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High–tech firm Locus
rolls out first of its kind
radio diagnostics tool
By Ken Datzman
For the past 10 years, career entrepreneurs Susan Jaramillo and Joseph Rey,
operators of Locus Location Systems, have
applied cutting–edge technologies in
innovative ways to create a portfolio of
products targeting the public–safety and
public–service markets, including law
enforcement.
The savvy small–business operators,
who once owned TV stations in Orlando
and Miami, purchased the assets of an
existing company here a decade ago,
changed its name, and redirected its
market focus toward designing products
around radio–location technology.
Since then, Locus Location Systems
LLC in West Melbourne has seen its
products deployed around the state, and
beyond.
“Now that we have a base of research
and development on radio–location issues,
there is a full line of products we are
working on for the federal government,
and perhaps will be embraced by the U.S.
military,” said University of Chicago

M.B.A. graduate Jaramillo, chief executive
officer of Locus Location Systems. “We are
definitely poised to grow.”
Previously, they ran Rainbow Broadcasting Ltd. Rainbow at the time owned
WRBW–TV in Orlando. The business
partners also owned a station in Miami,
before selling their enterprise to United
Television, which a few years later was
purchased by Fox Broadcasting. Rey said
both stations were “very successful,” adding
that consolidation was sweeping the
industry in the 1990s.
After selling their stations, Jaramillo
and Rey turned to their next entrepreneurial challenge, building their West
Melbourne company.
Locus Location Systems is housed in a
6,000–square–foot facility at Woodland
Business Park, off John Rodes Boulevard.
“We would love to turn this into a 20,000–
square–foot operation and crank out a lot of
the nifty ideas we are working on,” said
Rey, managing partner of the business that
employs 12 engineers.
Use of one of the company’s leading
Please see Locus Location Systems, page 19
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Susan Jaramillo, who holds an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago, and Joseph Rey, a City University
of New York graduate, are veteran entrepreneurs. They have owned a number of businesses, including
TV stations. For the past 10 years, they have guided Locus Location Systems. Their West Melbourne firm
has a portfolio of radio–location products that cater to public–safety and public–service markets. The
newest addition to this line is DiagnostX, a radio diagnostics tool. They are at Woodland Business Park.

MIT grad student aims to develop cheap power for rural Africa
The promise of cheap power for health
clinics in rural Africa sits at the edge of a
Florida bay.
Lesotho’s ruddy mountains have just
one thing in common with a strip of grass
at Eckerd College: sunlight.
That, and one volunteer–minded
grandmother, is why experts from four
states showed up recently in St. Petersburg, Fla., to start work on an experimental low–tech power plant.
Mirrored troughs will concentrate the

sun’s heat on a fluid, creating motion and
electricity. The test site for MIT engineers
will help them refine an award winning
solar design already powering one Lesotho
clinic.
Why Africa? Why Eckerd?
The answer is Matt Orosz, a 32–year–
old doctoral student at MIT. He’s an
engineer now, but was once a liberal arts
student at Dartmouth College. Semesters
in Budapest, then Zimbabwe, inspired time
in the Peace Corps. He worked in Lesotho,
a country surrounded by South Africa
where fewer than one in six people has
access to electricity.
Orosz burned his hand on a bread oven.

The oven used sunlight, with bread
sitting in a shiny parabola that concentrated heat. If the Basotho could bake their
bread, Orosz thought, he could create
power.
A solar–energy system that didn’t rely
on glass–covered photovoltaic panels could
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solve a handful of problems. It could
replace polluting diesel generators. It could
create hot water that would free women
from scavenging in deforested areas for
fuel. It would limit theft and damage to
Please see Solar Technology, page 16
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Palm Bay High’s Tyler Laprade
named U.S. Presidential Scholar
Tyler Laprade, who attends Palm Bay High School, has
been selected as one of the 2010 U.S. Presidential Scholars.
The announcement was made by U.S. Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan.
Laprade joins Brooke Griffin, of Dr. Phillips High
School in Orlando; Blaine Krauss, of Gibbs Senior High
School in St. Petersburg; and Patrick Mangan, of John
Paul II Catholic High School in Tallahassee, as U.S.
Presidential Scholars in the state of Florida.
The students are among 141 outstanding American
high–school seniors who have demonstrated exceptional
academic achievement, artistic excellence, leadership,
citizenship, and service at school and in their community.
The U.S. Presidential Scholars will be honored for their
accomplishments in Washington, D.C., from June 19 to 22.
“These student leaders and scholars show that setting
high expectations and striving for excellence pays off,”
Duncan said. “Their academic and artistic achievements
reflect a sense of purpose that we should seek to instill in
all students to prepare them for college, careers, civic
responsibilities, and the challenges of today’s job market.”
The 141 U.S. Presidential Scholars include one young
man and one young woman from each state, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico, and from U.S. families living
abroad, as well as 15 chosen at–large and 20 Presidential
Scholars in the Arts.
The White House Commission on Presidential Scholars
appointed by the President selected the scholars.
Since 1983, each U.S. Presidential Scholar has invited
his or her most inspiring and challenging teacher to travel
to Washington, D.C., to receive a Teacher Recognition
Award from the U.S. Department of Education and to
participate in the recognition events.
The teacher chosen for recognition by Laprade was
Linda DeRegnaucourt of Palm Bay High School. The
teacher chosen by Griffin was Robert Fedell of Dr. Phillips
High School. The teacher chosen by Krauss was Keven
Renken of Gibbs Senior High School; and the teacher
chosen by Mangan was Robert Wright of John Paul II
Catholic High School.

UCI earns three–year accreditation
University Center Imaging (UCI) in Suntree has been
awarded a three–year term of accreditation in magnetic
resonance imaging by the American College of Radiology.
The ACR, headquartered in Reston, Va., awards accreditation to facilities for the achievement of “high practice
standards after a peer–review evaluation of the practice.”
The evaluations are conducted by board–certified physicians and physicists who are experts in the field of
imaging. The ACR is a national organization serving more
than 32,000 industry professionals. With 15 years of
experience in diagnostic imaging in Melbourne, UCI
expanded to Suntree in August 2009. The address is 6300
N. Wickham Road, in the Centre at Suntree. UCI’s
Melbourne address is 1800 W. Hibiscus Blvd., in the Oaks
Plaza. UCI is a full–service outpatient diagnostic imaging
facility offering a full range of services, including MRI,
nuclear medicine, ultrasound, and digital mammography.
For more information, call 726–3800.
MAY 17, 2010
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Researcher: Cell phones could double as night–vision devices
By Aaron Hoover
Call it Nitelite: The newest app for cell phones might be
night vision. A University of Florida engineering researcher has crafted a nickel–sized imaging device that
uses organic light–emitting diode technology similar to
that found in cell phone or laptop screens for night vision.
But unlike night vision goggles, which are heavy and
expensive, the device is paper–thin, light and inexpensive,
making it a possible add–on to cell phone cameras, even
eyeglasses, once it is enlarged.
“Really, this is a very inexpensive device,” said Franky
So, a UF professor of materials science and engineering.
“Incorporating it into a cell phone might not be a big deal.”
So is the lead author of a paper about the infrared–to–
vision device that appeared in a recent issue of the journal
“Advanced Materials.” Do Young Kim, a postdoctoral
associate in materials science and engineering, co–
authored the paper and collaborated with So on the
project.
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Standard night vision goggles use a photocathode to
convert invisible infrared light photons into electrons. The
electrons are accelerated under high voltage and driven
into a phosphorous screen, producing greenish images of
objects not visible to the eye in darkness. The process
requires thousands of volts and a cathode ray tube–like
vacuum tube made of thick glass. That is why the goggles
tend to be bulky and heavy.
So’s imaging device replaces the vacuum tube with
several layers of organic semiconductor thin film materials. The structure is simple: It consists of a photodetector
connected in series with an LED. When operating, infrared
light photons are converted into electrons in the photodetector, and these photo–generated electrons are injected
into the LED, generating visible light. The device —
versions range from millimeter– to nickel–size — currently
uses glass, but it could be made with plastics, which would
make it lightweight.

Conventional night vision goggles or scopes weigh 1 to 2
pounds, with price tags ranging from hundreds to thousands of dollars. Sized for cell phones, So said, his imaging
devices weigh just a couple of ounces and would be
inexpensive to manufacture because factories could use the
same equipment used today to make laptop screens or
flat–screen televisions.
So said other applications could include night vision
technology for car windshields, or even for standard
glasses to use at night.
So’s research is funded by Nanoholdings LLC, a
Connecticut–based diversified nano–energy company that
licenses and develops nano–energy discoveries in partnership with universities and their scientists, and the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency. A UF startup
company, NirVision, a portfolio company of Nanoholdings,
was recently formed to further develop and commercialize
the technology for different market segments.

Operation Medicine Cabinet is big success for Sheriff’s Office
The Brevard County Sheriff’s Office, Hobbs Pharmacy,
the Narcotic Overdose Prevention and Education
Taskforce and the Brevard Youth Substance Abuse
Prevention Coalition recently partnered to provide
valuable information concerning substance abuse and to
assist in the disposal of unwanted or unneeded medications.
The event took place April 17 and April 24 at five
locations throughout Brevard and was the “first of its kind”
held in the local community.
Deputies of the Sheriff’s Office along with volunteers
from the co–sponsoring groups were present at the
Sheriff’s Offices in Melbourne, Viera, Titusville, and Cape
Canaveral and at Hobbs Pharmacy on Merritt Island.
These locations served as collection points for citizens to
drop off unused, expired, and unwanted pharmaceutical
medications and supplies.
A total of 223,646 individual units of prescription
pharmaceutical medications were collected along with
4,596 items of miscellaneous over the counter medications
and medical supplies. Among the medications collected
were large amounts of the “most widely abused prescription medications in Central Florida.”
Even though the program is over, area residents can
drop off their unwanted and expired medications at the

Brevard County Sheriff’s Office. The medications will then
be safely processed and destroyed.
The Sheriff’s Office said it will accept all non–prescription over–the–counter medications, prescription medications and even pet medications. You can bring in pills,
liquids, ointments and lotions. You can leave the medications in the original packaging container or put it in a
sealable plastic bag. If you bring in a liquid medication, put
the bottle in a sealable plastic bag to avoid leakage. No I.D.
or signatures are required.
“By taking aggressive actions such as this community
collection and awareness program, we can decrease abuse
and hopefully prevent overdose deaths,” said Brevard
County Sheriff Jack Parker.
“We must do everything possible to inform our citizens
about the dangers of misusing prescription medications.
Just because it is prescribed doesn’t mean it can’t be
harmful to us, our loved ones and our environment. We
would like to especially thank Mark Hobbs of Hobbs
Pharmacy in Merritt Island and April Lininger for coming
to us with the idea for Operation Medicine Cabinet to rid
our community of unwanted and unneeded medications,”
Sheriff Parker added.
Operation Medicine Cabinet is a trademark of the
Substance Abuse Coalition of Collier County.

Top cop, advocate, prosecutor named at victims’ rights function
Assistant State Attorney Susan Stewart’s advocacy for victims in the courtroom earned her the selection of “Attorney
of the Year” during the local commemoration of the annual National Crime Victims’ Rights event.
A prosecutor for 15 years, Stewart treats victims with the fairness, dignity and respect they deserve, said State
Attorney Norman Wolfinger in announcing the award. Palm Bay Police Officer Chris VanZandt was selected as the “Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year.”
“Top Victim Advocates” announced were Glori Borges from the South Brevard Women’s Center, and Sheralyn Blake–
Jenkins from the State Attorney’s Office. “Outstanding Service Awards” went to Denise Williams, secretary to the
county’s Sexual Assault Victim Services unit, and Jacqueline Ares, also of the South Brevard Women’s Center. The
“Howard Futch Leadership Award” was presented to Joe Robinson, who for the past 13 years has been the executive
director of the North Brevard Charities Sharing Center in Titusville. Robinson was selected for the award because of the
many ways he has “inspired and organized others to assist people in need in North Brevard.”
The State Attorney’s Office solicited nominees for the awards from agencies across the criminal–justice spectrum and
from the public.
Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information
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UCF to connect businesses with
local, state government at event
ORLANDO — The Small Business Development
Center at University of Central Florida is offering a two–
day workshop and a Business Matchmaker session during
its National Small Business Week Celebration.
The workshop, “Doing Business with Local and State
Governments,” will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 26, and from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on
Thursday, May 27, at the SBDC at UCF’s office, located in
the Disney Entrepreneurship Center, 315 E. Robinson St.,
Suite 100, in downtown Orlando.
The registration fee is $95. Orange County businesses
pay only $45 through scholarships provided by Orange
County government. The fee includes a program book,
continental breakfast and lunch on Wednesday and
refreshments on Thursday. The workshop will be held
during National Small Business Week, May 23 to 29.
The workshop will provide small–business owners with
the “knowledge and tools to immediately begin creating
business opportunities with local and state governments
and other entities.” Small–business owners will learn
procurement procedures, the proposal process and how to
succeed in winning local and state government contracts.
The first day of the workshop will be led by Tony
Espinosa, procurement expert for the SBDC at UCF and
its Procurement Technical Assistance Center, and will
include these topics: doing business with the state of
Florida, contract law and the RFP, dispelling myths in
procurement, and proposal–writing tips.
A business–matchmaking session will take place on the
second day, allowing participants to meet with a limited
number of local, state and federal agency purchasing
department representatives.
The matchmaking arrangement gives small–business
owners the opportunity to learn firsthand what the
purchasing departments are looking for in a vendor.
Agencies invited to participate in the session include: City
of Orlando, City of Winter Park, Greater Orlando Aviation
Authority, Orange County, Orange County Public Schools,
Seminole County, UCF and others.
For additional information or to register for this
workshop, visit www.bus.ucf.edu/sbdc/doingbusiness.html
or call 407–420–4850.
With its main office in the Disney Entrepreneur Center
in downtown Orlando, the SBDC at UCF is part of the
UCF College of Business Administration and the Florida
Small Business Development Center Network, providing
business seminars and free one–on–one business consultation to small business owners.

Interpretative trip to Thousand Islands
The Merritt Island/Beaches Area of Brevard County
Parks and Recreation will host an interpretive canoe trip
to Thousand Islands on Friday, May 28. A knowledgeable
guide will paddle along with participants while pointing
out Florida’s native flora and fauna and discussing some of
the history and importance of Thousand Islands. Tours
will launch from Ramp Road Park in Cocoa Beach at 9:30
a.m. and return around 11:30 a.m. The cost to attend is
$10 and registration is required. For more information, or
to register, call 455–1385.
MAY 17, 2010
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New Bright House partnership
focuses on targeted advertising
Bright House Media Strategies, the advertising arm of
multiple–system cable operator Bright House Networks,
has announced a partnership with Visible World, a leader
in targeted television advertising.
Bright House Media Strategies is the latest operator to
use Visible World’s advanced television advertising
solutions to deliver automated message customization and
targeted advertising campaigns.
This partnership enables Bright House Networks’
advertisers to customize a single commercial with hundreds of different tags for dealers, retail locations, agents,
or franchises by zone to increase consumer relevance.
The ads can then be targeted based on the characteristics of each zone within the Orlando and Tampa markets,
which together represent the consumer density of a top five
DMA, or designated market area.
“We want to provide a unique differentiation for
television advertisers to target and segment consumers
across Central Florida,” said Todd Stewart, corporate vice
president for Bright House Networks Media Strategies.
“Adtag and Adcopy will allow us to utilize technology that
local customers can only get through Bright House Media
Strategies, which creates more value for them by improving the return on their investment.”
“It’s an exciting time for the targeted television
advertising category,” said Seth Haberman, founder and
CEO of Visible World. “Together with Bright House
Networks, we’re reaching a broader audience, advancing
the category and delivering on our promise of offering
television advertisers more sophisticated solutions, while
ensuring that consumers receive more relevant ads.”
Bright House Media Strategies joins a growing roster of
Visible World partners that includes Comcast, Time
Warner Cable, New York Interconnect, Charter, Insight
Media and Cox. As a result of this partnership, Visible
World has now been fully integrated into the cable
infrastructure of more than 100 cable markets nationwide,
enabling zone–based targeting in 55 million cable households, which amounts to a notable 79 percent of US cable
households.
Visible World also offers a Web–based campaign–
management tool, the “Conductor,” which enables
advertisers to directly automate data–driven ad targeting.
It is a sophisticated solution that facilitates deeper
segmentation of TV ads.

IRN title sponsor for triathlon
The Melbourne Beach Rotary Club will host its annual
Pineapple Man Triathlon June 6. Indian River Networks is
the title sponsor. Eric Smith, president and founder of
IRN, will be one of the triathlon participants. It will be his
third year competing. Typically, more than 600 people take
part in the competition. The event is set for Ryckman Park
and will include a swim in the Indian River Lagoon, a 15–
mile bike ride along A1A, and a three–mile run. Race
proceeds will allow Rotary to “contribute significantly” to
national programs and the local community, including
Melbourne Beach Town projects, the Brevard County
Recreation Disabilities Program, Friends of the Melbourne
Beach Library, and The MORGAN Project.
MAY 17, 2010
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Florida Tech provost is named
to senior NASA advisory council
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Florida Institute of Technology Provost and Executive
Vice President T. Dwayne McCay has been appointed to a
two–year term on the Education and Public Outreach
Committee of the NASA Advisory Council.
This is the senior external–advisory body for addressing
important program and policy matters related to America’s
civil space program. As a member, he will report directly to
NASA Administrator Charles Bolden Jr.
“In these critical times for the space program, I am very
honored by the invitation to make a contribution to this
important committee,” said McCay.
McCay is Florida Tech’s chief academic officer, second
in command to President Dr. Anthony Catanese. He is
responsible for all academic, research and student matters,
including athletics.
Before joining Florida Tech in 2003, he was the vice
president for research and information technology at the
University of Tennessee. He also served as chief research
officer and chief information officer for all university units
and was selected as an Alumni Distinguished Service
Professor. Previously, McCay was with NASA’s George C.
Marshall Space Flight Center in Alabama, where he was
chief of the propulsion division in the Structures and
Propulsion Laboratory.
McCay earned a doctoral degree in engineering and
mathematics, a master’s in engineering and a bachelor’s
degree in physics, all from Auburn University. He is also a
graduate of the NASA Management Development
Program.

Women’s Hall of Fame seeks nominations
The Attorney General’s Office is seeking nominations
for the 2010–2011 inductees into the Florida Women’s Hall
of Fame. Since its inception in 1982, the Hall of Fame has
recognized and honored Florida women who, through their
lives and work, have made significant contributions to the
improvement of life for all citizens of the state. Following
deliberations, the Florida Commission on the Status of
Women will recommend 10 nominees to the governor, who
will select up to three women for induction into the Hall of
Fame. Nomination forms are available at www.fcsw.net, or
may be obtained by calling (850) 414–3300. Forms may
also be requested by writing to The Florida Commission on
the Status of Women, Office of the Attorney General, The
Capitol PL–01, Tallahassee, Fla., 32399–1050.

Sports tourneys set for Palm Bay
Brevard County South Area Parks and Recreation will
be hosting five Adult Sports Tournaments (soccer, coed
softball, church softball, flag football, and baseball) on
Memorial Day Weekend (Saturday, May 29, and Sunday,
May 30) at Palm Bay Regional Park, 675 Championship
Circle NW, in Palm Bay. The tournaments are part of the
13th annual Brevard Caribbean American Sports &
Cultural Association’s Caribbean Jamboree. For more
details, visit www.bcasca.com. Admission is free for
spectators. Teams pay an entry fee to participate. The fees
vary according to the sport. The entry deadline for
tournaments is Monday, May 24. For more information
and a fee schedule, contact Troy Cox at 255–4400, or send
an e–mail message to troy.cox@brevardparks.com.
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 8
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MIMA Cancer Center physicist
teaches quality classes in China
Dr. Joseph Ting, chief physicist at the MIMA Cancer
Center in Melbourne, recently traveled to China to teach a
series of Linear–Accelerator quality–assurance classes to
multiple groups of Chinese medical physicists.
His third trip to China, Dr. Ting is one of two American
physicists chosen as faculty members for these quarterly
classes.
Cancer has already overtaken heart disease as the
number–one killer in the United States. China is rapidly
seeing a rise in cancer incidence but access to modern
radiation–oncology facilities remains limited, he said.
The delivery of therapeutic doses of radiation uses
complex devices called Linear Accelerators (or Linacs) that
require rigorous quality assurance to verify that the
machines are calibrated accurately.
The primary role of a medical physicist is to work with
clinicians to develop safe and effective delivery of radiation
treatments to cancer patients.
Classes were held in the Varian facility in Beijing.
Varian is the manufacturer of the Linear Accelerator.
MIMA Cancer Center is in the process of seeking accreditation from the American College of Radiology to assure
on–going high–quality treatment deliveries.
“This international educational effort will enhance the
safe delivery of radiation treatments in China but, more
important, it will provide a forum for exchanging ideas
about patient safety and accurate delivery of radiation
treatments,” said Dr. Ting.
“This activity will allow more patients to have access to
high quality and safe radiation treatments. We are all
excited about this collaborative educational activity.”
He is scheduled to return to China to teach additional
classes in July.
For more information on the Varian technology or
MIMA Cancer Center, visit mimacancercenter.com or call
409–1956.

‘An Evening with Tom Jones’ at MCT
The Melbourne Civic Theatre will present “An Evening
with Tom Jones” at 7 p.m. on Sunday, May 23. The
program will star Alfie Silva as Tom Jones. Tickets for this
special fund–raiser are $50 each, and may be reserved by
calling the MCT box office at 723–6935. MCT’s address is
817 E. Strawbridge Ave., in downtown Melbourne.

Florida Tech
new ad on FTP site
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BRPH climbs in ‘Top 500 Design Firms’
Melbourne–based BRPH, an international architectural, engineering design and construction services firm,
was again named to “Engineering News Record’s” list of
“Top 500 Design Firms.” The firm’s continued commitment to proven market sectors in today’s unstable
economic climate was made apparent by an impressive
jump to the No. 299 spot, up from No. 361 in 2009. Each
year, ENR magazine ranks both publicly and privately
held companies, based on design–specific revenue. In a
sign of the times, the Top 500 companies had an 11.7
percent combined drop in revenue, going from $90 billion
reported in 2008 to $80 billion in 2009. Of those firms
ranked in both this year’s list as well as the previous year,
70 percent reported revenue declines within their respective firms.
MAY 17, 2010
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Former astronauts to speak about U.S. Air Force’s 1960s MOL
program at May 21 spring reunion of Missile, Range and Space
Pioneers; event open to public at Hilton Cocoa Beach Oceanfront
By Ken Datzman
CAPE CANAVERAL — An Air Force–run program
in the mid–1960s, officially known as the Manned
Orbiting Laboratory, was one of the military’s most
interesting and secret undertakings during the Cold
War–era as the U.S. engaged the Soviet Union in a race
for space supremacy.
The program’s publicly stated objective, which was
announced at a press conference on Dec. 10, 1963, by
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, was to place
military astronauts in space to conduct scientific
research.
Planners envisioned a pressurized laboratory
module, roughly the size of a small house trailer, that
would enable up to four Air Force crewmembers to
operate in a “short–sleeve” environment.
“A lot of people in the industry say it was the MOL
program that pushed the Russians to build the Mir
Space Station, because they were afraid we were going
to have an orbiting laboratory before they did,” said Jim
Lewis, president of the Missile, Space and Range
Pioneers Inc., a local membership group whose mission
is to preserve space history.
The MOL program will be the topic of discussion at
the group’s Rocket Reunion Spring Gathering Dinner,
set for Friday, May 21, at the Hilton Cocoa Beach
Oceanfront Hotel. MOL was part of the Air Force’s
manned spaceflight program, and a successor to the
cancelled X–20 “Dyna–Soar Project.”
The event, which begins at 6 p.m. with a social hour,
is open to the public and will feature some of the former
astronauts and military personnel who were chosen to
take part in the MOL program. To purchase tickets to
attend the function, visit www.RocketReunion.com, or
phone 242–6932.
This gathering provides an opportunity for area
residents to “meet some of the people who made MOL
history,” said Lewis, general manager of Cape
Canaveral–based Communications Concepts Inc., an
audio–visual company with strong ties to the space
industry. CCI, more than 30 years in business, is one of
the few production companies to offer all its services in–
house. In addition to NASA, the firm has built a
worldwide client list.
Lewis said, “We would like to get the word out to
people who may have worked on the program.”
The program speakers will include former MOL
astronauts Bob Crippen and Al Crew, who will be
joined on the platform by Hank Fisher and Frank
Watkins. The latter two will briefly speak on the MOL
program and its one and only test launch from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station on a Titan IIIC vehicle.
Fisher, a 1960 graduate of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y., worked on the program
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10

side of MOL, which ran from 1965 to 1969, before the
government closed it.
“Back then, this was cutting–edge stuff,” said Fisher,
who served 26 years in the U.S. Air Force, and was
involved in the space–shuttle program for 24 of those
years. “At the time, space studies were just developing. In
this particular case, the MOL program was to look at the
potential for military application in space.”
The laboratory would be attached to a modified Gemini
capsule and boosted into near–Earth orbit by an upgraded
Titan III. Air Force–trained astronauts would remain in
the capsule until orbit and then move into the laboratory,
he said. The astronauts would conduct a variety of
scientific experiments and assess the adaptability of
humans in a long–duration space environment (up to four
weeks in orbit).
When their mission was complete, they would return to
the capsule, which would separate from the laboratory and
return to Earth. Launch facilities would be located at
California’s Vandenberg Air Force Base to permit launch
into polar orbit for over–flight of the Soviet Union.
Three groups of military officers had trained to become
MOL astronauts. Fisher said there also were “many
participating companies involved with the development of
the MOL program.” In addition to the select group of
astronauts, the Air Force handpicked 128 of its officers,
including Fisher, assigning them to NASA’s Manned
Spaceflight Center in Houston, Texas. Fisher said he got
the call while on duty at Vandenberg Air Force Base.
“Three months after I had gotten my family settled
there, at Vandenberg, I received notification of my
selection for this team that was going to NASA’s Manned
Spaceflight Center in Houston to participate in the
Gemini–Apollo program,” Fisher said.
Then, it was on to the MOL program headquarters at
the Los Angeles Air Force Station, near LA International
Airport. “Our group trained there and worked on the
development of the program until it was canceled, in
1969.”
Cost and budget issues forced the government to end
the Air Force initiative. “There were financial considerations and there were developments in military applications of unmanned space technology that were moving
along. Also, this was toward the end of the Vietnam War.
It kind of all meshed together and the program was shut
down,” Fisher said.
Fisher’s experience includes having served as an Air
Force captain on a missile crew in Lincoln, Neb. “In those
days,” he said, “concurrency was a big deal. And down here
(Cape Canaveral), they were launching and testing the
missiles. We were in middle America with the actual
missiles on alert.” The Atlas F missile sites in Nebraska
were active in the early 1960s.
“NOVA,” in a ground–breaking program that aired on
“PBS” stations in February of 2008, uncovered new clues
about the most intense period of the Cold War, when the
Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Hank Fisher, right, a 1960 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, N.Y., was one of only a few officers chosen by the U.S. Air
Force to participate in the Manned Orbiting Laboratory program. He
will be one of the guest speakers at a public event talking about their
MOL experiences. Jim Lewis is president of the Missile, Range and
Space Pioneers, which is hosting the function. They are at Lewis’ office
at Communications Concepts Inc. in Cape Canaveral.

U.S. and USSR were on the verge of war and desperate for
intelligence on each other’s nuclear capabilities.
MOL pilots themselves told NOVA, in a TV program titled
“Astrospies,” that the laboratory was designed to be an
orbiting spy station, with two astronauts operating an array of
intelligence–gathering instruments, including a telescope
capable of “resolving objects on the ground as small as three
inches.” The information was highly classified for decades.
Although virtually unknown at the time, many in the
MOL program went on to distinguished careers. A number of
them flew aboard the space shuttle, including Henry “Hank”
Hartsfield. He served as a shuttle pilot and spacecraft
commander.
Richard Truly, another MOL veteran and shuttle astronaut, went on to become administrator of NASA. Robert
Herres served as the first vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, while James Abrahamson headed President Ronald
Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative, also known as the “Star
Wars” antimissile system.
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Newcomer PNC puts a sharp growth focus on Brevard and Florida,
reaching out to small–business operators in region; veteran PNC
economist Stuart Hoffman sees credit easing up for businesses
By Ken Datzman
Midwest–based PNC, the fifth largest financial
institution in America, has settled into its new
banking turf, following the company’s acquisition
and conversion of National City’s sizable branch
network in Florida.
The deal not only greatly expanded PNC’s
franchise in the Midwest but also gave the
company a footprint in the Sunshine State, still
considered by industry experts as one of the most
coveted bank territories in the nation. PNC Bank
is a subsidiary of The PNC Financial Services
Group Inc.
The Pittsburgh corporation, which has seen its
stock rocket from a low of around $16 a share in
early 2009 to $67 of late, seems poised to aggressively build its brand in Florida, where it now has
more than 100 branches, including about a dozen
in Brevard County.
“Florida, to us, is very much a growth market,”
said Craig Grant, PNC’s president for Florida,
who recently visited with some area
businesspeople at a PNC function hosted at the
Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Indian Harbour Beach.
“Florida is very much in focus in our company. It’s
one of the three growth markets we are really
looking at throughout PNC.”
Locally, PNC is looking to forge more relationships with small–business operators, said Robert
Poore Jr., business banking market manager for
the region.
“We’ve got a strong customer base in Brevard,
and we think we are nicely positioned to be able to
expand upon it,” Poore said.
“We have a great opportunity to utilize the
strength and ability of PNC, and our expertise in
business banking, to really deliver to small
businesses on the Space Coast. We’re looking to
expand our small–business focus in a number of
industries, such as professional services, health
services, manufacturing, and government
contracting,” he said.
Over the past year, a roadblock for small–
business owners has been access to credit, with
many banks changing their terms and conditions
on loans and lines of credit because of the financial
meltdown.
Poore says PNC is “committed to serving the
credit needs of small businesses in the community. We’re looking at all avenues of lending to
help small businesses, utilizing any means and
solutions available to us, including U.S. Small
Business Administration loan programs.”
Over a recent 15–year period, small businesses
MAY 17, 2010

created 65 percent of the net– new jobs in the
private sector, according to a conservative
estimate in a March report from the SBA in
Washington, D.C.
Grant, whose office is in West Palm Beach,
said his company is starting to see an uptick in
demand for loans from Florida businesses. “We’re
seeing a lot of opportunity on the lending side.
What we’re finding is that small–business owners
are very much starting to seek credit again,” said
Grant, a University of Virginia and University of
Louisville School of Law graduate.
His bank uses a “moderate–risk profile”
business–lending model. “And it has served us
well. So we are seeking customers who have good
cash flow. We want to lend them money. Our
company’s portfolio is ready for growth and we
want to expand it,” said Grant, who was PNC’s
president in Kentucky before his Florida appointment.
To better serve customers, PNC has been
expanding its branch network in Florida. It is a
leader among financial institutions and other
businesses in constructing eco–friendly facilities.
Many PNC branches have earned Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design certification by
the U.S. Green Building Council. “Every branch
we have built during the last four or five years has
been a LEED facility, and we will continue to do
so. We are a world leader in the green–building
arena,” Grant said.
The U.S. Patent & Trademark Office has
granted a trademark for the term “Green Branch”
to The PNC Financial Services Group, which has
more certified, environmentally friendly buildings
than “any other company on earth.” The PNC
network in multiple states showcases more than
40 green buildings.
“We have recently opened two LEED–certified
branches in Florida — one in Boynton Beach and
the other in Delray Beach,” said Edward Kozmor,
vice president of media relations for PNC in
Philadelphia. “It’s very important to us. Our
company has made a strong commitment to the
environment.” Even PNC’s debit cards are made
of recycled plastic.
People who attended the gathering at the Eau
Gallie Yacht Club listened to Stuart Hoffman’s
overview of the Florida economy. PNC’s veteran
chief economist presented a mixed bag of data.
But, in general, his outlook was sprinkled with
tidbits pointing to an improving economy.
“Any region is dependent on national economic
trends,” said Dr. Hoffman, who was named one of
the top forecasters in ‘The Wall Street Journal’s’
economic survey covering the 1988–2009 period.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

PNC has completed the Florida conversion of its National City acquisition. The
transaction gives PNC a branch network throughout Brevard County. Robert
Poore Jr. is PNC’s business banking market manager for the region.

“So I preface my remarks by saying our view is the U.S. economy is
in recovery from a very deep recession. The recovery probably began
last summer, but it won’t feel like it has begun in earnest until there
is job growth.”
He said signs of job growth could surface before year’s end. Still,
the unemployment rate will “linger way too high, probably around 12
or 13 percent (in this region). But it will come back down and we will
likely see businesses get some credit from banks that they haven’t
been able to get in the last several years.”
He believes the pace of recovery is going to be “tempered. It won’t
be symmetrical with the rapidity of the way the economy or the
housing market declined, particularly in this state. But it will be a
welcomed improvement.”
He was awarded his doctorate degree in economics from the
University of Cincinnati. He’s marking his 30th year with PNC and
37th as an economist. Dr. Hoffman’s résumé includes six years with
the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, which includes the Florida
region.
Dr. Hoffman said he’s worked in the industry “long enough to get
some forecasts right and long enough to get some forecasts wrong.”

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 11

BBN

DIGEST
Florida Tech Creative Writing
Institute scheduled June 6–13

PROSPECT
OFFICE
Sutton
SuitCENTER
Newly Renovated
SBA Approved Hub Zone

pick up BBN
725-1240
5-10-10
page 5
Browning’s Pharmacy & Health Care
Home Medical Equipment and Supplies
Respiratory Equipment and Supplies
•
Power Wheelchairs and Seating
We specialize in finding what you need
•

Surfside Playhouse
new ad on FTP site

•

Brownings
pick up BBN
5-10-10
page 5

(321) 725-6320
141 E. Hibiscus Blvd,
Melbourne, Florida 32901

ERA
pick up BBN
5-10-10
page 5
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 12

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

The Florida Institute of Technology Department of
Humanities and Communication is seeking sponsors for its
second annual Creative Writing Institute, which will run
June 6–13. The program offers many classes and one–time
lectures in different genres of creative writing.
Individual and corporate sponsors are welcome at any
level, from $25 on up. In return, the sponsors will be listed
in all publicity and will be acknowledged during the
weeklong institute.
Classes will include journalism, fiction (beginning and
advanced) science fiction, historical fiction and novel
writing, military thriller, mystery, poetry, playwriting
(beginning and advanced), historical writing and writing
for film and comics, as well as writing for the mass media.
There will also be class–time, or one–time lectures on
writing for independent film, fantasy and horror writing.
All classes are taught by college professors and
published writers and are offered at a variety of times in
order to accommodate the schedules of all those in the
community who wish to participate.
A number of special events are scheduled, including
lunch hour and coffee hour for authors’ presentations,
lectures, an evening showing of an original film, a poetry
slam and a publishing panel.
This year’s keynote speaker is John Dufresne. He wrote
the short–story collections “Johnny Too Bad” and “The
Way That Water Enters Stone.”
He has also written four novels, “Louisiana Power &
Light,” “Love Warps the Mind a Little,” “Deep in the Shade
of Paradise,” and “Requiem Mass,” as well as the nonfiction “The Lie That Tells a Truth: A Guide to Writing
Fiction.”
His short story, “The Timing of Unfelt Smiles,” was
included in the Best American Mystery Stories of 2007.
Last year’s keynote speaker Philip F. Deaver, the 13th
winner of the Flannery O’Connor Award for short fiction,
will return to teach a fiction class.
To become a sponsor, send an e–mail message to
Cynthia Smith at csmith01@fit.edu, or call 674–6076.

Tech paper wins top award at conference
A Florida Tech paper won the “Best Graduate Student
Research Project” award at the Fourth Florida Student
Conference on Human Factors and Applied Psychology.
John Deaton, Florida Tech professor in the College of
Aeronautics, attended the conference at Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, along with the
primary graduate student researcher, Dave Shrader.
Additional co–researchers of the project included Dennis
Vincenzi, adjunct professor in the College of Aeronautics,
and Tim Buker, a 2009 Florida Tech graduate from the
College of Aeronautics. Shrader presented the team’s
research paper, which was based on a study funded by the
U.S. Navy. The study was conducted to evaluate and
provide feedback on a new system interface that was
designed to provide military operators tactical information
about multiple Unmanned Air Vehicles (UAVs) that may
be under their control. The idea behind the interface is to
evaluate whether a single human operator can monitor or
control multiple UAVs simultaneously.
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Registration for Women’s Center
summer day camp for girls begins
The Women’s Center is accepting registration for its
Girl’s Adolescence Independence and Achievement Camp,
a weeklong day camp for youngsters entering 5th through
10th grade in the 2010–2011 academic school year.
Camp for girls entering 5th and 6th grade will be held
June 7 to 11. Camp for girls entering 7th and 8th grade
will be held June 14 to 18. And camp for girls entering 9th
and 10th grade will be held June 21 to 25. The hours are 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Camp activities will focus on self–sufficiency and
empowerment, leadership and teamwork, giving back to
the community, balancing work and fun, and overcoming
fears and embracing creativity.
In addition, campers will meet and interact with
“strong female role models living and working within the
community.” The camp curriculum is also designed to
promote specific learning points such as conflict resolution,
fostering a safe environment, functioning within society,
personal reflection, realizing desires and becoming self–
aware, working as a team, and the value of giving back to
the community.
The camp rate is $125 for the week and covers transportation during the day when necessary, insurance,
snacks, and lunches. A non–refundable fee of $25 is due at
the time of registration. The additional $100 is due one
week before the first day of camp.
Space is limited to the first 15 registered campers for
each week. Camp registration forms can be obtained either
by visiting the Women’s Center office on Aurora Road in
Melbourne or downloading the application at
www.WomensCenterInBrevard.org. For more information,
call 242–3110.
Angela Shoe, creator and director of the camp, earned
her doctorate degree in educational leadership from the
University of North Florida and has many years of
experience working with young women. Dr. Shoe has
taught at the secondary, post–secondary, and university
levels throughout Florida.
Established in 1975, the Women’s Center is a nonprofit
organization serving the needs of women and their
families with programs that evolve to meet the changing
needs in women’s lives. They are designed to help women
help themselves to develop safe, healthy and self–sufficient
lives.

Tech student to present paper in Paris
Andre Pattantyus, a Florida Tech student working on a
master’s degree in meteorology, has earned a fellowship
grant to cover expenses when he presents his scientific
paper at a conference in Paris this June. Conference
organizers awarded the fellowship. Pattantyus, from
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., will deliver a paper on his research of
boundary layer development as it relates to wind flow
regimes in mountainous terrain at the 15th International
Symposium for Advancement in Boundary Layer Remote
Sensing. In the Earth’s atmosphere, the planetary
boundary layer is the air layer near the ground affected by
diurnal heat, moisture and momentum flux. Pattantyus
said he plans to pursue a doctoral degree this fall at
Florida Tech.
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Founders Forum will host its annual “President’s Panel” on Tuesday, May 18, at the
Crowne Plaza Melbourne Oceanfront Hotel.
The program starts at 6 p.m. with a social hour.
Titled “President’s Panel: Brevard’s Exceptional Leaders,” the presentation will feature
Dr. Ross Clevens, founder of The Clevens Center for Facial Cosmetic Surgery; Joyce
Oktela, general manager of Space Coast Harley–Davidson; and Scott Sorensen, president
and owner of Sorensen Moving & Storage and Sorensen Office Solutions.
The May gathering is the final Founders Forum meeting in the 2009–2010 series. The
season has been underwritten by the Florida High–Tech Corridor. The meeting is being
sponsored by Classic Wood Flooring and MTN Advertising.
Following the presentation, there will be a “season–after” party at 8:45 p.m. The fee to
attend the “President’s Panel” is $35 in advance ($40 at the door the evening of the event).
To register for the event, visit www.foundersforum.com.
Founders Forum is a non–profit, non–membership corporation “dedicated to fostering
the success of new and existing businesses by creating an environment where entrepreneurs are motivated, educated, and encouraged to exchange ideas and information vital to
business growth.”

Health First offers diabetes foot checks free of charge
The Health First Wound Management and Hyperbaric Center at 5191 S. Babcock St.,
NE, in Palm Bay is offering free foot screenings for anyone who has been diagnosed with
diabetes. According to the American Diabetes Association, individuals with diabetes may
suffer from poor circulation (blood flow) to the legs and feet (lower extremities) and are
less likely to fight infection and heal when injury to the lower extremities occurs. The foot
checks include patient education and recommendations for proper foot care. The free foot
checks are held every Wednesday from 1 to 4:30 p.m. Appointments are required and can
be made by calling the Health First Community Engagement Center at 434–4335 or
sending an e–mail message to Community@Health–First.org.

Advertising club to host tourism–marketing expert
Rob Varley, executive director of Florida’s Space Coast Office of Tourism, will be the
guest speaker for the May 20 meeting of the Space Coast Chapter of the American
Advertising Federation. The 11:30 a.m. event will be held at Tuscany Grill in Suntree.
This is also the annual meeting of the Space Coast Chapter of the American Advertising
Federation, where the club will vote in the board of directors for the 2010–2011 term. The
cost to attend the luncheon and presentation is $20 for members of AAFSC and $30 for
guests. To make a reservation by May 15, call Mick Barker at 777–0140 or send an e–mail
message to mick@skyadinc.com.

Discovery Institute to host financial workshop
Discovery Institute of Rockledge will conduct a workshop on discovering your hidden
attitudes about money, on Saturday, May 22. The program will be held from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at Discovery Institute, 845 Executive Lane, Suite 100. The institute is a multi–
specialty therapy practice that offers a variety of counseling and training experiences. This
workshop will help attendees determine what attitudes and habits are influencing the
ways they earn, spend, and invest money. The creator of “Money Habitudes,” Syble
Solomon, has developed a program that is “interactive, fun and educational.” The workshop is being offered by licensed mental health counselor Candace Cowan. The workshop
fee is $25, with a limit of 10 participants. For more information or to register for the
workshop, call 631–5538.
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Courtyard at Oaks to host benefit for 2–1–1 Brevard
Guests attending 2–1–1 Brevard’s annual fund–raiser on June 5 will show off their
lighter sides as they test their skills in spoofs of television’s most popular game shows. The
event will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Courtyard at the Oaks in Melbourne. A reception, dinner, silent auction, and the Game Show Extravaganza are included in the $50
ticket price. All proceeds will benefit the 2–1–1 call center, Brevard’s suicide prevention,
crisis intervention, and information and referral helpline. Hilarious and fast–paced, the
evening promises to be as much fun for the “studio audience” as for the “contestants” on
“Name That Toon,” “Family Food,” “Jeoparditty,” “The Finish Line,” “Trivia Trap,” and
the “Not So Newlywed Game,” hosted by Dreamland Productions. Sponsorship opportunities and corporate–sponsored tables are available for this event. Items are still needed for
the silent auction. For more information, contact 2–1–1 Brevard at 631–9290.
Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information
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Zoo sponsorships available for summer events
Brevard Zoo is seeking sponsors for its annual Summer Saturday Nights event, which
runs July 3 through Aug. 28.
Summer Saturday Nights offers free admission into the zoo from 5 to 9 p.m., every
Saturday in July and August (a total of nine this year).
For the past three years, the zoo has offered free admission thanks to several local
businesses that have supported the event. Last year, more than 25,500 people took
advantage of the free nights at the zoo, said Andrea Hill, Brevard Zoo marketing director.
Some of the benefits of sponsoring Summer Saturday Nights include two month’s
worth of advertising and promotion, exclusivity on the Saturday night of the sponsor’s
choice, and a chance to interact with visitors. To learn more about becoming a sponsor of
Summer Saturday Nights, call Hill at 254–9453, extension 233.
Summer Saturday Nights encourages people to “beat the summertime heat” and take
advantage of the zoo at night, while receiving free admission into the zoo, she said.
Most of the zoo animals will be out on exhibit until dusk, she said. For an additional
charge, patrons can go kayaking, ride the train, and feed giraffe. Each night the zoo
provides musical entertainment from 6 to 8:30, and a special animal encounter at 7
o’clock. For complete details on Summer Saturday Nights, visit www.brevardzoo.org.
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National Senior Health Day May 26
Brevard County Parks and Recreation will join an estimated 1,000 local events in
communities to celebrate the 17th annual National Senior Health and Fitness Day May
26. As an official host site, Brevard County Parks and Recreation will hold events
promoting senior health and fitness at many community centers and parks. The Wickham
Park Senior Center is the headquarters for this event in South Brevard. Participating
centers and parks include the Wickham Park Senior Center, Greater Palm Bay Senior
Center, Ted Whitlock Community Center, Viera Regional Community Center, South
Mainland Community Center, South Beaches Community Center, Palm Bay Aquatic
Center, Erna Nixon Park, and all three county golf courses. A schedule of events at each
location will be posted on the Wickham Park Senior Center Web site (www.bcscwp.com)
and Facebook page. As part of National Senior Health and Fitness Day, a Health and
Wellness Fair is scheduled from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Wickham Park Senior Center. For more
information, call 255–4496.

FULL COLOR
All proceeds help undergraduate engineering students
fund their senior design projects.
Sponsorship opportunities available

Dr. Fausnaugh to address Palm Bay Chamber
The Greater Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce will host Dr. Carolyn Fausnaugh, a
certified public accountant and assistant professor at Florida Tech’s College of Business,
at its June 2 membership luncheon. The luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. at The Fountains,
located on Stack Boulevard. “Management for People Who Hate Math” is the luncheon
topic and will cover Dr. Fausnaugh’s vast experience and knowledge in the financial
sector. Her doctorate degree from the University of Georgia is in the field of entrepreneurship and her teachings over the years have included topics such as “strategy and new
ventures.” Dr. Fausnaugh’s talk will offer suggestions, recommendations and hurdles to
avoid as businesses navigate financially over the coming year. Anyone wishing to attend
can call 951–9998 to reserve a seat.

Capstone Classic to be played in North Vero Beach
Florida Institute of Technology will host the fourth annual Capstone Classic Golf
Tournament on Friday, June 4, with a 9:30 a.m. shotgun start (registration begins at 8:30
a.m.) at the Grand Harbor Golf Course in North Vero Beach. The tournament, a four–
person “kick–out scramble,” is a College of Engineering fund–raiser to support scholarships and student–design projects. An awards buffet takes place at 2:30 p.m. and a “wet
wedge–y contest,” which costs $10 to enter, will be ongoing throughout the day. In this
event, players try to hit a wedge shot 80 yards into a plastic pool in a water hazard. The
entry fee is $110 each or $400 for a foursome. The fee includes the green fee, cart fee, on–
course refreshments, player gift packages, buffet and awards. The awards will include
plaques, prizes and trophies. Each year, Florida Tech engineering students join in teams
to design and construct a project to fulfill a bachelor’s degree graduation requirement. The
2010 projects include a formula car, blended wing–body remote–controlled aircraft,
intelligent ground–vehicle robot and an airplane tanker–lighting design. The money
raised in the Capstone Classic helps student teams purchase materials necessary to
complete their projects. For more information, call Florida Tech’s Office of Development at
674–6162 or send an e–mail message to gsauerman@fit.edu.
MAY 17, 2010

Tournament Details
Four-Person Teams Scramble Format
• 8:30 a.m. Registration Begins
• 9:30 a.m. Shotgun Start
• 2:30 p.m. Awards Buffet
• All Day Wet Wedge-y Contest
Entry Fee and Registration

????????

Entry is $110 each or $400 for a foursome. The entry
fee includes green fee, cart fee, player gift packages,
buffet and awards.
Experience breathtaking views of the Indian River as you play
the challenging, private River Course at Grand Harbor.
For information, call (321) 674-6162 or e-mail gsauerman@fit.edu
or visit http://coe.fit.edu/event/capstone.html
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ARE YOU

Team wins medal at World Dance Competition

?

NATHAN M. BISK
COLLEGE OF
BUSINESS

PREPARED
FOR THE
Undergraduate
LEADERSHIP
Florida Tech
and Master’s
POSITION
Degree Programs
OF TOMORROW
new ad on ftp site
ON CAMPUS

The Nathan M. Bisk College of Business prepares graduates for careers in the
global business environment and provides foundational knowledge in all
areas of business, with practical applications to ethical decision-making and
leadership challenges.

Undergraduate degree programs include accounting, business administration,
marketing, information systems and international business.
The on-campus M.B.A. program offers several specializations including
accounting.

cob-info@ﬁt.edu | (321) 674-7327 | http://cob.ﬁt.edu
OFF SITE
The Extended Studies Division offers master’s degree and graduate certiﬁcate
programs in the areas of logistics, acquisition and contract management,
project management, human resources management, computer information
systems, business, management and more. Locations include:

Alabama
Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville)

Florida
Melbourne | Orlando
Spaceport (Rockledge and Kennedy Space Center)

Maryland
Aberdeen Proving Ground | Patuxent River

New Jersey
Picatinny and Lakehurst

Virginia
Alexandria and Quantico (National Capital Region)
Fort Lee | Hampton Roads

Virtual Campus

es@ﬁt.edu | (321) 674-8880 | http://es.ﬁt.edu
ONLINE
By offering online learning degree programs, Florida Tech continues to respond
to the changing, and often challenging, needs of all professionals in business,
industry and government. Visit www.ﬂoridatechonline.com for a complete list of
the 47 undergraduate and graduate degree programs offered online to adult
learners throughout the world.
Florida Institute of Technology is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) to award associate,
baccalaureate, master’s, education specialist, and doctoral degrees.
BS-354-510
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The Dance Mania All–Star Senior Pom team placed first, receiving a Gold medal, at
the World Dance Competition held April 24–25 at the Epcot World Showcase in Orlando.
The event is hosted by the U.S. All–Star Federation. Teams from Germany, Australia,
New Zealand, China, Brazil, and Japan were among the many countries represented
during the competition. The Dance Mania Senior Pom team is comprised of youngsters
ranging from 14 to 19 years of age. “The girls have worked really hard all year for this
moment. The talent of the teams at the competition was incredible and to obtain the
World Champion title is a tremendous honor,” said coach Dana Parsons, Dance Mania
owner. Parsons was recognized as the Dance Coach of the Year. The honor was presented
to her at the coach’s banquet. Dance Mania All–Stars is a competitive program comprised
of students throughout Brevard and Indian River counties. Dance Mania is recruiting
members for the 2011 World Dance teams. The business is located at 4200 Dow Road,
Suite A, in Melbourne. The phone number is 254–9915.

Solar Technology
Continued from page 1
delicate shipped–in components.
He needed to become an engineer. He went to MIT and earned two master’s degrees.
He returned with a team to Lesotho in 2005 to build prototypes of a solar thermal power
system that he designed.
The system was already grabbing attention.
“Nobody designs a miniature power plant,” he says.
Orosz won the MIT Ideas Competition in 2004 and 2005. He was a World Bank
Development Marketplace finalist. He picked up a couple of fellowships.
He started a nonprofit, STG International. His work has been funded by the World
Bank, National Collegiate Inventors and Innovators Alliance, Ignite Clean Energy, the
MIT Energy Initiative, and the EPA’s P3 program.
Here’s what was different about his system:
First, size. U.S. solar thermal plants can sprawl across hundreds of acres to power
thousands of homes. He wanted a miniaturized system, for a single school or clinic, that
would provide 3 to 5 kilowatts of power plus hot water.
Second, cost. Miniaturization couldn’t result in expensive, rare parts. He needed to be
able to use parts that were already relatively common to make his system competitive for
off–grid Africans who pay 30 cents to 50 cents a kilowatt hour for diesel or photovoltaic
power.
Third, simplicity. The best system — one that would take root and spread — would be
one the Basotho could build and maintain themselves, far from the national power grid. It
would provide not just power, but local business.
“If you know how to turn a wrench, you’re already part of the way there,” said Amy
Mueller, 30, another MIT doctoral student who co–directs nonprofit STG.
Donated solar collectors came from a Hawaiian company, Sopogy. They’re anchored in
damp sand by German technology — using giant Krinner Ground Screws instead of
concrete — provided by a Canadian company that sent an installer from California. A St.
Petersburg, Fla., contractor who’s a member of the Florida Green Builders Coalition,
Water Oak Development Group, oversaw assembly and installation.
It was the search for a better spot for research and development that brought Orosz to
Eckerd. Massachusetts was convenient, but only for the six weeks a year with enough sun.
Lesotho, a 35–hour trip, was just too far. Even the Southwest, with plentiful light and
space, was a longer plane flight than Florida. And then there was Orosz’s grandma.
Kay Gendreau, 75, has volunteered at Eckerd for nearly a decade. She loves the
campus, the people. She lives across the street. Orosz grew up working in her Massachusetts restaurant. As he searched for a Florida site, Eckerd made sense.
When he stood up March 12 for the unveiling of the site’s first phase, he thanked her.
Gendreau beamed.
For Eckerd, its yearlong Africa Initiative made the partnership ideal. “We’re happy to
help MIT out,” president Donald Eastman joked at the unveiling.
The test site won’t generate electricity until 2011. That’s mostly because Orosz has
something he has got to do before he finishes it.
He’ll spend 10 months evaluating technical, economic, and social applicability of solar
technology for use in low–income housing.
Florida sun will help light the way.
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Sorensen Moving & Storage
new ad on FTP site

FULL COLOR

Manage your money without leaving
your desk. Another way your business
can get greener overnight.
Introducing LifeGreen Checking and Savings for Business.
LifeGreen® Checking and Savings for Business is helping businesses
save time, money and the environment too. Online Banking with free
Bill Pay and e-statements let you take control of your ﬁnances and use
less paper. And, with automated savings you can earn more green
with a savings bonus of up to $250 on your savings account.
Plus if you sign up for time-savers like Regions Quick Deposit® you can
make deposits right from your ofﬁce. Open your LifeGreen Checking
and Savings accounts today. It’s good for business and a simple
way to get more green.

Regions Bank
pick up
5-10-10
page 13

t Unlimited FDIC guarantee
on all non-interest-bearing
checking balances
t Free Online Banking
with Bill Pay

Beginning in 2010, anyone – no matter his or her income or tax filing status – will be eligible
to convert a traditional IRA to a tax-free* Roth IRA. Taxes on any previously untaxed funds in
your traditional IRA can be paid over the next two years. Call today to learn more about the
advantages of converting to a Roth IRA.
*Traditional IRA distributions are taxed as ordinary income. Qualified Roth IRA distributions are not subject to state and local taxation in most
states. Qualified Roth IRA distributions are also Federally tax-free provided a Roth IRA has been open for at least five years and the owner has
reached age 59 ½ or meets other requirements. Both may be subject to a 10% Federal tax penalty if distributions are taken prior to age 59 ½.
Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide legal or tax advice. Be sure to consult with your own tax and legal advisors before taking any action
that may have tax or legal consequences.

Together we’ll go far

t Automated savings and up
to a $250 savings bonus on
your savings account
t Discounted recycled checks

Come discover, as over 8 million customers across 16 states have, that you can expect more ﬁnancial stability
and security from Regions, and the peace of mind that comes with it.

FULL COLOR

Tom Bedor, CFP®

Betts Silvernail

First Vice PresidentInvestment Officer

First Vice PresidentInvestment Officer

Suntree Branch
3101 Casabella Place
Melbourne, FL 32940

321-255-2330

1.800.regions | regions.com
or visit a regions branch today

Investment and Insurance Products: NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

© 2009 Regions Bank. All deposit accounts are subject to the terms and conditions of the Regions Deposit Agreement. Minimum opening deposit required. See individual account disclosures
for details. A monthly automatic transfer of funds of at least $10 from your Regions Checking account to a LifeGreen Savings account for the entire year is required to earn a 1% interest rate
bonus. The bonus is based on the average monthly balance in your LifeGreen Savings for Business account for 12 months and paid on the anniversary of account opening. Maximum annual
bonus of $250. Regions Quick Deposit is subject to the Regions Quick Deposit Service Schedule.
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Is this the year
to convert to a Roth IRA?

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.
0410-0393 (4/6/10)
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Locus Location Systems

Continued from page 1
products, SafePoint Radio Location System, was implemented by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office. SafePoint, a
non–GPS system, locates personnel in the field based on
their radio transmissions and tracks multiple systems at
the same time.
In Jacksonville, SafePoint tracks some 3,400 portable
and mobile radios without disrupting the sheriff’s office
existing trunked–radio network.
“We have a full deployment in Jacksonville and our
company is about to complete a full deployment of the
SafePoint System in Collier County (on Florida’s West
Coast),” said Rey, a graduate of the City University of New
York. “SafePoint has been used in Jacksonville for the last
three years and it has been very successful.”
This system — installed throughout the entire 875
square mile area of Jacksonville, and the accompanying
TrackerX–mapping application, which is used on more
than 200 patrol supervisors’ mobile–data terminals — is a
tool that allows supervisors to better manage their
resources.
In the Communication Center, dispatchers view the
location of the patrol and special–detail personnel who use
portable and mobile–trunked radios throughout the city,
handling well over 1 million calls each year.
Rey said the SafePoint technology, available exclusively
from Locus Location Systems, allows dispatch to deploy
officers more effectively, reducing response times for calls–
in–progress. Jacksonville employs some 1,600 law–
enforcement officers. Government officials say the
SafePoint System is crucial for identifying the location of
an officer in an emergency.
The system relies on advanced triangulation and radio–
frequency “time–difference–of–arrival” technology, or
TDOA, Rey said. TDOA technology goes by several names
depending on the exact implementation for measuring
location based on the differences in the timing of transmissions between cell sites and mobile devices.
Locus Location Systems markets SafePoint and other
products in its expanding technology portfolio to city and

county governments, and other entities.
The company is now rolling out its newest invention,
DiagnostX, a patent–pending “revolutionary” technology
that functions as an “over–the–air bench” technician, Rey
said.
Technically speaking, DiagnostX is an advanced radio–
diagnostic tool that verifies and analyzes the “health and
performance” of a radio on its respective network by
capturing the radio’s waveform off the airways. It uses
real–time signal–processing techniques and sophisticated
algorithms, he said.
Developed by engineers at Locus Location Systems, Rey
said DiagnostX enables public and safety departments,
government agencies, and other emergency or first–
responder organizations, to monitor and “diagnose the
health” of their radios and networks over–the–air, 24
hours a day, seven days a week, from their radio–service
shops.
Jacksonville’s public–safety arm, for instance, has
12,000 radios that operate countywide.
“This product is able to capture a short segment of the
transmissions of any given radio, run it through a series of
analytical matrixes, and determine whether the radio
needs calibration. Before, the only way you could determine if a radio was within a manufacturer’s specifications
was to bring it to a technician’s bench, hook up an analytical device, and ‘read’ the radio. What we’re able to do now
is just read it off the airwaves,” Rey said.
When a problem is found, the radio can be scheduled for
repair or maintenance, he said.
Constant and consistent monitoring by DiagnostX
means improved communication and confidence that the
radios are well–maintained and performing properly at all
times, said Jaramillo.
“I think DiagnostX will particularly appeal to fire
departments,” she said. “Firemen in the field rely on their
radios and their radios have to work, especially when they
are fighting a forest fire.”
DiagnostX also saves time and money by ensuring that
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only improperly performing radios are brought in for
service or repair, he said. Current estimates indicate that
75 to 80 percent of radios brought in for scheduled
maintenance don’t require servicing.
Beta–testing for the product took place in Jacksonville
and in Collier County. “We took the mean of a dozen
transmissions to eliminate false–positives,” Rey said.
Initial response from government agencies and emergency
personnel has been very positive, he added.
Locus Location Systems has applied for a patent for the
DiagnostX technology. Rey said the application was filed in
October and is working its way through the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office.
“Our research indicated there was nothing like
DiagnostX anywhere in the world,” he said. “So we’re
planning to market the product globally, starting in the
U.S. and then probably targeting Canada, Australia, the
European Union, and other territories. We’re excited. We
think there is much potential for this type of technology.”
Rey said his company will pursue intellectual–
property protection for DiagnostX for the international
market. He said their firm’s IP protection in the U.S.
does “not travel” — that is, a U.S. patent or trademark
provides protection only in the United States.
DiagnostX made its debut at the 33rd International
Wireless Communications Expo March 10–12 in Las
Vegas. The event attracts enterprise users, public–safety
professionals, communication–equipment dealers,
information–technology professionals and wireless–service
providers, from industries such as utilities, construction,
education, and hospitality.
At the event, Locus Location Systems showcased a
DX1000 unit and used live links to current users of the
system in Florida and New York.
The DX100 floor display also had multi–band coverage
for trunked radios that were at the show. System performance was “perfect, an impressive display of technology for
dealers, emergency–management, and public–safety
personnel.”
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Close the Talent Gap and launch a new career with
technical and professional training for emerging and high-growth industries.
We offer
Fast-track training for in-demand skills
Flexible and convenient schedules, including evenings and weekends
Financial aid, easy admission process and limited placement tests
Highly qualiﬁed and motivated instructors
Comprehensive academic and career planning services

Industry Certiﬁcation Programs with
Completion in two to four weeks
Computer and Information Technology
Fiber Optics
J-Standard Soldering
Photovoltaics

Applied Technology Specialist
Composite Fabrication and Testing
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Engineering Technology Support Specialist

Broaden your skills and create your
competitive advantage. Register now.
For more information, contact Mildred Coyne, Executive Dean of Workforce Development.

321.632.1111 or www.brevardcc.edu/workforce

