
Vol. 33 No. 17   April 27, 2015   $1.00

Please see Centennial Development Group, page 19

A Weekly Space Coast Business Magazine with Publishing Roots in America since 1839

By Ken Datzman

COCOA — One of the main attractions of this scenic

riverfront community, founded by fishermen in 1860, is the

pedestrian–friendly, walkable Historic Cocoa Village — a

destination for both out–of–area and local residents.

The collection of unique retail shops and restaurants along

the tree–line streets of Cocoa Village represents the spirit of

small business and entrepreneurship in America. These

family owned ventures have long formed the specialty–

shopping hub in this part of the county.

In general, Cocoa Village offers a fun and enjoyable

experience to people of all ages. In addition to the shops and

eateries, there are events going on year–round, such as craft

fairs, car shows, festivals, and more.

And today is one of the most exciting times in recent years

for Cocoa Village because a major redevelopment undertaking

is winding down on a plaza at the river end on Harrison

Street, near Riverfront Park.

The Parkside Place redevelopment project has created a

new dynamic for this area of Cocoa Village, and is a shining

example of how to breathe new life into a business corridor.

“Parkside Place ties in nicely with the revitalization of

Cocoa Village. It’s like the last piece of the puzzle,” said

longtime area architect Dave Nagrodsky of DNA Architects

Inc., whose firm was hired by the Centennial Development

Group to create the distinctive Parkside Place look. He

worked closely with structural engineer Tom Adams of the

Construction Engineering Group.

“The partners of the Centennial Development Group liked

the idea of a Key West look and tied it in with the water and

the park across the street from Parkside Place,” added

Nagrodsky.

The eye–catching Parkside Place façade complements the

surrounding historic structures in Cocoa Village. The

renovation of the existing building showcases a model of

architectural creativity and design in a community–redevelop-

ment setting.

The local project team included interior designer Adrienne

Chandler of AC Design Concepts, who was hired by Ryan’s

Village Pizza & Pub, the first tenant to sign on at Parkside

Place, to create the restaurant’s old–world look in the dining

areas downstairs in the two–story business that features a

roof–top deck overlooking the Indian River.

Par kside Place leads
way as redevelopment
renews Cocoa Village

The Centennial Development Group has completed a major redevelopment project on Harrison Street in Cocoa Village. The new
Parkside Place building contains roughly 15,000 square feet and has a mix of tenants, including Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub. The
restaurant has two levels, including a deck that overlooks the Indian River. The Parkside Place project has attracted a wide mix of
businesses as tenants and is being talked about in the community as a model redevelopment undertaking. From left, the project team
includes: Tom Adams, Construction Engineering Group; Justin Morton, partner CDG; Adrienne Chandler, AD Design Concepts; Dave
Nagrodsky, DNA Architects Inc.; and Eddie Lebron, partner, CDG. The CDG partners have their office in Cocoa Village.
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UCF names longtime educator Pamela Carroll as new
dean of College of Education and Human Performance

By Zenaida Gonzalez Kotala
UCF News & Information

ORLANDO — After conducting a national search, the University of Central Florida

has selected Pamela Carroll as its new dean of the College of Education and Human

Performance.

Carroll comes to UCF from Oklahoma State University, where she has served as dean

and director of professional education and the Stella V. Anderson Endowed Professor of

Education for the past three years.

“We are excited to have Dr. Carroll join our UCF family. I know she will do an extraor-

dinary job in capitalizing on the great work we already do and advancing research,

teaching and engagement in our College of Education and Human Performance,” said

A. Dale Whittaker, UCF provost and vice president for academic affairs.

Carroll is looking forward to returning to Florida. She was associate dean for academic

affairs in the College of Education at Florida State University and a faculty member there

for 21 years, also serving in various administrative roles, including department chair and

program coordinator.

Carroll also served as an assistant professor at Georgetown College in Kentucky and

specializes in teacher education and adolescent and young–adult literature. Carroll is an

at–large executive board member for the American Association of Colleges for Teacher

Education. She received her doctoral degree in education from Auburn University, the

same institution her parents attended.

The Georgia native said she is eager to join UCF’s family.

“My imagination was captured by the sense of possibility and energy that UCF exudes

across the campus,” Carroll said. “That energy is apparent in the faculty, students,

administrators, and community stakeholders. As I learned more about the university’s

priorities I found that they align beautifully with the values that have been important to

me throughout my career as an educator.”

Carroll, or Sissi as she prefers to be called, was inspired to pursue teaching because of

her family. She taught her twin brother and her older brother “a thing or two” from very

early on. Carroll’s older sister Peggy was born with an extreme intellectual disability.

“I wondered, as a child, why I could talk, understand television shows, play with

friends, and Peggy could not enjoy any of those things,” Carroll said. “I also noticed that

she never got angry or sassy like I did, but that she smiled and giggled whenever one of

the family gave her a hug. From Peggy, I learned that being able to think and to learn is a

gift.”

Carroll plans to move in July with her husband, Joe Donoghue, her dog, Sunny, and

cat, Carl Sandburg, named after the late poet. Donoghue will become a professor of

geosciences in the College of Sciences.

Carroll will be taking over from Grant Hayes, who served as interim dean since

September. Hayes will be joining East Carolina University in July as the new dean and

distinguished professor in its College of Education.

Millefiori Spa offers free services to Brevard County cancer patients
Millefiori Medical Spa, a medical–skin rejuvenation practice located in downtown

Melbourne, recently announced that it will remove, free of charge, the radiation tattoo

marks made on Brevard County cancer patients.

“We are so thankful for the support of the community these past nine months. From

the beginning when we opened our aesthetic medical practice we wanted to give back to

the residents of Brevard County by removing those medical tattoos for free,” said physi-

cian assistants Kyle Graham and Iris Kelley, owners of the medical practice.

“This procedure will be expedited with the most advanced and safest laser tattoo

removal machine — the PicoSure,” they added.

Since opening the practice in July of last year, Millefiori has been involved with and

has donated to local charities.

The medical practice, which provides all types of skin–rejuvenation procedures, is

located at 833 E. New Haven Ave. Those wishing additional information about the offer

for cancer survivors can visit the practice’s website at www.MillefioriSkinCare.com.
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Jaborian McKenzie, are scheduled to go to trial in June.

But there is a wider indictment here that goes beyond

the heinous acts of four individual men. The video, which

aired at the trial and later on the ABC News program

“20/20,” shows that at least a half–dozen bystanders —

fellow students — saw this poor unconscious woman, who

appeared lifeless, being dragged through their building like

a dead deer during hunting season.

And they did nothing.

Didn’t speak up. Didn’t call 911 or the police. Nothing.

Dr. Corbi Milligan, who was Juror No. 12 in the trial of

Vandenburg and Batey, told ABC News afterward, “I’m

curious now that people that we saw in the surveillance

video that saw that victim totally unconscious being

carried down the hall to that room … what are they

thinking now? We are civilized human beings and the

rules and responsibilities of living in society are that you

look out for your fellow man.”

Beyond the video, it was clear during the trial through

the testimony of a parade of roommates, classmates and

teammates that others know something bad had happened

to this young woman. And yet they failed to intervene.

That disturbed Vanderbilt Chancellor Nicholas S.

Zeppos, who issued a statement after the trial that read in

part: “I am deeply troubled that some students who knew

or should have known about the incident that led to this

week’s convictions failed to take any positive action. This is

not the culture at Vanderbilt, and it must never be

repeated.”

But unfortunately looking the other way is the culture

on many college campuses, where the apparent First

Commandment of College Life is, “Thou shalt never do

anything to get a fellow student in trouble.”

That’s a big reason why President Obama last fall

launched his “It’s On Us” initiative to raise awareness and

help put an end to sexual assault on college campuses.

“An estimated one in five women has been sexually

assaulted during her college years — one in five,” the

president said in announcing the initiative. “Of those

assaults, only 12 percent are reported, and of those

reported assaults, only a fraction of the offenders are

punished. … It is on all of us to reject the quiet tolerance of

sexual assault and to refuse to accept what’s unaccept-

able.”

Not long after the president’s announcement, a young

UCF student was sitting in my campus office with her

It’s the duty of all of us to stop sexual abuse – awareness still needs to be raised
By Rick Brunson
UCF Forum columnist

The campus–security video is harrowing.

In the early morning hours of June 23, 2013, four

Vanderbilt University football players carry the limp,

unconscious body of a 21–year–old female honors student

from a car and into a campus–dorm building after a night

of drinking in downtown Nashville. The men dump her in

a hallway and take pictures of her with their smartphones,

while laughing and smirking.

Minutes later they haul her into a dorm room of one of

the students, where Nashville police and prosecutors say

the men sexually assaulted her with their hands and a

water bottle, while one of them, her supposed “boyfriend,”

videotaped the act and shared it with friends.

Horrifying. Deplorable. Unspeakably cruel.

Two of the men, Brandon Vandenburg and Cory Batey,

were convicted of rape in January and are awaiting

sentencing. The two other men, Brandon Banks and

father and tearfully sharing how she had been sexually

assaulted after having one drink — which turned out to be

spiked — at a downtown Orlando bar. She woke up the

next morning in a strange room, dazed and confused and

panicked, with a man who refused to give her his cellphone

so she could call for help. As she talked, her dad was

visibly shaken and I, a father of a daughter in her early

20s, empathized with his anger and his grief.

By that time, the student had already reported the

crime to authorities and was receiving help and services

from both on–campus and off–campus professionals.

The young woman gave me permission to share part of

her story because she said it’s important, as President

Obama said, to raise awareness about this scourge that

exists on college campuses.

Her message: “I think a lot of people don’t want to talk

about it [sexual assault]. But I found relief from talking

about it. I’m seeing a therapist, and talking about it has

caused me to understand that a lot of people put the blame

on themselves when what’s happening is that you’re

singled out as a target and a victim, and it’s not your fault.”

Today, this young woman is completing her education

— as well as her journey to healing — and has not let what

happened deter her, derail her or define her.

But sexual assault needs to be an ongoing conversation

because it is on us — students, educators and parents — to

prevent it.

As part of that effort, students in my Magazine Editing

& Production class have joined with journalism students at

Apeejay Stya University in Delhi, India, to produce a

cross–cultural, multimedia story about campus sexual

assault in both countries. The story will post on Centric

magazine’s website and air on Apeejay Stya’s news radio

program later this month.

The project’s lead reporter at UCF, student Tori

Walker, said her eyes have been opened about how much

awareness still needs to happen on this issue among her

fellow students.

“It’s such a taboo topic that people are afraid to talk

about it,” Walker said. “I think that people blame sexual

assault on the ‘college experience’ — and that’s not OK.”

It’s on us — all of us — to change that perception.

Rick Brunson is associate instructor of journalism in
UCF’s Nicholson School of Communication. He can
be reached at Richard.Brunson@UCF.edu.

Suzanne Olson is named ReStore director at Habitat for Humanity of Brevard
Habitat for Humanity of Brevard County Inc. has hired Suzanne Olson as its ReStore director. This is a newly created

position for the organization and her role will be to expand the community outreach and donation base of the ReStore at

4515 Babcock St. in Palm Bay. Before joining Habitat, Olson spent 30 years in retail management. Her experience

includes human resources, operations, single– and multi–store supervision, and non–profit growth.

“I am very excited to be a part of an organization that is doing such important work in our community. The opportu-

nity to serve Brevard County families in need is a great honor,” said Olson.

“We are very proud to have Suzanne as the new ReStore director,” said Diane Koenig, executive director of Brevard

Habitat. “Her education, experience and skills are just what we need to help us fulfill our ReStore goals going forward.

We are confident she will help us to achieve our stated vision and mission.”

The ReStore is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday. Donations of new

and gently used appliances, home furnishings and building materials are accepted and welcomed. ReStore trucks and

personnel gladly pick up merchandise from residential and commercial locations by appointment.
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The growing inherent defectiveness of public
schooling across this nation is of concern

By Jacob G. Hornberger

The Feb. 15 “Washington Post”

reported that an outgoing superintendent

of public schools in Montgomery County,

Md., Joshua P. Starr, is lamenting the

short tenure of school superintendents.

Starr took the job of school superinten-

dent in 2011 and is now leaving because

he failed to garner the support of the local

school board.

Unfortunately, all too many believers

in public schools just don’t get it: it doesn’t

matter whom they get to be superinten-

dent, and it doesn’t matter what reforms

they adopt. The problem with public

schooling is public schooling. It is an

inherently defective system. That means

it cannot be fixed and it cannot be

reformed. In fact, oftentimes when a

system is inherently defective, reforms

only make the situation worse.

Public schooling is inherently defective

because it is a socialist system, which

itself is an inherently defective paradigm.

It always produces a shoddy product no

matter who is in charge of the system and

no matter what reforms are brought to

the system. The only solution to socialism

is to dismantle it, which means the free

market, which is the only system that

works. It produces the best possible

product.

Consider the public–schooling system

in Montgomery County. Eight people on a

school board are planning, in a top–down,

command–and–control manner, the

education of 154,000 students. That is no

different in principle from the central–

planning models employed by the Soviet

Union, those in which a central board

planned the production of shoddy

clothing, food, and other important items.

Moreover, education by the state is

really “army–like.” Think about what the

army teaches people — regimentation,

conformity, obedience, and deference to

authority. Individualism, nonconformity,

and independent thinking are not traits

treasured within the military structure.

In fact, the military does everything it can

to stamp them out of its members.

It’s no different with public schooling

— an environment of regimentation,

conformity, obedience, and deference to

authority. Like the army, public–school

authorities attempt to stamp out

individualism, nonconformity, and

independent thinking.

True education is a seeking process,

one in which a person voraciously seeks

to acquire more knowledge about a

particular subject about which he is

passionate. When a person gets inter-

ested in a particular subject, he will do

everything he can to learn about it, which

oftentimes means learning in other areas

that relate to the primary subject of

interest. Ultimately, a person might seek

out a tutor, a class, or even a school that

specializes in the area he’s interested in.

That’s what makes education fun and

exciting.

From birth to the age of 6, it’s that

natural love of learning that character-

izes everyone. Think about that infamous

three–letter word that bedevils every

parent of children six or under: “Why?

Why? Why?”

By the time the child has spent 12

years in public school, that three–letter

word has been smashed out of him. The

passionate love of learning is gone. All

that matters is doing well on tests, which

inevitably involves lots of memorization.

Getting good grades is all that matters

because that’s how one gets into college.

At the same time, during those twelve

years of state schooling, children have

been molded into becoming what one

might call “good, little citizens,” cogs in a

vast machinery, deferring to authority,

blindly supporting the authorities in

whatever they are doing, and not

questioning the political, economic, or

educational systems in any fundamental

way.

Central planning isn’t the only

socialistic characteristic of public

schooling. Attendance is compulsory and

financing is done through force. The

textbooks are chosen by the government.

The schoolteachers, no matter how good

and how dedicated they are, are govern-

ment employees and must, in the final

analysis, make certain that what they are

teaching is acceptable to the government

No reform can fix public schooling, and

neither can getting better school superin-

tendents. The only solution to public

schooling is to dismantle it — to separate

school and state — to rely on freedom and

the free market for education.

Jaocb G. Hornberger is
president of The Future of
Freedom Foundation in
Fairfax, Va. (www.FFF.org).
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Buying or Selling? Do it with Confidence!

Nick Farinella 321-704-1600
I Can SELL Any Type Of Property!

100+ Homes CLOSED in 2014
From $18000 to $2.5 Million

Born and raised in Cocoa Beach
- I know every Subdivision &
Condominium in this County!

Registered Coldwell Banker
Relocation Expert

www.NicksRE.com

From $
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Three FREE  
Shredding Events 
At The UPS Store®

10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
The UPS Store

3682 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne

(321) 428-4554

10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
The UPS Store

274 E. Eau Gallie Blvd.
Indian Harbour Beach

(321) 473-4685
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VINYL LETTERING MAGNETS
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS DIRECT MAIL CAMPAIGNS

GRAPHIC DESIGN FULL COLOR OFFSET PRINTING
BLACK/WHITE & COLOR COPYING AND MUCH MORE!

AUTHORIZED SHIPPING CENTERAuthorized ShipCenter

321-951-4354
info@pipcandoit.com  |  www.pipcandoit.com

1480 Palm Bay Rd. NE  |  Palm Bay, FL 32905

Viera/Melbourne/Palm Bay

SIGNS  BANNERS  POSTERS
NEW!   Yard Signs | PVC Signs
Backlit Signs | Point of Sale Signs

Door & Window Signage | Outdoor Banners
Retractable Banners | Tradeshow Displays

DFI Bridge Corporation offers professional services in 
the design and on-site construction of heavy timber 
structures, including Vehicular Bridges(AASHTOHS-20-
44), Pedestrian & Walk-way Bridges, Resort 
Boardwalks, Covered Bridges, Retaining walls & 
Bulkheads, Golf Cart and Light Maintenance Bridges.  
We also offer any custom Designed structures such as 
Gazebos, Tee Boxes, Shelters, and Tee Stairs.  

Experts in the construction of heavy timber structures
from landmark golf courses and National parks in 
Chicago to the “Wizarding World of Harry Potter” at 
Universal Orlando,  and Disney Springs, the newest 
development in Downtown Disney.  

We use environmentally friendly building 
techniques that allow us to build from the top of 
the bridge, which reduces the disturbance of any 
fragile wetland environment.

Bay Creek
Cape Charles, VA

Pechanga Resort
Temecula, CA

Saratoga covered bridge
with boardwalk & floating dock
Disney Springs, Buena Vista, FL

“Wizarding World of Harry Potter” 
Universal Studios, Orlando, FL

Diamond Creek, Banner Elk, NC

Summerhouse, Holly Ridge, NC

Tashua Knolls Terrace
Trumbull, CT

Admirals Cove, Jupiter, FL

5055 Babcock St, NE, Suite 4
Palm Bay, FL  32905
321.727.7100 Office

321.728.7100 Facsimile
www.dfi-gc.com



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationARRIL 27, 2015

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 7

Florida farmers very aware of need to
conserve the state’s natural resources

GAINESVILE – Farm families are keenly aware of the

need to conserve natural resources. They put that aware-

ness into practical action every day.

Their care for land and water reflects an “environmen-

tal ethic that guides everything they do on their proper-

ties,” says the Florida Farm Bureau, the state’s largest

agricultural organization, representing more than 147,000

member–families.

Farmers and ranchers are committed to conservation

strategies because they are keys to their success as food

producers for a burgeoning world population.

Field data by the Florida Farm Bureau reveal the

extent of their accomplishments. Florida farm families

conserve more than 11 billion gallons of freshwater each

year by efficient use of the resource. They have installed

precisely controlled irrigation networks, comprehensive

recycling systems, retention ponds and other methods that

both reduce water use and enhance water quality.

Agricultural producers also constantly implement

techniques that use less energy resources to grow larger

quantities of food. The average farm now feeds an esti-

mated155 people each year. In 1960 that number was 26.

In other words, the same farm with the same acreage can

now support five times more people than it did 50 years

ago. Their skilled work puts food on the table in their

homes and in yours.

More than 9.3 million acres of agricultural and forestry

land in Florida are now enrolled in Best Management

Practices. These state–of–the–art strategies, devised by

university experts, protect the soil, preserve wildlife

habitat, conserve and protect water quality and increase

energy efficiency.

Nearly 700 farmers and ranchers across the Sunshine

State have been recognized by a special program for their

superior leadership in protecting the environment. They

have received awards for their achievements under Florida

Farm Bureau’s County Alliance for Responsible Environ-

mental Stewardship Program. CARES award recipients

operate conservation systems that have been evaluated by

state officials to verify their effectiveness.

Brevard Humane Society teams with Foo
Bar for April 25 fund–raiser in Melbourne

The Brevard Humane Society and Foo Bar, located at

816 E. New Haven Ave. in Melbourne, will be hosting “Foo

Dog Days” from 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 25.

This monthly event will feature adoptable animals from

the Humane Society at both Foo Bar and the Molly Mutt II

Thrift Shop (located a half a block west of Foo Bar),

complimentary doggie treats, raffles, drink specials and

more. All animals must be on a leash and have proof of

current shots along with a county tag. The Humane

Society will also be there providing the public with fun,

educational information about responsible pet ownership

and will have merchandise available for purchase.

Proceeds from this event will help to raise awareness

and financial support for the “unwanted and abandoned”

pets that end up at the Humane Society’s adoption centers.

For more information about this fund–raiser, contact the

Humane Society at 636–3343.
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The Game Changer…
                In Hair Loss Treatment

State-of-the-Art Treatment for Hair Loss

NEOGRAFT®

BEFORE

AFTER

Traditional

NeoGraft

321.727.3223 • www.DrClevensHair.com • 707 West Eau Gallie Blvd • Melbourne

Clevens Face &
Body Specialists

Introduces

•  Least invasive procedure
•  No incision, no sutures, no linear scar
•  Large areas in a single session
•  PRP to speed healing
•  Fastest recovery time

Call Today for a Private Consultation

Nancy R. Taylor
Broker/Owner

www.NuVantageInsurance.com
253-9000

Auto and Cycle Insurance
with the

Coverage and Service You Deserve
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Graduate Degrees: 
Business Administration 

Counseling 
Cybersecurity 

Human Resources Development 
Human Resources Management 

Information Technology Management 
Management & Leadership 

Procurement & Acquisitions Management 
Public Administration 

Information Session  
 

May 13, 2015  
Merritt Island campus 

Walk in anytime between 10am-6pm 
 

RSVP today at spacecoast@webster.edu 

Graduate Classes 
Begin 

June 1, 2015 

Campus Locations 
 

Merritt Island Campus 
150 N. Sykes Creek Pkwy. ♦ 321-449-4500 

 

Melbourne Campus 
1775 W. Hibiscus Blvd. ♦ 321-956-6700 

 

Patrick AFB Campus 
Please Call 321-868-5194 

Medical & EMT Supplies

Uniforms  �  Shoes  �  Accessories

Melbourne Shopping Center

1387 S. Babcock Steet

676-0000

Medical & 

EMT Supplies

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
Serving Brevard Since 1965

2
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Health First names Lottie Odom as Home
Care director; has wide experience in field

ROCKLEDGE — Lottie Odom has joined Health First

as Home Care director. In this position, she is responsible

for directing all operations for Health First Home Care,

including implementation of “reliable processes that will

meet and exceed national benchmarks for patient satisfac-

tion and quality.”

She also will work collaboratively with all stakeholders

in Health First’s integrated delivery network to ensure

Health First Home Care provides optimal clinical pro-

grams and transitions of care for patients.

Odom is a “proven leader” with more than 20 years

experience in the health–care field, including having

served as a registered “nurse/clinical charge nurse” in the

emergency room at Health First’s Holmes Regional

Medical Center in Melbourne, and as an RN in the

Cardiovascular Progressive Care Unit and Emergency/

Critical Care Unit.

She joins Health First from her previous position of vice

president of Home Health Care of Florida in Melbourne,

where she was responsible for successfully starting a

Medicare–certified home–health agency. Under her

leadership, the organization experienced “unprecedented

growth” while maintaining “excellent clinical care,

outcomes and customer satisfaction.” She also has

experience serving as a branch director and as a cardiopul-

monary specialty director for Gentiva Health Services in

Viera.

Odom earned her bachelor’s degree in nursing from the

University of Central Florida and her associate degree in

nursing from Brevard Community College .

Founded in 1995, Health First is Central Florida’s only

fully integrated delivery network and employs more than

7,800 associates. Visit www.Health–First.org for more

information about its facilities, programs and services.

Barnes & Noble in West Melbourne
to host six women authors on May 5

Barnes & Noble at 1955 W. New Haven Ave. in West

Melbourne will host a book–signing event showcasing six

authors at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 5. The program is titled

“A Book for Every Mom.”

Are you a fan of fairy tales? Meet award–winning “New

York Times” and “USA Today” best–selling author Alethea

Kontis and get a signed copy of her latest in the Woodcut-

ter Sister series, “Dearest.”

Can’t get enough of Harlequin romances? Leigh Duncan

will be signing her latest novel, “The Rancher’s Lullaby,” a

contemporary romance with a “dash of Southern sass.”

Do you prefer your romance with a hint of religious

inspiration? Meet award–winning author Rachel Hauck

and pick up a copy of her latest in the Royal Wedding

Series, “How to Catch a Prince.”

Do you want to read a moving, inspirational story?

Take a look at Amy Lyon’s memoir, “Only God Know Why:

A Mother’s Memoir of Death and Rebirth.”

Just want to read something fun and romantic? Pick

Naomi Bellina’s contemporary romance, “Don’t Say No.”

Finally, check out “Untamed Cowboys,” a new release by

Kara Wills (aka Rhea Ragle). For more information about

this community event, call B&N at 726–8817.
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Confident Retirement is not a guarantee of future financial results. Brokerage, investment 
and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, 
Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.  

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
321.622.8371 leasha.flammio@ampf.com

®
® approach

You’ve prepared for a rewarding retirement.
I can help you make the most of it.
As an Ameriprise Private Wealth advisor, I can help you  
grow and preserve your wealth to put your vision of  
confident retirement more within reach.
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Flammio Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
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Please see Classic Wood Flooring, page 15

installed ceramic tile floor will outperform and outlast

nearly any other floor–covering product created for the

same application, according to the World Floor Covering

Association in Anaheim, Calif.

Don Herndon said the benefits of ceramic tile include

that of being environmentally friendly, fire–resistant, and

water–resistant. He also pointed out ceramic tile’s

versatility. Modern ceramic–manufacturing technology

has created a virtually limitless number of colors, sizes,

styles, shapes, and textures that can add character to any

room in the home or office.

The Herndons do not have to look far too see the new

growth of commercial construction in the area. Their

business is located on U.S. Highway 1 at 3115 Aspinwall

Ave., on the hill next to “Florida Today.”

They can look out from their showroom and see the

new “Class A” Riverview Tower at Suntree go up. The

roughly 80,000–square–foot facility, being built by Tricon

Development of Brevard Inc., overlooks the Indian River

Lagoon. The first floor of the project will house retail

businesses. There will be four floors of office space.

Charine Lewis of area firm JM Real Estate is the leasing

agent for the Riverview Tower at Suntree.

“That project is really going to enhance the area. It’s

great to see it come out of the ground,” said Don Herndon.

The Herndons are hopeful that the recovery in the

construction industry will continue, as many believe it

will in the years ahead.

Their business suffered along with the industry when

the housing bubble burst, but, remarkably, they were able

to avoid any layoffs at Classic Wood Flooring, which has

forged strong relationships over the years with residential

builders and commercial contractors in the region.

“We put our personal money back into the business

when the economy soured and did not lay off one person

during the downturn,” he said.

Area business Classic Wood Flooring grows alongside home–building industry
and commercial construction market in region; two years of employee growth
By Ken Datzman

The rise of new–home sales in Brevard County has

lifted the vendor–supply chain in a big way, showing the

broad reach the construction industry has on area

businesses that are interconnected to such transactions.

And for longtime businessowners Don and Julie

Herndon, the operators of full–service Classic Wood

Flooring, which caters to the residential and the commer-

cial markets with a wide range of products and services,

the current environment looks very encouraging.

Their business, as a supplier, is seeing strong activity

in both segments.

“It’s not often that both the residential segment and

the commercial segment are rising at the same time,” said

Don Herndon.

“Generally, the commercial sector lags the residential

sector, and it did for a while. But it has caught up quickly.

Our business right now is humming along pretty well in

both of those areas.”

New–home construction is projected to expand this

year, as is commercial building. Various forecasts call for

meaningful growth in the two building segments. “And

the home–improvement market is growing, too,” said

Julie Herndon, whose business serves that market as

well.

In the aftermath of the Great Recession, the U.S.

home–improvement industry has fared better than the

broader housing market, according to a new report from

the Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard Univer-

sity.

“Emerging Trends in the Remodeling Market” is the

latest biennial report in the “Improving America’s

Housing” series published by the Remodeling Futures

Program at the Joint Center.

While residential construction is years away from a

full recovery around the nation, the home–improvement

industry could post record–level spending in 2015, the

report says.

The rebound in all of these sectors is fueling new

growth for Classic Wood Flooring. Their business is up

roughly 28 percent over the first quarter of last year.

“I don’t know if we can sustain that pace of growth for

2015, but it’s definitely going to be a very positive year for

our company,” said Don Herndon.

On the commercial side of the business, Classic Wood

Flooring, working under Certified General Contractors,

installed ceramic tile in the first building at the new

Suntree–Viera Professional Park in Suntree, which is

currently being developed on 24 acres at “Brevard

Medical City.” There will be several phases of develop-

ment of that project. The first building will house Dr. Abe

Hardoon’s Suntree Internal Medicine. “We put about

21,000 square feet of tile in that building,” said Don

Herndon.

Ceramic tile is a popular choice of flooring because of

its aesthetic appeal, durability, and easy care. A properly

Don and Julie Herndon, owners of area firm Classic Wood Flooring, have seen their employment ranks grow by some 30 people over
the last 24 months as the residential and commercial construction industries have accelerated in the region. Their business has supplier
relationships with a number of homebuilders and commercial contractors. During the real–estate downturn of several years ago, their
business did not lay off any employees.
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Please see Caring Hearts Benefit, page 17

from cancer patients. The idea for the Caring Hearts

Benefit came from one of CCF’s former board members,

Gary Wynberg, said Fiol.

Last year’s event raised roughly $135,000. The goal this

year is $150,000 or more, said businessman Tom Drago,

the committee chairman for the Caring Hearts Benefit

and a partner in Summation Research Inc. in Melbourne.

“Cancer really puts a burden on the personal lives of

individuals and families and their ability to pay bills. It

creates a lot of stress. As an organization raising funds,

we’re trying to relieve some of that stress for cancer

patients who are either underinsured or uninsured in

Brevard and Indian River counties,” said Drago, who is a

member of the CCF Board of Directors.

He added, “The money we raise from the Caring Hearts

Cancer Care Foundation’s ‘Caring Hearts Benefit’ May 2 at André home —
Kentucky Derby theme; auction includes ‘Everybody Loves Marta’ package

By Ken Datzman

Over the years, a community fund–raising event put on

by the Cancer Care Centers of Brevard Foundation Inc.

has played a safety–net role in the lives of a growing

number of people diagnosed with cancer who do not have

adequate health–insurance coverage or no coverage at all.

The annual “Caring Hearts Benefit” assists cancer

patients undergoing treatment. This assistance may

include paying for their basic living expenses, their

utilities and rent, their transportation costs to care

facilities, as well as their pain and cancer–related medica-

tions.

The CCF program is available to residents in Brevard

and Indian River counties.

Marta Fiol, the longtime secretary of the board and

patient advocate of CCF, has seen requests from families

in the region ramp up over the past decade.

“We have helped more than 290 families since the

Caring Hearts Benefit was started 13 years ago,” she said.

“The number of applicants continues to go up on an

annual basis. We spend $14,000 a month helping cancer

patients in the two counties. That’s our monthly budget.

The Caring Hearts Benefit is actually how we make our

budget for the whole year. This is a very, very important

event for us.”

Joining her as officers of CCF are: Karen Osiniak,

president, who is with RE/MAX Elite; Mick Welch, with

Seacoast Bank; and Karen Kirkland, treasurer, with Carr,

Riggs & Ingram.

In 2002, as the patient load increased, the organization

realized it needed a “signature event” that would raise

monies in order to keep up with the demand it was seeing

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

The 2015 ‘Caring Hearts Benefit’ volunteer committee recently met at Summation Research in Melbourne to go over details of the upcoming event. From left, the members include: Darcia Jones Francey,
Marta Fiol, Jeanne André, Todd Gross, Valeri Ouimette, Dr. David Parker, Jennifer Schneider, Tom Drago, Alaura Seidner, Mick Welch, Darlene Geiger, Sue Langlois, Karen Osiniak, Vickie Floyd, and
Keri Langlois. The committee also includes Jesse Geiger, Samara Tabata, James Henderson, and Karen Kirkland.
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Tickets are now on sale for ‘Clue at the Zoo’ set May 8; program to benefit Crosswinds Youth Services
Tickets are available to the public for the first “Clue at

the Zoo,” a Safari Mystery fund–raising event for Cross-

winds Youth Services, in collaboration with the Brevard

County Sheriff’s Office and the support of Central Florida

Crimeline. The event is set for May 8 at the Brevard Zoo,

8225 N. Wickham Road in Melbourne.

Guest detectives will be invited to put their “CSI skills”

to the test and try to identify the mystery villain. Various

crime scenes and clues will be present throughout the Zoo.

Guests will be given time to examine each scene, question

each other and come to a conclusion of “who done it.” One

lucky guest detective’s ticket will be drawn for a grand

prize.

Proceeds of the event will benefit Crosswinds Youth

Services, a nonprofit organization located in Cocoa that

provides emergency shelter for children ages 10–17, as

well as counseling, case management, transitional living,

and other services for youth in crisis and their families.

A limited number of tickets are available for $50 per

person. On May 8 at the Brevard Zoo’s Nyami Nyami

Pavilion, registration begins at 5:30 p.m. and complimen-

tary appetizers will be served at 6 p.m. A cash bar will be

available. Guest detectives are “advised to wear comfort-

able shoes for walking as they search the Zoo for clues!”

To obtain tickets for “Clue at the Zoo,” call Misty

Campbell at 452–0800, extension 205, or send an e–mail to

MistyCampbell@CrosswindsYouthServices.org.

The Platinum Sponsor for “Clue at the Zoo” is South-

east Petro Distributors. The Gold Sponsors are the

Brevard County Sheriff’s Office, Maverick Multimedia Inc.,

and BB&T.

Silver Sponsors include Gordon & Cornell Attorneys at

Law, Canaveral Port Authority, Rockledge Police Depart-

ment, Palm Bay Police Department, West Melbourne

Police Department, Cocoa Beach Police Department,

Attorney Mitchell Goldman, and Dr. Robert and Bunny

Lehton. Friends of Crosswinds Sponsors are Jack and

Yvette Parker, Indian Harbour Beach Police Department,

and Greg Crews.

Event food and beverage sponsors include Pepsi, Pollo

Tropical, Fishlips Waterfront Bar & Grill, DoubleTree by

Hilton Cocoa Beach Oceanfront, Wassi’s Meat Market, and

Beef O’Brady’s Viera.

Satellite Beach Public Library to present ‘Turtle Talk’ May 9
The Satellite Beach Public Library at 751 Jamaica Blvd. will present “Turtle Talk” at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 9.

This community program will provide attendees with a basic overview of sea turtles. The presentation will be by the

Sea Turtle Preservation Society. For information about this event, call 676–1701 between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. This event

is free of charge and open to the public.
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Hwy A1A to South 5th Street 
Cocoa Beach ● (321) 783-3127 

www.surfsideplayers.comm 

 
BBook & Lyrics by ALAN JAY LERNER 

Music by FREDERICK LOEWE 
Presented by special arrangement with Tams-Witmark 

Director 
BRYAN BERGERON 

Musical Director 
DOROTHY WRIGHT 

Choreographer 
ARLENE SUTHERLAND 

April 17 – May 3, 2015 

A Golden Nugget of a Musical!  
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Organized movement and excited chatter fills the

building as more than 60 children, from ages 4 to 21,

practice their lines and rehearse their choreography in

preparation for the public musical performance of “Oliver

Twist,” which will be showcased on May 17 at Discover

Life Church by the members of Our School House (OSH), a

homeschool co–operative devoted to teaching Christian

principles.

The purpose of the drama program is to give

homeschool kids the opportunity to act in plays and to

expose them to the “upright, moral message” in those

plays. The program, which has been performing plays for

the past two–and–half–years, picks “uplifting plays which

are definitely G–rated,” says drama director Payge

Whipple. The directors also make sure there are enough

parts for the younger students to have active roles as well

as the older students. “No one who auditions is turned

away.”

One of the unique aspects of the OSH Drama program

is the “team effort” involved. Parents are actively involved,

as are older students who often shepherd the younger

children and help them practice their lines. Take, for

example, 14–year–old Quinn Ewasiak, who is interested in

pursuing set–design for a career. Her family leads the set

design, giving Quinn experience and free reign for her

creativity. Though supervised by local artist and art

teacher Jackie Scone, the kids paint the sets and make the

props and costumes. Most sell tickets, and some even help

edit the script. “The dedication on the part of the kids and

their parents is incredible,” says Arlene Alvarado, the

music director and choreographer.

Not only is the OSH program receptive to family

involvement, but it is also “a good way for kids to get their

foot in the door in the field of creative arts,” and at a low

cost, too. With the total fee capped at $400 per family, big

families (the largest this semester has nine children in the

play) can participate at a low cost. Spread out over five

months, one play is produced each spring and fall. This

spring’s performance of “Oliver Twist” will be performed

privately to public schooled students at Palm Bay Elemen-

tary on May 11 and Roy Allen Elementary on May 15.

“It will be kids performing for kids,” said Whipple.

These performances are capped off by the public perfor-

mances at Discover Life Church on May 17 at 4 p.m. and

7 p.m. The tickets are $5 per person. They can be pur-

chased in advance by e–mailing producer Carrie Cronkhite

at CarrieCronkhite@gmail.com.

Parts of what makes OSH productions exceptional are

the directors, said Whipple.

Alvarado, the music director, was a classical singer and

professional operatic soprano before coming onboard with

OSH for “Oliver Twist.”

“There are so many life skills in putting on a quality

production,” said Alvarado. “They learn patience, persever-

ance. They’re building character.”

Whipple ran a play company north of Chicago for

10 years before moving to Florida. Immediately, she was

connected with Carrie Cronkhite, the production producer,

which created “a perfect pairing.” They worked together

producing and directing four plays before “Oliver Twist.”

“I just love working with the kids,” said Chronkhite.

All that OSH has accomplished is particularly astound-

ing in “light of their humble beginnings,” said Whipple.

The first play began in the living room of the producer,

Cronkhite, and with a cast of 12 pre–teen girls who put on

“Beauty and the Beast” in their free time. The play was

“very good,” said Cronkhite. “I knew it needed to be

performed.” The girls put on the play for the community of

Melbourne Village in the fall of 2012. “It was a hit.”

Following the production of “Oliver Twist,” OSH will

perform the play “Narnia” and the musical “Seven Brides

for Seven Brothers.”

Youngsters, adults to showcase their talents in musical performance of ‘Oliver Twist’ at Discover Life Church

Brevard Heart Foundation accepting applications for student scholarships
The Brevard Heart Foundation is accepting applications for scholarship awards now through May 31. The BHF was

established in 1957, and later obtained a nonprofit status to promote quality health care in Brevard County. The main

focus of the organization is to offer scholarship awards to students who are Brevard County residents or who have

graduated from a Brevard County school. These awards are given to medical students, nursing students, nurse practitio-

ners and physician–assistant students. For more information about the BHF, visit www.BrevardHeartFoundation.org.

The organization’s new executive director is Tish Proctor. Her e–mail address is Tish@BrevardHeartFoundation.com.
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Call Ms. Kelly Camirand for details

321.544.8076

The 10th Annual Revolution Technologies 
Women’s Pro Tennis Classic at Kiwi Tennis 
Club is a Har-Tru USTA Pro Circuit Wild Card 
Challenge, the last in a three-tournament series 
wherein the American who wins the highest 
number of WTA points will earn a Main Draw 
Wild Card into the 2015 French Open… 

30 Tradewinds Drive • Indian Harbour Beach, Florida 32937
(321) 773-2116 • www.kiwitennisclub.com

COCOA
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In Catholic school, I am encouraged to dream, explore, and succeed.
All my teachers really care about me and challenge me to do my best.
I am prepared for my future and will always have my faith as I go through life.
Melbourne
Melbourne Central Catholic High School
Ascension Catholic School
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School

Palm Bay
St. Joseph Catholic School

Indialantic
Holy Name of  Jesus  Catholic School

Rockledge
St. Mary’s Catholic School

Merritt Island
Divine Mercy  Catholic Academy

Cocoa Beach
Our Saviour Catholic School

Titusville
St. Teresa Catholic School

BrevardCatholicSchools.org  l  Academic achievement. Faith formation. Moral leadership.
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Classic Wood Flooring
Continued from page 10

“The installers didn’t work as much as they did in

previous years leading up to the downturn, but we were

able to keep everyone on the payroll. Our employees are

our number–one asset. They have been very loyal to the

company over the years.”

“As businessowners, Julie and I felt like it was our

turn, our opportunity, to take care of them when things

really tightened up. And now that we have come out of

that economic slide, it’s been terrific for our team because

business has been really good.”

The job–killing recession in the U.S. impacted

businesses of all sizes across almost all industries.

Julie Herndon said the turnaround for Classic Wood

Flooring began about two years ago and the company has

been in a hiring mode every since.

“We have hired seven people just in the office. Overall,

in the last two years we’ve probably added 30 people to

keep up with our volume of business. But we don’t take

giant steps. We move forward at a measured pace. That

approach has worked well for the company,” she said.

Brevard County’s housing market is reeling in buyers,

and area firms like Classic Wood Flooring are benefiting.

“I think the Brevard housing market is still a pretty

good buy. The price per square foot is lower in Brevard

than in other areas of Florida, and that’s helping sales, I

believe,” said Don Herndon.

The county’s inventory of existing homes has been fast

declining, spurring the construction of new housing starts

in a growing number of communities, and a surge in

remodeling as buyers purchased existing homes.

Don Herndon said Classic Wood Flooring is selling and

installing about “two tractor–trailer loads of tiles a week.

We’re using a lot of tile. Our wood–flooring sales have

been good, too. But on new construction projects, the

homebuyers are going mostly with tile. They are embrac-

ing tile in a big way.”

Classic Wood Flooring works with a number of

homebuilders, including Christopher Burton Luxury

Homes, Arthur Rutenberg Homes, and Viera Builders.

The latter firm is building homes at Strom Park. Viera

Builders is the exclusive builder there. Classic Wood

Flooring is doing “five to six homes a week” with Viera

Builders.

This time around, the purchasers of these new homes

are living in them. During the last home–buying run–up,

many investors were looking to turn a quick profit by

purchasing the home and hoping to “flip” it, which

eventually led to and played a role creating the chaos in

the housing industry.

“The people who are buying the homes that we’re

working on are moving into them. There are no ‘flippers’

of these homes, so there is no speculation. I think that

makes for a much more stable environment,” said Don

Herndon.

The consumers who are buying the custom homes are

favoring large–format tiles, he said.

Years ago, the typical floor tile used in the U.S. was

under a foot square. But now, homeowners have discov-

ered the unique styling attributes of large–format tiles.

The Herndons recently attended an industry show in

South Florida. “They were showing us 12– by 24–inch tile,

18– by 36–inch tile, and 8–by 48–inch wood–grain tile.

That takes a big area to use those size tiles. But what we

are seeing locally is the use of 18– by 36–inch tile. We are

installing a lot of those sizes in homes. It really sets off

the home and the tiles are gorgeous,” Don Herndon said.

As the residential and commercial construction sectors

strengthen in the county, Classic Wood Flooring is

positioned to build upon the momentum it has seen in the

first quarter of this year. “It’s great to see the construction

market growing again. We’re excited about the long–term

outlook in Brevard County as the housing recovery

continues,” said Don Herndon.

Workshop for feral cat colony caregivers
The Space Coast Feline Network will conduct a workshop for feral cat colony caregivers from 1 to 4 p.m. on  Saturday,

May 9, at the Central Brevard Library, 308 Forrest Ave. in Cocoa. The workshop is for those who are involved with the

care of feral cats and includes demonstrations on how to use traps. This workshop is free of charge. Call the Helpline to

register at 631–7729.
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Makes all the Difference

321.254.9145
www.rivertreebuilders.com

From one room additions
to kitchens, bathrooms,
outdoor living spaces

and complete home remodeling
you can count on the

32 years of experience
River Tree Builders
brings to every job.

Complete

Remodeling Specialist
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SERVI CESAs the county’s exclusive provider of non-emergency 
ambulance services, Coastal Health Systems of 
Brevard makes important connections every day 

for the citizens of our community. Since 1988, its staff of 
trained professionals has safely transported thousands of 
patients to and from their healthcare providers, playing a key role 
in Brevard’s medical transportation system.

Coastal Health Systems is a truly unique partnership. Operating under 
the governance of a Board of Directors with members from all three 
Brevard hospital systems and the oversight of the Board of County 
Commissioners, Coastal is able to respond to the needs and vision of 
the county’s healthcare and emergency services professionals alike.

Coastal makes connections for life—for residents of Brevard, with 
its community partners. For information, call 321.633.7050 or visit 
www.coastalhealth.org.

CoastalCoastal makesmakes

CoastalCoastal
Health Systems of BrevardHealth Systems of Brevard

Community partners include:

Coastal makes

Coastal
Health Systems of Brevard

As the county’s exclusive provider of non-emergency ambulance 
services, Coastal Health Systems of Brevard makes important con-
nections every day for the citizens of our community. Since 1988, its 
staff of trained professionals has safely transported thousands of 
patients to and from their healthcare providers, playing a key role in 
Brevard’s medical transportation system.

Coastal Health Systems is a truly unique partnership.Operating under the gover-
nance of a Board of Directors representing every non-profit hospital system serv-
ing Brevard and with the oversight of the Board of County Commissioners, 
Coastal is able to respond to the needs and vision of the county’s healthcare and 
emergency services professionals alike.

Coastal makes connections for life – for residents of Brevard, with its community 
partners. For information, call 321.633.7050 or visit www.coastalhealth.org.    .

C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

ON
ACCREDITATION OF AMBULANCE

SERVI CES

Coastal makes

Coastal
Health Systems of Brevard



APRIL 27, 2015Call Adrienne Roth at 321–951–7777 for Advertising Information

BBN

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 16

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

Florida Air

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

Introducing

Florida Prep

Our mission is to prepare your child for success!

• Individual Attention, AP, Honors & Dual-Enrollment

• Athletics, Coding/Programming, Fine Arts, Flight School & More!

• Tutoring & After School Teacher Help

• Small Classes

• 100% College Acceptance

• Now Enrolling Grades 6 - 12

We Teach 21st Century
Skills & Values
• Character

• Creativity & 

   Entrepreneurial Spirit

• Real-World Problem-Solving

• Public Speaking

• Teaming

• Leadership

Ask Us About Our Summer School Programs
Open House: Saturday, May 2nd at 9:30 a.m.

A New School with an Established History of Excellence!
Florida Air Academy...since 1961

Florida Preparatory Academy

1950 S. Academy Dr.,

Melbourne, FL 32901
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Caring Hearts Benefit
Continued from page 11

Benefit stays in these two counties, and it goes to the

people who need it the most.”

This is Drago’s third year as chairman of the CCF

committee. “Individuals and businesses are stepping up to

support the event, like they have in the past, and we’re

also reaching out to attract new sponsors.”

One of the families CCF was able to help as a result of

last year’s successful Caring Hearts Benefit, wrote a letter

thanking the organization for its support.

The Rockledge resident said in the letter, “Thank you

for your assistance with our 18–year–old son who was

diagnosed with cancer this past year and was treated at

Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa. Your assistance with our

house bills allowed one of us to be with our son in Tampa

while he underwent surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation

therapy. There are no words to express our gratitude, and

we pray to God for you!”

“It’s certainly an event everyone in the community

should support because of the good work CCF does in

Brevard and Indian River counties helping uninsured and

underinsured cancer patients,” said Darcia Jones Francey,

who is a volunteer member of the Caring Hearts Benefit

planning committee and sits on the CCF board.

The 13th Caring Hearts Benefit is set for 3 p.m. on

Saturday, May 2, at the waterfront home of Ed and

Jeanne André in Indialantic. They have hosted this event

for the past 10 years.

“The Andrés are amazing people,” said Fiol. “They are

so gracious and giving in support of this event. The Andrés

have been hosting it for years, which has provided CCF

with the platform to grow the benefit.”

Ed and Jeanne André lost their oldest daughter,

Rachael Anderson, to ovarian cancer. “That’s what initially

got us involved in CCF and the hosting of this event,” said

Jeanne André, an avid gardener who on this day was

working in her backyard in preparation for the Caring

Hearts Benefit.

“Fortunately, Rachael had health insurance and strong

support from the family. But that is often not the case for a

growing number of people in the region who have been

diagnosed with cancer. This event is like a grassroots

effort — local people reaching out and raising money to

help other local people. When an individual is battling

cancer, he or she needs all their energy focused on healing,

and not having to worry about being able to pay their rent

and utilities and deal with other financial matters. We’re

glad to be able to help by having the event at our home.”

Reservations to attend the event are $150 per person.

Sponsorships begin at $400. To make a reservation or to

inquire about being a sponsor for the Caring Hearts

Benefit, visit CCCFoundationInc.org, send an e–mail

message to Fiol at MFiol@CCCFoundationInc.org, or call

426–5145. The sponsorship levels are tied to the Kentucky

Derby theme this year, with names such as Winner’s

Circle, Finish Line, Homestretch, Backstretch, First Turn,

and Starting Gate.

Event sponsors receive various amenities, depending

on their contribution level. The amenities include reserva-

tions for the Caring Hearts Benefit and promotional

opportunities in the event printed literature, website, and

social–media postings.

“We are still in need of sponsorships for the Caring

Hearts Benefit,” said Darlene Geiger, who has been

involved as a volunteer in all 13 of these fund–raisers, as

has Osiniak.

Geiger is a program manager and the director of

community engagement at Summation Research Inc. Her

husband Jesse has been involved with the event as well

for many years.

The Geigers and Osiniak are part of the team of

volunteers for the auctions. The “live auction” will feature

jewelry, artwork, sports memorabilia, and trips. The items

will include a Brevard County Manatees package, bottles

of Silver Oak Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, and a

handmade quilt created by the Seaside Peacemakers of

the Space Coast.

This year a special auction package will honor Fiol, who

will be retiring from the CCF board but plans to continue

to help the organization as a volunteer.

“We will be auctioning a package titled ‘Everybody

Loves Marta,’ as opposed to ‘Everybody Loves Raymond.’

The package will consist of a dinner for four people with

Marta, a longtime community volunteer who has worked

tirelessly over the years to raise money for the CCF. We

think this will be a priceless auction item,” said Darlene

Geiger.

The “silent auction” for the Caring Hearts Benefit will

showcase from 50 to 60 items, said Valeri Quimette, the

silent auction chairwoman. “We’re going big this year with

a lot of packages for the auction. These will include wine,

photography, gift certificates for hotel stays, toy packages,

a Disney package, and dinners at restaurants. We have a

lot of diversity this year in our selection.”

The 2015 Caring Hearts Benefit theme will include a

special viewing of the 140th running of the Kentucky

Derby from Churchill Downs in Louisville. Post time is

6:24 p.m.

“We are asking guests to come dressed in their Derby

attire,” said Osiniak, who is also “retiring” from the CCF

board but plans to continue as a volunteer with the

organization.

“If they don’t have a derby hat they can purchase one at

the event. There will be a lady selling Derby hats. We will

be serving the classic Derby drink, the Mint Julep, too.

The Caring Hearts Benefit is always a great event for

socializing and networking.”

The food will be provided by Creative Catering by the

Farinas, with a variety of food stations set up on the André

compound. Cosmic Café will offer “coffee creations” with

toppings. There will be wine stations, too, with the wine

procured by Petty’s of Suntree, and various types of beer

available.

The guests will be greeted by Brevard County’s

“original steel–drum performer,” Fanke Lutz. The John

Quinlivan Band will be part of the entertainment that

evening as well.

“I think the community looks forward to this event

every year because of the role it plays raising money that

impacts the lives of cancer patients in the region,” said

Darlene Geiger, whose husband is a cancer survivor.

Cancer Care
pick up BBN
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From left: Giuseppe Palermo, M.D., Rahul Chopra, M.D., David L. Ross, M.D., Carl Tahn, M.D., 

Fe VSJ Pancito, M.D., Ravi Shankar, M.D., Diely Pichardo, M.D., Germaine Blaine, M.D., 
Gregory B. Hoang, M.D., Craig Badolato, M.D., Todd V. Panarese, M.D., and V. Pavan Kancharla, M.D.

CancerCareBrevard.com • 321-952-0898
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OPTIONS
What Matters MostWhat Matters Most

888.960.5760
KeiserUniversity.edu

Earn a degree in Business Administration with concentrations in:

Programs and delivery format vary by campus

Marketing • Finance • International Business 
Human Resource Management • Management 

Keiser University is a private, not-for-profit university

  
UNIVERSITY
KEISER

Associate  I  Bachelor’s I  Master’s    Doctoral I  

Brevard's

Small Business

Lender

Community Bank of the South
is a Small Business,

and understands the lending
needs of Small Businesses.

Commercial Loans
Operating Lines of Credit
SBA 504 Loans
Equipment Financing
Business Checking
Merchant Services
Health Savings Accounts

321-452-0420

CBOSDirect.com
U.S. Treasury Approved

Small Business Lending Fund
Bill Taylor

President /CEO



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationARRIL 27, 2015 BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 19

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS
Centennial Development Group
Continued from page 1

The Parkside Place renovation has reshaped a

section of Cocoa Village that begged to be transformed.

What was lacking was a clear vision of how a one–story,

roughly 10,000–square–foot existing building, con-

structed in the late 1950s, could be fully reworked to

blend with its surroundings and be appealing to a range

of potential tenants.

The project turned out to be so attractive to one

tenant, Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub, that a second level

was added to the structure to accommodate the Ryan

family’s vision for expanding their nine–year–old

establishment. The second–tier addition brought

Parkside Place to around 15,000 square feet.

“The second–floor addition at Parkside Place was a

decision made by the Ryan family,” said businessman

Eddie Lebron, a partner in the Centennial Develop-

ment Group with Justin Morton and Donald Long.

“The Ryans had the vision to add the second level to

the building (with a dance floor, full bar and seating for

some 100 people), where customers could enjoy the

beautiful water views. When we mentioned it as an

option — the second level — they loved it. And it turned

out to be a great idea. They are the ones who took a leap

a faith to take essentially a ‘dead building’ — at the

furthest point from the Village center — as their

business location. When this becomes the success that

it’s going to be, a lot of kudos must go to Ryan family for

their risk.”

Lebron said there were challenges adding the second

tier, “but we had a really good team that helped us with

those challenges. Basically, we built a building within

an existing building in order to integrate the second–

floor deck for Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub. We couldn’t

tear the existing building down and start over because

we would have lost our current zoning status.”

Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub is set to open soon at

Parkside Place. It can seat roughly 300 people in the

two areas of the building. The facility shows off

attractive interiors. “The downstairs area of the

building has an old–world look with a lot of brick and

exposed ceilings,” said Chandler.

“The Ryans basically wanted to take the look of their

existing restaurant (across the street on Delannoy

Avenue in Cocoa Village) and somewhat carry it over,

but update it and tie it in with the rest of the facility.”

Chandler continued, “It seems that all of the

businesses at Parkside Place did a really nice job of

creating a modern, yet old–world feel for their spaces.

They have worn finishes as opposed to a new, slick look.

The Ryans wanted to do the same, continuing with the

brick theme they have in their existing building, the

nice arches and so forth, making it a distinctive Irish

pizza pub. And that’s what was accomplished for them.”

One of the challenges of the project, she said, was

working with a “long, very narrow space.”

Morton, Lebron, and Long took on this redevelop-

ment project when their company bought the unoccu-

pied building on Harrison Street in December of 2013

and devised a plan to revitalize the facility. Their

company is also the general contractor.

“The property that we purchased was an

underutilized business office,” said Lebron. “When we

first started discussing our vision for this building, we

talked about how much we appreciate the Florida

vernacular architecture, and that kind of started the

ball rolling.”

The Centennial Development Group had ideas on

how it wanted to rework the building and then brought

aboard a team to execute its redevelopment strategy.

“That’s when they hired Tom (Adams of CEG) and

myself to come up with some design concepts to help

them achieve the feel they were looking for, to scale the

building down to more of a Village look like the rest of

the area, as opposed to just one long office building,”

said Nagrodsky.

“We wanted a design that looked fun and inviting

since Parkside Place is near Riverfront Park and the

Indian River,” added Lebron. “We ended up with a

great design by Dave (Nagrodsky). And that was

followed by some outstanding businesses coming

aboard Parkside Place. The tenants have added a lot of

life to this building.”

The Centennial Development Group partners took

the “initiative when they bought the building on

Harrison Street to make this a first–class renovation

project,” said Nagrodsky. “They could have slapped a

coat of paint on the building and still rented all the

space. But they obviously did not go that route. They

did a lot of detailing on the building, giving it that old

downtown quaint look. You have to commend them for

going the extra mile on this project.”

“Eddie, Justin, and Don are helping to make Cocoa

Village a better place and I think they have really hit

the nail on the head with their vision for this project,”

said Adams. “And it’s fun to be a part of that. It’s also

nice to work with people who are very much involved in

this community. They are here for the community.”

Being able to attract Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub to

relocate to Parkside Place gave the project a big lift,

said Lebron. “This is going to be perhaps the most

exciting place in Cocoa Village. There is so much

activity going on here every day of the week. More and

more people are starting to recognize this part of the

Village.”

The Centennial Development Group owns and

manages commercial real–estate properties around

Brevard County. The company has been adding to its

portfolio in Cocoa Village, where it sees much long–

term potential. The business has clustered its pur-

chases around Parkside Place on the Harrison Street

block.

Their investments being made in commercial

properties in the county appear to be timely.

The commercial real–estate industry is expected to

remain on a sustainable course of solid growth now

through 2017, according to a new three–year forecast

from the Urban Land Institute’s Center for Capital

Markets and Real Estate. Commercial real–estate

prices, as measured by Moody’s/RCA Index, are

projected to rise by an average of 7.6 percent per year,

compared to a long–term average of 5.3 percent,

implying three very strong years of net appreciation for

U.S. real estate.

Their project is sparking new interest from mer-

chants and providing Cocoa Village with rising visibility

in the region. More entrepreneurs are embracing Cocoa

Village as an appealing place to do business.

“Cocoa Village is going through the same kind of

revitalization that downtown Melbourne experienced a

number of years ago. It’s incredibly exciting to see the

transformation of Cocoa Village, which has really come

full circle,” said Morton, whose nine–year–old company

has its office in Cocoa Village.

Justin Morton started his career in real estate

working alongside his father, Peter Morton, of Morton

Land Co. in Melbourne. Justin Morton joined the family

business after earning his bachelor’s degree in econom-

ics from the University of Florida in 2003. A few years

later, he moved into the commercial development side

of the industry.

The tenants at Parkside Place include the Village

Cycle Shoppe, a bicycle shop; the Village Idiot Pub, a

food and drink establishment; Bobbi’s at Parkside, a

jewelry and women’s clothing boutique; Parkside

General Store, a convenience store that sells beer, wine,

and other items; Daddy Ultra Runs, an active lifestyle

store that sells running apparel and shoes and offers

training; and Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub, a family run

Irish pizzeria founded in 2006.

“We have a great mix of tenants,” said Morton.

“Three of the businesses were existing tenants in the

Village. They’ve told us that their sales have greatly

improved since moving to Parkside Place. It keeps

getting better and better for them each week. Their

businesses are growing, which is exciting to see.”

Businessman Josh LaBlanc of the Village Cycle

Shoppe said since moving to Parkside Place in Septem-

ber, “business has increased dramatically. The new

location has allowed us to offer more to our customers

and pretty much forced us to increase our hours of

operation. The foot traffic alone has been a major factor

and our regular customers love the convenience of the

new location. In general, it was a ‘no–brainer’ for us to

make the move, but we still didn’t expect the increase in

business to happen so quickly.”

With Parkside Place set to be fully unveiled, the

Centennial Development Group is now working to

increase boat access to Cocoa Village, which will further

enhance the area.

“By adding Ryan’s Village Pizza & Pub to this

furthest corner closest to the river, we now have a

destination presence that will fulfill the needs of

boaters,” Lebron said.

“We are working to get the City of Cocoa to vote–in

some sort of plan for the waterfront to add day–boating

docks, so that people can come from all over the region

and have a safe, easy place to dock their boats, come up

to the Village and take part in events, eat at restau-

rants, and shop. Basically, this building is what we

consider the ‘missing’ link, because it’s the last building

that had to be in place to visually connect the water to

the rest of the Village. We’re excited about the future of

the Village,” said Lebron.




