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By Ken Datzman

Commercial real–estate development in Brevard

County is firmly back on track, creating jobs and much

more as it helps move the economy forward.

After a couple of years of what seemed like a saw–

tooth pattern of starts and stops in commercial building,

developers are now digging in with more confidence as

momentum begins to swing in their favor.

Developers are cautious, but actively pursuing

projects that fit the needs of their local markets.

“A lot of things are happening in the commercial

market in Brevard right now, and they are all positive for

developers and for the construction industry,” said

general contractor Robert Kodsi, a principal in Tricon

Development of Brevard Inc.

Developers’ work is vital to the region’s long–term

economic growth. And 2015, with four months to go, is

proving to be a strong year for developers not only in our

region, but also around the nation.

In 2014, the industry saw its best year since 2007,

according to a new report titled “The Economic Impacts

of Commercial Real Estate,” just released by the Na-

tional Association of Industrial and Office Properties, or

NAIOP, the leading organization for developers, owners,

and related professionals in office, industrial, retail, and

mixed–used real estate.

Compiled by the NAIOP Research Foundation, the

report says the economic contributions yielded by the

development process increased by 40 percent over the

previous year, the largest gain since the market began to

recover in 2011.

Direct expenditures for 2014 totaled $174.3 billion, up

from $124 billion the year before. The total contribution

to the U.S. gross domestic product reached $528 billion in

2014, up from $376 billion in 2013.

The investment dollars for projects begin at the

community level. Locally, the market is seeing acceler-

ated commercial–construction activity in select parts of

the county, which is playing a role uplifting the economy

through job creation.

“Just look at all the commercial development that’s

going on in the Suntree area. It’s creating jobs,” said

Robert Kodsi, whose family run firm is one of the

longstanding developers in the region. He operates the

company with his father, Maurice Kodsi, who founded

Tricon Development.

Real–estate development jobs support construction,

architecture, engineering, and legal services, as well as

other business sectors including retail purchases related

to these projects, such as furniture for an office.

Please see Riverview Tower at Suntree, page 19
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Tricon Development of Brevard is the developer and builder of the new 80,000–square–foot Riverview Tower at Suntree, a Class A facility
with retail on the first level and office space on the above floors. Located on the corner of Suntree Boulevard and U.S. Highway 1, the
facility is being marketed by Charine Lewis of JM Real Estate in Melbourne. She says the project is attracting much interest from businesses.
Robert Kodsi is a principal in Tricon Development and oversees the development process for both commercial and multi–family projects
for his company. Tricon Development will be relocating its Merritt Island office to Riverview Tower.
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Commercial development on rise in area; Riverview Tower at Suntree
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With Sincere Thanks From

Allegiance Contracting, Inc. to

STAR Building Systems, an NCI Company

Marty Hooks, District Manager Southeast & Caribbean

RUSH Construction, Inc.

Ron Norris North, LLC

Construction Engineering Group Structural

Michael A. Penney, Architect PA

Pre-Engineered Steel, Inc.

Ron Norris Buick-GMC

authorized builder for STAR Building Systems

Allegiance Contracting, Inc.  

321-751-2120

From left: Marty Hooks, Star Building Systems; David Rader, Pre-Engineered Steel;

Jane Lindsey, Allegiance Contracting, Inc.; Josh Norris, Ron Norris Buick-GMC

and Bobby Jicha, RUSH Construction, Inc.

To Today

Star Building Systems

2014 Master Builder Award Recipient

for the Best of the Southeast District

Congratulations

From Yesterday
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Brevard Achievement Center in Rockledge, a non-

profit agency that serves people with disabilities, has

announced that the first of five planned Teriyaki

Madness fast–casual restaurant franchises has opened in

Colonial Plaza, at Colonial Drive and North Bumby, in

Orlando.

All locations will be owned and operated by Brevard

Achievement Center Franchise LLC, a wholly owned

subsidiary of BAC and run by General Manager Zack

Zonker. BAC is the first franchisee to open Teriyaki

Madness restaurants in Florida.

Besides bringing healthy, fresh Asian food to the

metro–Orlando area this year and Brevard County in

2016, owning the Teriyaki Madness franchise gives BAC

an additional opportunity to fulfill its mission to assist

people with disabilities achieve personal success.

The agency will use net proceeds from each restaurant

to supplement underfunded programs and services

recently impacted by government budget reductions. In

addition, employment and on–the–job training opportu-

nities will be available at each location for people with

disabilities.

“Two years ago our agency’s board and leadership

realized that it was time to create a new line of revenue

that would give us a solid means of fulfilling our mission

for years to come,” said BAC President and Chief

Executive Officer Amar Patel. “When the idea of buying a

franchise was put forth, we thought it was definitely

worth investigating.”

Through their research, the BAC team learned that

purchasing a premium fast–casual restaurant franchise

was the right choice and that Teriyaki Madness was the

perfect fit. The franchise not only had a simplified menu

that consisted of fresh, healthier food options — as well

as signature, made–from–scratch sauces that the BAC

team knew would appeal to local customers — but

Teriyaki Madness also offered sophisticated systems and

an interactive support staff. All agreed that the partner-

ship had the right ingredients for success.

“We are proud to partner with the Brevard Achieve-

ment Center to help provide employment to people with

disabilities and create a sustainable revenue stream to

fund the nonprofit’s important mission,” said Erin Hicks,

executive vice president of Teriyaki Madness.

Grand–opening festivities will be held on Friday,

Aug. 28, with Rock 101.1 DJ Dickerman hosting “Dinner

with Dickerman” from 5 to 7 p.m. The celebration also

will feature $5 teriyaki bowls, prizes, and concert ticket

giveaways. In addition, iHeartMedia listeners can enter

to win an Apple Watch Sport and a year of Teriyaki

Madness by visiting the website of either Rock 101.1,

Rumba 100.3 or 740 The Game. To learn more, visit

Facebook.com/tmad026.

Founded in 1968, BAC serves, on average, more than

5,000 people with disabilities a year through a variety of

programs and services. The agency partners with

SourceAmerica and the AbilityOne Program, as well as

RESPECT of Florida to offer jobs through federal and

state contracts throughout Central Florida, the Pan-

handle, Puerto Rico and Virginia.

BAC holds the highest accreditation offered by the

Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities

and is a United Way of Brevard partner. For more

information on the organization, call 632–8610 or visit

www.bacbrevard.com.

Teriyaki Madness, a premium fast–casual, Asian

restaurant concept featuring a Seattle Teriyaki menu,

was founded in 2003 and began franchising the brand in

2005. The company’s web address is

www.TeriyakiMadness.com. For more information

regarding the restaurant’s franchise business, visit

www.Franchise.TeriyakiMadness.com.

Brevard Achievement Center and Teriyaki Madness team to create recipe for success with Asian grill franchise

Art Gallery of Viera accepting entries for show
Art Gallery of Viera at The Avenue is seeking entries for its fourth annual juried art show, “Brush with Success

2015,” which will be on exhibit from Oct. 7 to Nov. 7. The deadline for entries is Sept. 12. This is an all–medium show

with cash awards going to the top–three winners. There will be merit awards given out as well. The judge this year for

the show will be Linda Schaner. The prospectus for this show can be found at ArtGalleryOfViera.com/entry. This year,

the Art Gallery of Viera is using EntryThingy and Paypal to accept the online submissions and payment of entries.

Hand–delivered entries to the Gallery are also accepted. For more information on this event, call 504–4343.
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Henderson Group
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Meet Our Dedicated Team

Construction with Integrity since 1981

BMS is a full-service construction company offering unique design/build,
general contracting and construction management solutions

for all facets of commercial and industrial facilities.

321-723-6938

www.bmsconstruct.com

1675 S. John Rodes Blvd.

West Melbourne, FL  32904

CGC020797    CGC1510758

From left: Sisi Packard, Jake Moore, Norma Padgett, Jon Turner, Daniel Schroeder, 
Jason Bartlett, Matt Hegedus, Mike Hampton, Doug Padgett & Lisa Martel.

READY TO MOVE IN 
 

CALL MIKE ULLIAN 
321-258-7556 (cell) 

HENDERSON SOUTHEAST CORPORATION 
Michael S. Ullian, CCIM, SIOR, Vice President 

A Licensed Real Estate Brokerage 
321-676-2424 

www.hendersonsoutheast.com 

FOR LEASE — 685 ATLANTIS ROAD  

30,000+ SF OFFICE/MANUFACTURING/FLEX 

100% air conditioned & sprinklered 
16.5’ - 21.5’ clear height 

4 dock high overhead doors 
ESD flooring 

METRO E with CAT 6 
1200 amp 120/208V 277/480V 
ADJACENT TO MELBOURNE 
 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
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By Heather Gibson
UCF Forum columnist

There’s been a lot of talk about patron use of technology

in theaters, the most recent story of course being Patti

LuPone’s snatching a phone out of a texting audience

member’s hands in the middle of a scene during “Shows for

Days” at the Lincoln Center Theater.

LuPone, a Tony and Grammy award–winning actress

who has graced Broadway stages in Evita,” “Gypsy,” “Les

Miserables,” “Sweeney Todd,” and numerous other shows

you’ve wanted to see, has long been vocal about her dislike

of audience distractions, and for good reason. Imagine that

you were doing your job and the person to whom you are

speaking starts staring into a tiny screen, talking with

someone else.

Oh, wait. We don’t have to imagine this, we live it every

day!

It’s rude, it’s distracting, and it’s antisocial. At UCF, we

devote entire paragraphs in syllabuses about not using

cellphones during class time. At the theater, we post signs,

put notices in playbills, and politely request that phones be

turned off during the preshow announcements. Yet people

persist.

As a marketing professional, I occasionally consider

welcoming phones into the theater. “What if we create a

Tweet Seat?” I think.

“Patrons could talk about us on Twitter, share a status

on Facebook, grab a quick snapshot (also against the rules,

but a story for another day) and share it on Instagram!

‘Theatre UCF has the best shows evaaaaarrrrr! Come see

it! #ilovetheater #yougottaseethis #UCF #chargeon

#hashtag.’”

But every time I consider it, I always come back to no.

It’s not just for the performers that I say no. It is also

because theatergoers, just like students in the classroom,

will have a better experience if they put down their darn

phones.

I no longer watch TV without my phone. “I wonder

what else that actress was in?” and out comes IMDb. I no

longer read without my phone. In fact, that’s pretty much

the only thing I read anymore. I no longer ride in the car as

a passenger without scanning my phone (though I do drive

without it, because rules.) The only place I am without my

phone is when I am forced to put it away — and man, I

cherish that time. But screen addiction is a powerful thing.

Even though I value my phoneless time, I don’t do it unless

forced to.

We need a break from the beeping, the dinging, the

ringing, and the glowing screens. According to various

opinions, smartphones are impacting our focus, our

relationships with our children, and even our posture. We

need time with no distractions. We need real experiences

that we can share and discuss in real face–to–face conver-

sation with our friends. We need to sit and look up at

something, for a change! Theatre can do all of this.

Let your busy mind escape from your stresses and slip

into a new world. Theatre provides a chance to dream, to

visit faraway places, to travel to a different time. Partake

in the Age of Aquarius, dance with a drag queen nun, ride

on a flying turtle. Wear a 50s party dress, a pirate’s eye

patch, or a slinky evening gown. Sing in a barbershop

quartet, boogie on down, defeat the killer zombies. Theatre

UCF patrons have been transported to some of those

places in recent seasons and will visit the others this year.

Give the theater three hours of your time and it will

give you a whole new life for the low, low price of one ticket

— and no phones.

And then, once the play is over, and you have returned

back to reality from your short trip to our fair Verona, you

can turn the phone back on and tell everyone: “Just got

back from Italy! BEST MINI VACATION EVER!!!

#ilovetheater.”

Let theater take you to a new world — without the ringing, glowing phones

Heather Gibson is marketing director for the
School of Performing Arts in the UCF College
of Arts & Humanities. She can be reached at
Heather.Gibson@UCF.edu.

Hospice of St. Francis to conduct caregiver classes at two locations
Hospice of St. Francis will be offering Caregiving Education and Resource classes for current and future caregivers,

their family and friend helpers in North and South Brevard County in September. The training program consists of six

90–minute classes.

The North Brevard class will be held from 2 to 3:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays for three weeks at St. Gabriel’s

Episcopal Church, 414 Pine St., in Titusville. The program will start Sept 15. and run through Oct. 1. The South Brevard

class will be conducted from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays for three weeks at Hospice of St. Francis’ office,

4875 N. Wickham Road, Suite 104, in Melbourne. The program will start Sept. 30 and run through Oct. 16.

All classes were developed nationally in response to the issues caregivers themselves identified. Each class will focus

on different issues a caregiver will face. Hospice of St. Francis’ programs and training classes are offered free of charge to

Brevard County residents. To register for these training classes, contact Barbara Borman at 269–4240, extension 3452,

toll–free at (866) 269–4240 or at Caregiving@HospiceOfStFrancis.com.

Hospice of St. Francis was founded in 1977 and serves all of Brevard County with offices in Titusville and Melbourne.

It is an independent, nonprofit hospice serving the pain–relief and symptom–management needs of patients. Hospice of

St. Francis provides support programs to assist with the many needs of families with ill loved ones. For more information

about patient services and support programs, call the numbers above.

Fox Lake Christmas Festival of Crafts accepting vendor applications for event
Food vendors and crafters are sought for the 22nd annual Fox Lake Christmas Festival of Crafts, which will be held

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 21, at Fox Lake Park in Titusville. Only handmade and homemade crafts will be

offered for sale at the event, which is sponsored by the Brevard County Parks and Recreation Department’s North Area

Parks Operations. Registration for crafter spots begins on Monday, Aug. 31.

An outside open–area vendor display is $25 plus tax, and under the pavilion space is $35 plus tax. Concessions will be

available for purchase and admission is free of charge. The deadline for crafter applications is Friday, Nov. 20. Office

hours for registration are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, at Sandrift Community Center, 585 N Singleton

Ave., in Titusville. Applications for food vendors will be available beginning Monday, Aug. 31, at Sandrift Community

Center, or by e–mail at Jann.Faiga@BrevardParks.com. Selected food vendors will be notified on Monday, Oct. 26.

There is no cost to submit an application. A $50 plus tax, non–refundable, special–event fee is due from selected food

vendors by Friday, Nov. 6. For more information about this event, call 264–5037.
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Mainstream Engineering Corp. awarded
contract from Missile Defense Agency for
inspection and sustainment device

ROCKLEDGE — Mainstream Engineering Corp., a

29–year–old Brevard County research and manufacturing

company, has been awarded a contract from the Missile

Defense Agency to develop an “inspection and sustainment

recording device.”

The process of tracking electronic systems from the

point of manufacture to field usage is complex. Devices can

be held in storage for decades before use, and they can be

subjected to significant and potentially damaging environ-

mental conditions throughout their lifecycle, according to

Mainstream Engineering. Latent and intermittent failures

occur, and “detecting these malfunctions is difficult

without actively monitoring the failure mechanisms from

day one.”

By incorporating a health–monitoring system into the

electronics during the manufacturing process, the remain-

ing life can be tracked instantaneously throughout the

logistics chain. However, current technologies do not offer

simple and reliable products that can be incorporated into

electronics to effectively monitor the remaining life.

To solve this problem, Mainstream Engineering will

combine its experience with modern low–power design

methodologies, cumulative damage modeling techniques,

and electronic monitoring systems to design an inspection

and sustainment recording device. This will aid mainte-

nance personnel by providing continuously updated

information on the estimated health and remaining life of

the electronics.

Mainstream Engineering is a solutions–oriented

research, development and manufacturing small business.

The company has a history of leading–edge research and

development that has resulted in “advanced, American–

made, cost–competitive products.” Its products include

lightweight diesel engines, thermal control units, biomass

conversion technologies, and air–conditioning and

refrigeration products. For more information on the

company, visit www.Mmainstream–Engr.com.

Brevard Humane Society set to host
‘Bark in the Park’ at stadium in Viera

The Brevard Humane Society, in conjunction with the

Brevard County Manatees, will be hosting “Bark in the

Park” on Sunday, Aug. 30, at Space Coast Stadium, 5800

Stadium Parkway in Viera. The gates will open at 3 p.m.,

with the baseball game scheduled to start at 5:05 p.m.

There is no charge for parking.

Bring your dog to the game. The Brevard County

Manatees will play the Lakeland Flying Tigers. The event

will include a showcase of vendors and various activities

for dogs.

The cost to attend the game is $6 per person and $2 per

dog. Friendly, leashed and vaccinated dogs are welcome.

The Brevard Humane Society will be at the event with

shelter dogs available for adoption, merchandise and fun

educational information about responsible pet ownership.

For more information on this community event, contact

the Brevard Humane Society at 636–3343 or visit

www.BrevardHumaneSociety.com.
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www.NuVantageInsurance.com
253-9000

Boat and RV Insurance
with both the

Coverage and Service You Deserve

Nancy R. Taylor
Broker/Owner

2891  

ROSSCLEVENS TM

National Leader In

HAIR RESTORATION
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Buying or Selling? Do it with Confidence!

Nick Farinella 321-704-1600
I Can SELL Any Type Of Property!

100+ Homes CLOSED in 2014
From $18000 to $2.5 Million

Born and raised in Cocoa Beach
- I know every Subdivision &
Condominium in this County!

Registered Coldwell Banker
Relocation Expert

www.NicksRE.com

From $

Born
- I kno
Cond

Regis
Reloc

• Apple, the Apple logo, FaceTime, iPad,and iSight are trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the US and other countries. App store is a service 
mark of Apple Inc.

Want to know how to get started with a new Mac® or iPad®?

Call or stop by one of our locations for a schedule or visit our website at www.getmactraining.com 

Trainingg
Classes

Attend our Hands-On Workshop Series: Getting started with your Mac or iPad

4.5 hours of hands on training so you can get started quickly!

Space Coast Machinist

Apprenticeship Program

Offering Certification

Manufacturing companies are

invited to enter their machinists in

a 4-year, State-Certified Machinist

Apprenticeship Program. The

program provides clasroom/lab

work taught by working profes-

sional machinists in conjunction

with on-the-job training by the

company. The State Certificate is

recognized as a Journeyman

License. Very low cost for

companies. No tuition for students.

Enroll today

as aparticipating

machining company

or as a student

Call 321-254-8278 for details

 Formerly Brevard Machinist Apprenticeship Program
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The Melbourne High School crew team, a nonprofit

organization, is seeking businesses in the region to be part

of its new corporate sponsorship program.

The team must continually raise funds to meet its

annual budget, which pays the coaches, buys boats and

equipment, and covers regatta fees and other expendi-

tures.

For 38 years, the team has been helping area youth

discover the lifelong sport of rowing. Originally sponsored

by teachers Pat Hernacki and Earl Wheeler, this organiza-

tion consistently grew and developed into what it is today.

For 32 years, Florida Tech provided storage and a

practice site, as well as former rowers as team coaches.

The team has since moved its home to Ballard Park in

Melbourne, said Shannon Reinighaus, secretary of the

board for the Melbourne High School crew team.

Every season, Brevard County’s youth participate in the

competitive and skill–building programs of crew. During

the summer, their developmental program draws student–

athletes who want to go on to join the Melbourne High

crew team when school starts.

“Since its inception, there has always been an attitude

of healthy competitiveness and energy that drives the kids

and parents from year to year,” said Reinighaus. “Now, 38

years later, Melbourne High School rowing is still compet-

ing at the state championships and scholastic nationals.

Florida rowers have shown themselves to be among the

best performers in the country, and Melbourne High

School crew has a chance to compete against the very best

at every regatta.”

The team has represented Melbourne High School in

local, state, regional and national competitions. It travels

the state and beyond representing the school at some of

the most competitive regattas available for junior rowers.

They participate in eight or more regattas annually,

including the famous “Head of the Hooch” in Tennessee

and the Nationals in New Jersey, said Reinighaus.

“Their athletes have competed in the Nationals every

year during the last 20 years, where they faced some of the

best teams in the U.S. Thousands of spectators see them in

action each year. In addition, former rowers have gone on

to compete at the collegiate level, earn scholarships, and

also moved into coaching positions at various levels.”

The Melbourne High crew team is entirely supported by

parents, volunteers and fund–raising efforts.

“The team has the local community to thank for its

financial support through sponsoring, ads and fund–

raisers. All of the funds are reinvested in the program and

used for equipment, coaching, and competition,” said

Reinighaus.

As the team grows in size and enters more regattas, it

needs “additional equipment and financial support to

remain competitive.”

To expand their outreach and capabilities, the organiza-

tion has launched a corporate sponsorship program. There

are opportunities to be involved at three different levels. If

you are interested in being a sponsor, or helping the team

in another way, visit www.MelHiCrew.com.

The Melbourne High crew team will also be collecting

donations Sept. 26 at Walmart in Indian Harbour Beach.

On Nov. 6 and 7, the crew team will be doing its annual

“Erg–a–thon” in downtown Melbourne. In addition, there

will be several other fund–raisers throughout the year at

various events and locations.

Melbourne High School crew team launches new corporate sponsorship program in the community

Zonta Club of Melbourne seeks sponsors for run–walk event at Space Coast Stadium
The Zonta Club of Melbourne is looking for sponsors for its “Will Run for Chocolate — Won’t Stand for Violence” 5K

Run–Walk which will raise money to fund the club’s efforts to end violence against women in Brevard County. The run

will begin at 8 a.m. on Oct. 17 at Space Coast Stadium in Viera. “There will be chocolate at the finish line.” Sponsorships

start at $200. To learn more about the levels of sponsorship for this community event, visit www.ZontaSpaceCoast .org.

The club’s 10–year campaign to bring awareness of human trafficking in Brevard County and the state of Florida has

resulted in the passage of a number of statutes regarding trafficking, an increase in reports of suspected trafficking in the

county, and awareness among targeted audiences, namely, police forces, church groups, legal professionals and the

general public. The club will continue the campaign with targeted presentations to the medical community, especially

emergency–room doctors and nurses, fire fighters, emergency medical technicians and paramedics, as well as other

organizations or businesses requesting presentations.

Certified General
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Follow the signs...

www.CGCFlorida.com

for quality construction delivered 
on time and on budget.

“We stake our reputation on every job.” Adam Broadway, President & Ryan Runte, Vice President
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Does your child’s school offer small 
classes, individual attention and 
college guidance in every grade?

Is it time to make a change?

WELCOME TO FLORIDA PREP
…The Change You’re Looking For!

ENROLLING NOW MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADES
Arrange a private tour or attend our next 

Open House, Saturday, September 12th at 9:30 am

Is it a place where individuality and 
excellence are expected?

Are you seeking structure, stability and an 
innovative 21st Century Technology, Skills & 

Values Program?
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COCOA BEACH — The 30th annual National Kidney

Foundation Rich Salick Pro–Am Surfing Festival —

presented by Florida’s Space Coast and featuring the Ron

Jon Surf Shop Men’s Pro event, will take place Labor Day

Weekend, Sept. 3 through Sept. 7, at the Cocoa Beach Pier.

Surfers and beach–goers alike will enjoy the festivities

while helping to raise funds to fight kidney disease.

Professional and amateur surfers will hit the waves

beginning Sept. 5. Professional competitions include the

Ron Jon Men’s Pro, The Westgate Foundation Women’s

Pro, Angel/Anarchy Luke Mackin Junior Men’s Pro,

Victory Casino Men’s Longboard Pro, and Gutin and

Wolverton Women’s Longboard Pro. Surfing finals

conclude the weekend on Labor Day, Sept. 7.

This “world–class event” not only features professional

and amateur surfing, but also competitive tandem surfing,

a traditional Hawaiian Luau on the beach, a “Taste of

Brevard and Silent Auction,” and entertainment through-

out the weekend. A “Surf and Skate” competition, in

conjunction with Cocoa Beach Skate Park, will also be held

on Saturday, Aug. 29.

The Taste of Brevard and Silent Auction, presented by

Regions Bank, will be held Sept. 6 at the Radisson Resort

at the Port in Cape Canaveral. “This tropical event

showcases all the wonders Brevard has to offer.” Auction

items will include hand–painted surfboards, artwork from

the Wyland Galleries, beach cruisers, surf packs, and

more. There will also be samples from more than 20 of

Brevard’s top restaurants.

All of the proceeds will go to the National Kidney

Foundation of Florida to help increase awareness and

prevention of kidney and urinary–tract diseases, and

improve the health and well–being of individuals and

families affected by these diseases. The event is also

designed to increase the awareness of organ donation for

transplantation.

Tickets for Taste of Brevard are $30 and will be

available at the door the day of the event.

With the help of more than 300 volunteers and the

support of the community, “this year’s event is sure to

make waves.” The program is in honor of the co–founder

and three–time kidney recipient Rich Salick, who passed

away in July of 2012. For more information on the NKF

Pro–Am Surfing Festival, call (407) 894–7325 or visit

www.NKFSurf.com.

30th annual NKF Rich Salick Pro–Am Surf Festival set for Labor Day Weekend at Cocoa Beach Pier

Book Sale at Satellite Beach Library
The Satellite Beach Public Library will host a Book Sale from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 12. The library’s

address is 751 Jamaica Blvd. The event is being put on by Friends of the Library. For more information on this commu-

nity event, call the library at 779–4004.
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  Creating Financial Solutions     Prosperity for our Clients

As one of the largest independently and locally owned CPA 
and business consulting firms in Central Florida, we have been 
creating and providing solutions for our clients for over 50 
years. We can help you with all aspects of your business from 
family-owned businesses and publicly held companies to not 
for profit and governmental entities. We are committed to you 
and your success by building relationships one client at a time.

8035 Spyglass Hill Road, Melbourne FL 32940
255 S. Orange Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801

321-757-2020
www.bermanhopkins.com

CATTLE BARONS’ BALL
American Cancer Society’s

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 / 6:00PM
Crowne Plaza Oceanfront Melbourne, FL 

Save the Date
Sponsorship opportunities are now 

available by calling  321.253.0361 ext. 5754
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Please see Dr. Vishnu Patel, page 15

By Ken Datzman

PALM BAY — Last year, “Forbes”

magazine ranked Palm Bay as the 14th

fastest–growing city in America. With

roughly 105,000 residents, it is the largest

city in 72–mile–long Brevard County.

As Palm Bay continues to grow with

new residents, so does its need for medical

specialists, such as cardiologists,

oncologists, orthodontists, and others in

the field, beyond the primary–care

provider level.

While Palm Bay is well served in the

area of family practice doctors and other

care providers, the community falls short

in the specialized areas of medicine.

Specialists are critical and round out a

community’s ability to serve the far–

ranging health–care needs of its residents.

“The City of Palm Bay is growing and

there is demand right now for various

medical specialties,” said Dr. Vishnu Patel,

who practices with Medical Associates of

Brevard and is board certified in

nephrology, internal medicine, and

hypertension.

“Generally speaking, the residents of

Palm Bay have to drive to Melbourne to

see specialists.”

In recent years, the specialist physician

industry has benefited from a rise in

demand for service, driven in part by an

aging population and the growing preva-

lence of chronic diseases.

Health–care reform will bolster even

greater demand for specialist services, as

more people have gained insurance

coverage as a result of the government’s

Affordable Care Act.

Dr. Patel is tapping into this growing

need and has a new commercial construc-

tion project designed to attract more

specialists to the Palm Bay market. He’s

upbeat about Palm Bay, now and in the

future.

Dr. Patel sees Palm Bay presenting

new opportunity for physicians like himself

to invest in the community through

medical–office construction projects that

serve a niche. And that’s what he’s doing

as an independent investor. The construc-

tion project he has well underway near his

office, at 450 Malabar Road, SE, is not part

of Medical Associates of Brevard.

“With this project, we’re looking to

change the dynamics of the market and

Local physician Vishnu Patel developing medical office complex on Malabar
Road in Palm Bay — looks to attract range of specialty doctors to growing area

make it more convenient for residents to

see specialists in Palm Bay,” said Dr.

Patel, who is building the 9,000–square–

foot medical–office facility that will feature

a number of individual suites for practitio-

ners.

“We are looking to bring all sorts of

medical personnel here, from urgent care

to physical therapy and possibly oncology

and cardiology. The west side of Palm Bay

is growing. South of here toward Bayside

Lakes is growing. I think this project is

well–positioned in the community, in that

it provides easy access to Interstate 95 and

other areas.”

The first phase of construction of this

project is expected to be completed in mid–

September, he said.

One of the tenants who has signed on to

occupy space at the new building is

physical therapist Daryl Jacobs II, who is

expanding his practice from Viera with a

second location.

“After the project began to take shape,

people were curious as to what kind of

facility it was going to be,” said Dr. Patel,

adding, “We are now having conversations

with a range of practitioners, and we have

some interested parties.”

His new building is situated in a

growing medical hub of the city. Dr. Patel

also has a 12,000–square–foot medical–

office phase planned behind the facility

he’s currently building. “That phase will

come later. And we plan to do more

commercial development projects in the

future.”

DNA Architects Inc. of Melbourne is the

architect for Dr. Patel’s medical facility

now under construction on Malabar Road.

DNA is run by principal architect Dave

Nagrodsky. The general contractor is

W&J Construction, a local firm. Construc-

tion Engineering Group Inc. of Melbourne

is working the project, too.

Dr. Patel said securing the construction

loan for the development of his medical–

office building started off as a challenge.

He said he worked with a big bank and it

seemed “like no one could really make a

decision on my loan request. It was being

pushed forward to another banker at

another location, time after time, which

eventually delayed this project.”

He added, “My partner, Dr. Tamer

Ahmed, suggested I contact Cathy Martin,

who Dr. Ahmed knew, at Florida Business

Bank in Melbourne. And I did. The loan

process at FBB went quickly and smoothly.

In fact, I was actually the one falling

behind because they were moving so

quickly to turn around my loan request. It

ended with a handshake and I was out the

door.”

At the 450 Malabar Road location is a

leading–edge dialysis center for patients.

The roughly 8,000–square–foot facility is

operated in conjunction with Medical

Associates of Brevard, a growing practice

with more than 40 physicians in various

specialties working at a number of offices

in the area.

“I can walk right out of the backdoor of

my practice and into the dialysis center.

Dr. Vishnu Patel, who is board certified in nephrology, internal medicine, and hypertension, practices
at Medical Associates of Brevard. He has under construction a 9,000–square–foot medical office
building in Palm Bay. The facility is near his practice at 450 Malabar Road, SE. He’s doing the project
as an independent investor and it is not part of Medical Associates of Brevard. Dr. Patel says he is
looking to attract a range of physician specialists and providers to take space at his facility, which is
expected to be completed in mid–September.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Merrill & Rinaldi Chiropractic Center, page 17

By Ken Datzman

Business growth and an improving job market in

Brevard County have the commercial real–estate sector on

a clear path to recovery. Occupancy rates are decreasing

across the range of commercial facilities, as supply and

demand move toward equilibrium after years of imbal-

ance.

There is a lot of movement right now especially in the

health–care market, with an increasing number of

practices better positioning themselves for future growth in

the county.

The Merrill & Rinaldi Chiropractic Center is an

example of an area provider that’s in a growth mode.

Recently, the practice relocated its office to an expanded

facility at 152 N. Harbor City Blvd., Suite 100, in

Melbourne. The center offers a full range of chiropractic

services.

Longtime clients will recognize Dr. Andre Merrill’s 1939

Chevrolet parked on the property at the practice. “I’ve had

it for more than 20 years. It’s my daily–driver. Most of my

patients recognize that car, so I park it where it can be

seen by people driving along North Harbor City Boule-

vard,” he said, adding that he just replaced the vehicle’s

brake master cylinder.

The 2,000–square–foot building is owned by business-

man John Newton, president of Newton Real Estate

Group, a local firm that serves both residential and

commercial markets.

Newton and Dr. Merrill have long embraced and

currently practice various forms of martial arts to keep in

shape.

At his office, Dr. Merrill works alongside his wife, Dr.

Frances Rinaldi, who is also a chiropractor. Dr. Deanna

Carlisle of the Carlisle Chiropractic Center is housed there,

too.

Dr. Rinaldi is a talented illustrator and author of

children’s books. “How Silver Fox and Coyote Came to

Color the Butterfly” is a fine example of her work as an

illustrator and storyteller. The artfully illustrated colorful

book demonstrates “friendships and its obstacles.” The

story also takes the reader through the developmental

stages of the butterfly.

The audience for her books includes educators, who use

them in classrooms to engage children in learning. Dr.

Rinaldi’s work is showcased at www.RedFoxPublishing.net

and sold at Amazon.com.

Her husband has been a chiropractor in Brevard

County for more than 30 years, and has practiced judo

even longer than that.

“I got started in college, that was my first exposure to

the sport of judo,” he said, adding that he was overweight

and needed to exercise. “My sophomore year in college, I

made too many visits to Pizza Hut and put on a bunch of

pounds.”

Dr. Merrill, who once taught high–school science, said

Pizza Hut back then offered 99–cent spaghetti dinners for

college students, which included second and even third

servings.

He said he first started to lose weight by competing on

the wrestling team. Then his gymnastics instructor

suggested he try judo. Dr. Merrill was a versatile athlete in

high school and won four varsity letters in one year,

including wrestling and gymnastics.

He and his brother were the only two students from his

high school to win four varsity letters in one year. “But I

was not a great athlete,” said Dr. Merrill, who specializes

in sports injuries at his practice. “I was a steady per-

former.”

Dr. Merrill said he decided one day to watch a judo class

to see the sport up close. “After one semester, I started

participating in the class. It was the first sport I honestly

took part in on my own volition. And it was a great way to

slim down,” said Dr. Merrill, who is a graduate of the State

University of New York at Brockport. There, he met Dr.

Sachio Ashida, who was an associate professor of psychol-

ogy and an internationally renowned judo champion.

“I truly ran into ‘The Master’ — Dr. Ashida. He had a

great influence on my educational aspirations. He taught

psychology as well as judo at the college. Dr. Ashida was

named a ‘living treasure’ by the Emperor of Japan because

Merrill & Rinaldi Chiropractic Center relocates to expanded facility on North
Harbor City Boulevard in Melbourne, owned by Newton Real Estate Group

Businessman John Newton, left, and Dr. Andre Merrill are longtime martial arts practitioners. Dr. Merrill recently relocated Merrill & Rinaldi
Chiropractic Center to an expanded facility at 152 N. Harbor City Blvd. in Melbourne, owned by Newton Real Estate Group. Dr. Merrill
practices alongide his wife, Dr. Frances Rinaldi. The office also houses the Carlisle Chiropractic Center, run by Dr. Deanna Carlisle. Dr. Merrill
has competed in judo for more than three decades, and learned the sport from one of his college professors, the renowned Dr. Sachio Ashida,
who was an Olympic coach at the 1976 Games in Montreal.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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University of Florida expert wins Lifetime Achievement Award
from trust for his international work for nonprofit organizations

By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications

GAINESVILLE — Since 2012, for three

summers, students at the University of

Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural

Sciences have traveled to India with

Family, Youth and Community Sciences

nonprofit management faculty member

Muthusami Kumaran to learn about non–

governmental organizations (nonprofits)

and development.

While there, Kumaran also lends his

expertise on strategic planning, fund–

raising and best–management practices to

local NGOs.

This year brought an added bonus:

Kumaran won the Lifetime Achievement

Award from the Sethu Valliammal

Educational Trust and the Soka Ikeda

College of Arts and Science for Women, for

his years of work with nonprofit organiza-

tions and NGOs worldwide.

The trust, a major NGO itself, operates

schools, colleges and vocational training

institutions with a focus on providing

educational opportunities to underserved

students. “It’s amazingly humbling,”

Kumaran said of the award. “I truly

consider it an honor to serve NGOs.”

The UF/IFAS assistant professor has

spent his career helping nonprofit organi-

zations maximize their potential.

Here is, in part, how his certificate

reads: “Dr. Muthusami Kumaran is a well–

known and respected international expert

and scholar in promoting capacities of

NGOs in several countries around the

globe. He has assisted numerous nonprofit

organizations in the U.S.A. in enhancing

their organizational management and

taught best nonprofit practices for more

than 2,000 students…”

Kumaran also has trained a cadre of

nonprofit executives in organizational

management in such countries as India,

South Korea, Japan, South Africa, the

Bahamas and the U.S.

“The U.S. has the best nonprofit sector.

The world is looking up to us in managing

nonprofits,” he said.

While they’re in India as part of his

study–abroad program “UF in India: NGOs

& Development,” Kumaran’s students have

numerous opportunities for cultural

immersion and fun, but they also learn

about nonprofits from the people who run

them, as well as their clients. India’s

nonprofit sector is the second largest in the

world, behind only the U.S.

“It’s very joyous,” Kumaran said. “To

witness students acquire the transforma-

tive learning experience through UF in

India, which changes them for the better. It

is heartening when they call me later and

say, ‘Dr. K, you changed my life.’”

Although students enjoy a cultural

exchange with nonprofit leaders, students

and faculty in India, it’s not all fun and

games. “We take them to the slums and

rural areas of major cities,” Kumaran said,

where students witness the living condi-

tions of the people who need help from the

nonprofits.

Kumaran said he and his wife see their

visits as a labor of love.

Kumaran came to the U.S. from India,

where he earned a doctorate and served on

nonprofit boards. He arrived in the U.S. in

1993 to work on another doctorate.

He began his research into nonprofits

while a graduate student at the University

of Louisville. Through a U.S. Department

of Housing and Urban Development grant,

he reached out to nonprofits in the

distressed neighborhood where

Muhammad Ali grew up. While in the

community, Kumaran saw a need to

improve local nonprofit organizations so

they could help the less fortunate. But he

also saw some successes, working with

small nonprofits, which had virtually no

money.

“I saw it in front of my eyes, this

community transforming itself,” he said.

“That began my journey to work in

nonprofit management.”

Space Coast Gator Club to host five football watch party locations
The Space Coast Gator Club will host five official football watch party locations

throughout Brevard County this year. All watch parties are open to the public.

All fans will be greeted and given orange and blue beads. All televisions are HD and all

locations have sound. The club will hold halftime raffles with proceeds going to its

scholarship fund. The five official Gator football watch party locations are: Broken Barrel,

Palm Bay; Old School Pizza Midtown, Melbourne; A N.Y. Pizza House, Satellite Beach;

Normans Raw Bar and Grill, Cocoa; and Dixie Crossroads, Titusville.

For further information on the club, visit spacecoastgatorclub.com or send an e–mail

message to SpaceCoastGatorClub@gmail.com.
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Clevens Face and Body Specialists first
practice in the area to offer nonsurgical
treatment to eliminate excess fat

Dr. Ross Clevens, a double board–certified facial plastic

surgeon, has announced the addition of Kybella, a new

treatment, to his Melbourne–based multi–specialty

practice. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration–

approved injectable is the only noninvasive treatment

designed for the elimination of “submental” fat, often

referred to as a “double chin.” Dr. Clevens says he is the

first facial plastic surgeon in the area to offer Kybella.

An affordable and nonsurgical alternative to

liposuction, Kybella can make a “dramatic” difference in

one’s appearance. “Many patients are concerned about

their double chin,” Dr. Clevens said. “Even with diet and

exercise, the condition may not go away and can make you

look older and heavier than you actually are. Our team at

Clevens Face and Body Specialists is excited to bring this

groundbreaking new treatment for submental fullness to

address this concern for men and women alike in

Melbourne and the Central Florida community.”

Dr. Clevens and his team administer Kybella in private

treatment rooms at Clevens Face and Body Specialists, in

sessions taking about 15 to 20 minutes each. Between two

and four monthly treatments are recommended, he said,

and many patients may see “dramatic” results with

Kybella after just two treatments. As the fat cells are

eliminated, the skin bounces back to a sculpted, youthful

position. Benefits are permanent, as the targeted fat cells

will not return, and patients experience minimal discom-

fort and no downtime, said Dr. Clevens.

Approved by the FDA in April for the elimination of

submental fat, Kybella is made from deoxycholic acid, a

naturally occurring chemical that helps the body rid

unwanted fat. The substance destroys fat cell walls,

dissolving the targeted tissue. Once dissolved, the fat cells

are safely absorbed and eliminated by the body.

An Ivy League–trained surgeon, Dr. Clevens has more

than two decades of specialized experience with surgical

cosmetic and noninvasive procedures exclusively for the

face, including injectables. To learn more about Kybella,

contact Dr. Clevens’ office at 727–3223 to arrange a private

consultation.

Clevens Face and Body Specialists provides cosmetic

and reconstructive facial surgery, breast and body plastic

surgery, NeoGraft Permanent Hair Restoration for Men

and Women, injectables and fillers, laser treatments, laser

hair removal, skin–cancer care, and medical–grade skin–

care treatments. In addition to its Eau Gallie location in

Melbourne, the practice has offices in Suntree, Merritt

Island and Vero Beach.

UCF’s Dr. Matusitz to address group
The Brevard Federated Republican Women will meet

at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 2, at the Holiday Inn, 8298

N. Wickham Road in Melbourne. The guest speaker will be

Dr. Jonathon Matusitz, associate professor at the Univer-

sity of Central Florida. He’ll talk on “ISIS,” a terrorist

organization. Dr. Matusitz is an expert on terrorism and

sharia law. The luncheon fee is $18. Reservations can be

made at brevardfederatedrepublicanwomen.org, or call

727–1212. The deadline is 12 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 28.
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Dr. Vishnu Patel
Continued from page 10

Proximity to the center is important. We recognized that

the closer the patient can be to the dialysis center, the

better will be their outcomes,” said Patel. The physician

team at the Palm Bay office includes Dr. Anthony Tran, a

nephrologist.

The typical dialysis patient comes to the center three

times a week, with each session around three and a half to

four hours. “This office is for CKD, or chronic kidney

disease, patients. And the number of CKD patients is on

the rise. The aging population is contributing to the

prevalence of CKD, and there are other factors, too,” said

Dr. Patel.

The prevalence of CKD will rise in the U.S. in the years

ahead, according to a new report published in the “Ameri-

can Journal of Kidney Diseases” during March’s National

Kidney Month.

According to researchers, the number of adults age 30

or older who have CKD is projected to increase from 13.2

percent currently to 14.4 percent in 2020 and 16.7 percent

in 2030.

The prevalence model, developed by RTI International

for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,

illustrates some of the issues the nation will face as

diabetes rates increase and Americans live longer.

For U.S. adult age groups 30 to 49, 50 to 64, and 65 and

older with no CKD at baseline, the residual lifetime

incidence of CKD is 54 percent, 52 percent and 42 percent,

respectively, according to the research.

This compares to lifetime incidences of 12.5 percent for

breast cancer in women, 33 percent to 38 percent for

diabetes, and 90 percent for hypertension in middle–aged

men and women.

“This is why prevention and raising awareness of

diabetes, hypertension, and high cholesterol are so

important in the community,” said Dr. Patel, who has

physician privileges at area hospitals.

People need to be aware that as they age beyond 50

years, they lose kidney function, making age over 60 a risk

condition for CKD. That is why the National Kidney

Foundation advocates for annual kidney screenings among

people most at risk — those with high blood pressure,

diabetes, a family history of kidney failure, and those over

age 60.

The health impact of the projected rise in CKD will be

felt not only by individuals, but also by the U.S. health–

care system. Medicare expenditures for kidney and kidney

failure were more than $87 billion in 2012, according to

analysis conducted by the U.S. Renal Data System.

Many published studies conclude that identifying and

managing CKD earlier could reduce “comorbidities and

hospitalizations, resulting in health–care savings.”

Dr. Patel says early detection and treatment can slow

or prevent the progression of kidney disease. “Kidney

disease risk can be reduced by controlling blood pressure

and blood sugar, quitting smoking, regular exercise, and

maintaining a healthy weight and healthy lifestyle.”

Dr. Patel says the dialysis center on Malabar Road will

complement his medical–office project and the mix of

providers he hopes to bring aboard to serve patients in a

convenient location.

“We’re working to make this project as attractive as it

can be to physicians and providers who are looking to have

a presence in the Palm Bay medical and health–care

market. We think there is much long–term potential in

this particular area of the community to grow a practice.”

Fifth Avenue Art Gallery to host opening reception for new exhibit by Heather Kelley
The exhibit “Second Glance, Artwork by Heather Kelley” will open Sept 29 at the Fifth Avenue Art Gallery in

Melbourne. The Fifth Avenue Art Gallery will host a reception for Kelley from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 2.

Kelley studied art during an “artistic revolutionary period.” Her influences include “minimal, conceptual and modern

realism. The latter “creates a realism that the camera cannot see. That is, it is not photographic, but interprets the image

with a medium more capable of breaking the two–dimensional plane by emphasis, lighting, and paint application.”

She holds an art degree the University of Florida and did graduate work at Georgia State University in Atlanta.

Kelley resides in Melbourne Beach. The Fifth Avenue Art Gallery’s address is 1470 Highland Ave. The phone number is

259–8261, or visit http://www.fifthavenueartgallery.com.
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I am challenged everyday to do my very best in school, on the field, and in the community.
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Melbourne
Melbourne Central Catholic High School
Ascension Catholic School
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School

Palm Bay
St. Joseph Catholic School

Indialantic
Holy Name of  Jesus  Catholic School

Rockledge
St. Mary’s Catholic School

Merritt Island
Divine Mercy  Catholic Academy

Cocoa Beach
Our Saviour Catholic School

Titusville
St. Teresa Catholic School

BrevardCatholicSchools.org  l  Academic achievement. Faith formation. Moral leadership.
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Space Coast Credit Union relocates
Deltona branch; welcomes 70 new
members; $1.1 million in auto loans

Melbourne–based Space Coast Credit Union recently

celebrated the grand opening of its Enterprise Road

branch. The former Deltona branch, at 940 Deltona

Blvd., was relocated to this new, more convenient site

and opened for business June 29.

The Enterprise Road branch is at 2690 Enterprise

Road in Orange City, which is along a main errand route

for the area and is accessible to members who live and

work in Deltona, Debary, and Orange City.

SCCU hosted a weeklong celebration for the Enter-

prise Road office, including a ribbon–cutting and several

giveaways and special events. Current and prospective

members were invited to attend and SCCU is offering

special limited–time incentives that are available

through October.

The same “friendly staff” from the former Deltona

branch is now serving members at the new Enterprise

Road office. The branch is a full–service location, offering

members auto lending and home lending, checking

accounts, retirement services, safe–deposit boxes,

commercial and business lending, ATM, and drive–

through service.

Since the branch opened, SCCU has already wel-

comed 70 new memberships and has helped many

members get a new car by financing more than

$1.1 million in auto loans, said Kimberly Tyree,

SCCU’s director of retail services for Volusia and

Flagler counties.

“We are always watching out for our members’

financial interests and trying to save them both time

and money. We even go so far as to analyze traffic

patterns to ensure our branches continue to be in well–

traveled areas, where our members are already taking

care of their household errands. This branch relocation

is a result of that research and our insistence on being as

convenient as possible for our members,” she said.

SCCU’s extensive branch network spans Florida’s

East Coast from Flagler County to Miami–Dade County.

Anyone who lives or works in these areas is welcome to

join the credit union — either at a branch, online at

SCCU.com, or over the phone with “Express Sales.”

Members can apply for auto loans, home loans, and

checking accounts from anywhere and, in many cases,

even sign their account documents online with Express

Sign. In addition, SCCU’s online and mobile banking

and ATM network give members 24–7 access to their

accounts.

SCCU was chartered in 1951. It serves more than

300,000 members and has assets of over $3.4 billion.

SCCU locations can be found at SCCU.com/locations.

‘Aging Gracefully’ program at library
The Franklin T. DeGroodt Public Library in Palm

Bay will present “Aging Gracefully and Diet” at 2 p.m.

on Sunday, Sept. 20. The program is free of charge. The

library is at 6475 Minton Road, SW. Registered dietician

Yu Huei Chen will explain the connection between diet

and aging. For more information on this community

program, call the library at 952–6317.
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Regions is proud to serve  
those who serve America.

At Regions, we appreciate your service and 
understand the banking challenges that can come 
along with it. We’re here to meet your unique 
needs with products like LifeGreen® checking 
accounts and LifeGreen savings accounts. 
We’ll also help you achieve your financial goals 
with resources like My GreenGuide® and My 
GreenInsights. Ready to move your life forward?

© 2014 Regions Bank. All deposit accounts are subject to the terms 
and conditions of the Regions Deposit Agreement.

1.800.regions | regions.com/military

Follow us for helpful tips and information.
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Merrill & Rinaldi Chiropractic Center
Continued from page 11

of his contributions to the sport of judo. I had the honor to

say he was my sensei (a Japanese word that means

teacher) for decades,” he said.

Dr. Ashida, who died in 2005 at age 85, was an Olympic

coach at the 1976 Games in Montreal. He also served as a

referee at the 1984 Olympic Games and was an A–Level

kata judge. The U.S Judo Federation called him “one of the

most respected leaders in American judo.”

He was a former president of New York State Judo Inc.,

and a past chairman of the USA Judo Rank and Certifica-

tion Committee.

Born in Japan, he began studying judo at the age of 12

and continued his study through his military career with

the Japanese Imperial Army Air Force during World War

II. He was drafted into the Imperial Army Air Force.

Dr. Ashida moved to the U.S. in 1953 and went on to

earn his Ph.D. in experimental psychology from the

University of Nebraska, before eventually relocating to

Brockport, in upstate New York.

Dr. Merrill, who has competed in national judo

competitions over the years, said the sport “teaches you

who you are. It’s not about cockiness. The beauty is it

teaches you self–discipline. It teaches you depth percep-

tion. It helps embellish your self–esteem. It gives you

incredible character development. And, through regular

workouts, it keeps you in shape.”

Dr. Merrill started his career in education before he

became interested in chiropractic. “The two most influen-

tial people in my life, other than my parents, were both

educators. So I thought I would become an educator, too.”

But he said he soon found it challenging to make a

living on his teacher salary. One day he suffered a knee

injury and a friend recommended he see his chiropractor.

That visit to the chiropractor’s office influenced his decision

to change his career and become a care provider.

“It changed my career path,” said Dr. Merrill, who is a

graduate of Life Chiropractic College in greater Atlanta. “I

love what I do. My father was a medical–supply salesman,

so I grew up in the medical world. Chiropractors are, in

essence, alignment specialists. They make adjustments

that allow the natural capabilities of the body to heel

themselves.”

Doctors of chiropractic practice holistic health, a field

that is growing in America.

Chiropractic is the “largest, most regulated, and best

recognized” of the complementary and alternative medi-

cine, or CAM, professions, according to a study published

in the “Annals of Internal Medicine.” CAM patient surveys

show that chiropractors are used more often than any

other alternative provider group and patient satisfaction

with chiropractic is “very high.”

A study published this year in “Spine” says: Manual–

thrust manipulation provides greater short–term reduc-

tions in self–reported disability and pain compared with

usual medical care. Ninety–four percent of the manual–

thrust manipulation group achieved greater than 30

percent reduction in pain. This compares to only 69 percent

of usual medical–care patients who achieved greater than

30 percent reduction in pain.

Dr. Merrill treats a full range of musculoskeletal

injuries, including those of the knees, shoulders, and back.

Newton said, “My nephew twitched his back very badly

playing basketball. I went to see him the day after and he

could hardly get off the couch. This was Christmas Eve,

after 5 o’clock on a week night when practices in the area

were closing for the holidays.”

Newton continued, “I was concerned, so I called

Dr. Merrill at his office to check if he would be able to see

my nephew. This was around 6:30 and Dr. Merrill stayed

to evaluate and treat his injury. Later that evening, my

nephew walked out of Dr. Merrill’s office in much better

shape. This was his first visit to a chiropractor’s office.”

Dr. Merrill is a special instructor at Harbor City Dojo in

Melbourne, a studio owned by Newton and David Parritt.

Dr. Merrill has competed in sport judo and competitive

judo for many years.

Newton himself has earned black belts in two systems

of karate and judo. When he served in the U.S. Army,

Newton said he started learning aikido. Two of the most

popular martial arts originating in Japan are aikido and

jujitsu. Newton originally launched the martial arts

program at Pro–Health and Fitness in Melbourne more

than 15 years ago.

They both say the regular workouts at Harbor City Dojo

keep them in shape. “The stretching and flexibility

exercises are terrific and very beneficial, especially as you

get older,” said Dr. Merrill.
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ACCREDITATION OF AMBULANCE

SERVI CESAs the county’s exclusive provider of non-emergency 
ambulance services, Coastal Health Systems of 
Brevard makes important connections every day 

for the citizens of our community. Since 1988, its staff of 
trained professionals has safely transported thousands of 
patients to and from their healthcare providers, playing a key role 
in Brevard’s medical transportation system.

Coastal Health Systems is a truly unique partnership. Operating under 
the governance of a Board of Directors with members from all three 
Brevard hospital systems and the oversight of the Board of County 
Commissioners, Coastal is able to respond to the needs and vision of 
the county’s healthcare and emergency services professionals alike.

Coastal makes connections for life—for residents of Brevard, with 
its community partners. For information, call 321.633.7050 or visit 
www.coastalhealth.org.
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CoastalCoastal
Health Systems of BrevardHealth Systems of Brevard

Community partners include:

Coastal makes

Coastal
Health Systems of Brevard

As the county’s exclusive provider of non-emergency ambulance 
services, Coastal Health Systems of Brevard makes important con-
nections every day for the citizens of our community. Since 1988, its 
staff of trained professionals has safely transported thousands of 
patients to and from their healthcare providers, playing a key role in 
Brevard’s medical transportation system.

Coastal Health Systems is a truly unique partnership.Operating under the gover-
nance of a Board of Directors representing every non-profit hospital system serv-
ing Brevard and with the oversight of the Board of County Commissioners, 
Coastal is able to respond to the needs and vision of the county’s healthcare and 
emergency services professionals alike.

Coastal makes connections for life – for residents of Brevard, with its community 
partners. For information, call 321.633.7050 or visit www.coastalhealth.org.    .
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1380 N Courtenay Parkway  �  Merritt Island

www.fidelitybankofflorida.com

321-452-0011

NMLS 1006934

Commercial Lending

Commercial Real Estate Loans

Commercial Lines of Credit

Liquor License Loans

7(a) and 504 SBA Loans

Pamela Bratton  321-328-1421

We are proud to have

Pam Bratton,

Vice President Commercial  Lending,

join our team of experienced

and dedicated Commercial Lenders.

BIG
The UPS Store Melbourne 
Next to Running Zone
3682 N. Wickham Rd. B-1
(321) 428-4554

or small,
we ship it all.

888.830.1674
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Earn your degree in Business Administration

Go further
     with your future

with concentrations in: 

International Business • Finance • Management 
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Riverview Tower at Suntree
Continued from page 1

For a single project in a community, money is spent on

the preconstruction development phase, soft construction

costs, such as architectural and engineering services, and

site–development costs, including grading, paving,

landscaping, parking, and off–site improvements. It all

adds up to big dollars for local economies and job growth.

Over the last 18 years, the value added by the private

construction industry, as a percentage of real (inflation–

adjusted) national gross domestic product, declined from a

high of 6.1 percent in 1997 to a low of 3.6 percent in 2014,

according to a study by the Associated Builders and

Contractors Inc., a trade organization with chapters

nationwide, including locally.

Now, the multifaceted commercial real–estate develop-

ment industry is creating jobs at a pace it hasn’t seen in

years. There seems to be pent–up demand for new projects

in some areas of Brevard.

One of the hot spots in the county for commercial

development is the Suntree area. And one of the biggest

projects under construction in Suntree is being developed

by Robert Kodsi’s company.

Tricon Development is the developer and builder of the

new 80,000–square–foot, five–story Riverview Tower at

Suntree, a retail and office building on the corner of

Suntree Boulevard and U.S. Highway 1, where the daily

traffic count averages 49,000 vehicles.

Construction began about nine months ago on

Riverview Tower at Suntree.

“We’re looking good with this project, very positive,”

said Robert Kodsi, during an interview conducted in a

trailer at the construction site, on a day when rain drizzled

late in the afternoon. He said early on, construction crews

faced delays because of the daily rainstorms in the area.

“But things are moving along at a pretty good pace right

now,” he said. Robert Kodsi oversees the development

process for both commercial and multi–family projects for

his company, which has compiled a sizable portfolio of

projects in the region as a developer and builder.

Construction crews are pouring the slabs for the upper

floors at Riverview Tower at Suntree. “In five to six weeks,

we should have roof–level activity going on at the site.”

Tenant interest in the facility is “high” as the complex

rounds itself into shape. Riverview Tower at Suntree is

being marketed by Charine Lewis of JM Real Estate Inc.

in Melbourne. She is her firm’s director of sales and

leasing.

“This is the first new Class A office building in Brevard

since 2009, a major statement for the county,” said Lewis,

adding that her phone has been “ringing off the hook with

interest in the new building as people see this massive new

structure quickly going up at the traffic light at U.S. 1 and

Suntree Boulevard.”

Office space at the Riverview Tower at Suntree is being

marketed in a wide range of sizes. “We are seeing activity

from the local market for smaller spaces of 1,000 to 2,000

square feet, and 5,000 to 6,000 square feet — these seem to

be popular ranges. We do have negotiations in place for a

full–floor user, which involves some serious coordination of

timing. We are finalizing leases for some highly recogniz-

able businesses which we will be able to announce soon,”

she said.

in the local office market.

“We’re going to have 20–foot–high signage on U.S. 1

and roughly 15–foot–high signage on Suntree Boulevard.

I’m very pro–business. It’s important for me to give the

tenants as much visibility as possible with signage. I have

been a landlord for almost 20 years. The clients at

Riverview Tower at Suntree are going to have great

exposure.”

Some of the tenants on the first floor will have the

ability to put signage on both sides of the building, “which

is another key feature,” he added.

One of the main amenities of the building will be a

private indoor–parking garage. There will be about 100

enclosed spaces for select tenants. There will also be

parking spaces all the way around the building for tenants

and customers.

When Riverview Tower at Suntree is completed, it will

be added to Tricon Development’s expanding portfolio of

projects developed over more than three decades. The

company has completed dozens of luxurious oceanfront

condominiums along the Space Coast and the Treasure

Coast.

Maurice Kodsi was one of the first developers of upscale

oceanfront condominiums in Brevard County. Tricon

Development has built condominiums in Cape Canaveral,

Titusville, Cocoa Beach, Satellite Beach, Indialantic,

Indian Harbour Beach, Merritt Island, and in other

markets.

The company’s oceanfront developments include

Majestic Shores, Barrington Estates, Vizcaya, Sea Pearl,

Coral Seas, Bella Vista, Gardenia, Lantana, and Opal

Seas. And the portfolio continues to expand. “We just

finished Ocean Place in Indialantic,” said Robert Kodsi. “It

was a very successful project.” That development features

12 luxury units.

Robert Kodsi said Tricon Development plans to start

construction soon on the first phase of its newest project,

the Meridian Riverfront Condominium on South Harbor

City Boulevard near downtown Melbourne. Area Realtors

Kevin Hill of RE/MAX Alternative Realty and Nick

Farinella of Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate have

a sales trailer on site and are taking pre–construction

reservations.

This two–phase, 10–story development will feature 87

direct riverfront luxury residences situated in two towers.

The development will include amenities such as covered

parking, gated entry, and a heated swimming pool with a

deck overlooking the river.

“We have other development projects planned, too, for

the Brevard market,” said Robert Kodsi. “The Brevard

market is rebounding nicely and we are very optimistic

that the momentum will carry over into 2016.”

“We are talking to a wide range of businesses and

working to get the right mix of tenants. There’s a lot of

interest being expressed from various parties,” added

Lewis.

The full–service lease at Riverview Tower at Suntree

includes electric and janitorial services.

Leasing momentum is boosting construction demand

across multiple commercial–property sectors, including the

retail and office segments. “Our retail space is doing very

well. Demand has been stronger than I had anticipated,”

said Robert Kodsi, referring to retail client interest at

Riverview Tower at Suntree.

“I am excited to say there are river views from the first

floor retail space of the facility, which I wasn’t expecting,”

said Lewis, who donned her hard hat and recently toured

the site. She said the views of the river from the upper

floors are “amazing.”

Construction crews are busily working the project.

Robert Kodsi is at the site even on Sundays, “when it’s

quiet. I am excited about this project. It’s been years in the

making.” The structure has a presence in the area.

Robert Kodsi, who joined Tricon Development 20 years

ago after graduating from the University of Southern

California with his bachelor’s degree in real estate finance,

says his goal is to “have tenants begin moving in toward

the end of the first quarter of 2016. If everything stays on

track, I think it’s doable.”

Tricon Development, which has been based on Merritt

Island for the last 35 years, will be moving its office to

Riverview Tower at Suntree.

The Class A complex overlooks the Indian River. Class

A facilities contain “premium” space with a host of

amenities for their tenants.

“Because of its strategic location in the county, we are

pulling prospects from all over Brevard. The site is unique,

in that it’s fronted by four roads and sits on a high

elevation,” he said. The building features 220 feet of direct

riverview frontage per floor.

Situated on a 3.4–acre site, the complex will contain

12,000 square feet of retail space on the first level of the

building, and 68,000 square feet of office space on the four

upper floors.

The property sits 20 feet above the crown of the road,

“which will give tenants tremendous views of the river.”

Kodsi said he estimates that the first floor of the building

is eight feet higher than Suntree Boulevard and perhaps

22 feet higher than U.S. Highway 1. “So when you are on

the first floor, it feels like you are in a two–story building

because of the elevation.”

Riverview Tower at Suntree will showcase highly

visible signage. Robert Kodsi said his company is “spend-

ing a lot of money on signage for the property” to set it off

Situated on a 3.4–acre site, the complex will contain 12,000 square feet

of retail space on the first level of the building, and 68,000 square feet

of office space on the four upper floors.




