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By Ken Datzman

MERRITT ISLAND — The fixed–

campus model remains the centerpiece of

higher education today across America.

But over the past decade more colleges

and universities targeting adult learners

have embraced the portability of instruc-

tion. Uniquely, some of them are taking

their classes directly to the customer, and

in many instances that means the

workplace.

One of the leaders in the field is St.

Louis, Mo.–based Webster University, a

93–year–old private school with more

than 100 campuses. These campuses in

the United States and around the world

specialize in graduate education for

career–minded professionals.

Webster favors urban office buildings

and military facilities for its campuses.

But the university has enjoyed success

and is just as comfortable providing

education at an employer’s site.

“We’re very flexible in how we deliver

our graduate–degree programs to meet

the needs of working professionals,” said

Mandy Cosat, director of Webster

University’s Space Coast Region, which

has an enrollment of more than 600

students, including individuals who are

studying for their degrees online.

“We use a community–college model,

meaning that Webster goes out into the

community where the students are. For

us, it has proven to be a successful model

because we are providing educational

opportunities and convenience for busy

professionals in the workplace.”

Webster offers evening and weekend

classes. The university has accelerated

nine–week terms beginning in January,

March, May, August and October.

Graduate degrees can be completed in 15

months, she said. The Graduate Record

Examination and the Graduate Manage-

ment Admission Test are not required for

admission to Webster.

Corporations in the region that are

interested in advancing the skills of their

work forces in a fast–changing business

world are opening the doors for Webster

to come into their facilities and provide

Webster University takes
classroom to workplaces
around Brevard County

Webster University’s Space Coast Region has an enrollment of more than 600 students. The St.
Louis–based institution started offering graduate programs in Brevard to a small number of career–
minded professionals more than 15 years ago. Mandy Cosat, right, is director of the Space Coast
Region. Debbie Yannotti is senior director and oversees Webster’s operations at the Palm Bay
campus of BCC. They are at Webster’s main campus in Merritt Island.

By Neil Downing
Scripps Howard Service

Changes lie ahead in taxes and

benefits for workers, savers, retirees and

others. Here’s a summary:

l Tax Hike: About 11 million workers

nationwide will pay more in Social

Security taxes next year. This little–

noticed tax hike will affect you if you earn

$102,000 or more. Here’s why:

The Social Security tax rate will still

be 6.2 percent next year. But the amount

of wages to which that tax rate is applied

will rise by 4.7 percent, to $106,800 next

year from the current $102,000.

As a result, the maximum Social

Security tax will be $6,621.60 next year,

compared with $6,324 this year, an

Tax, benefit changes ahead for retirees, workers
increase of 4.7 percent, or $297.60.

In general, the tax is paid by workers

who are in jobs that are covered by Social

Security. For each dollar in Social

Security tax that an employee pays, the

employer must also pay a matching

amount in tax. A self–employed person

pays both amounts.

Social Security taxes are typically

withheld from a worker’s paycheck; a

self–employed person typically pays

Social Security tax quarterly.

(These figures don’t include the 1.45–

percent tax for Medicare, which applies

to all your wages.)

l  401(k) contributions: You’ll be able

to stash up to $16,500 next year in your

401(k) or other such retirement–savings

plan, up from this year’s limit of $15,500.

If you’re 50 or older, you’ll be able to

contribute an extra $5,500 — technically

known as a “catch–up contribution” — to

your 401(k) or other such plan next year,

for a total of $22,000. (This year’s catch–

up contribution is limited to $5,000, for

an overall limit of $20,500.)

l  Retirement earnings: If you start

drawing Social Security benefits early —

at age 62, for example — but you

continue to work, you must forfeit a

portion of your Social Security benefits if

you earn over a certain amount. For next

year, the threshold will be $14,160

($1,180 a month), up from the current

$13,560 ($1,130 a month). In other

words, you’ll be able to earn about 4

percent more. It will be the first time in

the Social Security program’s history
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Colonial Bank names Franco
V.P. for LaCita, Melbourne sites

Colonial Bank has named Fernando Franco vice

president and business–lending officer for the LaCita

office in Titusville and the Melbourne office.

He is responsible for working as a small–business

adviser to originate and develop new business for

Colonial Bank. Franco also will build relationships

with existing and potential customers, while partici-

pating in community events.

Franco has 13 years banking experience. In his

previous banking position, Franco was responsible for

cultivating and managing new and existing client

relationships in Seminole, Orange and Volusia

counties. He earned a bachelor’s degree in business

administration from Barry University. Active in the

community, he is a member of the Seminole County

Chamber of Commerce, the Stanford Chamber of

Commerce, Oviedo Rotary Club and the Christian

Motorcyclists Association.

Colonial Bank is a division of the Montgomery,

Ala.–based Colonial BancGroup Inc., a $26 billion

bank–holding company with more than 340 offices in

Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Nevada and Texas.

National Realty announces top producers
Gale Bray, broker of National Realty of Brevard

Inc., has announced the company’s top–producing

associates for September. The top listers were: Vincent

Solazzo, of the Melbourne office; Gene Newberry,

Satellite Beach; Waterman Team, Palm Bay; Donna

Sprague, Port St. John; and Sue Ann Waser, Suntree–

North Melbourne. Top sellers: Beth Glover,

Melbourne; Gloria Lohner, Indialantic; Teresa Byrnes,

Satellite Beach; Dana Carper, Palm Bay; Waterman

Team; Tim Costello, Port St. John; and Cyndi Jones,

Suntree–North Melbourne. Top producers: Glover;

Elaine Chambers, Indialantic; Robert Beatty, Palm

Bay; Carper; Waterman Team; Karen Vidak, Port St.

John; and Jones.

Topline Appliance completes Tech project
Topline Appliance, a local company, has completed

a partnership with M.H. Williams Co. to supply all of

the appliances for the three new dormitory buildings

that were completed in the fall of this year on the

Florida Institute of Technology campus in Melbourne.

The buildings include 111 individual units and three

common gathering rooms. “Topline Appliance would

like to thank everyone involved in this huge undertak-

ing who helped to get this project ready for the

beginning of the fall semester of classes,” said Chris

Barnas, general manager of the Topline Appliance

Superstore in West Melbourne.

Healthy Start Coalition benefit at Radisson
The Healthy Start Coalition of Brevard, whose

mission is to establish a system of care that “guaran-

tees all women have access to prenatal care and that

all children have access to services that promote

normal growth and development,” will hold its Public

Awareness Benefit at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 15,

at the Radisson Resort at the Port in Cape Canaveral.

The event will include entertainment, dinner and a

silent auction. Tickets are $50 per person, or $450 for a

table seating of 10 people. Reservations may be made

by calling the Coalition office at 634–6101.
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      “MORTGAGE MONEY”

 777-3232
“Brevard’s most referred lender since 1981”

Do you spend a significant amount on health
insurance and feel like you get nothing back?

HSA 100® offers a solution.

35187-0707  For costs, benefits, exclusions, limitations, renewal terms and eligibility requirements, call Dean
Brombacher, an independent  insurance broker offering plans underwritten by Golden Rule Insurance Company
and other insurers.  Policy Forms:  P-006.3 or P-006.4.

Call for a FREE quote!
DEAN BROMBACHER

LIC. # A030985
Brombacher Insurance, LLC

(321) 799-9401

Health Savings Account Plans help
you save tax-deferred.
• Tax savings -- Money deposited into the HSA account, within

legal limits, is 100% tax-deductible. 
• Asset accumulation -- HSA savings accumulate year after year

-- you never lose the money.  It’s always your money -- and always
tax-free if used for qualified medical expenses.
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Two vice presidents join
Health First Health Plans

ROCKLEDGE — Health First Health Plans has

announced the hiring of two industry leaders.

Dr. Miguel Fernandez has joined HFHP as vice

president and medical director. He is an obstetrician

and gynecologist by training who previously worked for

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, where he was

senior medical director for health–care programs in

Jacksonville.

Dr. Fernandez’s experience also includes four years

with Humana Healthcare. His responsibilities at HFHP

include provider network and clinical issues. His area

also covers oversight for medical expense and utilization

management, and physician and provider management.

Jim Gillespie will serve as vice president of informa-

tion systems and operations. His responsibilities include

information systems, claims operations, support center

and facilities. Gillespie’s previous positions include chief

operating officer and vice president of operations for

CMM Medi–Share, chief technology officer of Chiara

Corp., and senior consultant for Rational Software Corp.

“The addition of Mr. Gillespie and Dr. Fernandez

further strengthens our ability to deliver the highest

possible customer service,” said Dr. Peter Weiss, chief

executive officer of HFHP. “Both men are leaders in

their respective fields, and bring decades of experience

to their positions.”

HFHP, a 12–year–old organization, has 64,000

members, including 22,500 Medicare members. Visit

www.healthfirsthealthplans.org or call 434–5665 for

more information about the company.

Perry Covey BRPH director of construction
Melbourne–based BRPH recently announced that

Perry Covey has joined the company as director of

construction. He is responsible for leading the day to–

day–operations of the construction division of BRPH.

Covey is a seasoned executive with 30 years’ experience

in the construction management of projects as large as

$720 million. He is a graduate of the University of

Missouri, where he received his M.B.A. degree. Covey

has a bachelor’s degree in business administration from

the University of Oklahoma. BRPH is an international

integrated–services firm, providing multiple disciplines

in–house, including planning, architecture, engineering,

interior design, and construction services. The company

has Florida offices in Orlando, West Palm Beach and

Fort Myers. BRPH also has offices in Atlanta, Ga., and

Greenville, S.C.

Palm Bay senior selected for arts group
The Florida School for the Blind and Deaf has

selected 17–year–old Palm Bay senior Stephen

Murgatroyd to be among 28 high–school upperclassmen

who make up the performing–arts group called “The

Dance Troupe.” He is the son of Thomas and Barbara

Murgatroyd. The students travel throughout the state

giving free performances to community and civic groups,

and at Florida schools. The Dance Troupe is comprised

of students who are mainly deaf or hard–of–hearing.

The show they present is complete with costumes and

props, with popular music and specialty–choreographed

jazz of the 1950s. To qualify for the group, FSBD

students must be “highly motivated and meet stringent

academic requirements.” The students receive fine–arts

credit for their involvement.
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'00 Buick Century Custom

Gold, Power, AM/FM Loaded

Stk# G9004A1

'99 GMC Yukon SLE

Black, Power, Chrome, Leather

Stk# 673A

'07 Chevrolet Cobalt LS

Blue, Power Steer & Brakes, CD

'06 Buick LaCrosse CX

Silver, Power,  Sport Mirrors

Stk# 661

'07 Pontiac G5

Red, Power, Cruise, Sunroof

Stk# 683

'07 Pontiac Vibe

White, Deluxe Wheels, Luggage

Stk# 685

'02 Buick LeSabre Custom

Silver, Power , Leather, Loaded

Stk# B8088A

'06 GMC Canyon

Blue, Power, Split Bench

Stk# B1100A1

'06 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited

White, AC, Towing Package

Stk# 596

'08 Chevrolet HHR LT

Silver, Power, Sport Mirrors
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'08 Buick Lucerne

Gold, Power, Anti-lock Brakes
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'07 Nissan Versa S
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Dependable, Careful, Professional
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Observations reveal rare event in the life of a distant quasar
By Aaron Hoover

A bit of serendipity has given astronomers a surprise

view of a never–before–observed event in the birth of a

galaxy.

University of Florida and University of California–

Santa Cruz astronomers are the first to discover the

onset of a huge flow of gas from a quasar, or the super–

bright core of an extremely remote young galaxy still

being formed. The gas was expelled from the quasar and

its enormous black hole sometime in the space of four

years around 10 billion years ago — an extremely brief

and ancient blip noticed only by a sharp–eyed under-

graduate and the unlikely convergence of two separate

observational efforts.

“It was completely serendipitous,” said Fred

Hamann, a UF astronomy professor. “In fact, the only

way it could have happened is through serendipity.”

A paper about the research appeared online this

month in the Letters of the “Monthly Notices of the

Royal Astronomical Society.”

Quasars are enormously bright cores of very distant

galaxies thought to contain “super–massive” black holes

a billion times larger than our sun. They are seen only

in the centers of very distant galaxies that formed long

ago — galaxies whose light is just now reaching Earth

after billions of years in transit. The quasar in question

occurred about 10.3 billion years ago.

The black holes within quasars are invisible, but the

cosmic material cascading toward them builds up and

forms hot “accretion” disks, the source of quasars’

intense light. Some of the incoming material also can be

expelled from quasars to form enormous gas clouds that

zoom out at extremely high speeds. With the quasar in

question, the gas is flowing at an astonishing rate of 58

million mph, Hamann said.

But while astronomers had observed the presence of

such gas clouds with other quasars, they had never

witnessed one actually coming into being — until now.

Hamann said the discovery was initiated when Kyle

Kaplan, an undergraduate at UC–Santa Cruz, earlier

this spring noticed peculiarities in the spectra, or

wavelengths of light, that had been observed and

recorded from the quasar. The spectra were gathered in

2006 as part of an effort to study the galaxies between

the quasar and Earth.

UC–Santa Cruz Professor Jason Prochaska was

aware of Hamann’s work on quasars and asked him to

take a look.

When Hamann and other astronomers checked the

spectra against the spectra of the same region recorded

in a separate sky survey in 2002, they were surprised to

discover that there were zero indications of the gas

cloud.

“So that’s how we know this appeared between 2002

and 2006,” he said.

Daniel Progra, a physics professor at the University

of Nevada, Las Vegas and an expert on gas outflows

from astronomical objects, indicated the discovery is a

lucky one.

“I am most excited about this work,” he said. “We

humans cannot directly monitor changes in quasars as

they take very many years. Therefore, a discovery of a

change over a few years is very interesting. It is not

unexpected, but chances are very small.”

He said the discovery supports a computer model he

developed that predicts the gas outflows are dynamic

and complicated.

Hamann said the discovery also opens a window to

understanding more about how quasars come into

being.

“The fact that we saw one appear in so short a time

frame means that it’s a volatile type of structure,” he

said. “It could be an evolutionary phase, or maybe a

transition stage from one phase to another.”

It also poses interesting questions about the role of

quasars in the formation of galaxies. Astronomers hope

future observations will prove telling, Hamann said.

“One interesting question in astronomy is ‘how does

the evolution of quasars relate to the evolution of

galaxies?’” he said. “The matter ejected from quasars

might be the key to this relationship because it can

disrupt or regulate the formation of galaxies around

quasars. This discovery is a small piece of that story

that we can see happening in real time, and what we

are going to do now is keep watching.”

Other astronomers and authors of the paper are

Paola Rodriquez Hidalgo, a UF graduate student, and

Stephane Herbert–Fort, a University of Arizona

graduate student.

Florida Tech communication conference scheduled Nov. 1
Looking for the competitive edge in a tight job

market? Seeking ways to promote your product or

business? Ready to hone your marketing skills? Then

register to attend Florida Tech’s first “Get Connected!”

communication conference on Saturday, Nov. 1.

The event is sponsored by the Florida Tech Student

Chapter of the Florida Public Relations Association. It

will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Hartley Room,

located on the second floor of the Denius Student Center

on the university’s main campus in Melbourne.

The public is invited to attend the conference.

“Whether you are a student studying business or

microbiology, an engineer looking for ways to promote

your latest invention, or a small–business owner

seeking ways to connect to consumers, this conference is

for you,” said Jessica Brown, chapter president.

The event will feature networking opportunities and

discussions with helpful tips from some of the top

experts in their field, including:

l Lisa Crites, associate director for media strategy

for Wuesthoff Health System.

l Timothy Hartsfield, director of communications for

Harris Corp.’s Government Communications Systems

Division.

l Dixie Sansom, owner of Dixie Sansom Consulting,

a government relations and public–affairs consulting

firm, and president of the Cocoa Beach Area Chamber

of Commerce.

l Joseph Hice, associate vice president of marketing

and public relations at the University of Florida, will

give a presentation on “The Shock Heard Round the

World — Effective Crisis Management.”

l Natalie Sellers, director of communications and

service excellence at Parrish Medical Center in

Titusville, will moderate a panel discussion on “Effective

Communication Strategies in a Changing Economy.”

The cost to attend the event is $25. The fee for

Florida Tech students and faculty is $5. Lunch is

included.

Registration is recommended. Call Alycia Johnson at

987–8614 or send an e–mail message to

ajohns05@fit.edu to register.

War heroes to be honored on Veterans Day
Honor America Inc. and the Liberty Bell Memorial Museum will host a Veterans Day celebration at 10 a.m. on

Saturday, Nov. 8. This celebration will begin with a parade through downtown Melbourne and will feature a

number of war heroes. They will include Charles Scanlon, who served in World War II; Fred Blesse, Korean War;

Titus Hall, Vietnam War; and former POW Larry Guarino, Desert Storm. The parade will end at the Liberty Bell

Memorial Museum on Oak Street, where a ceremony will be held to honor these heroes. Following the ceremony,

the museum will host an open house where attendees can meet the war heroes. The museum is at 1601 Hickory St.,

in Melbourne. The phone number is 727–1776.
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UF dedicates a new cellulosic
ethanol pilot plant in Gainesville

By Stu Hutson

GAINESVILLE — Florida imports all of the 10

billion gallons of petroleum consumed here every year,

making it especially vulnerable to the world’s looming

energy crisis. But a new cellulosic ethanol plant on the

University of Florida campus may help turn part of the

state’s energy demand into supply.

The plant, formally dedicated on Oct. 10, will refine

methods to produce fuel ethanol from the inedible

cellulose of plants now just considered trash–materials

such as crop residues and yard waste.

“Florida is in a double bind, because as gas costs rise,

tourism and agriculture suffer,” said UF President

Bernie Machen at the plant’s dedication ceremony.

“Cellulosic ethanol is just one of many likely new energy

sources. But with that caveat, it could be a big one.

Florida is a year–round growing state, which means our

crops and forest make a lot of unused cellulose.”

Normal fuel ethanol is produced primarily from the

sugar and starches in the edible portions of plants–

putting production of this fuel in direct competition with

crops used for food. The technology used at the pilot

plant is the work of UF Institute of Food and Agricul-

tural Sciences microbiologist Lonnie Ingram, director of

the Florida Center for Renewable Chemicals and Fuels,

who has developed genetically engineered bacteria that

can break down the inedible portions of plant material.

Ingram estimates that half of Florida’s imported

petroleum could be replaced with cellulosic ethanol if

the state begins to grow more energy crops and tapping

unused cellulose that is currently thrown away or

otherwise left unused.

“The mission of agriculture has always been to

produce food, feed and fiber,” Ingram said. “Today, that

needs to be food, feed, fuel and fiber.” The pilot plant

will serve as an essential stage for refining biofuel

conversion processes–offering the reality of an indus-

trial setting beyond the limitations of beakers and test

tubes, but without the inhibiting costs and unwieldy

practicalities of a full industrial–scale plant.

For example, it will enable testing of feedstocks that

might otherwise be overlooked. Researchers at the plant

will also be able to make the already green cellulosic

ethanol production even more environmentally sound

by investigating new ways to recycle water and harness

byproducts that can be converted into energy to help

power the conversion process.

Nearly two years in development, the biofuels pilot

plant was made possible as part of $4.5 million awarded

by the Board of Governors of the State University

System to the University of Florida as part of its

Centers of Excellence program. Nearly half the funds

went to develop the pilot plant in Frazier Rogers Hall.

That funding, approved by the Florida Legislature, is

aimed at stimulating Florida’s economy by simulta-

neously creating new high–tech industries.

“It has been said that we are in a new age, the

Energy Age,” said Jimmy Cheek, UF senior vice

president for agriculture and natural resources.

“Similar to the Information Age, we will see an explo-

sion of creativity, inventiveness and technological

advancement. Our hope, our plan is that Gainesville

will be the Energy Age equivalent of Silicon Valley.”
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Junction opens, retro café offers
gourmet coffees, teas, ice cream

PALM BAY — The Junction has opened a new

location in The Town Centre, 3425 Bayside Lakes Blvd.

The café offers Joffrey’s Coffee & Tea Co.’s specialty

coffee and tea beverages. It also serves up Old Meeting

House Ice Cream, a homemade all–natural brand.

“We are excited to invite the community to enjoy our

comfortable atmosphere and try our gourmet menu

offerings without the gourmet price,” said Jermain

Combs, Junction owner and manager. “Our partnership

with Joffrey’s Coffee & Tea Co. and Old Meeting House

Ice Cream allows us to offer high–end coffees, teas and

ice creams that are sure to please our guests.”

The Junction offers “customers a family–friendly

setting” with a mix of seating options including plush

cushioned chairs, dining tables and counter seating, free

Wi–Fi access and a variety of reading materials.

“We designed The Junction to be a great place to

connect with friends, to catch up on the day’s news or to

work on a business or school project. Our goal is to

become a favorite gathering place for the local commu-

nity,” said Combs.

The café is open Monday through Thursday from 7

a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday

from 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 7

p.m. The café is available for patrons to book events and

birthday parties. Small–size catering orders can also be

accommodated.

“We enjoy working with our store partners to provide

their communities with our premium coffees and teas.

We are passionate about our products and look forward

to sharing them with the Palm Bay community,” said

Tampa–based Joffrey’s Coffee & Tea Co. CEO Ted

Abrams.

March of Dimes elects board members
The Central Florida division of the March of Dimes

has announced the election of the following board

members: Bill Spivey, attorney with Greenberg Traurig;

Tom Calato, owner of Firehouse Subs at Jamestown

Place; Patricia Celano, chief nursing officer and assis-

tant vice president of Disney Children’s Hospital at

Florida Hospital; Nikki Gokey, president of GenSpring

Family Offices; and Donald Rauhofer, publisher of

“M.D. News.” For more information about the organiza-

tion, visit marchofdimes.com or nacersano.org.

Wuesthoff offers Helping Hands services
Wuesthoff Homecare is offering Helping Hands

Private Duty services for families needing part–time or

temporary support services. Helping Hands will provide

services for daily routine needs along with activities for

adults who want to stay busy with social activities. “As

the population continues to age and baby–boomers

reach retirement, there is an increased need for these

types of services. We realize that sometimes even the

most independent adults need support for daily activi-

ties,” said Sharon Williams, Wuesthoff Homecare

executive director. “In recent years, we have heard

growing concerns from patients and their family

members about aging at home safely. We are pleased to

have designed a program to help with those ongoing

concerns.” Wuesthoff Homecare has been serving

Brevard County for more than 20 years. For more

information or a free in–home consultation, contact

Wuesthoff’s Helping Hands program at 253–2200.
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Home Of The 200% Price Guarantee

Can you have
everything you want
in a refrigerator?
Liebherr brings its design and innovation to the 
36” size category with the new 2062 Series high 
performance refrigerators available in freestanding 
and integrated models.

Unique LED light columns and LED drawer lights 
illuminate 20 cubic feet of maximized storage 
capacity. The dual refrigeration system, with two 
separate variable speed compressors, provides 
superior and consistent cooling in the most energy 
efficient way possible.  And the elegant French 
door styling with double freezer drawers makes it 
a kitchen showpiece.

The answer is definitely 
YES.

GO GREEN ALL THE WAY
Packaging, production and waste removal sys-
tems also contribute to global warming. Liebherr 
is environmentally responsible at all levels of 
production. Reduced use of chemicals, solvents, 
and energy consumption using 100% recycled

" Building or Remodeling... 
We have the best contractor 

pricing in the state!"

Brevard’s Only 
Full Line Dealer

Can you have

everything you want

in a refrigerator?

Liebherr brings its design and innovation to
the 36" size category with the new 2062 Series
high performance refrigerators available in
freestanding and integrated models.

The answer is definately

YES.

GO GREEN ALL THE WAY

Liebherr the GREENEST refrigerator
in the World.

The answer is defi nitely
YES.

Liebherr the GREENEST refrigerator 
in the World

GO GREEN ALL THE WAY

993

www.ToplineSuperstore.net

3 Convenient Locations to Serve You!
SUPERSTORE

2730 W. NEW HAVEN, 
MELBOURNE 
(NEXT TO TARGET)

768-9700
MON.-SAT. 9AM-8PM • SUN. 12-5PM

OUTLET CENTER
 965 N. US1, 

COCOA
(1 MILE N. OF 520)

635-8700
MON.-FRI. 9AM-6PM • SAT. 9AM-3PM

BOUTIQUE
172 E. MERRITT ISLAND CAUSEWAY, 

MERRITT ISLAND
(ACROSS FROM OLIVE GARDEN)

456-5601
MON.-FRI. 9AM-7PM • SAT. 9AM-5PM
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Imagine precision refrigeration so exacting that food 
stays fresh three times longer—maintaining peak 
quality and vital nutrients. As every epicurean knows, 
the quality of your ingredients is the key to concocting 
mouthwatering creations. Designed expressly to 
preserve your precious produce, meat and fish, Liebherr 
refrigerators’ BioFresh™ technology provides the perfect 
climate control solution. The low humidity DrySafe 
compartment provides ideal storage for meat, fish and 
dairy products, while the HydroSafe drawer produces 
high levels of humidity that extend the freshness of fruit 
and vegetables. The result? Flavor-packed, nutrient-rich 
food that delights your palate and enhances your health. 

environmentally responsible manufacturing methods 
that eliminate hazardous substances such as lead 
and mercury. Finding better ways to produce quality 
products using processes that benefit our eco-
systems is a hallmark of Liebherr. Not only is Liebherr’s 
refrigeration essential in keeping foods fresh, but it is 
also a good way to help protect the environment.

The road to creating a healthy, “green” kitchen begins 
with Liebherr refrigerators. Only offering refrigerators 
that meet or exceed Energy Star® ratings for energy 
efficiency, Liebherr is a leader in environmentally 
conscious engineering and design. High-quality 
materials perfectl detailed finishes precise electronic

environmentally responsible manufacturing methods 
that eliminate hazardous substances such as lead 
and mercury. Finding better ways to produce quality 
products using processes that benefit our eco-
systems is a hallmark of Liebherr. Not only is Liebherr’s 
refrigeration essential in keeping foods fresh, but it is 
also a good way to help protect the environment.

Liebherr is the first refrigeration manufacturer to 
comply with RoHS (the restriction of the use of certain 
hazardous substances in electrical and electronic 
equipment) worldwide. This means a commitment to 

www.ToplineSuperstore.net
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Hoover Audio Visual expands
with new headquarters building

Hoover Audio Visual Inc. has announced the

purchase of a new headquarters building on Skyway

Circle in Melbourne. The 3,000 square–foot facility,

located off Wickham Road, has increased Hoover Audio

Visual’s office, meeting and warehouse space.

“I am thrilled with our expansion as it will enable us

to more efficiently run our operations and better meet

the needs of our clients,” said Richard Hoover, presi-

dent.

“Business is tough in this economy, but my clients

have demonstrated that they will remain loyal as I

continue to provide quality equipment rentals and

outstanding service at a reasonable rate.”

Hoover Audio Visual was recently awarded a

contract to be the exclusive in–house audio–visual

provider for the City of Port St. Lucie’s newly con-

structed Civic Center, which is scheduled to open Dec. 1,

2008.

This 100,000–square–foot state–of–the–art facility is

located off U.S. 1, about one hour south of Brevard

County. It offers 25,000 square feet of meeting space,

including a large ballroom. To book an event, go to

www.cityofpsl.com/civic.

Hoover Audio Visual is a full–service equipment–

rental company serving clients in Brevard, Indian River

and St. Lucie counties. The business offers equipment

rentals and technical assistance to show producers,

meeting planners, event coordinators, trade–show

exhibitors, professional associations, corporations and

individuals. For more information about the company,

go to www.HooverAV.com.

Billboard Connection franchise opens
Billboard Connection, a media agency specializing in

outdoor advertising, announces a new franchise in

Rockledge under the ownership of local resident

Brianne Haddox. “Discovering Billboard Connection

came at a perfect time in my life because outdoor

advertising is the second fastest–growing form of

advertising behind the Internet,” Haddox said. A grand–

opening ceremony will be held Nov. 12 at the Premiere

Oaks Movie Cinema in Melbourne. For more informa-

tion about the event, contact Haddox at 693–5438 or

visit www.billboardconnection–brevard.com.

Blake named to ‘Best Lawyers in America’
R. Mason Blake, managing shareholder of Dean

Mead’s Viera office, has been named an “Outstanding

Real Estate Attorney” in the 2009 edition of “Best

Lawyers in America,” a publication “widely regarded as

the definitive legal referral guide in the United States.”

The selection process of “Best Lawyers” is conducted

through a peer–review survey in which thousands of

leading attorneys cast votes recommending their fellow

attorneys in a specific practice area. Lawyers must be

nominated by their peers and no lawyer is listed in

exchange for payment of a fee. Blake practices in the

areas of commercial real–estate law, general business

law, environmental law and land–use law. He is a past

chairman of the Economic Development Commission of

Florida’s Space Coast. Blake earned his law degree with

high honors from the University of Florida, where he

was editor–in–chief of the University of Florida Law

Review. He received his undergraduate degree, summa

cum laude, from the University of Tennessee.
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Advance Your Career with a Master’s Degree!

• MBA • Management & Leadership
• Counseling

• Computer Science/Distributed Systems

Space Coast Regional Campuses
Merritt Island • 449-4500

Palm Bay • 956-6700
Patrick AFB •  868-5194

For all degree programs and details, visit:
www.webster.edu/spacecoast
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Call a BCC Recruitment Specialist today to accelerate your future!
Palm Bay Melbourne Cocoa Titusville

Allie Macom Danielle Masucci Michelle Hurst Deana Morone
321.433.5346 321.433.7758 321.433.7105 321.433.5123

Put Your Future in the

at Brevard Community College!
Power up your professional skills with a degree at Brevard Community College.

 Cruise in to a Florida four-year university through the 2+2 program.

 Fill up your bank account by saving money with BCC’s affordable 
tuition, scholarships and financial aid.

 Zoom up to a high grade point average with small classes, qualified 
instructors and free tutoring.
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RoomScapes now displays
‘green’ Liebherr refrigerators

ROCKLEDGE — RoomScapes of Brevard, an

upscale cabinetry and appliance dealer, now stocks a

number of “green” products, including French–door–

styled refrigerators by Liebherr.

RoomScapes recently introduced Liebherr’s newest

offering, the 2062 Series French–door refrigerator.

“Liebherr’s full–height and undercounter refrigera-

tors and wine cellars are widely regarded as the

‘greenest’ units in the world,” says Joe Goldblatt,

general manager of the store.

In recent years, demand for the once–venerable 36–

inch side–by–side refrigerator has waned as the

French–door–style refrigerator has gained a following,

he said. Liebherr’s 2062 model complements its 48–inch

245 model, a side–by–side refrigerator/freezer with a

wine cellar, and its 30–inch 1650 Series, a bottom–

freezer model. All three are on display at RoomScapes of

Brevard.

“As a special promotion to celebrate the Liebherr

line, customers who purchase any Liebherr refrigerator

or wine cellar by Dec. 31, 2008, will receive a coupon

worth between $75 and $475 redeemable for classes

conducted at Mise en Place, RoomScapes’ new culinary

center,” Goldblatt said.

In addition to the full Liebherr refrigeration line,

RoomScapes of Brevard is the area’s exclusive dealer for

Wood–Mode Fine Custom Cabinetry, Brookhaven

Cabinetry and is a dealer for other fine appliance lines,

including Wolf, Gaggenau, and Bosch.

The showroom is at 5555 S. U.S. 1 Hwy. 1 (one–

quarter mile north of Viera Boulevard).

Chaney joins CPA firm in Melbourne
Natalie Chaney, a certified public accountant, has

joined Shein & Wente LLC, a CPA firm in Melbourne. A

native Floridian, Chaney received her degree from the

University of Florida and earned her CPA certificate in

1985. Licensed to practice in Florida, she is a member of

the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

and the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accoun-

tants. “Over the years I have learned that when you find

someone with the right experience, reputation and work

ethic, you make a place for them on your team,” said

David Shein, managing partner. “Natalie fits that mold

and we jumped at the opportunity to have her become

part of our organization.” Shein & Wente provides a full

range of accounting and tax services.

Fox earns green–maintenance certification
Janice Fox, owner of Fox Janitorial Services in

Brevard, recently completed training in green–clean

principals at the Green Clean Institute. Her company is

certified in green–building maintenance. Frank Haven,

director of operations at Fox Janitorial and a former

golf–course superintendent, “instituted a company

policy to become green compliant. After researching the

green programs available in the market, we found the

Green Clean Institute, and upon further research,

decided to enter their program,” he said. After Haven

finished the management–training program, “each staff

member went through the technician program to more

fully understand the procedures of green cleaning.” He

said that Fox Janitorial is the “first company in Brevard

County to complete the Clean Green Institute’s certifica-

tion program.”
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SIMAR

www.simarindustries.com
email: sales@simarindustries.com

Precision
Sheet Metal
Fabrication

Contract Powdercoating & Silk Screening
Generous Rebates on Prototype Work
Tel:  1-352-629-8640 or 877-767-5249

Fax:  352-629-8640
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By Ken Datzman

COCOA — United Way of America is

encouraging people to become more engaged

in their local communities through a new

“Live United” initiative that has launched

nationally and is being promoted in a multi–

media advertising campaign.

The “Live United” campaign serves as a

call–to–action for individuals to “give, advo-

cate and volunteer” in an effort to advance the

common good. “Live United” is about “con-

necting your passion” to make a difference

with effective action.

“We think of it as being more than just a

campaign,” said Rob Rains, president of

United Way of Brevard. “We think it’s

something the public is going to see from

United Way for a long time to come, a

multiyear United Way theme.

“It is really about connectivity. We are

united. We are a community. We are a

country together. It’s a movement within our

United Way movement that centers on giving,

advocating and volunteering. For example,

when you are advocating, you are using your

voice not just for public policy, although that

could be a part of it, but you’re also using your

voice to speak up when you believe something

is wrong.”

Through the work of the 1,300 local United

Ways across the country, the nation’s largest

nonprofit is focusing on the building blocks of

a good life — “education, income and health”

— thereby creating opportunities for a better

life for all Americans.

The common objectives of United Way’s

“Live United” campaign include helping

children and youth achieve their potential,

promoting financial stability and indepen-

dence, and improving health across the

country. The goal is to create “lasting, positive

change by addressing the root causes of these

problems.”

One way United Way of Brevard addresses

and responds to issues in the community is by

helping to fund nearly 100 human–service

programs at some 50 nonprofit agencies in the

county. The money raised from United Way’s

annual fall Community Campaign supports

these agencies, which provide basic needs for

residents who are struggling with the rising

cost of food, housing and medicine.

“The calls that we are getting from the

Sharing Center are really heartwrenching,”

Rains said. “We are even hearing from people

who are middle class, who are working and

have never asked for help before. They need a

little assistance because of the challenging

economic times we are going through.”

People in the community are responding,

too, he said. United Way of Brevard’s 51st

annual Community Campaign is in full swing

at workplaces around the county, after

kicking off in mid–September. This year’s goal

is to raise $6.75 million. “In the workplace

campaign we are seeing continued success.

We’re pleased with the way people are

responding. It speaks to the American spirit,”

said Rains.

Some businesses in Florida are leading by

example. As reported in the “Orlando Senti-

nel,” the GrayRobinson law firm will forgo its

annual holiday party in 2008 and give the

$150,000 to charities.

Locally, Susan McGrath, vice president of

resource development for United Way of

Brevard, says that some of the early work-

place campaigns are reporting increased

contributions over last year’s giving.

The companies include Rockwell Collins, a

9 percent increase in giving; Boeing Employ-

ees Community Fund, up 15 percent;

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

management team, a 20 percent increase; IAP

Worldwide, up 46 percent; and ATK Launch

Systems, up 87 percent.

United Way of Brevard has been working

to get more companies involved in workplace

campaigns, Rains said. “We are trying to

reach out in the community and gain the

support of businesses that have not been

involved in workplace campaigns in the past.

We’re trying to cast a wider net. Businesses

are stepping up. Osler Medical, a growing

400–employee multispeciality group practice,

is running a workplace campaign this fall.

We’re thankful for their efforts and the other

companies that are first–time campaign

participants.”

Workplaces in Brevard hosting first–time

campaigns include Custom Industrial

Products, Abacus Technologies, and United

Launch Alliance.

The Community Campaign will close in

mid–December for most participating busi-

nesses. “A number of workplace campaigns

will be going on in January and February,”

Rains said. “There are some new contractors

that came aboard the Space Center in October

and these contractors have committed to

running a United Way workplace campaign.”

Retirees and other individuals who are

interested in giving to United Way of Brevard

can do so by visiting www.uwbrevard.org. The

Web site is set up to receive donations.

“Online giving is something that we have

not focused on in the past. Throughout this

political season a lot of people have embraced

New ‘Live United’ theme encourages people to ‘give, advocate
and volunteer’ in their communities; United Way of Brevard fall
campaign on track, reaching out to involve more area businesses

online giving. It has been very successful for the candidates running for

office. We have built additional capacity into our Web site to accommo-

date ‘click–and–give’ donors to United Way of Brevard. We’re reaching

out and encouraging people to use the Web site to give to United Way.

We think it is an easy format to navigate,” Rains said.

In 2007, United Way of Brevard’s Community Campaign exceeded

its goal of $6.4 million. The organization raised $6.5 million. The

individual contributions have a far–reaching impact in the community

because United Way of Brevard receives matching dollars from the

state and from federal–funding sources, as well as grants. So, the $6.5

million has an impact of $20 million in the community, Rains said.

Earlier this year, United Way of Brevard’s board of directors rolled

out its new strategic plan, or “Areas of Emphasis.” The organization’s

three areas of emphasis are “Childhood Success,” “Basic Needs,” and

“Financial Stability.”

“We really wanted to hone in and become more specific in our areas

of focus,” said Rains. United Way of Brevard put together a committee

of professionals headed by attorney Kendall Moore of the Johnson Law

Center to define the Areas of Emphasis for the organization.

The annual United Way of Brevard Community Campaign, which runs through mid–
December, is faring well, says Rob Rains, president of United Way of Brevard. ‘We’re
pleased with the way people are responding. It speaks to the American spirit.’ Susan
McGrath, vice president of resource development for United Way, says that some early
workplace campaigns are showing increased giving. They are at United Way’s office
in Cocoa.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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By Ken Datzman

Many physicians like to strategically cluster

their practices near hospitals and medical

facilities. They desire to be close to the medical

infrastructure of a community.

In South Brevard County, some doctors are

finding Newton Land Development’s new Nasa

Palms Professional Center, an office–condo-

minium park on a five–acre campus in

Melbourne, to be that strategic site for their

growing private practices.

The Nasa Palms Professional Center is just

minutes from Health First’s Holmes Regional

Medical Center in Melbourne and Wuesthoff

Medical Center Melbourne on Wickham Road,

as well as Melbourne International Airport.

“There are a couple of reasons why we

selected this location for our office–condo-

minium investment,” said Dr. Emran Imami,

who is board certified in general surgery and

breast surgery and runs Tepas Healthcare, a

private practice.

“It is equidistance between the two

Melbourne hospitals, Holmes Regional Medical

Center and Wuesthoff Medical Center. The

complex is on Nasa Boulevard, a recognizable

roadway. And just as important to us, it

represented new construction. With new

construction, we had the opportunity to

customize the interior of our facility. And with

new construction, we feel very comfortable from

a hurricane perspective — drainage and so

forth.”

The interiors of Dr. Imani’s office are

impressive. A large painting on the wall sets off

the office, which showcases tasteful furnishings.

The 6,000–square–foot building is in the back

of the park.

Dr. Imani came to Brevard in 1998 to start

the trauma program at Holmes Regional

Medical Center. He headed that program for

about six years before focusing on his surgical

practice.

At Tepas Healthcare, Dr. Imani practices

with Dr. Irfan Imani, his brother. Dr. Irfan

Imani is board certified in vascular and

endovascular surgery.

Dr. Rachel Lefebvre, a psychologist who

specializes in mind and body medicine, is a

tenant in the building. Unfading Beauty,

certified personal–image consultants, is housed

there, too.

Dr. Emran Imami’s office–condominium

building team included area businesses

Holeman Suman Architects, MEC, and Newton

Land Development Inc. The office park is west

of the airport, off Nasa Boulevard, and will

contain seven condominium buildings when the

Physicians embrace Newton Land Development’s new Nasa
Palms Professional Center in Melbourne — office condominiums
tailored to user’s needs — is close to both HRMC and Wuesthoff

project is completed.

A new street — Broadband Boulevard —

runs beside the site of the project and connects

Nasa Boulevard to Hibiscus, making it conve-

nient to Melbourne Square Mall.

John Newton, president and founder of

Newton Land Development, a Melbourne firm

that develops office condominiums in select

markets around the county, said he had

identified the Nasa Boulevard piece of property

as a potential location for medical practices

several years before his company actually

started the development there.

“It has proven to be a strategic location for

medical doctors because of the proximity to the

two hospitals in the area. Many doctors today

have privileges at both hospitals. From Nasa

Palms, they are just about three minutes from

either Wuesthoff on Wickham Road or HMRC,”

he said.

Newton said that he first considered

building two large structures at Nasa Palms

but later redesigned his plans to accommodate

seven 6,000–square–foot office buildings that

provide ownership opportunities to small

businesses beginning at 1,500 square feet. “We

started doing comparisons in the market —

owning space versus leasing space. The

ownership model was much more attractive

from an investor standpoint,” Newton said.

Before moving to Nasa Palms Professional

Center, Dr. Emran Imami’s practice was on

East Hibiscus Boulevard, where he rented

space. “I clearly plan on being at the Nasa

Palms location until I retire. This site will

provide long–term value in my investment, I

believe. Coincidently, there are other medical

offices being developed on Nasa Boulevard next

to our facility. And, Kindred Healthcare,

recently announced plans to build a freestand-

ing hospital across from Melbourne Airport,

which is about a half–mile from Nasa Palms.”

The Nasa Palms site layout affords building

owners individual parking spaces in front of

their single–level units, as opposed to a

common–area parking lot that is distant from

their offices.

The architecture of the condominiums at

Nasa Palms emphasizes design and visual

appeal. The office park features a “South Beach

deco” look. “We have pastel colors and coconut

palms trees throughout the park. It’s something

we did to help make the park stand out a little

more in the market,” Newton said.

Newton Land Development has finished five

buildings at the park, three of which have been

sold and house private medical practices. Dr.

Scott Gold’s neurology practice is located there.

Obstetrician and gynecologist Dr. Edwin Hayes

has his office at Nasa Palms, too.

“The project has been well received by the medical community,”

Newton said. “We are currently marketing two buildings and we have

interested parties for both of the buildings. When those two buildings are

sold or are leased, we’ll start developing the sixth building and then

follow with the final structure on the Nasa Palm campus.”

The office–condominium concept is especially appealing to small–

business operators who see this type of ownership as a smart way to

build long–term equity in an investment portfolio, Newton, a former

banker, said.

“In today’s world of economic uncertainty, nothing is better than

having ownership of an asset. You have more control of your destiny. As

it pertains to commercial real estate, the office–condominium investor at

Nasa Palms is building a nest egg for his retirement. Once the investor

pays off the mortgage on the commercial building, he has a nice rental

property that can provide a stream of income in his retirement years,”

Newton said.

Newton Land Development has positioned itself in the market as a

developer and provider of high–quality office space in campus–type

settings, catering to professionals and businesses. As his company looks

to 2009, he says he is optimistic about business prospects. “We have

carved out a niche in the office–condominium market in the county. We

provide customers a good value for their investment. I think our business

niche will remain strong in 2009.”

Dr. Emran Imami of Tepas Healthcare is one of a number of physicians who have located
their practices to Newton Land Development’s Nasa Palms Professional Center in
Melbourne. When fully developed, the park will feature seven 6,000–square–foot
buildings. Businesses can customize their spaces. The Nasa Boulevard corridor is
becoming a medical hub. From left: Dr. Rachel Lefebvre, a psychologist who has her
practice in the building; Dr. Irfan Imani, Tepas Healthcare; and Dr. Emran Imami, Tepas.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Jess Parrish Medical Foundation
receives $48,825 historic grant

TITUSVILLE — The Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation, assisted by the

Florida Historic Commission, has awarded Jess Parrish Medical Foundation a

matching grant of $48,825.

There were 110 eligible grant proposals and JPMF’s project was one of six in its

category to receive funding by the 2008 Florida Legislature. The grant will partially

cover the architectural and engineering design for the Taylor–Dunn House restora-

tion, construction of a new foundation, and the move of the house to its permanent

location on the Parrish Medical Center campus as a part of the Health Village at

Main Street PMC.

The Bureau of Historic Preservation is an organization within the Florida Depart-

ment of State’s Division of Historical Resources that reviews and administers applica-

tions for cultural and historical preservation grants awarded by the Florida Legisla-

ture each year. This was the second grant awarded by the Bureau to the JPMF for the

Health Village, bringing the combined total to more than $75,000 in public funding.

“When we learned the news this summer, we were elated,” said Jason Snodgrass,

who was recently elected chairman of the JPMF Board of Directors.

“This was a tough budget year for the Florida Legislature and we were unsure if

any funding would come through. The fact we were selected among the dozens of

worthy projects across the state speaks volumes on the value the project brings to this

community, not only as a healing environment but also as a new and exciting benefit

of historic preservation,” he added.

The Taylor–Dunn House is one of three historic houses “rescued from demolition”

by the JPMF and will be used as a Welcome and Philanthropy Center at the Health

Village at Main Street PMC.

This 1910 Florida vernacular house was built for the late Arthur Dunn and was

owned by his family for 91 years. Dunn was a prominent businessman, a Brevard

County Commissioner for 24 consecutive years, and served on the Canaveral Port

Authority. As an avid aviation enthusiast and pilot, he was primarily responsible for

the location and construction of Dunn Airport, the first landing facility in North

Brevard County. Arthur Dunn’s wife, Mayme Lewis Taylor Dunn, descended from one

of North Brevard’s first pioneering families.

The Health Village at Main Street PMC is a first–of–its–kind healing environment

that combines the ambiance and attractiveness of a small–town setting with “compas-

sionate, skilled, specialized care for older adults and their families.”

This project initially focuses on services for seniors, but once built it will include

programs, services and amenities for all generations. The three historic houses will be

paired with six to eight newly constructed houses or storefront buildings that are

being designed to fit the period.

Slated to break ground before the end of the year, the first phase is scheduled for

completion in 2009.

Fellowship–trained geriatrician Pamela Tronetti is the medical director for the

Health Village at Main Street PMC. Dr. Tronetti and her staff currently treat

patients in the temporary Senior Consultation Center office on Century Medical Drive

near Parrish Medical Center. The Parrish Senior Consultation Center and affiliated

programs and services for seniors will be the initial offerings at Main Street PMC and

are focused on improving the health and well–being of older patients who have

physical, cognitive, or social problems that interfere with healthy independent living.

To contact the Parrish Senior Consultation Center, call 383–9393.

Through staff and volunteers, JPMF raises funds to support health–care initiatives

such as the Health Village at Main Street PMC. This project is the first capital

campaign in JPMF’s 25–year history and the first for Parrish Medical Center. JPMF

has raised $2.28 million in cash and pledges, or 65 percent of its $3.5 million goal for

the Health Village at Main Street PMC. For more information about the project, call

269–4066.

North Brevard Commission to hold workshop
The North Brevard Commission on Parks and Recreation will hold a workshop on

Thursday, Nov. 13, at 5 p.m., in lieu of its regular monthly meeting, to discuss priority

of funding for North Brevard Referendum projects or any other business that may

come before the board. The meeting will be held in the Brevard Room, 518 S. Palm

Ave., in Titusville. The meeting is open to the public. The Brevard Room is located in

a building on the north side of the parking lot behind the Brevard County Govern-

ment Center–North. For questions, call Terry Lane at 264–5105.

Florida Tech
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For more information, 
please call (321) 674-7327

College of Business

November 17, 2008, 1–2:30 p.m.

“Personal Financial Strategies 
for the Next Five Years”

Panelists from securities industry, real estate, 
insurance and other financial services firms 

Location:  Hartley Room, Denius Student Center
No admission charge

VISITING EXECUTIVE PROGRAM
November 5, 2008, 11 a.m.

Speaker

Mr. Al Neuharth
Founder, USA TODAY

Location:  Hartley Room, Denius Student Center
No admission charge

INDUSTRY-EDUCATION FORUM
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Conference fees: Businesses—$695       Government/Non-Profits—$550

Conference features two-day pass to all exhibitions, demonstrations and conference 

sessions; continental breakfast and luncheons for two days; evening reception; conference 

proceedings, including DVD; complimentary copy —Transportation Security by Dr. Cliff 

Bragdon, published by Elsevier, with book signing by author; and over 20 exhibitors

Speakers include:
Major General Michael H. Sumrall, Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; The Honorable Jay Cohen, 

Department of Homeland Security; Major General Douglas Burnett, Adjutant General, Florida 

National Guard;  Dr. Kathleen Kiernan, Chair, InfraGard National Members Alliance; Michel 

Pawlowski, FEMA; Yuki Karakawa, IAEM Ambassador; Paul Brestyanszky, FEMA; Craig Fugate, 

Director, Florida Division of Emergency Management; and more

Additional program features:
Golden Phoenix Exercise: A Summary Report presented by Steven Cooper, former Chief 

Intelligence Officer, U.S. Department of Homeland Security and Office of the President,

Washington, D.C. and demonstrations by the Florida National Guard and the Office of 

Emergency Management

Conference Chair:
Clifford Bragdon, Ph.D., AICP, Dean, University College, Florida Institute of Technology, 

Executive Director, Global Center for Preparedness—cbragdon@fit.edu

Conference on National Preparedness
December 8–9, 2008—Hilton Melbourne Beach Oceanfront—Melbourne, Florida

Second Annual

Contact
Nicole Hoier, Ed.S.—Associate Director for Professional Development

cnp@fit.edu

Conference Web site—http://uc.fit.edu/cnp

Covering all aspects of national preparedness.
The Second Annual Conference on National Preparedness will 

feature presentations and sessions covering a wide range 

of topics on national and international safety and security, 

command and control, global preparedness and more. The 

conference will provide an in-depth look at technologies and 

integrated strategies on national preparedness.

This interactive two-day conference will be held at the Hilton 

Melbourne Beach Oceanfront Hotel in Indialantic, Fla. This 

state-of-the- art facility is centrally located on the beautiful 

beaches of Florida’s Space Coast, less than 12 minutes from 

Melbourne International Airport and 45 minutes from Orlando 

International Airport. Conference room rates are available for 

$105/night.

OC-680-1008

Global Center for Preparedness
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Career Expo at Embry–Riddle
one of largest events of its kind

DAYTONA BEACH — Jobseekers are invited to

expand their horizons at Embry–Riddle Aeronautical

University’s 2008 Industry/Career Expo, one of the

largest events of its kind in the nation.

The Career Expo attracts top employers in aviation,

aerospace, business, engineering, and other high–tech

fields.

Representatives of more than 100 employers from

across the nation are scheduled to participate, including

AirSur, American Eagle Airlines, Baker Hughes, The

Boeing Company, the Central Intelligence Agency,

HSBC, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company,

NetJets, Southwest Airlines, United Space Alliance, and

Volvo Aero Services.

The Career Expo will be held Wednesday and

Thursday, Nov. 5 and 6, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the ICI

Center at Embry–Riddle’s Daytona Beach campus, 600

S. Clyde Morris Blvd. The annual event, which is free of

charge and open to the public, is sponsored by Embry–

Riddle’s Career Services Office.

“We expect a strong turnout at this year’s Expo,”

says Lisa Scott Kollar, Career Services executive

director. “We’re pleased with the quality of companies

exhibiting at the event and expect a fantastic opportu-

nity for our students, alumni, and visitors. Job candi-

dates from all levels of experience and backgrounds are

welcome to discuss career options with a full range of

industry leaders.”

For information about advertising and sponsorship

opportunities, or to exhibit, contact Adriana Hall at

(386) 226–7018 or send an e–mail message to

adriana.hall@erau.edu. Additional details are at

www.erau.edu/career/expo/.

‘Sweet Charity’ set for Surfside Playhouse
Surfside Players will present “Sweet Charity” Nov. 7

through Nov. 23 at Surfside Playhouse in Cocoa Beach.

“Sweet Charity” is the poignant tale of a “dance–hall

hostess in the 1960s looking for love in all the wrong

places.” The performance is directed by Heather

McFarland. A 16–piece orchestra will play a full slate of

songs, including “Big Spender,” “If My Friends Could

See Me Now” and “Rhythm of Life.” The shows will be

performed on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and

Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $18. Call 783–3127 to

purchase tickets or visit www.surfsideplayers.com.

Community center introduces program
The Viera Regional Community Center at 2300

Judge Fran Jamieson Way is introducing a program

called “Music Makers!” This program uses music and

movement to involve children ages 3 to 5 in active play.

Music Makers starts Nov. 7 and will continue every

Friday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Call 433–4891 to

register your child for the program. Music Makers is

conducted and supervised by the Brevard County Parks

and Recreation staff.

SCFN workshop at Central Brevard Library
Space Coast Feline Network will conduct a workshop

for feral cat– colony caregivers from 1 to 4 p.m. on

Saturday, Nov. 8, at the Central Brevard Library in

Cocoa. To register for the workshop, call 631–7729 or

send $5 to Space Coast Feline Network, P.O. Box 624,

Cocoa, Fla., 32923.
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JM Real Estate

I'm working on it

got commercial?
MAI specializes in masterplanning; taking 
your venture all the way from concept to 
occupancy. A single company to assess, 
design and build your next project. Call 
today for a free site evaluation of your
commercial property.

Another Landmark Building Designed by MAI

Landmark Buildings since 1985
AA-0002419 EB-0006274 CG-059791

321-757-3034
www.mai-aec.com
2200 Front St. Suite 300 Melbourne, FL 32901

architecture engineering construction

Porsche of Melbourne is a $1 million 3,100 sq. ft. luxury auto dealership built with a steel roof, 
reinforced concrete and a custom aluminum facade. Completed in just six months, the ultra-modern 
design reiterates Porsche’s sleek lines.
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LASER Day 2008 lets teens
explore college and careers

A variety of fun and educational topics, many with

fascinating titles, are in the offing at Florida Tech’s

LASER Day 2008 on Wednesday, Nov. 19. LASER

(Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering Resource) Day

will be held on campus from 2:15 to 8:15 p.m. for 10th,

11th and 12th–graders, their parents, teachers, guid-

ance counselors, and community college students.

This event is free of charge.

Students can select three topics from 24 to attend in

consecutive, activity–filled sessions. The sessions will

include: ABCs of Laser Light, Animated Algorithms,

Blast Off! Spacer Age History, CSI DNA Melbourne,

Defeating Terrorism with Subatomic particles, and

Digging Deep: Climate Changes in the Galapagos.

LASER Day registration runs from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m.,

when there will be a welcome orientation in Tech’s

Gleason Performing Arts Center, located on University

Boulevard, near Babcock Street.

The event ends with a light dinner and concluding

remarks, starting at 6:20 p.m. in the Hartley Room of

the Denius Student Center. This event is a collaboration

of the Florida Tech College of Science, College of

Engineering and College of Psychology and Liberal Arts.

The host will be Hamid Rassoul, professor of physics

and space sciences.

A special session just for parents, “Financial Aid

101,” takes place from 4 to 5 p.m. in the Hartley Room.

To register for the event, visit http://411.fit.edu/

laserday. Students can also contact their high school’s

principal’s office or Linda Ward in the dean’s office of the

College of Science at Florida Institute of Technology.

The number is 674–7573, or send an e–mail message to

lward@fit.edu for more information.

Community Orchestra to perform
The Melbourne Community Orchestra will present

“Ballet Parking,” a concert, at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday

and Thursday, Nov. 5 and 6, in the Melbourne Audito-

rium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd. Maestro Witold Dobrzynski

has selected some of the classic and classical ballet

compositions including the “Ballet Sylvia” by Leo

Delibes, “Ballet from the opera Faust” by Charles

Gounod, and Jacques Offenbach’s “Ballet Parisien.” Also

included are selections from Leonard Bernstein’s “West

Side Story,” the “Rosamunde Overture” by Franz

Schubert and the “Galop from the Comedians” by

Dmitri Kabalevsky. The concert is free of charge but

tickets are required. Call 952–9949 for ticket locations.

Brevard Zoo to honor military veterans
The Brevard Zoo in Viera will honor active and

retired military on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 8 and 9,

as a salute to Veterans Day. Active and retired military

personnel will be admitted to the zoo free of charge on

those days. In addition, military dependents can receive

$1 off admission as well. Patrons must show proper

military ID in order to receive free admission and the

discounted ticket price. During the Veterans Weekend,

the zoo will host a bonsai show in the Nyami Nyami

River Lodge from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. The

event will feature demonstrations. Vendors will be on

site selling bonsais and bonsai–related materials.

Guests will see more than 60 different bonsai trees. The

exhibit is hosted by the Bonsai Society of Brevard. For

more information about these events, call 254–9453.
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HENDERSON SOUTHEAST CORPORATION
DEVELOPMENT t OWNERSHIP t LEASING t MANAGEMENT t ACQUISITION

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

MELBOURNE TO VIERA
  

CONTACT

KAREN   321-676-2424 x 14

HENDERSON GROUP SOUTHEAST  

A Licensed Real Estate Brokerage 
www.hendersonsoutheast.com

1800 Penn St. Ste. 11, Melbourne, FL 32901 t Michael S. Ullian, Vice President, CCIM, SIOR

1830 Penn Street  30,000 SF
7380 Murrell Road 2,794 SF

Viera Promenade  10,000 SF
8247 Devereux Drive 2,500 SF
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Aviation professional named Skurla Award winner
Diego Rincon, a 1992 graduate of the Florida Institute of Technology College of

Aeronautics, received this year’s George M. Skurla Outstanding Alumni Award at the

2008 Homecoming Celebration Dinner on Oct. 18. Rincon, who earned a bachelor’s

degree in aviation management, is president of RinconAviation Consultancy.

Most recently, he was responsible for the planning, design and construction of an

airport infrastructure at Mumbai International Airport Limited in India. He managed

an organization of 170 professionals in a $2.5 billion project that included two new

terminals, a new airfield system, new air traffic control tower, cargo facilities develop-

ment, and airport and airspace capacity improvement initiatives.

He has been involved in projects with the Federal Aviation Administration, Saudi

Arabian Aviation Authority, Berliner Flughafen in Germany, San Antonio Interna-

tional Airport and Ferihegy Airport in Budapest, Hungary.

From 2000 to 2005, Rincon was a lead program planner at Dulles International

Airport. He led a team of architects, engineers and program managers in managing

the Capital Development Program at the airport.

Instituted in 1996, the George M. Skurla Outstanding Alumni Award honors a

Florida Tech alumnus with a degree in aeronautics or aerospace engineering who has

at least 10 years experience in the field. In addition, the recipient must possess a

demonstrated commitment and an exemplary record in advancing the aviation and

aerospace industry.

Skurla was a retired chairman and president of Grumman Aerospace Corp. as well

as a Florida Tech trustee and benefactor. He passed away in late 2001.

that the threshold has exceeded $14,000.

For the year in which someone reaches full retirement age, the threshold will be

$37,680 ($3,140 a month), up from the current $36,120 ($3,010 a month).

l  Social Security credit: You’ll have to earn at least $1,090 next year to qualify for

a “credit” under Social Security, up from $1,050 this year.

This is important to know because, in general, a worker needs a certain amount of

credits, also known as “quarters of coverage,” to qualify for Social Security benefits.

For example, you generally need 40 credits to qualify for Social Security retirement

benefits.

l  Medicare: Social Security benefits will increase 5.8 percent starting in January.

Unlike previous years, however, that annual cost–of–living increase won’t be offset by

a corresponding hike in the amount that most Social Security beneficiaries pay for a

portion of the federal Medicare health insurance program known as Medicare Part B,

which generally helps cover the cost of doctor’s office visits and some other items.

Most beneficiaries will pay a monthly Medicare Part B premium of $96.40 next

year, the same as this year. It’ll be the first year since 2000 that there was no increase

in the standard Part B premium over the prior year, the federal Centers for Medicare

& Medicaid Services said. (The increase in Social Security benefits next year could

also be offset by the premiums many beneficiaries will pay for Medicare Part D

prescription drug plans. The actual premium amount will depend on the type of plan

in which a beneficiary enrolls.)

l  Gift Tax: You’ll be able to give up to $13,000 to any one person next year without

triggering federal gift taxes. The annual limit has been stuck at $12,000 since 2006.

It’s going up next year because of inflation.

If you’re married, you and your spouse may make a combined gift of up to $26,000

next year, compared with this year’s limit of $24,000.

l  Roth IRAs: In general, you’ll be able to contribute to a Roth IRA next year if your

adjusted gross income is less than $105,000. The limit this year is generally $101,000.

(Adjusted gross income is a figure found on the front of your federal income–tax

return, toward the bottom.)

l  SSI: The federal share of benefits paid to the nation’s 7 million recipients of the

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program will increase by 5.8 percent, starting

Dec. 31. SSI generally pays benefits to those with little income and few resources.

(Some people receive both Social Security and SSI benefits.)

Changes
Continued from page 1

Fall Craft Bazaar in Titusville
Holy Spirit Church Council of Catholic Women will present its annual Fall Craft

Bazaar from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nov. 7 and 8 at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 3450

Kilmarnochj Lane (off S.R. 405), in Titusville. A lunch room will be open each day

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 269–7531 or 269–4178 for more information.
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Call toll free to speak with an Admissions Counselor

Admissions Hours: Mon - Thurs 9am - 8pm, Fri 9am - 5pm

1.888.583.4333
www.KUMelbourne.com *Online Only

CONNECTto a

Career!

Also offering degrees in:

Web Design & Development
Management Information 

Systems*
Health Care  Culinary  Business
Legal Studies*  Criminal Justice 

with a degree in

Information
Technology

Call for a complete list of programs

 Associate, bachelor’s and master’s* degrees   
 Day, evening and online classes  

 One class at a time
 Financial aid available to those who qualify    

 Job placement assistance  

Please make an online pledge to our 
Community Campaign - visit www.uwbrevard.org

WITH YOUR HELP
WE CAN CREATE
OPPORTUNITIES AND

INSPIRE HOPE
FOR THOSE IN NEED.

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

LIVE UNITED
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Doctors and
Medical Professionals,
REDUCE YOUR COMMUTE!
Don’t spend all day on the road making
your rounds! Move to Nasa Palms
Professional Center.
The excellent location on W. Nasa Blvd.
halfway between Holmes and Wuesthoff
Hospitals in Melbourne means you’re
just five minutes away—no matter
where you are! 1,500—6,000 SF is
available for immediate build out with
plenty of parking for medical use, and it’s
right outside your window rather than
across the street!

Do you live in Suntree or Viera and would
like to work closer to home? Move to
Spyglass Plaza— a prime location on
Spyglass Hill Road just minutes from the
Health First complex underway on
Wickham Road. 2,500—10,000 SF is
available for immediate build out with
parking for medical use.

Some see land

We see possibilities

Newton Land Development, Inc.
152 N. Harbor City Blvd., Ste 200 �  Melbourne, FL 32935

321-751-6850
www.NewtonLand.com
Info@NewtonLand.com

FOR SALE OR LEASE—
ASK ABOUT NEW BUILD OUT INCENTIVES!

 Discover the difference that MCC can make in your child’s life:
 US Dept. of Education Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

 ■  College preparatory curriculum with AP and Honors courses
 ■  Small classes with 14:1 student/teacher ratio
 ■  Full array of extracurricular clubs & activities

 ■  Competitive athletic program
 ■  Value - centered environment

321.727.0793
 www.melbournecc.org

 Melbourne Central 
 Catholic High School

 Open House
 Wednesday, January 31, 6-8 pm

 Prospective students & families welcome

 ‘‘Where ordinary children of God are doing extra ordinary work.’’

 A University in Disguise

 Enter to win a door prize: iPod, certificates for books, uniforms and tuition!

Open House
Sunday, November 9, 1-3 p.m.

certificates for books, uniforms and tuition!
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various graduate–level programs. An example is DRS

Optronics Inc. in Palm Bay, a company that has

experienced considerable growth this decade in Brevard

County.

“Upon an invitation from DRS Optronics, we rolled

out our M.B.A. program this fall at the company’s

Riverview facility on Robert Conlon Boulevard and U.S.

1 in Palm Bay,” said Debbie Yannotti, senior director of

Webster’s Palm Bay operations on the Brevard Commu-

nity College campus.

“We have worked with DRS students before but it

was at our campuses in the county. Now, we’re taking

our M.B.A. program, under the School of Business and

Technology, to their work site. They can just walk out of

their facility and into our classroom at Riverview. We

have never offered this kind of convenience to them

before. They are very excited about Webster being

there,” she adds.

Yannotti said that Webster originally was going to

offer its master of arts degree in procurement and

acquisitions management at DRS, “but there was more

interest in the M.B.A. So we put the procurement

program on hold. It’s all about flexibility and being able

to respond to the niche educational needs of a

corporation’s work force. As an institution, we have been

doing this for many years in Brevard County.”

Dr. John Rice, the current Space Coast regional

director for Webster, and Cosat have been with the

university since it opened in the county more than 15

years ago. “For 13 years, Webster has offered graduate

programs at Northrop Grumman Corp. in Melbourne,”

Cosat said.

The school has taken its computer–science programs

on site to NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, too.

Webster’s main Space Coast campus is in Merritt

Island. It also has campuses at Patrick Air Force Base

and at BCC in Palm Bay. Additionally, Webster offers

ACBSP accreditation covers our more than 100 cam-

puses across the nation and around the world.” Webster

is also a member of the North Central Association of

Colleges and Schools.

The ACBSP standards are modeled on the Malcolm

Baldrige National Quality Program and its Criteria for

Educational Performance Excellence. This program is

widely recognized by business and government, two key

constituents of business schools, said Cosat. “The

ACBSP accreditation is geared to fit the need of

business programs that focus on teaching and learning,

as opposed to research. It’s more of a practitioner’s type

of certification.”

The ACBSP is one of only two accrediting bodies of

collegiate business schools that are recognized by the

Council of Higher Education.

Dr. Beth Russell, Webster’s associate vice president

of academic affairs at the flagship campus in St. Louis,

recently visited the Space Coast team that worked

diligently to gain the ACBSP accreditation. “We were

very grateful that Beth spent two days with us,” said Dr.

Rice. “Of course, we think we’re doing a good job on the

Space Coast and she went away with the same feeling.”

Dr. Russell overseas Webster’s Eastern Region, which

includes more than 25 campuses.

Locally, Webster established the John W. Rice

endowed scholarship. Dr. Rice has lived in Brevard

County for more than 30 years and once was the

comptroller at Kennedy Space center.

“Our advisory board was the driving force behind

raising the money to fund the John W. Rice scholar-

ship,” said Cosat. “The board’s goal was to raise $25,000

and we exceeded that goal. The money will fund one

scholarship a year for a local student.”

Dr. Rice is a graduate of the Georgia Institute of

Technology in Atlanta and Indiana University in

Bloomington.

classes at Barry University’s facility on Gateway Drive

in Melbourne. “We’re even conducting a class in the

Melbourne International Airport this term,” Yannotti

said.

The university’s graduate programs include business

and organization–security management; human–

resources development; counseling; information–

technology management; computer science; manage-

ment and leadership; and procurement and acquisitions

management.

Last year Webster’s Space Coast campus expanded

its reach into Daytona Beach. “We started with 12

students who enrolled in Webster’s master’s program in

counseling,” Cosat said. “Today, we have 60 enrollees in

counseling there — two groups of students. It’s one of

our largest programs.”

Webster is partnering with Daytona State College,

formerly known as Daytona Beach Community College,

in Volusia County. “It’s now called Daytona State

College to reflect the school’s four–year degree–granting

status,” Cosat said. Webster holds its counseling classes

at Daytona State College’s university center.

“We see opportunity beyond the counseling program

we’re offering in Daytona. We have been recruiting in

that market to start a management in leadership

program as well. We don’t have the numbers yet to

begin that program, but we’re very optimistic about our

future growth in Volusia County partnering with

Daytona State College,” Cosat said.

The management in leadership degree is offered

through the School of Business and Technology, which

recently reached a milestone. It was awarded a 10–year

accreditation from the Association of Collegiate Busi-

ness Schools and Programs (ACBSP), said Yannotti.

“This was a big event for Webster because the

specialized accreditation is on top of our regional

accreditation (Higher Learning Commission). The

The Bank Brevard
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The Most Respected Name 
in Real Estate

Today, choosing the 
right real estate agent 
is more important 

than ever
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RE / MAX Alternative Realty, Inc.
141 Coconut Drive, Indialantic, FL 32903
Offi ce: 321-777-4111 Fax: 321-779-0208

Web: www.homes-spacecoast.com



At Parrish Medical Center, the art of healing hearts blends the precision 

of science with the colorful palette of the human experience to enhance 

the quality of life.

Your PMC cardiovascular care team understands that every heart is special 

and unique. We are nationally designated as a HeartCaring® hospital by the Spirit 

of Women Hospital Network for excellence in gender-sensitive cardiovascular care. 

Health is Action! 
Take a FREE 7-minute online 

cardiovascular risk assessment and 

receive a FREE consultation 

with a PMC Heart Health expert. 

Go to parrishmed.com/heartaware.

O N E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  F I N E S T  H E A L I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T S®

951 N. Washington Avenue • Titusville • parrishmed.com

Nationally designated as a HeartCaring® hospital by the Spirit of Women Hospital Network for excellence in gender-sensitive cardiovascular care • Nationally Gold Seal®

certified by The Joint Commission for excellence in the treatment and management of: Acute Coronary Syndrome, Diabetes, Heart Failure and Stroke, as well as as Breast

Cancer, Palliative (Comfort) Care and Wound Care • Ranked in the top 20% nationally in heart care according to CMS • Voted America’s #1 Healing Hospital 3 years

running by the Baptist Healing Trust • Awarded Modern Healthcare Magazine’s Spirit of Excellence for Service award


