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Anne Conroy–Baiter steers
JA as new president; looks
to grow its volunteer base

Anne Conroy–Baiter, right, who started her career at The Advisory Board Co. in Washington, D.C., was named president
of Junior Achievement of the Space Coast in 2014. Her varied career includes leadership positions in the nonprofit
sector. Natasha Cartagena Spencer, senior vice president and branch manager for Shelter Mortgage Co., is on the JA
board of directors. Spencer is also the committee chairwoman for the 2015 Business Hall of Fame event. Spencer started
with the organization as a volunteer in the classroom teaching JA programs.
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By Ken Datzman

SATELLITE BEACH — With a new state mandate being rolled out

in schools, Junior Achievement of the Space Coast is positioned to play

an increasingly important role filling gaps educating students in personal

finance, an area of public education that is woefully underserved.

The Great Recession has raised awareness of the importance of

money–management skills in a financial world that has become dizzy-

ingly complex to navigate, especially without grounding in the fundamen-

tals of finance.

Research trends show that financial education is effective, and it’s

best to acquire the knowledge early in life in order to make sound

money–management decisions that often have a long–term impact on

one’s life.

“The whole country has gone through the recent economic downturn

and I think we have learned a lesson. It’s preventive medicine at its core:

We need to reach kids early in life and equip them with financial–literacy

skills to help them make smart decisions with their money,” said Anne

Conroy–Baiter, the newly named president of Junior Achievement of the

Space Coast.

The Tufts University graduate added, “A lot of children have seen

their mother and father under tremendous stress throughout these tough

times. At Junior Achievement, we are teaching young people to ‘own’

their economic future.”

Nationally, Junior Achievement impacted more than 4.5 million

students in nearly 200,000 classrooms during the 2013–2014 school year.

Its volunteer–delivered kindergarten through 12th–grade programs

foster work–readiness, entrepreneurship, and financial–literacy skills.

In Brevard, Junior Achievement estimates it reaches 11,000 students

each year, with more than 76,000 hours of volunteers’ time.

As she settles in as the Junior Achievement leader in the region,

Conroy–Baiter said her vision for the organization is to “reach more

students, which is right in line with the mission of JA.”

“In order to do that, we need to raise more money and we need to

recruit more volunteers. And we’re making strides on both of those

initiatives. We’re building more collaborative partnerships with commu-

nity organizations, and we’re working with our board to become even

stronger.”

Junior Achievement of the Space Coast has between 200 and 300

volunteers who deliver its programs in classrooms during the school year.

These are corporate and community volunteers like Natasha Cartagena

Spencer, the senior vice president and branch manager for Shelter

Mortgage Co.

“I started as a volunteer with JA in 2012,” said Spencer. “My initial
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The local Commodore John Barry Chapter of the

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

recently installed a new junior member at its December

meeting, Lyndsey Wetzel.

Within the society, a junior member is a woman

between the ages of 18 and 35. She holds full membership

in both the national and state societies, and the chapter

level.

Junior members join DAR for a variety of reasons and

often do because a mother, grandmother or aunt is already

a member. Today’s junior members are college students,

young mothers and working professionals. Although often

busy, they still find time to contribute to DAR. Wetzel

comes from a “deep heritage of DAR,” spanning five

generations, all the way back to her great–great grand-

mother.

Junior members are “often crucial to the survival of a

society” as they are the group that will continue on the

work of the chapter long after the previous generation has

passed on.

Currently, the Commodore John Barry Chapter has 12

junior members. Renee Torpy and Erika Gunthorpe hold

the designation of Outstanding Junior Member for 2014

and 2013, respectively. Torpy was also awarded a Florida

State designation for her outstanding dedication during

the State FSSDAR conferences held in the spring and fall

of each year in Orlando, where she “paged” for both. Pages,

also known as the “Ladies in White” serve the society at

state conference, council meetings, teas, and other events.

A DAR member is eligible to serve as a page until her

41st birthday. Paging is a fun way to learn more about

DAR, make long–lasting friendships, and support the

society.

The National Society Daughters of the American

Revolution is a nonprofit, non–political volunteer women’s

service organization “dedicated to promoting patriotism,

preserving American history and securing America’s

future through better education for children.”

For more information on how you can join the organiza-

tion, visit www.DAR.org, or contact the chapter through

www. CommodoreJohnBarryDAR.com. Torpy is the Junior

Membership Chairwoman. Her e–mail address is

Renee2pin@gmail.com or call 750–1053.

Commodore John Barry Chapter of DAR welcomes new junior member Lyndsey Wetzel at recent meeting

National Realty of Brevard recognizes its top Realtors
Broker Gale Bray of National Realty has announced the agency’s top–performing Realtors for November. They are:

Indialantic office: Cary Kuschel, top lister; Gene Newberry, top seller; and J.R. Kaiser, top producer. Melbourne: Lisa

Ellison, top lister; and Maria Kaps, top seller and top producer. Palm Bay: Steve Scheller, top lister and top seller; and

Amy Jupin, top producer. And Viera: Larry Leaman, top lister; and Debbie Schmid, top seller and top producer.
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Lisa Rice, president of CareerSource Brevard,

participated in the U.S. Department of Labor–Organiza-

tion for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

Workshop on Workforce Development and Local Job

Creation Nov. 18–19 in Washington, D.C.

Rice was one of 75 high–level policy makers and work

force and economic development and education practitio-

ners selected in the U.S. and internationally to ensure the

voices of local stakeholders were “well represented.”

The workshop presented an opportunity to examine

how linkages between work–force development agencies,

economic development organizations, employers and

educational institutions can be further developed to boost

the quality and quantity of employment, and labor–force

participation.

The workshop highlighted both key international and

U.S. research findings and experiences from the OECD’s

work on this topic. The event also provided an opportu-

nity to discuss how best to take forward the Group of 20

policy priorities on local job creation.

The G–20 is the name given to the group of 20 finance

ministers and central bank governors from 20 of the

world’s largest economies, which includes 19 countries

and the European Union. The G–20 meets periodically to

discuss important issues related to the global economy,

such as international trade agreements, global energy

markets and the impact of population on worldwide

commerce.

“Key findings from the OECD’s comparative project in

12 countries (how employment and training agencies can

contribute to creating more and better quality jobs) when

placed in U.S. context, found the U.S. to be rated higher

than almost every area studied when it comes to work–

force initiatives and outcomes,” said Rice.

“However, countries such as Australia, Sweden and

Ireland are showing a greater employment success with

people with disabilities and showing higher outcomes

with their apprenticeship programs. This is something

the U.S. certainly needs to address. With the information

gathered from the workshop, CSB will be applying

international best practices to further develop its capacity

to deliver exceptional work–force services,” she added.

Workshop speakers included Chris Lu, deputy

Secretary of Labor, and Sylvain Giguère, head of division,

OECD Local Economic and Employment Development

program. The sessions featured topics such as “effective

local strategies to boost quality job creation, employment

and participation,” and “how to better align skills and

training systems with current demands.”

The workshop was hosted by the Bureau of Interna-

tional Labor Affairs, U.S. Department of Labor, The

Centre for Entrepreneurship, Small and Medium–Sized

Enterprises and Local Development, and the Organiza-

tion for Economic Cooperation and Development, with

the support of the European Commission DG Employ-

ment, Social Affairs and Inclusion.

For additional details about this event, visit

www.OECD.org/cfe/leed/workshop–washingtondc–

workforce–ljc.htm.

Go to www.CareerSourceBrevard.com for more

information about CareerSource Brevard’s services and

programs.

Lisa Rice of CareerSource Brevard attends international conference in Washington on strategies for job creation

League of Women Voters and Brevard Health Alliance to host ‘ACA Day’
The League of Women Voters of the Space Coast and Brevard Health Alliance are co–sponsoring “Affordable Care

Act Awareness Day” from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 21, at Brevard Health Alliance Clinic, 2120 Sarno Road

in Melbourne.

The program will provide an opportunity for Brevard residents to gather information and have questions answered

on the current status of the Act and Medicaid Health Care expansion in the state.

A Lunch–and–Learn session titled “ACA 101” will kick off the event at noon and a roundtable discussion on the ACA

and Florida Health Care expansion will be held at 5 p.m. Other presentations and health–related activities are being

arranged.

The event “will be especially helpful for those seeking health insurance, health–care professionals, case managers

and social workers.” The public is invited and the event is free of charge. For more information about the event, call

Jo Shim, committee co–chairwoman, at 431–9932.
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In speaking with a member of law enforcement, I was

told that many police officers have Type A personalities

and are trained to demonstrate what he termed “officer

presence.” His position was that the personality type

combined with legal authority, confidence and training in

escalation/de–escalation techniques are purposeful to

defuse potential situations and to deter criminal acts.

In his opinion, what many of us have sarcastically

called arrogance is considered a necessary tactic that

supports their ability to be effective in their role as officers

of the law.

In contrast, a retired police officer suggested there are

officers who are afraid and intimidated by black men. In

his opinion, this sets the stage for an increased number of

confrontations and arrests.

Whether it’s “officer presence,” fear, uncertainty or

some other factor, citizens deserve a system of law

enforcement that is fair, unbiased and constitutional.

But this issue is broader than just focusing on the

actions of the police. We need to examine the conditions in

black communities that create climates where these

situations are more likely to occur. We need to understand

the social, economic and political context in which poverty

in black communities is perpetuated. We need to under-

stand why black males are perceived as threatening and

intimidating. We need a system that ensures the rights

and liberties of all citizens are not infringed upon by

anyone, including the police.

Many are calling for community policing. But commu-

nity policing without a clear focus on crime risk factors

does not have an effect on crime.

The future will require learning how to exist in a multicultural society in America
By Vanessa Lopez–Littleton
UCF Forum columnist

Why should I have to tell my sons to respect the police?

My sons are both military veterans, the oldest having

serving in the U.S. Air Force in Afghanistan and the

younger in the U.S. Army in Iraq. Both served during

wartime campaigns.

I am certain my oldest son would respect the police and

would comply with any instructions given, provoked or not.

I worry about my younger son because he is a bit more

spirited and may be more confrontational with authority

he deems misplaced. I am more concerned than ever about

their safety in interacting with the police as well as in

some black communities across the country.

As a black parent, I have always told my sons to avoid

confrontation with police officers, respect authority and

know their own rights. Recent prominent cases have

increased my concern about their safety, if they were to

encounter a police officer.

The issues underlying criminal activity are complex and

a manifestation of many underlying societal issues. In

many black communities intergenerational poverty has

been fueled by poor–quality education systems, few jobs

and job training programs, a lack of social cohesion to

address shared concerns, and very few opportunities for

social mobility.

To address the myriad of social issues erupting in the

cities across America, we need localized strategic efforts to

interrupt the vicious cycle of poverty, end the culture of

poverty, identify and build trust among citizens and

government, and improve the health of people in urban

communities.

The way forward will require earnest mechanisms

where people can see their voices in action.

The way forward will require the development of

systems to build trust between citizens and government.

The way forward will require that we examine and

understand institutionalized racism and how it has

contributed to widespread disparities in health, education,

incarceration and many other outcomes.

The way forward will require everyone learning how to

exist in a multicultural/multiracial society.

If we can be successful, I don’t have to worry about

what I should tell my sons. My sons will be a part of a

system that treats them fairly. The burden will be on them

to be positive contributors to society.

ITG Realty teams up to present ‘Home Seller Seminar’ Jan. 22 in West Melbourne
ITG Realty will be teaming up with other local industry leaders to present a progressive “Home Seller Seminar” on

Thursday, Jan. 22, at 1455 S. Wickham Road in West Melbourne.

Experts from area firms Alliance Title, White House Inspections, Bella Casa Staging & Design, PODS, and Lowe’s will

share their professional knowledge and provide insider tips to anyone thinking about selling their home.

Guests will be free to wander from one station to another, spending as much or as little time with each expert as they

need based on the subject that interests them the most. Some of the topics covered will be “effective pricing strategies and

marketing plans,” “how to avoid closing delays,” “which repairs can make a difference in how fast you sell,” “decluttering

and staging to show your home in the best light,” and “budget–friendly ideas to improve curb appeal.”

“Our industry in general seems focused on providing information and services for buyers,” said Debbie Seiler, a

Realtor at ITG Realty in West Melbourne, “and while we definitely understand the importance of providing that service,

we see a need for more home–seller support which is often times overlooked.”

Reservations for the seminar may be made by calling 622–2701 or send an e–mail message to Admin@ITGRealty.com.

Guests will be asked to specify an arrival time between 5 and 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

CPR class set for Jan. 24 in Rockledge
Brevard County Parks and Recreation will offer an American Red Cross First Aid “CPR and Automated External

Defibrillator” class from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 24, at McLarty Park, 790 Barton Blvd. in Rockledge. The

class is open to the public. Participants are given the option to choose their level of certification. The class fees range from

$50 to $65. Participants must be at least 12 years old and must register and pay fees one week in advance to ensure the

proper student–to–instructor ratio. For additional information, call Debbie Bowling at 633–1874 or sending an e–mail

message to Debbie.Bowling@BrevardParks.com.

Buck Barefoot Band to perform Jan. 25
The Cocoa Beach Public Library will host “Music on a Sunday Afternoon: Buck Barefoot Band” at 2 p.m. on Jan. 25 in

the Community Room. The Buck Barefoot Band plays eclectic arrangements of blues, jazz, and country music in shows

that are “packed with exciting versions of standards and old favorites.” The library is at 550 N. Brevard Ave. For addi-

tional information about this community event, call 868–1104 or visit www.CocoaBeachPublicLibrary.org.

Vanessa Lopez–Littleton is a lecturer and internship
programs director in UCF’s School of Public Adminis-
tration. She can be reached at VLittlet@.edu.
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By Lee H. Hamilton

With the 114th Congress just underway, the political

world is focused intently on the road ahead. Taxes, trade,

immigration, climate change, job creation, the Affordable

Care Act, there’s a long list of issues and one burning

question: whether a Republican Congress and a Demo-

cratic President can find common ground.

Yet before we get worked up about what’s to come, we

need to take a hard look at the Congress that just ended

and ask a different question: Why was it such an abject

failure?

Let’s start with a basic number. According to the

Library of Congress, 296 bills were passed by the 113th

Congress and signed by the President. Just for

comparison’s sake, the “do–nothing Congress” of 1947–48

got 906 bills through. The Financial Times called this most

recent version “the least productive Congress in modern

U.S. history.” The only silver lining was that the cost of

running Congress was down 11 percent.

Congress failed most spectacularly on the basics. Not

one of the dozen annual appropriations bills passed, while

the budget resolution, which is supposed to set overall

fiscal policy, never even got to a vote. In both houses, the

leaders did what they could to make the legislative body of

the world’s greatest democracy as undemocratic as

possible. Senate Democratic Majority Leader Harry Reid

used legislative maneuvers to block amendments more

often during his time as majority leader than any of his

five predecessors. In the House, Republican leaders used

so–called “closed rules,” which prohibit amendments, a

record number of times. Both approaches denied by

legislative device the opportunity for Congress to work its

will.

When Congress did legislate, it did so in the worst

possible way — by using an “omnibus” spending bill into

which it crammed everything it could manage. The bill

was put together in a single week, guaranteeing minimal

study by the members of Congress who voted on it.

Ostensibly meant to fund the government through

Looking forward by looking back, as 114th Congress gets underway; leadership under pressure to perform
September, it contained a host of provisions that deserved

a full airing.

Instead, with virtually no public debate, Congress

multiplied the amount of money that wealthy donors can

give to the political parties; loosened regulations on Wall

Street; cut funding for the Environmental Protection

Agency, forcing it to its lowest staffing level in over two

decades; and hacked funding for the IRS. This last

measure, a gift to tax cheats, was an especially egregious

assault on ordinary taxpayers, who will now be asked to

foot a bill that robust enforcement of the tax laws would

have spared them.

Congress’s reliance on omnibus bills, which are written

in secret, has had a variety of pernicious effects. The

procedure violates every rule of good legislative process,

denying transparency and accountability. It allows Capitol

Hill to curry favor with all sorts of special interests but no

public reckoning. It forces — or allows — members to vote

for provisions that would have had little chance of surviv-

ing on their own. And it puts enormous power in the hands

of the leadership of both parties — not least because

lobbyists have come to understand that they need to have

a representative in the room where the omnibus is crafted,

and therefore they focus money and attention on leaders.

The last Congress maintained one other lamentable

trend: it took “oversight” to mean injecting its investiga-

tions with excessive partisanship — Benghazi, the IRS’s

examination of conservative groups, the VA’s mishandling

of health care for veterans — while forgetting the crucial,

ongoing oversight of government. It allowed itself to be

co–opted by the intelligence community, which persuaded

Congress to neglect a public debate on massive surveil-

lance, hacked the Senate’s computers, misled Congress

about the nature and extent of torture, and leaked

classified details to the media.

The congressional leadership is now under pressure to

show Americans that they can be successful. Let’s hope

they consider “success” to include avoiding the bad habits

of the past — by paying more attention to their constitu-

ents than to special interests; enforcing their own ethics

rules more vigorously; and most of all, following the

“regular order” based on 200 years of legislative experi-

ence, which would allow the full debate and votes Congress

needs to serve as a true coequal branch of government.

Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on
Congress at Indiana University. He was a
member of the U.S. House of Representatives
for 34 years. For information about its
educational resources and programs, visit
www.CenterOnCongress.org. Go to Facebook
to share your thoughts about Congress, civic
education, and the citizen’s role in representa-
tive democracy. “Like” us on Facebook at
“Center on Congress at Indiana University.”

Author, exercise physiologist Peña set to make presentation at the Titusville YMCA
Jimmy Peña, the founder of PrayFit Ministries, a “New York Times” best–selling author and the former exercise

physiologist to Tyler Perry, Mario Lopez and LL Cool J, will make a presentation at 6 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 25, at the

Titusville YMCA. The address is 2400 Harrison St.

Peña earned his bachelor’s degree in business management from Baylor University in 1994 and his master’s degree in

clinical exercise physiology from the University of Texas at Tyler in 1998. He is the former worldwide fitness director at

“Muscle & Fitness” magazine and author of the best–selling book “Extra Lean” with Mario Lopez.

The “PrayFit 33 Total Body Challenge” was released in December of 2011, and remained Amazon’s No. 1 “Hottest

New Release in Faith” for 53 days. The second DVD, “The PrayFit 33 Target Training System,” reached No. 1 on Amazon

in January 2013, and has remained one of its best–selling DVDs ever since.

His latest project, “The PrayFit Diet,” is published by Simon & Schuster and is available everywhere books are sold.
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Florida DEO names Cissy Proctor as
its chief of staff; mission is to promote
economic growth around the state

TALLAHASSEE — Jesse Panuccio, the Florida

Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) executive

director, recently announced that Cissy Proctor has been

named chief of staff.

“Cissy is an intelligent, effective, and dedicated

leader who is committed to DEO and its mission of

promoting economic growth for Florida families. I am

thrilled that she agreed to take on this new challenge

and am confident she will help DEO continue to

accomplish great things for Florida’s economy,” said

Panuccio.

“Over the past two years at DEO, I have focused on

enhancing accountability, transparency, and efficiency

throughout the department, strengthening our public–

private partnerships, and ensuring taxpayer dollars are

wisely invested and protected,” said Proctor. “Florida’s

economic future is bright and I look forward to helping

shape policy that continues to improve our economy and

get Floridians back to work.”

Proctor most recently served DEO as the director of

the Division of Strategic Business Development,

providing support for attracting businesses to Florida,

promoting the creation and expansion of existing

businesses, and “facilitating” the state’s economic

development partnerships.

She joined DEO in January 2013 as the deputy

legislative affairs director. Before joining DEO, Proctor

practiced law with the Tallahassee–based firm Bryant

Miller Olive, where she had a successful legal and

government–consulting practice. She earned both her

bachelor’s degree and law degree from Florida State

University. Porter is a magma cum laude law graduate.

Proctor began her new role on Jan 1.

The DEO combines the state’s economic, workforce,

and community development efforts. This new approach

“helps expedite economic development projects to fuel

job creation in competitive communities.”

For more information about the organization,

including resources for employers and job seekers, visit

www.FloridaJobs.org.

Pen Women Luncheon and Musical set Feb. 13
The Cape Canaveral Branch of the National League

of American Pen Women will host a Luncheon and

Musical at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 13, at the Indian

River Colony Club in Colony Hall. The address is 1936

Freedom Drive in Melbourne. The champagne lunch

begins at 12 p.m., with the musical to follow at 1 o’clock.

The cost is $20 per person. The program, which includes

a 50–50 drawing, is open to the public. “Unforgettable

songs” from the Silver Screen will be performed by

residents of the Indian River Colony Club. There will

also be a silent auction sponsored by artists, musicians,

and authors from the Pen Women to raise scholarship

money for their nonprofit organization to support

talented young women. For more information about this

event, contact Mia Crews at 720–9788 or go to

www.CanaveralPenWomen.org.
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Make a change this year… 
Apple designs their products to be powerful, capable, durable, and enjoyable to use. 

Whether you’re switching from PC, or simply upgrading to a new Mac, let us help you 
clear off that desk for a fresh start. Be sure to ask about our financing offers.

VISUAL DYNAMICS, INC.
2251 Town Center Avenue Suite 105 Viera, FL 32940 

(321) 433-0607 
694 Eau Gallie Blvd, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 

(321) 773-7788
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UCF’s Cyber Defense Team starts 2015 by taking top national prize at Championship Cup event

By Zenaida Gonzalez Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — The University of Central Florida’s

Cyber Defense Team has started the new year by taking

top honors in the Collegiate Cybersecurity Championship

Cup competition on Jan. 6.

Unlike other standalone competitions, the Collegiate

Cybersecurity Championship Cup recognizes the best

team in the nation for overall performance at multiple

cybersecurity competitions.

“I’m so proud of our student club members,” said

Thomas Nedorost, faculty adviser for the Collegiate Cyber

Defense Club and coach of the UCF Collegiate Cyber

Defense Competition Team. “They are an amazing group

and have worked very hard to not only be the best that

they can be, but to educate the community about how to

protect their data in this cyberage.”

The competition is managed by the Center for Infra-

structure Assurance and Security at the University of

Texas at San Antonio with the support of a grant from the

Cyber Security Division of the Department of Homeland

Security Science and Technology Directorate.

Organizers say the cup is designed to promote student

participation and reward performance in multiple

cybersecurity competitions, encouraging students to obtain

as much experience as possible before graduation. A

secondary purpose is to foster cooperation between the

various competition organizers and sponsors.

During the competition year, UCF students partici-

pated in 21 individual cybersecurity competitions and

ranked highly in all those events, which is why they were

named the winners. UCF’s best competitions during the

2013–2014 season included finishing first out of 180 teams

in the 2014 National Collegiate Cyber Defense Competi-

tion, placing sixth out of 1383 teams in the 2013 CSAW

CTF Competition, and placing sixth out of 193 teams in

the 2013 Sharif University CTF Qualifications.

As of Jan. 5, 2015, CTFtime.org ranks UCF’s

“Knightsec” CTF team 72nd out of 6207 international

teams and 12th out of 260 U.S. teams.

“UCF’s Cyber Defense team is a shining example of the

‘striving for excellence’ principle that guides the College of

Engineering and Computer Science mission,” said Michael

Georgiopoulos, dean of the college. “UCF’s Cyber Defense

team impact to our many students in the College of

Engineering and Computer Science cannot be underesti-

mated either, especially during a time that protection

against cyberattacks has become a matter of national

priority.”

The Collegiate Cyber Defense Club (https://

www.HackUCF.org/ ) at UCF was founded in 2012 with

the goal of fostering an information security–aware

generation in Central Florida. The club hosts weekly

meetings to educate the public. Student club members

have the opportunity to participate in the competitions.

Nedorost accepted the trophy cup at the Hawaii

International Conference on System Sciences (HICSS), one

of the longest continuously running scientific conferences.

Now in its 48th year, HICSS brings together highly

qualified interdisciplinary professionals addressing issues

in the areas of computer science, computer engineering,

and information systems in an interactive environment.

Diana Krall’s ‘Wallflower Tour’ stops April 12 at King Center in Melbourne
Diana Krall has signed a contract to perform at the Maxwell C. King Center in Melbourne. Her concert is set for 7 p.m.

on Sunday, April 12. Tickets start at $47.50 (inclusive of fees). Krall is the only jazz singer to have eight records debut at

the top of the “Billboard Jazz Albums” chart. To date, she has won five Grammy Awards, eight Juno Awards and has also

earned nine gold, three platinum and seven multi–platinum albums.

Her unique artistry transcends any single musical style and has made her one of the most recognizable artists of our

time. Krall has announced the rescheduled U.S. dates for her “Wallflower World Tour,” which had been previously

postponed after a case of pneumonia. Her “highly anticipated” new album “Wallflower” was also postponed for release

and is now confirmed to come out on Verve Records on Feb. 3.

For more information about this artist, visit www.DianaKrall.com. Single tickets may be purchased by visiting

KingCenter.com or by calling ticket office at 242–2219.
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University of Florida experts predict food
trends for the year; consumers embrace
a fondness for more fermented foods

GAINESVILLE — For the second year, University of

Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

faculty members predict the food–related trends that

could end up on your dinner plates and grocery store

shelves in 2015.

The trends include:

l Americans continue to develop a fondness for

fermented foods, which often create strong, unique

flavors in such products as kimchi, sauerkraut, beer,

wine and yogurt. Besides being fun to eat, such foods are

said to be good for digestive health.

l School foods will continue to become healthier,

thanks to Smart Snacks in School standards that took

effect earlier this school year. For instance, a pack of

cookies might be replaced by light popcorn; a vending

machine chocolate bar by a small serving of peanuts.

Those doughnut school fund–raisers? Still OK.

l Getting kids to eat more fruits and vegetables may

be as easy as linking Florida farmers with school food–

service directors, and connecting bona fide chefs to school

food directors, to ensure that school lunches taste great.

The UF/IFAS Farm–to–School team is helping forge

these relationships with the hope that students will then

ask for fresh foods at home.

l New and more intense flavors, such as smoky flavor

infused into alcoholic and non–alcoholic beverages, will

become more commonplace. Hot foods will become hotter.

l UF/IFAS faculty members are working on post–

harvest technology and handling practices for the fresh

fruit and vegetable industries that will work for small

operators, such as those at farmers’ markets.

Smartphone apps to help smaller producers make

harvest and handling decisions are in the works, as are

hot–water treatments to reduce decay and boost antioxi-

dants in fresh produce.

l “Minimalism” is becoming a new word in food, with

smaller portions being offered both at home and in

restaurants. The goal is to help folks understand smaller

portions lead to better health.

Artist Laughlin to conduct classes for youngsters
Local artist Maria Reyes Laughlin will be teaching

classes for youngsters 6 to 12 years old to introduce them

to the basic art of cartooning using color pencils. Classes

will be on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Art

Gallery of Viera, 2261 Town Center Ave. at The Avenue,

Suite 111, in Viera. The cost is $25 per class or $80 per

month. All classes require registration with payment in

full as class size is limited. Laughlin says she has

dedicated her art career to helping children learn art, and

has partnered with The Miami Children’s Hospital, The

Dan Marino Foundation, The Ricky Martin Foundation,

Nana’s House, The Children’s Hunger Project, and other

organizations. She is now looking to help to “develop the

next generation of artist.” You can see samples of her

work at www.reyeslaughlin.com. For more information

about the art classes, contact Laughlin at (954) 394–0795

or MariaLaughlin@me.com.
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University of Zurich signs a three–year lease at the Space Life Sciences Laboratory at Exploration Park
EXPLORATION PARK — Space Florida has an-

nounced that the University of Zurich, Switzerland,

recently signed a three–year lease to process future

research destined for the International Space Station

(ISS), at the Space Life Sciences Laboratory (SLSL), near

Kennedy Space Center.

Space Florida has invested significant resources in the

SLSL over the past four years to transition it to a “world–

class, multi–tenant commercial research and development

facility.”

The new, three–year lease is effective immediately. The

lease was negotiated through a joint effort between Space

Florida, the University of Zurich and CSS–Dynamac

Science Concierge Services, which provides pre–flight,

post–landing and ground–control support–laboratory space

and services for the university.

In June 2014, the University of Zurich announced the

successful launch and return of the first international,

commercial experiment processed at SLSL, called

“CELLBOX.” The CELLBOX Experiment was processed

and launched through a partnership between the German

Space Agency (DLR), Astrium and NanoRacks. CELLBOX

launched aboard the SpaceX CRS–3 Mission to the ISS on

April 18, 2014.

CELLBOX investigated microgravity–associated long–

term alterations in primary human macrophages — a type

of white blood cell — responsible for attacking, and killing

bacteria and other foreign intruders in the human body.

The immune system is one of the most affected systems

of the body during space flight and cells of the immune

system are exceptionally sensitive to microgravity.

CELLBOX white blood cells were successfully returned

from the ISS and are currently being examined at the

University of Zurich.

“Space Florida’s SLSL facility provided the right lab

environment and technical support we needed to prepare

this critical payload for flight,” said Oliver Ullrich,

professor of anatomy at the University of Zurich and

principal investigator of the project. “Our team has

determined that the capabilities that exist at the state–of–

the–art SLSL are exactly what we need to prepare future

experiments, so we are pleased to sign the three–year lease

for 2015–2018 utilization.”

“The Space Life Sciences Lab is perfectly equipped to

handle the processing of unique ISS–bound research

payloads for commercial companies and university

programs,” said Space Florida President Frank DiBello.

“We look forward to working with other research groups to

make the SLSL their experiment processing home as well.”

“CSS Dynamac’s Concierge Service has provided

support for more than 100 scientific payloads for NASA

over the past 17 years, and we are thrilled to be able to

now leverage that knowledge for the benefit of the private

sector and its customers,” said Cindy Martin–Brennan,

CSS–Dynamac’s director of space operations. “We look

forward to assisting the University of Zurich with their

upcoming science missions.”

Professor Ullrich and his team plan to fly additional

research on the SpaceX CRS–6 mission, currently slated

for spring 2015.

To learn more about Space Florida’s Space Life Sciences

Laboratory, visit www.SpaceFlorida.gov.

Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse fund–raiser to feature local celebrity artists, food
COCOA — The Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse (CVP) will host “Back Stage Access — Encore Presentation,” a fund–

raiser and live auction, from 5 to 7 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 18.

The event will feature tours of the CVP, auctioning of local celebrity artist original paintings, food, wine, and enter-

tainment. The grand finale auction will be led by the event’s celebrity auctioneer, Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey.

Celebrity artists will include Henry Parrish III, mayor of Cocoa; Tom Price, mayor of Rockledge; and former State Sen.

Tim Deratany, a member of the Florida Council on Arts and Culture and an accomplished artist himself.

Additional celebrity artists will include Frank Sullivan, founding board member of the CVP and Canaveral Port

Authority Commissioner, and Central Florida News 13 journalist Scott Fais, a reporter for Bright House Network’s

24 hour news channel and the popular “Florida on a Tankful” series.

Tickets are $30 per person, with only 100 tickets available for the “semi–private event.” For additional information

about the social, call the CVP box office at 636–5050, Kathi Schillo at 446–7515, or Barbara Halgren at 501–1505.
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Please see ‘Have–a–Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza,’ page 15

Candlelighters of Brevard to host ‘Have–a–Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza’ at
Eau Gallie Yacht Club; funds programs for children with cancer, new–car raffle

learn a little bit more about our organiza-

tion and we celebrate them, too. We could

not do what we do in the community

without them. So really the night is to

thank them for their support of

Candlelighters,” said Duran.

The event is open to the public. Tickets

are $150 each. They are sold at

Candlelighters’ Thrift Shoppe at 1875–A

South Patrick Drive and on its website,

CandlelightersofBrevard.org.

Natasha Duran, center, is the executive director of Candlelighters of Brevard. She is chairing the 13th annual ‘Have–a–Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza’ fund–
raiser Feb. 7 at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Indian Harbour Beach. Her colleagues include Adis Perez, left, and Vanessa Steele. In 2014, her nonprofit
organization saw a record 25 new families. Both tickets and sponsorships are available for the event. The program features a raffle for a 2015 Hyundai Sonata.

By Ken Datzman

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — Last

year marked a milestone for

Candlelighters of Brevard Inc., a nonprofit

organization that provides financial and

emotional support to local families whose

children have been diagnosed with cancer.

Candlelighters celebrated its 25th

anniversary in Brevard County in 2014,

while at the same time it reached out to 25

additional families in the region whose

sons or daughters were newly diagnosed

with cancer.

“That is a record number of families for

our organization,” said Natasha Duran, the

executive director of Candlelighters of

Brevard. “We have never had that many

new families come into our organization in

one year.”

Currently, Candlelighters of Brevard is

providing services to 60 families.

“Since 1989,” said Duran, who was

named to her position last year and whose

organization is working to raise awareness

of childhood cancer in Brevard, “we have

helped more than 260 families, assisting

them financially and emotionally through

our programs and services.”

She runs the only organization of its

kind in the county. Candlelighters of

Brevard works behind the scenes with

pediatric cancer patients and their families,

at the lowest, most stressful time in their

lives.

The American Cancer Society estimates

that 15,780 children and teens will be

diagnosed with cancer this year in the U.S.

In children ages 0 to 14, acute lymphocytic

leukemia is the most common form of

cancer, followed closely by brain and

central nervous–system tumors.

A cancer diagnosis places a tremendous

stress on families and their caregivers.

Locally, there are no pediatric oncologists

practicing in Brevard. The Candlelighter

families must travel to Orlando to seek

medical care for their children.

Duran’s organization works closely with

these families to help with their expenses,

including gasoline, automotive repairs,

utilities, prescription drugs, and transpor-

tation to and from cancer centers and

hospitals in Central Florida during

treatment for their children.

To raise money to assist these families,

Candlelighters of Brevard hosts its annual

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

“Have–a–Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza,”

the organization’s signature benefit. “All

the dollars we raise from this event go back

into our programs and services to fund our

mission in the community,” said Duran.

The 13th annual “Have–a–Heart” fund–

raiser is set for 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb.

7, at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Indian

Harbour Beach. The event, one week before

Valentine’s Day, will include dinner,

dancing, auctions, and live entertainment.

“It’s such a heartfelt night for our

stakeholders and for our donors. They

Tickets are also being sold for a chance

to win a 2015 Hyundai Sonata, courtesy of

the Brevard County Hyundai Dealers, a

business that has been a longtime sup-

porter of Candlelighters.

Tickets for the drawing are $10 each, or

six for $50. The winning ticket will be

announced at the event, but you do not

have to be present to claim the car.

The main source of revenue from the

“Have–a–Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza”
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Please see ‘Symphony of the Palate,’ page 17

BSO’s main fund–raiser ‘Symphony of the Palate’ scheduled for Jan. 31 at
Suntree Country Club; event plays role in organization’s success in region
By Ken Datzman

Fund–raising programs for nonprofits

have only grown in scope, especially over

the last six years, because of their ability to

generate additional revenue in a world of

shrinking resources for these types of

organizations.

And the stakes have never been higher

for America’s nonprofit orchestras, many of

which are still reeling from the deep,

painful recession that sliced sharply into

their revenue base and their endowments,

forcing them to cut programs and services

in communities in order to survive.

Florida’s orchestras across the state

have had their challenges.

Locally, the longstanding Brevard

Symphony Orchestra seems to be a shining

star in its field. The organization has

consistently shown a profit, even during

the darkest years of the Great Recession.

“I think we are probably one of only a

small number of community orchestras, or

even perhaps larger orchestras, in the

country that are in the black,” said Ann–

Marie Brush, the BSO chairwoman. “And I

attribute that to our fund–raising ability in

the region, our focus on the orchestra, and

the quality of the music. Fund–raisers are

critical for the BSO.”

“Our board is very conservative when it

comes to budgeting,” added Darcia Jones–

Francey, who has organized many fund–

raising events in the community for

nonprofit entities over the past three

decades, including the BSO’s “Symphony of

the Palate,” its main annual fund–raiser.

Now in its ninth year, the 2015 edition

is set for Saturday, Jan. 31, at Suntree

Country Club in Melbourne. Jones–

Francey is the committee chairperson for

the event.

“I have been involved as a volunteer

with the BSO for 30 years,” said Carol

Reeve. “Darcia and I and many others have

worked together on a lot of fund–raisers for

the BSO all these years. The work we’re

doing is uplifting the organization. We’re

very proud of the BSO.”

Theaters and orchestras were particu-

larly hard hit during the recession, with 73

percent of the former and half of the latter

reporting “severe” or “very severe” financial

stress during these times, according to a

report compiled by the Center for Civil

Society Studies at Johns Hopkins

The Brevard Symphony Orchestra is set to host its annual ‘Symphony of the Palate’ event Jan. 31 at Suntree Country Club. The program includes a dinner
paired with wine, and silent and live auctions. From left: Carol Reeve, longtime BSO volunteer; Darcia Jones–Francey, ‘Symphony of the Palate’
committee chairwoman; and Ann–Marie Brush, BSO chairwoman.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

University’s Institute for Policy Studies.

Titled “Impact of the 2007–2009

Economic Recession on Nonprofit Organi-

zations,” the report details the financial

struggles nonprofit orchestras and other

such groups have faced in recent years

because of the downturn.

The economic slide has tested the

financial–management skills of leaders of

nonprofit entities like never before.

“We watch every dollar very carefully,”

said Brush. “We try to make the budget

meet itself at the bottom line coming into

the year. And we will do whatever it takes

to keep our bank accounts healthy and pay

our bills.”

Brush singled out the leadership of

Fran Delisle, the veteran executive director

of the BSO, and her team for their preser-

vation of capital.

“I think the management of resources

by the BSO office has just been fantastic.

And the creative ideas that come from the

board members, the leadership of our

committee chairpersons, such as Darcia,

and others, and the support of the commu-

nity in general have given us the where-

withal to carry out our mission in the

region year after year.”

Through the power of music and

collaboration, orchestras such as the BSO

serve the community in many ways. Just

as the needs of one community differs from

those of another, each orchestra develops

programs, partnerships, and performances

that provide unique value to their commu-

nity.

Generally, orchestras are a magnet for

business and investment because of the

well–rounded cultural aspect they bring to

communities. And Brush, Jones–Francey,
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Renowned ‘Gala of the Royal Horses’ to
perform at the CFE Arena in Orlando on
Feb. 13; event tickets are on sale now

ORLANDO — The renowned equestrian tour, “The

Gala of the Royal Horses,” will ride into the CFE Arena on

Friday, Feb. 13, for a show at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are on sale and start at $20, with a limited

number of VIP seats available. Tickets are available at

www.ticketmaster.com, by calling (800) 745–3000, or

purchase them in person at CFE Arena Box Office and

Ticketmaster outlets. For group discounts, call (407)

823–6062. More information about the Gala of the Royal

Horses can be found at www.GalaoftheRoyalHorses.com

and www.CFEArena.com.

Audiences will experience the “excitement, splendor,

and majesty” of the Gala of the Royal Horses. The event

combines the “most beautiful horses in the world” with live

performers. It is a “must see” for horse lovers and families.

Following in the family footsteps of seven generations,

Rene Gasser, producer of the Royal Horses, has recreated a

show for this tour only previously seen at the famous

riding schools in Vienna and Spain.

The Royal Horses of Europe are some of the most

celebrated in history, favored for centuries by royalty,

equestrian riders and bullfighters. This performance will

celebrate the tradition, athleticism and grace of these

revered creatures.

“The unique qualities of the Royal Horses single them

out from all other breeds in the equine world,” said Gasser.

“Their physical beauty and grace, coupled with exceptional

courage and nobility, make them an object of admiration

and a source of inspiration for horse lovers everywhere.”

Along with the magnificent stallions, Spanish flamenco

dancers will be featured in authentic vibrant costumes

accompanied by the mellow notes of a guitar to bring the

“sights and sounds of Spain only a heartbeat away.”

The Gala of the Royal Horses will feature a number of

performances involving the Andalusian, Friesian,

Lipizzaner and Arabian breeds. The event is dedicated to

showing off the “amazing beauty and maneuvers” these

horses are capable of, including the “stunning maneuvers”

once used on the battlefield now known as “The Airs Above

the Ground.”

“We’re going to have horses dancing alongside some

tremendous flamenco dancers, and I think people are

really going to be excited about watching this,” says

Gasser.

The Global Spectrum–managed CFE Arena is home to

the UCF men’s and women’s basketball programs, as well

as concerts, family shows and other attractions for the

Central Florida area. Visit www.CFEarena.com for more

information on upcoming events.

Central Brevard Library to host Chris Khal
The Central Brevard Library at 308 Forrest Ave. in

Cocoa will host talented musician Chris Khal at 2 p.m. on

Jan. 25. As he plays, Kahl “talks his way through Florida’s

history, including original music from his hit CDs.” This

program is offered free of charge to the community. For

more information about this event, call the Central

Brevard Library at 635–7845.
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Please… take a chance...

  ...and you may win a car.  
All proceeds benefit children battling cancer in Brevard County. Our white, hot 2015 Hyundai Sonata  
has been generously donated by Brevard County Hyundai Dealers. The winner will be announced on  
February 7, 2015 at our 13th Annual Have-A-Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza. For more information  
on how you can make a difference, and how to get a car and/or event ticket, please contact us today!

*Tickets for keys will be drawn by hand during the Valentine’s 
Extravaganza at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club, 100 Datura Dr.,  
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937. This ticket is for the car drawing 
only. Tickets to the Valentine’s Extravaganza are sold separately.  
You do not need to be present to win. Must be 18 years of age or older with  
a valid Driver’s License. Winner is responsible for taxes, tag and license.  
No prize substitutions. No cash value. Odds of winning are determined  
by the number of tickets sold. No purchase or contribution is necessary.

Proud Sponsor — Brevard Business News

to get a car and/or ev

321.728.5600        CandlelightersofBrevard.org        1875-A South Patrick Dr., Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937

Candlelighters of Brevard is a 501(c)3 tax exempt, non-profit organization.  All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. ID# 59-3068501 — A copy of the official registration and financial  
information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling 800-435-7352 within the State. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.

 Fundraiser - car give away

 2015 Hyundai Sonata

 Amazing cause

 To benefit children battling cancer

 Find out how you can help

 Contact us today

ProuProud Spd Spononsor — BBrevardard B iBusiness N News
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Leonard Nimoy’s “Vincent” will be presented by Starry

Night Theater Company for three performances on March

20–22 at the Maxwell C. King Center’s Studio Theatre in

Melbourne.

The shows are at 8 p.m. on Friday, March 20, at 8 p.m.

on Saturday, March 21, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March

22.

Tickets will go on sale at 12 p.m. on Jan. 16. Tickets are

$33 for adults and $29 for senior citizens and students.

Ticket prices are inclusive of fees.

The passionate and turbulent life of Vincent van Gogh

is dramatized in this intimate one–man play, which author

Leonard Nimoy (“Star Trek’s” Mr. Spock) adapted from

hundreds of letters between Vincent and his closest ally,

his brother, Theo. The play includes more than “100

stunning projections of Vincent’s artwork on a large

screen.”

In van Gogh’s lifetime, he sold only one painting and

critics labeled his work madness. His story, however, is so

much more than that of the misunderstood genius who cut

off his own ear. In this play, Vincent’s brother, Theo,

“movingly reveals Vincent as few knew him.” After

Vincent’s death, Theo gathers friends and colleagues to

defend Vincent’s legacy (an actual historic event). Theo,

however, is not interested in telling the small story of the

demise of one man. Rather, he argues the bigger meaning

and significance of his brother’s life to all humankind. As

seen through the eyes of Theo, Vincent van Gogh lives on

as “a symbol of inspiration, courage, passion, and the lust

for life that art kindles in all of us.”

Leonard Nimoy’s ‘Vincent’ coming to Melbourne’s King Center Studio Theatre for three performances
At times, the actor also becomes Vincent and embodies

the loving, passionate and brilliant man so cherished by

his brother. BroadwayWorld.com described this production

as “enlightening and enjoyable” and said it “is not to be

missed.” The “Burlington Free Press” described it as “a

visual treat” and “The Valley Reporter” called it “a

fabulous mix of theater and art.”

Originally performed by Nimoy himself, the play stars

professional actor James Briggs, a graduate of Sarasota’s

Asolo Conservatory of Professional Actor Training. Briggs

has done nearly 100 performances of Vincent, up and down

the East Coast. He has also performed in other productions

in regional theaters such as The Sun Valley Repertory

Company, The Asolo Theater, The Williamstown Theater

Festival, and the Potomac Theater Project.

Dr. Brant Pope, director of the play, has directed more

than 100 productions over a 30–year career at such

theatres as Hartford Stage Company, The John Houseman

Theatre, Tennessee Repertory Theatre, and Park Square

Theatre. He is currently the chairman of the Department

of Theatre and Dance at the University of Texas in Austin.

For 11 years, he served as director of the Florida State

University Asolo Conservatory, and associate artistic

director of the Asolo Theatre Company in Sarasota.

Vincent runs roughly 85 minutes, with no intermission.

While appropriate for all audiences, it is best suited for

adults and children ages 10 and up.

To purchase tickets or for more information about the

show, visit www.KingCenter.com or call the King Center

box office at 242–2219.

Hospice of St. Francis seeks Brevard volunteers; training classes free of charge
Hospice of St. Francis is seeking caring people who would like to become volunteers with the organization. There are

openings throughout Brevard County for volunteers in a range of areas, including making friendly visits to hospice

patients. No previous experience is needed. Training is provided at no cost to the participants.

The North Brevard volunteer–training sessions will be held at 1250–B Grumman Place in Titusville. The program

will meet on Monday, Feb. 9, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Wednesday, Feb. 11, and Monday, Feb. 16, from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

The South Brevard training center is at 4875 N. Wickham Road, Suite 108, in Melbourne. The sessions will be

conducted on Friday, Feb. 13, Wednesday, Feb. 18 and Friday, Feb. 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information about the organization and to register for the training classes, call Vicky Hamilton, North

Brevard volunteer coordinator, or Mary Larson, South Brevard volunteer coordinator, at 269–4240 or 866–269–4240.

Hospice of St. Francis is a local, independent, nonprofit organization. Established in 1977, it is the oldest organization

of its kind in Brevard County. All of Hospice of St. Francis’ programs are free of charge to Brevard County residents. The

website address is www.HospiceofStFrancis.com.
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2015 Festival Activities

Variety of Birding & Wildlife 
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Keynote Presentations
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Poster Contest
Special Digiscoping Workshops
Pelagic Birding Trip
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The Raptor Project
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Silent Auction
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18th Annual 
Space Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival

www.SpaceCoastBirdingAndWildlifeFestival.org

Red-cockaded
Woodpecker

Photo by Roy Thoman 
Inset photo by Roy Halpin

www.VisitSpaceCoast.com
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Birds of Prey Exhibit at Brevard Zoo set
Jan. 17–19; master falconer Jonathan
Wood to do two shows at facility in Viera

The Brevard Zoo in Viera is bringing back The Raptor

Project during “Martin Luther King Weekend,” Jan.

17–19. This three–day special traveling exhibit features

15 to 20 “impressive” birds of prey which represent

raptors found all over the world. Guests can see a few take

flight and learn about these “amazing birds” from master

falconer and wildlife rehabilitator Jonathan Wood during

two shows, scheduled each day at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

The exhibit is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is

free of charge with Brevard Zoo admission.

Wood’s collection includes eagles, hawks, falcons and

owls, representing “every habitat on the planet” including

the arctic, desert, rainforest, wetlands, prairie, woodlands

and tundra. They range in size from small falcons and

owls weighing 2 to 3 ounces to majestic eagles with seven

and eight–foot wingspans.

Although many of his flock have permanent handicaps

barring them from re–entry into the wild, “these flaws are

hard to detect.” Now they serve as charming ambassadors

of their species.

Wood is a federally licensed master falconer, wildlife

rehabilitator, raptor propagator and licensed to handle

eagles and endangered species for educational programs.

He has trained and handled raptors for almost four

decades, honing his skills to produce an award–winning

program and exhibit seen each year by millions.

His expertise places him in “demand” as a consultant

to national zoos. He also works regularly on movies,

documentaries, commercials, theatrical productions and

books.

Wood travels the country along with his wife, Susan,

and his daughter, Rachel, bringing insight to audiences on

the world of raptors, producing more than 500 programs

annually in major cities across America.

While in Brevard County, the Raptor Project will

participate at Brevard Nature Alliance’s 18th annual

Space Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival Jan. 21–26 in

Titusville. For all the details about this event, visit

www.SpaceCoastBirdingAndWildlifeFestival.org.

For more information on The Raptor Project, go to

www.RaptorProject.com.

Cocoa–Rockledge Garden Club to host tour
The Cocoa–Rockledge Garden Club will host “Heart

of the Home” tour from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,

Feb. 14. The program includes the showing of kitchens

and gardens at six homes — five in River Ridge in

Rockledge and one on Rockledge Drive. Refreshments will

be offered at the individual homes. Tickets can be

purchased on the day of the tour for $15 at 57 Ridge Court

in Rockledge. They are $13 in advance. The club’s crafts

and baked goods can also be purchased at that address.

Tickets are available at Rockledge Gardens, Carousel

Florist on Merritt Island and in Rockledge, the Bath

Cottage, and Eau Gallie Florist in Melbourne. Visit

www.CocoaRockledgeGardenClub.com for more informa-

tion about this event, or call Reenie Bryan, chairwoman,

at 632–4312 or Phyllis Bourdon at 693–0499.
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‘Have–a–Heart Valentine’s Extravaganza’
Continued from page 10

comes from sponsorships from businesses and private

individuals and families. The support levels range from

$1,000 (Peach Rose) to $25,000 (Red Rose Signature

Sponsor).

“We offer a lot of different sponsorship levels,” said

Duran. “Any business in the region or private individuals

or families are welcome to be a sponsor of the event. We

are very grateful for support at any level.”

Various amenities and promotional opportunities are

provided at each level, including invitations to attend the

Candlelighters’ Sponsor Reception on Thursday, Feb. 5.

Other amenities include invitations to the “Have–a–

Heart” benefit, advertisement in the event program, name

and company logo on all the printed, promotional and

advertising materials, and tie–ins with social media.

“When it comes to the sponsorship levels, we make sure

that it’s not just tickets to the event that the sponsoring

businesses or private individuals are receiving. We are

very focused on providing them with a return on their

investment,” said Duran, who is the chairwoman for the

event.”

To inquire about sponsorships for the “Have–a–Heart”

fund–raising program, call Candlelighters of Brevard at

728–5600 or send an e–mail message to

Natasha@CandlelightersofBrevard.org.

For the event on Feb. 7, Candlelighters of Brevard has

booked the entire Eau Gallie Yacht Club. “Some of the

rooms will be used for our auctions and other rooms for our

dinner buffet. The main ballroom is where we will have the

main bar and the dance floor. That area opens to an

outdoor setting, where the new Hyundai Sonata will be

displayed. We will pull the name of the winner live. The

Eau Gallie Yacht Club has a unique layout and it’s a

perfect venue for our event. It’s a very relaxed atmosphere

and people enjoy it,” she said.

The 2014 “Have–a–Heart” social raised roughly

$203,000, beating Candlelighters of Brevard’s original goal

of $150,000.

Duran said she hopes her organization “meets or

exceeds” the $203,000 number this year, but quickly

added, “In order to keep growing and meeting the demand

for those basic needs that we provide families, we have to

top that number. We would love to blow it out of the water!

This is all about helping local families whose sons and

daughters have been diagnosed with cancer, and they are

devastated. More and more families are looking to

Candlelighters for support and we’re going to work as hard

as we can to help them. The sponsors of this event are the

heroes in our community.”

Annual FWF’s Kids Wildlife Habitat Contest accepting entries from students
The Florida Wildlife Federation is accepting entries for its sixth annual Kids Wildlife Habitat Contest. On April 22,

Earth Day, FWF will award a commemorative plaque and an age–suitable gardening book to the Florida kid or group of

kids 12 years old or under who have helped to establish and maintain a habitat for wildlife at home or on school property.

The habitat will also be featured on its website and in its newsletter. Entries close March 31.

The Florida Wildlife Federation, 2545 Blairstone Pines Drive, in Tallahassee, 32301, is dedicated to encouraging

young Floridians to be “good environmentalists and to care for our native animals and plants.”

It’s easy to enter the contest. Just tell the Florida Wildlife Federation how the habitat provides the following four

elements for critters you want to attract: food, water, cover and a place to raise young. Send some photographs of your

habitat, preferably with children working there.

Teachers should note that it is not necessary for schoolyard habitats to be certified by National Wildlife Federation or

any other organization, just that they provide the four necessary elements for a good wildlife habitat. “If you have entered

the contest before and didn’t win, enter again.”

A description and photographs of your habitat can be e–mailed to Patricia@FWFonLine.org or mailed to the

Blairstone Pines Drive address above. The office number is (850) 656–7113.

Visit www.FWFonLine.org to see photographs and information about previous winners, and the PowerPoint and

videos there for general habitat information.
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Melbourne Central 

Catholic High School

January 26 
 9 AM - 2 PM

Melbourne
321-727-0793

St. Joseph 
Catholic School

January 25 
9  AM - Noon  
January 27 
9 AM - 2 PM

Palm Bay
321-723-8866

Divine Mercy 
Catholic Academy

January 25 
9 AM - Noon 

January 26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM
Merritt Island
321-452-0263

St. Mary’s 
Catholic School

January 25 
9 AM - Noon 

January 27 
9 AM - 2 PM & 6 - 8 PM 

Rockledge
321-636-4208

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School

January 26 
9 AM - 2 PM & 5 – 7 PM 

Melbourne
321-723-3631 

Ascension 
Catholic School

 January  26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM  
January  29 

6 PM - 7:30 PM 
Melbourne

321-254-1595 

Our Saviour 
Catholic School

January 26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM
Cocoa Beach

321-783-2330

St. Teresa 
Catholic School

January 26 - 30 
9 AM - 2 PM

Titusville
321-267-1643

Holy Name of Jesus 
Catholic School

January 27 
 9 AM - 2 PM

Indialantic
321-773-1630

Open House Week: January 25 - 30, 2015
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Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber teams
up with stars to present ‘Broadway by the
Beach’ as part of its annual Gala Dinner

The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce is

teaming up with Cocoa Beach native and New York

producer Jeremy Merrifield to present “Broadway by the

Beach” as part of the Chamber’s annual inaugural Gala

Dinner.

Broadway stars and Florida natives Ashley Brown and

Michael James Scott will be joined by Tony–nominee Josh

Young and Wicked’s Julia Murney to appear in a special

benefit production of “Songs for a New World” at 6 p.m. on

Friday, Jan. 23, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Cocoa Beach

Oceanfront Hotel, 2080 N. Atlantic Ave.

Written by three–time Tony–winning composer Jason

Robert Brown and helmed by director Daniel Goldstein, a

portion of the proceeds from the evening will be donated to

the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Arts

Fund benefiting local arts organizations and education

programs.

The event is part of the Chamber’s annual Gala

welcoming new members to its board including 2015’s new

chairman, Jeanna Merrifield, co–proprietor of Wild Ocean

Seafood Market, a “Broadway by the Beach” sponsor and

provider of the evening’s locally sourced, “harvest–to–

table” dinner.

In addition, the Chamber will present the prestigious

Distinguished Service Award, the highest honor bestowed

by the organization. The award, a “stunning” John Letts

bronze sculpture, is presented annually to the individual

who best “exemplifies leadership and commitment to the

Chamber and the community.”

Jason Robert Brown’s “Songs for a New World” is a

series of songs connected by the theme “the moment of

decision.” The show employs four performers who do not

play the same characters throughout the show, but have

consistently developing character arcs. Composer Jason

Robert Brown has said of his show, “It’s about one

moment. It’s about hitting the wall and having to make a

choice, or take a stand, or turn around and go back.”

“The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce is

always thinking of innovative ideas to bring to the

community while also best serving our Chamber partners,”

said Linda Webster, chief executive officer of the Cocoa

Beach Regional Chamber. “This innovative Gala combines

our communities love of the arts with the Chamber’s love

of its community.”

The event and show are open to the public.

Tickets are $75 per person and are available at

www.CocoaBeachChamber.com or by calling 459–2200.

Volunteers sought for festival in Titusville
The 18th annual Space Coast Birding and Wildlife

Festival is looking for volunteers for this year’s event,

which is scheduled Jan. 21–26 on the Titusville campus of

Eastern Florida State College. Several interesting tasks

are available for those who wish to volunteer. The festival

provides opportunity to meet visitors from throughout the

U.S. and many foreign countries. For more information

about volunteering for the event, contact Rhonda Harris at

268–5224 or Rhonda@BrevardNatureAlliance.org.
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Confident Retirement is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, 
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7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
321.622.8371 leasha.flammio@ampf.com
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You’ve prepared for a rewarding retirement.
I can help you make the most of it.
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Private Wealth Advisor

Flammio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

ANNUAL WINE DINNER
AND AUCTIONSymphony

For The Palate
NoAn evening of fine wine, dinner, silent and live 

auctions to benefit your Brevard Symphony Orchestra.

Saturday, January 31, 2015 at 6pm
Suntree Country Club

For Tickets & Information:
Call 321.242.2024 - Online at BREVARDSYMPHONY.COM

This is a sponsorship-only event. Last day to order is Friday, January 23, 2015 by 5:00pm. 
Dates, times, and program subject to change. Sorry, no refunds or exchanges.
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‘Symphony of the Palate’
Continued from page 11

Reeve and many other BSO volunteers are hoping that

“Symphony for the Palate,” which raised roughly $75,000

for the BSO last year, will again be embraced by the

business community through the purchase of sponsorships.

The program begins with a 6 p.m. Champaign Recep-

tion and Silent Auction. The auction will feature specialty

wines, gift baskets, and other fine items. It will be followed

at 7 o’clock with dinner, which will be paired with wine. At

8 p.m., there will be a live auction showcasing high–end

specialty wines, trips, jewelry, and art, for example.

“Jay Pettigrew and his sister Leigh of Petty’s Meat

Markets are major sponsors of the event,” said Jones–

Francey. “They are helping us with the wine selections and

Suntree Country Club has been wonderful working with us

on the menu for this event.”

“Symphony for the Palate” is a sponsorship–only event.

The sponsor levels start at $250, which admits one person

to the festivities, and go up to $2,500. The “Champagne

Connoisseur” sponsor of $2,500 includes eight guests (the

tax–deductible donation for this level is $1,400).

Sponsorships are available for purchase at

BrevardSympony.com or call the BSO at 242–2024. The

reservation deadline is Friday, Jan. 23.

A cornerstone of the BSO are the North and South

Guilds, which raise money for the organization and are

advocates of symphonic music in the their areas, said

Jones–Francey.

“They are the backbone because a lot of our volunteer

support comes from those Guilds. They raise money and

they are the ambassadors for the BSO in the community.”

She added, “If we did not have those Guilds in the early

years of the symphony, I don’t think the organization

would have survived. They carried the fund–raising load

for many years, and now the BSO board is actively

involved in corporate fund–raising and general fund–

raising. Everyone works together. It’s a team effort, but we

do have to say ‘thank–you’ to those Guilds.”

In the last three years, the North Guild has taken on

the project of bringing the orchestra to North Brevard

County for concerts. The BSO is the orchestra–in–

residence at the Maxwell C. King Center for the Perform-

ing Arts in Melbourne.

“But a lot of people in North Brevard who enjoy

symphonic music have told us it’s a long drive for them to

travel to Melbourne for the BSO concerts,” said Brush. “So

we decided to bring the orchestra to North Brevard

(Titusville High School Performing Arts Center), and have

been doing that for the last three years. We want to reach

as many people as we can with our music.”

Kennedy Point Marina set for public auction at Shuler & Shuler Real Estate in Titusville
The Kennedy Point Marina is scheduled to be sold at public auction on Saturday, Jan. 31. The auction will include the

Marina and Clubhouse, located at 4749 S. Washington Ave. in Titusville.

The auction will be conducted at 10 a.m. by Shuler & Shuler Real Estate Auctioneers Inc. at 422 Julia St. in Titusville.

Built around 1986, this operating, income–producing Marina currently has 80 slips with expansion potential. There is

a pump–out station and the business has 24–hour onsite management. The two–story clubhouse has more than 6,000

square feet, overlooking the Indian River Intercoastal Waterway. The complex includes a swimming pool, and shower

and laundry facilities.

Under current ownership since 2009, the Marina has undergone many major improvements, renovations and

upgrades.

The property was appraised at the end of March 2009 for more than $4 million. It has an opening bid of $1.5 million.

For further information about this property, contact auctioneer Cliff Shuler at 543–7314.

There is no charge to attend the event. The auction at Julia Street that day will also include commercial real estate in

Sanford, homes in Kissimmee and Sarasota, as well as other properties in North Carolina and Florida.

In addition, various personal property items from the City of Titusville, Brevard County Tax Collector and others will

be auctioned. There will be trucks, boats, antiques, household goods, musical items, and more.

To view the inventory, visit www.SoldFor.com.
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The only thing you might know about health insurance,  
is that you need it. 

Health First Individual provides high quality health  
insurance for individuals and families with access to more  
than 1,100 providers.

Enrollment ends February 15
Please call us Monday – Friday, 9 am to 6 pm at 877.904.4914  
or contact your insurance agent to discuss what options are 
right for you. 

www.HFindividual.org

 Plans for Every Budget

 Simple Enrollment 
Process

 Gym Membership 
Included

 No Referrals Required

 Easy Payment Options

 Expert Advisors 
Here to Help You

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES

Health First Health Plans & Insurance does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, or health status in the administration of the plan, including enrollment and benefit determinations.
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Junior Achievement of the Space Coast
Continued from page 1

engagement with JA was in the classroom, for eight weeks

with 48 second–graders. I talked about the community. It

was a great experience for me.”

It’s not only businesspeople but also college students

who are active in area schools delivering Junior Achieve-

ment programs. Students at the University of Central

Florida, in Brevard and at its flagship campus in Orlando,

have been JA mentors in the classrooms for years. In fact,

for the last five years, UCF has received the prestigious

U.S. President’s Volunteer Service Medal for donating

more than 15,000 volunteer hours annually to Junior

Achievement.

“The classroom program is a great way to get started

with Junior Achievement and learn more about its very

important mission in the community,” said Spencer, who is

now on the board of directors of Junior Achievement of the

Space Coast. She is also the chairwoman of the

organization’s 2015 Business Hall of Fame committee.

“It’s unusual for such a new board member to head our

major fund–raising event, the Business Hall of Fame

Banquet, but from her career achievements, I think you

can see why Natasha is chairing this committee for our

organization,” said Conroy–Baiter.

Based in Melbourne, Spencer oversees nine Shelter

Mortgage Co. satellite offices in the state. Established in

1984, Spencer has worked for Shelter Mortgage for the last

15 years.

The 29th annual Business Hall of Fame Banquet is

from 5:30 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, March 7, at the Hilton

Melbourne Rialto Place. The 2015 Laureates to be honored

are businesswoman Carol Craig of Craig Technologies and

businessman Mike Shah of Southeast Petro Distributors.

Spencer said Junior Achievement of the Space Coast is

working to “engage more small–business owners and

operators” to attend and support the event through

sponsorships at various levels. “The small–business people

in the region are the future Laureates. They represent the

spirit of entrepreneurship.”

“As we move forward, we are looking to reach the

untapped small–business market,” added Conroy–Baiter.

For further information about sponsorships and tickets

for the Business Hall of Fame Banquet, call Junior

Achievement at 777–0982 or send an e–mail message to

BHF@JASpaceCoast.org.

Conroy–Baiter said the event is targeting about

$180,000 gross. “We have a clear–cut, compelling mission

and the event has a solid history.”

The mission has taken on even greater importance of

late for Junior Achievement of the Space Coast. In mid–

2013, Gov. Rick Scott signed legislation revising require-

ments for high–school graduation to include financial–

literacy education within a required economics course.

Furthermore, in 2014 the Florida State Board of

Education voted to usher in the Council for Economic

Education’s K–12 National Standards for Financial

Literacy, becoming the first state in the nation to do so.

The NSFL is a framework for the body of knowledge

and skills that should be attained in a K–12 personal–

finance curriculum. The curriculum was developed by

economists, education specialists at Federal Reserve

banks, and financial–education researchers. It raises the

bar for financial–education literary.

“We are really pleased that the state is pushing

financial literacy, because the more we invest in young

people the more likely our region is going to benefit over

the long term,” said Conroy–Baiter.

Teachers across Florida have the option to work with

Junior Achievement chapters in their communities, or they

can teach financial literacy on their own.

Locally, Junior Achievement has seen a surge in

demand for volunteers to teach its programs in the

classroom.

“The demand in the schools is exceeding our number of

volunteers, especially for the financial literacy instruction,”

Conroy–Baiter said.

“We had to go beyond our normal programming and

designed what we call ‘JA in a Day,’ where we teach the

entire program in one day, as opposed to scheduling eight

sessions over a period of two months. It’s an effective one–

day effort, and it’s easier for the volunteers to get a day off

from work instead of a few hours off on multiple days.”

Conroy–Baiter said the Junior Achievement board

members are active in the community recruiting volun-

teers. “And we also have a new partnership that is growing

with United Way of Brevard. We will be funded as part of

United Way’s literacy initiative targeted toward Title I

schools in the county. We are excited to be included in

United Way’s volunteer recruitment efforts.”

Title 1 is a federally funded program designed to

improve achievement at schools where there is a high

percentage of students who are eligible for free and

reduced–price lunches.

As part of its recruitment drive, Conroy–Baiter said her

organization will be reaching out to other colleges and

universities in the region to see if their students have an

interest in volunteering in the classrooms and partnering

with Junior Achievement.

Florida’s financial–literacy mandate has provided

Junior Achievement of the Space Coast the opportunity to

launch a program called “Finance Park Virtual,” which

combines traditional learning with online learning. “It

provides a practical understanding of budgeting and

finance in general,” said Conroy–Baiter, adding that the

format was created for high–school students.

The “first–of–its–kind” international financial–literacy

assessment — released in 2014 — finds that American

teenagers struggle to demonstrate competitive financial

knowledge on the world stage.

Among 18 participating countries, the U.S. ranked

between eighth and 12th place in 15–year–olds’ aptitude in

planning and managing finances, dealing with bank

accounts and monetary transactions, understanding taxes

and savings, managing risks and rewards, and comprehen-

sion of consumer rights and responsibilities in financial

contracts.

Currently, only a handful of states — including

Missouri, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia — require that

high–school students take a standalone personal finance

course to graduate, according to the “Jump$tart Coalition.”

The coalition is comprised of 150 financial institutions,

consumer groups, and federal agencies.

Teen wages and teen spending in general have a

significant impact on the nation’s economy. The total

annual teen income in the U.S. in 2014 was $91 billion,

reports Marketingvox. The total U.S. teen spending

(products brought by or for teens) was $258 billion last

year.

Conroy–Beiter said she believes that teens are eager to

learn about the basics of finance, and it’s important that

these skills take root at the K–12 level. “The younger the

better.”

In 2000, the National Endowment for Financial

Education introduced “Youth Financial Literacy Day.” In

2003, the U.S. Senate designated April as “Financial

Literacy for Youth Month.” And in March 2004, the Senate

passed Resolution 316 that officially recognized April as

“National Financial Literary Month” in America.

Junior Achievement melds education and business as

its mission, and Conroy–Baiter seems to fit perfectly

within that scope, considering her career experiences and

family background.

Conroy–Baiter is not only a graduate of one of the top

universities in America, but also has also gained hands–on

experience as a small–business owner and operator. Her

varied career includes leadership positions in the nonprofit

sector, the arts, working for a think–tank, and an advertis-

ing agency.

While at Tufts University, where Conroy–Baiter earned

her bachelor’s degree in history, she was recruited by the

Peace Corps, but opted to “jumpstart” her career at The

Advisory Board Co. in Washington, D.C., which is now a

public company. She started there as a graphic designer in

the 1990s and within two years was running the division,

overseeing some 30 employees, as director of creative

services.

In Portland, Ore., she and a business partner launched

an event–planning company. “We ran large–scale non-

profit fund–raising events for clients. I learned how

important it was for nonprofit organizations to have the

ability to raise money in their communities,” said Conroy–

Baiter, whose clients at that venture included the Ameri-

can Diabetes Association and the Good Samaritan

Hospital System.

In western New York, her native region, she was the

executive director of an arts council for eight years.

Her father was a modern languages professor for 35

years at St. Bonaventure University in St. Bonaventure,

N.Y. Her mother, a librarian, was one of the first co–eds to

graduate from St. Bonaventure University.

Conroy–Baiter, who moved to Florida last year, said her

father had originally planned to become a priest and lived

in a number of seminaries throughout Europe. Along the

way, he learned eight languages and earned eight master’s

degrees, in addition to being recruited by a professional

soccer team.

Conroy–Baiter replaced Kristin Schreiner, who was

Junior Achievement of the Space Coast’s president for a

number of years and recently relocated to Tampa.

“I feel very fortunate to walk into an organization that

is strong, in terms of its history, its board, and its manage-

ment. We’re looking forward to growing the volunteer base

and reaching more students in the county. It’s an exciting

time for JA,” said Conroy–Baiter.
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