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Please see JM Real Estate, page 19

By Ken Datzman

Those who had the cash and the

boldness to step up and buy commercial

real–estate properties, such as office

buildings and strip centers, around the

time of the Great Recession, when values

plunged, are seeing some smart gains in

their investment portfolios.

But those were unusual times in

America’s economic history. Most investors,

large and small, stepped to the sideline,

and stayed there for years, waiting

cautiously for a re–entry point. Some

investors recall making their last commer-

cial real–estate purchase around 2008.

Meanwhile, the consensus is that the

$6.5 trillion commercial real–estate

industry, which has a significant impact on

local economies in communities, is now

supported with enough strength that

transaction volume should continue its

upward trend into 2016 and beyond.

The once beaten–down, unbalanced

commercial market of a few years ago is

making an impressive recovery of late.

Real–estate prices continue to rise in most

regions of the nation, including Brevard

County. Brokerage sales volume is

growing, too.

Local investors, and those from out of

the area, are purchasing commercial

properties across the various industry

sectors. And they are seeing increasing

competition to buy office buildings, retail

centers, medical complexes, and industrial

facilities that are up for sale.

The shelf–life of commercial properties

for sale in the right location in this county

is decreasing as the turnaround of the

real–estate market enters a new phase.

“We are seeing some major competition

going on for commercial properties in the

region,” said Charine Lewis, director of

sales and leasing for JM Real Estate, a

longtime commercial real–estate services

firm in Melbourne that continues to grow

and is looking to bring aboard its 10th

team member this year.

“In a way, the activity almost resembles

that of the day when a sign went up on a

property on Wickham Road (in Melbourne),

and if you didn’t secure the deal within 24

to 48 hours, someone ‘bumped’ you. The

property was gone. Some of that is starting

Lively commercial market putting JM Real Estate on track for four th record year

JM Real Estate Inc. in Melbourne, a full–service commercial real–estate firm, is looking to post its fourth consecutive year of record growth as the market recovery in Brevard continues across the various
sectors of the industry. An increasing number of facilities that JM Real Estate leases and manages for clients are now fully occupied. In front, from left, the team includes: Shelley Hood, Charine Lewis,
Jewel McDonald, Jill Cervini, and Kristen Daniels. Back: Randy Hughes, John Stevely, Mike McDonald, and Joe Poirier.
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Join Us! 
Counseling Information Session   

 
May 26, 2015 

Merritt Island Campus 
150 N. Sykes Creek Parkway, Suite 200 

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
RSVP today at spacecoast@webster.edu 

Light Refreshments Served 

Contact the location you would like to attend: 
 
Merritt Island Campus/Daytona ► 321-449-4500 
 
Melbourne Campus ► 321-956-6700 

Thinking about a career in  
Counseling?  

Don’t Delay!

Webster University is accepting applications  
NOW for  the Fall 1 term. 
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Cocoa Regional Chamber’s 11th annual
Fiesta Brevard at the International Palms
Resorts a big success for area nonprofits

MERRITT ISLAND — Nearly 1,000 people attended

the recent 11th annual Fiesta Brevard at the Interna-

tional Palms Resort in Cocoa Beach. The event is put on

by the Nonprofit Task Force of the Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber of Commerce.

The headline sponsor was Duron Smith A/C and Heat

Inc.

Thirty–one organizations participated in the program,

including those that serve children, families and seniors,

and those that care for animals and promote community

service. The event was a fund–raising opportunity to help

support each nonprofit’s mission. Along with sharing

information, each organization offered a game or a raffle

item.

Brevard’s Best Salsa is a “coveted title” among salsa

chefs and aficionados. This year, Overlook Ministries was

chosen in a blind taste test by a panel of celebrity judges,

winning the Judges’ Choice first–place award. Overlook

Ministries entered its signature “Overlook Redemption

Salsa.” The second–place winner was Joy of Garlic, with

its “Spicy Salsa.” Third place went to Green Room Café in

Cocoa Beach for its “Green Room Salsa.”

The People’s Choice first–place award was presented

to the University of Central Florida Space Coast Alumni

Chapter for its “Black and Gold Salsa.” Second place went

to Volunteers of America for its “Louie’s Military Melt-

down Salsa.” Rounding out the top three was 2Sisters

Natural Foods LLC for its “Sultry Mild Sunshine Salsa.”

First place for the Best Dressed Booth contest went to

Overlook Ministries. Second place was awarded to

Brevard Nature Alliance, and Coastal Poodle Rescue won

third place.

The event also had a Fiesta Hat Contest. First place

went to Rosa Miller. The runner–up was Jennifer

Brandon, and third went to Ty Timothy.

Local judges included Cocoa Beach Mayor Dave

Netterstrom, Cocoa Mayor Henry Parrish, Cynthia

Cintron, Carol Wheatley, Larry Carter, Alan Kershaw,

Hal Rose, Mark Claycomb and Thelma Garcia.

The nonprofit organizations that participated in Fiesta

Brevard included: Brevard Humane Society, Brevard

Nature Alliance, Brevard Symphony Youth Orchestra,

Candlelighters of Brevard, Coastal Poodle Rescue Inc.,

Cocoa Beach Daybreak Rotary, Cocoa Community First

AKA Cocoa Police Athletic League, Cocoa Main Street

Program, Counseling To Careers, Early Learning

Coalition of Brevard Inc., and Friends of Children of

Brevard Inc.

The list continues: Girls on the Run, Greater

Canaveral Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society,

Habitat for Humanity of Brevard County Inc., Healthy

Planet of Brevard, Housing for Homeless, I Am Proof,

Kiwanis Club of Merritt Island, Overlook Ministries,

Shiloh Adventure Inc., South East Beagle Rescue, Space

Coast Gator Club, SPCA of Brevard, The Brevard

Museum, The Children’s Hunger Project, The Dragonfly

Funeral Coalition, The MORGAN Project, UCF Space

Coast Alumni Chapter, Volunteers of America, and the

Women’s Center.
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Jewish holidays during the year because most of the

faculty was Jewish. This was my first encounter with

Jews and the Jewish culture.

I later transferred to Hofstra University in Long

Island, N.Y. I not only earned my college degree there,

but the experience broadened my education of Jewish

culture.

I learned that the Jewish people say “never again.” I

understood that to mean that every opportunity they get

to teach their history and what they suffered is taken to

the highest degree, so racism such as the Holocaust will

never be repeated or forgotten. They still experience

anti–Semitism, but have communities, customs, univer-

sities, curriculum and resources such as books, paintings,

plays and movies to study and present to the world.

My life experiences in New York City, with its diverse

population, also educated me on most cultures of the

world. I became aware of the differences of other cultures

and gained respect for them. I made lifelong friends with

a diverse group of people and even obtained more

knowledge of my own culture.

I believe a large part of racism directed toward people

of African descent, especially males — such as a noose

recently found hanging at Duke University, disrespect for

the office of the U.S. president, police shootings and the

disregard for black life, sometimes in our own communi-

ties — is a direct result of the lack of knowledge about the

culture of people of African descent and their contribu-

tions to society.

The recent rash of shootings by police of unarmed

black men around the nation puts a spotlight on this

issue. In most of the cases these atrocities were accepted

by local officials as justified and the officers were not

charged. If we don’t take the time to teach and to learn

about our fellow citizens, then a group of people —

Live and learn — your life experiences lead the way for personal growth
By Anthony Major
UCF Forum columnist

I grew up in a segregated community in Florida and

attended supposedly “separate but equal” schools in a

small town that had separate water fountains, bath-

rooms and even beaches, among other restrictions. We

were expected to cross the street when a white woman

was approaching and never look a white man in the eyes

— that is if you didn’t want to appear defiant.

So after I graduated from high school and moved to

New York, I had to become educated very quickly about

other cultures and how the big city worked, including my

Harlem neighborhood block.

My big–city life lessons came from the streets of New

York, but an important one that would serve me through-

out my life came from The City College of New York.

The first week of school there was a Jewish holiday —

and I was glad to miss a day of classes. In addition to all

the traditional holidays, the school observed several more

especially young African–American males — will

continue to be viewed as “a menace to society” and

continue to be ignored, mistreated, disregarded and

gunned down, even though they are an important part of

the fabric that makes up this great nation.

It is most crucial that Africana studies and African–

American studies be supported and not shut down or

under–supported. Students, faculty and administrators,

along with police, politicians and community leaders

need to take mandated courses in Africana history to

gain a greater respect and appreciation of the human

aspect of a people who have been stripped of their

culture.

Corporations need to expand and diversify their

boardrooms in order to help in this matter and increase

their bottom line. We need Africana studies to be the

guiding light to teach its culture to all — as I learned

about the Jewish culture — until it is fully included as

part of American history.

It is a fact that the story of America cannot be

truthfully told without the story of people of African

descent. If we are going to close the gap and confront

racism, we need to learn and understand others’ history

and way of life.

If we all can accept that our fear of people who do not

look like us is unfounded and grounded in ignorance, and

begin to respect all cultures, then America can become

the salad bowl it is designed to be. Live, learn — and let

live!

Neighborhood Development Coalition announces Dr. Oglesby as new board member
Dr. Joni Oglesby, vice president for support services and Title IX coordinator at Florida Tech in Melbourne, has been

elected to the board of directors of the Brevard Neighborhood Development Coalition. The BNDC is a Christian

community–development organization founded in 2001 to revitalize impoverished neighborhoods in Brevard County.

Dr. Oglesby was introduced to BNDC through Links Inc., which coordinated the building of a community garden at

BNDC’s Dorcas Outreach Center for Kids, or DOCK, in the Booker T. Washington neighborhood of Melbourne. She has

played an active role in promoting a healthy lifestyle to the children and families served by BNDC.

Dr. Oglesby has an extensive background in nonprofit service. She has acted as FIT’s employee campaign manager

for United Way of Brevard, chaired the Brevard County’s March of Dimes, and has served on boards for Serene Harbor,

Bridges, and the Bridges Foundation.

She has a doctorate degree in higher education administration from Capella University and master’s degrees in

management and human resource development from Webster University.

BNDC is a United Way partner agency. It operates the DOCK and Greater Heights Apartments in the Booker T.

Washington community, and is project manager of the proposed Evans Center in northeast Palm Bay. For more

information about this organization, visit www.BNDCserve.org and www.EvansCenter.org.

Webster to host Information Session at Merritt Island campus
Webster University will host an Information Session open house on Wednesday, May 13, at its Merritt Island

campus at 150 N. Sykes Creek Parkway. The event will be going all day long, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. RSVP at

SpaceCoast@Webster.edu. Graduate classes will begin June 1. Webster University offers graduate degrees in business

administration, counseling, cybersecurity, human resources management, human resources development, information

technology management, procurement and acquisitions management, and public administration. Webster University in

Brevard has campuses in Melbourne (956–6700), Merritt Island (449–4500) and at Patrick Air Force Base (868–5194).

Anthony B. Major is an associate professor of
film in UCF’s School of Visual Arts & Design
and program director of Africana Studies in the
College of Arts & Humanities. He can be
reached at Anthony.Major@UCF.edu.
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ROCKLEDGE — The Brevard Achievement Center, a

nonprofit that provides innovative services and opportuni-

ties to assist people with disabilities achieve personal

success, has announced the addition of three new members

to its board, as well as the 2015 slate of officers and

directors.

BAC’s newest board members are: Debra Pavlakos,

market executive for Brevard County at TD Bank; Ellen

Brown, project manager at Kennedy Space Center for

Aerodyne Industries/Jacobs Technology Team; and Kamen

Jenkins, government affairs and employment relations

manager at Wuesthoff Health System.

“Several projects are in the pipeline that will put BAC

in a league of its own,” said BAC President and Chief

Executive Officer Amar Patel. “Debra, Ellen and Kamen

are joining the board at a time when their time, talent,

energy and expertise will be invaluable not only to these

projects, but our overall mission as well.”

With more than 30 years in the banking industry,

Pavlakos currently is responsible for commercial and

small–business segment customers in the Brevard market

at TD Bank. Before this position, Pavlakos was in leader-

ship roles at Wachovia Bank (now Wells Fargo) and

SunTrust. She also serves on the board of Junior Achieve-

ment of the Space Coast, the Florida Tech Women’s

Business Center, the Economic Development Commission

of Florida’s Space Coast, and United Way of Brevard.

Pavlakos holds an associate’s degree from Eastern Florida

State College and resides in Satellite Beach with her

husband and daughter.

As project manager at KSC for Aerodyne Industries/

Jacobs Technology Team, Brown works on the test and

operations support contract to provide overall manage-

ment and implementation of ground–systems capabilities,

flight–hardware processing and launch operations for the

International Space Station, ground–systems development

and operations, and the Space Launch System.

She has worked at KSC for more than 27 years. Brown

is a certified Lean Six Sigma Black Belt, a 2014 graduate

of LEAD Brevard and holds an MBA degree in aviation

from Embry–Riddle Aeronautical University. She earned

Brevard Achievement Center new board members, Debra Pavlakos, Ellen Brown and Kamen Jenkins
her bachelor’s degree in industrial and systems engineer-

ing from the Georgia Institute of Technology. She lives in

south Merritt Island with her husband and has two

children.

A lifelong resident of Brevard County, Jenkins is the

government affairs and employer relations manager at

Wuesthoff Health System. Jenkins is actively engaged in

the community through numerous organizations including

as a board member of the Brevard Public Schools Founda-

tion. He also serves on the Central Florida STEM Commit-

tee, Brevard County Community Coalition on Healthcare’s

steering committee, as well as the Melbourne Regional

Chamber of East Central Florida and the Cocoa Beach

Chamber’s Government Affairs committee.

Jenkins received his associate’s degree from Eastern

Florida State College and studied business administration

at the University of Alabama. He and his wife live in

Rockledge with their two children.

“The unique set of skills that these three bring to our

board will definitely be an asset,” said Steve Kenyon, BAC

board chairman and service–desk manager at Artemis in

Melbourne. “We are honored that they have elected to join

us at this very exciting time.”

Besides Kenyon, BAC’s 2015 slate of officers are: vice

chairman, Scott Page, CEO, The Fractional Controller;

secretary, Diane Payne, community volunteer; treasurer,

Mary Jane Watson, community volunteer; and immediate

past chairman, Travis Proctor, president, Artemis.

Directors of the board are: Robert Anderson, criminal

defense attorney, Cianfrogna, Telfer, Reda, Faherty &

Anderson; Linda Cobb, corporate coach, The Coaching

Company; Dale Coxwell, president, Coastal Steel; Judi

Maiorani, vice president and broker, All–Florida Proper-

ties; Michael Miller, owner, Miller Construction; Rob

Sands, safety consultant; Rose Thron, owner, Marketing

World Specialties, a Vernon Company; and Blaise Trettis,

18th Judicial Circuit public defender for Brevard and

Seminole counties.

BAC, which offers a range of programs and services, is

headquartered in Rockledge with offices in Melbourne,

Titusville and Orlando. It also partners with

SourceAmerica and the AbilityOne Program, as well as

RESPECT of Florida, to offer employment opportunities

through federal and state contracts throughout Central

Florida, the Panhandle and Puerto Rico.

BAC holds the highest accreditation offered by the

Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities

and is a United Way partner.

For more information about the organization, call

632–8610 or visit www.BACBrevard.com.

National Realty recognizes top agents
Broker Gale Bray of National Realty of Brevard has announced her agency’s top producers for March. At the

Indialantic office, Johnnie Stout was the top lister; J.R. Kaiser, top seller; and Barbara Favero, top producer. Melbourne:

Maria Kaps, top lister and top seller; and P.J. McLoughlin, top producer. Palm Bay: Lesly Breson, top lister; Janice

deGuzman, top seller; Heidi Schneider, top seller; and Amy Jupin, top producer. And Viera: Marie Sanders, top lister;

Debbie Schmid, top seller; and Larry Leaman, top producer.

Jeffrey Robison closes property sale in Melbourne
Area firm Lightle Beckner Robison Inc., a full–service commercial real–estate firm, has announced the sale of a

building at 4650 W. New Haven Ave. in Melbourne. Jeffery Robison, principal of LBR, was the sole broker in the sales

transaction of the “well–positioned” retail asset known as the County Line. Changing hands, the 12,180–square–foot

building situated on roughly 4 acres, affords the new owner of the asset the opportunity to “acquire a top–tier retail

location with a popular tenant who will continue operations.” LBR specializes in office, retail, industrial, investment

properties and asset/property management. It serves Brevard County and the entire states of Florida and Georgia. For

additional information about the firm, visit www.TeamLBR.com.
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Earn your degree 
in Business Administration

KeiserUniversity.edu
888.960.5760

Go further with your future

nd delivery format vary by campusDegDDD ree programs an

  
UNIVERSITY
KEISER

Associate  I  Bachelor’s I  Master’s    Doctoral I  
iversityKeiser University is a private, not-for-profit un

with concentrations in: 
International Business • Finance 
Management • Marketing 
Human Resource Management 
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Commercial lending experience delivered
with unprecedented dedication.

Commercial Real Estate Loans

Commercial Lines of Credit

7(a) and 504 SBA Loans

Liquor License Loans

Installment Loans for Capital Improvement

Free Online Banking and Bill Pay

1380 N Courtenay Parkway  �  Merritt Island

www.fidelitybankofflorida.com

Commercial
Lending

Business Banking Made Easy

321-452-0011

Bill W. Wood

Member
FDIC

  Creating Financial Solutions     Prosperity for our Clients

As one of the largest independently and locally owned CPA 
and business consulting firms in Central Florida, we have been 
creating and providing solutions for our clients for over 50 
years. We can help you with all aspects of your business from 
family-owned businesses and publicly held companies to not 
for profit and governmental entities. We are committed to you 
and your success by building relationships one client at a time.

8035 Spyglass Hill Road, Melbourne FL 32940
255 S. Orange Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801

321-757-2020
www.bermanhopkins.com
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Free UCF summer program to focus on
Russian language; open to community

ORLANDO — An intensive three–week program to

teach Russian language and culture to Central Florida

residents will be offered free of charge this summer at the

University of Central Florida.

The program will be conducted July 6 to July 25.

The federal “STARTALK” Program is the result of an

$89,000 grant secured by Alla Kourova, a UCF assistant

professor of Russian, and is available to anyone at least 15

years old. The program, sponsored by The National

Security Language Initiative and U.S. Department of

Defense, was established to expand and improve the

teaching of strategically important world languages that

are not widely taught in the U.S.

“This is very important because many students have

never left Florida, and they need to learn another culture,”

Kourova said.

The morning language sessions will be held from 9 a.m.

to noon, followed by lunch provided by Lacomka, a Russian

bakery and deli in Winter Park. Russian cultural activities

are scheduled from 1 to 3 p.m. The course will be in the

Modern Languages and Literature Department of the

College of Arts & Humanities, with the support of the

Russian–American Community Center in Orlando.

June 20 is the deadline to register for the limited

number of spaces. To sign up, go to https://mll.cah.ucf.edu/

startalk_reg.php.

Kourova has a Ph.D. from Moscow State University in

teaching English as a foreign language and cross–cultural

studies, as well as a master’s degree in speech therapy and

teaching foreign languages. She came to UCF in 2007 as a

visiting instructor and became an assistant professor in

2011.

She also is implementing a grant of nearly $100,000

from the U.S. Department of State as part of the U.S.–

Russia Peer–to–Peer Dialogue Program. Her project

combines teaching foreign languages to U.S. students and

blind or visually impaired students in Russia.

The project involving six other faculty and 10 UCF

students traveling to St. Petersburg, Russia, next month is

designed to strengthen mutual understanding and raise

U.S.–Russian relations.

She has launched several projects through the years to

show students the connection between the Russian

language and culture, including hosting regular Russian

tea gatherings and organizing a monthly Russian culture

night. In addition, Kourova translates for the U.S.

Secretary of Defense’s office in the area of International

Security Policy–Eurasia, and last year she was awarded

the University of Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching

Award for the College of Arts & Humanities.

For further information about her programs, contact

Kourova at Alla.Kourova@UCF.edu.

B&N to present Nook class
Barnes & Noble at 1955 W. New Haven Ave. in West

Melbourne will present a class on “Samsung Galaxy Tab 4

Nook” at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26. Attendees will have

the opportunity to learn the basics of navigating the

Samsung Galaxy Tab 4 Nook. This class is free of charge

and open to the public.
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We think highly of you. 
Thanks for returning the favor.
At Regions, we work hard every day to ensure that we give you the tools and guidance you need to confi dently take your next 
step. Maybe you’ve benefi ted from our unique fi nancial solutions, or enjoyed our award-recognized customer satisfaction. 
Whatever the reason, we’re honored that you proudly call yourself a Regions customer.

1.800.regions | regions.com/awards

© 2015 Regions Bank. Regions Bank received the highest numerical score in the South region in the proprietary J.D. Power 2014 Small Business Banking Satisfaction StudySM. Study based on 8,996 total responses, measuring 9 fi nancial institutions in the 
South region (AL, AR, DE, DC, FL, GA, KY, LA, MD, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, WV) and measures opinions of small business customers with annual revenues from $100,000 to $10 million. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions 

of customers surveyed in July-September 2014. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. | Regions and the Regions logo are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.

To learn how banking with Regions can move your life forward, visit a branch or regions.com/awards.

(04/15)

Twenty-eight distinguished 
Greenwich Excellence Awards 
in small business and middle 

market for 2014

Top bank for customer experience, 
and one of the top companies in 
America for customer experience 

across all industries

“Highest in Customer Satisfaction 
with Small Business Banking 

in the South”
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Book Club to meet at DeGroodt Library
The Franklin T. DeGroodt Public Library in Palm Bay

will host its Book Club meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,

May 26. The library’s address is 6475 Minton Road, SW.

At the meeting, the book “Founding Mothers: The Women

Who Raised Our Nation” will be discussed. The author is

Cokie Roberts, a political commentator for “ABC News.”

The meeting runs one hour. For more information about

this community event, call the library at 952–6317.

Court clerks’ ‘Operation Green Light’
brings in $5 million, past dues statewide

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Clerks of Courts’

“Operation Green Light,” a one–day statewide initiative to

help customers save money and drive legally, proved to be

a big success with more than $5.4 million in revenue

collected.

On April 18, Florida’s Clerks of Court opened its offices

to accept overdue traffic tickets, as well as criminal fines

and fees, without charging collection agency fees of up to

40 percent. This statewide event allowed customers to

reinstate suspended driver’s licenses once they paid in full.

“We are pleased with the success of Operation Green

Light as it brought thousands of people to Clerks’ offices

across the state to settle nearly 27,000 outstanding cases,”

said Clerk Tara Green of Clay County, who coordinated

the statewide event. “More than 9,500 driver’s licenses

were reinstated or became eligible for reinstatement.”

While the primary goal of Operation Green Light was to

help customers save money and drive legally, the innova-

tive event also aided Clerks’ collections efforts. Of the

$5.4 million collected, the state will receive $2.1 million,

local governments will receive $1.7 million and Florida’s

Clerks of Court will receive $1.6 million.

“Since 2010, state revenues have not met the budgetary

needs of Florida’s Clerks of the Court,” said Clerk Sharon

Bock, chairwoman of the Florida Clerks of Court Opera-

tions Corporation, which supports the Clerks of Court in

the state by reviewing and certifying court–related

proposed budgets.

Green worked with the Department of Highway, Safety

and Motor Vehicles to determine that more than a million

Floridians have a suspended license. “It is a priority of the

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to help

unlicensed drivers to become compliant with the law,” said

DHSMV Executive Director Terry Rhodes. “Ensuring that

motorists are legally able to drive on our highways

supports our state’s economic health and strengthens

Florida families.”

“Operation Green Light was an innovative approach to

generate additional revenue for the people of Florida while

also helping some citizens get back on their feet and

reengage as strong contributors to our economy,” said

Joseph Smith, president of the Florida Court Clerks &

Comptrollers. “The event saved citizens approximately

$2 million, but more importantly, its residual effects will

continue to help our state by getting people back on the

road to literally drive to and from work and school, and

figuratively, drive our state forward.”

For more information on Operation Green Light and

the list of the participating clerks’ offices, visit

www.FLCCoC.org/OperationGreenLight.php.
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Please see Building Management Systems, page 15

Decades–old Building Management Systems positioned to grow in commercial
construction market as recovery takes hold; Jason Bar tlett named fir m president

By Ken Datzman

The business cycle that sent general contractors reeling

for years will never be forgotten, because it was such a

brutal experience for them, no matter how long they had

worked in the industry they embrace.

But time heals just about everything, and now a new

cycle has started in their industry. A renewed focus on

investment by businesses and individuals is fueling

construction growth in many regions of the nation.

Investment dollars are flowing back into a number of

areas, including office, retail, financial, and manufacturing

facilities.

The commercial construction sector has come back from

its low mark of six years ago, when building basically came

to a standstill in most U.S. communities.

Building activity picked up considerably in 2014 and is

projected to stay on a growth track for at least the next few

years.

“The turn in the market probably started taking hold a

year ago,” said businessman Doug Padgett, the chief

executive officer and chairman of Building Management

Systems Inc. in Melbourne, a longstanding full–service

firm that caters to the commercial–building industry.

“What we’re seeing now is a slow, steady rise, as

compared to the fast–paced jump the industry experienced

during the building surge. Historically, when demand rises

that fast, it typically comes down just as fast or even faster.

And that’s what happened.”

His general contracting company does design–build

projects and does construction management as well.

Padgett said the low point for Building Management

Systems was 2009, after the Great Recession set in and

went on to slice a chunk out of the gross domestic product.

The commercial–construction industry comprises 4 to

4.5 percent of GDP, or roughly $747 billion.

“We dropped off 70 percent in 2009. But we recovered.

We’re back up to about 90 percent of what our ‘base book of

business’ was prior to the downturn. We saw one big hit. It

was 2009.”

Western Carolina University graduates, Padgett, and

his business partner Mike Hampton, who is the senior

field supervisor, and others, steered the nearly 35–year–

old company through the recession and now have it

positioned to make strides in the years ahead.

“We have seen a pickup in business and there are new

opportunities for us,” said Padgett.

“Our company has a solid backlog. We have a lot of

repeat customers. They understand the time and expertise

it takes to design and permit a quality project. Right now,

we have two or three years of backlog of our core base

projects, and that’s a good thing.”

Construction spending rose in December to a six–year

high of $982 billion, according to an analysis by the

Associated General Contractors of America. And, for the

first time in almost a decade, there was growth in all three

building segments — public, private nonresidential, and

Longtime area firm Building Management Systems Inc. in Melbourne is growing in the commercial–construction industry. In front, from left, the team includes: Sisi Packard, project manager; and Norma
Padgett, accounting manager. Back, from left: Jake Moore, shop manager; Jon Turner, field supervisor; Daniel Schroeder, project manager; Jason Bartlett, president; Matt Hegedus, field supervisor; Mike
Hampton, senior field supervisor; Doug Padgett, CEO; and Lisa Martel, contract administrator.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Bridges Foundation, page 17

Br idges Foundation to host ‘Wacky–Tacky’ golf tour ney; led by Sher iff Ivey and
Commissioner Ander son; raises money for people with disabilities, veterans
Ken Datzman

The inaugural “Wacky–Tacky” golf

tournament being put on by the Bridges

Foundation Inc. sets the bar several

notches higher on the creativity and fun

side of a growing number of fund–raisers

that are conducted throughout Brevard

County in support of various nonprofit

organizations.

The non–traditional nine–hole tourna-

ment is set for 5 p.m. on Saturday, May 16,

on the par–3 course at Duran Golf Club in

Viera and is open to the community.

Check–in starts at 4 o’clock.

Brevard County Commissioner Andy

Anderson of District 5 is the Wacky–Tacky

tourney chairman, who will be taking part

in the event, as will Brevard County Sheriff

Wayne Ivey, the honorary chairman. Ivey

suggested the idea and the tourney format

to the Bridges Foundation. This type of

format is designed to create a lot of crazy

dynamics on the course among the players.

Both Ivey and Anderson have been

longtime community volunteers who have

worked on behalf of area nonprofits

participating in events to help organiza-

tions raise money.

The players will compete on an ob-

stacle–style driving and putting par–3

course at Duran.

“The ‘Wacky–Tacky’ benefit for the

Bridges Foundation is a cool concept and is

really way outside–the–box of the typical

golf tournament fund–raiser, in that it has

challenge holes, which will make this event

a lot of fun,” said Anderson. “And, we are

encouraging participants to dress as crazy

as possible — sort of a ‘Caddyshackish’

theme (the 1980 sports comedy film) —

because there will be a prize awarded in

that category (tackiest outfit).”

Paul Drinkwater, a member of the

Wacky–Tacky event committee, says the

nine holes of golf should provide for some

interesting commentary along the course

among the golfers and the fans.

“None of the nine holes will be the

same. On some holes, the golfers will be

using a putter, on others they might be

using a 4–iron, a pool cue, or a racquetball

racquet. There will be a bunch of different

obstacles on the course. The players will

even have to go through a croquet–like

setup. All of this will not be too difficult,

but it will be challenging and fun,” said

The Bridges Foundation — which supports Bridges, an organization that serves the needs of individuals with disabilities and veterans who are disabled
or homeless in Brevard — will host its first fund–raiser May 16 at Duran Golf Club in Viera. The ‘Wacky–Tacky’ committee includes, from left: Paul
Drinkwater, Carey Gleason (executive director, Bridges Foundation), Andy Anderson, and Cindy Dropeski.

Commander Drinkwater, who is with the

Brevard County Sheriff’s Office.

Carey Gleason, the executive director of

the Bridges Foundation, says the tourna-

ment is hoping to attract “people of all

ages, including those with disabilities.

Some of the members of the Special

Olympics golf team will be participating.

The goal is to be very inclusive and

broaden the brush stroke of support for

Bridges in the community.”

Bridges serves the needs of individuals

with disabilities and veterans who are

disabled or homeless. The organization

recruited Gleason one year ago to lead the

Bridges Foundation, build a board of

directors, plan events, develop sources of

revenue through gifts and charitable

donations, and spearhead related activities.

On paper, the Bridges Foundation has

existed for years. But it wasn’t until the

actual hiring of Gleason — a Duke

University graduate who has wide

experience in her field working for colleges,

government entities, and other organiza-

tions — that the Bridges Foundation began

its outreach for community support.

“It’s been a wonderful first year,” said

Gleason. “We started from zero and built a

board.” The Bridges Foundation board

chairperson is area businesswoman Cindy

Dropeski of Intercoastal Insurance Inc.

A lot of people are rallying around the

Bridges Foundation as volunteers for this

event. One of them is Suzy Leonard, who

will be the “community chef” for the

Wacky–Tacky tourney.

“She will be preparing one of her

personal favorite recipes and will be out on

one of the golf holes serving it on the day of

the event,” said Gleason. The vendors for

the event will include Five Guys, Nature’s

Table, Pizza Gallery and Grill, and Florida

Beer Co.

Gleason said her organization is just

getting started in the community raising

funds for Bridges’ programs and services,

and hopes to have a successful first event,

one with a different twist.

“Sheriff Ivey brought us the idea for the

Wacky–Tacky tourney late last year, and

said he would like to do this event with a

nonprofit organization. We thought it

would be great fun and an interesting way

to kick off our fund–raising efforts as we

reach out into the community. This tourney

will raise money for people with disabilities

in Brevard, including veterans,” she said.



MAY 11, 2015Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 12

Firm launches ‘door–to–door’ ocean–freight services;
‘is much like what FexEd does with letters, packages’

MIAMI — IContainers (www.iContainers.com), an online freight–forwarder offering

instant quotes, booking worldwide and logistics assistance, has announced the launch of

“door–to–door” ocean–freight services for imports, exports and overseas moves between

the United States and Spain.

The announcement propels iContainers, which provides “door–to–port” services from

the U.S. and Spain to anywhere in the world including FCL and LCL shipping, passed

online competitors. In 2014, the company reported 4000 international shipments.

The new door–to–door service (www.icontainers.com/us/door–to–door) gives custom-

ers the ability to book shipments as easily as they would send a package overnight,

without worrying about pickups, paperwork and delivery. IContainers will extend the

service throughout Europe and Latin America by 2016.

“This new online service is much like what FedEx does with letters and packages. We

can ship from any zip code in the U.S. to any zip code in Spain, something no other

company in the industry can do online,” said Carlos Hernandez, iContainers managing

director and co–founder. “Our customers don’t need to hire a shipping broker or another

intermediary to manage logistics.”

His company was founded in Barcelona, Spain, in 2008 and opened a U.S. headquar-

ters in Miami during the third quarter of 2013. The company provides instant air and

ocean–freight quotes online from top shipping lines and carriers with nearby port cost

comparisons.

IContainers targets SMEs and individuals who have limited logistics infrastructures

and experience with overseas shipping. Currently, customers can book their cargo,

acquire insurance, customize their incoterms, manage multiple shipments and do all

their documentation at iContainers.com.

In February, iContainers announced $1.4 million in Series B funding, accelerating the

company’s growth. The venture capital firms of Kibo Ventures and Vitamina K, as well

as GrupoRomeu, among the largest logistics companies in Spain, led the investment.

“We developed technology to simplify the reservation process of overseas shipping

while eliminating hidden charges and bringing transparency to the shipping industry,”

Hernandez said.

IContainers aggregates freight rates for over 100,000 trade routes to more than 300

destinations, including South America, Europe, Africa, Australia and Asia.

Experts at TooJay’s Deli share inside tips
on how to spot an authentic delicatessen

There is one on almost every corner nowadays. But what really makes a great deli? Is

it the food? The desserts? The décor? If you said yes to all of those, you would probably be

right.

It is estimated that Americans eat more than 270 pounds of a meat per year. It is also

reported that Americans spend $121 billion per year on sandwiches.

The deli experts at TooJay’s Original Gourmet Deli (www.TooJays.com) have been

serving customers for 30 years in more than 26 locations across the state, including at

Melbourne Square Mall.

“When you are the best in the business and known for your neighborhood feel and

amazing food, you know what it takes to be an authentic deli,” says TooJay’s vice

president in charge of food and beverages, Dennis Snuszka.

He is sharing his top four tips that diners can use when evaluating their local deli so

they know they’re in the right place:

l Personable and engaging staff to make you feel like you’re at home.

l Almost all food is handcrafted and made from scratch.

l Wide variety of fresh–baked desserts and pastries on display.

l Must have homemade, flavorful chicken noodle, matzo ball and daily–soup offer-

ings.

Founded in 1981, TooJay’s has become a Florida institution, with restaurants

throughout the state. In addition to all your favorites from corned beef piled high on

thick slices of freshly baked rye to classic Reubens and chicken noodle soup, TooJay’s

offers a host of vegetarian and lighter items, as well as a diverse catering menu, a famed

selection of freshly baked desserts, and homestyle comfort food entrees, Snuszka said.
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Dale Sorensen Real Estate office in Indialantic grows,
has 38 full–time agents covering the Brevard market

INDIALANTIC — Dale Sorensen Real Estate has announced the completion of its first

full year of business in Brevard County. In just one year, the company says it has seen

“substantial” growth, both in the size of its staff and the success of its sales.

The 5,000–square–foot office is located at 436 5th Ave. in Indialantic, in the former

Danish Interiors Building. The company plans to expand the square footage of that office.

“We are really excited to be celebrating not just the one year anniversary, but also the

wonderful success of our Indialantic location,” said Dale Sorensen Jr., the managing

partner at Dale Sorensen Real Estate.

“In the first 12 months of opening our doors, we’ve listed or sold many of Brevard

County’s most iconic properties, we’ve recruited a large percentage of the area’s top–

producing real–estate sales professionals, and we’ve expanded our support staff. We knew

that Brevard County was going to be the right location for our company’s expansion, and

we couldn’t be more pleased with how this community has welcomed us.”

Some of the more well–known estates that his agency listed or sold in Brevard include

the Pumpkin Center, the beachside home of the late Al Neuharth, founder of “Florida

Today” and “USA Today”; Dragon Point, Merritt Island’s southernmost tip and a popular

play area for children in the past; the Hermansen Estate, called “Hacienda del Sol” on

Merritt Island; and the Dean Estate, located on the Intracoastal Waterway and encom-

passing almost 20,000 square feet on 10 acres of property.

“To have been entrusted with some of the most wonderful pieces of real estate in the

county is humbling,” said Scott Reynolds, the director of business development for Dale

Sorensen Real Estate. “We are grateful for our clients and the amount of trust they have

placed in us. We work hard to earn that trust and we take it very seriously. We are No. 1

in closed ‘Brevard barrier island sales.’ That’s a remarkable statement to be able to make

when you’re the new kid on the block. We want to thank our sales agents, staff and

especially our clients for making that possible.”

The office has 38 full–time real–estate agents and a support staff of four people who

are dedicated to the Brevard market only. “Our intent when we opened this office was to

hire local residents,” Sorensen said. “Our staff and agents live, work and play here, and

they are dedicated to this community, from marketing the area’s best assets to volunteer-

ing their time at local charities. We’re really very happy with the team we’ve been able to

build here.” He said his company has been able to recruit the top agents in Brevard

County by providing them with the “latest and most innovative marketing and sales tools,

state–of–the–art technology, the industry’s best training programs and a comprehensive

support system.”

For more information about the company, which was founded in 1978, visit

www.DaleSorensenBrevard.com or call the Indialantic office at 723–9990.

Space Florida welcomes two new board members
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — Space Florida, the state’s spaceport and aerospace

development authority, recently welcomed Jason Steele and Drew Weatherford as the

newest members its board of directors.

Steele, a former director of the Division of Real Estate and Appraising for the state of

Florida, served under Gov. Jeb Bush and has provided expert witness testimony in

Florida courts since 1990. He is a former state representative, and served on the Florida

Real Estate Commission for eight years. Steele also presided on more than 3,500 real–

estate cases as a quasi–judicial member of the commission.

Weatherford, of Weatherford Partners, attended Florida State University, where he

was a three–year starting quarterback. After graduating with a degree in finance and real

estate, he played professional football. He then led fund–raising efforts for the Seminole

Boosters in South Florida, and later served as the director of business development for a

renewable energy development company. In 2011, Weatherford co–founded Strategos

Public Affairs in Tampa, where he focuses on business–advisory services. In 2011, he also

established Onbikes, a nonprofit organization providing new bicycles to foster and at–risk

children throughout the Tampa Bay area.

“Space Florida is honored to have Mr. Steele and Mr. Weatherford serving as members

of our board of directors,” said Space Florida President and Chief Executive Officer Frank

DiBello. “I believe that their diverse backgrounds and familiarity with state resources will

be advantageous for our organization.”
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Doral, Hollywood, and Miramar. “We have been doing and

completing projects for Space Coast Credit Union for the

last four or five years,” said Padgett.

On this day, he was getting ready to drive to Port

Orange, where Space Coast Credit Union was hosting a

grand opening of a new branch, which was constructed by

his company.

“We’ve built Building Management Systems through

relationships. As a company, we’ve been through a cycle or

two. The long–term relationships we have forged in the

community have certainly carried us through the challeng-

ing times, and more. And now, it’s nice to see the construc-

tion market moving again in the right direction. We think

it’s going to be a good year for our firm.”

Building Management Systems
Continued from page 15

CareerSource Florida reports helping
37,000 gain employment in March

TALLAHASSEE — The CareerSource Florida network

reported that it had helped 37,457 Floridians secure jobs in

March. The network includes 24 regional work–force

boards, including CareerSource Brevard, and nearly 100

career centers throughout the state.

Regional work–force boards are ranked 1–24 monthly

based on several factors, including the number of job–

seekers who gain employment after being assisted by a

career center or by EmployFlorida.com, Florida’s job–

matching website; the number of available job openings in

the region; and the number of re–employment assistance

beneficiaries who find employment after receiving work–

force services.

The top three regions for job placements reported last

month are: CareerSource Gulf Coast, which serves Bay,

Franklin and Gulf counties; CareerSource North Florida,

which serves Hamilton, Jefferson, Lafayette, Madison,

Suwannee and Taylor counties; and CareerSource Tampa

Bay, which serves Hillsborough County.

“These top–performing regions are great examples of

the dedicated assistance job seekers receive from the

CareerSource Florida network, whether they live in coastal

communities, rural towns or large cities,” said

CareerSource Florida President and Chief Executive

Officer Chris Hart IV. “The CareerSource Florida network

has a team of workforce professionals in nearly 100 career

centers throughout the state dedicated to helping Florid-

ians find great jobs and grow in their careers.”

Since January, the network has assisted 106,992

Floridians gain employment, as noted on the Monthly Job

Placement Report developed by the Florida Department of

Economic Opportunity. A person who receives employment

and training assistance through a career center and finds a

job within 180 days may be reported by a regional work–

force board as a placement.

During the 2013–2014 fiscal year, the CareerSource

Florida network provided employment and career–

development assistance to nearly 489,700 job seekers who

successfully secured employment, as well as recruiting,

hiring, training and related services to more than 101,300

businesses. For more information about the organization,

visit careersourceflorida.com or call (866) 352–2345.
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Building Management Systems
Continued from page 10

residential.

“We are definitely in a growth mode right now,” said

Jason Bartlett, who was promoted to president of Building

Management Systems last September, moving up from

vice president, project management.

He joined the company in 2004 and first worked out in

the field on construction sites. Bartlett rose through the

ranks to his current position. He is a graduate of the

University of Florida’s highly respected M.E. Rinker Sr.

School of Construction Management, which is celebrating

its 80th anniversary and touts on its website a “100

percent” job placement for undergraduates in 2014.

“We have three Rinker graduates on staff at Building

Management Systems,” said Bartlett, adding that his

company will be providing an internship this summer for a

University of Central Florida construction–management

student.

Another sign the industry is recovering is highlighted in

the latest Architectural Billings Index of the American

Institute of Architects. Business conditions at architectural

firms are healthy, and for the second consecutive month,

the ABI posted a modest increase in design activity in

March.

As a leading indicator of construction activity, the ABI

reflects the approximate nine– to 12–month lead–time

between architectural billings and construction spending.

The American Institute of Architects reported the

March ABI score was 51.7, up from 50.4 in February. This

score reflects an increase in design services — any score

above 50 indicates an increase in billings.

The new projects “Inquiry Index” was 58.2, up from a

reading of 56.6 the previous month.

Padgett said he hopes that the next phase of the

recovery in commercial construction will bring under its

wing wider availability of financing opportunities for

existing small businesses and start–up companies.

“That is the next step I would hope to see in the

turnaround, for these kinds of businesses to be able to

secure commercial standard financing, however that is

defined today. Small private companies are very important

to the growth of the economy.”

America’s 25.5 million small businesses generate more

than half of the nation’s GDP; represent 26 percent of

America’s exporters; create 80 percent of all net new jobs;

and employ 52 percent of the private–sector work force,

according to the U.S. Small Business Administration.

Growing companies like Building Management

Systems, which just recently added to its staff, are the

lifeblood of the economy.

As far as laborers and skilled workers, 41 states added

construction jobs between March 2014 and March 2015,

according to a report by the Associated General Contrac-

tors of America. California led the way (46,300 new jobs).

Other states adding a high number of construction jobs for

the past 12 months include Texas (39,300) and Florida

(37,400).

Building Management Systems is gearing up for the

expansion project it will be doing for Melbourne–based

Space Coast Credit Union at its corporate headquarters.

The two– to three–year project will come online in

phases. The first phase, valued at roughly $10 million, will

include the construction of a parking garage and some

infrastructure improvements, both on the street and on the

property at 8045 N. Wickham Road.

Space Coast Credit Union purchased some property

next to Wesche Jewelers on North Wickham Road. “About

20 percent of the new parking garage will be on that newly

purchased parcel along Wickham Road,” said Padgett.

He said phase two will immediately follow the first

phase and will include a large addition to the existing

building. “The second phase is targeted to start in 2016.”

Padgett had just come from a Brevard County Commis-

sioners meeting, at the time of this interview, with good

news for his colleagues at the firm.

“There is a piece of land on the Space Coast Credit

Union campus that is designated wetlands. In the last

year, the county adopted a wetlands–mitigation ordinance.

We were the first to go through that process and received

unanimous approval at the board meeting (April 28). It’s

another step forward in paving the way for the credit union

expansion project.”

Building Management Systems, which has honed

strong relationships with a range of customers, has

performed a number of projects for Space Coast Credit

Union, including in the South Florida communities of

Please see Building Management Systems, page 14
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Brevard Machinist

Apprenticeship Program

Offering Certification

Manufacturing companies are

invited to enter their machinists in

a 4-year, State-Certified Machinist

Apprenticeship Program. The

program provides clasroom/lab

work taught by working profes-

sional machinists in conjunction

with on-the-job training by the

company. The State Certificate is

recognized as a Journeyman

License. Very low cost for compa-

nies. No tuition for students.

Enroll today

as a student or a participating

machining company

Call 321-254-8278 for details

       Residential     Commercial321-779-9797
www.MilitanoConstruction.com
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Habitat for Humanity to host Manatees
series in June at Space Coast Stadium

Habitat for Humanity of Brevard County Inc. will be

selling tickets for and hosting games with the Brevard

County Manatees on June 4, 5 and 6 as a fund–raiser in

support of “simple, decent, affordable” Habitat homes built

with family partners in need.

Tickets prices are $10 and include single–game

admission and a voucher for an official Brevard County

Manatees baseball cap. The games between the Brevard

County Manatees and the Dunedin Blue Jays will feature

the Manatees wearing special jerseys with a tool–belt

design and Brevard Habitat logo. The jerseys will be

auctioned off after the series as an additional fund–raiser

for Brevard Habitat.

Family friendly events, such as a chili contest, will take

place in the parking lot area before each game. From 5 to

6 p.m., Brevard Habitat will be hosting live local bands

that will be playing on the stadium concourse. At game

time for each game, a special guest of Brevard Habitat will

sing the National Anthem and winners of the “First Pitch

Auction” (on eBay; more details soon) will toss the

ceremonial first pitch to a Manatees player who will

autograph the ball for them.

During the game, Brevard Habitat will honor selected

military service members, and will also feature a 50–50

ticket sale and drawing.

“The Brevard County Manatees have been a wonderful

partner with Brevard Habitat. Each year, we have seen

the community’s support grow for this event, and we are

really excited about the June 2015 weekend series and all

the events that will go along with it,” said Andy

Schirmacher, the community engagement coordinator for

Habitat for Humanity of Brevard.

Tickets for this event are available at

BrevardHabitat.com. The tickets must be purchased

24 hours before the event to benefit Brevard Habitat.

Group sales are also available by contacting

Schirmacher at 728–4009, extension 112, or e–mail

Community@BrevardHabitat.com. If you cannot attend

but would like to sponsor tickets for a Habitat family

partner, contact Schirmacher to arrange for tickets.

Chelesa Handler to perform on May 21
The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in

Melbourne will present AEG’s live production of Chelsea

Handler at 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 21. As one of the

nation’s fastest–rising female stand–ups, Handler has

performed to sold–out audiences at numerous venues and

festivals, including, most recently, the prestigious Carnegie

Hall. Her comedy mixes “fearless honesty, ironic riffs and

self–deprecations with no shortage of material.” She broke

into the world of male–dominated late–night talk shows

with her E! Entertainment series, “Chelsea Lately.” Her

first half–hour stand–up special, airing on Comedy

Central, was a ratings hit. She regularly appears on “The

Tonight Show,” has co–hosted “The View,” was profiled on

“Nightline,” and has appeared on “Today,” “Live with Regis

and Kelly” and “Late Night with David Letterman.” For all

of its four seasons, Handler was the star of Oxygen’s “Girls

Behaving Badly.” Tickets may be purchased by visiting

KingCenter.com or by calling the office at 242–2219.
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FAST. 
SIMPLE. 
SMART.

Macs are fast. Macs are simple. And now the smart choice is to integrate a 
Mac into your home or office with our special financing! 

6, 12, and 18 Months options now available*

VISUAL DYNAMICS, INC. 2251 Town Center Avenue Suite 105 Viera, FL 32940 (321) 433-0607      
694 Eau Gallie Blvd, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 (321) 773-7788    

Apple, the Apple logo, FaceTime, iPad, and iSight are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
* Financing provided by Synchrony Bank. 6 months offer applies to purchases up to $999; 12 months offer applies to purchases of $1,000 - 1,499; 18 months offer applies to purchases over $1,500
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The program will feature a short, live auction. “The

auction will include a ‘Day with Sheriff Ivey,’ who is the

honorary chairman of the event,” said Dropeski, a Wacky–

Tacky committee member. “We are seeing a lot of commu-

nity support for the auction and for the tournament in

general.”

The fee to play in the Wacky–Tacky tourney is $1,000

for a foursome. For more information about participating

in the event as a player or to be a sponsor, call 543–0570 or

contact Gleason at CGleason@MyBridges.org. Sponsor-

ships range from $300 to $10,000 and have such names as

St. Andrews, Augusta National, Pebble Beach, and others.

As of presstime, the event sponsors include: Health

First, Flammio Financial Group/Ameriprise Private

Wealth Advisory Practice, Intercoastal Insurance Inc., Ron

Jon Surf Shop, Dyer Mortgage Group, Berman Hopkins

Wright & LaHam/CPAs and Associates, Harrell Real

Estate, Widerman Malek/Attorneys at Law, “Florida

Today,” BB&T, Clevens Face and Body Specialists, J. Rolfe

Davis, Island Lincoln, SunTrust Bank, Florida Bank of

Commerce, Sorensen Moving & Storage, Christine Lance,

Commissioner Anderson, Fabulous Five, Florida Derma-

tology, and Joseph and Susan Collins.

Area businesspeople who are volunteering their time on

the Wacky–Tacky committee, in addition to Ivey, Ander-

son, Drinkwater, Gleason and Dropeski, are: Dani Clevens,

Susan Collins, Lindsey Deaton, Mike Durante, Bobbie

Dyer, Susan Hammerling, Les Hatter, Dan Henn, Tina

Johnson, Claude Johnson, Mark Malek, Mike McBride,

Chris Myers, Matt Morrison, John Theofidedes, Leasha

Flammio–Watson, Claudia O’Brien, and Hillary Urban.

“We have a stellar committee comprised of community–

minded people, of which Commissioner Anderson is the

chair,” said Gleason.

Bridges, as an organization, is more than 57 years old.

Formerly known as The Arc of Brevard, Bridges provides a

broad range of programs and services to children and

adults with disabilities.

For example, Bridges runs a full–service material–

recycling facility that serves Patrick Air Force Base, Cape

Canaveral Air Station, and Kennedy Space Center. The

facility employs more than 25 people.

“We are the only organization in the region that

provides residential housing for those with disabilities,”

said Gleason. “We have residences in Titusville and in

Rockledge.”

She added, “We also have the ‘Patriot House,’ which is a

highly successful program with the VA. We have success-

fully placed more than 22 veterans into their own homes,

with jobs, in the last three years. The program is very

regimented. We are very pleased with how the Patriot

House program has evolved.”

The 24–month Patriot House program is designed to

assist veterans who are homeless with their transition

back to independent living. The cost of homelessness on

society can be quite high.

According to a report in the “New England Journal of

Medicine,” homeless people spent an average of four days

longer per hospital visit than comparable non–homeless

people. This extra cost, roughly $2,400 per hospitalization,

is attributable to homelessness.

A study of hospital admissions of homeless people in

Hawaii revealed that 1,751 adults were responsible for 564

hospitalizations and $4 million in admission costs. Their

rate of psychiatric hospitalization was “more than 100

times higher than their non–homeless cohorts.”

In 2012 Bridges opened the Patriot House in

Melbourne, a transitional home for disabled and homeless

male veterans. “One of the things we are looking to do with

the Bridges Foundation is expand that program, perhaps

get another house for men as well as one for women,” said

Gleason.

The Patriot House is funded under the Veterans Affairs’

“Grant Per Diem” program and the support of the commu-

nity. Homeless veterans are younger on average than the

total veteran population, according to a study by the

National Coalition for Homeless Veterans.

With the Bridges Foundation now officially launched,

Gleason said she will be working throughout the commu-

nity building support for Bridges’ programs and services

for people with disabilities, including homeless veterans

and disabled veterans.

“There is a big need in the region for the services we

provide. We’re looking forward to the inaugural Wacky–

Tacky golf tourney and hope to build on the success of this

fund–raising program in the future. We have seen a

generous outpouring of support from the community.”

Certified General Contractors
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NEW MODEL UNDERWAY! 1304 Alto Vista Drive
Melbourne, FL 32940

Upgrades Are Our Standard

Model/Agent: (321) 241-4938

Developer: (321) 751-6850

Visit our current model at 1171 Italia Court, Melbourne, FL 32940

Meet Our Dedicated Team

Construction with Integrity since 1981

BMS is a full-service construction company offering unique design/build,
general contracting and construction management solutions

for all facets of commercial and industrial facilities.

321-723-6938

www.bmsconstruct.com

1675 S. John Rodes Blvd.

West Melbourne, FL  32904

CGC020797    CGC1510758

From left: Sisi Packard, Jake Moore, Norma Padgett, Jon Turner, Daniel Schroeder,
Jason Bartlett, Matt Hegedus, Mike Hampton, Doug Padgett & Lisa Martel.
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Follow the signs...

www.CGCFlorida.com

for quality construction delivered on time and on budget.

“We stake our reputation on every job.” Adam Broadway, President & Ryan Runte, Vice President
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to happen again in this market.”

For commercial real estate price growth, it was a good

year. The new compiling of CoStar’s “Commercial Repeat

Sales Indices,” a value–weighted U.S. composite index,

clearly shows the current momentum of the industry. The

CRSI increased 11 percent in 2014 to 5.7 percent above the

previous peak in 2007, “as investors continued to pour

money into commercial property.”

While investor demand for core assets remains high,

the CRSI also reflects the trend among investors who are

“increasingly moving to secondary markets in quest of

higher yields,” such as Brevard County.

The equal–weighted composite index, in which each

sale transaction is weighted the same regardless of sale

price, increased 13.3 percent in 2014. This index, which

better reflects the influence of smaller transactions and

those in secondary markets, is still 14 percent below its

peak, “suggesting that there is more room for price

appreciation as the cycle matures.”

“With all the business activity swirling around the

Brevard market, there is a lot to be optimistic about,” said

John Stevely, a senior commercial associate and value

analyst at JM Real Estate. “You can tangibly see the

growth again in this county, and that’s a big deal. More

and more people are becoming familiar with Brevard, and

that’s going to bode well for all types of businesses.”

Stevely, who holds the Member of the Appraisal

Institute professional designation, which takes years of

peer review and experience to attain, is the newest

associate of the JM Real Estate team. He earned his

bachelor’s degree in finance, with a minor in real estate,

from the University of Central Florida, where he also was

awarded his MBA degree.

“As part of the JM Real Estate team, I’m looking to

leverage my appraisal background in handling complex

property types and helping provide value to potential

buyers and sellers,” said Stevely, who grew up in Orlando

and has lived in Brevard for the last eight years.

“John has some outstanding qualifications and is a

great fit for our firm,” said businesswoman Jewel

McDonald, the founder, president, and broker of JM Real

Estate.

She said her firm “may add another agent perhaps by

the end of this year. Our listings are growing. It’s exciting

to see the turnaround in the commercial real–estate

market.”

A turning point in the recovery can be traced to the

third quarter of 2013, when deal flow and transaction

volume among colleagues of the Certified Commercial

Investment Member Institute increased 57 percent over

the prior year, as gains in employment and consumer

spending advanced. From there, the commercial real–

estate expansion has moved forward, consistently posting

gains, quarter over quarter.

A U.S. real estate forecast based on a survey of 39 of the

industry’s leading economists and analysts predicts that

commercial–property transaction volume will reach $430

billion by 2016, exceeding the value of 2006.

The report was released by the Urban Land Institute.

One key point it makes is that the issuance of commercial

mortgage–backed securities, a main source of financing for

commercial real estate, is expected to continue its rebound

with consistent growth through 2016.

To get a feel for the commercial real–estate recovery,

one only needs to look at the trend in land sales around the

nation, which is generally an indicator of future develop-

ment in communities.

The CoStar Realty “Land Index” gained 19.9 percent in

2014, driven by increased demand for development sites

across all property types. Despite strong gains over the last

year, the “Land Index” remains nearly 29 percent “below

last cycle’s peak since reaching its most recent trough in

2012.”

Another report, compiled by Real Capital Analytics Inc.,

said from 2013 to present, entitled land sales totaled $28.7

billion, up 45 percent versus the prior two–year period.

All the commercial real–estate fundamentals seem to

be aligning in a timely fashion. Office vacancies are

declining, while rent growth is now making gains across

most property sectors of the industry. “We’re seeing

strength in rent increases,” said Joe Poirier, JM Real

Estate’s director of brokerage services, adding, “There are

some good rates on lease renewals, too.”

Pricing in CoStar Group’s “Office Index” increased

9.5 percent in 2014. Overall office–market fundamentals

improved “significantly” in 2014 as vacancies decreased to

11.3 percent from 11.9 percent in 2013. Despite a moderate

pickup in development, “net absorption grew even more

strongly, up 40 percent from 2013 levels.”

McDonald says a growing number of commercial

properties across the different sectors that JM Real Estate

leases and manages for clients have reached full occu-

pancy, including Park Place at Suntree, the Melbourne

Corporate Center behind Melbourne Square Mall,

Crossroads Village, and Palm Bay Village. “These build-

ings all had vacancies a few years ago.”

JM Real Estate’s diversified portfolio contains commer-

cial facilities throughout Brevard County, including

beachside and a range of buildings in Port St. John,

Titusville, and Cocoa.

“We specialize in the Brevard market,” said McDonald.

“We’re not going outside our market as it relates to leasing

and brokerage. We feel like there is plenty of business in

Brevard and we don’t want to spread ourselves too thin

geographically. We can best service our customers in this

market. This is where our experience and knowledge is

concentrated.”

One report says improving absorption trends and

growing investor interest in smaller properties is helping

lift the commercial real–estate market to new recovery

heights in many communities. Businesses such as JM Real

Estate are benefiting from this trend.

“We’ve had three record years in a row — 2012, 2013

and 2014 — and we’re hoping that the trend will continue

in 2015,” said McDonald, who holds the Certified Property

Management designation through the Institute of Real

Estate Management, as well as the CCIM credential.

“We are especially seeing a lot of brokerage activity this

year. We were founded as a property–management firm

and expanded into brokerage a number of years ago. The

brokerage side of the business is really going to sail this

year and for the next couple of years, we believe. In

general, we are experiencing solid, steady growth.”

Soon after McDonald founded her firm, she was joined

in the business by her husband, Mike McDonald, who

previously managed a transportation business in Orlando

and oversaw more than 60 employees. He is JM Real

Estate’s director of operations. They went on to build the

agency into one of the largest independent businesses of its

kind in the region.

To expand into brokerage services, Jewel McDonald

recruited two well–known commercial real–estate agents

in the region — Lewis and Poirier. Both have wide

experience and strong roots in the community.

“The brokerage side of JM Real Estate’s business has

been steadily progressing. Now, as the commercial market

begins to strengthen in many areas of the county, our

brokerage business is poised to grow,” said Lewis.

Before joining JM Real Estate, Lewis was a licensed

broker associate with Matthew Realty LLC in Viera, an

arm of Matthew Development. Before that firm affiliation,

she was the broker for Corplex Realty Inc./Corpex Develop-

ment Inc. in Melbourne. At JM Real Estate, she works

with developers, investors, and buyers and sellers,

representing them in a wide variety of deals.

Poirier’s resume includes having worked as a commer-

cial real–estate developer and broker, doing projects in

Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

He once served as the commercial sales manager for

The Viera Company. Poirier was responsible for commer-

cial real–estate sales, marketing and research, and

assisted with public and community relations for the

38,000–acre New Town of Viera during its early years.

Since coming aboard the JM Real Estate team in 2008,

Poirier has transacted nearly $30 million in sales and

leasing volume representing more than 480,000 square

feet of space. He’s currently involved with the Viera Shops,

whose tenants include Total Wine & More, TJ Maxx, and

HomeGoods.

“The third phase of that project is under construction

and will include such tenants as PetSmart, Buffalo Wild

Wings, and some new businesses for this market,” said

Poirier. “Brevard is growing and we’re attracting more

attention from national companies.”

Melbourne Square Mall is seeing a flurry of activity

with new eating establishments under construction on

outparcels. BJ’s Restaurant and Brewery, Outback

Steakhouse, and Red Robin Gourmet Burgers and Brews

are set to have a presence there. They will join TooJay’s

Gourmet Deli and Rodizio Grill.

Shopping center occupancy rates hit a six–year high in

2014, according to the International Council of Shopping

Centers. The compiling showed that occupancy rates were

92.7 percent at the end of the fourth quarter of 2014, the

highest level since the second quarter of 2008.

For the mall segment, including regional malls,

occupancy rates were 94.2 percent at the end of 2014, a

“level not seen since the fourth quarter of 1987.”

With the economy continuing to expand and businesses

adding jobs, Jewel McDonald says she is upbeat about her

firm’s long–term growth potential in the county. “Things

are definitely starting to happen in Brevard. We’re growing

along with the county. The future looks bright.”




