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For the past year, MIMA has been on a

fast–paced construction track to open the

first phase, or 64,850 square feet, of a new

two–building campus on Gateway Drive in

Melbourne. The first facility is set to debut

in mid–September and MIMA physicians

will be seeing patients in a fully paperless

medical–office environment.

When the second building is completed,

which is on a construction schedule for

opening in March 2010, MIMA will have

built nearly 200,000 square feet of medical

space at one site. The customer–friendly

designed buildings will give MIMA new

capabilities and provide the optimal setting

for patient care. The buildings, which show

off some green and sustainability features,

have a presence on Gateway Drive.

“There are not many single providers in

the Florida market like MIMA that can go

out and build 200,000 feet at one time,”

said industry veteran Andy Schmudlach,

senior project superintendent for Cogdell

Spencer Erdman, the national design–

build company that MIMA teamed with on

the project and which employs a local

contractor pool.

He adds, “As I reminded the laborers,

they were cleaning 4.6 acres of building

space every day. That’s the scope of this

project.”

MIMA will provide valet parking when

phase two opens. “The facility was de-

signed so patients can get from their cars to

their physicians’ offices in as few steps as

possible,” said MIMA’s Vicky Luchetti,

director of construction.

“Patients will be able to check in at

multiple points throughout the building,

instead of coming to one location. It will

enable them to go directly to the suite

where they are being seen by the physi-

cian.”

The project at 1223 Gateway Drive is

near a technology corridor that includes

Harris Corp., Northrop Grumman, TRDA,

and Symetrics Industries. Just a short

walk away from the MIMA campus is the

new Nasa Palms Professional Center,

which houses numerous medical practices.

The largest independent physician

MIMA plans to open the first phase of its new 200,000–square–foot campus in Melbourne on Sept.
14. The phase–one building contains 64,850 square feet. The high–speed data network in the
building will allow physicians to work in a paperless environment. MIMA teamed with Erdman, a
national design–build company, on the project. From left: Andy Schmudlach, senior project
superintendent, Erdman; MIMA’s Vicky Luchetti, director of construction; and Chris Larue, project
field coordinator, Erdman.
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Medical: Growth in ER visits stems from insured, the middle class
By Lee Bowman
Scripps Howard Service

A hospital’s emergency department —

the ER — is a place most of us don’t want

to visit, yet collectively we go about 120

million times a year, some of us a lot more

frequently than others.

Only about a quarter of us go even once

in a given year.

But the role of the emergency depart-

ment in our health–care lives varies

greatly depending upon our age, our health

status and our insurance coverage, or lack

of it, among other things, researchers are

finding.

Recent reports from the nonprofit

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and

from federal investigators, give some new

insights into what’s happening in the

roughly 4,600 emergency departments

around the country.

Certainly, the wait’s not getting any

better.

A report prepared by the Government

Accountability Office for the U.S. Senate

earlier this summer found that in 2006,

patients who were classified as “urgent” —

who guidelines say should be seen by

medical personnel within a minute —

waited for an average of 28 minutes. Those

classified as “emergent” — to be seen in

less than a quarter of an hour — waited an

average of 37 minutes.

Surveys suggest about 2 percent of

patients just give up and leave before ever

getting a medical evaluation.

For those who stay, the average

duration of an ER visit in 2006 was 3

hours, 19 minutes.

So just how seriously ill or injured are

these patients? That’s not so clear.

Some researchers have found that up to
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Chamber’s ‘Taste of the Nations’
Sept. 10 at BCC in Melbourne

The Melbourne–Palm Bay Area Chamber of Com-

merce will host its third annual “Taste of the Nations

Business–to–Business Tabletop Expo” on Thursday,

Sept. 10, at Brevard Community College in Melbourne.

The event sponsors include GSI Commerce, Batteries

Plus, and CDA Solutions. The program will include food

from around the world and a variety of entertainment.

Chamber members, and future members, can sign up

for display–table space at this event for $100. This event

is open to the public. The entry fee is $5.

“One of the fastest–growing sectors of our business

community is minority–owned businesses, and many of

them face significant challenges with integration into the

community.” said Christine Michaels, president and CEO

of the Melbourne–Palm Bay Area Chamber. “The

Chamber established the Multicultural Business Council

as a way for all businesses to work more effectively

together.”

The Multicultural Business Council meetings are

open to the public on the second Tuesday of every month

at the Chamber offices in Melbourne. The meetings begin

at 8 a.m. For further information, contact the Chamber’s

Cassie Hansen at 724–5400, extension 231.

Ribbon–cutting at Wickham Park
Dr. E. Douglas Beach, secretary of the Florida

Department of Elder Affairs, and Brevard County

District 4 Commissioner Mary Bolin will speak at the

grand opening and ribbon–cutting for the new Wickham

Park Senior Center at 9 a.m. on Monday, Aug. 31.

Guided tours of the facility will follow the ceremony. The

Wickham Park Senior Center features a large multipur-

pose room, a billiards room, a library/gathering room,

catering kitchen, and tournament–quality shuffleboard

courts. The center offers many classes and clubs with a

schedule available at www.bcscwp.com. Information

about the scheduled activities is also available by calling

255–4494.

Florida Tech’s Dr. Ford to address group
Dr. Richard Ford of Florida Tech will address the

Melbourne Chapter of the International Association of

Administrative Professionals at 5:30 p.m. on Sept. 1 at

the Hilton Melbourne Rialto’s Lafitte’s Restaurant. His

topic will be “Safety on the Internet.” The chapter will be

collecting professional business attire to donate to

Joshua’s Closet at the Brevard Job Link offices around

the county. This group collects business attire for people

who need proper clothes for interviewing and entry into

the work force. All interested administrative profession-

als are welcome to attend any meeting. Contact member-

ship committee chairperson Anne Daven at 768–9727 for

further information.

Shari Medlock School to host 9–11 tribute
The Shari Medlock School of Piano, Vocal and Bible in

Cocoa Village will host a “9–11 With Love” tribute at 7

p.m. on Sept. 11. The school is at 916 G Florida Ave. The

program, to include patriotic tunes and scripture

readings, is free of charge and open to the public. For

more details about the tribute, call Medlock at 632–4631.
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Tire
d of being nickel and dimed?

Get Free Business Checking.

Keep your money where it belongs, in your pocket. 
Our free business checking comes with a free 
business check card, free online banking, and free bill 
pay. It also comes with personalized Seacoast service, 
professionals working as hard as you do to keep your 
business growing. Call us, it won’t cost you a dime.

Feel good about your bank

6711 Lake Andrew Drive, The Avenue, Viera   •   635-2440
5500 Murrell Road, Viera   •   751-5665

www.seacoastnational.com

PUT YOURSELF IN OUR PLACE
OFFICE & RETAIL SPACE
LOCATED IN PALM BAY
AND MELBOURNE

725-1240
FREE RENT

      “MORTGAGE MONEY”

 777-3232
“Brevard’s most referred lender since 1981”
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United Way to launch 2009
Campaign Sept. 17 at Hilton

United Way will kick off its 2009 fund–raising drive on

Thursday, Sept. 17, at the Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place.

Guests will be inspired to be “One More” after hearing

the story of author Adam Shepard and his personal

journey to discover the present state of the “American

Dream.” He is the author of the book “Scratch Beginnings.”

Registration for the event will begin at 11:30 a.m. The

fee is $15 per person and includes lunch.

The program will feature a celebration of “Pacesetter”

results achieved by select companies throughout Brevard.

“Pacesetters are an important aspect of our fund–

raising drive each year,” said Rob Rains, president of

United Way of Brevard. “Not only do they help build

momentum, encouraging others with their efforts, but they

also enable us to raise just over $1 million of our Cam-

paign total early in the process. It’s an honor to have this

chance to thank them for their hard work on behalf of our

community.”

Setting its sights high, United Way of Brevard hopes to

raise a record $6.7 million in support of 76 local health and

human–service programs at its 46 nonprofit partner

agencies. “One more donor, one more dollar, one more life

changed — that’s how we can make a difference this year,”

said Mark Mikolajczyk, president and publisher of “Florida

Today” and United Way’s 2009 Campaign chair.

“We all know how fragile our community’s safety net is

right now, as the economy has placed increased demand on

many local agencies. That’s why United Way of Brevard’s

2009 Campaign is so important. At the end of the day, it’s

about giving children, families, and seniors what they need

to lead healthy and happy lives.”

For more information about Campaign kick–off event,

visit www.uwbrevard.org or call Chris Logan at 631–2740.

Naval Academy graduate to address club
Capt. James Kuzma, commanding officer of the Naval

Ordinance Test Unit, will be the guest speaker for the

Propeller Club luncheon at noon on Wednesday, Sept. 2, at

Fishlips Restaurant at Port Canaveral. Kuzma is a 1983

graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. He has served as

engineer officer on the USS Newport News, 1991 to 1994,

and executive officer on the USS Atlanta, from 1996 to

1998. Following this tour he reported to Submarine

Warfare Division as submarine combat systems require-

ments officer. In March 2001, Kuzma assumed command

of the USS Boise and deployed in support of Operation

Enduring Freedom. His topic at the luncheon will be

“NOTU Mission — Past and Future.” The Propeller Club is

a nonprofit group that is open to the public and promotes

educational and maritime interests in general. Luncheon

meetings, with local speakers, are held at Fishlips

Restaurant at noon on the first Wednesday of the month.

For more information, call Bev Merrilees at 452–5426 or

send an e–mail message to dennis@propellerclub.net

B&N to host reading party Sept. 5
Barnes & Noble in West Melbourne will host a “Sum-

mer Reading Wrap–up Party” at 11 a.m. on Saturday,

Sept. 5. The event will feature Percy Jackson–themed

activities. The program includes a drawing for an

autographed copy of “The Last Olympian.”
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Need to lower your insurance costs?

Intercoastal Insurance, Inc. has many partners that enable us to provide you with
the most competitive rates and benefits. We provide business solutions with a service

oriented approach for small and large employers.

Cynthia R. Dropeski, RHU, REBC, GBDS, President, 26 years experience
Annie Finlay, Agent, Aflac Specialist, VP Sales, 10 years experience
Julie Chiles, Agent, VP Client Services, 11 years experience
Tonya Snodgrass, Agent, Sr. Account Manager, 13 years experience
Susan Cambra, Quoting Analyst, 10 years experience

www.intercoastalinsurance.com
321-253-2662

690 Eau Gallie Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935

Need to lower your insurance costs?

www.intercoastalinsurance.com
321-253-2662

690 Eau Gallie Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935
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attention. The discovery suggests that even in adults with

mature visual circuitry, the brain can find new ways to

process optical information, say researchers with the UF

Powell Gene Therapy Center and the Scheie Eye Institute

at the University of Pennsylvania.

“When one patient came back for her 12–month visit,

she said she could read the digital clock in her parents’ car

with her treated eye — something she was never able to do

before,” said William Hauswirth, a professor in the

ophthalmology department at the UF College of Medicine.

“That prompted us to measure where her gaze was fixed

while looking at a variety of dim targets. This showed that

she now has two preferred centers of vision rather than

one, depending on the brightness of the object.”

The new region is more sensitive to light, but it is not as

precise as the fovea for making bright images sharp.

“Her brain tells her to use the best part of retina she

can, depending on the situation, so she automatically shifts

back and forth between the usual region and the region we

supplied to her,” said Hauswirth, who is associated with

the Powell Gene Therapy Center and the UF Genetics

Institute.

The patients have a rare, incurable form of blindness

called Leber congenital amaurosis type 2, the most

common cause of blindness in infants and children. In the

type 2 form, photoreceptor cells cannot respond to light

because a gene called RPE65 does not properly produce a

protein necessary for healthy vision.

In the study led by Dr. Samuel Jacobson, a professor of

ophthalmology at the University of Pennsylvania, and

supported by the National Eye Institute, researchers used

an apparently harmless virus that already exists in most

people to deliver RPE65 to a small area of the retina.

In October 2008, researchers reported that the study

volunteers — one woman and two men ranging from 21 to

24 years old — could see brighter areas and perhaps some

images. In the current “New England Journal of Medicine

report,” scientists say vision in volunteers’ treated eyes

remains slightly improved in dim lighting conditions. But

the “excursions of fixation” from the usual focal point of the

retina to the treated area nearby in one of the patients was

a welcome surprise.

“This finding required her to tell us she was seeing

these objects,” Hauswirth said. “What’s truly astounding is

the brain even in an adult is still adaptable enough to

learn to use these regions of the retina.”

The viral vectors used to deliver the gene therapy were

manufactured by the Powell Gene Therapy Center,

directed by Dr. Barry Byrne, a professor of molecular

genetics and the principal investigator for the trial at UF.

“What’s truly been remarkable so far, beyond the gene

therapy to the retina, is how well the visual parts of the

brain are adapting to the treated eye,” said John Flannery,

a professor of vision science, and neurobiology at the Helen

Wills Neuroscience Institute at the University of Califor-

nia, Berkeley, who did not participate in the research. “You

could almost say the patients’ brains are getting better at

paying attention to the gene–therapy treated area, because

it is functioning at a higher level.”

The letter to The New England Journal of Medicine

was submitted by Jacobson, Artur Cideciyan, Dr. Tomas

Aleman, Sharon Schwartz, Elizabeth A.M. Windsor,

Alexander Sumaroka, and Alejandro Roman, of the Scheie

Eye Institute at the University of Pennsylvania; and

Hauswirth, Byrne, Dr. Shalesh Kaushal, Sanford Boye,

and Thomas Conlon, of UF.

Researchers see unexpected gain one year into blindness trial
By John Pastor

Scientists have discovered that even in adults born with

extremely impaired sight, the brain can rewire itself to

recognize sections of the retina that have been restored by

gene therapy.

The discovery of the brain’s surprising adaptability

comes a year after three blind volunteers received doses of

corrective genes to selected areas of their retinas at Shands

at the University of Florida medical center.

Now, more than a year later, researchers say tiny

portions of the patients’ retinas that have received gene

therapy have kept their restored function, as much as

1,000–fold increases for day vision and 63,000–fold for

night vision.

But in an unexpected finding, scientists writing in the

Aug. 13 “New England Journal of Medicine” say the

treated parts of the retinas may have acquired enough

image–processing strength to rival the retina’s normal

center for visual perception, called the fovea, for the brain’s

Brevard residents to take steps to improve health in Heart Walk
Nearly 1,000 Brevard residents are expected to take steps to improve their heart health on Saturday, Sept. 19, when

they participate in the American Heart Association’s Start! Heart Walk at Space Coast Stadium in Viera. The annual

event, which raises funds to fight heart disease and stroke, America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers, begins at 8 a.m.

The non–competitive, three–mile walk includes teams of employees from local companies, along with friends and

family members of all ages. A one–mile route is also available for survivors who choose this shorter distance.

Brisk walking for as little as 30 minutes a day has proven health benefits, such as providing increased energy and

circulation, as well as reduced risk of heart disease. The Start! Heart Walk is designed to help participants understand

this critical message, join with others, and generate a renewed commitment to heart–healthy living through walking.

For information on participating in the Start! Heart Walk, call the American Heart Association at (888) 352–3824,

extension 8107, or visit brevardheartwalk.kintera.org.

Women’s Center Guild event at Hilton Rialto
The Women’s Center Guild will host a fashion show and luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 16, at the Hilton

Melbourne Rialto Place. The program is titled “Autumn in Paris,” said Marilyn O’Neal Hurst, chairperson for the event.

She said last year’s program was a big success. There will be raffles and silent auction items. Reservations are $30 for

guild members, $35 for guests. Call Hurst at 253–5560 to make a reservation.

Healthy Start Challenge, Celebration Dinner set
The Healthy Start Coalition of Brevard will host its Healthy Start Space Coast Challenge Sept. 18 and its Challenge

Celebration Dinner Sept. 19. “Ten teams of two will race through the streets of Brevard (north, central and south) to raise

awareness of Healthy Start and our local businesses and social service agencies, while raising money for the moms and

babies of Brevard,” said Janice Shepard, Healthy Start Coalition communications manager. The Healthy Start Space

Coast Challenge Celebration Dinner will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 19, at the Radisson Resort at the Port in

Cape Canaveral. The event will include an evening of live music performed by The Rock Foundation Band, and silent and

live auctions. Tickets are $50 each. Tables that can seat 10 people are $450. To make a reservation, call Leslie Smith at

634–6101 or send an e–mail message to lsmith@healthystartbrevard.com.
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Brevard Museum of History to
turn back clock 15,000 years

COCOA — The Brevard Museum of History and

Natural Science is turning back the clock more than 15,000

years to bring back some of the coolest critters ever to roam

the earth.

“Bygone Beasts: The Age of Giants” will make its debut

Oct. 3 when the fossilized remains of Florida’s oldest

mammals will take center stage. Included in the perma-

nent exhibition will be a giant ground sloth, a saber tooth

cat, a mastodon and giant shark jaws.

The 20–foot–tall, fierce–looking ground sloth lived

during the Pleistocene epoch, and although it was a

complete herbivore, it was equipped with massive claws for

defense. The museum’s specimen was cast from a skeleton

unearthed in the Daytona Beach area.

The Saber Tooth Cat, formerly called the saber–toothed

tiger, was a ferocious animal that lived throughout Florida.

The museum’s full–size skeletal replica probably was cast

from a specimen discovered in the famous Ranch la Brea

tar pits in California.

A distant relative of the modern–day elephant, the

museum’s mastodon is a skeletal replica cast from a

specimen found in the Aucilla River in Florida’s pan-

handle. The entire skeleton was recovered and reas-

sembled.

The ancient jaws, reconstructed to display the fossilized

teeth, are from a Carcharocles megalodon, the largest

predatory species of shark ever to live. These sharks were

present on the scene much earlier than the mammals and

were extinct before they appeared.

These magnificent specimens were presented to the

Brevard Museum by Dr. Cliff Jeremiah of Jacksonville,

who acquired the collection over 30 years. Although the

museum has had a number of smaller fossils on display for

many years, these are the first full–scale, completely

assembled remains to be added to its collection.

Dr. Richard Hulbert, vertebrate paleontology collections

manager for the Florida Museum of Natural History in

Gainesville, has reviewed photographs of several of the

specimens.

“They are an important addition to a museum’s

collection, as they are four of the most iconic prehistoric

species known from Florida,” he said. “They provide the

visitor with a unique visual opportunity and pave the way

for a greater understanding and appreciation of Florida’s

prehistoric past, which is so abundantly preserved by

fossils.”

Other specimens from the Jeremiah collection include a

variety of smaller fossils — both real and replicated —

from mammoths, rhinoceros, dugongs, manatees, horses,

camels and many other animals that lived in Florida

during the Age of Mammals.

The Brevard Museum of History & Natural Science is

at 2201 Michigan Ave. For more information about the

exhibit, call 632–1830.

FWA to meet Sept. 16 at library
The Melbourne Chapter of Florida Writers Association

will meet from 7 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 16, at the

West Melbourne Library, 2755 Wingate Blvd. Phone 455–

2986 for details of the meeting.
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For directions and more info: www.brevardcc.edu/AstroLectures

Prof. Fiorella Terenzi 
BCC Space and Astronomy Lecture Series - 

Host and Event Director

Robert D. Cabana

Russell Romanella

Jon Cowart

Please join us for the opening premiere lecture of 

BCC Space and
Astronomy Lecture Series

Friday, September 4th at 7 p.m.
BCC Planetarium and Observatory, 

1519 Clearlake Road, Cocoa Campus 

Opening lecture: “Moon, Mars, and the Stars: the Constellation Program and 
the Future of Space Exploration”.

Panelists: 
Robert D. Cabana, Director, NASA Kennedy Space Center

Russell Romanella, Director, International Space Station and 
  Spacecraft Processing Directorate, NASA Kennedy Space Center

Jon Cowart, Ares I-X Deputy Mission Manager, NASA Kennedy Space Center

Following the lecture, the BCC Observatory will be open on the rooftop to 
observe the full moon and the planet Jupiter.  Handouts provided by 
Observatory staff and volunteers will highlight the location of the Apollo 
landing sites. 

          Event sponsor: Brevard Community College

All events are FREE and open to the public.
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Community Credit Union adds
‘Debt in Focus’ tool to Web site

ROCKLEDGE — Community Credit Union has

announced the addition of a new tool called “Debt in Focus”

to its Web site at www.ccuflorida.org.

Debt in Focus is a free, anonymous, Web–based debt–

education tool to help consumers with budgeting and

personal finances. It was created by the Filene Research

Institute to help consumers better understand their

current financial situations.

Community Credit Union is among the first group of

institutions to pilot Debt in Focus, which will eventually be

made available to credit unions across the nation. Inter-

ested consumers are encouraged to use Debt in Focus to

help them understand what they can do to reduce their

debt.

“Now more than ever, people are taking a critical look

at their finances and spending habits,” said David Brock,

president and CEO of Community Credit Union. “We are

offering the Debt in Focus Web–based tool free of charge so

everyone in our community can take the first steps toward

understanding their own financial situation and the

impact debt has on their financial health.”

“Debt in Focus is user–friendly,” said Sara Stern, CCU’s

vice president of marketing. “When using Debt in Focus, a

user initially inputs information regarding their income

and current debt. The user is then provided a summary of

their debt total, ratios, and an estimated budget. They are

also given a series of action steps specific to their situation

that they can take to reduce their debt or put them in a

better financial position.”

She said CCU has an on–going commitment to helping

improve the well being of the community through con-

sumer–friendly products and free financial education.

Anyone who lives and works in Brevard, Indian River,

Osceola, Orange, and Volusia counties may become a CCU

member by calling 690–2328 or (800) 690–2338.

Zoo to host annual ‘Reptile Weekend’
The Brevard Zoo in Viera will host its fifth annual

“Reptile Weekend” over Labor Day, Sept. 5 to 7, from 10

a.m. to 4 p.m., daily. This year, the zoo will showcase

venomous snakes and invasive reptile species found in

Florida. “This is a chance for guests to learn how invasive

species affect Florida’s ecosystems as well as find ways to

personally help contribute to slowing down the problem of

species invasion,” said Andrea Hill, Brevard Zoo marketing

director. Nick Clark, senior reptile keeper at the Central

Florida Zoo and Botanical Gardens, will be on site with

some of Florida’s venomous snakes. The venomous snakes

on exhibit will include the Eastern diamondback rattle-

snake, Pygmy rattlesnake, Cottonmouth, Coral snake,

Copperhead, and Timber rattlesnake. The major events

will take place in the zoo’s Nyami Nyami River Lodge.

Titusville Chamber event at Sand Point Park
The Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce’s

“TitusNites Cruise–in and Sock Hop” will be held from 4 to

8 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 5, at Sand Point Park in

Titusville. The free event will feature more than 300

antique, classic and modern cars, trucks and motorcycles.

The program will include a sock hop. For more details on

the event, call Gina at the chamber at 267–3036.
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MAKE SAME SIZE AS ZIPPER
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321.674.2114  |  www.ZipperUroGyn.com
Brevard County’s only dedicated Urogynecology Center

For fewer visits to the
restroom, make a trip to

Zipper Urogynecology

Overactive Bladder
Spending more time here

than in your office?

DiPrima custom home and lot packages are
available in the following communities.

Veranda Place Di Prima homes starting at
$299,900 including your homesite which ranges in
size from 1/3 acre to just under 1/2 acre. Close to
A rated schools, a gated community of large wooded
homesites. Preserve and waterfront homesites
available for upgraded price. Call or visit our
model for more information, 321-751-9001.

Lansing Island Waterfront estates on the Banana
River, Grand Canal or lakefront.

Casa Bella A gated, lakefront community in
the Suntree area.  Satellite Beach schools.

Bayside Lakes Estate sized lots located around
the Arnold Palmer designed Majors golf course.

Croton Woods One homesite left, call our model
today for details. 321-751-9001.

We’ve been building in Brevard since 1961,
winning numerous awards for imaginative design and quality
construction. Talk with our experts about your ideas and get

a floor plan you’ll love for a price you can afford.
We work closely with every new home owner because your

purchase is as important to us as it is to you.
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BuzzMaker Marketing and PR
opens office in Eau Gallie area

Angela Lazazzera, founder and director of BuzzMaker

Marketing and Public Relations, has expanded her

business, opening an office in the downtown Eau Gallie

area of Melbourne.

She has more than 15 years experience in marketing,

advertising, public relations, branding, event planning,

and graphic design.

Lazazzera operated the firm from her home office in

Eau Gallie.

“Due to the growth of my company, and the demand for

my unique, unconventional creative services, I decided it

was time to move out of my home office and develop a real

presence in the community.”

She added, “What I’m finding is that during these tough

economic times, forward–thinking companies are actually

stepping up their marketing, advertising and PR efforts in

order to be remembered and be first in line when the

market shifts. In unison, I am stepping up my efforts to

help companies keep their flow of business in tact as things

get better.”

Lazazzera is a published freelance writer and has held

positions as director of marketing and public relations for

top U.S. companies, including KB Home.

She is the former publicist for Pat Riley, former head

coach of the Miami Heat.

Lazazzera holds certifications in philanthropy and

planned giving and is active in many nonprofit organiza-

tions throughout Brevard, including the Council of 100 for

the Brevard Art Museum. To view a complete portfolio of

her work, visit www.GetBuzzNow.com, or call 368–1229.

Contractors licensing prep course at BCC
A contractor’s licensing prep course that prepares

construction–industry workers for the state contractor

licensing examination will be held on Tuesdays, Sept. 1 to

Dec. 1, from 6 to 10 p.m. at Brevard Community College in

Palm Bay. In today’s challenging housing market, workers

are taking advantage of the prep class in order to equip

themselves when the market improves, said BCC’s

Richard Belton, of the Palm Bay Career Center. The

course fee is $495. Books are not included. The instructor

will review the required books in class. For more informa-

tion, call 433–7503.

Learn about UCF’s graduate programs
Prospective students can learn about the University of

Central Florida’s nearly 200 graduate programs during the

annual Graduate Fair on Wednesday, Sept. 9. The open–

house–style event, organized by UCF’s College of Graduate

Studies, will be from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Pegasus

Ballroom in the UCF Student Union. The event is free of

charge and open to anyone interested in UCF’s doctoral,

master’s or certificate programs. Attendees can dress

casually. Representatives from UCF’s colleges and

programs will be on hand to answer questions and provide

information. Parking is available in any of the nearby

garages or student lots. For more information, visit

www.graduate.ucf.edu/gradfair or send an e–mail to

graduate@mail.ucf.edu. Another contact is Chris

LeGoullon, College of Graduate Studies, at (407) 823–

6199. His e–mail is clegoull@mail.ucf.edu.

Brownings
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Dr Clevens
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BOB DOT COM

Consulting  �  Installation  �  Networking

rbelfattojr@yahoo.com

321-474-0393

Home Computer Repair

Browning’s Pharmacy & Health Care 
• Home Medical Equipment and Supplies 

• Respiratory Equipment and Supplies
• Power Wheelchairs and Seating 

We specialize in finding what you need 

(321) 725-6320 
141 E. Hibiscus Blvd,  

Melbourne, Florida  32901 
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ABI’s ‘ugly’ contest offers
$10,000 office makeover

If your company’s office environment is really messy,

there is an opportunity for your business to win an office

makeover valued at thousands of dollars.

American Business Interiors in downtown Melbourne is

having a contest for the “messiest and most disorganized

office” in the region. The grand–prize winner of “Brevard’s

Awful Office Makeover Contest” will receive a private–

office makeover valued at $10,000.

The first–place winner will also receive the use of a

copier for six months. Velox Systems Inc. of Melbourne will

provide rental use of a copier and service for up to 5,000

copies — including networking, scanning and faxing.

The second–place finisher receives a VSI copier rental

for one month and for service up to 5,000 copies. Third

place wins a toner cartridge credit valued at $50.

In addition to these prizes, Takeform Inc., a national

architectural graphics–signage company, is offering $250

in services to the contest winner.

The contest rules, entry form and prize information can

be found on Facebook. Go to Facebook and submit your

photo or cast your vote by joining the event. There is an

“Event Wall” for voting.

Peterson to perform at Brevard Art Museum
Jazz vocalist Linda Peterson will perform at 5:30 p.m.

on Friday, Sept. 4, at the Brevard Art Museum in

Melbourne. Peterson has been called “one of jazz’s best

vocalists.” Jazz Fridays are held at the museum the first

Friday of the month. Admission is $10 for guests. The

event is free of charge to museum members. The program

is sponsored WFIT and AT&T Real Yellow Pages. The

museum’s address is 1463 Highland Ave., in the Eau

Gallie area of Melbourne. For details, call 242–0737.

Support professionals to meet Sept. 8
The Central Brevard Chapter of the International

Association of Administrative Professionals will meet at

5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 8, at the Courtyard by

Marriott, 3425 N. Atlantic Ave., in Cocoa Beach. The

speaker will be Bridgett Griffin, operations manager for

Parrish Health & Fitness Center in Titusville. Her

presentation is titled “Routine, Routine? Bust Out! Rise

Above Fitness Plateaus and Break Through Boredom.”

The reservation deadline is Sept. 4. Visit

atiaapcentralbrevard.homestead.com to register.

Space Coast ASTD to meet at Holiday Inn
The Space Coast Chapter of American Society and

Training Development will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Sept. 8 at

the Holiday Inn Melbourne–Viera. The address is 8298 N.

Wickham Road. The program speakers will be Kimberly

Devlin and Ronnie Glotzbach, managing directors of

Edtrek Inc. Devlin has trained frontline staff and sales

teams to management and executive teams in public

organizations, Fortune 500 firms in Florida and through-

out South America. Glotzbach has worked in the training

and development profession for more than 25 years,

holding a variety of key positions including training

manager and consultant. The presentation is open to the

public. The fee is $20 for members and $25 for guests. To

register for the meeting, visit www.spacecoast–astd.com.
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Uniforms  �  Shoes  �  Accessories

Uniform Mart

Medical & EMT Supplies

Melbourne Shopping Center

1387 S. Babcock Steet

676-0000

Featuring                 Products

form Ma
k up BBk up B                 

Dependable, Careful, Professional

Nursing
Medical Assisting Health Science*

Radiologic Technology  
Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Nuclear Medicine Technology  

Occupational Therapy Assistant 
Massage Therapy  

Also offering degrees in:

Legal Studies* Criminal Justice Culinary Business
Interdisciplinary Studies* Computers & Technology

Call for a complete list of programs

1.888.338.1344
Call toll free to speak with an Admissions Counselor

Admissions Hours: Mon - Thurs 9am - 8pm, Fri 9am - 5pm, Sat 9am -1pm

www.KUMelbourne.com *Online only
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By Ken Datzman

As chief financial officer of 47–year–old

Browning’s Pharmacy & Health Care Inc.,

Colleen Hunter must not only deal with a lot of

ledger numbers but also complexities and

government policies that can have a sweeping

impact on the family business and its ability to

grow the bottom line.

Hunter points to a stack of papers on her

desk. “It’s all about government regulations and

documentation,” she says. “We have to undergo

accreditation every three years by various

agencies, including the Joint Commission. They

want to make sure the patient files are docu-

mented correctly. These reviews really cover

your entire business practices.”

A certified public accountant and University

of Florida graduate, Hunter joined Browning’s

nearly 15 years ago. With her financial back-

ground, she brought a new structure to the

business. Hunter is the daughter of George

Browning, the founding entrepreneur and chief

executive officer of the corporation. He is a 1953

graduate of the University of Florida College of

Pharmacy.

Hunter worked in Orlando and in Brevard

with CPA firms before realizing her calling was

with the family business.

“George had been doing the accounting work

himself for many years,” said Hunter, whose

company employs 62 people in Melbourne and

Orlando and has not experienced any layoffs

during the downturn.

“A local CPA suggested to him that he should

hire his daughter to do the accounting. One day

George asked, ‘Do you want to work for me?’ I

thought about it, and said ‘yes.’ I had always

thought I would be a CPA at a firm. But there is

nothing like the family business. My position

has evolved over time. I try to do whatever I can

to help free up our sales team. We do not have a

lot of people on staff who are not revenue

generators.”

Her pharmacy recently began offering $4

generic drug prescriptions. “We have a pretty

good list, about four pages of generic drugs

available,” she said.

The business also plans to install an

Interactive Voice Response system. IVR systems

are widely used to disseminate and provide

information to telephone callers through

automated sequences of voice prompts and

menu options. An IVR system will allow callers

to access Browning’s pharmacy services “by

CPA Colleen Hunter helps guide family business — 47–year–old
Browning’s Pharmacy & Health Care in Melbourne; rolls out $4
generic prescriptions, to install pharmacy IVR system for orders

telephone at their convenience,” Hunter said.

“All they have to do is call a dedicated number to

process or refill a prescription.”

Pharmacy customers and doctors can benefit

because all they have to do is enter the pharma-

ceutical prescription refills in the IVR system at

their convenience, during or outside of business

hours, without the need to wait on hold.

With the margins on drugs dropping over the

decades, growing pressure from chain stores,

brewing health–care reform, and the rise of the

Internet, more independent druggists are

looking to new areas to generate revenue and

growth.

Years ago, Browning’s smartly began to

transform itself into a one–stop health–care

business, providing customers not only with

prescription drugs, but also a full line of durable

medical equipment and supplies, among other

merchandise.

Browning’s retail store at 141 E. Hibiscus

Blvd. in Melbourne houses one of the region’s

largest selections of care products. It even sells a

popular series of cookbooks authored by

Hunter’s mother, Jeannie Browning. The series

includes “Kids at Work” and “Christmas

Holidays.” The books have classy, artistic covers

and feature a wide range of recipes, many of

them Jeannie Browning’s favorites.

Browning’s Pharmacy & Health Care

complex contains 27,000 square feet. The facility

was expanded in the early 2000s. Trained

staffers provide personalized service to custom-

ers.

“At Browning’s, we sell quality products that

have a reputation for their endurance, which we

think customers will be happy owning. There

are a lot of cheap products on the market today

but it’s not our operating philosophy to go down

that road because we know customers will be

disappointed with the quality of those items,”

said Hunter, whose staff holds certifications in a

number of specialties, such as having expertise

as orthotic fitters, and are up to date on

regulatory and reimbursement issues.

The extensive product line includes every-

thing from specialty shoes and orthotics to bras

and breast forms for mastectomy patients, liquid

oxygen and respiratory items, ventilators,

walking aids, wheelchairs, lift chairs and

scooters, specialized mattresses, a full range of

products catering to diabetics, as well as dietary

supplements and wound–care supplies. The

store provides free delivery and setup of the

equipment in the customer’s home.

Additionally, Browning’s Foot Center is one

of the most comprehensive operations of its kind in the area. The team

includes licensed professionals who are trained to fit diabetics with custom

shoes and insoles.

With millions of baby–boomers headed toward their golden years,

Hunter sees continuing growth coming from medical–equipment sales.

“The outlook is promising. At some time in their lives, most people are

going to need medical equipment. It should be a solid market for years into

the future, unless the government starts giving it away.”

She said the government’s Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

is rolling out a supplier competitive–bidding program for durable medical

equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies. CMS started a supplier–

awareness effort in May to prepare suppliers for the registration period

that begins in late August. The supplier–bidding period will begin in late

October.

“It’s definitely going to change the landscape in the durable medical–

equipment arena,” Hunter said.

Many small businesses in Brevard County pride themselves on

employee retention and Browning’s is a shining example. A good number of

staffers have been with the company 20 years or longer. For instance,

pharmacy technician Diane Marn has worked for the business for 30 years.

“We have an outstanding and dedicated staff of people. They drive the

organization,” Hunter said.

Colleen Hunter is Browning’s Pharmacy & Health Care’s chief financial officer. The
University of Florida graduate worked in Orlando and locally with CPA firms before
coming aboard the family business. Her father, George Browning, a UF pharmacy
graduate, is the founding entrepreneur and chief executive officer of the corporation.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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By Ken Datzman

TITUSVILLE — The Space Coast Cancer

Foundation’s work in this North Brevard

community is impacting lives, as the organization

takes a proactive, leading stance in the market

reaching out to needy cancer patients and their

families.

The foundation also raises money to fund

continuing–education scholarships for oncology

nurses at area hospitals, and participates in

events that help promote the overall well–being of

the community.

“The foundation, as a fund–raising and

charitable arm of Space Coast Cancer Center, has

been working to increase its ability to provide

services for the community,” said Dr. Richard

Levine, Space Coast Cancer Center Foundation

chairman and president of Space Coast Cancer

Center on North Washington Avenue.

“I think we are having an impact in our

community. Part of our mission is to raise funds

and provide assistance to local people. We are not

raising money that goes to fund research organi-

zations in New York or Los Angeles. There are

other organizations fulfilling that mission. We are

a Brevard County–based entity helping local

residents.”

The 501(c)(3) organization, for example, helps

cancer patients and their families pay for anti–

nausea and pain medications. “Some of the anti–

nausea medications can cost as much as $70 a

pill,” said Dr. Levine, a board–certified medical

oncologist and graduate of the Indiana University

School of Medicine.

He said the foundation has expanded its reach

and now provides funds for transportation, food,

and housing expenses for patients “who are losing

income because of their medical illness and need

financial support.”

At its recent board meeting, members voted to

change the name from Space Coast Medical

Associates Foundation LLC to Space Coast

Cancer Center Foundation, which is being

recorded with the state, he said. “We are raising

funds for cancer patients, and the new name

better reflects our mission in the community.”

The organization also hired its first full–time

executive director, Debbie Bissland. “We have a

very important role in the community and I

consider it an honor to be the foundation’s

executive director. Our focus is to reach out and

help cancer patients. We’re looking to raise our

visibility so more people will become familiar with

the foundation’s mission. We held a rally in the

Space Coast Cancer Foundation to host annual ‘Daffodil Gala’
Sept. 26 at Debus Center at KSC Visitors Complex — dancing
theme; names Bissland as its first full–time executive director

spring, which was a big success, and now we’re

preparing to host our annual ‘Daffodil Gala,’ a

benefit for the foundation,” said Bissland, who

works with veteran fund–raiser Linda Bradley,

Space Coast Cancer Foundation president.

Bissland’s experience includes having worked

as a medical assistant for Space Coast Cancer

Center for seven years. For the past 18 months,

Bissland has run Cancer Care Outfitters, a retail

boutique she founded and which is housed at

Space Coast Cancer Center. Before opening

Cancer Care Outfitters, she took a year off to

thoroughly research the field and write her

business plan.

The third annual “Daffodil Gala,” which in a

short time has become a popular event, is

scheduled from 7 p.m. to midnight on Saturday,

Sept. 26, at the Debus Conference Center at the

Kennedy Space Center Visitors Complex. This is

a new venue for the gathering. The facility can

accommodate up to 220 people. Last year’s gala

raised $40,000 for the foundation.

A dinner will be served in the Debus Center.

Event sponsorships range from $500 to $2,500.

The foundation is seeking items for donation to

help raise funds at the event. There is a need for

gift baskets and gift certificates. For sponsorship

and ticket information, or to make donations, call

Bissland at 264–5504 or send an e–mail message

to DebbieB@SpaceCoastCancer.com.

Dr. Levine said the gala has changed its

format this year and made some adjustments

because of the sluggish economy. The foundation

used to book national entertainment acts. “We

have gone to a local–entertainment format” for

the third annual Daffodil Gala. The theme is

“Dancing the Night Away.”

The evening will showcase a wide range of

dancers and dancing styles, including a nationally

ranked husband–and–wife ballroom–dancing

team from Jacksonville.

Dr. Levine contacted a colleague who practices

at the Shands Cancer Center in Jacksonville, at

the Proton Beam therapy facility, and invited him

and his wife to participate in the Space Coast

Cancer Center Foundation’s “Dancing the Night

Away.” Dr. Randy Henderson and his wife Jean of

Jacksonville will travel to Titusville and be part of

the dancing exhibit. “We have known each other

for a long time though our participation in

medical societies. With this new concept for the

Daffodil Gala, I asked him if he would join us, and

he said he would be very happy to do so,” Dr.

Levine said.

A host of local physicians plan to join the

Hendersons at the event. “We have a lot of doctors

in the area who are very good dancers. They danced the night away last year

at the Daffodil Gala. The attendees sat back in amazement as they watched

Dr. Juan Castro, Dr. Dennis Perez, Dr. Juan Perez, and many others

demonstrate their dancing skills,” Dr. Levine said.

Patricia Laakso of Downtown Dance Studio in Titusville has been

“donating her time and talent in preparing for the event,” said Bissland.

“We’re very thankful to have her support.” Laakso has more than 30 years

experience as a professional ballroom–dance teacher, competitor, and

choreographer. She is a member of the Imperial Society of Teachers of

Dancing of London.

In another event, Space Coast Cancer Center will team with the H. Lee

Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Institute in Tampa for the second

“Survivorship Summit” set for The Great Outdoors in Titusville. Space Coast

Cancer Center is affiliated the Moffitt Cancer Center, one of the leading

cancer facilities in America. The event is Oct. 16, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,

Dr. Levine says last year’s Summit held at Space Coast Cancer Center

was so successful, drawing 100 people, it has been moved to The Great

Outdoors conference center, which can seat up to 225 people. The Summit is

an educational day, where participants can learn about survivorship issues,

including fatigue and nausea, the late effects of chemotherapy and radiation,

pain management, art therapy, and geriatric medicine.

Debbie Bissland is the new executive director of the Space Coast Cancer Foundation
in Titusville, the fund–raising and charitable arm of Space Coast Cancer Center. Dr.
Richard Levine chairs the foundation and is president of SCCC, which is affiliated with
the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa. The foundation will host its Daffodil Gala
Sept. 26 at the Debus Center. Event sponsorships begin at $500.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Raymond James is named one
of Florida’s Best Places to Work

Tampa–based Raymond James was recognized among

the “Best Places to Work in Florida” in the large–

company category by “Florida Trend” magazine in a

recent survey.

The firm, which has offices in Brevard County, ranked

eighth out of 25 large companies statewide, scoring

particularly well in its employees’ assessment of planning

and leadership abilities, frequency and content of

communications, workplace safety, and overall associate

engagement.

“In these very challenging times for our industry, it is

particularly rewarding to know our associates feel

positive about working at Raymond James and rate us

highly on these important measures of employment

satisfaction,” said Angela Biever, the firm’s chief adminis-

trative officer.

The list of companies was compiled following a survey

conducted for the first time by “Florida Trend” in

partnership with the Best Companies Group.

The results were based on questions focusing on eight

themes: leadership and planning; corporate culture and

communications; role satisfaction; work environment;

relationship with supervisor; training and development;

pay and benefits; and overall engagement.

The survey was open to any company doing business

in Florida with at least 15 employees, including firms

based outside the state.

Orlando firm awarded Port contract
Rhodes+Brito Architects of Orlando was recently

awarded a contract to design the remodeling of the

second–floor common areas in the office building at the

Cape Canaveral Port Authority. Ruffin Rhodes, cofounder

and partner at Rhodes+Brito Architects, said the work

will include the restrooms, egress corridor, lobby and

HVAC upgrades. Design work will get under way within

the next 30 days at the 70,000–square–foot Port Author-

ity office building, Rhodes said, and construction is

expected to start before the end of this year.

Rhodes+Brito Architects, which opened in Orlando in

1996, employs a staff of 17 people.

Tech students earn marine scholarships
Four Florida Tech students have received $2,000

scholarships from the Marine Technology Society. The

students were selected based on their academic excel-

lence and their experience with and interest in marine

technology. Three of the students, incoming freshmen,

won MTS scholarships awarded to graduating high–

school seniors. Mallory Bond, a 2009 graduate of A.

Crawford Mosley High School in Lynn Haven, Fla., and

Howard “Chip” Lovejoy IV, a 2009 graduate of Blessed

Trinity Catholic High School in Roswell, Ga., will major

in ocean engineering. Katelyn Leban, a 2009 graduate of

Long Reach High School in Columbia, Md., plans to

pursue a bachelor’s degree in marine biology. Aaron

Macy, a resident of Charleston, Ill., and continuing

student at the university, was awarded an MTS scholar-

ship for undergraduates and is pursuing a degree in

biological oceanography. He graduated in 2008 from the

Illinois Math and Science Academy in Aurora, Ill.

Candlelighters of Brevard

new ad emailed

Established in 1987

Growing up a little too fast

Candlelighters of Brevard helps kids like me every single 
day. They help with our bills, our trips to treatment centers 
outside Brevard County, and much more. But, most of all, 
they care about me and my family.

for you, too!

Little comedian

NASCAR fan

Soccer player

Skateboarder

Great brother/son

Video gamer

Swimmer

Cancer survivor

Dylan — 3 yrs old

Proud Sponsors  — Brevard Business News; Images 4 Ever Photography 

1875-A South Patrick Drive, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937

by calling 800-435-7352 within the State.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.
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Florida Business Bank hires
Hall as senior credit analyst

David Hall has accepted the position of senior credit

analyst at Florida Business Bank in Melbourne, the

independent institution announced. Hall’s principal

responsibilities will be underwriting and managing FBB’s

commercial–loan portfolio. He will report directly to Aisha

Turner, who is the chief credit analyst for FBB.

“I am excited to join a local bank, where I feel I can add

value and have contact not only with clients but also with

the ownership of the bank,” Hall said. “I like living in

Brevard County and FBB is based here, so it just seemed

like a natural fit.”

Turner said FBB has been “looking to recruit someone

of Dave’s experience, talent and ambition for this key

position. We feel fortunate that he is also a Brevard native.

This is important to FBB.”

He is a graudate of Satellite High School and the

University of Central Florida. Hall earned a bachelor’s

degree in finance in 2003 from UCF.

Hall resides in Eau Gallie with his wife Kate.

He began his banking career with Wachovia and later

accepted a position as a credit analyst with The Bank in

Melbourne, now BankFirst. He was promoted to his most

recent position of commercial relationship officer.

Hall is active in the community and serves as chairman

of the Young Professionals of Brevard.

National agents represent seller in deal
National Realty of Brevard’s commercial division was

involved in the sale of the CasaLina Plaza strip center on

East Eau Gallie Boulevard in Indian Harbour Beach. The

announcement was made by Gale Bray, broker of National

Realty of Brevard. CasaLina Plaza is a 10,000–square–foot

multi–tenant retail building anchored by Cripsers and

Supercuts. Michael Corcoran, Jack Ryals and Alan King of

National Realty represented the seller, BankFirst, in the

transaction.

Author Didier to sign new book at B&N
Author Carol Ann Didier will sign her newest book,

“Navajo Night,” at an event set for Barnes & Noble in West

Melbourne. The program gets under way at 7 p.m. on

Friday, Sept. 11. The store is at 1955 W. New Haven Ave.

The event is free of charge and open to the public. For more

information, call 726–8817.

Mark Derman earns NAHB designation
Mark Derman of Derman Homes has earned the

Certified Aging–in–Place Specialist designation awarded

by the National Association of Home Builders. The

program teaches the technical, business–management and

customer–service skills essential to compete in the fastest–

growing segment of the residential remodeling industry —

home modifications for aging–in–place customers. The

NAHB Remodelers Council, in collaboration with the

AARP, NAHB Research Center and the NAHB 50–plus

Housing Council, developed the program to provide

comprehensive, practical, market–specific information

about working with older and maturing adults to remodel

their homes for aging in place. Central Florida–based

Derman Homes has been building new homes and

remodeling homes since 1986.

Bling Thing

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

Friday, November 6  • 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. • Suntree Country Club
One Country Club Drive, Melbourne, FL 32940 • 633-1887

Silent Auction, 
Jon's Fine Jewelry

Raffl e for Airline Tickets, 
Southwest Airlines

Art Work by Lloyd Behrendt
Door Prizes include a 

Round of Golf
$50 - BLF members
$55 - non members
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Junior Zookeeper program to start at Brevard Zoo
in the fall, wide range of activities are scheduled

This fall, the Brevard Zoo in Viera will kick off a monthly Junior Zookeeper program

recommended for children ages 10 to 12 who are interested in animals and the environ-

ment. Activities will be offered on the second Saturday of the month from 11 a.m. to 12:30

p.m. Each monthly activity will focus on a different topic and participants will receive a

pin upon completion of each activity.

Participants are encouraged to collect as many pins as possible. A sample of activities

might include enrichment workshops, special animal talks, and treasure hunts through-

out the zoo.

Initial enrollment into the program is $5 and participants will receive a Junior

Zookeeper badge to hold their special pins. Enrollment can be done through the zoo’s

education department and participants can choose any event of their choice. The fee for

each event is $5 and does not include zoo admission.

To enroll for the events, contact the registrar office at 254–9453, extension 219, or send

an e–mail message to edregistrar@brevardzoo.org. Reservations are nonrefundable.

Walk–ins are welcome, too.

The Junior Zookeeper schedule includes these programs: “Tremendous Tortoises,”

Sept. 12; “Marvelous Monkeys,” Oct.10; and “Leaping Lizards,” Nov.14.

Dr. Wood’s lecture to explore ‘Gravitational Waves’
Florida Tech’s Astronomy and Astrophysics Public Lecture Series will present “LISA:

Seeing the Universe Using Gravitational Waves” on Aug. 28 at 8 p.m. The free lecture, in

the F.W. Olin Engineering Complex on the Melbourne campus, will be presented by Dr.

Matt Wood, Florida Tech professor in the department of physics and space sciences. Dr.

Wood writes: “The search for gravity waves is a worldwide effort involving hundreds of

scientists. Several large, ground–based facilities have been developed, but to–date none

have detected gravity waves directly. The Laser Interferometric Space Antenna (LISA) is

a joint NASA–ESA project that will take the search for gravity waves to a space–borne

platform.” He will discuss in general terms the physics of gravity waves, how they are

detected and the promise of the planned LISA mission. The F.W. Olin Engineering Center

is located on University Boulevard. For more information, call 674–7717, or visit

www.fit.edu/aapls online.

Florida Bar to conduct workshop for reporters
The Florida Bar’s 20th annual Reporters’ Workshop will be held Oct. 12–13 in Talla-

hassee. The event is for print, television and radio journalists new to the courts and legal

beats, or new to Florida. It is presented by The Florida Bar Media and Communications

Law Committee. Reporters will learn the basics in legal reporting from lawyers, judges

and other experienced journalists. The program will include a dinner and the presentation

of the Florida Bar Media Awards. Workshop scholarships, provided by a grant from The

Florida Bar Foundation, cover two nights’ hotel accommodations and workshop meals.

Nominations must be made by editors, publishers or news directors and include informa-

tion on the journalist’s experience, current assignments and contact information. The

nomination deadline is Sept. 2. Send the information to event coordinator Dorohn A.

Frazier at The Florida Bar, or by e–mail at dfrazier@flabar.org. The fax number is (850)

561–5733. The mailing address is 651 E. Jefferson St., Tallahassee, Fla., 32399.

Clean indoor–air classes set for Cocoa, Palm Bay
Healthy indoor–air classes are being offered through the University of Florida Brevard

County Extension Service. “Breathe Easy: A Guide to Creating a Clean Indoor Environ-

ment,” teaches about common indoor–air pollutants and how to keep the indoor environ-

ment clean and healthy. The class will be held on Thursday, Sept. 10, from 10 a.m. to noon

at the Cocoa Extension office and on Tuesday, Sept. 22, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Palm

Bay Extension office. The cost to attend is $5, and registration is recommended. For more

information or to register, visit http://brevard.ifas.ufl.edu, or call 633–1702.

Free public speaking class offered for youth
The UF/IFAS Brevard County Extension Service will host “How to Lose Your Nerve:

Speaking in Public” from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 15, at 3695 Lake Drive in

Cocoa. This class is for young people 8 to 18 years old “who are nervous about speaking in

public, or want to learn how to make the most of a presentation.” There is no cost for the

instruction. For more information or to register, contact Vanessa Spero at 633–1702 or

send an e–mail message to vspero@ufl.edu.
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ACCREDITATION OF AMBULANCE
SERVI CESAs the county’s exclusive provider of non-emergency 

ambulance services, Coastal Health Systems of 
Brevard makes important connections every day 

for the citizens of our community. Since 1988, its staff of 
trained professionals has safely transported thousands of 
patients to and from their healthcare providers, playing a key role 
in Brevard’s medical transportation system.

Coastal Health Systems is a truly unique partnership. Operating under 
the governance of a Board of Directors with members from all three 
Brevard hospital systems and the oversight of the Board of County 
Commissioners, Coastal is able to respond to the needs and vision of 
the county’s healthcare and emergency services professionals alike.

Coastal makes connections for life—for residents of Brevard, with 
its community partners. For information, call 321.633.7050 or visit 
www.coastalhealth.org.

Coastal Coastal makesmakes

CoastalCoastal
  Health Systems of BrevardHealth Systems of Brevard

© 2009 Regions Bank. All deposit accounts are subject to the terms and conditions of the Regions Deposit Agreement. Minimum opening deposit required. See individual account disclosures 
for details. A monthly automatic transfer of funds of at least $10 from your Regions Checking account to a LifeGreen Savings account for the entire year is required to earn a 1% interest rate 
bonus. The bonus is based on the average monthly balance in your LifeGreen Savings for Business account for 12 months and paid on the anniversary of account opening. Maximum annual 
bonus of $250. Regions Quick Deposit is subject to the Regions Quick Deposit Service Schedule.

Introducing LifeGreen Checking and Savings for Business.

LifeGreen® Checking and Savings for Business is helping businesses 
save time, money and the environment too. Online Banking with free 
Bill Pay and e-statements let you take control of your finances and use 
less paper. And, with automated savings you can earn more green 
with a savings bonus of up to $250 on your savings account. 
Plus if you sign up for time-savers like Regions Quick Deposit® you can 
make deposits right from your office. Open your LifeGreen Checking 
and Savings accounts today. It’s good for business and a simple 
way to get more green.

Unlimited FDIC guarantee
on all non-interest-bearing 
checking balances

Free Online Banking 
with Bill Pay

Automated savings and up 
to a $250 savings bonus on 
your savings account

Discounted recycled checks

1.800.regions | regions.com
or visit a regions branch today

Come discover, as over 8 million customers across 16 states have, that you can expect more financial stability 
and security from Regions, and the peace of mind that comes with it.

Manage your money without leaving 
your desk. Another way your business 
can get greener overnight.
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BCC apprenticeship courses help to prepare
job–seekers for employment in various areas

Apprenticeship courses in air conditioning and refrigeration, electrical and wiring are

available at the Brevard Community College in Palm Bay.

“Each course is a self–paced course with packet handout and computer work and can

be registered for at any time during the term,” said BCC’s Richard Belton, of the Palm

Bay Career Center. “Upon registering students have six weeks to complete the course

material.”

The classes are:

l “Introduction to Air Conditioning and Refrigeration.” This course introduces students

to the basic fundamentals of air conditioning and refrigeration including heat transfer,

refrigerants, systems identification and on–the–job safety.

l “Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Components.” Introduces students to air

conditioning and refrigeration equipment and systems and how they work. Topics include

refrigeration cycles, compressors, accessories, and component function and operation, as

well as on–the–job safety. The course pre–requisite is “Introduction to Air Conditioning

and Refrigeration.”

l “Electricity for HVAC Single Phase.” This course provides students with an introduc-

tion to electron theory, Ohms Law and its applications, how electricity is produced, and

HVAC industry applications. The course pre–requisite is “Air Conditioning and Refrigera-

tion Components.”

l “Introduction to Basic Electricity.” This class introduces basic electrical fundamentals

and covers electrical theory, safety, and electrical circuits.

l “Residential Wiring.” This course provides students with the understanding of wiring

circuits, reading blueprints, service entrance, and light commercial wiring. The course

pre–requisite is “Introduction to Basic Electricity.”

For more information on these offerings, call 433–5294 or visit the Palm Bay campus

Administration Building (Building 1, Room 153).

Teacher Open House Sept. 10 at Brevard Zoo
The Brevard Zoo in Viera invites teachers to attend its 13th annual Teacher Open

House from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 10. Teachers can visit with exhibitors

from Central Florida, preview upcoming teacher–education opportunities, receive

informational handouts and win door prizes. Plus, teachers will have a chance to see the

zoo’s new “Paws On” exhibit. More than 25 exhibitors will be on site, including the

Brevard Art Museum School, Keep Brevard Beautiful, and the Sea Turtle Preservation

Society. To register, call 254–9453, extension 219, or send an e–mail message to

edregistrar@brevardzoo.org. The deadline to register is Sept. 8.

Computer classes for seniors to be held at BCC
Seniors can learn computer fundamentals and Internet and “netiquette” techniques at

Brevard Community College in Cocoa. The classes will be conducted in the Clark Maxwell

Jr. Lifelong Learning Center (Building 3, Room 112). The classes will help seniors tap into

the new wave of communication skills that enable them to shop online, research informa-

tion and communicate with family, friends and business associates. “Computer Funda-

mental for Seniors” will be held on Wednesdays, Sept. 16 to 23, from 9 a.m. to noon. This

class will teach seniors fundamental navigation and operation skills using basic computer

concepts, tips, techniques, and essentials of the Windows operating system. The fee is $70.

“Internet and Netiquette for Seniors” will be conducted on Wednesdays, Sept. 30 to Oct. 7,

from 9 a.m. to noon. Seniors will learn about Internet essentials and netiquette tech-

niques. The class “Computer Fundamentals for Seniors” is required before taking this

course. The fee is $73. For more information, call 433–7514.

Superintendent Binggeli to address Tiger Bay Club
Dr. Brian Binggeli, the new superintendent of Brevard County Schools, will address

the Space Coast Tiger Bay Club at 6 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 21, at Florida Tech in

Melbourne. The event will be held in the Hartley Room of the Denius Student Center. The

dinner fees range from $30 to $40. Dr. Binggeli has been on the job since July 1. In his

position, he oversees more than 9,000 employees. The county operates 86 schools, eight

charter schools and 17 special centers, with more than 73,000 students. Dr. Binggeli

previously held the post of assistant superintendent of Fairfax County Public Schools in

Falls Church, Va. Call 777–4998 to make a dinner reservation or send an e–mail message

to Spacecoasttigerbay@cfl.rr.com.
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80 percent of the patients arriving at ERs are not true emergencies, but others conclude

that visits for routine care, that could be handled in a clinic or doctor’s office, represent

about a quarter of the visits.

On the other hand, only about 15 percent of ER visits in 2006 ended with the patient

being admitted or transferred to another hospital.

So who uses the ER most frequently? Babies — there were 85 visits for every 100

infants under the age of 1 year in 2006; the elderly — 60 visits for every 100 people over

the age of 75; and the homeless — 84 visits for every 100 people who were homeless for

some part of the year.

Yet, those groups represented only about 13 percent of all ER visits. The growth in

volume of ER visits, most research suggests, has been driven mainly by more non–elderly,

insured, middle–class patients turning to the ER because they either don’t have a regular

source of primary care or can’t get an appointment for a medical situation they think is

urgent.

There is a widely held perception that people without insurance flock to ERs because

federal law requires that all patients be treated and stabilized regardless of ability to pay.

And in 2006, the rate of ER use among uninsured patients was 452 visits per 1,000

people, 1.2 times greater than the 367 per 1,000 in the prior year. The uninsured were

almost a third more likely to be treated and released with no additional care from the

hospital than were patients with private insurance coverage.

But researchers have also found that after taking into account health status, income

and the local availability of primary care, the uninsured don’t use the ER much differently

than people with private insurance.

The National Center for Vital Statistics reports that for adult visits in 2006, the biggest

share of ER patients, 40 percent, were covered by private insurance, while 17 percent were

uninsured, and the rest covered by government insurance programs.

But an analysis by the federal Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality found a

little different picture based on reports from about 1,000 hospitals that also included

children. It showed that 40 percent of all ER visits were covered by public insurance —

Medicaid and Medicare — and just 34 percent billed to private insurance. Worker’s

compensation paid for 6 percent, and the uninsured were responsible for 18 percent.

Yet, as the Johnson Foundation study notes, the growing use of emergency depart-

ments for ambulatory care “signals deterioration in access to primary care regardless of

patients’ insurance status.”

The ER
Continued from page 1

Palm Bay Hospital dedicates
Rachael M. Anderson Chapel

PALM BAY — The new Palm Bay Hospital chapel, which is part of the recent hospital

expansion opened this past June, was dedicated in honor of a beloved wife, daughter, and

mother of three children who died from ovarian cancer.

A short ceremony was held to honor the memory of Rachael M. Anderson, who died in

December 2004 at the age of 31. Rachael was a lifelong resident of Brevard County.

Rachael’s family wanted the new Palm Bay Hospital Chapel to be an everlasting

testament to Rachael’s faith, which helped to guide her and her loved ones.

Jeanne and Ed André, Rachael’s parents, say they hope the chapel will continue her

legacy as an inspiration for faith, hope, and peace for others in the midst of illness. They

describe Rachael as an “incredible fighter and a shining spirit” who never gave up hope.

During the dedication, Rachael was remembered by family, friends, local clergy

members, as well as Palm Bay Hospital President Judy Gizinski.

In addition to the generous gift from Rachael’s family, other donors to the chapel

include Bob and Beverly Galloway, who donated funding for the chapel furnishings in

memory of their mothers, Ellen Galloway, and Angela Orler.

The beautiful stained–glass doors at the entrance to the chapel were donated by Gene

and Judy McCarthy. Others who donated their time and services include HKS Architects,

Bovis Lend Lease, Southmost Drywall, Southern Acoustics, and ABC Caulking.

The Rachael M. Anderson Chapel is located inside Palm Bay Hospital’s main entrance

just past the elevators. Members of the public are always welcome.

Palm Bay Hospital is a member of the Health First family of hospitals and care

facilities in Brevard County.

Doctors Lawyers Weekend
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small business loans

We specialize in Loans for the Acquisition or Refinance of

Existing Businesses. Loans from $400.000. to $1,200,000. & more.

Our rates are extremely competitive.

321-622-5959

FIRST BREVARD

Experience, Value & Integrity

622-5959

Saturday, Sept. 26, 2009

Viera Regional Park
The Corner of Judge Fran Jamieson 

Way and Lake Andrew Drive 
Viera, FL  

9:00 AM Registration opens
10:00 AM Tournament begins

The Central Florida Council receives 100% of your contribution. Our state of Florida Registration number is SC-01447.

� Court Sponsor $2,500

The sponsorship includes:
� Up to 3 teams in tournament
� Company Name used to 

designate the playing fi eld
� Company logo on players 

bag
� Company logo on event 

banner
� Company logo on dodgeball 

website

� Gold Ball Sponsor $1,000

The sponsorship includes:
� Up to 2 teams in tournament
� Company logo on players bag
� Company logo on event banner
� Company logo on dodgeball 

website

� Red Ball Sponsor $500

The sponsorship includes:
� Team entry (6-10 players)
� Company name on players bag

Fax this form to 407-889-44406, or mail form to: 
          Wayne Densch Boy Scout Service Center, Attention Dodgeball 
          1951 S. Orange Blossom Trl., Apopka, FL 32703

Name:__________________________________________________

A d d r e s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

City/State/Zip:___________________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________________

� Check enclosed (Payable to Central Florida Council, BSA)

Please charge my: � Visa   � Mastercard � AMEX

Account #:____________________________________________

Expiration Date: _______Signature:________________________

contact: Kevin at Kevin.Litt@Scouting.org or 321-917-0097

Dodge, Duck, 
Dive, Dip 
& Dodge!

Can you handle being a part of the 
greatest team building event in 
Brevard County?

Join us September 26th for our 
annual corporate dodgeball 
tournament.

� Single Team Entry $300
(6-10 players on a team)



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationAUGUST 31, 2009 BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 17

BBN ADVERTISER

Daffodil Gala

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR
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Daffodil
Gala

3 rd Annual

Dancing the Night Away
Space Coast Cancer Foundation
Saturday, September 26, 2009

7 p.m. - Midnight
Debus Conference Center

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

Contact 321.264.5504 
for more information

501(c)(3) exempt

The mission of SCCF is to provide funds and assistance
for cancer patients and their families in need.
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At Health First Medical Equipment, we pay special attention to your clients’ home medical 
equipment needs. 

We rent and sell state-of-the-art medical equipment including:
Complete line of respiratory care products 
Hospital room setups for the home 
Diabetes care products 
Bedsore (decubitus) prevention 
Retail healthcare products (including physical therapy equipment) 
Many more products available

MELBOURNE - 129 West Hibiscus Boulevard, Suite A  
(1/4 mile west of Babcock on Hibiscus — south side of street.)

Mon. - Fri., 9 am to 5:30 pm Sat., 9 am to 1 pm

P: 321.434.3400 F: 321.727.1200 Medical
E Q U I P M E N T

HEALTH-FIRST.ORG/MEHEALTH-FIRST.ORG/ME

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY’S M.B.A.

THE COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
©2009 Webster University

Space Coast Regional Campuses
Merritt Island 321-449-4500
Palm Bay 321-956-6700
Patrick AFB 321-868-5194
webster.edu/space
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group in Brevard County, MIMA is set to unveil the first

two–story building, ahead of the project schedule. The

building contains a vast data center that supports an

electronic medical–record system, and other cutting–edge

technologies designed to improve efficiencies and

customer service for the growing practice. More than 120

physicians are part of the MIMA network in the county.

“We feel like we’re ready and we can’t wait to welcome

our first patient on Sept. 14,” said Luchetti. “All of the

MIMA physicians and staff who currently occupy space at

1130B Hickory St. in Melbourne will be moving into the

new facility over two consecutive weekends.”

The first floor of the new complex, which houses

internal medicine and family practice, as well as a

laboratory for blood draws, is scheduled to open on

Monday, Sept. 14. The second tier of the building, which

is dedicated to gastroenterology, general surgery, urology

and vascular surgery, is set to open on Monday, Sept. 21,

Luchetti said.

MIMA’s radiation–oncology services will continue to

be offered at 1130A Hickory St., she said. “We will soon

begin remodeling the physician space there in order to

house all MIMA’s cancer services in one comprehensive

location.”

Luchetti has guided the project all along, working

closely with an integrated team of construction partners

led by general contactor Erdman of Madison, Wisc., a

Cogdell Spencer Company that specializes in medical

facilities.

“Vicky has a unique position with MIMA Real Estate

LLC,” said Schmudlach, whose company has seven

strategically located regional offices around the nation.

“With this project, she has a lot on her plate. Vicky is

pretty much on her own to bring all the different func-

tional pieces together, working with very technical

information, such as MRIs, CTs, and automated–

laboratory equipment. Then there is the real–estate part,

which includes securing easements, contracts and

permitting. She has done a wonderful job all–round. This

has been a very fast–paced project,” he said.

Luchetti, who has worked in the health–care industry

for two decades, the last 10 years with MIMA, grew up in

a construction family. During the summers of her college

years, she worked for Luchetti Construction, a business

that caters to the underground–utilities market. At

MIMA, she has overseen a number of remodeling and

construction projects for the private business.

“The challenge we posed to Erdman for this project

was to build the campus in two phases, interconnecting

the facilities without duplicating support systems, and

allowing us to see patients in phase one with minimal

disruption until the completion of phase two. We timed the

conclusion of these projects based on existing lease terms in

our current buildings, “she said.

Luchetti added, “Their team is top–notch. We have been

very pleased, from the design and development portion all

the way through the final constructed project. This was an

extremely smooth and organized project — without

surprises — and we credit this to the Erdman team.”

She and Dr. Joseph McClure, who chairs the MIMA

board of directors and is president of MIMA Real Estate

LLC, spearheaded the development for MIMA. “Every

Tuesday, we would walk though the building with the

Edrman team,” Luchetti said. “It’s amazing to see the things

they do to bring a building of this size together. And it’s neat

for us to fully understand the building from the inside out.”

Under the leadership of Dr. McClure, MIMA has

expanded its services over the years, recruited more medical

specialists, and constructed new facilities, such as the

MIMA Cancer Center in Melbourne, while rounding itself

into a multidisciplinary group practice.

The Gateway development has been MIMA’s most

ambitious undertaking. The project involved extensive

planning and coordinating among various groups of people.

One day, 13 semitrailers rolled into town carrying pieces

of a crane, which were to be assembled on the construction

site. The crane was used to lift the exterior walls of the

Gateway buildings. The semitrailers lined up in an orderly

fashion near the site and workers unloaded the crane parts.

When materials arrived at Gateway, Chris Larue took

charge. He’s Erdman’s project field coordinator. “My role on

the project is to manage all the materials coming on site,

from the the major HVAC (heating, ventilating, and air

conditioning) equipment right down to the cabinets, sinks,

and faucets.”

Schmudlach said the first Gateway building contains

roughly “seven miles of electrical wiring. That does not

include the data center.”

At the peak of the project, 230 construction workers were

on the site daily. “It was very important to hire local

contractors and pump money into the Brevard economy,”

said Luchetti.

“All of our major contractors, from the earth movers to

the site–utility professionals to the people who supplied the

interior flooring, were from the local market. The drywall,

metal studs, conduit and wires, and so forth, were all

purchased locally for this project,” Schmudlach said.

Gateway phase one contains MIMA’s highly secured

information–technology data center, “which keeps us at the

leading edge of health–care organizations in the nation,”

Luchetti said.

“Through our high–speed data network, we have

interconnected our physicians, staff, laboratories, radiology

imaging, and devices using a secure and centralized

“electronic medical record.” Our care providers now have

instant access to all of the information available on each

patient. This allows for more than 120 physicians to work

seamlessly in the delivery of the highest possible personal

care for our patients.”

In a 2008 mail survey conducted by the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention, 38 percent of the physi-

cians reported using full or partial EMR systems, not

including billing records, in their office–based practices.

About 20 percent reported using a system described as

minimally functional and including the following features:

orders for prescriptions, orders to tests, viewing laboratory

or imaging results, and clinical notes. The results were

based on a survey of 2,000 physicians.

“When the new facility opens, the physicians won’t be

using any paper charts,” she said. “We will be operating in

a paperless environment.”

Luchetti said the privacy rule of the Health Insurance

Portability and Accountability Act regulates what uses and

disclosure of personally identifiable health information are

permitted by health–care providers, health plans and other

entities covered under the regulation. She said the goal is

to ensure that individuals’ health information is properly

protected while allowing the flow of data needed to

promote high–quality health care. “We have very strict

rules as it pertains to who can access a patient’s record.”

The IT footprint in phase one includes MIMA’s Picture

Archiving and Communication System. PACS is a network

of computers that store, share, and display digital images

taken in diagnostic imaging. The images are stored on a

computer system that allows health–care providers to

access information in a highly efficient manner from

almost any location using secure, Web–based software,

Luchetti said.

When phase two of the campus is finished, it will

contain 135,000 square feet. “At that time,” she said, “all of

our physicians and services from Sheridan Road (MIMA’s

flagship facility in Melbourne) will be moving to Gateway,

with the exception of hematology, oncology, IV therapy,

and blood–bank services, which will be moved to the

Hickory Street location.”

The second building will also house obstetrics and

gynecology, pediatric endocrinology, rheumatology and ear,

nose and throat services, which are currently located at

various MIMA sites in Melbourne and Palm Bay.

“MIMA’s goal for this project is to provide an efficient

and comprehensive health–care facility for our patients.

And we are looking forward to meeting their health–care

needs for many years to come,” Luchetti said.
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Our family’s growing...
- Fixed Ground Support Equipment Maintenance & Repair
- Personnel (Security) Screening Services
- Telecommunications Support Services

1220 Prospect Avenue, Suite 287, Melbourne, FL  32901 TEL: (800) 761-DATA
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The instruments used by our accomplished orchestra of cancer-fighting professionals include proven,

evidence-based treatments, techniques and technologies. We also participate in leading-edge research 

and clinical trials in affiliation with world-renown Moffitt Cancer Center. 
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