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Commercial contractor
Don Facciobene slices
timber–structures niche
By Ken Datzman
PALM BAY — General contactor Don
Facciobene Inc. has built commercial
facilities throughout Brevard County and
in surrounding markets for more than two
decades. The company has honed a
business model that sets itself apart in an
industry where there is increased competition today for a shrinking number of
overall construction projects.
One piece of business and a coveted
area of expertise that helps distinguish
Don Facciobene Inc. in the region is its
heavy timber–bridge division, which has a
nationwide footprint including projects for
golf courses and community–development
districts.
The bridge division’s portfolio stretches
from the state of Washington to Universal
Studios in Orlando to Florida Institute
Technology in Melbourne to Brett Favre’s
home in Hattiesburg Miss., the former
quarterback of the Green Bay Packers and
the New York Jets.
“We have traveled all over the United
States with our bridge crews, building

timber structures,” said Don Facciobene,
president and founder of the 22–year–old
company that offers a full suite of commercial–construction services, including an in–
house design–build team led by principal
architect Michael Karaffa.
“Typically, we have from three to five
crews working on timber–structure projects
around the nation. The bridge division does
a wide range of work. For instance, it has
the capability to build vehicular bridges
handling up to 80,000–pound loads, and
light pedestrian bridges or cart bridges.
This is a niche we treasure,” Facciobene
adds.
He says it’s a very sophisticated and
challenging business, especially when the
projects call for curves and arches in
bridges. “It requires a lot of technique.
Driving piles is a technique unto itself. It
takes skill to operate the machinery. In
order to run this type of business, you have
to be able to recruit the right mix of
people,” he said.
His company’s product line includes
pedestrian and cart bridges, abutments,
Please see Don Facciobene Inc., page 19

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Don Facciobene, left, is president and founder of general contractor Don Facciobene Inc. in Palm
Bay. The 22–year–old company specializes in commercial construction. Michael Karaffa is the firm’s
principal architect. He joined the business six years ago as it expanded into design–build projects for
clients. The firm operates a bridge division that works around the nation. It has built timber bridges
on more than 175 golf courses.

Technology startups buck trends — downturn presents opportunity
A saying repeated over and over in the
technology industry is that the best time to
build a company is during a downturn.
Many entrepreneurs are testing the
theory by forming their startups this year,
when many more established companies
are cutting jobs and, in some cases,
shutting down.
Optimistic? Definitely.
Foolish? Only time will tell.
“There has never been any doubt that
we were going to go forward,” said J.R.

Johnson, chief executive of Lunch.com, a
Web site for reviewing everything from
restaurants to books to shoes that rolled
out in April.
No official count of startups exists. But
it’s clear there are plenty judging from the
jockeying at technology conferences, like
recently at the Web 2.0 Expo in San
Francisco, where more than 80 new
companies applied to get on stage and be
critiqued by a panel of Internet–industry
veterans during a session dubbed
“LaunchPad.”
Many entrepreneurs had started work
on their projects more than a year ago,
when the economy was weak, but before it

went into free fall. Although they would
have preferred to premiere in better times,
the founders are still hopeful that their
companies can get traction and believe that
the slowdown may help them in the end
because of less competition.
Johnson is drawing on his experience
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leading VirtualTourist, founded in 1998,
through the dot–com bust, 9/11, and the
U.S.–led wars in the Middle East. He
eventually overcame the adversity — “one
blow after another,” as he put it — and sold
Please see Technology, page 16
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CIA Developers has announced the inaugural recipient
of the Gary R. Cunningham Entrepreneurial Award.
Quix Products LLC, founded by Travis and Theresa
Peres, will receive $10,000 in free rent at a CIA Developers
facility and a scholarship to the Technological Research
and Development Authority’s “Roadmap to Success,” a six–
week business workshop series.
“Selecting a company with an innovative business
model and a promising future was an exciting process,”
said Robert Good, a member of the selection panel. “Quix
demonstrated the most innovative product to bring to
market as well as a passion and drive that will be necessary to succeed in today’s business environment.”
The selection panel, made up of seven members chosen
for their various expertise in business included Charlie
Burr, Joanne Corby, Good, Don Laird, Vince Lamb,
Eugene Sheppard and Chester Straub.
Quix Products submitted its application through the
Florida Institute of Technology. The company has developed a patent–pending baby bottle that will make “feeding
quicker and easier.” The Quix bottle was a Gold Merritt
Award winner at the 2008 INPEX trade show.
CIA Developers said it will make the entrepreneurial
award an annual event and has “already begun planning
for next year.” The application process for the $10,000
award will begin in September. At that time, information
will be made available at www.cia–developers.com.
“This was a great experience for everyone,” said Bruce
Ingram, president of West Melbourne–based CIA Developers. “It was an opportunity to honor Gary Cunningham,
CIA’s founder, and reward someone with real entrepreneurial drive.”
For more information on CIA Developers or Quix
Products, contact Rick Kendust, marketing and leasing
coordinator for CIA Developers, at 723–3400.

Titusville Chamber to host seminar series
The Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce will present
its monthly “On Target” business seminar series from 11
a.m. to 12 p.m. on May 20 at the Fairfield Inn & Suites by
Marriott/KSC. The program is free of charge, but reservations are required. The featured speaker will be Michael
Foley, CEO of Solutions for Growth. He’ll talk about
“Business Planning in the Economy.” To RSVP, call Emma
at 267–3036.

Brenner Real Estate announces lease deal
The Brenner Real Estate Group, a full–service commercial firm based in Fort Lauderdale with offices at Imperial
Plaza in Melbourne, has announced a local lease renewal.
Dr. David Badolato, doing business as Premier Urgent
Care, has renewed his lease and expanded by 9,446 square
feet at the Centre at Suntree, 6300 N. Wickham Road, in
Melbourne. The business, which has been serving area
residents for nine years, now occupies 22,143 square feet at
the complex. Carla Casey, regional manager of the local
office, and Colette Wood, commercial leasing and sales,
handled the lease renewal and expansion. Casey and Wood
represented the landlord, Golden Triangle Realty LLC. For
more information, visit www.breg.net, or contact the firm
at 242–4575.
MAY 18, 2009
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EDITORIAL
Study: The best protectors from playground bullies? Girls
By Cathy Keen
Playground bullies may meet their match from where
they least expect — in the ranks of kids who are anti–
bullies — and most of them are girls, a new University of
Florida study finds.
“Boys may be more likely to bully, but girls are more
likely to defend those being bullied,” said Jim Porter, who
did the research for his doctoral dissertation in counselor
education at UF. “While a lot of attention has been devoted
to bully prevention programs, very little recognition is
given to kids who jump in and try to stop the bullying or
comfort the victim.”
These playground defenders merit attention because
research shows that a majority of school shootings are
committed by students who have been bullied, and victims
of bullying are at risk for dropping out of school, suffering
from depression and bullying others, Porter said. Thirty
percent of students in sixth– through 10th–grade report
some experience with bullying, either as a victim or
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perpetrator, he said.
Schools overlook good Samaritans as they are putting a
growing number of bully prevention programs in place, in
some cases relying on peer mediation where students
resolve the disputes themselves, with mixed results, Porter
said.
“What is missing in these programs is they don’t
incorporate children who are already known to help
victims,” he said. “Understanding kids who defend against
bullying may reveal a new avenue toward preventing
school–related violence.”
Porter surveyed 168 females and 101 males about how
they believed their mother, father, best friends and favorite
teachers would expect them to respond if they encountered
another student being bullied. The offensive behavior
included hitting, shoving, name–calling, teasing and
ostracizing. Participants attended four middle schools in
North Central Florida and were between the ages of 10
and 15.
Peer pressure can be a good thing, the study found.
Students said teachers and parents were more likely than
best friends to expect them to try to stop a bully, but they
were more likely to actually intervene if the message came
from a best friend. And more girls than boys reported
feeling pressure from friends to come to a victim’s aid,
Porter said.
Eighty–five percent of girls surveyed said their best
friend would expect them to defend or help a bullying
victim, compared with only 66 percent of boys, Porter said.
In contrast to this 19 percentage gap, there was only a 1 to
3 percentage point difference in expectations for boys and
girls’ behavior by teachers, mothers and fathers, he said.
Being female or having more feminine traits as
measured by a gender identity scale also increased the
likelihood that a student would defend a bully, the survey
findings showed. “Gender stereotypes that girls are more
nurturing and boys are more aggressive definitely play out

in how we expect boys and girls to behave,” he said.
“Somehow we communicate these expectations to kids and
it can affect their behavior.”
Schools may be the ideal place to try to help change
those ideas, said Porter, who is now a counselor at Alachua
Integrative Medicine in Alachua. “The news sometimes
suggests that violence makes schools a hazardous place to
be, but schools also are where we can learn how to get
along with others and become adults,” he said.
Giving a role in bully prevention programs to bystanders who step in to defend the victims on the playground
and in the classroom fits in with the recent trend in
educational psychology toward positive reinforcement,
Porter said.
“There was a time when people were more likely to
think of punishing bad behavior,” he said. “Now there is a
push toward finding and rewarding good behavior.”
Porter said he has always been interested in the subject
of bullying because he was often beat up as a “new kid”
moving from one community to another. “I never understood but always wanted to discover why some students
were able to jump in and help others,” he said.
Focusing on defenders illustrates dramatic changes in
public attitudes, he said.
“There was a time when bullying was not researched
because it was considered normal childhood behavior,” he
said. “It was thought of as being part of growing up, this
learning to determine a pecking order, and making people
stronger and weeding out the weak.”
Bullying expert Drew Nesdale, a psychologist at Griffith
University in Queensland, Australia, said this research
suggests that a little recognized and under–used source of
help might be found in the victims’ peers. “Interestingly,
the fact that children who help might be responding to the
expectations of others is consistent with research that has
identified the powerful effect of the norms or expectations
of others on their behavior.”

Status of Women accepting nominations for Hall of Fame
Nominations for the 2009–2010 Florida Women’s Hall
of Fame are being accepted through Wednesday, July 15,
by the Florida Commission on the Status of Women.
Since its inception in 1982, the Hall of Fame has
recognized and honored Florida women who, through their
lives and work, have made “significant contributions to the
improvement of life for all citizens of the state.”
The commission accepts nominations to the Hall of
Fame annually between April 1 and July 15.
Following deliberations, the commission will recommend 10 nominees to Gov. Charlie Crist, who will select up
to three women for induction into the Hall in a March 2010

ceremony.
Prior inductees include former U.S. Attorney General
Janet Reno, singer Gloria Estefan, tennis athletes Chris
Evert and Althea Gibson, pilot Betty Skelton Frankman,
Bethune–Cookman College founder Mary McLeod
Bethune, and Congresswomen Carrie Meek, Tillie Fowler
and Ruth Bryan Owen.
Nomination forms may be obtained by writing The
Florida Commission on the Status of Women, Office of the
Attorney General, PL–01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, Fla.,
32399–1050, or by calling (850) 414–3300. Forms are also
available for download at http://www.fcsw.net.

Florida Tech awards Presidential Scholarships
Florida Institute of Technology has announced the Presidential Scholarship Awards, which go to 10 high academic
achievers transferring from Brevard Community College to Florida Tech in fall 2009. The scholarships are guaranteed to
include a combination of grants and other funds equal to full–time tuition until completion of their bachelor’s degrees.
The selected students are: Victoria Branham; James Brownlee; Christina DeMao; Candace Hamiel; James Jankovic;
Valerie Phillips; Tisha VanPelt; Samantha Anderson; Allison Pustay; and Derek Rodrigues. These students have all
earned cumulative grade–point averages of at least 3.8. The scholarships are awarded annually to graduating BCC
students planning to enter Florida Tech in the fall semester.
Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information
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Florida Tech’s Delta Mu Delta
honors Wall and Hermansen
The Florida Institute of Technology College of Business
Epsilon Eta Chapter of Delta Mu Delta inducted 14
undergraduates and two graduate business students
during the 22nd annual Banquet and Induction Ceremony
April 24. The event was held on campus. Delta Mu Delta is
the national honor society in business administration.
Named as honorary inductees at the ceremony were
community leaders Barbara Wall and Bjornar Hermansen.
Both are longtime supporters of the College of Business
and the university. Many College of Business donors were
also honored at the event. They include the Lansing
Gleason family, Kent and Steve Mergler, Bill and Wendy
Potter, Mike and Patricia Scafati, Steve Freeman, Alan
and Sharon Smith and Phyllis Long.
Undergraduate students inducted were Matthew
Belew, Michael Bluestein, Albien Eres, Tracey Frett,
Jeffrey Madenford, Pericles Maranhao, Stacey O’Hara,
Dwight Pate, Omar Raheem, Mary Renfro, Daniel Rizzi,
Kevin Sklenicka, Marissa Weselak and Patrick Whelan.
Inducted graduate students were Jyoti Kulkarni and John
Scott. Undergraduate and graduate students must be in
the upper 20 percent of their class to be eligible for Delta
Mu Delta.
Delta Mu Delta was founded as a national organization
in 1913 to provide recognition to outstanding students of
business administration. Today there are more than 200
chapters of the society across the country and one international chapter. Among the several hundred thousand
students who receive bachelor’s or master’s degrees in
business each year, only about 5,000 students are elected
annually to membership in the society.

Dr. Grenevicki elected president of society
Local maxillofacial surgeon Dr. Lance Grenevicki has
been elected president of the Florida Society of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgeons. Dr. Grenevicki has practiced in the
Melbourne market since 1999 and has held numerous
leadership positions with organizations. Through this
election, he now represents 350 colleagues throughout
Florida providing oral and maxillofacial surgical care.
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American Cancer Society honors Rocque
The American Cancer Society’s Man–to–Man Prostate
Cancer Support Group recently honored founding facilitator Gene Rocque for his many years of service. Dozens of
support group members, family and friends attended a
ceremony on April 27 where they recognized Rocque’s
contributions to the program, including his role in establishing the group in April 1994. With his “dedication and
perseverance, Man–to–Man has helped many men and
their loved ones face their journey with support, information and courage.” The group is education–based, with
members meeting monthly to hear speakers from the
health–care profession, spend time networking and
provide peer support. In addition to founding the support
group, Rocque also helped organize the Men’s Health
Summit, an annual event serving area residents. For more
information on the Man–to–Man Prostate Cancer Support
Group or other American Cancer Society patient programs
and services, as well as volunteer opportunities, call 433–
3109, extension 115, or 800–ACS–2345.
MAY 18, 2009
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Another Landmark Building Designed by MAI
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The Cocoa Beach Surf Company is an $18 million project on A1A in world-famous Cocoa Beach.
Known as the ‘world’s largest surﬁng complex,’ the 30,000 sq. ft. retail store and 75-room adjoining
hotel and restaurant are a study in whimsy and architectural complexity.

got commercial?
MAI specializes in masterplanning; taking your
venture all the way from concept to occupancy.
A single company to assess, design and build your
next project. Call today for a free site evaluation of
your commercial property.

321-757-3034
www.maiDesignBuild.com
2200 Front St. Suite 300 Melbourne, FL 32901

Commercial Outside Storage

Space Available

Central Brevard Location
SR 520 near I-95
Convenient for Fleet Storage
Heavy Equipment Storage

Available for Lease
For Information Call

321-298-9346
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‘Portraits of Possibilities’ event
a big success, raises $75,000
The second annual “Portraits of Possibilities” event,
held March 28 at the Indialantic home of Dr. Robert and
Maria Seelman, raised more than $75,000 for the
Children’s Home Society of Florida’s Brevard Division.
At the event, the 2008 R. David and I. Lorraine Thomas
Child Advocate of the Year Award was presented to the
Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs for its years of
service and support for the Hacienda Girls Ranch.
Also nominated for the award were foster parents Ivory
and Steven Murphy, and Brevard County Sheriff Jack
Parker. Debi McMullen was presented with the Volunteer
of the Year Award.
The event sponsors were: Lexus of Melbourne, Jim and
Betty Nance, Health First Inc., Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kott
of The Highland Mint, Mrs. and Mrs. Ed André, Sammy
and Carolyn Cacciatore, Art and Lorie Evans, Warren and
Evelyn Foster, Myra Igo Haley, Harris Corp., Drs. Wayne
and Deborah Kearney, Judy and Bryan Roub, Virginia and
Fred Sandor, Dr. Robert and Mrs. Maria Seelman, Wal–
Mart Store 956, Wal–Mart Supercenter 1702, and Wal–
Mart Supercenter 5455.
Continuing the list of sponsors: the Baney family,
Beachside Physical Therapy, Christine Canavan of A
Granddaughter’s Promise, Charroux Homes, Tom and
Linda Davis, Stephanie Durgin of Ginny’s Place Viera and
Ginny’s Place Lake Washington, Dr. Kim Zipper of The
Fountain of Youth, Walter and Dottie Gatti, Brett and
Kelly Gelbert, Dr. and Mrs. Peter Gilbert, Dr. Nanialei
Golden, Jack and Martha Hartley, the Hobgoods, Dr.
Athan Kartsonis, Teresa Miles, Donald Sheppard, and
James and Patricia Pruitt.
In–kind sponsors were “Brevard Business News,”
Bright House Networks, Haru Sushi Bar & Grill, Hollywood Limousine, Newton Land Development, Ocean Sky
Images, Publix in Indian Harbour Beach, Southeast
Auctions, Space Coast Living Magazine, Tim Webber, and
WGRV The Groove.
The third “Portraits of Possibilities” will be held on
Saturday, April 10, 2010, at the home of Dr. Robert and
Maria Seelman. For more information on sponsorships, to
request an invitation, or to donate items for the auction,
contact Leslie Bardo at 752–3170, extension 235, or send
an e–mail message to leslie.bardo@chsfl.org.

Melbourne Orchestra to salute veterans
The Melbourne Community Orchestra will present a
concert titled “Honoring All Who Served” at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday and Thursday, May 20 and 21, in the Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd. The program is
dedicated to the men and women who “commit their lives
in many ways to serve this country.” Special music will
include the “Boston Pops March,” the “Armed Forces
Salute,” and “Summon the Heroes.” Special guest performers will include Searra Weeks, Laura St. John, David
Ewing and well–known fiddler Ash Reader. This event will
be the first “Picnic Concert” of the season and will provide
a table arrangement in the auditorium in which guests can
enjoy their picnic dinner. Admission to the concert is free of
charge but tickets are required. Call 952–9949 or visit
www.mcorchestra.com for ticket–outlet locations.
MAY 18, 2009
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Inaugural ‘Toast and Roast’
benefits children in Brevard
The children served by the Children’s Advocacy Center
of Brevard (CACB) will benefit from the proceeds of the
inaugural “Toast and Roast” event hosted on April 4 by the
Friends of the Children’s Advocacy Center of Brevard.
State Attorney Norman Wolfinger sat in the honoree
chair at the event, which was held at the King Center for
the Performing Arts in Melbourne and attended by 160
people. The net proceeds from the event is expected to be
close to $9,000, said Helene Sanford, president of the
Friends.
“It was a successful inaugural event and one we plan to
grow each year,” she said. “Events like this one not only
honor individuals who have had a significant impact on
the Children’s Advocacy Center but also bring awareness
to the community about child abuse and the amazing work
of the Advocacy Center on behalf of abused children.”
Event Silver sponsors included Brevard Community
College, Community Credit Union, Florida Power and
Light, Kirk Realty Inc., Steven and Michelle Perlman,
Helene and Wayne Sanford, Delores and Guy Spearman,
Whittaker Cooper Financial Group, and Norm and Janie
Wolfinger.
The Florida Tech “Twitchy Band,” which is probably the
only all–Ph.D. band on the Space Coast, provided the
entertainment. The band members are Cliff Bragdon,
Anthony Catanese, Fred Ham, Kevin Johnson, Ivica
Kostanic, Alan Rosiene, Tom Waite and Jamie Younkin.
The Friends of the Children’s Advocacy Center of
Brevard is a nonprofit organization of volunteers who work
to bring awareness of the issues of child abuse.
In addition to Sanford, board members are Kim
Gwiazda, Donald Hemmenway, Kenneth Whittaker,
David Brock, Jessie Das Kirk, Dr. Maxwell King, Diane
Scott, Delores Spearman, and Norman Wolfinger. At the
April meeting, the board welcomed its newest director,
Vicki Rios Martinez.

Navy League to honor Merchant Mariners
The Navy League’s Cape Canaveral Council will hold
its eighth annual “Salute to the U. S. Merchant Marine”
with a commemorative wreath laying at sea and a
luncheon in observance of Maritime Day on Friday, May
22, at Port Canaveral. “It’s one of the great traditions of the
Cape Canaveral Council to honor the men and women who
serve the U.S. Flag Merchant Marine and most particularly those who gave their lives in the nation’s service,”
said Mike Tuttle, council president. “ A flotilla of boats will
depart from Rusty’s at 628 Glen Cheek Drive, in Port
Canaveral, at 10:30 a.m. for the wreath–laying ceremony,
which will include a brief memorial service to honor our
fallen comrades.” Commemorative wreaths will also be
laid in honor of the late U.S. Navy Capt. Fred Carl, a
longtime Navy Leaguer who served two terms as Cape
Canaveral Council president and twice earned “Outstanding Council” recognition honors during his tenure; the late
Bill “Sparkey” Vaiachinis of the Military Sealift Command,
and World War II Merchant Marine veterans from the
Ocala, Fla., Chapter. The public is invited and may
purchase tickets at $15 per person by calling Kurt
Ronstrom at 258–1608.
MAY 18, 2009
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True crime writer Anna Flowers will be one of the
presenters at the Florida Institute of Technology Department of Humanities and Communication’s 2009 Creative
Writing Institute in Melbourne.
Classes will be held Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
May 18, 20 and 22, starting at 9 a.m. and continuing
throughout the day until 10:30 p.m.
Flowers, who was recently added to the program of
presenters, will speak on Wednesday from 3:45 to 4:45
p.m. Flowers’ first two books were about Florida serial
killers. They were “Blind Fury,” about Gerald Stano, who
killed 41 women in Central Florida, a Doubleday True
Crime Book Club lead selection, and “Bound to Die,”
about the case of Bobby Joe Long of Tampa, a classic in
police–detection work before the use of DNA.
The Brevard County resident also wrote “Murder at
Wayside Antiques” and “Wanton Woman.” Visit Flowers’
Web site at www.annaflowersbooks.com for more
information.
In its first year at Florida Tech, the institute offers
many classes, lectures and special events in different
genres of creative writing. All classes are taught by
college professors and published writers and are offered
at a variety of times, including evenings, in order to
accommodate the schedules of all those in the community
who wish to participate.
The keynote speaker will be Philip Deaver, writer–in–
residence at Rollins College. His address is free of charge
and open to the public. He will launch the week’s
activities on Sunday, May 17, at 2:15 p.m. in the Gleason
Performing Arts Center on campus. A reception will
follow.
The fee will be $99 for one three–day class; $49 for a
second class; and $29 for a third class. The fees include all
speaker presentations, panels and events. Individual
lectures are $49 each; bonus events are free to all
participants. Early registration is encouraged. For more
information, visit http://411.fit.edu/cwi or e–mail
dcaballe@fit.edu or call 674–7248.
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The West Melbourne Business Association is accepting applications for its scholarship program. The scholarship is awarded on the basis of the applicant’s financial
need, academic achievement and extracurricular
activities. The application deadline is June 5. The awards
are two $500 scholarships, and may be used for college
tuition, books, or fees. Applicants may be going to college
for the first time, continuing their college studies, or
returning to school after an interruption. Applicants
should include name, address, phone number, a transcript, a letter of recommendation from a teacher, and a
one– or two– page essay describing themselves. The
scholarship committee will interview applicants. Send the
information to: West Melbourne Scholarship Committee,
Andrew P. Arno, P.O. Box 120954, West Melbourne, Fla.,
32912–0954. For more information, call 951–2888. The
West Melbourne Business Association meets at 11:30
a.m. on the second Wednesday of the month at the Olive
Garden Restaurant in West Melbourne.
MAY 18, 2009
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NFL great Jim Brown to present
youth program at the King Center
Movie star and NFL great Jim Brown will present the
“Amer–I–Can” program for youth on Monday, May 18,
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Maxwell C. King Center for the
Performing Arts, 3865 N. Wickham Road, in Melbourne.
The free event, sponsored by Brevard Community
College, is “expected to draw more than 2,000 youth,
parents, pastors, city officials and community leaders” to
the King Center to hear Brown’s life–changing message on
“The Responsibility of Self–Determination.”
The event is co–chaired by community leaders Carl
Finerson and Eugene Johnson, a former member of the
BCC Board of Trustees. “Brown is a phenomenal person
whose insight has changed the lives of thousands of youth,”
said Finerson, an event organizer. “We are proud to have
him address the youth in our community.”
The program is open to the public. For more information, call Finerson at 674–0808 or BCC at 433–7091.
Dr. Jim Drake, BCC president, will facilitate the
program along with Brown who will answer questions
from the audience following his talk. In August, Brown will
provide the eight step “Amer–I–Can Life Management
Skills” curriculum in Brevard County schools.
“We are excited about the program and its proven
success,” Dr. Drake said. “Brevard Community College is
committed to supporting ‘Amer–I–Can’ and the county’s
youth as they benefit from these life–changing skills.”
The program’s structure focuses on self–help and peer–
group relationships. For more than 20 years, the program’s
success rate has “produced college graduates and productive citizens.” The curriculum addresses such areas as
motivation, habits and attitudes, goal–setting, problem–
solving and decision–making, family relationships,
financial stability, effective communication, and employment search and retention.
“The beauty of the ‘Amer–I–Can’ program is that it is
applicable to all people, as it transcends race, age, gender,
religion, and socio–economic status,” said Brown, a former
running back for the Cleveland Browns.
“My belief is that teaching and sharing the program
concepts related to self–esteem could significantly impact
the problems our society faces today. Completing the
‘Amer–I–Can’ program will change one’s life and help him
or her to become a contributor to a better community and
ultimately, a better nation,” he said.

Fundraising professionals to meet
The Space Coast Chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals will meet on Friday, May 22, at
Suntree Country Club in Melbourne. Registration and
networking will begin at 7:30 a.m., with the program
starting at 8 o’clock. Robert Koo, an independent art
succession and philanthropy consultant for Bonhams,
Trusts and Estates in New York, will be the featured
speaker. “Using your Passion to Fund your Philanthropy”
is the title of the program and will feature “creative ways
to transform your collections into philanthropic gifts.” The
event is open to the public. Those interested in attending
should contact Suzanne Sparling at United way of Brevard
by Monday, May 18. Her telephone number is 631–2740,
or send an e–mail message to ssparling@uwbrevard.org.
MAY 18, 2009

Developers Closeout Sale

Over (30) 1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Condominiums –

At least (12) to be offered ABSOLUTE regardless of price
Live Onsite & Webcast Auction
Sale Date: Saturday, May 30 th, 2009 at 10:00 AM EDT Location: Sale on the Premises, 3540 Sable Palm Lane, Titusville, Florida 32780

Inspection: Saturdays, May 16th & 23rd, 2009 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM EDT each day and Friday, May 29th, 2009 from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM EDT

Auction

Highlights of Development Include:
• Outstanding Opportunity for 1st time buyers
- Take Advantage of Attractive Home Buyer Tax Credits
• Over (30) 1, 2 and 3 bedroom condominium units
• At least (12) units to be offered
ABSOLUTE REGARDLESS OF PRICE
• Stable condominium conversion project with a
well established, fully funded condo association
• Choice of “standard” or “fully upgraded” units
• Community amenities include: resort-style pool with cabana;
• Interior features including ceramic tile, Berber
lighted tennis court; 24-hour ﬁtness center; shufﬂeboard courts;
carpets, designer kitchen cabinetry and ceiling fans
barbecue/picnic area; pet friendly and mail center with parcel boxes
(in select units)
• Optional membership to the LaCita Country Club
• Screen lanai or balcony
• Major attractions within 1 hour include: Cape Canaveral
• Prewired for cable television and high speed Internet
Space Center; Disney World; Universal Studios;
• Fireplaces and entertainment centers available
Sea World; world class golf courses and beaches
in select models

pick up BBN
5-11-09
page 2

Broker Participation Invited – Contact Auctioneer for Details

For further information, please contact: LOUIS GOLDBERG Tel: 914 235 4905 Email: louis.goldberg@go-dove.com
Auctioneer & License: FL - David Fiegel Auction Lic. #AU3903, Broker Lic. #BK3218441

For more information and terms of
sale, visit www.Go-Dove.com
and search, Villas at LaCita

Founders Forum
new ad emailed

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information
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Space Coast Chapter of Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association
relaunches in county, led by Samir Patel of Holiday Inn Hotel and
Conference Center in Viera — chapter fund–raiser set for Shuttles
By Ken Datzman
Restaurateurs and hoteliers in the region have
seen a sharp decline in their revenues the past 12
months, as a downtrodden economy has forced
businesses to cut back on travel and consumers to
tighten their budgets.
But these Space Coast hospitality professionals, many of whom are independent operators of
family enterprises, are now banding together to
help one another in this challenging environment.
“I think it’s really important that we come
together this year as a unit, as an industry, and
we are seeing it happen,” said Samir Patel,
president of the relaunched Space Coast Chapter
of the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association and general manager of the 130–room
Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center in Viera.
“Although Brevard is a 72–mile–long county
and the market is broken down into various
segments, hoteliers, restaurateurs and the allied
businesses that cater to the hospitality industry
are coming aboard the FRLA from all over the
region. There is strength in numbers. The
hospitality industry is so important to the county
and the state. It has a huge impact in communities throughout Florida,” he said.
According to the FRLA, hospitality is a $56
billion industry in Florida, comprising 20 percent
of the state’s economy, producing $3.4 billion in
tax revenue, and employing 900,000 people. “In
Brevard, the hotels pay a 5 percent resort tax
(also known as a ‘bed tax’) which generates money
for the county to promote tourism,” he said. In
2008, the resort tax amounted to $8.5 million for
Brevard.
Patel was one of a small group of FRLA Space
Coast Chapter leaders who traveled to Tallahassee to meet with state representatives in the
House and Senate. The event, called “Space Coast
Chapter Legislative Day,” was held April 7. “This
was my first opportunity to participate in this
type of program and I greatly enjoyed it.”
Patel was destined to have a career in the
hospitality business. His parents once managed a
22–room motel in Ocala. “I was born in that hotel.
My family lived there.”
A Merritt Island High School graduate, Patel
earned a bachelor’s degree in business management and entrepreneurship, with a minor in
hospitality, at the University of Central Florida.
He was just awarded the Certified Hotel Administrator designation, a professional credential in the
industry. The program of study is administered
by the American Hotel and Lodging Association.
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10

The FRLA, with its headquarters in Tallahassee and regional offices in key markets around the
state, is an affiliate of the National Restaurant
Association and the American Hotel and Lodging
Association, two large and influential nonprofit
trade organizations with lobbyists working on
their behalf. The FRLA has roughly 10,000
members in Florida. The association says it has
been “effective in influencing legislation that has
saved the industry $1.2 billion in taxes and fees
over the past 10 years.”
The Space Coast Chapter of FRLA was active
for many years, said Shelly Siceloff, FRLA’s
Central Florida regional director whose office is in
Winter Park. The chapter reopened this year. She
worked closely with hospitality operators in
Brevard in restarting the chapter.
“We are thrilled to see the Space Coast
Chapter up and running again and covering all of
Brevard County,” said Siceloff, who has been on
the FRLA staff for seven years.
“At one time, it was one of our strongest
chapters. It was led by Rusty Fisher, a longtime
restaurateur in Brevard. But a lot of the leaders of
the chapter retired from the industry around the
same time and the chapter went inactive.
Sometimes it just takes some fresh faces to get
things restarted. Rusty’s son, Rhett Fisher (of
Rusty’s Seafood & Oyster Bar), is one of those new
faces on the FRLA board of directors,” she said.
The FRLA recently created a new regional
director model. The organizational structure has
given a lift to getting the Space Coast Chapter
back on track. “There are six of us in the state
who oversee regions and part of our job is helping
hospitality professionals rebuild their FRLA
chapters once they have gone inactive. The Space
Coast Chapter was one of my first assignments
last year,” said Siceloff, a Florida State University
graduate who has a bachelor’s degree in international marketing and started working for FRLA
during her senior year in college.
The local chapter will host a fund–raiser from
4 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10, at Shuttles
Bar & Grill in Merritt Island. The address is 6100
N. Courtenay Parkway. More than 30 restaurants
have committed to participate in “A Taste of the
Space Coast,” said Patel. “The program will be a
family event and it will have a lot to do with
raising the awareness of the association in the
community. We want to promote the Brevard
County hospitality industry.”
The benefit is open to the public and tickets
are $10 each. Shuttles’ telephone number is 453–
2320. The restaurant recently reopened after a
full renovation by the new owner, Bill Grillo. The
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Shelly Siceloff, Central Florida regional director for the Florida Restaurant and
Lodging Association, worked closely with hospitality professionals in Brevard to
relaunch the Space Coast Chapter of FRLA. Her office is in Winter Park. Samir Patel
is president of the local chapter, which is seeing strong membership support. He is
general manager of the Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center in Viera.

establishment is now called Shuttles Dugout Bar & Grill.
The FRLA Space Coast board of directors includes: Rhett Fisher, Rusty’s
Seafood and Oyster Bar; Oral Ali, Clarion Hotel, Merritt Island; Tere
Beaudreau, Rusty’s Seafood and Oyster Bar; Joanna Kemp, Heartland
Payment Systems; Jim Ridenour, Courtyard by Marriott and Residence Inn,
both in Melbourne; Bill Burke, Conch Key Grille and Tiki Bar; Janice Scholz,
Brevard County Public Schools; Louis Morehead, Florida Key Lime Pie Co.;
Dave Poore, 98.5 Radio; and Kash Ramnarain, Training by Kash.
Board members are: Lauralee Thompson, Dixie Crossroads; Nancy
Evans, Fairfield Inn Suites by Marriott, Titusville; Eric Robin, Kennedy
Space Center; Alex Montminy, Brevard Community Kitchen; Stuart Borton,
Yellow Dog Café; Mike Schwarz, Fishlips Waterfront Bar & Grill; Jonathan
Kilmer, The Omelet Station; Steve Kinnaird, Regulatory Compliance
Services; Diane Buckley, Cheney Bros.; Tom Hietpas, Titusville High School;
Mike Ferguson, Bayside High School; Gary Kitchens, Brevard’s
GreenTeam.org; Cheryl Clark, Cocoa Beach Area Chamber of Commerce;
and Bonnie King, Space Coast Office of Tourism.
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BCC Child Development Center grows into big success under
guidance of Christine Saling, expands from Cocoa to all BCC
campuses; offers new lineup of summer camps for youngsters
By Ken Datzman
COCOA — In her 20 years at Brevard
Community College, educator Christine Saling
has touched the lives of many children and their
families, first as a pre–school teacher and today
as collegewide director of the Child Development
Center.
Early childhood experiences, from birth to age
8, have an enormous impact on children’s lifelong
learning and positively contribute to their health
and development, childhood experts say.
“It’s very rewarding personally when you see
the benefits the children gain from these programs — there is definitely early childhood
development,” said Saling. “We access the
children when they start the program and at the
end of the program to get a baseline of their
growth. The measurable growth is shared with
the parents. This is where the partnership comes
in, between the school and the family. We’re here
to support the child’s growth, whether it’s social or
academic.”
Saling has devoted her career to this sector of
education. “It’s my passion,” said the BCC
graduate. She earned her bachelor’s degree in
organizational management from Warner
Southern College, which in 2008 became Warner
University, and holds a master’s in childhood
development from Nova Southeastern University.
There are five centers on the four BCC
campuses — one each in Titusville, Cocoa and
Palm Bay, and two in Melbourne, one of which is
a Montessori School. The centers offer a “quality
educational program for children ages 2 to 5,”
including a pre–kindergarten program.
Priority enrollment is given to BCC students
and staff. “But we also receive strong support
from the community in general. Probably 50
percent of the enrollment at these centers is
outside the BCC family. There is a need in the
marketplace for these services, and we are filling
that need because we have outstanding facilities,
the resources, and a great staff,” said Saling.
She has guided the growth of the organization,
starting with the opening years ago of the 5,000–
square–foot flagship Child Development Center
on the Cocoa campus.
“Soon, we began to hear from families who
said they would like to have child–development
and child–care services on other BCC campuses,”
said Saling. “So, the college did a survey in the
Melbourne area and the response for these
services was overwhelming. We opened a center
on the BCC campus in Melbourne and it was a
MAY 18, 2009

big success, reaching almost full capacity in a
short time.”
In 1997, BCC contracted with Harris Corp. to
provide child–care services for children of Harris
employees at the Melbourne campus of BCC.
Later, BCC opened a Montessori School there,
giving priority enrollment to families of Harris
Corp., she said.
The BCC centers are licensed to serve up to 50
children at each location. The enrollment process
includes the parents visiting the campus of their
choice, meeting the Child Development Center
teachers, and “selecting the schedule that fits
their needs.” The fee schedules and other Child
Development Center information are posted at
www.brevard.cc.fl.us, under “common links.”
The BCC centers are accredited by the
National Association for the Education of Young
Children.
More than 8,000 NAEYC accredited early
childhood development programs serve families
around the nation. Families seek out NAEYC–
accredited programs for their children, Saling
said.
The local centers also serve as a “learning
laboratory” for BCC students who are pursuing
their studies in the field of education. “And, a lot
of BCC service–learning volunteers work at the
centers, generally from 10 to 20 hours a semester,” she said.
The Child Development Center has evolved to
offer school–age summer camps for children ages
6 to 12, or for youngsters entering grades one
through six in the fall, Saling said.
“BCC began adding summer camps over the
last couple of years because it was something
parents had asked about. The camps have been
put together by our staff. We went to the teachers
and asked them to share their expertise, their
experiences and their ideas in making these
camps fun and creative, so that when the children
participate it will be genuinely self–fulfilling.”
All of BCC’s “Summer Fun Camps” run on a
two–week basis, Monday through Friday, with
activities from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Below are the
camp schedules for the BCC Child Development
Centers in Titusville, Cocoa, Melbourne and Palm
Bay. For more information about the centers or
the summer camps, contact Saling at 423–7623 or
send an e–mail message to
salingc@brevard.cc.fl.us.
l TITUSVILLE:
June 8 to 19: “Mud Pies Camp.”
June 22 to July 2: “Sports and Games Camp.”
July 6 to July 17: “Zoology Camp.”
July 20 to July 31: “Carnival Camp.”

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Christine Saling is director of Brevard Community College’s Child Development
Center, which operates facilities on BCC campuses in Titusville, Cocoa, Melbourne
and Palm Bay. Saling started with the college 20 years ago as a pre–school teacher.

l COCOA:
June 8 to June 19: “Arts and Crafts.”
June 22 to July 2: “Exercises, Sports and Games Camp.”
July 6 to July 17: “Home Economics Camp.”
July 22 to July 31: “Science Camp.”
Specialty Camps: “Cheer Camp” (June 22 to July 2) and “Babysitter’s
Club” (July 20 to July 31).
l MELBOURNE:
June 8 to June 19: “Science Camp.”
June 22 to July 2: “Puppets and More Camp.”
July 6 to July 17: “Creative Art Camp.”
July 20 to July 31: “Cooking and Sports Camp.”
Specialty Camps: “Cheer Camp” (July 6 to July 17) and “Babysitter’s
Club” (July 20 to July 31).
l PALM BAY:
June 8 to June 19: “Science Camp.”
June 22 to July 2: “Patriotic Theme Camp.”
July 6 to July 17: “Puppets and More Camp.”
July 20 to July 31: “Cooking and Fitness Camp.”

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information
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Pssst...

West Melbourne Wal–Mart
to undergo full renovation
Don’t miss the party...

ay 16 .
saturday,m
7 to 10 p.m
under the white tent
on highland ave - $100
See five highly-acclaimed graffiti artists create
new street-inspried masterpieces on canvas

Brevard Museum

Grab a can of spray paint and make your mark!

Participate in a live auction of the newly created
new ad
emailed
graffiti
art.
Snare artwork created just for our silent auction
by a number of Brevard’s finest artists.

museum fundraiser
saturday
may 16
1463 highland ave.
7 to 10 pm
$100
after party
10 to 1 am
$10
321-242-0737

Enjoy an eclectic mix of food stations, open
bar and non-stop entertainment
Exclusive Exhibition Preview:
From Gutter to Gallery: Graffiti Gets In

individual tickets are $100
sponsorships begin at $250

big museum
this year’s
fundraiser
brevard art museum

ten at ten

1463 highland avenue
melbourne, fl 32935
321.242.0737

10 p.m. to 1 a.m.
An indoor after-hours party featuring live
music, adult refreshments, breakfast,
and dancing.

www.brevardartmuseum.org/underpressure
PUT YOURSELF IN OUR PLACE
OFFICE & RETAIL SPACE
LOCATED IN PALM BAY
AND MELBOURNE

725-1240
FREE RENT
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 12
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The West Melbourne Wal–Mart, located at 845 Palm
Bay Road, will begin an extensive renovation on May 10.
The store will receive a full remodel from the inside out
and will represent the latest in Wal–Mart’s store design
and customer experience.
The new design is based on feedback from customers
and will feature a clean, open and bright new look in the
store with wider aisles, low–profile shelving, a bright
interior paint scheme, new lighting, and easy–to–read
signage to help customers find the products they need,
said store manager Jeff Milz.
“We are excited to bring an improved shopping
experience to our customers. We listened to our customers and are redesigning the store to make shopping at
Wal–Mart even easier,” he said.
Every department of the store will be updated
including all new shelving, signage, flooring and product
assortment, he said. The store will also feature a new
layout designed to make shopping for “everyday items
easier and faster by aligning the products customers
purchase the most.”
The store will remain open during the renovations,
including all departments and services, Milz said. Maps
of the store layout will be available at the entrance and
directional signage will be located throughout the store.
“The majority of construction and moving will be
completed during the overnight hours to make shopping
easier for customers, he said.
The store is hiring about 60 temporary associates to
help with the remodel, Milz said. The expected completion date of the renovation is Aug. 5, he said.

Dr. Chary joins area medical practice
Spine Orthopedics and Rehabilitation (SOAR) has
announced the addition of Dr. Madhavi Chary to its staff.
Dr. Chary is board certified in family practice. She has
extensive experience in urgent care and is particularly
experienced in women’s health, said Dr. Brian Dowdell,
founder of SOAR. “The addition of Dr. Chary expands
SOAR to be the multi–care facility allowing us to serve
the needs of all our patients,” he said. SOAR was
formally known as The Interventional Spine Institute of
Florida. It was founded by Dr. Dowdell in 2003. “From its
inception, the practice has focused on providing pain–
management services through the application of advanced interventional pain therapy.” In addition to
serving residents of Brevard, the practice has increased
its referral base to include patients from other parts of
Florida and the South, he said. In addition to the main
office at 308 S. Harbor City Blvd. in Melbourne, the
practice has begun operations at its Rockledge facility on
Commerce Drive off of Murrell Road.

Barnes & Noble to host reading event
Barnes & Noble in West Melbourne will host “Florida
Teens Read Night” at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 19. The
store is at 1955 W. New Haven Ave. This book club is
hosted by Brevard County teachers and is open to all
teens. At the meeting, nominees for the Florida Teens
Read Award will be discussed. For more details, call the
store at 726-8817.
MAY 18, 2009
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MIMA doctors present at
conference in Las Vegas
At the recent American Medical Group Association’s
2009 annual Conference held in Las Vegas, Nev., MIMA
physicians made presentations on the advances in medical
records and how their group has implemented the use of
this technology.
Their presentation was titled “Technological Tools to
Improve the Efficiency of Your Practice Revenue Stream.”
The MIMA presenters included Dr. Richard Baney Jr.,
assistant medical director for quality improvement and
managed care; Debra Johansen, chief operations administrator; Vicki Gavaghan, director of quality initiatives; and
Renee Nie, director of health–information management.
They shared information about the development and
implementation of cost–saving technological advancements MIMA has implemented to improve operational
efficiency and the patient experience.
“MIMA has deployed numerous technology tools
including electronic medical records, and a patient–access
link allowing patients to communicate electronically to
their health–care provider, request appointments and
medication refills securely, as well as general data and
records management,” said Dr. Baney. “These technologies
give physicians tools they can use for improved patient
management.”
MIMA’s leadership role in the implementation of
technology for cost–saving patient care and management
has “led it into a consulting role for other physician
groups.”
The American Medical Group Association represents
medical groups, including some of the nation’s largest,
most prestigious integrated health–care delivery systems.
The members of AMGA deliver health care to more than
50 million patients in 42 states.
For more information, visit www.mima.com.
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Alzheimer’s Foundation to host meeting
The Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation will host a
dementia-awareness program from 1 to 3 p.m. on Thursday, May 21, at Joe’s Club Central, 4676 N. Wickham
Road, in Melbourne. The program is free of charge and
open to the public. The organization holds meetings to help
raise awareness of dementia and to teach basic skills
needed to provide “quality care for a cognitively impaired
loved one.” The topic of the June 18 meeting at Joe’s Club
will center on “dementia diseases and an overview of brain
function.” For more information about the meetings, call
the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation at 253–4430.

Central Florida Winds to perform May 31
The Central Florida Winds will perform its favorite
music from movies and musicals at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May
31, at Holy Episcopal Academy Upper School, 5625 Trinity
Drive, in Melbourne. The program will include some of the
best music of John Williams, Rodgers and Hammerstein,
and John Philip Sousa. The arrangements will include
“The Sound of Music,” “Star Wars” and “Shindler’s List.”
For more information about the concert, visit
www.cfwinds.org, or call 223–6688. To be added to the
CFW mailing list and to request tickets for the concert,
forward your address through the Web site or call the
above number.
MAY 18, 2009
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Medical & EMT Supplies
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One team,
twice as strong.

Wachovia Securities is now part of Wells Fargo. Together, we form
a team that has successfully navigated ﬂuctuating economic times and volatile
markets on behalf of our clients. Both companies have a proud history and have been
recognized for our outstanding performance and exceptional client service. In fact, Wells
Fargo was once again named as one of Barron’s* Most Respected Companies in the world.
We are fully invested in your ﬁnancial success and are prepared to guide you each step
along the way. Now, more than ever, you can rely on the strength and stability of our team.

Bedor & Silvernail
pick up
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FULL COLOR

INVESTMENTS • RETIREMENT • PLANNING
If today’s markets have you second-guessing your investment plan,
talk with one of our Financial Advisors today.

Tom Bedor, CFP®

Betts Silvernail

First Vice President – Investment Oﬃcer

First Vice President – Investment Oﬃcer

7925 N Wickham Road, Suite A, Viera, FL 32940
(321) 255-2330
Investment and Insurance Products: X NOT FDIC Insured X NO Bank Guarantee X MAY Lose Value
*As seen in Barron’s on 9/8/2008. Barron’s is a registered trademark of Dow Jones. Wells Fargo Wealth Management Group provides ﬁnancial products and services through various banking
and brokerage afﬁliates of Wells Fargo & Company, including Wells Fargo Investments, LLC (member SIPC). ©2009 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Wachovia Securities is the trade
name used by two separate, registered broker-dealers and non-bank afﬁliates of Wells Fargo & Company providing certain retail securities brokerage services: Wachovia Securities, LLC, and

At SCCU, your business is our top priority. We provide a full line of business
accounts and loans to make running your business easier. From our Business
Platinum Visa® credit card that gives you rewards when you shop to owneroccupied mortgages at rates that can save you money and business checking
accounts that pay interest with no confusing “sweeps.”

Health First offers foot screenings free of charge
The Health First Wound Management & Hyperbaric Center at 5191 S. Babcock St.,
NE, in Palm Bay is offering free foot screenings for anyone who has been diagnosed with
diabetes. According to the American Diabetes Association, individuals with diabetes may
suffer from poor circulation to the legs and feet and are less able to fight infection and heal
when injury to the lower extremities occurs. The Health First Wound Management &
Hyperbaric Center is a service of Holmes Regional Medical Center. The foot checks also
include patient education and recommendations for proper foot care. The free foot checks
are held every Wednesday from 1 to 4:30 p.m. Advance appointments are required and
can be made by calling the Health First Community Engagement Center at 434–4335 or
sending an e–mail message to Community@Health–First.org.
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The U.S. Small Business Administration Week will be held Sunday, May 17, through
Friday, May 22, with special–focus programs at the Small Business Development Center
at Brevard Community College, 3865 N. Wickham Road, in Melbourne.
The event, which is free of charge and open to the public, offers the following workshops.
l Monday, May 18 — “Cash is King,” Melbourne campus. The workshop, held in conjunction with SCORE, will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Parrish Student Center,
(building 10, room 112A). Attendees will learn to manage cash flow more effectively and
improve business health. Instructors are two senior executives who have owned businesses.
l Wednesday, May 20 — “Veterans Business Network” meeting, Melbourne campus. The
event will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Parrish Student Center, (building 10, room
112A). Brevard Job Link’s veteran’s services for individuals and businesses will be
highlighted.
l Wednesday, May 20 — “Fraud Prevention for Business Owners,” Melbourne campus.
This workshop will be conducted from 10 a.m. to noon in the Parrish Student Center. The
discussion will center on why small–business owners are vulnerable to employee embezzlement.
l Thursday, May 21 — “Legal Tactics and Strategies for Business Survival,” Cocoa
campus. This program will be held from 9 to 11 a.m. in the bookstore (building 3, room
103). Two local attorneys will address tactics for business owners for these turbulent
economic times.
Registration is required for these events. For more information or to register, call
Sandy Pfrimmer at 433–5570 or 433–5572, or send an e–mail message to
pfrimmers@brevardcc.edu.

Founders Forum will present its “Presidents Panel: Leadership for All Seasons” on
Tuesday, May 19, at the Crowne Plaza Melbourne Oceanfront Hotel. The event gets under
way at 6 p.m. with a social hour, with dinner at 6:30 and the program at 7:30. Advance
registration is $35 ($40 at the door the evening of the event). To register, visit
www.foundersforum.com, or call 433–5570. The “Presidents Panel” will feature Chris
Stagman, executive director of Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation Inc.; Travis Proctor,
president of Artemis International; and Carol Craig, president and CEO of Craig Technologies. This meeting is the final Founders Forum program for 2008–2009 season. The
season has been underwritten by the Florida High–Tech Corridor, and the May meeting is
being sponsored by Acure LLC, Florida Tech Consulting, and Technology Insights. The
meeting will be followed by a season–closing party at 8:30 p.m.
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SBDC at BCC in Melbourne to
mark SBA Week with workshops

Wuesthoff Health System’s Senior Advantage Program will host a Health Fair from 9
a.m. until 12 p.m. on Friday, May 22, at the Brevard Veterans Memorial Center in Merritt
Island. The address is 400 S. Sykes Creek Parkway. Wuesthoff associates will offer free
health screenings to better educate participants on living healthy lifestyles. In addition,
there will be educational presentations from a number of Wuesthoff professionals,
including Wuesthoff Homecare and Wuesthoff Hospice experts. Health Fair participants
will also have the opportunity to tour the Veterans Memorial Center, which offers
artifacts from the Korean War, Vietnam, and World War I. For more information on
Wuesthoff’s Senior Advantage Health Fair, call 752–1287.
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FSEC energy experts to offer
green home ‘Webinar Series’
The University of Central Florida’s Florida Solar Energy Center (FSEC) will offer a
12–course “Webinar Series” on how to design, build and operate a “Zero Energy Home” —
a home that produces as much energy as it uses.
This series of online courses offers practical education from building science experts
with more than 30 years of research and experience. These courses are appropriate for
architects, builders, contractors, designers, educators, energy auditors, energy raters,
engineers, prospective homebuyers and utility representatives.
During these economic times, builders are looking for ways to attract homebuyers and
the new government administration is concentrating on creating “green jobs.”
Zero Energy Homes provide an opportunity to accomplish both and save consumers
money while reducing their carbon footprint, said Rob Vieira, buildings research director
at the FSEC. “These courses will show participants how to maximize energy–efficient
design, make the best green choices, and optimize performance from solar and home
energy–management systems.”
He added, “We’re excited to offer online courses so we can reach a larger audience. A
unique feature of our Webinars is that most courses will include a video–case study,
showing the successful implementation of green– building strategies — from design to
occupancy.”
The FSEC will offer two online courses each month, beginning on June 3. Participants
who attend 10 of the Webinars and pass a quiz will receive a certificate for Zero Energy
Home Building. The complete list of courses offered in 2009 include:
l “Defining a Zero Energy Green Home,” June 3.
l “Designing a Zero Energy Green Home,” June 17.
l “Highly Efficient Water Heating Choices,” July 1.
l “Selecting Solar Water Heating for Zero Energy Green Homes,” July 15.
l “Selecting Windows and Walls for a Zero Energy Green Home,” Aug. 5.
l “Constructing Roofs and Attics for a Zero Energy Green Home,” Aug. 19.
l “HVAC Systems for Zero Energy Green Homes,” Sept. 2.
l “Selecting Appliances and Plug Loads for a Zero Energy Green Home, Sept. 16.
l “Sizing and Selecting Solar Electric Systems for a Zero Energy Green Home,” Oct. 7.
l “Using Your Home Solar Electric System for Emergency Power,” Oct. 21.
l “Installation Considerations for Solar Electric Systems,” Nov. 4.
l “Monitoring and Operating the Zero Energy Green Home,” Nov. 18.
Visit www.floridaenergycenter.org/go/zero for more details about the courses and to
register.
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Wuesthoff Hospital
MedicalFULL
Office
Building
COLOR
250 N. Wickham Road  Melbourne
3-Story 52,500 SF Class “A” Building
Office space divisible to 2000 SF and up.
Located in central Melbourne convenient to both I-95 and US-1.
Project is a venture with the hospital and will be developed
by a limited partnership. Partnership Units will be available to both
Tenants and Non-tenants, as a long-term investment property.
Please contact the developer for Partnership information.
Time share office space may be available.

For pricing and lease information call
Newton Land Development, Inc.
152 N. Harbor City Blvd., Ste 200  Melbourne, FL 32935

321-751-6850

Titusville Chamber to present event for children
The Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce will present a summer–reading program,
complete with balloons and birthday cake in celebration of Sesame Street’s 40th birthday.
The event will begin at 11:30 a.m. on May 30 in the Julia Street parking lot in downtown
Historic Titusville. The street address is 300 S. Washington Ave. Later, children will be
able to view “Big Bird” on the big screen during a free viewing of Sesame Street’s first
movie, “Follow that Bird,” at 3 p.m. at the Titusville Playhouse. This will be an interactive
movie and a bag of goodies to use during the film will be available for purchase for $3. The
event is sponsored by the Titusville Chamber, Titusville Library, The Book Rack, Winn
Dixie and the Titusville Playhouse. Call the Chamber for more details. The telephone
number is 267–3036.
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Professor to lecture about ‘Angels and Demons’
Dr. Mark Baarmand, Florida Tech professor of physics and space sciences, will present
the science behind the upcoming movie “Angels and Demons” on June 3. The free of
charge and open lecture will be at 7:30 p.m. in the F.W. Olin Engineering Complex
Auditorium on the Melbourne campus (room EC118). Part of the movie was filmed at the
European Center for Particle Physics (CERN) in Geneva, Switzerland. Written by Dan
Brown, “Angels and Demons” is a sequel to his first adaptation “The Da Vinci Code.” It is
a suspense story about the Illuminati, a secret society that wants to annihilate the
Vatican using an antimatter bomb stolen from a CERN scientist. Dr. Baarmand recently
received a $465,000 grant from the Department of Energy, which is part of the more than
$1.1 million that the DOE has previously funded him for his work on the Compact Muon
Solenoid project at CERN.
MAY 18, 2009
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Surfside Players to present
‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’
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For seven years, Surfside Playhouse in Cocoa Beach has presented “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show” every October to “packed houses of screaming fans.”
And to commemorate the closing of the theatre’s landmark 50th season, Surfside is set
to debut on its stage the rock musical that inspired the cult film.
This is not the film and shadow–cast experience. “The Rocky Horror Show” features a
live rock band and a full stage of singers and dancers.
The “talented cast” includes: Michael Bradley, Anthony DeTrano, Jen Sabbert, Alan
Selby, Holly McFarland, Hilary Egan, Jacob Fjeldheim, Drake Austin and Nadine
Antaillia, “in addition to the support of a high–energy, scantily clad ensemble of phantoms.”
The show runs from May 22 to June 7, on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $18 for adults and $10 for students under age 21.
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is directed by Anthony Mowad, with musical
direction by Kyle and Spencer Crosswell and choreography by Heather McFarland. The
program is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French. Visit
www.surfsideplayers.com for more information or call 783–3127. Surfside Playhouse is at
301 Ramp Road.

Florida Tech team places first in competition
The Florida Tech hybrid rocket team took first place in the “precision flight to 2,000
feet” category, beating teams from the University of Florida, University of Central Florida
and Embry–Riddle Aeronautical University. A total of 10 teams met to compete in two
categories of the hybrid rocket competition in April in Flagler County’s Cody’s Corner. In
addition to the Precision Team winning $750 for their first place finish, the Florida Tech
maximum team, which was given an honorable mention, received $250 for its participation in the “maximum altitude” event. Florida Tech project leaders for the Precision Team
were Kevin Beaudoin, Shawna Boucher and Navaneeth Saiprasad. Other team members
included Marjorie Lucas, Ethan Pepmiller, Namrata Dhingreja, Yethiraj Chamarthi,
Mario Lento, Chantale Neira and Chris Nagel. The Maximum Team, led by Richard
Schulman and Esteban Guzman, included Mark Mendelevitz, Sahil Rawool, Robert
Alleyne, Nakul Nambiar, Kapil Varshney, Tom McGuire, Waleed Tarig and Surai Singh.
The faculty adviser was Greg Peebles, university safety officer. The Florida Space Grant
Consortium and the Northeast Florida Association of Rocketry sponsored the event.
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Continued from page 1
the company along with a companion site to online travel giant Expedia for $85 million in
2008.
Now, Johnson faces a similarly bleak business environment with Lunch.com, a
company that he and a partner funded from their own pockets. His investment in the Web
site, which has 28 employees, is approaching a few millions dollars.
“The downturn doesn’t scare me so much because I went through it before,” Johnson
said.
Venture capital, the lifeblood of many startups, fell 33 percent during the fourth
quarter of 2008 to $5.4 billion, compared with the same period a year earlier, according to
the National Venture Capital Association and PricewaterhouseCoopers. Wary about the
survival of startups, and in some cases, hoping to get better valuations later, venture
capitalists are being more selective about what they invest in.
Sales of startups have also dropped. There were 56 acquisitions during the first quarter
this year, down 54 percent from the comparable period in 2008, the National Venture
Capital Association and Thomson Reuters said.
Like the rest of the business world, startups have suffered, underscored by layoffs.
Some young technology companies have been forced to shut down after their money ran
out, with their names added to ignominious online lists of the dead.
Many entrepreneurs are inspired by the idea — virtually a mantra among tech
insiders — that downturns are a great time to build a company. Google, which was
founded during the boom years, but came into its own during the dot–com bust, is a
frequent example, as is Blogger, a blogging service that Google eventually bought.
Granted, there are many counterexamples. But no one focuses on those.
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Money management at your ﬁngertips
and ﬁnancial goals within your reach!
FinanceWorks™ can help you manage your accounts with more
than 5,000 financial institutions and credit card sites, and insure
your bills are paid on time - all through one secure log-in to:

www.ccuFlorida.org
For more information, call 321.690.2328 or VIEW
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account. CCU is federally insured up to $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration.
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Don Facciobene Inc.

Continued from page 1
boardwalks, pavilions, and shelters. Within the bridge–
market niche, Don Facciobene Inc. is widely known for its
picturesque work on golf courses.
Timber bridges create appealing landscapes and Don
Facciobene Inc. has its work showcased on more than 175
golf courses across the nation. Dan Hughes, whose
expertise includes 20 years in the heavy timber–structures
business, is vice president of DFI Bridge Corp., part of Don
Facciobene Inc.
The bridge operation also builds maintenance facilities,
retaining walls, clubhouses, storage buildings and
restrooms for golf–course entities. The local timber–
structures portfolio includes projects for Baytree Golf Links
in Melbourne, The Majors in Palm Bay, and Quail Valley
in Vero Beach.
“When the golf–course industry was running strong, we
pretty much just focused on that segment of the market,”
Facciobene said. “The golf–course business stayed strong
for us up until 2006, when we started to see it drop off.
Currently, the golf–course market makes up about 50
percent of the volume for our bridge division.”
General contracting is a complex industry. There are
many market segments, huge risks, and uncontrollable
factors. In most communities, general contractors tend to
broker the services and oversee the projects.
Facciobene, a University of Florida business graduate,
likes to maintain as much control as he can over the
various phases of the construction processes, from site
work to underground utilities, to concrete and structural–
steel workmanship.
And he is able to do this through an in–house team of
tradesmen. They perform much of the work on a project,
generally more than 50 percent. Don Facciobene Inc.
employs on average 100 people, including administrative
staff, and provides a full range of benefits.
“Because we employ a lot of tradesmen and own a lot of
construction equipment, we are able to do jobs of all sizes,”
he said. “With this type of operating structure, it’s easier to
control the project’s schedule and the costs. In general, it
Guiding you through the world
of employee benefits:
Health, Dental, Disability, & Life Insurance
• Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
• Section 125 Plans • Voluntary Benefits
• RFP Development & Scoring

B

Brombacher
pick up BBN
4-27-09
page 9

1980 North Atlantic Ave.
Suite 1007
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
MAY 18, 2009

321.799.9401
dean@brombacher-insurance.com
www.brombacher-insurance.com

gives our company better control over delivering the
project, and a lot of clients like that. We’re seeing a lot of
repeat customers and we’re holding them dear in this
environment.” Institutional customers include Brevard
County Schools, Harris Corp., and Florida Tech.
Don Facciobene Inc. owns “millions of dollars” of
construction equipment, including cranes, bulldozers,
backhoes, front–end loaders, dump trucks, telescopic
forklifts, and welding units.
Facciobene said his company is set to construct an
“industrial yard” spread over five acres in Palm Bay. The
yard will contain three separate buildings totaling 12,000–
square–feet.
The project will feature a fabrication facility to house
the firm’s structural–steel group; a building for tool and
equipment storage; and a repair garage with a covered
storage area for parts and materials.
In response to increasing owner demand, architects,
engineers, construction managers, contractors, and
specialty disciplines within the building industry are
forming strategic alliances and working in new and
innovative ways.
Six years ago, Don Facciobene Inc. recruited longtime
area architect Karaffa to develop the firm’s design–build
capabilities. Facciobene wanted to round out his firm’s
services, he said. “I think we were fortunate to bring Mike
aboard the company. It’s been a great marriage.”
Karaffa, a Pittsburgh native, has grown the design–
build collaboration for Don Facciobene Inc.
“It’s a more efficient business structure and really
makes the project move along faster,” said Karaffa, a
Pennsylvania State University architect graduate who
moved to Brevard in 1983. “But the client must think
‘design–build instead of design–bid.’ With this set up there
is no wasted time on bidding, and you can control the costs
a lot better. I work closely with the construction foreman
and the estimators, and the team members in the field. If
there is a problem on a project, I’m called immediately. I
can get in my truck and be on the job site very quickly.”

Karaffa, a member of the American Institute of
Architects, adds, “The design–build concept is working
very well for us. The architect is right there beside the
contractor. I have worked in this business for quite a few
years, and design–build is a great way to deliver a project
to a client.”
Through an integrated project–delivery method,
owners, designers, and builders can move toward unified
models and improved design, construction, and operation
processes, he said.
Don Facciobene Inc. says it has been weathering the
construction downturn by “reinventing” itself. “We are
doing more site work and we’re traveling further for
projects. We’re currently on the job building a facility in
Zephyrhills for an institutional repeat customer. We work
very hard every day trying to bring in new business, and
we’re continuing to win bids,” Facciobene said.
Facciobene got his start in the business working for his
father. Frank Facciobene has been a successful businessman in Melbourne for decades. He relocated from Ohio,
where he was a painting contractor. He was part of the
team that worked on the Brevard Mall, which was built by
the Edward DeBartolo Corp. of Youngstown, Ohio.
Frank Facciobene owns and operates All Florida Paint
Inc., a business he founded in 1968. Today, the company
has decorating centers in Melbourne, Palm Bay and
Winter Park.
During the summer months when he was out of school,
Don Facciobene worked for his father, who owned rental
property in Brevard. “I worked at the paint store and also
did some renovations on rental units my father owned. I
learned about the business from him and from his brother,
who was a contactor in Ohio.”
Out of UF, Don Facciobene worked for several large
general contractors based in Gainesville and for various
contactors in Brevard before becoming an entrepreneur
and starting his own enterprise. “I love this business.
We’re proud of the projects we’ve done for clients and we’re
proud of the people who work for this company.”
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Life Management Skills Program
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Jim Brown
Life-changing
Message for youth

Monday
May 18

For more information call:
Carl Finerson (321) 674-0808 or
Brevard Community College (321) 433-7091

Admission Free

5 p.m.
to
7 p.m.

No R.S.V.P. Required

Open Seating

3865 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne
Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts,
For more information call Carl Finerson (321) 674-0808 or
Brevard Community College (321) 433-7091

