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Bobby Jicha, a UCF civil engineering graduate, is the RUSH Construction project manager for the new standalone Ron Norris Buick–GMC and Honda
dealerships built in the downtown area of Titusville. The Honda store has 20,000 square feet. Next to it, is the new 15,000–square–foot Buick–GMC
facility. Both stores, constructed simultaneously, are open for business. They feature customer lounges, business centers, and children’s play areas. Jicha
started at RUSH as a project intern while studying for his degree. He recently earned his Professional Engineer designation and is the first PE at RUSH.

RUSH engineer Jicha steers dealer project at Ron Norris in Titusville
By Ken Datzman

TITUSVILLE — As the RUSH

Construction Inc. project manager for

two new standalone automobile

dealerships built at one site here on

South Washington Avenue, Anthony

“Bobby” Jicha, a civil engineer, has spent

many hours steering and coordinating

one of the largest undertakings of its

kind in this area of the county in recent

years.

Jicha says it’s been an experience he

has embraced and has grown from

professionally. Having full responsibility

for the construction of two automotive

dealerships, both being built at the same

time, has kept Jicha on the move

overseeing the project’s progress.

Hard–hat project managers like Jicha

collaborate with architects, engineers,

and other construction specialists. They

typically plan, coordinate, budget, and

supervise construction projects from

development to completion.

The newly built Ron Norris Honda

store has 20,000 square feet of space,

and the companion Buick–GMC store

contains 15,000 square feet. Each

dealership, now open, has a dedicated

entrance.

The stores are examples of the long–

term confidence and positive outlook

businessowners have in the North

Brevard market, which is starting to

attract new interest from developers.

Together, this multimillion–dollar

investment in the downtown area has

greatly enlarged Ron Norris Inc.’s

footprint and has increased its presence

in the North Brevard retail automotive

segment.

These dealerships — which were built

simultaneously — lead the way as part

of the city’s revitalization efforts of the

U.S. Highway 1 corridor, and the

growing investment dollars in new

commercial development here in general.

“I am a Titusville resident. It’s

exciting to see things like this happening

in North Brevard,” said Jicha, a Univer-
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sity of Central Florida civil engineering

graduate who joined RUSH Construction

as a project intern and went on to earn

his Professional Engineer designation.

“This is a longstanding family

business, started by Josh Norris’
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Mad About Bling 2014

You are invited to a nostalgic evening of dinner and dancing to benefit the

Brevard Library Foundation

Saturday, November 22, 6:00 to 10:00 in the evening

Suntree Country Club  �  Melbourne, Florida

$100.00 per person or $175.00 per couple

includes Dinner and  2 Beer or Wine Tickets (Cash Bar)

Cocktail Attire

Evening entertainment will be provided by Alfie Silva

featuring songs from the 1950s

Music performed by the group "Fundecided"

Elegant pieces of  jewelry will be featured in a live auction

donated by

Wesche Jewelers

RSVP with payment via PayPal at brevardlibraryfoundation.org

or call 321-633-1887 for more information
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Do you know where you are on your path to your 
financial future?

Will you have enough money to reach your goals?

When was your financial strategy last updated?

Is your financial plan proactive or reactive?

Did you make what you need?

If you’re not sure, we can help.  
Call us for a complimentary second opinion.

321-773-7773
FirstWaveFinancial.com/bbn
1300 Hwy. A1A, Satellite Beach

Could You Use a Second Opinion About  
Your Wealth Management?

55
To Ask 

Yourself:

Independent. Objective. Trusted.



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationNOVEMBER 3, 2014

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 3

Expanded Patrick Smith workshop to be held Nov. 7–8
at Forever Florida; event honors the late Florida author

ST. CLOUD — The Allen Broussard Conservancy and Forever Florida–Ziplines &

Adventures in the Wild will present “Patrick Smith Days 2014 — A Florida Nature and

Heritage Retreat for Writers and Photographers” on Nov. 7–8 at Forever Florida, located

25 miles southeast of Orlando.

The workshop is in honor of the late Patrick Smith, who died Jan. 26, 2014. A three–

time Pulitzer Award winner, Smith was a celebrated storyteller, author and historian who

was also recognized as the “Greatest Living Floridian” by the Florida Historical Society.

His book, “A Land Remembered, was voted “Best Florida Book” by “Florida Monthly”

magazine.

General admission to this popular event is free of charge and open to all enthusiasts of

Florida’s nature and heritage. The program features a Writing and Photography Work-

shop with a variety of vendors.

Additional activities and presentations include:

l “Bring Your Own Horse Trail Ride!”– a three–hour ride through Forever Florida’s

swamps, sleuths and creeks ($75 per person).

l “A Land Remembered” Wild Coach Tour ($32 per person).

l “Remembering Patrick Smith” Lecture and Barbecue. The fee is $45 for the lecture,

barbecue and coach tour. The lecture alone is $18. The lecturers are: Dr. Nick Wynne,

author and past president of Florida Historical Society; Judge Nelson “storyteller” Bailey,

a retired circuit judge from West Palm Beach County; Warren Resen, a freelance writer;

and Rick Smith and Patrick Smith Jr., serving as master of ceremonies and presenter.

l “Repurposing the Florida Cracker Horse” by Dr. Sandra Wise.

l “Marjorie Harris Carr, Defender of Florida’s Environment” by Peggy McDonale.

l “Digital Publishing Changes the World,” by Capt. Rodney Smith.

l “The Cracker Tenor” reception and performance by Ben DeHart.

Parking is $10. For event activity tickets, go to www.ForeverFlorida.com. Event

proceeds will benefit the Allen Broussard Conservancy.

The Photography Workshop, hosted by James Valentine and Vince Lamb, will be

conducted Friday afternoon through Saturday morning. Valentine is a naturalist photog-

rapher, artist and filmmaker whose work includes more than 10 books and has helped to

preserve millions of acres of wild acres. A Florida Master Naturalist, Lamb has conducted

numerous photography workshops and classes in Central Florida.

The overnight retreat includes accommodations in Camp Illahaw, refreshments, Wild

Coach transfers, photography expeditions and workshops on writing and photography.

The cost is $175 per person. Registration is limited and available online.

Forever Florida–Ziplines and Adventures in the Wild is located at 4755 N. Kenansville

Road. Take U.S. Highway 192 to Holopaw, turn south on U.S. 441 and drive 7.5 miles.

Forever Florida–Ziplines and Adventures in the Wild is on the east (left) side of the

highway.

The mission of the Allen Broussard Conservancy at Forever Florida is to preserve and

protect the fragile ecosystems of Florida’s native wilderness, to provide a permanent

protective habitat for wildlife, to maintain the historical ranching operation and to

educate the public about the importance of conservation and the preservation of our

unique heritage. The web address is ABConservancy@ForeverFlorida.com.

Feline Network to host its ‘Holiday Gala Dinner and Silent Auction’
Space Coast Feline Network will be hosting its annual “Holiday Gala Dinner and

Silent Auction” at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 22, at the Veranda Room of the Space

Coast Realtors Association, 105 McLeod St. on Merritt Island

The event proceeds will go to SCFN’s programs, including its low–cost spay/neuter

service for feral/community cats. The dinner buffet will be catered by Gems of Hayes

Meats on Merritt Island.

The program will include a 50–50 raffle. Bring a six–pound or larger bag of cat food

and you’ll receive a free raffle ticket to win an iPad.

The Gala cost is $50 per person. Tables for 10 people are available for reservation. The

reservation deadline is Thursday, Nov. 20. For reservations, go to www.scfntnr.org, or

mail your check to SCFN, P.O. Box 624, Cocoa, Fla., 32923. The SCFN is seeking donated

goods for the silent auction and door prizes. Call Carol at 208–6694, Sandy at 759–5242 or

Mike at 543–9347. The SCFN is also looking for sponsors for this year’s event. Sponsors

will be recognized in the dinner program. Sponsorships range from $50 to $1,000.

Brevard's

Small Business

Lender

Community Bank of the South
is a Small Business,

and understands the lending
needs of Small Businesses.

Commercial Loans
Operating Lines of Credit
SBA 504 Loans
Equipment Financing
Business Checking
Merchant Services
Health Savings Accounts

321-452-0420

CBOSDirect.com
U.S. Treasury Approved

Small Business Lending Fund
Bill Taylor

President /CEO

       Residential     Commercial321-779-9797
www.MilitanoConstruction.com
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Through their plays, these playwrights helped redefine the

images and perceptions of African–Americans to explain

and illuminate the Negro condition in America.

In 1930, Hughes wrote “Mulatto” depicting the conflict

between American apartheid and the rebellion of a young

black male refusing to accept his “place” in that oppression.

Inspired by “Cross” an earlier Hughes poem, it deals with

the conflict between a father and son who is a mulatto,

who some Americans call “light–skinned.”

Hughes’ main concern was to uplift his people. It was

insightful and courageous writing in the 1930s, a dramatic

play about a black man’s strengths, resiliency and courage

defying the oppressive American system in a time when

hanging black men was a common occurrence.

As Hughes broke ground with the first black drama to

run a year on Broadway, Hansberry became the first

African–American woman playwright with a successful

dramatic production on Broadway.

In “A Raisin in the Sun,” Hansberry confronted the

social injustices she witnessed in America and reflected the

political struggles of her people. Her plays concern the

issues of racial discrimination, integration versus segrega-

tion, emancipation, slavery and colonialism. She writes

about social injustice and misdirected ambition. Her plays

project the importance of preserving one’s identity and

cultural heritage. She points out the bitterness of the social

conditions that continuously defers the aspirations of black

families attempting to escape the poverty of the Chicago

projects, even today.

Hansberry asks whether the dream of the play’s

Younger family dries up “like a raisin in the sun” or “does

it explode,” like Langston Hughes’s poem “Harlem”

presages.

“A Raisin in the Sun” is a celebration of black life, with

all its diversity and creativity. Hansberry did not treat

racial content and universality as mutually exclusive, as

the “The Cosby Show” later proved on TV.

She challenged that the underlying assumption that

only the lives of whites have universal significance was

another of the many racial misconceptions based on the

inability of a large number of whites to view blacks

directly.

Hansberry created several complex, multifaceted

human beings who come to realize that their real opponent

The role arts play redefining ethnicity, gender and race of American society
By Anthony Major
UCF Forum columnist

When redefining the ethnicity, gender and race of

American society, I find it is interrelated with the cultural

dialogue. The African–American experience has always

been tied to those topics.

In America, the concept of the “one–drop rule” — that a

single drop of “black blood” makes a person a black — was

founded on sub–Saharan African ancestry. That reality

and its consequent marginalization led African–Americans

to seek relief in any way possible.

The arts can have a widespread significant impact on

illuminating and changing the perception of the people

caught up in this racial divide.

The stagnation of conditions for African–Americans,

throughout three different epochs, is seen in the works of

Langston Hughes, “Mulatto” (the 1930s); Lorraine

Hansberry, “A Raisin in the Sun” (post World War II), and

Douglas Turner Ward, “Day of Absence” (civil rights era).

is an entire system of privilege and exclusion based on

many false premises.

Before “Raisin,” the black man’s internal conflicts had

not been written about in a dramatic play by a woman.

The play shows the complex dynamics of a black man

trying to assimilate into the dominate society, believing

that is what will make him a man in his household. He

does not realize that the fraudulent ideologies of white

racism and black assimilation he aspires to are tearing

apart the family he loves.

Douglas Turner Ward said that, as Hughes and

Hansberry before him, in studying informed perspectives,

“you learn to write from within and focus on the realities of

what you see.” In today’s world that is what some rappers

say inform their work.

We must, however, be responsible for the images we are

judged by.

Ward related: “To write a bad play is counter revolu-

tionary.” He chose to use biting satire in “Day of Absence,”

a version of the American minstrel format that revealed

the subtle interdependence between blacks and whites.

“The New York Times,” in its review, said: “Laughter can

be used as effectively as anger in telling white America

what the Negro had on his mind.”

These playwrights wrote about the culture of their

times, through the lives of their characters and the

conditions they endured to give identity to their people and

their struggle to survive.

If told truthfully and without shame, it has universal

appeal and significance. These writers knew when they

wrote about their condition, the expression of the cultural

soul of a people with human sensibilities, they were also

writing about race. The two were interchangeable. Their

works gave ethnic authenticity to a people who have

suffered dehumanizing oppression.

They forced the necessary reappraisal and offered an

opportunity to reassess preconceived images and percep-

tions of African–American culture.

Junior League of South Brevard to host ‘Festival of Trees’ at Foosaner Museum
The Junior League of South Brevard Inc. is set to present its 30th annual “Festival of Trees” fund–raiser. This premier

holiday event Nov. 15–16 is hosted by the Foosaner Art Museum and sponsored by the Florida Institute of Technology.

The museum is on Highland Avenue in the Eau Gallie Arts District of Melbourne.

The Festival hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 12 to 4 p.m. on Sunday. The weekend schedule includes “The

Santa Experience” and children’s activities, “Pictures with Santa,” food trucks, raffles, and entertainment.

The event benefits the children of South Brevard. The Junior League of South Brevard’s programs and projects are

designed to improve children’s health through nutrition and physical activity.

Designer–decorated Christmas trees and wreaths will be displayed throughout the Foosaner Art Museum. The trees

and wreaths may be purchased or just enjoyed for ideas.

The Festival weekend will begin with a “Red Carpet Gala” from 7 to 10 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 14, at the Foosaner Art

Museum. Guests will enjoy a performance by the Brevard Symphony Orchestra, a luxury auto showcase by Presenting

Sponsor Audi Melbourne, cigar and scotch pairings, and the decorated designed trees. Gala tickets are $150 each.

At the Gala, each attendee will have the opportunity to preview the decorated trees and be the first to participate in

the favored “buy–it–now” option. For full details about the Festival, visit www.JLSB.net.

Anthony B. Major is an associate professor of
film in UCF’s School of Visual Arts & Design
and program director of Africana Studies in the
College of Arts & Humanities. He can be
reached at anthony.major@ucf.edu.
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SILENT AUCTION!   

7 foot pre-lit Christmas tree 
adorned with ar san wood 

ornaments ranging from   
classic to whimsical!   

Valued at $750– Bidding 
starts at $75  Donated by the 

Space Coast Wood Carvers   

Silent auc on ends Nov 12, 
2014 at 6:30 pm    

More photos at 
www.SCEIC.com 

321-729-6858 

Call 321-729-6858 

Only 500 ckets 
$50 each or 3 for $100 

Suggested dona on   
 

Invest In Miracles  
Cash Raffle 
WIN $5,000 

When it comes to growing your business, it pays to depend on local people 
who know you and your customers. That’s why so many area companies 
turn to SCCU Members’ Watchdog for everything from construction loans to 
commercial real-estate loans. We make local business decisions that make 
sense for local businesses.

B U S I N E S S  S E R V I C E S  A T

Federally insured by the NCUA

RIGHT HERE.

You’ve Got Us Exactly  
Where You Want Us.

Learn more at SCCU.com/business

Call to learn more today! 
 1-800-447-7228, option 9:

Volusia/Flagler   ext. 6642
Brevard/Indian River   ext. 6533

Palm Beach/North Broward   ext. 5925
Broward   ext. 5924 

Miami-Dade   ext. 5923
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A Melbourne Beach resident assumed command of

the U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S. 4th

Fleet reserve unit Oct. 15 in a ceremony at the Naval

Station Mayport in Jacksonville.

Rear Adm. George Ballance presided at the cer-

emony, during which Cmdr. Jo Sarmiento replaced

Capt. Joey Dodgen.

Over the past two years, the 95 members of Navy

Reserve USNAVSO/4th Fleet provided more than 4,300

days of support to the fleet.

Ballance expressed appreciation for Dodgen’s

leadership and predicted success for Sarmiento.

“Reservists are essential members of the USNAVSO/

4th Fleet team,” he said. “The command has benefited

from capable, inspirational leadership on the reserve

side, and I have confidence that will continue.”

Sarmiento commanded Navy Reserve U.S. European

Command ECJ5/8 — supporting the strategy and policy

directorate — since 2011.

She was commissioned in 1992 from Tulane Univer-

sity and served aboard USS Mauna Kea (AE–22) in the

Pacific Ocean and aboard USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44)

in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea as a

surface warfare officer while on active duty.

As a reservist, she was the officer–in–charge of

Forward Operating Base Hurso, Ethiopia, and Kenya

theater security cooperation planner for Task Force

Horn of Africa; assistant chief of the crisis action team

in the U.S. Fleet Forces Command Center for Haiti

earthquake relief; and chief of the crisis action team for

Melbourne Beach resident assumes leadership of the U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command Fleet
the Gulf of Mexico oil spill recovery.

Now, Sarmiento is eager to contribute in Central

and South America, an area of operations she described

as vital to U.S. interests.

“My sense is we are so impacted by what happens so

close to our borders,” she said. “I want to learn about it

and help the fight.”

Sarmiento said she is looking forward to being a part

of NR USNAVSO/4th Fleet.

“It’s a really good unit,” she said. “The Sailors are all

proud of what they do, which is meaningful — not only

good for the command but for their career develop-

ment.”

Visit www.Navy.mil/local/cusns for more news from

U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. 4th

Fleet.

New director of development announced at Habitat for Humanity of Brevard County
PALM BAY — Habitat for Humanity of Brevard County Inc. has announced the hiring of John Brewer III as its new

director of development.

Before joining Habitat, the Florida State University graduate enjoyed a 30–year career working for corporations, for

small businesses and for entrepreneurial ventures, in team, leadership and executive positions.

Brewer has combined his FSU education in theater, television and film, his experience in information technology,

digital media and business, and his entrepreneurial skills and spirit to produce “key outcomes” in the positions he’s held

over three decades.

“I believe God opened this door at this time in my life,” said Brewer. “It was simply up to me to step across the

threshold. With His guidance and the Habitat team, I look forward to serving the mission of action and the vision of

decent, affordable homes for deserving Brevard families.”

“We are very proud to have John as the new director of development,” said Diane Koenig, the local executive director

of Habitat. “His education, experience and skills are just what we need to help us fulfill our marketing and community–

development goals going forward. We are confident he will help us to achieve our stated vision and mission.”

Habitat for Humanity of Brevard is part of a global, nonprofit housing organization operated on Christian principles

that seek to put “God’s love into action by building homes, communities and hope.”

Since 1985, the local affiliate has provided more than 325 families with the opportunity of home ownership in

partnership with many individuals, businesses, organizations and members of the faith community.

For more information about the organization, visit www.BrevardHabitat.com and www.BrevardHabitat.com/ReStore,

or go to www.facebook.com/HabitatBrevardCounty.

Parade of Homes Logo - emailed
EVENT DATES NOVEMBER 1 - 9

MONDAY - SATURDAY:  10 AM - 5 PM    SUNDAY: NOON - 5 PM

PLAN YOUR PARADE ROUTE / FLORIDATODAY.COM

VISIT THESE FINE BUILDERS

Showcase Home by Holiday Builders

Single Family Category

Showroom Tour Blinds of All Kinds

Adams Homes

Arthur Rutenberg Homes

Christopher Burton Homes

DiPrima Construction

DR Horton

HBCA mercedesRegionsFBCBB&T

Joyal Construction

Holiday Builders

Monarch Homes

Stanley Homes

Viera Builders
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Earn your degree in 
Business Administration
with concentrations in:

KeiserUniversity.edu
877.513.5605

E d i

Go further
with your future

Associate  I  Bachelor’s I  Master’s    Doctoral I  

International Business 
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AT BREVARD ZOO

November 8, 2014

7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

MUSIC • FOOD • DRINKS • ENTERTAINMENT

Early Bird Tickets: $70 • $75 Non-Members

Tickets Available Online at BrevardZoo.org

SIGNATURE DISHES FROM OVER 30 TOP RESTAURANTS & CATERERS

ALL-INCLUSIVE!

For Sponsorship Opportunities or Tickets, call • 321-254-9453 X 234

8225 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne, FL • BrevardZoo.org

Presented by

We have the Experience and Knowledge
to Help You Find the Right Mortgage

Conventional Mortgages

Jumbo Financing

VA Fixed Rate Loans

FHA Mortgages

HARP Refinancing

Streamlined Refinancing

1380 N Courtenay Parkway  �  Merritt Island

www.FBFNA.com      NMLS 1006934

Residential
Mortgages

Home Buying Made Easy

321-328-1382

Joy Winslow
MLO #409402

Member
FDIC
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National Consortium for Academics & Sports joins with Fund for UNICEF to launch campaign on campuses
ORLANDO — The National Consortium for Academics

& Sports (NCAS) is partnering with the U.S. Fund for

UNICEF to launch “Shut Out Trafficking,” a project to

raise awareness against human trafficking on 10 univer-

sity and college campuses across the U.S. this fall and

spring.

The campaign will use sports as the platform to help

inform campuses about trafficking by utilizing the draw of

student–athletes, coaches, and athletic administrators to

engage the larger student body on the issue.

NCAS and the U.S. Fund for UNICEF will host

weeklong outreach programs on these campuses to include

public–service announcements, film screenings, appear-

ances by prominent student–athletes and coaches,

discussion groups with students, and possibly speakers

who are survivors of human trafficking. Speakers will

share their personal stories and their reflections about the

“power of love and forgiveness in their lives.”

Students participating in the events will be invited to

become active in anti–trafficking work to help end human

trafficking.

The Shut Out Trafficking campaign has already taken

place at LaSalle University and St. John’s University. The

program is set for Tulane University (Oct. 27–31), Brown

University (Nov. 3–7), and the University of Central

Florida (Nov. 10–14).

Shut Out Trafficking will also visit five university and

college campuses in spring 2015: the University of

California Los Angeles, the University of Denver, the

University of Alabama, the University of Nebraska, and

Chicago State University. The spring 2015 dates will be

announced later this year.

Shut Out Trafficking will educate college students on

the brutality of human trafficking and the $150 billion

industry it has become.

In the U.S. alone it is estimated that there are between

100,000 and 300,000 children at–risk for sex trafficking,

and thousands more are exploited through labor traffick-

ing in agriculture, carnivals, and domestic servitude.

For 29 years, the mission of the NCAS has been to “use

the power of sport to effect positive social change.” The

NCAS educates and empowers individuals and organiza-

tions by inspiring values–based thinking leading to actions

that promote social responsibility and equality.

The Shut Out Trafficking project is funded by the

Fetzer Institute. For more details about the campaign,

visit www.ncasports.org/services/human–trafficking or

www.unicefusa.org/endtrafficking.

Community–minded Alpizar Law in Palm Bay to give away 500 turkeys Nov. 22
PALM BAY — Over the past few years, the attorneys at Alpizar Law say they have witnessed many families in

Brevard County facing challenges with a variety of hardships. With Thanksgiving approaching, “dinner with loved ones

should not be one of them.” The holiday season should be a time for giving, and this year the spirit of giving is “filling the

hearts” of Alpizar Law LLC. With a history of community service, the Alpizar Law practice recently announced that it

will be giving away 500 turkeys. This event is open to everyone in Brevard County and the surrounding cities.

“When I moved to Brevard County 36 years ago, I knew this place was special. Now, having raised a family and

dedicated my career to helping people in this community, I felt this was a wonderful expression of thanks to the place I’ve

called home for over three decades,” said Alpizar Law’s founding attorney, O. John Alpizar.

On Saturday, Nov. 22, at 10:30 a.m., Alpizar Law will be giving away free turkeys on a first–come first–served basis at

its office, 1528 Palm Bay Road, NE. The attorneys and staff at Alpizar Law “invite our friends, neighbors and community

members to visit our office and pick up a free turkey, from our family to yours.” In order to extend this offer to as many

people as possible, “we are limiting one turkey per household,” while supplies last.

“Helping people for a living in their time of need after an accident always gives me a sense of joy and gratification,

which is why I love what I do,” said attorney David Alpizar. “But there is no better way to show my thankfulness and

support for our local community, during this time of year, than to come together and give back to people.”

Alpizar Law’s practice includes a focus on automobile and trucking collisions, wrongful–death claims, motorcycle

collisions, catastrophic injury claims and pedestrian/bicycle injuries. For more information about the practice or its team

of attorneys, visit www.AlpizarLaw.com.

© 2014 Regions Bank. 

Expect more 
involvement.
Nothing gives us more pride than our 
communities. Our neighbors inspire us and 

define who we are as a bank. As a proud 

corporate citizen, we’re always excited to 

help invigorate the cities and towns we call 

home. To those who are constantly working 

to improve our communities, we offer our 

thanks, our assistance and our commitment 

to making great neighborhoods even better.

1.800.regions  |  regions.com

Approved 
Auto Repair

The Carmichael Family

RV • TRUCK • CAR • COMMERCIAL FLEETS

getsGlenn s you...
over 60 years of service

auto repairs • preventive maintenance • tire service • brake & power window repair

f2726 S. Harbor City Blvd. • Melbourne
321-723-0751
www.glennstire.com

Complete Mechanical Services

• Air conditioning
• Electrical
• Brake systems
• Wheel alignment

• Radiator service
• Transmission service
• Engine performance / diagnostics
• Multi-point vehicle inspections
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Please see Brubaker Builders LLC, page 15

Area firm Brubaker Builders favors money–saving ICF and other leading–edge
technologies in construction of custom homes; building at San Marino Estates
By Ken Datzman

Energy–efficient construction in the

U.S. has surged over the last decade,

driven in part by fuel prices and more

stringent energy codes.

While the “R–value” — a measure of

insulation’s ability to resist heat — has

long been the traditional yardstick of

gauging energy effectiveness, it alone does

not reflect the “true effectiveness” of a

material when installed.

There are construction methods or tools

that can also impact energy usage. One of

these is the ICF — or insulating concrete

form — effect. This technology results in

“cast–in place concrete walls” that are

sandwiched between two layers of

insulation material.

These ICF systems are strong and

energy efficient, said businessman Michael

Brubaker, president and owner of

Brubaker Builders LLC, whose company

builds custom homes in the local market,

including at San Marino Estates in the

Suntree area of Melbourne.

In general, building a home using ICF

is more energy efficient, more environmen-

tally sustainable, and provides more sound

deadening, than other construction

methods industry experts say. It gives you

all the benefits that have made concrete

the material of choice for home building:

solid, lasting construction that resists the

ravages of fire, wind, and time. But ICF

goes one step further by giving the

homeowner two built–in layers of foam

insulation.

Commercial contractors often use high–

wind resistant ICF technology, which has

been around for decades and has improved

through the years. “With the cost of

concrete, steel, and other building

materials leveling off over the last few

years, ICF is now much more price–

competitive for the residential market,”

said Brubaker.

Insulating concrete form construction

offers a complete energy solution that

makes economic sense today, he added.

His company favors ICF because of its

many benefits to the homeowner.

For one, the houses built with ICF

exterior walls typically require 44 percent

less energy to heat and 32 percent less

energy to cool than comparable frame

houses, according to the “VanderWerf

Michael Brubaker, left, is president of Brubaker Homes LLC. The custom builder touts the benefits of insulating concrete form construction techniques.
The benefits include greater energy efficiency and more sheer day–to–day living comfort. Brubaker is building his own home using ICF. The home is at
San Marino Estates in Melbourne. Newton Land Development Inc. is the developer, of which John Newton is the company president. Lots there are
available in a wide range of sizes and shapes.

Study.”

Titled “Energy Comparisons of

Concrete Homes vs. Wood Frame Homes,”

the study was conducted by Dr. Peter

VanderWerf, a well–regarded ICF expert.

“Inside all the foam, is six inches of

solid poured concrete, and steel, vertically

and horizontally,” said Brubaker. “So

literally the home is bullet–proof. Ballistic

studies have been done to support that

statement. The military uses ICF for some

of its secure installations.”

Insulating concrete forms are hollow

expanded polystyrene insulation forms

that are erected at the construction site,

and then filled with five or six inches of

reinforced concrete. Unlike traditional

concrete forms, which are removed after

the concrete cures, ICFs are left in place,

said Brubaker.

A key benefit of ICF construction is that

there is no air infiltration.

“The spray foam completely covers all

wall structures, so it’s sealed airtight.

There is no air infiltration from inside the

home or from the outside of the home.

There is no water infiltration, either. We

also use all–vinyl impact windows from

PGT Industries,” said Brubaker.

Over half the energy loss of a frame

house is because of unwanted air infiltra-

tion and heat loss through the wall

assembly. Air can penetrate into a

structure through many channels,

including sheathing gaps, penetrations at

balconies or between cantilevered floors.

Also, humidity and drying of the wood

frame causes “movement in the wood

framing and contributes to post–construc-

tion leakage,” says the Insulating Concrete

Form Association, a business association

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Rotary Club of Cocoa, page 17

By Ken Datzman

The Doobie Brothers, a northern

California four–time Grammy–winning

rock band founded in the late 1960s, will

be performing in Brevard County in early

2015 in a benefit presented by the

community–minded Rotary Club of Cocoa.

The group has cut a wide path of

success in the recording industry, with

such hits as “What a Fool Believes,” “Take

Me in Your Arms,” “Listen to the Music,”

“Long Train Runnin’,” and “Black Water.”

Beginning with their multimillion–

selling collection “Toulouse Street” (1972),

The Doobies have recorded three multi–

platinum, seven platinum, and 14 gold

albums. Their “Best of the Doobies” (1976)

has sold more than 11 million copies — a

rare Diamond record.

“The Doobies are on a roll,” said Mike

Arnold of the Cocoa Rotary Club, who saw

them perform recently in Nashville. He is

the club’s fund–raising chairman.

Just a few weeks ago, on Sept. 30, The

Doobies were the first rock band to be

inducted into the International Entertain-

ment Buyers Association Hall of Fame.

The ceremony was conducted at

Nashville’s Country Music Hall of Fame

CMA Theatre.

The Doobie Brothers, led by Michael

McDonald, have been touring the U.S. and

abroad. Their international swing

included a 2013 concert in Italy.

In September of this year, Patrick

Simmons, the founding member of The

Doobie Brothers and longtime motorcycle

enthusiast, rode coast–to–coast with his

wife, Cris Sommer Simmons, in the

“Motorcycle Cannonball Endurance Run.”

The duo journeyed more than 4,000

miles, from Daytona Beach to Tacoma,

Wash., on their 1934 and 1929 Harley–

Davidsons. They stopped in various states

and raised money along the ride for

“Stand Up To Cancer,” in honor of their

son, Pat Jr., who battled testicular cancer

and is now cancer–free.

Locally, The Doobie Brothers’ “Party–

in–the–Park” concert is set for March 1 at

Riverfront Park in Cocoa, which can

accommodate up to 4,000 people for an

event.

Tickets go on sale Dec. 1 at

CocoaPartyinthePark.com. General

admission is $50 and reserved seating is

Rotary Club of Cocoa to present Doobie Brothers ‘Party–in–the–Park’ concert
benefiting Boys & Girls Clubs of Cocoa; tickets on sale Dec. 1; seeks sponsors

other ways including the use of banners

and signage.

To inquire about being a sponsor for

The Doobie Brothers concert, contact

Arnold at 636–5858. He’s with Arnold

Insurance and Financial Services in

Cocoa.

Through a capital campaign and

continued support from the Rotary Club of

Cocoa, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central

Florida was able to renovate a former

bank building on Dixon Boulevard.

The two–story, 10,000–square–foot

facility was fully renovated and became

the Cocoa Branch, opening this year.

Arnold, a longtime member of Rotary Club

of Cocoa, was asked to head the capital

campaign.

“We were very successful in that

endeavor,” he said. “Now our efforts are on

keeping the facility open and increasing

the number of children it serves. Instead

of going out and asking the community to

donate and donate, we decided to create

the ‘Party–in–the–Park’ fund–raiser

featuring The Doobie Brothers. We hope

the community rallies around this event to

help the organization.”

$60 per ticket (plus handing fees). There

are a limited number of $150 VIP tickets

available. The VIP ticket includes a

catered dinner by The Tulip Restaurant &

Lounge in Cocoa Village.

The concert will benefit the Cocoa

Branch of the Boys & Girls Clubs of

Central Florida, a nonprofit entity. Arnold

said sponsorship opportunities for the

event range from $2,500 (“Be Safe”) to

$25,000 (“Be Great”).

Sponsorship amenities vary according

to the support level, but all sponsors will

be recognized in the concert program. The

Rotary Club of Cocoa plans to promote the

event through print and radio, and in

The Rotary Club of Cocoa is putting on a fund–raiser for the Cocoa Branch of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida. The Doobie Brothers will perform
March 1 at Riverfront Park in Cocoa. From left: Bill McCarthy, president, Rotary Club of Cocoa; Mike Arnold, Rotary Club of Cocoa fund–raising
chairman; John Burke, Cocoa Branch volunteer; Erin Harvey, development officer/Brevard, Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida; and Paul Chinaris,
Rotary Club of Cocoa committee member for ‘Party in the Park.’

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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The Virtual Heroes Division of Applied Research

Associates Inc., with an office in Orlando, has released a

free download of “Zero Hour: America’s Medic,” a first–

person 3–D video game for training emergency responders

to handle mass–casualty incidents. Built on the Unreal

Engine 3, Zero Hour lets users assume triage, treatment,

and incident command roles during simulated natural

disasters and biologic, chemical, and other terrorist

attacks.

Virtual Heroes developed Zero Hour for George

Washington University’s Office of Homeland Security,

through a grant from the Department of Homeland

Security. The game trains pre–hospital emergency medical

service practitioners such as paramedics and first respond-

ers. Users practice high–stakes decision making in various

first–person single–player 3–D environments, including a

residential neighborhood, a financial district, a baseball

stadium, and a train station.

The Zero Hour web release marks the first time this

training game is available to the public at no cost, said

Randy Brown, Virtual Heroes Division manager.

“We’re committed to creating a wide range of training

content and modalities in the emergency response space,”

he said.

“Zero Hour provides a wide range of virtual environ-

ments and training scenarios, such as a biologic incident

response. This immersive application provides timely and

relevant practice scenarios for first responders, including

mass–casualty incident scenarios for over 100 simulta-

neous virtual patients. With this web release, we’re excited

to provide access for all EMS providers around the globe to

high–quality game–based medical training, completely

free of charge.”

Zero Hour is available for download on the Virtual

Heroes website at www.VirtualHeroes.biz/ZeroHour.

Virtual Heroes has won multiple awards for its

simulations, serious games and 3–D virtual worlds using

Unreal Engine technology to provide interactive–learning

solutions for health care, federal systems, and corporate

training.

Applied Research Associates was founded 1979, in

Albuquerque, N.M., to solve problems of national impor-

tance by providing science and engineering research, and

technical support services. The company’s applied research

delivers scientific solutions for national defense, homeland

security, aerospace, healthcare, transportation, and

manufacturing.

With 1,100 employee owners at locations in the U.S.

and Canada, the company offers a broad range of technical

expertise in defense technologies, civil engineering,

computer software and simulation, systems analysis,

biomedical engineering, environmental technologies, and

blast–testing and measurement.

The Virtual Heroes Division of Applied Research

Associates creates collaborative interactive learning

solutions for health care, federal systems, and corporate

training markets. Advanced Learning Technologies

leverages simulation learning and digital games–based

training paradigms to accelerate learning, increase user

proficiency, and reduce training costs.

Virtual Heroes is located in Raleigh, N.C., and in

Orlando, in the Central Florida Research Park. For more

about the company, visit www.VirtualHeroes.com and

www.ARA.com.

Applied Research Associates releases download of emergency response training game ‘Zero Hour’

Space Coast Early Intervention Center announces cash raffle to benefit kids
Space Coast Early Intervention Center (SCEIC) invites you to enter your name for an opportunity to win $5,000 in

SCEIC’s “Invest in Miracles” cash raffle. Tickets are on sale for a donation of $50 each, or three for $100. Only 500 tickets

have been printed for this raffle. The proceeds will go directly to support programs that provide equal–learning opportuni-

ties for children with and without disabilities. The raffle is sponsored by the Miami Corp. Each ticket stub admits one

person to the Broken Barrel Tavern from 5 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, for drinks and appetizers at the pre–

drawing celebration sponsored by Crane Private Wealth Management of Raymond James. The winning ticket will be

drawn at 6:30. In addition to the cash raffle, there will be dollar raffles and a silent auction at the pre–drawing celebra-

tion. The silent auction item is a seven–foot pre–lit Christmas tree, adorned with more than 50 handcrafted wood

ornaments created and donated by the Space Coast Wood Carvers. Photos are available at www.SCEIC.com. Bids are

being accepted now for this unique tree valued at $750. The auction ends at 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 12.
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321-254-1595

St. Teresa 

Catholic School

Titusville
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Catholic High School

Melbourne
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Holy Name of Jesus 

Catholic School

Indialantic

321-773-1630
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NEW YORK — Allied Fiber, the United States’ first

open–access, integrated, network–neutral colocation and

dark–fiber superstructure, recently announced that

Summit Broadband Inc., a regional service provider

headquartered in Orlando, a subsidiary of Cable Bahamas

Ltd., has executed a 20–year Indefeasible Right of Use

agreement and lease for dark fiber and neutral colocation

to expand its Florida network between Miami and

Jacksonville.

Summit Broadband will leverage Allied Fiber’s dark–

fiber network and neutral–colocation facilities in Florida to

interconnect its own internal–network elements as well as

provide access in to its entire network in the state to meet

customer demands for greater capacity and more efficient

and cost–effective service offerings.

By establishing a presence in the Allied Fiber colocation

facilities on the East Coast, Summit Broadband will

provide its customers with a direct, physical layer access

point into their regional dark fiber and high capacity

transport network connecting its service areas. Summit

Broadband will also leverage the Allied Fiber network to

Miami through Boca Raton where they will connect to the

submarine cable system network of their parent company,

Cable Bahamas.

“The agreement with Summit Broadband is a perfect fit

and completely consistent with our mission of linking the

submarine cable systems in the United States while also

providing direct, physical access for all local communities

along the way,” said Hunter Newby, the chief executive

officer of Allied Fiber. “Local communities in Florida are

demanding reliable, high–speed broadband infrastructure

for businesses and consumers and by connecting to the

Allied Fiber superstructure, Summit Broadband is able to

offer its retail, enterprise and wholesale customers greater

reliability and faster connectivity to homes and work-

places.”

“Strategic partnerships with industry leaders like

Allied Fiber allow us to expand broadband service offerings

to our valued customers,” said Richard Pardy, the chief

executive officer of Summit Broadband. “The dark–fiber

network spanning from Miami to Jacksonville will improve

the connection capabilities for thousands of our customers

along the East Coast of Florida.”

Summit Broadband’s partnership with Allied Fiber

continues its expansion throughout the state of Florida. In

2013, the company merged U.S. Metro, Marco Island Cable

and NuVu, extending its area of service to Southwest and

Central Florida. Earlier this month, Allied Fiber an-

nounced plans to complete the next segment of its South-

east Route by connecting Jacksonville with Atlanta.

Allied Fiber owns, builds and operates its own net-

work–neutral, fiber–optic system, connecting subsea–

landing points, wireless towers, data centers, carrier

hotels, colocation facilities, enterprise buildings, schools

and governments with next–generation, long–haul and

short–haul dark fiber. For more information on Allied

Fiber, visit www.AlliedFiber.com.

Summit Broadband expands presence in Florida with Allied Fiber; Cable Bahamas subsidiary signs deal
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Continued from page 10

based in Chicago representing more than 500 interna-

tional firms.

Brubaker has been a custom–home builder in the area

for nine years. He earned his bachelor’s degree in business

management from the University of Central Florida and

has a master’s in information technology from Florida

Tech.

He’s building his own home at San Marino Estates, an

upscale subdivision that showcases Mediterranean–style

single–family houses. The gated community on North

Pinehurst Avenue is being developed by Newton Land

Development Inc.

“We have finished our third year and sales have

increased each year at San Marino Estates,” said area

businessman John Newton, the company president.

“We originally had 80 lots. Of the 46 remaining lots, we

have seven or eight reservations right now, people who are

looking to design and build homes either with our group or

with other builders in the neighborhood.”

The approved builders include Stanley Homes, Vintage

Estate Homes, Lifestyle Homes, and Brubaker Builders.

San Marino Estates has lots for sale “to build every size

home, from 2,000 square feet on up,” said Newton. “There

are different lot shapes and sizes throughout the entire

development. Twenty–six of the lots front a 15–acre lake.

The rest of the lots have no direct backyard neighbor.

They back up to wilderness preserves and the like.”

He added, “We are seeing people take their time and

build really nice homes, which means the value of the

homes in the neighborhood is going to escalate over time.

Every house at San Marino Estates that is going up now is

actually more expensive than the previous year’s homes.”

Brubaker’s new home at San Marino Estates is 6,300–

square–foot (about 4,200 square feet under air). The home

has ICF features and much more.

The large custom–designed high–impact mahogany

front door was manufactured in Honduras. It shows off

hand–spun wrought iron. The door is very thick and has

big wrought–iron handles. “It’s like opening a castle–type

door,” he said.

His home includes a full in–law suite and an office.

Brubaker says he likes homes that have nice open spaces.

“We will do whatever the customer wants, but person-

ally I like the large spaces. I want to walk into a bedroom

and see a good–sized bedroom and a good–sized closet.

When was the last time you heard a homeowner say, ‘I

have too much closet space.’ You just don’t hear that.”

A growing number of residential architects say home

sizes increased in the first quarter of 2014. The square–

footage increases were mainly in the upper–end home

market.

The survey was conducted by the American Institute of

Architects. Across the entire housing market, 15 percent of

residential architects report increases in home sizes, a

figure that has been gradually trending upward since

2010, says the AIA report.

Likewise, the share of respondents reporting that home

sizes have been decreasing declined to 20 percent in 2014,

down from almost 34 percent in 2013 and a high of 57

percent in 2010.

Brubaker said his company has another home–

construction project that is in the permitting process.

“And we are working with several clients right now

who are going through the design phases. My objective is

to build six, eight or perhaps 10 custom homes a year, in

the 3,000– to 5,000–square–foot range.”

Satellite Beach is one of his firm’s building markets.

“We have a home going in there for a client that fronts the

Grand Canal. It’s a two–story, 5,600–suqare–foot home,

under air, with ICF features. We are doing a poured

concrete floor on the second level of the home. The house

has all steel framing and all steel trusses as well. Home

buyers are investing in high–quality construction.”

Brevard Zoo to honor veterans with free admission
The Brevard Zoo in Viera will offer free admission to military veterans and active–duty service members on Tuesday,

Nov. 11, Veterans Day. The Zoo will also provide free admission to spouses in the event the active–duty service member

is deployed overseas. Proof of military service is required for free admission. For more information about this offering, call

the Zoo at 254–9453.

2015 Festival Activities

Variety of Birding & Wildlife 
Classes & Field Trips

Keynote Presentations
Art Show,  Competition & Kids 

Poster Contest
Special Digiscoping Workshops
Pelagic Birding Trip
Hands-On Optics Workshops 
Photography Classroom & Field 

Workshops 
Sketching in the Field Workshops
The Raptor Project
Nature-based Exhibitors
Silent Auction
Afternoon Socials

18th Annual 
Space Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival

www.SpaceCoastBirdingAndWildlifeFestival.org

Red-cockaded
Woodpecker

Photo by Roy Thoman 
Inset photo by Roy Halpin

www.VisitSpaceCoast.com

NewMusical Comedy
a

LIVE AT

Main Stage

Book by MARSHALL BRICKMAN and RICK ELICE  

Music and Lyrics by ANDREW LIPPA  

Based on Characters Created by Charles Addams   

Special Arrangement with Elephant Eye Theatrical

OCTOBER 17-

NOVEMBER 2 

Friday-Saturday 8pm 

Sunday 2pm

$16-$26

plus a small handling fee

FOR TICKETS:

HENEGAR.ORG

321.723.8698 

625 E. New Haven Ave.

Melbourne, FL
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‘Rock the Casbah’ party raises $130,000
for Club Esteem, a nonprofit in Melbourne

The recent “Rock the Casbah” benefit which supports

the nonprofit Club Esteem raised $130,000 for that

organization, said Dr. Kim Deffebach, the event chair-

woman.

She recently presented a check to Club Esteem in that

amount at a ceremony attended by longtime Club Esteem

donors Bill and Lisa Troner, Chef Matt Nugnes of Matt’s

Casbah, and Club Esteem board members Ralphalette

Bartell and Renee Love.

Rock the Casbah was held Sept. 27 at Matt’s Casbah

in downtown Melbourne, and $96,000 of the event income

came through sponsorships.

“On behalf of the children and staff of Club Esteem, I

would like to thank our wonderful Rock the Casbah

Chairperson Kim Deffebach, as well as our sponsors,

board members and party–goers,” said Ellena Little, Club

Esteem’s executive director.

“The support we received from the community was

overwhelming. The children who attend Club Esteem are

only able to accomplish greatness because of the generos-

ity of such incredibly awesome people. Today, the

children had a chance to meet some of the people who

believe in and invest in their success and it was a

beautiful thing.”

When asked about what inspires Dr. Deffebach to host

the annual event, she said, “Rock the Casbah brings

people together to have fabulous time for a fabulous

cause. As the night draws on and everyone starts

dancing, I love to stand back and watch everyone smiling,

laughing, and having a wonderful time. Knowing that

people are having so much fun and that we are raising

funds to change children’s lives all at the same time is an

incredible feeling. After 10 years of hosting this event for

Club Esteem, it’s still fresh, fun, exciting, and rewarding

and is definitely my favorite party of the year.”

Jennifer Ottomanelli, Club Esteem’s fund develop-

ment director, added, “Club Esteem believes the best

pathway out of poverty is an excellent education. We are

so grateful to everyone who helped to make this event so

successful. I would like to offer a special thanks to Matt’s

Casbah for once again hosting this amazing event. It

allows us to continue our programming annually and the

successes our students enjoy are remarkable. Ninety–two

of Club Esteem students have matriculated to college,

7 percent have joined the U.S. military, and one student

chose a job as a CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) after

high school. We are overjoyed at the good that this

program does for the future generations of our commu-

nity.”

Club Esteem serves more than 100 children in South

Melbourne, who filled the room during the check presen-

tation. A “pop quiz” was given by Little to ensure that the

students understood the value of a $130,000 contribution,

which is roughly one–third of Club Esteem’s annual

budget. The students provided an “enthusiastic round of

applause” for Dr. Deffebach and her event committee.

For more information about Club Esteem’s free

programs and services, visit www.clubesteem.com. To

become a sponsor for the 2015 Rock the Casbah or to join

Club Esteem’s mailing list, send an e–mail message to

CERocktheCasbah@gmail.com.

• Apple, the Apple logo, FaceTime, iPad,and iSight are trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the US and other countries. App store is a service 
mark of Apple Inc.

Want to know how to get started with a new Mac® or iPad®?

Call or stop by one of our locations for a schedule or visit our website at www.getmactraining.com 

Trainingg
Classes

Attend our Hands-On Workshop Series: Getting started with your Mac or iPad

4.5 hours of hands on training so you can get started quickly!

Depending on your needs we can help you implement your retirement strategies through both our brokerage and advisory capabilities. ©UBS 2013. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member SIPC.  31.13_Ad_11x8.5_BB0314_LauD

We will not rest

Laughlin McCarthy Group. 
Advice. Beyond investing.

UBS Financial Services Inc.

Melbourne, FL 32901
321-729-6770    800-456-6770
ubs.com/team/laughlinmccarthy
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Continued from page 11

“We are grateful to be the beneficiary of The Rotary

Club of Cocoa’s major event for the year designed to

provide significant funds for the operations of the facility

and to help enhance the programs at the club,” said Erin

Harvey, the Brevard development officer for the Boys &

Girls Clubs of Central Florida.

The Cocoa Rotarians have somewhat “adopted” the

Cocoa Branch as one of their community projects. In

addition to securing the building, many of the club

members volunteer at the facility.

“My daughter works at the Cocoa Branch,” said

businessman Paul Chinaris, who has been a Cocoa

Rotarian for the past decade and is a volunteer committee

member of Party in the Park. “She told me she was very

impressed with the way the organization is run, and the

impact it is having on the development of young people in

the community.”

Chinaris is with World Electronics & Consulting Inc.

in Cocoa.

In the last three years, the students connected with

Brevard County branches of the Boys & Girls Clubs (there

are small clubs in Melbourne and Mims) have achieved

high academic success because of the learning environ-

ment and the dedicated volunteers, according to the Boys

& Girls Clubs of Central Florida. The economic impact of

such clubs has proven to be for every $1 spent, $17.81 is

returned to the community.

“This is a nurturing environment,” said Cocoa Branch

volunteer John Burke, who has volunteered for more than

20 years at Boys and Girls Clubs around the nation.

“This is also a safe environment. Once the kids check–

in, they cannot leave the grounds without that same

person or a family member coming back to pick them up.

And that is extremely important. I was speaking to a

parent recently and she said one of the major pluses of the

Boys and Girls Clubs was that she could drop off her

daughter at the club and be assured that at 9 o’clock at

night her daughter was in a safe place when she was on

her way to pick her up.”

While there are Boys and Girls Clubs in North Brevard

and South Brevard, the middle part of the county did not

have any representation, until a few years ago when the

building was purchased on Dixon Boulevard.

“It was always the desire of many people in the Cocoa

area to have a branch here, and it became a reality with

community support,” said Bill McCarthy, Rotary Club of

Cocoa president and a former board member of the Boys

& Girls Clubs of Central Florida.

“The location is great and it has turned into a fabulous

venue for child development. The clubs in general do a

fantastic job providing leadership and mentorship. The

kids have a comfortable, safe environment to come to after

school.”

McCarthy is the president and chief executive officer of

Coastal Health Systems of Brevard in Rockledge.

The Cocoa Branch features a youth game room, teen

center, sound studio, technology laboratory, and more.

Outside, there is a colorful playground for the club

participants as well for the community. More than 115

children and teens have already taken advantage of the

Cocoa Branch, which is positioned to serve over 400

members annually, said Harvey.

The Boys & Girls Club of Central Florida serves nearly

13,000 young people at 30 clubs and middle–school sites

in Brevard, Orange, Osceola, and Seminole counties.

“With Denzel Washington as the national spokesper-

son for the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, this organiza-

tion is reaching new heights,” said Burke. “So many

different personalities have been a part of the Boys and

Girls Clubs, growing up in their communities, and there

are many success stories. We are building our own success

stories in Cocoa and in Brevard County with the Boys &

Girls Clubs of Central Florida.”

‘Music on a Sunday Afternoon’ set for library
The Cocoa Beach Public Library will host “Music on a Sunday Afternoon: The Sunshine Brass Quintet” at 2 p.m. on

Nov. 9 in the Community Room. The library is at 550 N. Brevard Ave. Part of the Melbourne Municipal Band, The

Sunshine Brass Quintet plays a wide variety of music that will keep “your toes tapping and your fingers snapping.” For

more information about this community event, call the library at 868–1104.

in celebration of the 
30th annual festival of trees

The Junior League of South Brevard, Inc.
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For inquires or sponsorship opportunities: gala@jlsb.net
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Friday, November 14
Two Thousand Fourteen
Foosaner Art Museum
Eau Gallie Arts District
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FOOSANER ART MUSEUM
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RUSH Construction Inc.
Continued from page 1

grandfather, and we are pleased to work alongside

them.”

Josh Norris is president of the company, which owns

Buick–GMC, Honda, and Ford stores in North Brevard.

The family’s roots in the retail automobile business go

back more than 50 years in Titusville.

“The recent opening of the new Ron Norris

dealerships signals the beginning of an exciting new

chapter for the entire Ron Norris family and staff,” said

Josh Norris.

He added, “We are happy and proud to continue our

family tradition of serving the residents of North

Brevard and the surrounding areas.”

A number of years ago, Ron Norris Inc. expanded its

portfolio of brands and purchased McCotter Ford,

another decades–old family business in Titusville. Ron

Norris Ford is at 3000 Cheney Highway.

New–car dealerships, a hub of commerce, are

sometimes overlooked as a driver of local economies.

They employed an average of 57 people and had an

average payroll of $3 million in 2013, up 3 percent over

the previous year, according to a new report by Na-

tional Automobile Dealers Association.

Total payroll for all new–car dealerships in the U.S.

was nearly $58 billion last year.

A rebounding U.S. economy and rising auto sales are

having a positive impact on the employment outlook at

franchised new–car dealerships around America.

Employment at these businesses topped a little more

than 1 million people last year after falling during the

recession in 2009. It was the first time new–car

dealerships reached the 1 million employment mile-

stone in the last five years. New–car dealership

employment ranks are up 3.4 percent from 2013.

Business operators like Ron Norris Inc. are better

positioning themselves for 2015 and beyond with new

facility investments, which are playing a role uplifting

this community as it bounces back from the deep

recession and from the space center work force

downsizing.

“These dealerships are a welcomed improvement

and integral part of our U.S. 1 corridor enhancement

efforts,” said Laura Canady, the economic development

director for the City of Titusville.

“We are excited to see Ron Norris Inc. serve our

community in these state–of–the art facilities now and

for many years to come. We are also pleased to be able

to provide some permit reimbursement as part of the

city’s economic–development program.”

Ron Norris Inc. made a decision to stay in the

downtown area of Titusville, as opposed to building the

stores at another location.

The company has been a cornerstone of this business

community. This past September, Ron Norris Buick–

GMC partnered with the Titusville Terriers Youth

Football program.

The dealership joined forces with the national

Buick–GMC Youth Football program to provide new

equipment and a monetary contribution.

Ron Norris Buick–GMC provided the Terriers with

football kits, which included equipment bags, footballs,

is equipped with its own full–service sales, parts, and

vehicle–service departments.

The stores showcase the latest building designs of

the Buick–GMC and Honda brands.

“For Honda,” said Jicha, “this is the ‘Generation 3,’

the very latest model. The Ron Norris Honda dealership

is one of the newest in Central Florida. It’s pretty cool

to be part of this. It has been a great experience for me.

I’ve grown professionally from this project.”

Each dealer, Honda and GM, has its own specific

architect that represents its brand, he said. “There was

a lot of influence from the architects that represent the

company’s respective brands with our design and

construction teams to make sure standards were met.

We worked very closely with them.”

Jicha has worked for RUSH Construction for seven

years. He spent two years as an intern at the business.

He’s in the process of getting his general contactor’s

license and is studying for his MBA degree at UCF.

Recently, Jicha earned his Professional Engineer

designation in civil engineering through the Florida

Board of Professional Engineers. He is a licensed PE in

the state of Florida.

To become a PE, engineers must complete a four–

year college degree, pass two intensive competency

examinations, earn a license from their state’s licensure

board, and meet other requirements.

Then, to retain their licenses, PEs must continually

maintain and improve their skills throughout their

careers. “It was something I wanted to achieve after

graduating from UCF,” said Jicha.

Jicha is the first licensed PE at RUSH Construction

and the fifth team member at the firm to become a

LEED Accredited Professional. Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design accreditation is offered

through the U.S. Green Building Council.

“Bobby is an invaluable part of the RUSH team. He’s

a fast–rising star at our company,” said Polly Parlotto,

the executive assistant/marketing coordinator for the

30–year–old employee–owned firm.

RUSH Construction has worked with a wide range of

clients, including NASA, the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers, Parrish Medical Center, Health

First, Barn Light Electric, and the American Police Hall

of Fame.

The Ron Norris dealerships widen the company’s

portfolio of commercial construction projects.

As a Titusville resident, Jicha says he drives past

the two new dealerships “seven days a week. It’s nice to

be able to see the work your company is doing in a

community. We take a lot of pride in the work we do.”

“wrist coaches,” field goal and kick–off tees, helmet–

sticker decals, cheer sports packs, and water bottles.

The early design planning for the dealership project

began in 2012, said Jicha. “We had to figure out a way

to situate both dealerships on the 5.5–acre site while

keeping Mr. Norris’ operations fully functioning. It was

quite an extensive phasing plan.”

RUSH Construction had originally hoped to build

the two dealerships one at a time, “but we changed

plans around the middle of last year and worked to get

both stores going at the same time. We started con-

struction in September of last year,” he said.

When the project is fully completed in mid–Decem-

ber, the entire site will have been revitalized with new

parking, landscaping, storm–water collection systems,

and underground utilities.

RUSH was able to create an “elaborate” phasing

plan for the project that allowed the existing facility to

remain open for business during construction of the

new dealerships, said Jicha.

“We had quite a team of people working this project,”

he said. “It was all about team work and communicat-

ing with the team members.”

The start of the third and final phase of the project

began with the recent demolition of the original Ron

Norris dealership, which has been an icon in the North

Brevard community since the early 1960s.

William Chivers, the president of RUSH Construc-

tion in Titusville, said the final phase of the Ron Norris

project “marks a significant milestone as it includes the

demolition of the original structure that has stood for

decades. It is truly an ‘out with the old and in with the

new’ type of event.”

The original building sat between the new Buick–

GMC and Honda dealerships. The demolition “signified

a new chapter taking place for the Norris family and

the U.S. 1 corridor through the City of Titusville,” said

Chivers.

“RUSH Construction is extremely proud to have

been involved in this project from its inception and to

have been entrusted to design and construct such

beautiful buildings,” he added.

The acreage where the building was demolished will

be used for vehicle display and customer parking.

“There will be a landscaped island in the middle to

separate the boundaries of the two dealerships,” said

Jicha.

Each dealership features designated customer

lounges, business centers, and children’s play areas, as

well as high–end finishes in the showroom and cus-

tomer areas of the facilities. Additionally, each building

The start of the third and final phase of the project began with the recent

demolition of the original Ron Norris dealership, which has been an icon

in the North Brevard community since the early 1960s.
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