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Stephen Miley, of Avalon Hydroponic Farms, is opening a U–pick strawberry farm on 3 acres in West Melbourne. His outdoor business uses
a vertical hydroponic growing system. The strawberry plants are grown in Hydro–Stackers, a patented system, not dirt. Business partner Sherrill
Spaccio manages the farm, which caters to individuals and families. Dr. Miley, a longtime emergency medicine physician, has plans for
expansion beyond strawberries and, perhaps, into other areas of the county.
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Please see Avalon Hydroponic Farms, page 19

Avalon Hydroponic taps market with pick your own strawberries
By Ken Datzman

The state of the organic food industry is

thriving like never before. And experts in the

field say the farm of the future will grow plants

vertically and hydroponically, shifting away

from the traditional soil–based method of

agriculture.

The organic industry has grown by leaps and

bounds in the past two decades, as consumers

are increasingly becoming more health con-

scious, are living longer, and are wiser shoppers

in the grocery isles.

Over the last five years, national retailers

such as “Whole Foods” and “Fresh Market” have

opened stores at a fast pace around the nation

to meet consumer demand.

Once, only a small slice in the big food sector,

organic sales in the U.S. set a record of more

than $35 billion in 2013, according to the

Organic Trade Association in Baltimore.

And more than 80 percent of families in the

U.S. now sometimes buy organic products.

Hydroponic crop farming is an expanding niche

within the organic food–production industry.

Growth seems to be on the horizon for these

small farms as Americans consume more

vegetables and fruits to meet dietary standards.

And more consumers are looking to purchase

locally grown, pesticide–free products.

“People want healthy food,” said Stephen

Miley, of Avalon Hydroponic Farms, which uses

a vertical Hydro–Stacker system to grow its

fruits and vegetables outdoors.

“They want to know where the food they are

eating is grown, and how it’s grown. What

makes hydroponic farming healthier is that we

do not use any insecticides. We use all organics

for pest management. The fruits and vegetables

are nutrient–dense.”

The 2012 drought in the continental U.S.

harmed the agricultural industry across the

board, presenting an opportunity for hydroponic

crop farmers to grow their businesses. Conse-

quently, industry revenue jumped 8 percent

because of this new demand, says a report by

IBISWorld.

In highly populated areas where skyrocket-

ing land prices have driven out traditional

agriculture, hydroponics can provide locally

grown, high–value specialty crops such as fresh
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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Space Coast Credit Union joins the more than 50 financial
institutions that have selected the DNA processing platform

BROOKFIELD, Wis. — Fiserv Inc., a leading global provider of financial services

technology solutions, recently announced that $3.2 billion Space Coast Credit Union

(SCCU), based in Melbourne, will implement the DNA account–processing platform along

with a host of integrated Fiserv solutions.

More than 50 financial institutions have selected DNA technology since Fiserv

acquired Open Solutions on Jan. 14, 2013.

SCCU joins a growing list of progressive financial institutions, ranging in assets from

$81 million to $14.7 billion, which have selected the DNA platform in the last 23 months.

The credit union selected DNA for its modern, standards–based technology and flexible

architecture that will provide an improved member experience, as well as for the proven

leadership offered by Fiserv.

“The technology, scalability and open architecture of DNA provides a flexible founda-

tion that will support our future growth,” said Doug Samuels, the president and chief

executive officer of SCCU.

“Our new Fiserv platform will provide for us the opportunity to literally transform our

work processes and significantly improve the experiences we create for our members. As a

longtime Fiserv client, we trust that DNA will enable us to operate more efficiently and

deliver a superior real–time, digital experience for our members.”

Recognized by leading analysts for its technology, user experience and breadth of

functionality, DNA from Fiserv is the “first open, person–centric core–processing platform

built for collaboration.” It will provide SCCU with 24/7 real–time processing and “a 360–

degree view of members for exceptional service and deeper, more relevant relationships.”

DNA integrates with dozens of leading Fiserv solutions, including several that SCCU

will implement. SCCU can customize and extend its DNA platform further with

seamlessly integrated, core applications called DNAapps that it can develop using the

DNAcreator toolkit or download from the DNAappstore online marketplace.

“Space Coast Credit Union clearly understands the powerful value proposition Fiserv

offers with our innovative and extensible DNA platform, our industry leading surround

solutions and our commitment to helping clients achieve best–in–class results,” said Steve

Cameron, president of the Open Solutions Division for Fiserv. “We are honored to have

SCCU and more than 50 other financial institutions select DNA from Fiserv, and we’re

proud of the strong momentum DNA continues to enjoy with banks and credit unions

across North America.”

Fiserv is the U.S. market leader in account–processing services for financial institu-

tions, said Cameron. More than one third of U.S. financial institutions rely on Fiserv for

account–processing solutions and expertise, including more than 2,000 credit union core–

processing clients.

SCCU serves more than 290,000 members through a network of 58 branches and over

100 ATMs located throughout Florida and through its website, SCCU.com. The credit

union is open for membership to anyone who lives or works in the 14 Florida counties it

serves. Locations can be found at SCCU.com/locations.

Brevard County Parks and Recreation offers Winter Day Camps
Brevard County Parks and Recreation is offering Winter Day Camps for children in

first through eighth grade from Dec. 22 through Jan. 5. The camps meet from 7 a.m. to

6 p.m., Monday through Friday.

There will be no camp on these days: Dec. 24, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

Week one will include Dec. 22, 23 and 26. Week two will include Dec. 29, 30, 31 and

Jan. 2. Week three is Jan. 5. You may register for these camps at Sandrift Community

Center, 585 N. Singleton Ave. in Titusville, or Walter Butler Community Center, 4201

N. Cocoa Blvd. (U.S. Highway 1) in Cocoa.

The weekly fee is $90 per child, with reductions for additional children in the same

family. A daily rate of $30 is available when the child is attending three or fewer days

during the week. The late pickup fee (15 minutes after conclusion of program) is $25 per

child/per time. Fees are due at the time of registration or on the first day a child attends.

Each camp requires a minimum of 12 participants.

Additional information on these activities can be obtained by calling Jann Faiga

(Sandrift) at 264–5037 or by sending an e–mail to Jann.Faiga@BrevardParks.com, or

Clifford Lett (Walter Butler ) at 433–4448 or Clifford.Lett@BrevardParks.com.
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everyone around her, including employees, strangers, and

even the criminals she was famous for driving to confess.

Though many scenarios called her sincerity into question,

and often her gratitude was met with a significant eye roll

from those around her, I loved this aspect of her character

because it vividly showed the power of saying thanks.

Brenda packed apology, intimidation, and a firm

change of topic into every drawn–out “thank yoooou,”

leaving those around her speechless, for there is no

established negative retort to an expression of apprecia-

tion, sincere or not.

Complicated thank–yous are everywhere. In the past

couple of decades, a secular cult of gratitude has emerged

around us. During her high–profile years, Oprah Winfrey

wove together tenets of pop psychology and world religions

to present gratitude as a path to a centered and positive

life, encouraging viewers and readers to focus on blessings

over challenges.

A contemporary offshoot is the frequent social–media

trend in which friends ask each other to post things for

which they are grateful. Taggees then share appreciation

for beautiful sunsets, great families, good health, and

steady jobs, occasionally teetering on the brink of publicly

sanctioned bragging.

But despite the cynicism that may come through in

these observations, I believe that gratitude is incredibly

powerful and important for a variety of reasons.

Gratitude helps us keep things in perspective. Even the

most seasoned pessimist can think of ways in which most

situations could be worse. Feeling and expressing grati-

tude for the positive things around us can shift our focus

from what’s working against us to what’s working for us,

and, in my opinion, a positive attitude can materially

impact the outcome of many situations.

Sincerely accepting gratitude connects us with other

people. Many of us are better at thanking others and even

doing things for others than we are at receiving thanks. I’m

thinking not of the ritualistic thanks we receive in daily life

but of those moments when we have had a real impact.

Engaging with another person and openly accepting their

acknowledgment that something we have done for them

Saying thanks isn’t always a simple thing, but gratitude is incredibly powerful
Melody Bowdon
UCF Forum columnist

In this season of Thanksgiving, people all over the

country just gathered around tables with loved ones to

express thanks for time together, getting through another

year, and green–bean casserole.

Of course the holiday is rife with baggage (literal and

figurative), and many people will boycott it entirely or will

visibly or invisibly limit their participation, whether

because of the problematic history of the events it repre-

sents, because of their own personal associations with the

holiday, or because of work schedules, travel limitations, or

distance from friends and family. Whatever we were doing,

most of us had thanks on the brain for at least a few

minutes this past week, and that’s a good thing. But

gratitude can be a sticky wicket.

In the long–running TV cop series “The Closer,” Kyra

Sedgwick’s title character, Brenda Leigh Johnson, was

constantly saying “thank you” in a deep Southern drawl to

has shaped their life in a positive way can be a humbling

experience. It sometimes requires us to accept praise for

something that we did because we knew it was the right

thing to do. It sometimes causes us to reflect on what more

we could have done. But it almost always requires us to

see ourselves and our actions, momentarily, through the

eyes of another, which can be an intimidating but gratify-

ing act.

Expressing gratitude also helps us to feel it.

In preparation for writing this column, I crowdsourced

what I called “compulsory gratitude” with my social–media

friends. I asked the value of, for example, requiring

children to write thank–you notes for gifts. While a couple

of friends expressed concern about the idea of forcing

children to lie about their feelings, most suggested that

gratitude is a process that requires practice. One friend

suggested that expressing thanks is a critical element of

being part of a community and compared requiring

students to learn the practice to what she called “compul-

sory clothing in public.”

A cousin who works in social services pointed out that

there are developmental reasons to require children to

engage in rituals of gratitude. Faculty colleagues noted the

positive experiences they’ve had with asking students to

write thank–you notes to guest speakers, suggesting that

people enjoy the opportunity to express appreciation even

in those contexts when they might not have thought of it

on their own, and that everyone appreciates receiving a

handwritten thank–you.

Friends cited theorists and religious figures to suggest

the same basic concept: The experience of gratitude is

learned through practice and socialization.

And it’s good for you — like your green–bean casserole.

ABWA Oceanside Charter Chapter offers $2,000 scholarship through Bufton Fund
The Oceanside Charter Chapter of the American Business Women’s Association is funding a $2,000 scholarship

through the Stephen Bufton Memorial Educational Fund, or SBMEF. Applicants must be female students who will be

attending accredited U.S. colleges, universities, or community/vocational schools. Applicants must be citizens of the U.S.

and residents of Brevard County, and attending college in August 2015 with a grade–point average of 3.0 or higher .

Eligible women interested in applying for the scholarship must contact Anita Carbone, the scholarship chairwoman

for the Oceanside Charter Chapter, at acarbone@cfl.rr.com. Trustees of SBMEF serve as the selection board for this

scholarship. Applications must be completed online by March 31 at www.sbmef.org. A minimum of three eligible

applications must be made to make the award. The winner will be notified in May.

SBMEF, ABWA’s national educational fund, is one of the “most highly respected grant and scholarship funds in the

country.” For more than 60 years, the ABWA has helped women achieve their business and professional success through

educational scholarship. Since its inception, over 16,000 women nationwide have been awarded more than $17 million in

scholarships.

Library to host ‘Holiday Harp Music’ program
The Franklin T. DeGroodt Memorial Library, 6475 Minton Road, SW, in Palm Bay will present “Holiday Harp Music”

at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 21. Petra Trevino will delight the audience with the soothing sound of harp music. The program

is free of charge and open to the public. For more information about this community event, call the library at 952–6317.

Melody Bowdon is executive director of
UCF’s Karen L. Smith Faculty Center for
Teaching and Learning and is a
professor of writing and rhetoric. She
can be reached at Melody@UCF.edu.
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Palm Bay Police Chief Doug Muldoon to retire in January,
served the department for 38 years, named chief in 2011

Palm Bay Police Chief Doug Muldoon has announced his retirement from the

department, effect Jan. 23. He has served the citizens of Palm Bay for more than

38 years and was appointed chief in April 2011.

Muldoon began his career in Palm Bay in August 1976, working in all sections of the

agency and has served on the senior staff since 1983. He has a bachelor’s degree in

public administration from the University of Central Florida. He is also a graduate of

the 153rd Session of the FBI National Academy Associates and subsequently served as

the FBINAA Florida chapter president in 1998.

In July 2005 Muldoon was elected to the Executive National Board of Directors for

this international association. He is also a graduate of the FBI Law Enforcement

Executive Development Seminar (52nd Session), FDLE Executive Institute Senior

Leadership Program, the Certified Public Manager Program and Leadership Brevard.

Before becoming chief he was assigned as the commander of the Uniformed Services

Division, which encompasses all of road patrol, code enforcement, specialty units and the

communications center.

In a statement to the department, Muldoon wrote, “I must tell you that each of you

have contributed to making this agency one of the finest, not only in Florida but the

United States. Your dedication to the police department, city and the community as a

whole cannot be recognized enough. The partnerships that we have built will continue

long into the future and make each of you and this agency a better place.”

Muldoon highlighted noteworthy events during his tenure with the agency, including

the April 23, 1987, mass shooting where two Palm Bay Police officers were killed along

with four citizens. More than a dozen other citizens were also wounded that day. The

chief noted the hurricanes of 2004, the Mother’s Day fires in 2008 and Tropical Storm

Fay as being events that tested the agency’s resolve and made it stronger.

He went on to say, “We have also led law enforcement in many of our innovations.

We were one of the first agencies in the United States to start the transition to 9 mm

handguns in 1987; TASERS were issued to all patrol officers, which was not the norm;

we tested UAV/drones in 2006; started the first local DNA data base and subsequently

the RapidHit 200 machine, SOAR and recently Tac–Tel Medicine for SWAT.”

His statement continues: “We are the fourth safest city (with a population more than

100,000) in Florida with a huge drop in our Uniform Crime Report crime stats, all due to

you and your efforts! In noting my pride in our agency I want to inform you that I will be

retiring Jan. 23, 2015. This was not an easy decision; however, the time has come for me

to move on and now watch all of you continue to grow. Leaving our family here in Palm

Bay is the hardest part of my retiring after having worked over 38 years in this agency.

Once again, I thank you for all you do. It has truly been an honor working with each of

you serving as your chief for the last four years.”

Muldoon led the department through one of the most significant personnel turnover

rates in the city’s history resulting from retirements. The agency is still in the midst of

transitioning to the next generation of law– enforcement officers. With more retirements

expected in the next five years, recruitment efforts have escalated in search of the

“highest quality candidates” to fill the high number of expected vacancies.

“Through Chief Muldoon’s leadership, the agency has built exceptional relationships

and achievement in law enforcement,” said Palm Bay City Manager Sue Hann. “As a

result, Palm Bay is ranked as one of the safest large cities in the state of Florida. Chief

Muldoon leaves the agency well–positioned for continued excellence in service to the

citizens and businesses of Palm Bay.”

Santa to make calls to youngsters in Central Brevard
Brevard County Central Area Parks and Recreation has made special arrangements

for Santa to telephone your child from his headquarters at the North Pole to wish him or

her a “very Merry Christmas.” The calls will be made on Wednesday, Dec. 17, and

Thursday, Dec. 18, between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. There is no charge for this

service. Santa will place the call. North Pole operators will not accept calls from your

children. Request forms are available at www.brevardcounty.us/ParksRecreation/

Central under “forms and documents” or you may visit the Central Area Parks Opera-

tions office at 840 Forrest Ave. in Cocoa, or any of the community centers in Cocoa,

Rockledge and Merritt Island. For more information about this program, contact Rhonda

McConnell at 633–1874.
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Special Wines
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Available

MEATS • SEAFOOD • PRODUCE • WINE & BEER • CATERING
Gift s, Accessories, Fresh Baked Items, Greeting Cards, Dried Nuts & Fruits

December 11th, 12th & 13th
Thurs., Fri., Sat. 11:30am until 5:30pm

Just $10.00 at the Door 
Buys you a wine glass to taste over 150 

di� erent wines, champagnes and beers!

Great values on wine.
NUMEROUS DOOR PRIZES!

7856 Ellis Road • Melbourne
321.308.0275 • downtownproduce.com
Mon-Fri 9am-6:30pm
Sat. 9am-6pm • Sun. 10am-4pm

downtownproduce.com
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Regions Bank has been

recognized by J.D. Power as the highest–ranked bank in

the South for customer satisfaction in small–business

banking.

Regions earned the ranking as part of J.D. Power’s 2014

“Small Business Banking Satisfaction Study.” The annual

study measures how satisfied small businesses are with a

variety of services they receive from their bank.

“Small businesses are vital to the strength of our

communities and our economy,” said Grayson Hall,

chairman, president and chief executive officer of Regions

Financial Corp. “Each small business faces its own unique

challenges and opportunities. At Regions, our associates

focus on providing financial services and solutions

designed to help small businesses succeed and grow.”

To develop its overall satisfaction rankings, J.D. Power

analyzed responses from thousands of small–business

owners or their financial decision–makers. Financial

institutions were ranked based on a variety of factors such

as product offerings, problem resolution, and more.

The J.D. Power ranking is the latest recognition of

Regions’ continuing efforts to deliver an “exceptional

customer experience.” Earlier this year, Regions was the

highest–ranked bank in the 2014 “Temkin Experience

Ratings” compiled by customer experience research and

the consulting firm Temkin Group. Temkin asked indi-

vidual the customers to rate their experience with various

companies across 19 industries. Regions was listed as the

top bank in the national survey and was among the

highest–rated companies across all industries represented

in the study.

Regions also received six National Greenwich Excel-

lence Awards in Middle Market Banking. Regions was

among winners for Overall Satisfaction, Likelihood to

Recommend, Relationship Manager Capability, Online

Services, Treasury Management–Overall Satisfaction, and

Treasury Management–Customer Service.

Regions earns top ranking from J.D. Power study for Small Business Banking Satisfaction in South

Lightle Beckner Robison negotiates leases at Lake Washington Square
Jeffery Robison, of area firm Lightle Beckner Robison Inc., has negotiated leases for two tenants at Lake Washington

Square Shopping Center in Melbourne. Tropical Smoothie leased roughly 1,300 square feet and The Egg and I leased

3,660 square feet. Anchored by LA Fitness, the retail shopping center boasts recent renovations and convenient access

from both Wickham Road and Lake Washington Road. Lightle Beckner Robison is a full–service commercial real–estate

firm. It specializes in office, retail, industrial, investment properties and asset/property management. The firm serves

Brevard County and the entire states of Florida and Georgia. For additional information about the company, visit

www.TeamLBR.com.
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Cancer Care Center
pick up BBN
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FULL COLORFrom left: Giuseppe Palermo, M.D., Rahul Chopra, M.D., David L. Ross, M.D., Carl Tahn, M.D., 
Fe VSJ Pancito, M.D., Ravi Shankar, M.D., Diely Pichardo, M.D., Germaine Blaine, M.D., 

Gregory B. Hoang, M.D., Craig Badolato, M.D., Todd V. Panarese, M.D., and V. Pavan Kancharla, M.D.

CancerCareBrevard.com • 321-952-0898

OPEN MORE DOORS
Degree programs available in the fields of: 

Business • Legal Studies • Technology
Health Care • Psychology • Culinary Arts

888.960.5760
KeiserUniversity.edu

Degree programs available in the fields of:

Business • Legal Studies • Technology
Health Care • Psychology • Culinary Artts

888.960.5760
KeiserUniversity.eddu

Degree programs and delivery format vary by campus

  
UNIVERSITY
KEISER

Associate  I  Bachelor’s I  Master’s    Doctoral I         Residential     Commercial321-779-9797
www.MilitanoConstruction.com



DECEMBER 15, 2014Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 8

Health First
pick up BBN

12/08/14
page 6

FULL COLOR

The only thing you might know about health insurance,  
is that you need it. 

Health First Individual provides high quality health insurance for 
individuals and families with access to more than 1,100 providers.

All Plans Include: 
 Gym Membership
 Easy Payment Options
 Simple Enrollment Process
 Expert Advisors Here to Help You

Please call us Monday – Friday, 9 am to 6 pm at 877.904.4914 or contact 
your insurance agent to discuss what options are right for you. 

www.HFindividual.org

 Plans for Every Budget

 Simple Enrollment 
Process

 Gym Membership 
Included

 Easy Payment 
Options

 Expert Advisors 
Here to Help You

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES

Health First Health Plans & Insurance does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, or health status in the administration of the plan, including enrollment and benefit determinations.
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The Bristol–Hansen Charitable Foundation has

awarded a $3,000 grant to the Friends of the Children’s

Advocacy Center of Brevard (CACB). The funds will be

used to purchase new computers for the CACB’s Clinical

Intervention Program and the new Victim Advocate

Position. The Friends of the CACB is a nonprofit organiza-

tion established to increase awareness of the issues of child

abuse and neglect and to raise funds for the CACB.

The Bristol–Hansen Foundation has been a supporter

of the programs and services of the CACB for many years.

In fact, the Bristol–Hansen Foundation originally funded

the purchase of the data–management system for elec-

tronic recordkeeping of client records and program data for

management in its Clinical Intervention Program.

The CACB’s Clinical Intervention Program is unique in

Brevard, offering individualized counseling to child victims

of abuse and members of their family who are non–

offending. The counseling is free of charge.

Its master’s–level counselors have years of experience,

are on–site and available to provide immediate interven-

tion in the form of crisis–counseling services, and ongoing

specialized trauma–focused counseling that the victims of

abuse so often need. Last fiscal year, the program counse-

lors conducted more than 1,000 counseling sessions with

clients that included child victims, at–risk siblings, and

non–offending caregivers.

“The generosity of former teachers Grace Bristol and

Gladys Hansen lives on through this foundation,” said

Charles Biehl, director of the CACB.

“We are also very grateful to Mr. Hugh Normile, the

trustee and executer of the Bristol–Hansen Charitable

Foundation. We know how difficult it is to make funding

decisions given the needs of the entire community. The fact

that Mr. Normile and the Foundation’s Advisory Board

approved our grant request once again is appreciated more

than our words can ever express.”

Established in 1996, the CACB is a nonprofit organiza-

tion managed by Space Coast Health Foundation Inc.

CACB is a multi–agency collaboration of the Child

Protection Team, the Florida Department of Children and

Families, Brevard County Sheriff’s Office and municipal

law–enforcement agencies, the Office of the State Attorney,

and community mental health professionals.

For additional information about the Center, contact

Diane Scott at 241–6610, or visit www.CACBrevard.org.

Bristol–Hansen Charitable Foundation awards grant to Friends of Children’s Advocacy Center of Brevard

Brenner has 30 acres under contract
In the Dec. 8 issue of “BBN,” the Brenner Real Estate story on Page 10 said all 71 acres of land Brenner was market-

ing on North Wickam Road in Melbourne has been sold. Forty–one acres have been sold and the remaining 30 acres are

under contract.
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Please see Surfside Playhouse, page 15

Surfside Players in Cocoa Beach to showcase iconic ‘A Christmas Story’ —
directed by Knowles, narrated by Murphy; features talented cast of youngsters
By Ken Datzman

COCOA BEACH — The stage version of

the iconic 1983 comedy film “A Christmas

Story,” based on the short stories of Jean

Shepherd, is set to debut Dec. 12 at

Surfside Playhouse.

“Most of the stories reflect on

Shepherd’s life, and they are true,” said

Eva Knowles, who is directing this show for

Surfside Playhouse. Shepherd grew up in

Hammond, Ind.

Over the years, the film’s critical

reputation has grown significantly and is

considered by many critics to be one of the

best films of 1983. The adaptation of “A

Christmas Story” by Phillip Grecian is

Surfside Playhouse’s presentation for the

holiday season.

It’s 1938 and Christmas is coming in the

fictional Indiana town of Holman. All 9–

year–old Ralphie Parker wants from Santa

Claus is the legendary Red Ryder 200–shot

Carbine Action Range Model Air Rifle with

a compass and “this thing which tells

time,” in the stock.

Ralphie’s desire is refuted by his

mother, his teacher Miss Shields, and even

a department store Santa Claus, all giving

him the same warning: “You’ll shoot your

eye out!”

“This story is a holiday tradition for

most families,” said Knowles. “It’s the first

time we are doing ‘A Christmas Story.’ In

fact, it has been some time since we have

performed a Christmas show at Surfside

Playhouse. So we are ecstatic to be doing

this play.”

She added, “It’s a very detailed show.

There are these iconic things that everyone

will be looking for, and we’ve got to have

them in our production, and we will.”

This is Knowles’ first mainstage show at

Surfside Playhouse. She’s directing a

talented cast of more than 20 people,

including many children.

“I think Eva has done a tremendous job

with this play,” said Kirk Murphy, the

Surfside Playhouse narrator for “A

Christmas Story.” Knowles has Murphy, as

the narrator, interacting with the family.

“But the family never acknowledges me,”

he said.

Although Ralphie’s BB gun desire is the

main plot of the story, there are many

other significant points in “A Christmas

Story,” according to Wikipedia. For

instance, Ralphie’s father wins a “major

award” in a contest, but does not know

what it is until it is delivered to the Parker

home one night.

The prize is a lamp in the shape of a leg

wearing a fishnet stocking, resembling the

logo of the Nehi Beverage Co.

The main set for “A Christmas Story” is

the house. “One of the walls will actually

swing back and we will be able to roll in a

car for the changing–of–the–tire scene,”

said Murphy.

The youngster Kristen King is cast as

Flick, one of Ralphie’s two friends.

“She is going to have her hair up and a

hat on, so you won’t know she’s a little girl,”

said Murphy. “Kristen King is going to

steal the show. But the kids always do. The

kids are really good in this play. Zachariah

Meyers is another outstanding performer

(he plays Randy Parker). The show is filled

with all these talented youngsters.”

In addition to King and Meyers, “A

Christmas Story” stars Ethan Pacifico as

Ralphie Parker, Elijah Hardy as Schwartz,

Timothy Smithlin as Scut Farkus, Jesalyn

Stilla as Esther Jane, Tyler King as Helen,

Jeanine Henry as Mrs. Parker, Matthew

Hall as Mr. Parker, Sarah Roberts as Miss

Shields, and Peter Meyers as Santa Claus.

The show also features Athena

Ackerman, Catie–Cat Bennett, Tina

Coppock, Matthew Davis, Ethan Gunther,

Alexis King, Carlos Lynch, Garrett Palmer,

Tynan Pruett, Tiffany Reddick, Esign

Roberts, and Leon Smithlin.

“The film ends with Ralphie lying in bed

Eva Knowles, left, is directing the stage version of ‘A Christmas Story’ at Surfside Playhouse in Cocoa Beach. The show opens on Friday, Dec. 12. Matthew
Hall, middle, plays Mr. Parker. Kirk Murphy is the narrator. The 1983 film was recently selected for preservation in the National Film Registry by the Library
of Congress for being ‘culturally, historically, and aesthetically significant.’

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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See Children’s Home Society, page 17

Local division of Children’s Home Society of Florida forms Women’s Guild;
Maxine’s Salon and Spa set to host ‘Portraits of Possibilities’ kickoff event
By Ken Datzman

The Children’s Home Society of

Florida–Brevard Division, which delivers

a unique spectrum of social services

designed to protect children at risk of

abuse, neglect, or abandonment, has

launched a Women’s Guild.

Chaired by community advocate

Maria Seelman, the volunteer group is

hoping to raise awareness and rally

support for the private not–for–profit

organization that helps create brighter

futures for many children and families in

Brevard County each year.

“We are now in the process of forming

a Women’s Guild committee,” said

Nicholas Geinoskey, the director of

charitable giving at CHSF–Brevard, who

works closely with Teresa Miles, the local

executive director for CHSF.

“Essentially, the goal of the Women’s

Guild is to raise awareness and financial

support for our Transitional Living

Program, which is a physical home for

women over the age of 18. It provides

them with a safe, secure, and affordable

living environment while they are getting

on their feet in life.”

The complex has four apartments.

Women share the two–bedroom apart-

ments that include a kitchen and living/

dining area. The home is for young

women 18 to 23 years old who are

homeless or who have “aged out” of foster

care without a family. The program

includes case–management services.

“We are also able to connect them with

other community services, such as

mental–health counseling,” said

Geinoskey, adding, “In general, we help

them become self–sufficient and put them

in a better position to succeed in life.”

Transitional Living facilities such as

this play an important role in protecting

young people from ever suffering the

tragedies of abuse. Last year, 122 deaths

of children in Florida were caused by

abuse or neglect, according to a CHSF

report.

Though this represents a 6 percent

decrease in deaths attributed to abuse or

neglect over the prior year, “it is a grim

reminder that more work must be done to

prevent such tragedies.”

Women in Brevard who are interested

in joining the upstart Guild and making a

life–changing impact on young people as

volunteers are invited to attend the

scheduled luncheons at the Eau Gallie

Yacht Club in Indian Harbour Beach.

 The inaugural luncheon was hosted

Sept. 26. “The Women’s Guild just held

its second luncheon. The next one is set

for Jan. 23 at the Yacht Club,” said

Geinoskey. At each gathering, the women

pay $50 for lunch. The cost includes a

donation to CHSF–Brevard, which

supports the Transitional Living home.

For details about joining the Women’s

Maxine’s Salon & Spa in the Eau Gallie Arts District will host a wine–tasting Jan. 9 to kick off ticket sales for the Children’s Home Society’s annual ‘Portraits
of Possibilities’ fund–raiser. Susan Extein, left, is the president of Maxine’s. Maria Seelman is the founder and chairwoman of Portraits. She also chairs
the new CHSF–Brevard Women’s Guild, which meets at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club. Nicholas Geinoskey is director of charitalbe giving at CHSF–Brevard.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Guild, contact Christa Griffin, the local

CHSF resource development specialist, at

752–3170, extension 237, or e–mail

Christa.Griffin@CHSFL.org.

“The women who join the Guild will

have the opportunity to become involved

in a wide range of volunteer work with

CHSF–Brevard, including event plan-

ning,” he said.

Currently, the CHSF–Brevard is

preparing for its eighth annual “Portraits

of Possibilities” fund–raiser to be held on

Saturday, March 14, at the Eau Gallie

Civic Center in Melbourne. The founder

and the event chairwoman is Seelman.

Leading up to Portraits of Possibilities

is a kick–off wine–tasting social to be held

at 5 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 9, at Maxine’s

Salon & Spa in the Eau Gallie Arts

District of Melbourne.

Community–minded businesswoman

Susan Extein, the president of Maxine’s

Salon & Spa at 1586 Highland Ave., hosts

a number of such events throughout the
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UCF, Navy sign deal to benefit Central
Florida simulation and modeling industry;
widens learning opportunities for students

ORLANDO — The University of Central Florida and

the Naval Air Warfare Center Training Systems Division

signed an agreement that will give UCF students more

opportunities in the cutting–edge field of simulation and

modeling while providing a boost to the industry locally.

UCF President John Hitt and Capt. Wes Naylor,

commanding officer of the Naval Air Warfare Center,

signed the agreement during the Interservice/Industry

Training, Simulation and Education Conference– the

largest modeling and simulation for training event in the

world. The conference takes place each year at the Orange

County Convention Center drawing 14,000 to 15,000

attendees.

“We are proud to be long–time partners with the U.S.

Department of Defense,” Hitt said. “We know this industry

is essential to our nation’s defense and the growing

innovation economy of Central Florida and our Sunshine

State. This agreement we have formalized with the Naval

Air Warfare Center Training Systems Division in Orlando

opens broad new frontiers for research and innovations

that stand to bolster the missions of the Center and of

UCF.”

Among the benefits of the agreement: Employees from

both institutions will be able to share laboratories and

other facilities, scientists at both institutions should be

able to expand their collaborative work, and the agreement

opens the potential for more joint projects and other long–

term benefits to both parties, said Randall Shumaker,

director of UCF’s Institute for Simulation and Training.

IST has worked with the armed forces for years to help

develop training programs that train military personnel

and also help keep them safe in conflict zones.

The benefits for the Navy include the ability to help

prepare future scientists and engineers, get a non–military

perspective on projects, and collaborate with other

scientists specializing in simulation and training.

UCF students will also benefit from internships and the

community will benefit as the two institutions explore

ways to enhance research by jointly pursuing funding for

projects of significance and impact. Other new initiatives

are likely to follow as the partnership grows and matures

over three years.

“The Naval Air Warfare Center has been in the Central

Florida Research Park for over 25 years and our next–door

neighbor, the University of Central Florida, has been a

fantastic informal partner up to this point of time,” Naylor

said. “Today we formalized an over 25–year collaboration

between the Navy and the University of Central Florida to

help develop technologies that will train our sailors,

Marines, soldiers and airmen in better ways so that they

can go out and do the business of the nation, so that they

can return safely home to their families.”

UCF has a similar partnership with the U.S. Army.

Central Florida is unique because it is home to the

procurement commands for the U.S. Army, Navy, Air

Force, Marines and Coast Guard, commonly referred to as

“Team Orlando.” More than $4 billion worth of contracts go

through the commands here each year, according to the

Metro Orlando Economic Development Commission.
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Nonprofit CASIS announces grants for
materials science flight–research project
investigations; awards include Florida firm

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — The Center for the

Advancement of Science in Space (CASIS) has announced

grant awards for three projects focused on materials

science from the International Space Station (ISS), totaling

roughly $800,000 in funding.

These awards stem from the CASIS request–for–

proposals “Materials Science in Space.” CASIS is the

nonprofit organization managing research onboard the ISS

U.S. National Laboratory.

The purpose of this request for proposal was to seek

flight–research investigations that develop new or improve

existing materials that will have direct terrestrial benefit.

The awardees include:

l Alexei Churilov (Radiation Monitoring Devices Inc.)

from Watertown, Ma., who will conduct a series of

experiments on the ISS to grow scintillator crystals.

Scintillators excite when exposed to certain types of

radiation. They can be used in detectors, primarily for

homeland security applications.

l Hulya Demiryont (Eclipse Energy Systems Inc.) from

St. Petersburg, Fla., who will examine how variable

emissivity devices (VEDs) interact with the punishing

environment of space. VEDs could be used on Earth in

energy–saving smart–roofing technology that will switch

from blocking heat in the summer months to passing heat

in the winter months in order to reduce heating and

cooling costs.

l Aleksandar Ostrogorsky (Illinois Institute of Technol-

ogy) from Chicago, who will synthesize new types of

semiconductor crystals on the ISS. The experiment will

show this material can positively compare with other

semiconductor materials, in that it is non–toxic, and can be

grown at a much faster rate.

“Materials science continues to be a major point of

emphasis for utilization of the U.S. National Laboratory,”

said CASIS Director of Portfolio Management Warren

Bates. “CASIS is excited to announce three innovative

projects resulting from our latest materials science

solicitation, and we look forward to these concepts reaching

the space station with the ultimate goal of benefitting life

on Earth.”

The final award of grant money is contingent upon the

acceptance of legal terms and conditions between recipi-

ents and CASIS. For additional information about CASIS

opportunities, including instructions on submitting a

proposal, continue to check the CASIS solicitations site at

www.ISS–CASIS.org/Solicitations.

Prudential Sterling earns corporate award
Prudential Sterling Properties has been honored with

the Prudential Corporate Award for outstanding perfor-

mance during the third quarter of 2014. Barbara Wall and

Nancy Taylor are the broker–owners of Prudential Sterling

Properties, headquartered in Indian Harbour Beach with

an office in Vero Beach. Prudential Sterling Properties

placed second for “Top 3 Offices” with a minimum of 41

sales professionals and a maximum of 75 sales profession-

als in the U.S. South Region for Residential Units.
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The Haven Guild, an all–volunteer organization that

supports The Haven for Children, recently presented

Executive Director Kim Straehla a check for $135,000

and reported a significant growth in volunteers over the

last year.

“These monies were raised from the brisk sales at

The Lamb Shoppe and from ‘The Havenly Affair,’ our

annual fall fund–raiser,” said Guild President Susan

Hammerling.

The Lamb Shoppe is an all–volunteer run thrift store

on South Patrick Drive in Indian Harbour Beach. The

store expanded this summer, adding a furniture cottage

and longer hours, which resulted in record sales this fall.

The thrift–store items are inexpensive, often as little

as 50 cents, but their totals have added up to more than

“$10,000 each of the last four months.” All monies, less

rent, utilities and supplies, are donated to The Haven.

The 2014 Havenly Affair, “Concours del Sol,” was an

“affair to remember.” More than 300 guests enjoyed a

picture–perfect afternoon strolling along a collection of

24 fine automobiles elegantly displayed at the historic

Hacienda del Sol estate on Merritt Island. The event

raised a net total of more than $77,000 for The Haven

for Children.

The Guild also reported that its “Chef du Jour”

program, which organizes volunteers to provide a home–

cooked meal to the children at each of its three homes,

has had “100 percent of days covered” this fall as it

heads into the holiday season.

“We estimate this program saves The Haven at least

$55,000 annually, and has a significant impact on the

children personally,” said Straehla.

The Chef du Jour coordinators have been busy

recruiting new volunteers and businesses to join this

service. The Guild has welcomed 65 new members over

the last year, who work closely with the more than 300

existing members to help serve the children at the

homes.

Straehla said she was “overwhelmed” with the

outpouring of support this past year. “I am often asked,

‘What is your secret?’ Why is it that children who seem

unmanageable in the traditional foster system can come

to The Haven and thrive? The answer I give them is

simple: ‘We have a small army that helps us care for

these children.’ We are so grateful to all of the wonderful

volunteers who work year–round to support The Haven,

to the many individuals and business who financially

support us, as well as generous donors and loyal

customers of The Lamb Shoppe.”

Funds raised by The Haven Guild help support the

budget of The Haven and provide therapeutic services,

experiences and essentials “above and beyond” what the

state provides for the 31 foster children who come to The

Haven because they have been removed from their

homes due to abuse, neglect or abandonment.

To volunteer, donate or learn more about the

organization, visit www.TheHavenForChildren.com.

The Haven for Children has much to be thankful for as retail sales rise at thrift store; ‘Havenly Affair’ a success
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Surfside Playhouse
Continued from page 10

on Christmas night with his gun by his side. A voiceover by

an adult Ralphie states that this was the best present he

had ever received or would ever receive.”

Murphy, who teaches humanities and college–level

history classes at West Shore Junior–Senior High School

in Melbourne, was the narrator for this show when it was

presented at the Melbourne Civic Theatre. So he audi-

tioned at Surfside for the role of narrator and got it. “I love

this role. It’s fantastic.”

In 2012, the film was selected for preservation in the

National Film Registry by the Library of Congress for

being “culturally, historically, and aesthetically signifi-

cant.”

The film has become a holiday classic and is typically

shown numerous times during the Christmas season on

“TBS,” often in a 24–hour marathon on Christmas Eve.

“A Christmas Story” opens Dec. 12 at Surfside Play-

house and closes Dec. 21. “We will only run for two

weekends. Our shows are scheduled for 8 p.m. on Fridays

and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. on Sundays,” said Knowles, who

is the Surfside Youth Players’ program director.

Tickets for “A Christmas Story” are sold at

SurfsidePlayers.com or call the box office at 783–3127. The

website also lists the community theater’s schedule of

plays for the rest of the season.

Ralphie’s neighborhood, where the movie was filmed, is

getting a facelift. A Christmas Story House Foundation is

currently working to restore the Tremont neighborhood

surrounding A Christmas Story House & Museum in

Cleveland, Ohio. “They’ve turned the house from the movie

into a museum,” said Murphy.

Director Bob Clark reportedly sent location scouts to 20

cities before selecting Cleveland as the principal site for

filming. Higbee’s department store in downtown Cleveland

was the stage for three scenes in the film.

A Christmas Story House Neighborhood Restoration

Project is a program managed by A Christmas Story House

Foundation, a nonprofit entity established to restore and

maintain the neighborhood surrounding A Christmas

Story House & Museum for future generations to experi-

ence and enjoy.

On another note, the museum recently unveiled a

memorial bench in honor of Clark. On April 4, 2007, Clark

died along with his son, Ariel, in a head–on crash in Los

Angeles after the driver of the other vehicle steered into

the wrong lane.

Each year, A Christmas Story House & Museum

welcomes more than 50,000 visitors from all over the world

who together share how much “A Christmas Story” means

to them.

“It’s incredible how this story lives on and on, and its

popularity only seems to grow each Christmas season,”

said Knowles.

Troop 300 selling Christmas trees, wreaths at United Methodist Church in Melbourne
Local Boy Scout Troop 300’s annual Christmas tree and wreath fund–raiser is underway. The troop’s lot is located at

the Emmanuel United Methodist Church, 2800 W. Eau Gallie Blvd. in Melbourne.

“Roughly 650 top quality Frasier Fir trees have been picked up by the troop from a family tree farm in North

Carolina,” said Linda Johnson, this year’s volunteer organizer. “The trees are cut down only two days before we pick

them up, so our trees are the freshest in Brevard County. Our scouts are always eager to help the customers pick out a

wreath or find the right tree.”

Many customers say they choose their trees from Troop 300 every year. “I would rather give my money to the Scouts

than a Home Depot or any for–profit business,” said Bill Gallucci. “I’ve always been happy with the quality of trees

here.” Tree prices range from $30 to $115, depending on the size. The 25–inch diameter wreaths cost $20 and include a

wreath hanger and bow.

Selling Christmas trees has been a tradition for Troop 300 for more than 20 years. Proceeds from the troop’s annua l

sale will go into the youth’s “Scout Account.” The funds can be used by the Scout for high–adventure camps, summer

camps, regular weekend campouts and other scouting–related activities.

Boy Scout Troop 300, chartered by St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, was formed in 1955.
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ORLANDO — Families in Brevard County will now be

even more connected to one of the largest pediatric health

systems in the country and have access to general pediatric

care. Nemours Children’s Primary Care in Palm Bay

opened Dec. 1 at 580 Malabar Road SE. Families will have

access to services including routine and preventative care,

check–ups and health–screenings.

Dr. Julio Pajaro, a board–certified pediatrician with

more than 20 years experience, is based at the new

location. Dr. Pajaro relocated from Hinesville, Ga.

“Nemours is most widely known for its pediatric

specialists but we also have experts in general pediatrics,”

said Dr. Lane Donnelly, chief medical officer of Nemours

Children’s Hospital. “Families in Palm Bay can now see a

Nemours pediatrician in their community and be directly

connected to Nemours Children’s Hospital should they

need our specialized care.”

All of the Nemours Children’s Primary Care offices

share an electronic health record. This allows every

member of the care team to see a more complete picture of

the child’s medical history. This shared electronic informa-

tion helps Nemours bring families the safest, most cost–

effective care, said Dr. Donnelly.

Earlier this year, Nemours expanded in Melbourne by

opening:

l Nemours Children’s Specialty Care which offers

expert specialty pediatric care.

l Nemours Children’s Urgent Care, available for all

children, not just Nemours patients, during nights,

weekends and holidays.

Nemours also expanded specialty pediatric hospital

care in Brevard County through an agreement with

Wuesthoff Medical Center–Rockledge. As of Sept. 1, newly

recruited, hospital–based pediatric physicians from

Nemours are based at Wuesthoff and work closely with

local primary–care providers.

After opening Nemours Children’s Hospital in

Orlando’s Lake Nona “medical city” in October 2012, the

system has grown to 20 locations in Central Florida.

Nemours Children’s Health System expands in Brevard, opens Children’s Primary Care office in Palm Bay

Music program Dec. 27 at Cocoa Beach Library
The Cocoa Beach Public Library will present “Music on a Saturday Afternoon: Erin & Elliot Dickinson with Mike

Raley” at 2 p.m. on Dec. 27 in the Community Room. Singer–songwriters Erin, Elliot, and Mike will entertain with

groovy music and vocal harmonies. Erin, now living in Portland, has performed across the U.S. as well as in Europe and

Asia. Elliot is a founding member of Tampa’s “Battle of the Bands” winner The Rosewoods. Mike plays bass with

Portland’s Soundstage Rhythm Orchestra and also plays a variety of musical styles with other groups. The library is at

550 N. Brevard Ave. The phone number is 321–868–1104 or visit www.CocoaBeachPublicLibrary.org.

Surfsidde Playhouse
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Michaels mens Store

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR
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Children’s Home Society of Florida–Brevard Division
Continued from page 11

year for various nonprofits. The organizations include the

Cancer Care Centers Foundation, Candlelighters of

Brevard, and American Cancer Society.

“The community wine–tasting event at Maxine’s kicks

off our ticket sales for Portraits of Possibilities,” said

Geinoskey. “We’re working to spread the word that this is

a fun evening of socializing while supporting the

Children’s Home Society.”

There is a $10 fee to take part in the event at

Maxine’s. The program includes wine sampling, hors

d’oeuvres, live music, raffles, and a silent auction with a

small number of items. Attendees will receive a $10 gift

card to be used on any of the services offered at Maxine’s.

“This gathering at Maxine’s gives us an opportunity to

inform people about the mission and the work of the

Children’s Home Society in the local community. They

will also have the first opportunity to purchase tickets for

Portraits of Possibilities,” Geinoskey said.

The 2015 Portraits of Possibilities is themed “An

Evening in Ireland.” Tickets are $150 and purchasers

will receive a $25 gift certificate to Maxine’s. Portraits of

Possibilities will feature live entertainment, silent and

live auctions, gourmet food and beverage stations, and

more.

A range of sponsorship packages is offered for

Portraits of Possibilities. Over the past seven years, the

event has generated more than $500,000. The sponsors

have helped “hundreds of children heal from painful

pasts and find loving, forever families.”

CEO from 2000 until his retirement July 1 of this year.

Before his role with Children’s Home + Aid, Shaver

ran a management–consulting business, served as

deputy director for Fostering Results in Children, and

spent several years with the Illinois Department of

Children and Family Services. He earned his master’s

degree from the University of Chicago.

The CHSF has long been known in communities

around the state for being an innovative organization,

and a strong voice for children and families, as it works to

reshape the lives of young people.

“We’re proud of the work we do in the local commu-

nity. We’re proud of our volunteers and all the people,

businesses, and organizations that support the Children’s

Home Society mission,” said Geinoskey.

To inquire about being a sponsor for Portraits of

Possibilities, call 752–3170 or send an e–mail message to

PortraitsBrevard@CHSFL.org.

Every year, the CHSF helps to improve the lives of

roughly 100,000 children and family members. Founded

in 1902, Winter Park–based CHSF is one of the oldest

not–for–profit organizations in the state.

As Florida implements key changes within its child–

welfare system, the state’s largest and leading child–

serving organization, the CHSF, has named Michael

Shaver as its new chief executive officer. The announce-

ment was made in mid–September.

He previously served as the chief operating officer and

executive vice president of Children’s Home + Aid in

Chicago. Shaver succeeds David Bundy, who was the

Space Coast Chapter of AAF announces its board of directors; Jackie Barker president
The Space Coast Chapter of the American Advertising Federation has announced the members of its 2014–2015

Board of Directors. The new board represents a diverse group of Brevard County advertising professionals that were

installed at the member meeting held Oct. 7.

The officers include: Jackie Barker, Sky Advertising, president; Eric Needle, Artemis IT, vice president; Pam

Kaercher, MTN Advertising, treasurer; and Terry Stone, Hospice of St. Francis, secretary.

General members of the board are: Tammy Wood, MTN Advertising, immediate past president; Josh Adams,

RockPaperSimple; Cathy Bell, Your Logo by Geiger; Karina Connor, Cumulus Broadcasting; Madison Conradis, Your

Logo by Geiger; Joel Davis, 20/20 Media; Lori L’Heureux, MTN Advertising; Susan McGrath, United Way of Brevard;

Anna Palermo, Bright House; Caron Partridge, United Way of Brevard; Melissa Stockstill, Kennedy Space Center; Bill

Williams, A Cut Above Video; and Amelia Woodbridge, marketing consultant.

For more information about the organization, visit AAFSpaceCoast.org.
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NuVantage Insurance is expanding its first
class quality customer service to meet the
insurane needs of your commercial and
business properties and services.

West Melbourne
1542 S Wickham Road

253-9000
Melbourne

1482 Pineapple Avenue

www.NuVantageInsurance.com

Coverage and
Service You Deserve

7th Annual 
Holiday Toy Drive

For our community partners who would like to participate, 
The Brevard Sharing Center Holiday Toy Drive

for less fortunate children begins now through December 12th

Toys for all ages are needed and don’t forget the teens!

Last year’s toy drive was a great success,
and we would like to thank everyone who participated.

You may drop off your gifts at one of the following locations:

277 N. Sykes Creek Pkwy
Merritt Island, FL 32953

321-452-0420

1902 Fiske Blvd
Rockledge, FL 32955

631-638-8939

2321 Highway 524
Cocoa, FL 32926

631-631-1110

Brevard's

Small Business

Lender

Community Bank of the South
is a Small Business,

and understands the lending
needs of Small Businesses.

Commercial Loans
Operating Lines of Credit
SBA 504 Loans
Equipment Financing
Business Checking
Merchant Services
Health Savings Accounts

321-452-0420

CBOSDirect.com
U.S. Treasury Approved

Small Business Lending Fund
Bill Taylor

President /CEO

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM:
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First Choice Medical Group
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709 S. Harbor City Blvd, Suite 100 • Melbourne, FL 32901

www.MYFCMG.com

Center of Excellence

ABOUT US:
• Your One-Stop Solution for all your Orthopaedic, Neurology, Interventional
   Pain Medicine and Diagnostic Needs

• Same Day Appointments with Our Compassionate Patient-Centric Staff

Board Certified 
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Sports Medicine

Anthony J.
Lombardo,
MD, FAAOS

Kyle J.
Moyles,
MD, MBA

Board Eligible
Orthopaedic Hand Surgeon

Non-Operative 
Orthopaedics

Donald
Vliegenthart,

MD, FAAOS

Richard P.
Newman,
MD, FAAN

Medical Director
Board Certified Neurology

Roberto
Saucedo,

MD
Interventional
Pain Medicine

Megan
Maynard,

PAC
Physicians
Assistant

Sherri L.
Henderson,

PAC
Physicians
Assistant

Board Certified Orthopaedic 
Surgeon, Upper Extremity & 

Sports Medicine

Richard
Harrison,
MD, FAAOS

• SHOULDER 
  RECONSTRUCTION

• CARTILAGE 
  PRESERVATION 
  & RESTORATION

• SPORTS MEDICINE

• TOTAL JOINT SURGERY

• ELBOW & HAND 
  INJURIES

• KNEE INJURIES

For Appointments
321.725.2225 NASA BLVD

NEW HAVEN/192

EAU GALLIE

N

U
S 1

Accepting
New Patients

HOSPITALS AFFILIATIONS:

  Holmes Regional 
    Medical Center 

  Palm Bay Hospital

  Wuesthoff Melbourne  

  Crane Creek Surgery 
    Center

  Melbourne 
    Same Day 
    Surgery Center 

  Melbourne 
    Surgery 
    Center 

• FOOT & ANKLE
  INJURIES

• FRACTURE CARE

• MRI, DME, X-RAY 
  ON-SITE

• MOVEMENT 
  DISORDERS

• NEUROLOGY

• EEG/EMG/NCV
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Avalon Hydroponic Farms
Continued from page 1

salad greens and herbs.

Hydroponics is a method of growing plants using

mineral–nutrient solutions, in water, without soil,

using a sterile, inert soil replacement. Hydroponic

gardens are easier to keep disease–free and the plants

are healthier.

Most of the water in a hydroponic garden is

recycled. Hydroponic farming saves an incredible

amount of water; it uses as little as 1/20th the amount

as a regular farm to produce the same amount of food.

Dr. Miley, an emergency medicine physician whose

group works at Viera Hospital and Cape Canaveral

Hospital, both owned by Health First Inc., has had a

longtime interest in this type of farming and is now

looking to build a business in the community catering

to health–conscious people.

He is opening a “U–pick–strawberry farm” at

930 S. John Rodes Blvd. in West Melbourne, where

roughly 15,000 vehicles pass daily.

Avalon Hydroponic Farms has leased 3 acres at the

site, which is zoned for agricultural use, and has set

up its operation. He has a three–year option to

purchase the land there, across from Woodland

Business Park.

“We wanted to be near a major road that was easy

to access from various parts of the county and

beyond,” said Dr. Miley, whose business is set to open

soon.

The acreage is fenced. Customers will go through

the gate and park their car in the large lot. They are

given a small basket, a pair of scissors, and are

instructed on how to properly pick the strawberries in

a manner which will keep them fresh longer.

After they are through picking for the day, the

berries are weighed and purchased. Strawberries

currently retail for about $4 per pound.

“These strawberries not only taste better than the

typical strawberries in a supermarket, but they also

have a longer shelf life,” said Dr. Miley, as he walked

through his farm checking individual strawberry

plants, which showed bright–red, well–shaped fruit.

“Mother nature is doing her job.”

Strawberries are delicate, requiring gentle handing

to prevent bruising, he said.

The farm is managed by business partner Sherill

Spaccio. “Consumers can make wise choices and eat

healthy, it’s not complicated,” she said. “We want

people to come to our farm, pick fresh strawberries

and other fruits and vegetables as we expand, and

make it a fun, family outing.”

A visit to a local U–pick farm is a great learning

opportunity for kids. They experience firsthand where

their food comes from and how it grows, said Spaccio.

Studies show that youngsters will be more likely to

eat their fruits and vegetables if they have a hand in

the harvest.

These types of farms allow visitors to handpick

their own fresh fruits and vegetables. This form of

direct marketing helps farmers save on labor and

shipping costs while offering consumers the freshest

produce at lower prices. Most pick–your–own business

activity takes place on weekends.

“As a kid, I used to go to Plant City to pick straw-

berries,” said Dr. Miley, who learned about

hydroponinc farming and the Hydro–Stacker vertical–

gardening system from industry pioneer Chester

Bullock, a Florida resident.

“He invented the Hydro–Stacker technology and

holds the patent. Chester lived close to me when I was

on the West Coast of Florida. I would visit his farm all

the time. I loved what he was doing.”

Dr. Miley added, “When I moved to Brevard

County, I thought it would be great to have a farm

where individuals and families could pick fresh

strawberries.”

The Hydro–Stacker is made in America. The

system increases fruit and vegetable yield, while

decreasing the garden space needed.

“We are running out of land and we have to feed

more people,” said Dr. Miley.

“We’ve got to be clever about how we grow things.

These Hydro–Stackers allow us to grow 20 plants in

14 square inches. We go up, instead of out. As a

result, we are able to get a lot more production out of

an acre of land hydroponically, as opposed to dirt. I’m

not knocking dirt farmers, because that is how

farming started in this country. It’s the foundation.

Farmers and agriculture are the backbone of our

nation.”

Virtually any plant that can be grown in soil can be

grown in a Hydro–Stacker unit. Hydroponics is a

technical reality. Such production systems are

producing horticultural corps where field–grown fresh

vegetables are unavailable for much of the year.

The U.S. Navy is growing fresh vegetables on

submarines in highly specialized hydroponic systems

to help supply fresh vegetables for the crews.

NASA is experimenting with hydroponics systems

to be used to feed people in space, according to The

Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and

Innovation.

The Hydro–Stackers at Avalon Hydroponic Farms

hold about 15,000 strawberry plants. They will

produce 3 pounds of strawberries per–plant this

season, he said. The strawberry season runs Decem-

ber through May.

“We hope that people will come out every weekend

to pick hydroponically grown strawberries at our

farm.”

Eating fresh local fruits and produce when it is in

season offers a variety of benefits. For one, the food’s

nutritional value is optimized. It is often more

economical, and it harmonizes with nature’s produc-

tion cycle.

He said his business plans to triple the size of its

farm in May. “We can grow lettuce, squash, cucum-

bers, tomatoes, asparagus, blueberries, watermelon,

and sweet potatoes, for example.”

Eventually, Dr. Miley’s farm will serve up straw-

berry milkshakes and strawberry sundaes at the site.

Everyone loves strawberries. It’s America’s favorite

fruit. Strawberries are loaded with Vitamin C and can

even play a role lowering your cholesterol. One cup of

strawberries is only 55 calories.

The strawberry, a member of the rose family, is

unique in that it is the only fruit with seeds on the

outside rather than the inside. On average, there are

200 seeds on a strawberry.

Fresh strawberry per capita consumption rose to

nearly 8 pounds last year. Strawberries are a fond

and familiar fare at any time of the day. “There is

nothing like the taste of a fresh strawberry grown

hydroponically,” said Spaccio, whose company plans

to conduct workshops designed to teach consumers

how to garden hydroponically.

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Americans now consume twice as many strawberries

as they did two decades ago. The versatile strawberry

stretches far beyond the traditional shortcake serving.

It’s one of the most talked about fruits on culinary

websites, blogs, and social media.

The U.S. is the world’s largest producer of straw-

berries. America produced more than 36 billion

pounds in 2012, according to the Agricultural Market-

ing Resource Center. Winter production is dominated

by Florida. California grows the majority of the

strawberries produced in this country.

According to newly published research in the

“Journal of Nutrition,” consumption of anthocyanin–

rich foods such as strawberries may play an impor-

tant role in lowering cholesterol and other risk factors

for cardiovascular disease.

To evaluate the effects of strawberries on cardio-

vascular risk factors, researchers at Oklahoma State

University conducted a 12–week study with a group of

60 overweight adults.

Participants were randomly selected to consume a

high (equivalent to 500 grams of fresh strawberries)

or low (equivalent to 250 grams of fresh strawberries)

daily dose of a beverage made with freeze–dried

strawberries, or a control beverage.

The study revealed the high–dose strawberry

supplements were effective in significantly reducing

total and low–density lipoprotein cholesterol levels.

LDL is the “bad cholesterol.” Additionally, both the

low– and high–dose supplements were equally

effective in decreasing “lipid peroxidation” compared

with the control groups.

As the first 12–week study to report both total and

LDL cholesterol–lowering effects of a higher amount

of strawberries in the diet of obese adults, the

researchers suggest that a strawberry–supplemented

diet may be of clinical significance as a nutritional

strategy to help reduce cardiovascular disease risk.

Dr. Miley, who closely follows the research being

conducted on the health benefits of eating strawber-

ries, says he hopes to expand his business in Brevard

County.

“If this venture goes well in West Melbourne, we

will likely expand to other areas of the county. The

Viera market is a possible site for our farm expansion.

We hope that the community embraces what we’re

doing. Urban agriculture is a huge trend.”



Removing Isaiah’s brain tumor could’ve damaged 
the nerves that controlled his facial expressions. 
But you wouldn’t know that from his smile.
When it was discovered that a brain tumor had wrapped itself around Isaiah’s brainstem, everyone was concerned. One mistake during 
a very long and very delicate operation would be disastrous.  However, a� er twelve painstaking hours of surgery, every piece of the 
tumor was removed. His mom thought it would take a miracle for him to come out unscathed. But he did. Thanks to the expert care 
he received at Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children. Now Isaiah feels a whole lot be� er, and the look on his face can tell you that.

Isaiah is just one of the thousands of kids Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children has helped over the past 25 years. 
To see his full story and many others, visit 25yearsofcaring.com/Isaiah

25 YEARS. THOUSANDS OF STORIES.

25yearsofcaring.com

A  p a r t  o f  O r l a n d o  He a l t h


