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Chamber teams with Mer r ifield to bring ‘Broadway by the Beach’
By Ken Datzman

As a business–membership organization, the Cocoa

Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce is breaking new

ground as it steps into the arts and musical entertainment

sector with a special presentation to kick off the new year.

In addition to supporting the pro–growth policies and

initiatives that help create jobs and expand the economy in

the region, the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber, for one

night, is playing the role of Broadway scheduler and

promoter.

Using its in–house membership connections to the

world of bigtime entertainment, the Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber has worked a deal to bring a number of Broad-

way stars from New York City here to perform in a

production in late January at a beachside hotel that will

benefit the local arts.

“This is going to be something that Brevard County has

not seen before,” said Linda Webster, the chief executive

officer of the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce

on Merritt Island, who is leading her organization to new

heights in the community on a number of fronts.

“It’s a Broadway production put on here. It’s going to be

a great night of entertainment and dining, and an

opportunity for the community to support the arts. We will

be contributing a portion of the proceeds from this show to

art organizations and programs in the community.”

Her Chamber is teaming up with Cocoa Beach native

and New York City producer Jeremy Merrifield to present

the show “Broadway by the Beach,” as part of the

Chamber’s 47th annual Installation Gala Dinner, a public

event that includes welcoming new members to its board of

directors.

The program includes the presentation of the Distin-

guished Service Award, the highest honor bestowed by the

organization. The award is given annually to the indi-

vidual who best exemplifies leadership and commitment to

the Chamber and the community.

Broadway stars and Florida natives Ashley Brown

(title role in Disney’s “Mary Poppins” on Broadway),

Jessica Rush (“Jersey Boys”) and Michael James Scott

(Dr. Gotswana in the Broadway show “The Book of

Mormon”) will join star Nick Adams (currently playing

Fiyero in the national tour of the hit Broadway show

“Wicked”) in a production of “Songs for a New World.”

The show is set for Friday, Jan. 23, at The DoubleTree

by Hilton Hotel Cocoa Beach Oceanfront. The music of

“Songs for a New World” — written by three–time Tony

Award–winning composer Jason Robert Brown and

directed by Drama Desk–nominee Tony Speciale — is

heavily influenced by a broad range of musical genres,

including pop, jazz, and gospel. The production is a series

of songs connected by the theme “the moment of decision.”

Please see ‘Broadway by the Beach,’ page 19
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It features four performers who do not play the same

characters throughout the show, but have consistently

developing “character arcs” (the status of a character as it

unfolds throughout a narrative). Jason Robert Brown has

said of his show, “It’s about one moment. It’s about hitting

the wall and having to make a choice, or take a stand, or

turn around and go back.”

The program will begin with a social hour at 5 p.m.,

followed by dinner and the show. Individual tickets are

$75. They are sold at CocoaBeachChamber.com.

“Broadway by the Beach” is offering both corporate and

individual sponsorships. The corporate sponsorships range

from $350 to $5,000, the event–presenter title. The

different levels offer various amenities, including tickets to

The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber is teaming up with Cocoa Beach native and New York producer Jeremy Merrifield to present
‘Broadway by the Beach’ as part of the Chamber’s 47th annual Installation Gala Dinner Jan. 23 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel
Cocoa Beach Oceanfront. Tickets are $75 each. From left: Nancy Brower, of Community Bank of the South, the current Cocoa Beach
Chamber chairwoman; Jeanna Merrifield, of Wild Ocean Seafood Market, incoming Cocoa Beach Chamber chairwoman and Jeremy
Merrifield’s mother; and Linda Webster, Cocoa Beach Chamber CEO.
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Classes Start Soon! 

 

 

 Applying to graduate school doesn't have to mean weeks  
 of waiting for a decision. Schedule an advising appointment,  
 bring  your undergraduate transcript and receive an admissions  
 decision that day! Call or email your local Webster campus today! 
 *Master of Arts in counseling excluded from instant decision.  

 

 

Spring term begins January 5th. 
 
 

|webster.edu/spacecoast  
 

 Merritt Island  
 150 N. Sykes Creek Pkwy.  321-449-4500 
 

 Melbourne  
 1775 W. Hibiscus Blvd.  321-956-6700 
 

 Patrick AFB  
 Please call 321-868-5194 

Webster University, founded in 1915, is the only Tier 1, private,  
nonprofit university with campus locations around the world. 

Nancy R. Taylor
Broker/Owner
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Look up, Americans, it’s not as bad as you might think,
though trust in the federal government at historic lows

By Lee H. Hamilton

We are one glum country.

Trust in the federal government is at

historic lows, according to Gallup. More

than half of the respondents to an October

Rasmussen poll think our best days are

behind us. And just a few weeks ago, an

“NBC/Wall St. Journal” poll found that the

one thing Americans agree upon whatever

their race or circumstances is that the

system is stacked against people like them.

Scratch an American, it seems, and

you’ll get a litany of complaints about our

representative democracy.

I see this defeatism all around me.

When I speak to classes of university

students, I almost always ask for a show of

hands on whether these young people

believe the U.S. is in decline or on the rise.

Every time, the room is evenly split. That’s

a lot of people who are losing faith in our

system.

So I have just one thing to say: Could we

all take a deep breath?

For one thing, we deal with our

challenges from a position of strength. We

have friendly neighbors to the north and

south, oceans to the east and west, and a

growing, relatively young population. We

possess abundant natural resources, the

world’s most capable military force, a

nuclear arsenal second to none, and a

deterrent power envied by every other

country on earth. We face no existential

threat from foreign powers. We can choose

the role we want to play in the world.

We created the major mechanisms for

world stability — the United Nations,

World Trade Organization, International

Monetary Fund, and World Bank — and

we still help maintain them. We lead the

way in pressing for open markets and free

trade. Our fundamentals — from our

military to our technology to our system of

higher education — remain strong. We’re

doing better economically than any other

major industrialized nation, and have put

more people back to work since the

recovery began than the rest of the

industrialized world combined. Does that

sound like a once–great nation on its

knees?

Our people possess strengths in

abundance. We have a remarkable

reservoir of talent both in the workforce

and, to judge by the students I encounter

every day, preparing to enter it. We’re

blessed with a strong entrepreneurial

tradition that nurtures inventiveness and

creativity, and that draws countless people

from abroad eager to make something of

their future. Though we’re hardly perfect

on this score, we have friends across the

globe who genuinely admire our accom-

plishments.

I’m not blind to our shortcomings — if

you read this column regularly, you know

that — or to the severe challenges we

confront. But in the face of extraordinary

difficulties, we adapt, persevere, and

eventually emerge stronger.

After decades of trying, we have begun

to wean ourselves from foreign oil. Our

response to the Ebola crisis was initially

halting and clumsy, but the federal

government and the nation’s hospitals

reformed their protocols remarkably

quickly for a set of complex institutions. It’s

taken a long time to put a coalition

together to fight the Islamic State, but

international coalitions are difficult to

create, and by dint of hard work we’re

better off now than we were a year ago. In

the end, government may act slowly, and

it’s often well behind where you’d wish it to

be, but it does act.

All these things give our society a

resilience to keep in mind the next time

you see a news story or commentary

hyping a pessimistic view of our future.

The world around us is in turmoil, under

enormous and even volcanic pressures that

explode most every morning somewhere,

yet we remain an island of stability. We

may be disenchanted with our government,

yet we’ve come out of the downturn

stronger than any other country in the

world — a testament not just to our private

sector, but to the public policies that

supported it.

We have a long way to go, there’s no

doubt about it. But I’m reminded of a

young woman a few years ago who asked

me, after a bleak speech I’d given laying

out the problems of the world, “Is there any

hope?” My answer now is the same as it

was then: Yes, of course there is.

Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on
Congress at Indiana University. He was
a member of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives for 34 years. For information
about the Center on Congress educa-
tional resources and programs, visit
www.centeroncongress.org. Go to
Facebook to share your thoughts about
Congress, civic education, and the
citizen’s role in representative democ-
racy. “Like” us on Facebook at “Center
on Congress at Indiana University.”
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WWeekend Highlights  

Call us at (321) 729-6858   

 

Join Us  
23rd  

Tim Wakefield   
Celebrity  

Golf Classic  
January 23 & 24, 2015 

 ٭٭  Major Sponsorships Available  ٭٭

Brevard’s most prestigious charity event now has Sponsorship 
Opportunities available! This exclusive event sells out year 

after year, so act quickly to secure your spot!   

18 Holes of Golf with a Celebrity at Harmony Golf Preserve 

Plated dinner prepared by Iron Chef Winner Lee Hillson 
Electronic bidding for Silent Auction featuring                        

sports memorabilia, jewelry, art and more! 
Celebrity Musicians 

Live Auction with unique experiences 

Enjoy a  memorable weekend and support 
Tim's Favorite School! 

Presented by 

Two days of fun and philanthropy! 
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By Richard Lapchick
UCF Forum columnist

You may have read in early December that 61 people

were arrested across Florida in a four–day human–

trafficking sting operation. If you haven’t followed the

dramatic increase in stories about human trafficking in the

United States, this news may have caught you by surprise.

We need to understand that human trafficking exists in

all 50 states and in almost every nook and cranny in each

state. Recently, significant attention was paid to the issue

at UCF with a week of activities in November during the

Shut Out Trafficking campaign led by the National

Consortium for Academics and Sports and the U.S. Fund

for UNICEF. More than 2,000 students, faculty, student–

athletes and coaches were engaged using the sports

platform to spread awareness about human trafficking.

A week later, UCF fraternities hosted a Greek flag–

football tournament in conjunction with Florida Abolition-

ist, an Orlando nonprofit organization opposing human

trafficking, to raise money and awareness about human

trafficking. The event involved 15 teams participating on

the UCF intramural fields.

In the week before I wrote this column, there were

human–trafficking cases reported in Tampa; Green Bay,

Wis.; Colorado Springs, Colo.; Tulsa, Okla.; Garden City,

Idaho; Victorville and San Rafael, Calif.; and Lowell, Mass.

But the veil of secrecy about human trafficking has

been pulled and in the same week there were community–

awareness activities in Boston; Las Vegas; Nashville and

Knoxville, Tenn.; Austin, Texas; Point Loma and Long

Beach, Calif.; Pineville, La.; Duluth, Minn.; Jackson, Miss.;

Missoula, Mont.; Toledo and Freemont, Ohio; and Bedford,

Maine.

In the cases of trafficking incidents and community–

awareness events these are mostly taking place in

communities that one would hardly be thought of as being

associated with the trafficking issue.

The global magnitude of human trafficking is stagger-

ing. In the Atlantic slave trade between 1650 and the end

of the Civil War, 10.5 million enslaved Africans arrived in

the Americas. It is estimated that more than that number

died being captured and/or shipped to the Americas. Six

million more were involved in the Asian slave trade and

8 million in the African slave trade during that era. In

other words, over the course of nearly 200 years, about

24.5 million people lived as slaves. Today, at this moment

in history, it is estimated there are between 27 million and

30 million slaves globally. More than half of those are

women and more than a third are children.

There are slaves working as domestic servants, child

soldiers, factory workers and in other areas.

But it is the sex trade, of course, that gets the most

attention. The average age that a girl is brought into the

sex trade worldwide, including the United States, is 12.

They are often forced to have sex up to five times a day

every day, so by the time they reach the age of 16 they are

raped about 7,000 times.

Most of us know someone who has been sexually

assaulted. We know that the scars of that assault never

leave the psyche of those individuals. Imagine being

16 years old and having been raped 7,000 times.

Trafficking was already a huge $32 billion–a–year

industry in 2009 run by organized crime, gangs, small

families and businesses. It is estimated that the global

take today is $150 billion. If you take an average pimp that

has one girl who has sex five times a day for $200 each

time, that pimp makes $365,000 a year just from one girl.

This is why this is such a difficult area to contain because

it is so lucrative for the perpetrators.

Our daughter, Emily Pasnak–Lapchick, has inspired

me to get involved in the issue and together we helped

create the Shut Out Trafficking campaign funded by the

Fetzer Institute. Emily is the program officer for the End

Trafficking Program at the U.S. Fund for UNICEF. We

have spent a week each at UCF, St. John’s University in

New York, La Salle University in Philadelphia, Tulane

University in New Orleans, and Brown University in

Providence, R.I. Collectively, more than 5,000 campus

individuals have been engaged. In the spring we will have

programs at the University of Denver, UCLA, Nebraska,

Alabama and Chicago State.

Our purpose is to call on everyone to do their part in

combating this enormous evil plaguing our society. You

can do something small like buying only fair–trade

chocolate. Fair–trade chocolate is produced without the

hands of any child slaves, whereas most of the chocolate

being produced and sold in United States comes from the

fields in the Ivory Coast where child slave labor picks the

cacao beans.

Or you can get involved with local organizations like

Florida Abolitionist, which mounts daily campaigns

against human trafficking.

But get involved because human trafficking is all

around us where we live. We cannot keep our eyes closed

anymore. Our children’s safety is at risk.

No longer can we keep our eyes closed to human trafficking all around us

Richard E. Lapchick is chair of UCF’s DeVos
Sports Business Management Program and
director of The Institute for Diversity and Ethics
in Sport, which annually publishes racial and
gender report cards on MLB, the NBA, WNBA,
NFL, MLS, college sports, and Associated Press
sports editors. He is the author of 16 books
that primarily focus on racial and gender issues
and ethics in college sport. He can be reached
at RLapchick@ucf.edu. He can be followed on
Facebook.com/Richard.Lapchick and on
Twitter @RichardLapchick .

Webster University’s Dr. Howes publishes book addressing ‘business optimization’
Dr. Greg Howes, an adjunct professor at Webster University in Brevard County, has published a new book titled

“Business Optimization: Six Steps to a Sustained Performance Culture.”

In the book, Dr. Howes “challenges us to imagine how every member of a management team can become aligned

toward achieving its strategic goals.” He invites the reader to picture a team that is optimizing at all levels. He sets down

a simple, yet disciplined approach, which provides a tested, successful business model for maximizing a sustained,

performance–based culture.

“In addition to an astute mind, Dr. Howes has an engaging personality and quick wit, which makes him an outstand-

ing instructor,” according to Dr. Robert Cox, Webster University’s Melbourne campus director. “Our students are

extremely fortunate in our MBA and management programs to work with an individual who combines scholarship with

real–world experience.”

Along with his business and scholarly pursuits, Dr. Howes serves on the board of directors of the Brevard Family

Partnership, which provides child–abuse prevention, foster care and support, adoption, independent living services, and

community–outreach services to children and families.
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TALLAHASSEE — Recognizing that economic

disparity threatens access to a fair and impartial judicial

system, Florida Chief Justice Jorge Labarga has issued an

administrative order establishing the Florida Commission

on Access to Civil Justice.

The 27–member commission includes leaders from all

three branches of Florida government, The Florida Bar,

The Florida Bar Foundation, civil legal aid providers, the

business community, and other stakeholders, who will

work in a coordinated effort to identify and remove

economic barriers to civil justice.

The commission is a result of recent efforts by Florida

Bar President Gregory Coleman, in partnership with

Labarga and Florida Bar Foundation leaders, to focus on

addressing access to justice as a societal crisis that needs

to be solved with concrete and creative changes in the

system.

“Florida needs a coordinated effort involving all of the

entities with the potential to make permanent, systemic

advances to ensure that access to justice in Florida is not

limited to those who can afford it,” Labarga said. “We are

particularly concerned about the circumstances facing

low–income litigants for whom purchasing legal represen-

tation can pose an impossible challenge. But access to civil

justice is also a problem for the middle class, many of

whom do not qualify for legal aid and cannot afford to hire

a lawyer.”

Coleman said there is a huge segment of society who

makes too much money to qualify for legal aid, but not

enough to hire your average lawyer.

“We have a broken system right now with legal aid

having severely reduced funding and a void in the court

system in terms of access to justice by middle–income

Americans who make too much money to qualify for legal

aid but cannot afford a lawyer,” Coleman said. “These are

people who are living paycheck to paycheck.”

Labarga’s order tasks the commission with studying

the unmet civil legal needs of disadvantaged, low–income

and moderate–income Floridians and with considering the

state’s legal assistance delivery system as a whole,

“including but not limited to staffed legal aid programs,

resources and support for self–represented litigants,

limited scope representation, pro bono services, innovative

technology solutions, and other models and potential

innovations.”

Labarga’s order notes the significant work Florida state

courts have undertaken to develop forms, instructions,

and other self–help resources for those going it alone in

court, while calling for the examination of other potential

solutions. These include “unbundled legal services,” in

which the attorney and client agree to a limited scope of

attorney involvement in a case, leaving greater responsi-

bility the client so as to limit the client’s legal costs;

leveraging technology in expanding access to civil justice;

and maximizing resources and stabilizing funding in

support of civil justice services.

At the same time, Florida lawyers are contributing

significant time and monetary contributions to legal aid.

Last year Bar members reported 1.7 million hours of pro

bono work and $4.8 million to legal services organizations,

Coleman said.

“Lawyers truly care about trying to provide services to

those who can least afford them, but we cannot do it with

volunteers and donations alone. I believe it is particularly

important to involve the business community to bring

their innovative problem solving expertise to the effort.

Business leaders also have the welfare of their employees

to consider. Lack of access to justice can lead to individual

and family instability that will affect the workplace,”

Coleman said.

Both Labarga and Coleman say the time has come for

an unprecedented level of collaboration to address this

issue.

“We want to build on the great work that others started

here in Florida and have been working hard to implement

with limited resources,” Labarga said. “Our local legal aid

societies, despite resources stretched to the limit, have

been there all along representing folks who would

otherwise not have access to our civil justice system.

Members of The Florida Bar have donated thousands

upon thousands of pro bono hours to needy citizens

throughout the years. We must now take it to the next

level, bearing in mind that the question of access to our

civil justice system is a societal question and, as such, the

solution rests with all segments of society.”

The Florida Commission on Access to Civil Justice will

be a time–limited commission but is called upon in the

order to make a recommendation on the need for a

permanent access to justice commission in Florida.

Permanent access to justice commissions operate in 32

states and the District of Columbia, with the first commis-

sion having been established in Washington state in 1994.

The American Bar Association operates a Resource Center

for Access to Justice Initiatives to support access to justice

commissions and promulgate their advances.

The study commission will submit an interim report to

the court by Oct. 1, 2015, and a final report by June 30,

2016, and will provide these reports also to the governor of

Florida, the president of the Florida Senate, and the

Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives.

The website www.FLAccessToJustice.org includes a

link to the administrative order, a listing of commission

members, other information sources.

Chief Justice Jorge Labarga issues administrative order establishing Commission on Access to Civil Justice

New officers for Brevard Federated Republican Women
Brevard Federated Republican Women has announced its new officers for 2015–2016. The election took place at the

organization’s December meeting. The new president is Beth Young. Her team includes: Tammy Sanderg, first vice

president; Deanna Reiter, second vice president; Jo Solley–Hansen, third vice president; Terri Nieves, fourth vice

president; Barbara Davis, treasurer; Ellie Handler, recording secretary; and Debbie Schofield, assistant treasurer. They

will be installed Jan. 7 by Dena DeCamp, the first vice president of the Florida Federation Republican Women. Republi-

cans are invited to attend the event, which will be hosted at the Holiday Inn, 8298 N. Wickham Road in Melbourne.

Reservations are necessary; call 727–1212 or visit www.BrevardFederatedRepublicanWomen.org.
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From left: Giuseppe Palermo, M.D., Rahul Chopra, M.D., David L. Ross, M.D., Carl Tahn, M.D., 
Fe VSJ Pancito, M.D., Ravi Shankar, M.D., Diely Pichardo, M.D., Germaine Blaine, M.D., 

Gregory B. Hoang, M.D., Craig Badolato, M.D., Todd V. Panarese, M.D., and V. Pavan Kancharla, M.D.

CancerCareBrevard.com • 321-952-0898
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COLORADO SPRINGS — The Board of Directors of

the Space Foundation has unanimously selected Jean–

Jacques Dordain, director general of the European

Space Agency (ESA), as the 2015 recipient of its highest

honor — the Gen. James E. Hill Lifetime Space

Achievement Award.

“Jean–Jacques Dordain’s long, distinguished and

globally recognized service in the space sector makes

him an outstanding selection as the 2015 winner of the

Space Foundation’s highest award,” said Space

Foundation Chief Executive Officer Elliot Pulham.

“Through his leadership, ESA has achieved remark-

able success with programs like Gaia, Rosetta, ATV, the

International Space Station and many others. This

work has helped to improve global cooperation in space,

and since 2003, ESA has added five European Member

States and six European Cooperating States.”

The 2015 Gen. James E. Hill Lifetime Space

Achievement Award will be presented to Dordain at a

special industry luncheon on April 15 during the Space

Foundation’s 31st Space Symposium, to be held April

13–16 at The Broadmoor in Colorado Springs.

Dordain is expected to retire from ESA on June 30,

and his participation at the 31st Space Symposium is

expected to be one of his “last official appearances.”

Dordain has been ESA’s director general since July

2003 and was reappointed twice to the position by the

ESA Council. When he joined ESA in 1986, he was

appointed head of the newly set–up Department for the

Promotion and Utilisation of the International Space

ESA’s Dordain is named the 2015 recipient of Gen. James E. Hill Lifetime Space Achievement Award
Station. In 1993, he became the associate director for

strategy planning and international policy. In 1999, he

took the position of director of strategy and technical

assessment, and in 2001, he became director of

launchers.

Dordain graduated in engineering from the Ecole

Centrale de Paris in 1969, and began his scientific

career in 1970 in the field of propulsion and rocket

boosters at the French National Office for Aerospace

Studies and Research (ONERA). From 1976 to 1983, he

was the coordinator of space activities at ONERA until

he was appointed director of fundamental physics.

During this period he was among the first five French

astronaut candidates to be selected by CNES for the

ESA Spacelab 1 program.

Throughout his career Dordain has taught in several

prestigious positions. He was Professor of Fluid

Mechanics at the Ecole Centrale de Paris, 1972–78, and

Professor of Rocket Propulsion at the Ecole Nationale

Supérieure de l’Aéronautique et de l’Espace (sup’Aero)

in Toulouse, 1972–82.

From 1977 to 1993, he was the Associated Professor

in Mechanical Engineering at the Ecole Polytechnique

and, from 1975 to 1995, he was Professor of Fluid

Mechanics at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des

Techniques Avancées (ENSTA). Since 2003, he has

been lecturer at La Sapienza University in Rome and

Honorary Professor at the University of Technology,

Graz, Austria, and at the University of Liège, Belgium.

In 1997, he was invited to be the executive secretary

of the Evaluation Committee of the Japanese space

agency NASDA.

Dordain was awarded the honors of Officer of the

French Légion d’Honneur and the Ordre National du

Mérite. He was awarded the Order of Friendship by the

Russian Federation, the title of Grand Officer in the

Order of Merit of the Italian Republic and the Officer’s

Cross (Verdienstkreuz I. Klasse) in the Order of Merit

of the Federal Republic of Germany and the title of

Commander in the Order of Orange–Nassau of the

Netherlands.

Dordain is a member of the French Académie des

Technologies, an associate member of the Belgian

Académie Royale des Sciences, des Lettres et des Beaux

Arts. He is also a member of the Air and Space Acad-

emy (France); the International Academy of Astronau-

tics and the Association Aéronautique et Astronautique

de France. He is also an honorary vice president of the

International Astronautical Federation and honorary

chancellor of the International Space University.

Named for the Space Foundation’s former, longtime

chairman, the General James E. Hill Lifetime Space

Achievement Award is one of the global space

community’s highest honors. Past recipients have

included Buzz Aldrin, Neil Armstrong, Norman

Augustine and Dr. Sally Ride, among others.

Tickets for the award luncheon can be purchased at

www.SpaceSymposium.org/register by Space Sympo-

sium attendees. To register for the Symposium, visit

SpaceSymposium.org/register or call (800) 691–4000.
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By Benjamin Fodor
Musician Third Class

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy veteran from Palm Bay

assigned to the Navy Band Southwest based here was

recently selected as the band’s “Junior Sailor of the Year”

for fiscal year 2014.

Musician second class (Surface Warfare) Tony Carter, a

Palm Bay native and graduate of Bayside High School,

joined the Navy as a clarinetist and saxophonist in

January 2003. In addition to performing in the band’s

marching and ceremonial bands, Carter is the unit leader

for the band’s woodwind quintet and performs with the

resident big band, Show Band West. Carter is also the

travel coordinator for the Navy Band Southwest.

One of Navy Band Southwest’s primary responsibilities

involves providing musical tours within the band’s seven–

state area of responsibility. Several of the band’s primary

performing units embark each year on concert tours

throughout the southwest, allowing the band to reach out

to audiences that do not have opportunities to see Navy

ensembles on a regular basis. The concerts are family

friendly events, meant to be entertaining to audiences of

all ages and cultural backgrounds, as well as geared

toward attracting individuals interested in joining the

Navy.

“Our band has the unique honor of bringing Navy

awareness to audiences through our musical performances

for the general public, as well as our educational outreach

and recruiting initiatives in schools throughout the

Southwest,” said Lt. Jane Hoffman, the director of Navy

Band Southwest.

“The men and women of Navy Band Southwest are

true Naval Ambassadors for our Navy, and Petty Officer

Tony Carter represents the ‘best–of–the–best’ of our

talented sailors.”

Carter has been busy with several of Navy Band

Southwest’s ensembles, performing everything from

Baroque chamber music to World War II–era swing

charts. As part of some of the more well–traveled units in

the band, Carter has made appearances with groups at

Fleet Week in San Francisco as well as four major

professional sports games in the Southwestern United

States in the past year.

“I enjoy going out and playing concerts for military

veterans and their families,” said Carter. “Also, it’s been

great making an impact on those who have never heard a

Navy Band. It helps us make an initial connection that

results in a favorable view for our military who are

working hard overseas to defend us.”

To be selected for the Navy Music Program, Carter

went through a live audition process that involved

showcasing his technique, musicality, and versatility.

“We always had music in the house when I was

growing up. We had family over all the time and we

listened to Latin music and Motown, music that I gravi-

tate towards now. My father played saxophone for a short

period of time and he got it into my head that I needed to

play saxophone as well. The first time I was introduced to

music as an instrumentalist was at age 15. I started on

saxophone in eighth grade, then the year after they needed

more clarinets, so I started playing clarinet as well. Every

band after that always needed more clarinet players.”

He added, “Going overseas, you get the unique opportu-

nity to interface with people from different cultures and

backgrounds. You’re oftentimes the first representative

that they’ve met from the U.S., let alone from our nation’s

military. We’ve performed for a range of people, from kids

in orphanages, to local adults, to other militaries’ band

members. These moments have been the highlight of my

career because you’re interacting with people who are

genuinely happy that you are there.”

Before reporting to San Diego in October 2012, Carter’s

past duty stations included Newport, R.I., and Naples,

Italy.

Palm Bay native Tony Carter selected as the ‘Junior Sailor of Year’ for the Navy Band Southwest

Jazz singer Lady Tandy to perform
The Cocoa Beach Public Library will host “Music on a Sunday Afternoon: Lady Tandy” at 2 p.m. on Jan. 11 in the

Community Room. Lady Tandy sings jazz standards, blues, and R&B. She will sing songs from her album “The Lan-

guage of Love,” as well as the classics “you know and love.” The library is at 550 N. Brevard Ave. For more information

about this community program, call 868–1104 or visit www.CocoaBeachPublicLibrary.org.
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ROCKLEDGE — Learning more about Florida’s

natural environment now is possible through the

Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP), an

environmental education extension program offered

in partnership with the University of Florida–

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

(UF–IFAS) and participating organizations through-

out the state.

The FMNP both informs and prepares partici-

pants to share information about Florida’s natural

world and environmental history.

The upcoming class is the “Upland Habitats

Module” and will be available at Riverwalk–A

Family Park, 5355 U.S. Highway 1, in Rockledge.

Completion of the 40–hour program results in

registration in the UF–IFAS Master Naturalist

Program database as a FMNP Upland Habitats

Naturalist.

Additional modules will be available in the

future, including “Freshwater Wetlands” and

“Coastal Systems.”

The FMNP is not a degree–seeking program. The

program is appropriate for both the novice and the

highly skilled environmental professional.

Certified FMNP provider Brandon Smith will be

the principal instructor. Smith has been teaching

environmental education for Brevard County Parks

and Recreation for more than six years and now

oversees Riverwalk–A Family Park, a 6.37–acre

nature preserve and center.

For more information on this and other programs,

call the nature center at 433–4490 or send an e–mail

message to Riverwalk@BrevardParks.com.

Classes run on select Saturdays from 8 a.m. to

5 p.m., Jan. 10 to Feb. 28. Registration closes Jan. 5.

To register, visit www.MasterNaturalist.org, and

click on “Course Offerings” for specific class dates

and times. The course fee is $225, which includes

40 contact hours of instruction, a comprehensive

student reference workbook and, upon completion,

registration in the UF FMNP database as an Upland

Habitats Naturalist.

Certified teachers attending the course may be

able to receive 40 hours of in–service credit. Training

for the Upland Habitats Module includes classroom

instruction, field trips, and practical interpretive

experience related to the general ecology, habitats,

vegetation types, wildlife, and conservation issues of

Upland Habitats in Florida, which include prairie,

scrub, forests, rangeland and urban green space. In

addition, the program develops naturalist interpre-

tation skills, and discusses environmental ethics.

The target audience includes volunteers and staff

members of nature centers, preserves, sanctuaries,

and other environmental education facilities, and

anyone who has an “enthusiastic interest” in

learning more about Florida’s environment.

Florida Master Naturalist Training Program opens registration; class set for Riverwalk in Rockledge
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GAINESVILLE — Small– and mid–sized growers often

cite marketing as one of their greatest challenges. Yet,

there never seems to be enough time or money to promote

your products directly to those who may want to purchase

them.

Florida MarketMaker and Florida Food Connect are

two resources managed by the University of Florida/

Institute of Food and Agricultural Services that aim to

help alleviate the burden of marketing for Florida’s

growers. While Florida MarketMaker unites growers with

potential markets throughout the state, Florida Food

Connect is a tool that links schools with the local producers

who can meet their needs.

Florida MarketMaker provides a free and simple, yet

powerful, web–based search tool to connect with others

across the food production and distribution chain. It is the

largest and most in–depth food–related database of its

kind, featuring a diverse community of more than 81,000

Florida businesses: farmers/ranchers, fisheries, seafood

dealers, farmers markets, food hubs, food pantries,

processors/packers, wholesalers, retailers, distributors,

wineries, restaurants and other types of buyers.

Essentially, MarketMaker gives growers the power to

create their own searchable websites, opening the door for

a flood of buyers to discover them.

Florida MarketMaker has operated in Florida since

2009. But recent developments have led to improvements

and increased capabilities for marketing and market

research. This month, Florida MarketMaker released a

new version, intended to make the website more user–

friendly and increase functionality. UF/IFAS Extension

partnered with a nonprofit organization, Riverside

Research, to collaborate on further development of this

website as a solution that aims to alleviate marketing

challenges for growers in the digital age.

Even though there are only 320 grower profiles in the

system, many of the growers who use MarketMaker have

made long–lasting relationships, especially with wholesal-

ers, retailers, and local restaurants. For example, Florida

Meat Company, an Ocala ranching firm with a profile in

Florida Marketmaker since 2010, has received more than

5,600 views from potential buyers. Pappy’s Patch, a

U–Pick strawberry and blueberry farm in Oviedo, received

more than 2,000 views from interested customers.

“We urge more growers throughout the state, regard-

less of scale, to develop a profile in MarketMaker. The

resource becomes more valuable to everyone as the

number of growers in the system increases,” says Wendi

Bellows, the Florida MarketMaker coordinator at the

University of Florida.

She added, “We are beginning to see that MarketMaker

as a win–win scenario for all in the food–supply chain

because producers can easily connect with buyers and

buyers can source from more growers in their state, thus

boosting sales on both ends — ultimately benefiting local

economies.”

Here’s how it works: Growers register their businesses

in MarketMaker because food buyers of all types access the

database to find products and services to meet their

specific needs. Through MarketMaker, producers can

reach more buyers and more efficiently form profitable

business alliances. Growers can differentiate their

businesses by categorizing their produce and affiliating

with specific labels or industry. Buyers can use

MarketMaker to find more suppliers of differentiated,

high–quality products leading to more efficient sourcing

and higher margins.

Consumers use MarketMaker to find suppliers selling

what they need. When conducting a search, the search

engine shows the results on a map. Once in the system,

growers’ profiles are easily discovered by many types of

buyers, opening the door for new types of business

relationships. Growers who sell direct to consumers can

also easily advertise their products on the Buy/Sell forum.

Once growers have registered in MarketMaker, they

will also be featured in Florida Food Connect, the portal for

Farm to School because the two sites are intricately linked.

Growers interested in selling products to use in school

cafeterias can easily make connections with distributors,

school district food services, and individual schools looking

to source regionally. In the coming year, Florida

MarketMaker will merge with Florida Food Connect.

Visit the Florida Food MarketMaker website at

FL.FoodMarketMaker.com or visit Florida Food Connect

at FLFoodConnect.com.

If you would like more information about this topic or

need help getting started on Florida MarketMaker, contact

Bellows at (352) 294–7667 or send her an e–mail message

at Bellows@UFL.edu.

Florida MarketMaker and Florida Food Connect are new resources to help smaller growers market products

BishopBeale to break ground on Pineda Landings; future home for The Fresh Market
BishopBeale is set to break ground on the high–end grocery–anchored retail development Pineda Landings, a 17.5–

acre retail development at the corner of Wickham Road and Jordan Blass Drive in Melbourne. There is a traffic light at

the intersection. Construction is expected to begin around the first of the year.

The 50,000–square–foot retail center will be anchored by the specialty grocer The Fresh Market, a public company

that is expanding in Florida and in other states. Fresh Market expects to open at Pineda Landings by fall of 2015. “This

will be the first Fresh Market in Brevard County,” said Jill Rose, vice president of retail services for Orlando–based

BishopBeal. “The Suntree–Viera area has seen an influx of commercial development as we are coming out of our recent

recession. This increase in activity is fueled by the higher income demographic and solid employment in the area, which

sparked The Fresh Market’s attention as it sought additional areas in Florida to serve.” Pineda Landings will feature

Class “A” retail space and outparcel opportunities for national and local tenants to join The Fresh Market, she said.

BishopBeale, a real–estate advisory firm, will handle all leasing and development management for the project and

“looks forward to helping the community grow,” said Billy Bishop, president and principal of BishopBeale. “We are eager

to bring high–end retailers like The Fresh Market to Brevard County. The community has been so great, and we see a lot

of promise in the future of this area,” he said.
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Please see Certified General Contractors Inc., page 15

Commercial construction industry positioned for good growth in 2015; longtime
area company Certified General Contractors sees its construction backlog surge
By Ken Datzman

Commercial construction is poised to

grow in 2015 as more sectors within the

industry follow the path of the economic

development of communities, which have

gotten back on track in many regions of the

nation during the last two quarters.

Commercial–building indicators for the

new year are pointing upward, some

projecting double–digit growth. Demand for

architectural services is rising, too,

signaling a strong year of recovery ahead in

the nonresidential construction arena.

Local general contractors that cater to

the commercial sectors, such as office,

industrial, retail, and medical, are upbeat.

Adam Broadway, the president and

chief executive officer of longtime area

business Certified General Contractors

Inc., whose company’s niche is commercial

construction, said his firm’s volume has

increased in a big way heading into 2015.

“We see a strong–growing year ahead

for our firm in 2015. We’ve seen a huge

pick up in new construction projects

compared to recent years.”

He added, “As of early December, our

backlog for 2015 is up 30 percent from

2014. We’re very pleased with the direction

of the company and the volume and quality

of projects we’re doing locally and around

the state of Florida,” Broadway said.

One of those projects is a new 75,000–

square–foot, faith–based off–campus

student–housing center at the University

of North Florida in Jacksonville. “The work

is for a private developer,” said Broadway.

Broadway leads an executive team at

Certified General Contractors that includes

Ryan Runte, executive vice president;

Joseyne Santacroce, vice president of

finance; and Donald Sibert, vice president/

senior project manager.

Associated Builders and Contractors’

“Backlog Indicator” reached an all–time

high during the third quarter of 2014 at 8.8

months, eclipsing the previous all–time

high of 8.5 months in the second quarter of

2014.

The 2014 third–quarter backlog is 6.9

percent higher than the third quarter of

2013, and the continued growth of backlog

volume during the last six months likely

indicates that 2015 will be a “strong” year

of recovery for the nation’s commercial–

construction industry.

Every region of the nation experienced

expanding backlog during the third

quarter, as did every industry segment, the

report says.

The analysis goes on to say, “Given the

recent acceleration in job growth, the

improvement in the quality of jobs being

added, and a still–accommodative Federal

Reserve, the U.S. macroeconomic outlook

for 2015 represents the most upbeat

assessment of economic prospects during

the post–recession period.” The headwinds

include a still–shaky global economy and a

meaningful dip in oil prices that is likely to

impact both oil production and capital

spending.

Broadway said his company has been in

a hiring mode. It has added four new

employees this year “and will bring on one

or two more in January.”

One part of the equation helping to

boost the workload of commercial general

contractors is the increasing availability of

financing for construction projects.

In general, the uptick reflects some ease

of bank–lending standards, a greater focus

on real–estate development by the

investment community, and more construc-

tion–bond measures passed, according to

the 2015 “Dodge Construction Outlook,” a

mainstay in construction–industry

forecasting and business planning.

Adam Broadway, right, is the president and chief executive officer of Certified General Contractors in Melbourne, which specializes in commercial
building. Ryan Runte is executive vice president. Their firm has added a number of employees as it prepares for a year of growth in 2015. Certified General
Contractors is working in the local market with new building projects as well as in Orlando and Jacksonville.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Zonta Club of Melbourne, page 17

Zonta Club to host ‘Chocolate Festival’ March 1 at Eau Gallie Civic Center;
group takes stance, event to feature only Fair Trade, single–origin products
By Ken Datzman

One of the most popular community fund–raisers for

the Zonta Club of Melbourne has been its annual “Choco-

late Festival,” a full–fledged dip into the world of cocoa,

bringing together pastry chefs, restaurateurs, and

connoisseurs from around the region for a day of chocolate

indulgence.

The program, held annually in the spring, includes the

fiercely contested “Brevard’s Best Chocolate Fix” competi-

tion, and the Chocolate Buffet, a crowd favorite.

“The Chocolate Festival is the brainchild of Christine

Tomasetti (current treasurer of the Zonta Club of

Melbourne). At the time, we were trying to come up with

an event that would set us apart in the fund–raising

community. We had worn out the fashion–show circuit and

a number of other benefits. So we were looking for

something new and Christine suggested creating a fund–

raiser around chocolate,” said Doris Larson, vice president

of the Zonta Club of Melbourne.

The Zonta Club of Melbourne’s mission is to improve

the status of women in society, which includes working

toward eliminating “human trafficking” and “violence

against women” in general.

The public–service–driven club has built a successful

event around chocolate and has raised money for its

service projects in the community, including support for

the Salvation Army’s Sue M. Pridmore Center for Women

and Children in Melbourne.

Hundreds of people typically attend the Chocolate

Festival each year, with businesses signing on as sponsors.

Zonta Club members have worked hard to attract a wider

audience and build sponsorship dollars, which they have.

For years, everything was running smoothly for the

club as it planned and organized the Chocolate Festival.

“Then about two years ago, after doing extensive

research in the production of chocolate, we learned that

cocoa was being harvested by slaves in Africa. Those slaves

are little boys who do not have to bend far to harvest the

cocoa beans,” said Larson, whose club is affiliated with

Zonta International.

She added, “As an organization, we faced a dilemma.

This is our major fund–raiser. How do we promote it when

we’re trying to stop slavery in the cocoa fields? We decided

to use the Chocolate Festival as a tool to better educate the

public and raise awareness about this issue as we promote

it in the community.”

“We had to make some changes for the Chocolate

Festival, and we did,” said Sandy Michelson, a board

member of the Zonta Club of Melbourne.

More than 70 percent of the world’s supply of cocoa

comes from a couple of countries nestled on the southern

shore of West Africa, according to the International Labor

Rights Forum, or ILRF. The chocolate industry earns an

estimated $110 billion a year, yet many of the farmers who

grow cocoa live in poverty. The crop is lucrative for

governments and international traders. Cocoa beans

harvested in Asia and South America, though, are

relatively “slave–free.”

The ILRF has launched the Fair Trade Campaign,

aimed at developing innovative solutions that empower

farmers and hold companies accountable for the working

conditions in their supply chains,

Locally, the Chocolate Festival will be promoting the

use of “slave–free Fair Trade chocolate” throughout its

event in 2015. “This year,” said Larson, who was a merger

and acquisition specialist and a small–business consultant

in Maryland before retiring and moving to Florida, “all the

competitors in Brevard’s Best Chocolate Fix have agreed to

use slave–free or sole–sourced chocolate. We made that a

requirement, and they all agreed enthusiastically.”

Competitors are asked to provide 400 bite–size samples

of their chocolate creations. The products must be made in

a Brevard County–licensed kitchen.

Businesses interested in donating chocolate creations

for the buffet and promoting their business are also asked

to use only Fair Trade and single–origin chocolate

products. The buffet will feature samples of products that

are readily available at area retail outlets and at Internet

stores.

The 11th annual Chocolate Festival is from 11 a.m. to

The Zonta Club of Melbourne is recruiting businesses and individual sponsors for its 11th ‘Chocolate Festival,’ a fund–raising event
set for March 1 at the Eau Gallie Civic Center. Tickets are sold at ZontaSpaceCoast.org and at the door the day of the Festival. From
left: Zonta Club members Christine Tomasetti, Doris Larson, and Sandy Michelson, who are busy planning for the event, which attracts
hundreds of people throughout the region.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Dr. Oppenheimer of Clevens Face and
Body Specialists earns certification from
American Board of Plastic Surgery

Clevens Face and Body Specialists recently an-

nounced that Dr. Adam Oppenheimer has received board

certification from The American Board of Plastic Surgery

Inc.

The mission of that organization is to “promote safe,

ethical, efficacious plastic surgery to the public by

maintaining high standards for the education, examina-

tion, certification, and maintenance of certification of

plastic surgeons as specialists and subspecialists.”

To be eligible for board certification, the physician is

required to have graduated from an accredited medical

school and completed at least five years of additional

training as a resident surgeon in an accredited program.

This includes a minimum of five years of residency

training in all areas of surgery, including at least two

years devoted entirely to plastic surgery. The doctor then

must pass comprehensive written and oral examinations

evaluating the professional, ethical, moral, physical, and

mental capacity of the candidate.

Dr. Oppenheimer is a third–generation plastic

surgeon. He is a Yale University graduate who earned

his professional degree from the University of Rochester

School of Medicine and Dentistry. Dr. Oppenheimer then

completed an integrated Plastic Surgery residency at the

University of Michigan and a pediatric plastic–surgery

fellowship at Washington’s Seattle Children’s Hospital.

Dr. Oppenheimer is a “recognized expert in plastic

and reconstructive surgery as well as laser technology in

plastic surgery.”

Clevens Face and Body Specialists is a state–of–the–

art, multi–specialty practice, with offices in Melbourne,

Suntree, Merritt Island and Vero Beach. The practice

offers expertise in cosmetic surgery of the face, breast and

body.

His colleague, Dr. Ross Clevens, is a nationally

recognized, double board certified facial plastic and

reconstructive surgeon. A noted educator, author,

lecturer and innovator in the field of facial plastic

surgery, Dr. Clevens is a graduate of Yale University,

Harvard Medical School, and completed his residency

and advanced fellowship at the University of Michigan.

Their practice specializes in plastic surgery of the

breast and body.

Adult basketball team registration begins
The Viera Community Center is accepting team

registrations for its 2015 winter 40–plus Adult Basket-

ball League. The fee is $345 per team, which includes a

10–game regular–season schedule along with a single–

elimination playoff. The league is limited to the first 10

teams that register and make the payment. Games are

played on Mondays beginning at 6:45 p.m., with the first

week scheduled to start Jan. 12. Teams are comprised of

players who are age 40 and older. However, players in

the 35–39 age bracket are permitted on teams with the

rule of only “one under–aged” player on the court at any

given time during games. To register for the league,

contact the Viera Community Center at 433–4891.
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Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP®

Private Wealth Advisor

Flammio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

ANNUAL WINE DINNER
AND AUCTIONSymphony

For The Palate
NoAn evening of fine wine, dinner, silent and live 

auctions to benefit your Brevard Symphony Orchestra.

Saturday, January 31, 2015 at 6pm
Suntree Country Club

For Tickets & Information:
Call 321.242.2024 - Online at BREVARDSYMPHONY.COM

This is a sponsorship-only event. Last day to order is Friday, January 23, 2015 by 5:00pm. 
Dates, times, and program subject to change. Sorry, no refunds or exchanges.
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Examining bubble formation and release from an electrode

in the low fluid shear environment on ISS will provide

data relevant for multiple industries, including medical

device manufacturers and pharmaceutical companies.

The Evopump has many applications on Earth because

its convenience and small size overcomes many of the

obstacles that discourage patients from using pumps for

continuous controlled delivery of medicines such as insulin.

l Dr. Robert Applegate from Novopyxis seeks to

improve a patent–pending device, “Droplette,” for drug

delivery directly through skin contact. Droplette can

deliver drug molecules up to 60 percent larger than current

topical treatments deep into the skin over broad or uneven

surface areas. By studying how the drugs penetrate and

spread once they’ve entered a matrix mimicking human

skin, the company may be able to improve the accuracy of

drug delivery. Performing these studies in the absence of

gravity will give a more accurate representation of how

this drug penetration process works in the human body.

l Harrison Bralower of SQZ Biotechnologies will

investigate the effects of microgravity on an experimental

technology, the “CellSqueeze platform,” a novel method for

delivering large molecules into targeted cells by using a

microfluidic chip to physically squeeze cells. The

CellSqueeze platform opens pores in the cell membrane

without harming the cell to increase the efficiency of

molecule delivery by 10– to 100–fold over current tech-

niques. This research may even lead to improved tissue

engineering capabilities and advances in regenerative

medicine.

“This series of awards represents an opportunity to

incentivize entrepreneurs with the tools and resources that

they will need to leverage the ISS National Lab for their

research endeavors,” said CASIS Director of Business

Development Cynthia Bouthot. “Additionally, this

provided an opportunity for us to partner with The Boeing

Co. and MassChallenge in an effort to showcase all our

interests in seeing innovative research sent to the station

to benefit life on Earth.”

“It will allow researchers the opportunity to take

advantage of this one–of–a–kind research platform,” added

Boeing’s ISS Program Manager John Shannon. “Boeing is

proud to work alongside CASIS and MassChallenge as we

work to bring about great research and potentially

groundbreaking discovery through ISS investigations.”

This year’s winning flight projects selected for awards

through the MassChallenge Startup Accelerator had to

incorporate science or technology initiatives that would

effectively utilize and benefit from ISS National Lab

capabilities.

The technical and flight–project support provided by

Boeing will combine with that from CASIS to award a total

of $600,000 to the selected companies for ISS National

Laboratory flight projects.

CASIS will continue to work with additional

MassChallenge proposers from the “Technology in Space”

sidecar prize to build on their ideas and potentially turn

them into flight–ready projects.

To learn more about the MassChallenge Startup

Accelerator, visit MassChallenge.org/Accelerator.

CASIS, Boeing Co. partner to award research financial support through MassChallenge Startup Accelerator
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — The Center for the

Advancement of Science in Space (CASIS) and The Boeing

Co. have awarded three entrepreneurial researchers

financial support through the MassChallenge Startup

Accelerator.

In April, both entities announced their intention to

collaborate on the “Technology in Space” sidecar prize

through MassChallenge. CASIS is the nonprofit organiza-

tion responsible for managing and promoting research

onboard the International Space Station (ISS) U.S.

National Laboratory. Boeing is the ISS sustaining

engineering contractor responsible for the successful

integration of vehicle and payload hardware and software

for the orbiting laboratory.

MassChallenge is the “largest–ever” startup accelerator

and the first to support high–impact, early stage entrepre-

neurs without taking any equity. Its four–month accelera-

tor program offers “world–class mentorship,” free office

space, $1 million in cash awards, and up to $10 million

through in–kind support.

MassChallenge alumni have collectively raised more

than $360 million in outside funding, generated nearly

$100 million in revenue, and created more than 3,000 jobs

since 2010.

Below is an overview of the projects awarded:

l Larry Alberts of CamMed LLC will examine the use

of electrolysis to generate bubbles to improve methods of

drug delivery and precision dosage control in CamMed’s

“Evopump.” The Evopump is a small, bandage–like pump

that can deliver medications directly through the skin.
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You ready to Deal?
If yer feeling rustled and hustled 

don’t git in a tussle,
If ya been torn up and worn down 

don’t  just Nelly around,

See Sheriff JW 
at ,

best pre-owned  ever found.

Who knew?
We’d make luxury 

affordable . . .

SheriffJW@genxmotors.com • Mobile: 321-693-5156 Domestics Too

Bently, next exit . . . 
 it!
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TLC Engineering names Michael
Sheerin to succeed Debra Lupton as
chief executive officer of company

ORLANDO — TLC Engineering for Architecture

Inc.’s Board of Directors recently announced that

Michael Sheerin has been named to succeed Debra

Lupton as chief executive officer of the firm.

Sheerin, currently serving as the firm’s director of

health–care engineering, was selected by the board

following an extensive search of internal and

external candidates. Sheerin will assume the role in

early 2015, “with an orderly transition” until

Lupton’s retirement on May 1.

“While health care has been TLC’s biggest single

market, we have a diverse range of projects in

education, offices, transportation, sports, hospitality,

technology consulting, energy services and wonderful

clients that trust and seek our expertise,” said

Sheerin. “And with almost 300 LEED– certified

projects, our leadership in sustainable design is

unsurpassed. Our engineers do amazing, high–

profile work throughout the country and beyond, but

our greatest successes are the relationships we

build.”

He added, “We are a great firm and I am excited

to help guide us into our 60th year — and many

more.” Sheerin graduated from The City College of

New York with a bachelor’s degree in mechanical

engineering and had design and contracting experi-

ence in New York City and Washington D.C., before

joining TLC in 1995.

“Michael brings 20 years of tenure and significant

leadership experience with TLC,” said Lupton. “He

has been intimately involved in the evolution of the

firm and contributing to robust growth and profit-

ability. He is a strategic thinker and relationship–

builder focused on executing our vision to be creators

of high performance buildings as trusted engineering

advisors. I’m delighted that he’s accepted the

challenge and will enjoy working with him to

transition the CEO role and plan TLC’s future.”

In addition to overseeing TLC’s health–care

practice firm–wide and his involvement on national

health–care standards, Sheerin has held key roles in

the design of many award–winning projects, includ-

ing the Fort Benning Martin Army Community

Hospital, Nemours Children’s Hospital in Lake

Nona, numerous Florida Hospital projects and more.

He chairs the ASHRAE “SPC 189.3P Design,

Construction and Operations of Sustainable, High

Performance Health–Care Facilities” and is vice

chairman of ASHRAE “170 Ventilation of Health–

Care Facilities” standard, as well as being involved

in other professional organizations within his

industry.

Robert Danner, with more than 30 years of

experience at TLC designing and managing health–

care projects will assume management of TLC’s

Health–care Operations Group as Sheerin transi-

tions into the CEO role.

Visit www.TLC–Engineers.com for more informa-

tion about the firm.
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IN A FINANCIAL WORLD OF  
X’S AND O’S — WHAT’S YOUR

?

FirstWaveFinancial.com

A WealthCoach® at FirstWave Financial can help get you to your  
wealth management goals– in a more simplified and easier way.

Call 321.773.7773 today for your complimentary consultation.

Serving the Space Coast for 20 Years
FINANCIAL PLANNING. WEALTH MANAGEMENT. ASSET PROTECTION.

TM

Laura Chiesman, WealthCoach® 
Vice President of Client Services
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Certified General Contractors Inc.
Continued from page 10

“Financing for commercial projects is much improved

over recent years,” said Broadway, who is actively involved

with Junior Achievement of the Space Coast. “We are

seeing this on the local level. I think the banks are doing a

better job of prequalifying people for these types of loans. It

helps us. When a client gets a bank loan, we know they are

financially strong.”

Interest rates for the near term should stay low,

according to Dodge, which forecasts a commercial–building

increase of 15 percent in 2015, up a bit from 2014. Office

construction has assumed a leading role in the commer-

cial–building upturn, aided by expanding private develop-

ment as well as healthy construction activity related to

technology and finance firms.

The construction portfolio of Certified General Contrac-

tors is diversified, with new retail and medical projects

pacing the way. The company is building a new Starbucks

store in Cocoa Beach. These stores are typically around

2,100 square feet. Broadway’s firm has built other stores

for Starbucks in Brevard County.

At its December investor conference, Starbucks

unveiled its five–year plan to accelerate growth. One of the

company’s “seven strategies” includes growing the store

footprint with “disciplined expansion.” Starbucks says it

sees 47 million transactions each week in its 12,000 U.S.

stores.

In Cocoa Beach, Certified General Contractors is

building a freestanding two–tenant retail facility. One of

the businesses there will be Jimmy John’s, a fast–growing

gourmet sandwich company with more than 2,000 stores.

Jimmy John’s targets communities where the “day-

time” employee population is greater than 8,000 within a

three–minute drive, and more than 20,000 people with a

five–minute drive.

Certified General Contractors is working projects in

other sectors, including for the government and financial

institutions. It is finishing the new City of Cocoa Beach

Fire Station No. 51, for example.

In Orlando, the firm has under construction two new

bank branches for BB&T, which is growing internally and

again through acquisition. BB&T recently announced a

deal to acquire Pennsylvania–based Susquehanna

Bancshares, a play to expand BB&T’s footprint in the Mid–

Atlantic region. Susquehanna is a top–50 bank with

$18.6 billion in assets.

Earlier this year, BB&T acquired The Bank of Ken-

tucky and also picked up some branches from Citibank in

Texas. BB&T operates a number of branches in Brevard

County.

Certified General Contractors is also doing renovation

work for customers on International Drive in Orlando.

Locally, it is building a new 31,000–square–foot facility

for Suntree Internal Medicine at the Suntree Viera

Professional Park (Wickham Road and Pineda Court).

Broadway said his team is “very excited about 2015 and

the opportunities to continue to grow our business, locally

and in other markets.”

UF and UCF Alumni Clubs team up to host first ‘Gator Knight’ social set Jan. 15
The Space Coast Gator Club and Space Coast University of Central Florida Alumni Chapter will host the first

“Gator Knight” — a UCF and UF Alumni Club Wine–Tasting Social and Networking gathering at 6:15 p.m. on Jan 15 at

Crispy’s Beer and Wine Bar, 604 Barnes Road in Rockledge. “Eric Bragna, UCF chapter president, and I came up with

the idea since we have a lot of ‘houses divided,’ and we are friendly rivals,” said Rich Rosa, the Space Coast Gator Club

director of community relations and membership. “It gives both clubs a chance to branch out and increase their network-

ing opportunities in Brevard. This event will sell out quickly.”

There will be finger foods to complement the wine–tasting, as well as free raffles for prizes. Certified Financial

Planner Mary Baldwin, of Baldwin and Associates, will speak to the group on the importance of saving for retirement.

Seating for this event is limited to 100 people. Tickets are $5 in advance and $10 at the door, if available. To make a

reservation, Space Coast Gators can e–mail the club at SpaceCoastGatorClub@gmail.com, and Space Coast UCF Alumni

can e–mail SpaceCoast@UCFAlumni.com. For further information about this event, go to SpaceCoastGatorClub.com or

UCFAlumni.com/SpaceCoast.
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Melbourne Central 

Catholic High School

January 26 
 9 AM - 2 PM

Melbourne
321-727-0793

St. Joseph 
Catholic School

January 25 
9  AM - Noon  
January 27 
9 AM - 2 PM

Palm Bay
321-723-8866

Divine Mercy 
Catholic Academy

January 25 
9 AM - Noon 

January 26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM
Merritt Island
321-452-0263

St. Mary’s 
Catholic School

January 25 
9 AM - Noon 

January 27 
9 AM - 2 PM & 6 - 8 PM 

Rockledge
321-636-4208

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School

January 26 
9 AM - 2 PM & 5 – 7 PM 

Melbourne
321-723-3631 

Ascension 
Catholic School

 January  26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM  
January  29 

6 PM - 7:30 PM 
Melbourne

321-254-1595 

Our Saviour 
Catholic School

January 26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM
Cocoa Beach

321-783-2330

St. Teresa 
Catholic School

January 26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM

Titusville
321-267-1643

Holy Name of Jesus 
Catholic School

January 27 
 9 AM - 2 PM

Indialantic
321-773-1630

Open House Week: January 25 - 30, 2015
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Dr. Zeini named as an ‘inspirational
leader’ in hospice and palliative–care
medicine by a leading organization

Dr. Mina Zeini, medical director at the Hospice of

St. Francis’ Edward M. Poe Hospice Care Center, has been

named an “inspirational leader” in hospice and palliative

medicine under the age of 40, by the American Academy of

Hospice and Palliative Medicine (AAHPM).

The organization asked its 5,000 members to

nominate individuals who are the young leaders in the

field. Dr. Zeini is one of the physicians recognized by her

peers for innovation in and dedication to the medical

specialty of hospice and palliative medicine and AAHPM.

The winners will be recognized at the AAHPM and

HPNA Annual Assembly in Philadelphia in February.

“These individuals are enhancing care for seriously ill

patients and their families through innovation, education,

mentoring and clinical care,” said Dr. Jean Kutner,

president of the Academy.

Hospice is a specific type of palliative care for patients

whose life expectancy is likely to be six months or less.

Hospice also helps patients and families understand their

treatment options and make decisions about their care,

and provides information on spiritual and psychosocial

services, support for family and caregivers and grief

counseling.

Dr. Zeini received her medical degree from the Univer-

sity of Florida in 2001 and completed her family medicine

residency serving as chief resident in 2004. Her geriatric

fellowship training was completed at Florida Hospital,

where she was preceptor to medical students, residents

and fellows. Her expertise earned her the position of

assistant clinical professor in the Department of Geriatrics

at Florida State University. She is also a part of the

volunteer faculty at the University of Central Florida

College of Medicine in Orlando.

Dr. Zeini is certified in hospice and palliative–care

medicine, geriatrics and family medicine by the American

Board of Medical Specialties. She is also a Certified

Medical Director in long–term care by the American

Medical Directors Association. Dr. Zeini says she is

“passionate” about achieving excellence in end–of–life care.

“This award is a highlight in my career and is a

reflection of my commitment to geriatrics and end–of–life

care in particular,” she said. “I truly feel it is an honor and

privilege to assist patients and families in very difficult

times. I am humbled that my colleagues chose me to

receive such a prestigious award.”

For more information on this award, including the list

of the winners, visit www.AAHPM.org.

National Realty recognizes top performers
Gale Bray, broker of National Realty of Brevard, has

announced her company’s top–performing Realtors for

October. At the Indialantic office, Gail Fischer was top

lister, while J.R. Kaiser was the top seller and top pro-

ducer. Melbourne: Maria Kaps, top lister and top producer;

Patrick McLoughlin, top seller. Palm Bay: Diane DeYorgi,

top lister; Amy Jupin, top seller; and Steve Scheller, top

producer. And Viera: Debbie Schmid, top lister; Jessica

Lagios, top seller; and Larry Leaman, top producer.
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Secure your future with a career in cybersecurity. 
Contact us today to learn more. 

spacecoast@webster.edu or 321-449-4500 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
 

CYBERSECURITY 

New program starts in Merri  Island on January 6th! 
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Zonta Club of Melbourne
Continued from page 11

3 p.m. on Saturday, March 1, at the Eau Gallie Civic

Center on Highland Avenue in Melbourne. Tickets are $20

in advance and $25 at the door the day of the event. There

is also a $35 “With–a–Kick” admission that includes wine

or chocolate martinis. The event tickets are sold at

ZontaSpaceCoast.org, or call 952–1443 or 729–0755. They

are also sold at area businesses including Yellow Dog Café

and Grimaldi Candies.

Additional Information about the Chocolate Festival

and the forms to compete in the contest are on the website.

The club is seeking volunteers for the event, too.

Chocolate Festival guests will be treated to samples of

chocolate confections, cakes, desserts, appetizers and

beverages. Each guest casts a vote for “Brevard’s Best

Chocolate Fix” of 2015.

Businesses and individuals have the opportunity to

become involved as sponsors. “We need sponsors,” said

Tomasetti. “The sponsorship levels range from $200 to

$1,000.” Each sponsor package features various amenities.

For instance, the $1,000 “Support the Advancement of the

Status of Women Worldwide” sponsorship includes a full–

page advertisement on the inside or the back cover of the

2015 Chocolate Festival program.

The $1,000 sponsor also receives eight tickets to the

event, their website linked on www.ZontaSpaceCoast.org

for 12 months, and their firm’s name on the Chocolate

Festival tray–liner. “The attendees are given a tray when

they enter the Chocolate Festival. The top sponsors of the

event are shown on the tray liner,” said Tomasetti, adding,

“Businesses have repeatedly helped us with the event

through sponsorships, and we’re grateful for that. We have

a lot of longtime business sponsors. Private individuals

have supported the event, too.”

“Sandy Michelson’s father, Harry Michelson, has been a

sponsor since year–one of the Chocolate Festival,” said

Tomasetti. “He has really helped us get our fund–raisers

off the ground.”

The sponsors as of presstime include Wren Insurance,

Roof Doctor, Precision Installations, Residence Inn–

Melbourne/Courtyard by Marriott–Melbourne, Lola

Mitchell, Dave and Liz Rollert, and Dave and Christine

Tomasetti.

The Zonta Club of Melbourne was established in 1983.

It is open to both men and women, “but our focus for

assistance is on helping women,” said Larson.

Most of the members are businessowners or business

professionals. Christine Tomasetti was a contract adminis-

trator. She is now “semi–retired,” while Michelson was the

condominium manager at Greenwood Village in West

Melbourne for 25 years.

The Zonta Club of Melbourne is the only Zonta Club in

Brevard County, said Larson, adding that Zonta recently

established a new club in Orlando. “We’re proud of that.”

She said each club develops its own service projects in the

community. “Our focus is on the Sue M. Pridmore Center

for homeless women and their children. We have been

working with them for around six years.”

Recently, the Zonta Club of Melbourne expanded its

fund–raising efforts in the community and created a

5K Walk–Run event. All members of the club are volun-

teers. There is no paid staff. Larson says “100 percent” of

the money raised goes to the club’s service projects.

The club also raises funds through its sale of “Historic

Brevard Ornaments” available for purchase year–round at

Meehan’s Office Products in downtown Melbourne. The

program started nearly 15 years ago.

The club’s 2014 ornament entry is Del’s Freez. The

collection includes The Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse,

The Henegar Center for the Performing Arts, the Ice Plant

Building, the State Bank of Eau Gallie, Melbourne Beach

Pier, Big Orange Welcome Stand, and the Rocket Garden

at the Kennedy Space Vistors Complex. The ornaments

are $30 with a stand and $25 without.

The proceeds benefit the Young Women in Public

Affairs Scholarship, the Jane M. Klausman Business

Scholarship, the Zonta/Meehan’s Scholarship, the Zonta/

Yellow Dog Café Culinary Scholarship, and numerous

community programs that are designed to improve the

lives of women and raise the awareness of “our fight

against human trafficking,” said Larson.

Details about these scholarships and the deadlines for

applications are on the club’s website. “We are trying to do

as much as we can to assist students in the region through

these various scholarships. That’s why our Chocolate

Festival is such an important event for us. We would love

to see 500 or more people attend the Festival this year. It’s

always a fun event,” said Larson.
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Local Decisions.
Experienced Lenders.
Competitive Rates.
Flexible Terms.
Service Excellence.

ccuFlorida.org 

We could go on but just call 
us and we’ll be happy to tell 
you more...and prove it.

Experience CCU Commercial Lending

Membership share account with a one-time fee of $5 is required. 
Membership is available to Brevard, Orange, Osceola, Indian River, 
Volusia, & Polk County residents.  Contact CCU to determine rates and 
eligibility.  Federally insured by NCUA.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

A Member-Owned Cooperative.

Jim Chastain, 321.637.3205
chastainj@ccuFlorida.org

Rick Roach, 321.637.3129
roachr@ccuFlorida.org

NuVantage Insurance is expanding its first
class quality customer service to meet the
insurance needs of your commercial and
business properties and services.

West Melbourne
1542 S Wickham Road

253-9000
Melbourne

1482 Pineapple Avenue

www.NuVantageInsurance.com

Coverage and
Service You Deserve
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‘Broadway by the Beach’
Continued from page 1

the function. The presenting company, for example, will

see its logo above the title on posters, on collateral, on

advertisements, on the Facebook event page, and on the

Chamber website. The amenities also include a half–page

advertisement in the event program, as well as a reserved

table (10 tickets) in “premium seating, preferred parking,

and personal–waiter service.”

The individual giving levels start at $100–$249. For full

details on sponsorships at all price points, call the Cham-

ber at 459–2200.

Jeremy Merrifield is the son of Mike and Jeanna

Merrifield. Jeanna Merrifield and partner Sherri McCoy

run Wild Ocean Seafood Market in Cape Canaveral and

Titusville. The business sells local, wild–caught seafood.

Jeanna Merrifield is the 2015 incoming chairwoman of

the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber. Her company is one of

the sponsors of “Broadway by the Beach.” She is also the

one who came up with the idea to reach out to her son in

New York City to get his feelings and those of his col-

leagues about performing “Songs for a New World” in

Brevard County, and adding a whole new twist to the

Chamber’s Installation festivities.

“Through the vision of Jeanna Merrifield, chairwoman–

elect of the Chamber, we will be able to showcase a New

York Broadway production at our annual Installation

Dinner,” said Nancy Brower, the current chairwoman of

the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber and senior vice

president at Community Bank of the South on Merritt

Island.

“It was Jeanna’s vision to offer a cultural experience for

our Chamber partners and to the community, which will

keep our Chamber on the cutting edge of Chambers in the

Southeastern United States. This is a very exciting time

for the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce,”

added Brower, whose bank is a sponsor of “Broadway by

the Beach.”

Webster said that Jeanna Merrifield was “trying to

think of ways to inspire the board members for the new

year, while making things fun and kicking off 2015 in a

way the Chamber hasn’t seen before.”

Jeanna Merrifield called her son in New York City and

told him of her grand plan for that evening, and mentioned

that a portion of the proceeds from the event would be

donated to the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber’s Arts

Fund benefiting local art organizations and educational

programs. His response about coming back to the Space

Coast for a performance: “Let’s bring this show to town!”

and combine it with the Gala.

This is a homecoming for Jeremy Merrifield, a multi–

talented writer, director, producer, actor, and entrepre-

neur. He has worked on more than 50 stage and film

productions in varying roles and capacities. His production

company, “Dream Three,” was started in 2013 with the

development of three–time Tony Award–winning com-

poser Jason Robert Brown’s “Songs for a New World,” with

an aim for a New York commercial production. Dream

Three is also developing the original television series “For

Real,” for which Jeremy Merrifield is the writer–director

and stars alongside Tony Award–winner Nikki James and

Rory O’Malley.

Recently, Jeremy Merrifield cofounded and launched

the creative studio Jupiter Highway to develop original

content and provide integrated marketing and storytelling

services to the next generation of entertainment projects

and innovative brands. “It’s amazing what the local actors

and actresses have gone on to achieve in their fields,” said

Webster. “The talent that is coming out of Central Florida

is exceptional. Jeremy is a shining example.”

Jeremy Merrifield’s training began at area community

theaters and school programs. He gained experience

participating in The Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse’s

“Stars of Tomorrow” program for youngsters, at Surfside

Playhouse in Cocoa Beach, the Titusville Playhouse, The

Henegar Center for the Performing Arts in Melbourne,

The Children’s Community Theater in Rockledge, and

Brevard County Public Schools.

One of his local mentors was Staci Hawkins–Smith, the

executive director of The Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse.

“We always knew that with his talent, Jeremy would be

successful in the performing arts. He was always very

creative in the ‘Stars of Tomorrow’ program. He helped

create many wonderful performances at the Playhouse.”

She added, “I am so happy that, now as a professional, he

is bringing this production (Broadway by the Beach) to our

community.”

“Mike and I are very proud of Jeremy,” said his mother.

“Jeremy has had a passion for the arts his entire life. We

watched him read books and stay up all night writing

screen plays. He would turn our house from a living area

into a full–blown stage, while making all his siblings and

any friends who came over be a part of the next play.”

She added, “He performed in community theaters all

over Brevard County — at The Historic Cocoa Village

Playhouse, Surfside Playhouse, The Henagar Center and

the Titusville Playhouse, along with participating in

programs offered by the local schools, both in high school

(Merritt Island) and at Brevard Community College (now

Eastern Florida State College). There have been so many

people in our community who have encouraged him to

pursue writing, directing, performing, and producing. We

are very excited he is bringing this amazing production to

Brevard County for everyone to enjoy.”

The dinner that evening will be provided by Wild Ocean

Seafood Market, said Webster. “It’s going to be a healthy

farm and sea–to–table dinner.”

“Broadway by the Beach” is a thank–you to Brevard

County, Jeremy Merrifield said in a column he wrote for

the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber newsletter. He

summarizes his early years in Brevard learning about

acting, performing, and producing.

“I was enchanted by my first acting class, which I took

along with a handful of other kids, taught by Bruce

Reynolds at The Children’s Community Theater in

Rockledge. I was encouraged to write (and produce) with

Staci Hawkins–Smith as part of The Historic Cocoa Village

Playhouse’s ‘Stars of Tomorrow’ program. I learned to

dance in Jackie Stamp’s dance troupe at the Titusville

Ballet & Jazz Center. And I found my singing voice with

one of the best teachers I’d ever have as part of Merritt

Island High School’s choir program, under the direction of

Ms. Emily Current.”

He continued, “That training would let me be part of

several local theater productions directed by people like

Bryan Bergeron at Surfside Players, Sandy Chamberlain

and Patty Peltz in the Summer Fine Arts Workshop (a

joint venture between then Brevard Community College

and Brevard Public Schools), Mary Paquin at Titusville

Playhouse and, of course, back at The Historic Cocoa

Village Playhouse with Staci Hawkins–Smith.”

Later, Jeremy Merrifield was selected to join Ann

Reinking’s prestigious Broadway Theatre Project in

Tampa, where he studied under such teachers as Ben

Vereen, Terrence Mann, Austin Pendleton, and John

Kander. From there he made his way to the Big Apple.

Jason Robert Brown’s “Songs for a New World” is a

cutting–edge show. He has been hailed “as one of

Broadway’s smartest and most sophisticated songwriters

since Stephen Sondheim” (“Philadelphia Inquirer”), and

Brown’s extraordinary, jubilant theater music” (“Chicago

Tribune”) has been heard all over the world, whether in

one of the hundreds of productions of his musicals every

year or in his own incendiary live performances. “The New

York Times” refers to him as a “leading member of a new

generation of composers who embody high hopes for the

American musical.”

Jason Robert Brown is the composer and lyricist of

“Parade,” “The Last Five Years,” “13,” “The Bridges of

Madison County,” and “Honeymoon in Vegas.”

Jason Robert Brown orchestral adaptation of E.B.

White’s novel “The Trumpet of the Swan” premiered at the

Kennedy Center with John Lithgow and the National

Symphony Orchestra. White was a longtime contributor to

the “New Yorker” magazine. But his legacy is co–authoring

the English language grammar guide “The Elements of

Style.” The guide is known today as “Strunk and White.”

Jessica Rush is a Central Florida native. She was part

of the award–winning theater program at West Orange

High School, currently directed by her father, Ken Rush.

She most recently appeared as Lorraine in the hit Broad-

way musical “Jersey Boys.” Other Broadway/National

Tour credits include “Guys and Dolls,” “Mamma Mia,” and

the title role of “Cinderella,” opposite the late, great jazz

singer Eartha Kit.

Michael James Scott is a Central Florida native, too,

and a graduate of Dr. Phillips High School, where he was

active in the Visual and Performing Arts Program.

Currently, he is playing The Genie in Disney’s “Aladdin”

on Broadway. Additional Broadway credits include “All

Shook Up,” “The Pirate Queen,” “Tarzan,” “Hair,” and

“Mamma Mia!” Scott is a graduate of the Conservatory of

Theatre Arts at Webster University, where he received a

bachelor of fine arts in musical theatre.

Ashley Brown recently made her solo Carnegie Hall

debut with the New York Pops in the critically acclaimed

holiday concert “Under the Mistletoe.” For her role as

Mary Poppins, she won a 2010 Garland Award for “Best

Performance in a Musical.” Her other Broadway credits

include Belle in “The Beauty and The Beast,” and she has

starred in Disney’s “On The Record.”

“There will be talent galore showcased at ‘Broadway by

the Beach’ and we are hoping that the community will

rally around the event through ticket purchases and

sponsorships. It’s going to a fun night,” said Webster.
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