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BIMDA Medical Expo set; doctors positioned for Affordable Care Act
By Ken Datzman

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

The Brevard Indo–American Medical and Dental Association, a member–supported organization, will present its annual Medical Expo and Continuing Medical
Education Conference April 25 at the Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place. The committee members recently gathered for a planning session at Bonefish Grill on Merritt
Island. From left, the BIMDA executive committee members include: Glad Kurian, honorary executive director, with Morgan Stanley in Melbourne; Dr. Aravind
Kumar, president–elect; Dr. Shared Vyas, president; Dr. Ashok Shah, sponsorship chairman; and Dr. N. Rao Kopuri, finance chairman.

the newly insured population of patients
who have signed up for coverage.
“As an organization, we have about 176
members throughout the county and we’re
growing,” said Dr. Sharad Vyas, a practicing pediatrician who is the 2015 president
of the nonprofit Brevard Indo–American
Medical and Dental Association, or
BIMDA.
“Our members cover the spectrum of
medicine, especially primary care, so we
are well–represented in the local provider
market. We see BIMDA members playing
an important role in the years ahead,
caring for new patients as they enter the
system, many of them for the first time.”

BIMDA is preparing for its annual
Medical Expo and Continuing Medical
Education Conference set for Saturday,
April 25, at the Hilton Melbourne Rialto
Place.
The full–day event, designed for medical
and allied health–care professionals, will
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MERRITT ISLAND — An estimated 30
million Americans are expected to gain
health–insurance coverage, many of them
for the first time in years, as a result of the
government–mandated Affordable Care
Act, now in its second year of Open
Enrollment.
Area physicians say they already are
seeing newly insured patients come into
the local care system.
“I recently saw a patient who told me he
has not seen a physician in the last five
years, and he’s 62 years old. He’s now
enrolled with coverage because of the
Affordable Care Act,” said Dr. Aravind
Kumar, a local primary–care physician
who moved to Brevard County from New
York in 2007.
The uninsured rate has dropped 4.2
percent since the Affordable Care Act’s
requirements to have health insurance
went into effect one year ago, according to a
Gallup survey.
With millions of people transitioning
from uninsured to insured status, coupled
with America’s aging population, experts
say the U.S. health–care infrastructure will
be stretched and tested in the years ahead
like never before.
According to the Association of American Medical Colleges, the U.S. will face a
shortage of more than 130,000 physicians
in the next 10 years. The shortfall will be
equally distributed among primary–care
physicians, and medical specialists such as
general surgery, cardiology, and oncology.
There is some good news. The number
of students who enrolled in the nation’s
medical schools for the first time in 2014
reached a record high — totaling 20,343 —
reports the AAMC. The total number of
applicants to medical schools also rose by
3 percent, to a record 49,480.
The downside is that Congress has a
cap on the number of residency–training
positions it allows for aspiring physicians,
imposed under the Balanced Budget Act.
The cap has been in place for 17 years.
Meanwhile, a local medical organization
says its members, such as Dr. Kumar, are
positioned in Brevard County to deal with

include medical lectures and scientific
exhibits. There is no cost to attend the
CME program. A complimentary breakfast
and lunch will be served. For more details
about the Expo or to inquire about
Please see BIMDA, page 19
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Meridian Riverfront

Reserve Your Luxury Riverfront
Condominium Today!
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Luxury direct riverfront condominiums near historic downtown
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Melbourne area. North tower now open for reservations.
Preconstruction pricing starting at $339,900.

Kevin R. Hill - Realtor

321-308-2270  800-330-4241

RE/MAX Alternative Realty, Inc.

www.relocation-realestate.com  www.meridianontheriver.com
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Will the money you have saved last through
retirement? How will you know?
JAG Financial Services can help.
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CAN YOU AFFORD TO RETIRE?

Call 321-777-8482 for your appointment or
visit us at www.jagfs.com.
Securities and Advisory Services offered through Centaurus Financial, Inc. Member FINRA
and SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor. JAG Financial Services and Centaurus Financial,
Inc. are not affiliated. Supervisory Branch: 1602 Village Market Blvd SE, Suite 430, Leesburg,
VA 20175 (800) 699-0299
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Brenner Real Estate Group announces two lease renewals, including Fiesta Azteca in Melbourne
Brenner Real Estate Group, a full–service commercial
real–estate firm based in Fort Lauderdale with offices at
Imperial Plaza in Melbourne, has announced lease
renewals locally and in Palm Beach.
Carla Casey, the regional manager and property
manager for Brenner Real Estate Group in Brevard, and
Colette Wood, a commercial associate, handled the lease
renewal of Fiesta Azteca, a local Mexican restaurant in
operation for 20 years.
The restaurant has renewed its lease of 6,000 square
feet at 6767 N. Wickham Road in Melbourne, within the
Imperial Plaza campus. Casey and Wood represented the
landlord, Sterwick Development Corp.
Casey also was responsible for the lease renewal for
Classic Collections, a high–end consignment retailer of
clothing, jewelry and furs. The business has renewed its
lease of 915 square feet of retail space within Royal
Poinciana, 118 North County Road in Palm Beach. Casey
represented the landlord, Vesenaz Inc.

Brenner Real Estate Group provides asset solutions,
brokerage, development, investment sales, property
management, asset management, and receivership
services for office, multi–family, industrial/commercial,

and retail properties.
For more information about the company, go to
www.BREG.net or visit “Brenner Real Estate Group’s”
Facebook page. The local phone number is 242–4575.

Brevard Humane Society to host fund–raiser Feb. 22 as part of ‘Cocoa Village Mardi Gras’
The Brevard Humane Society is inviting area businesses and rescue groups to take part in its ninth annual “Mardi
Gras Paws in the Park” event, held in conjunction with the “Cocoa Village Mardi Gras,” from 12 to 3 p.m. on Sunday,
Feb. 22, at Riverfront Park in Historic Cocoa Village. Sponsorship opportunities for Mardi Gras Paws in the Park are for
individuals and businesses, beginning at $50 for the “Purple” sponsorship and up to $1,000 and above for the primary
sponsorship, “The Big Easy.” The cost for businesses to be a part of the vendor village at Mardi Gras Paws in the Park is
$50. Rescue groups may participate at “no charge” (pending space availability). Vendors and rescue groups must supply
their own tables, chairs, promotional materials, display racks and set–up staff. A unique organization in Brevard, the
Humane Society is a “no–kill–for–space” facility. The business is self–sustaining, receiving no support from tax dollars.
All of its funding comes through donations, adoption fees, product sales, fund–raisers and other–pet related services.
Sponsors of this event include the City of Cocoa, “Hometown News,” 98.5 FM The Beach, “Florida Today,” and the
Animal Specialty & Emergency Hospital. For more information about the event, contact the Brevard Humane Society at
636–3343 or visit www.BrevardHumaneSociety.com.
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Time to embrace the wacky language of ‘kidz’ and their communications tools
By Melody Bowdon
UCF Forum columnist
By trade, I am a professor of writing and rhetoric. In
layman’s terms, this makes me an English teacher. These
are deeply dreaded words for many people. When I identify
my profession to new acquaintances, I get a range of
responses: obviously, some people don’t find it that
interesting — it’s not like I’m an astronaut or plastic
surgeon, and everyone has known her or his fair share of
English teachers. Others, though, have very strong
reactions, letting me know that they hate English or have
never been “good at it.”
Such an exchange is usually followed by awkward
silence, when the person seems suddenly nervous to speak
in my presence for fear of making some kind of grammatical mistake. And though I’m sure, of course, that every
mechanic, psychologist, stylist, and mortgage broker also
has awkward chats about her or his line of work, in the
past couple of years I’ve noticed a new thread in these
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conversations.
In small talk, professional meetings, and the news, I
hear more and more about how the use of social media —
and, in particular, the habit of rapid–fire texting — is
damaging students’ ability to write and, perhaps even
more horrifically, corrupting rules about commas and
capitalization, the very bedrock of civilized society, and
yada yada. (Yes, this phrase is in The Merriam–Webster
Dictionary. Look it up.) Young people, the argument goes,
are less concerned than they should be about correct use of
language in general because the casual tone and the
shortening strategies needed to text and tweet are
undermining their communication abilities.
But (yes, I started a sentence with but) despite the fact
that a properly turned semicolon thrills me as much as the
next punctuation geek, I simply don’t believe that emerging and evolving applications of language, and their
attending changes in usage, are in fact a threat to the
planet. I believe that one of the most miraculous and
magical aspects of human language is its dynamic power
to change and grow based on the needs and goals of its
users, and I deeply appreciate that even humble and
technically incorrect uses of language can effectively
convey complex and powerful ideas.
This does not mean, of course, that I’m retiring my
figurative red pen or that I’ve tossed all the rules out the
window in my work as a teacher and a writer. And it does
not mean that I think it’s OK for any student to emerge
from a public education in the United States without the
benefit of a strong command of written and spoken
language, not only English but ideally one or more others
as well. English teacher and freelance writer salaries
notwithstanding, ours is a culture that values and rewards
effective communication, and we all rely on a world full of
documents as we make our way through everyday

professional and personal life. The people who create those
documents and apply their contents need to be skilled with
language.
But it makes me happy when my mother (who, like me,
hasn’t been a teenager in quite a while, who taught me
much of what I know about grammar and punctuation)
sends me a short “love u 2” text. And as much as I truly
fear being run over by a texting skateboarder on campus
(this is a real thing), I enjoy watching students stay
connected with their friends and classmates in a variety of
ways throughout their days, and I don’t care if their notes
to each other are grammatically correct.
I know, of course, that even as I write this column
English teachers across the land are struggling to shut
down Snapchats and keep their students focused on
reading Shakespeare and maybe learning a bit of old–
school e–mail etiquette, and I value those goals. What I
think matters more, though, is that we demonstrate as
individuals and as a culture that we value the ideas of
young people of all backgrounds and experiences, and that
we embrace and promote their skills of assessing varied
personal and professional situations and making language
choices that advance their personal goals and, ideally,
contribute to the communities in which they live.
To do this, we must support innovative and inclusive
public education and be open to ways in which the kids of
today will subvert and reappropriate emerging communication tools, and we have to accept that the occasional
modifier might get dangled in the process.
Melody Bowdon is executive director of UCF’s Karen
L. Smith Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning
and is a professor of writing and rhetoric. She can be
reached at Melody@UCF.edu.

Orlando EDC hires Porter as senior vice president; comes from Austin, Texas
The Orlando Economic Development Commission (EDC) recently announced that Dave Porter will be joining the
organization as senior vice president for business development.
Porter comes to Orlando after serving as the senior vice president of economic development for the Austin Chamber of
Commerce in Austin, Texas, where he led the “Opportunity Austin” initiative since its inception. He received numerous
accolades for his work over the years and became well known in his field nationwide.
“We are thrilled to have someone of the caliber of Dave Porter join our team,” said Rick Weddle, president and chief
executive officer of the Orlando EDC. “He has a proven track record of success throughout the years and has a great
network of existing relationships that will serve our region well.”
Porter has more than 30 years of executive management experience in economic development. In addition to his work
in Austin, he has directed programs for the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce, Kansas Department of Commerce,
North Carolina Global Transpark Authority and Wichita/Sedgwick County Partnership for Growth Inc. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from Wichita State University and is a graduate of the University of
Oklahoma’s Economic Development Institute. He has held his Certified Economic Developer status since 1994.
The Orlando EDC is a not–for–profit, private–public partnership that “attracts, retains and grows jobs in the region.”
The EDC serves Orange, Seminole, Lake and Osceola counties, and the City of Orlando. Since its start in 1977, the EDC,
with the support of its community partners, has assisted thousands of companies locate and expand in the four–county
Orlando region. For more information about the organization, visit www.OrlandoEDC.com.

Recreation advisory board to meet Feb. 18
A regular meeting of the Brevard County Parks and Recreation Central Area Parks Operations — District 2 Merritt
Island/Beaches Recreation Advisory Board — will be held at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 18, at Kiwanis Island Park in the
Karen Stallard–Rood Building, 951 Kiwanis Island Park Road on Merritt Island. The public is invited to attend the
meeting. For more information on this event, contact Denise Hayes at 633–1874.
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SpaceX CEO Elon Musk to keynote the fourth annual ISS conference set for Boston; registration underway
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER –The International
Space Station Research and Development Conference
(ISS R&D) recently announced that Elon Musk, the
chief executive officer and lead designer for Space
Exploration Technologies Corp. (SpaceX), has been
confirmed as a keynote speaker for its fourth annual
meeting July 7–9 at the Boston Marriott Copley
Square.
The ISS R&D Conference was created to connect
commercial and academic communities involved in
new innovations, breakthroughs, and discoveries
onboard humankind’s unique orbiting laboratory. This
event is held in coordination with the Center for the
Advancement of Science in Space (CASIS), the
American Astronautical Society (AAS), and NASA.
Through their role at SpaceX, Musk and his team
“are critical to the overall success and sustainability of
the ISS.” Along with Orbital Sciences, SpaceX has
been contracted by NASA to resupply the ISS through

its Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon spacecraft. This
conference will also feature renowned speakers,
including leading minds in microgravity research,
biomedical research, materials development, and
remote sensing.
CASIS and NASA leadership will also present new
opportunities that the ISS can bring to researchers
from a variety of scientific disciplines and backgrounds. Current ISS users from across a wide
spectrum of commercial and academic entities will
have the opportunity to present their findings at the
conference.
“We are thrilled to have Elon Musk as a keynote
speaker at this year’s ISS R&D Conference,” said
Brian Talbot, director of marketing and communications at CASIS. “Elon epitomizes the spirit of the
International Space Station as a driver for new
discovery and disruptive innovation. The growing ISS
user community will greatly benefit from this forum to

hear his unique perspectives on the ISS, space, and
innovation.”
Harley Thronson, the AAS general chairman of the
meeting, added, “In addition to this exciting opening to
our conference, we are planning three days of challenging and varied presentations that encompass the full
range of activities that the ISS is capable of supporting.”
With its rich history in life sciences, aerospace and
technology innovation, Boston serves as the “ideal
venue” for this year’s event.
During the conference, the winners will be named
for the “Galactic Grant Competition,” a partnership
announced in November 2014 by CASIS and the Mass
Life Sciences Center to provide Massachusetts–based
companies a unique opportunity to access the ISS U.S.
National Laboratory to conduct life–sciences research.
Registration for the conference is now open. Visit
www.ISSConference.org to learn more about the event.
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The Greater Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce, Melbourne Regional Chamber of East Central Florida, Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of
Commerce, Titusville Chamber of Commerce and United Way have come together to support Early Grade Reading and literacy in honor of
National Literacy Week, February 1 – 7, 2015.
Reading on grade level by third-grade is critically important. Children not reading on grade level by the end of their third-grade year are
four times more likely to drop out of school, and twenty times more likely to end up incarcerated! Why is third-grade reading so important? It is because from birth through third-grade, children are learning to read; after third-grade, children should be reading to learn.
Our children are our future…and our future workforce.
Please consider supporting this partnership by visiting www.uwbrevard.org and making a contribution and/or becoming a volunteer mentor.
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Zoo Oyster Restoration project reached new height in 2014, working with county, UCF and volunteers
This past year, local conservation leader Brevard Zoo
and partners Brevard County and the University of
Central Florida celebrated the “biggest accomplishments”
yet for their Oyster Gardening and Oyster Mats programs,
referred to collectively as “Brevard Oyster Restoration,”
thanks to help from community volunteers.
The Oyster Gardening program concluded its first year
of operation having successfully recruited more than 800
waterfront residents who dedicated about 135,000 hours to
growing oysters inside specially designed habitats
suspended from their docks. These volunteers also
collected data that determined the most successful areas of
the county for oysters.
In November, that data was used to select three sites
for Brevard County’s first oyster reef–restoration construction projects. By the end of the year, 15 reef sections were
completed at those sites, populated by the more than
60,000 live oysters grown through the Oyster Gardening
program. Those oysters will soon filter a combined

3 million gallons of water per day while providing wildlife
habitat and natural erosion prevention, too.
It’s been a big year for the Oyster Mats program, as
well. More than 6,000 volunteers contributed well over
10,000 hours to constructing about 4,300 oyster mats,
bringing the total number of volunteers who have participated in the program to date up to an impressive 41,128.
Five oyster reefs were restored this past year using
oyster mats produced through the program, and an
additional three reefs were repaired following boat
collisions, making for a total of 68 reefs and 2 acres

restored to date. According to Dr. Linda Walters, Pegasus
Professor of Biology at UCF, those restored reefs could
provide substrate for up to 6.9 million oysters.
Both oyster programs will also benefit from a new
oyster–shell recycling partnership between Brevard Zoo,
Brevard County, Waste Management, local seafood
processing plant Southeastern SeaProducts, and Anderson
Rentals Inc. The Oyster Mats and Oyster Gardening
programs have also both secured funding to expand into
2015 and beyond, “so look for more great things to come
this year.”

Annual Cape Canaveral Art Exhibition set
Cape Canaveral Leisure Services Department and the Central Brevard Art Association will host the 13th annual
Cape Canaveral Art Exhibition on Feb. 13, 14 and 15. Art will be displayed for resale at the Cape Canaveral Library,
201 Polk Ave. Hours for the show are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 12 to 4 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is
free. For more information about this community event, call 868–1226, visit www.CityOfCapeCanaveral.org or go to
www.Facebook.com/CityOfCapeCanaveral.
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LA Fitness opens 36,000–square–foot health club at Melbourne Square; features wide array of amenities
Washington Prime Glimcher recently announced that
LA Fitness has joined the diverse tenant lineup of retailers
at Melbourne Square.
“We are truly pleased to announce LA Fitness as the
latest addition to Melbourne Square,” said Elyse Berger,
director of marketing and business development at
Melbourne Square. “This new concept will certainly
complement the diverse mix of tenants at Melbourne
Square, as well as increase the frequency and duration of
our guests’ experience at the center.”
LA Fitness is an “active, engaged and positive community partner,” leading the way toward health, fitness and
well–being. The new 36,000–square–foot club is a state–
of–the–art facility with a wide range of amenities designed
to meet the needs of people of all ages, interests and fitness
goals, said Berger.
The club features cardio areas designed for comfort and
equipped with more than 70 exercise machines; an
aerobics studio for a variety of group–fitness classes; a

separate indoor–cycling studio; a wide assortment of free
weights and strength equipment; a full indoor–basketball
court; a three–lane, 25–yard indoor lap pool; and spacious
locker rooms with saunas, all included in the basic
membership.
Other amenities and services available for an additional charge are personal training, league play and “Kids–
Klub” babysitting. The club is located on the New Haven
Avenue side of the mall next to Dick’s Sporting Goods.

Founded in 1984, LA Fitness is one of the fastest–
growing sports club chains in the U.S., with more than 600
locations in 29 states and Canada. LA Fitness’ mission is
to help as many people as possible achieve the benefits of a
healthy lifestyle by creating a nationwide network of sports
clubs, “offering its members the widest range of amenities
and the friendliest service at an affordable price.”
Visit www.LAFitness.com to learn more about LA
Fitness.

Realtor Atwell of Prudential Sterling now in Relocation Directors Council
Realtor Caprice Atwell of Prudential Sterling Properties has been accepted into the Relocation Directors Council. The
announcement was made by Barbara Wall and Nancy Taylor, broker–owners of Prudential Sterling Properties based in
Indian Harbour. Atwell is director of relocation and referral services, as well as the office manager for Prudential Sterling
Properties’ beachside location. Members of the Relocation Directors Council are “recognized leaders in the relocation
industry and are known for their delivery of excellent, comprehensive service to their corporate clients, transferees, and
industry partners.” For more than 30 years, the Relocation Directors Council “has set the standard of excellence for real
estate relocation professionals.” To learn more about this organization, visit www.RelocationDirectorsCouncil.org.
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No job ever too big or too small for Fidelity Bank’s Sue Eastling–Chastain,
whose career has spanned decades, through acquisitions, rise of technology
By Ken Datzman
MERRITT ISLAND — Banking, like most U.S.
industries over the past three decades, has experienced
unprecedented change.
Rapid consolidation in the 1990s and the rise of
technology have reshaped retail banking, which continues
to evolve today after rebooting from the real–estate
downturn that began seven years ago.
But one longtime area banker says success in the field
is still built on an old–fashioned foundation, one that she
has embraced since 1976, when she landed her first job in
the industry.
“Having good communication skills and being respectful
to people are paramount to succeeding in this business, or
really any type of business,” said Sue Eastling–Chastain,
vice president and market executive for Fidelity Bank of
Florida.
“Keenly listening to the customer’s needs goes a long
way. It’s about them; it’s not about us. We have all of this
great technology, and it’s efficient, but it still comes down
to the personal approach in banking, that one–on–one
relationship.”
Chastain, who has watched her industry merge and
consolidate while on the job at various institutions, will
mark her 40th year in banking in 2016. She is one of the
region’s best–known bankers.
She has worked in basically every phase of the industry
at various institutions in Florida, including in the areas of
small–business lending, real–estate workouts, business
development, trust department, customer service, and
management. She even set up Fidelity’s residential
lending arm, which is a growth area for the community
bank.
She learned the business from the ground up. Some
experts say this type of hands–on training remains the
best learning model for banking.
Chastain said she appreciates technology, having
started her banking career during the era of “typewriters
with carbon paper” and “proof machines.”
Her first job was as a “proof–machine operator” for Boca
Raton National Bank. She operated a machine that
encoded and endorsed checks and deposits, for example,
and she performed a variety of clerical functions related to
check processing.
“This was before the days of document scanning. It was
a job where you absolutely had to pay attention to detail to
make sure everything balanced. If you were out of balance,
you had to go through the entire process again.”
She added, “When you are new in this position at a
bank, you are given your ‘initiation,’ so to speak. My
initiation was handling Florida Atlantic University’s
deposits, which were always stacked high. I also had that
same responsibility for the Publix Super Market account.
It was a great learning experience and introduction to
banking.”
From there, she moved to Orlando and worked in trust
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10
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Sue Eastling–Chastain is vice president and market executive for Fidelity Bank of Florida on Merritt Island. She started her banking career
in 1976 in South Florida and has worked in just about every phase of the industry with various institutions. Her experience includes small–
business lending, branch management, customer service, and real–estate workouts. She joined Fidelity Bank in 2011. Chastain set up
the bank’s residential mortgage department.

operations for Pan American Bank. It was the late 1970s.
Those were the days of bond coupon–clipping by hand.
Nowadays, most bonds are never touched by human
hands.
“Back then,” said Chastain, “all of the bonds, the actual
certificates, had to be clipped by hand. Today, there is
nothing to touch or hold in this aspect of the business. But
in those days of ‘paper’ banking, it was a manual job.
During January and July the workload of bonds to be cut

was enormous, because a lot of companies paid their bonds
every six months.”
Chastain later relocated to Brevard County and joined
the former American Bank of the South. Headquartered on
Merritt Island, it was founded by businessman Morris
Rowe. He grew it into 16 branches around Brevard.
Chastain held a range of positions there, including that

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information
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Winning author Rebekah Lyn to be presented with inaugural Patrick D. Smith
Literary Medal at Brevard Library Foundation event set for Feb. 28 in Cocoa
By Ken Datzman
COCOA — The Brevard Library Foundation’s first
winner of the Patrick D. Smith Literary Medal competition
has researched and written four books of sizable lengths
since 2011, and has two more novels planned this year.
The late Patrick D. Smith, a longtime resident of
Brevard, was the author of seven novels, including “A
Land Remembered,” an “Editors’ Choice” selection of “The
New York Times Book Review.” He produced other works
as well.
In 2002, Smith received the Florida Historical Society’s
Fay Schweim Award as the “Greatest Living Floridian.”
The award was established to honor the individual who
has contributed the most to Florida in recent history.
“He wrote extensively about Florida. Pat became a
prolific writer. We want to build this program that honors
him and promotes writers in Brevard County. Rebekah is
the first winner of this award, which we see growing in
stature,” said the Rev. Ned Kellar, executive director of the
Brevard Library Foundation, who was a personal friend of
Smith’s for many years.
Rebekah Lyn of Titusville authored the contest’s
winning entry, “Jessie.” The more than 300–page historical
fiction novel is set in North Brevard County during the
early days of the U.S. space program. “Jessie” was
published in July 2014, in celebration of the 45th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing.
“I started my research in October of 2012 and began
writing ‘Jessie’ in the spring of 2013. It covers the years
from 1960 to 1969, up until the moon landing (July 20) and
follows a family that was displaced from Merritt Island,”
she said. Her books typically weave faith, adventure, and
hope themes.
Jessie, the youngest of four Cole boys, becomes enamored with America’s plans for manned space flight and its
race to the moon, “stirring his own dreams of one day
becoming an astronaut. In a strange twist of fate, it is the
space program and the momentum it gains that abruptly
brings their beloved island life to an end. The family is
forced to move and start anew.”
“Jessie” has received strong reviews on Amazon.com.
Nearly every review is a top Five–Star write–up. Says one
reviewer: “I had to give ‘Jessie’ Five Stars, if for no other
reason than it is a great coming–of–age story. I loved the
story.”
Another reviewer writes: “A good book gives its readers
a full range of emotions. ‘Jessie’ is a good book! I laughed
and I cried. There was fear, bitterness, disappointment,
and bullying. There was also love, hope, forgiveness, and
pride.”
Lyn, a graduate of Jacksonville University with a
bachelor’s degree in public relations, will be presented with
a $1,500 cash award at the Brevard Library Foundation’s
“Author on the Lawn” public event from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 28, at Riverhouse, 219 Indian River Drive
in Cocoa.
FEBRUARY 16, 2015
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Titusville resident and author Rebekah Lyn is the first winner of the Patrick D. Smith Literary Award presented by the Brevard Library
Foundation. It honors the late writer who chronicled Florida in his novels. Lyn’s winning entry is ‘Jessie,’ a novel set in North Brevard
during the early years of the space program. The Rev. Ned Kellar is the executive director of the Foundation. He is set to retire from
the position after guiding the organization for 15 years.

Riverhouse is the headquarters for the Brevard Library
Foundation, the fund–raising arm of Brevard Public
Libraries. The $25 admission to Author on the Lawn
includes wine and hors d’oeuvres. Author on the Lawn is a
series the Brevard Library Foundation hosts on select
dates throughout the year. The program showcases the
work of various authors in the region. The proceeds from
these events go back into promoting the series.
The Patrick D. Smith Literary Award selection
committee was comprised of five judges from area colleges
and universities. The Brevard Library Foundation staff
“did not have any contact with the judges. We sent the

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

collected material, in a folder, to the judges. That was our
total involvement. It was strictly an identification process
by numbers,” said the Rev. Kellar.
There were more than 20 submissions for the competition, he added.
“We anticipate many more entries in the years ahead.
The submissions we received were obviously very good
ones. The judges pared the entries to the final five and
selected the winner. It was close across the board, with just
one or two points separating first from second.”
Please see Brevard Library Foundation, page 17
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 11
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Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy announces Baker as new cross–country coach at the private school
Scott Baker has accepted the position of head
cross–country coach and assistant track and field
coach at Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy in
Melbourne.
Baker has more than 28 years experience coaching
a variety of sports. The schools where he has coached
cross country or track and field include Oviedo High
School, Kennedy Middle School, and most recently,
West Shore Junior–Senior High School. In his 2014
season at West Shore, the team advanced from last in
the district to second place. For that year, they were
the “most improved” team in the state for Division 2A.
Baker is a graduate of the University of Central
Florida, where he earned a bachelor’s degree physical
education. A Brevard County native, he is a graduate
of Titusville High School, where he ran cross country
and track under the direction of Dr. Randy Wilber, the
then senior exercise physiologist for the U.S. Olympic
Team.

“It is every coach’s dream to work with a group of
athletes who exhibit a high level of commitment and
good habits. There are many components to being a
successful runner, and I look forward to teaching these
athletes how to improve themselves,” said Baker.
Zola Budd, a friend of Baker’s, recommended him
to Holy Trinity. Budd is a two–time world record
holder in the women’s 5,000 meters, an Olympic
athlete, and a two–time winner at the World Cross
Country Championships.
“He always puts the athlete first and believes you
have to have a love of running and not of ‘winning’ to
be a great athlete,” said Budd.
During the last two years, the Florida High School
Athletic Association has ranked Holy Trinity’s overall
athletic department among the top 10 in the state,
when compared to similar–size schools. Recently, the
FHSAA awarded Holy Trinity “Athletic Program of
the Year.” Its student athletes rank third in the
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Overall Academic Team Champions for Class 3A
throughout Florida. The cross–country team is the
current state champion.
“Coach Baker brings a great deal of knowledge and
energy to the cross–country program,” said Scott
Crockett, Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy’s athletic
director. “After meeting with him on multiple occasions, it became obvious that he is a great fit for Holy
Trinity. He has tremendous resources and his approach to coaching the runners makes him a great
asset. I am excited he accepted the challenge.”
Founded in 1957, Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy
“was built on a tradition of strong academic and
spiritual programs that focus on developing the whole
child.” Holy Trinity is fully accredited and is a recognized leader in Brevard education for students from
prekindergarten through grade 12.
More information about the institution is available
at www.HTAcademy.org.
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June Scobee Rodgers is recipient of Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award; to be presented April 13
COLORADO SPRINGS — The opening ceremony of
the Space Foundation’s 31st Space Symposium will begin
with the presentation of its highest education award to one
of the nation’s most notable educators.
June Scobee Rodgers, founding chairman for the
Challenger Center for Space Science Education, has been
selected by the Astronauts Memorial Foundation, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the
Space Foundation as recipient of the 2015 Alan Shepard
Technology in Education Award. The award is given
annually in recognition of creative and innovative use of
technology by K–12 educators, or district–level education
personnel.
The award will be presented to Rodgers during the
opening ceremony on April 13 at The Broadmoor in
Colorado Springs. The ceremony is co–sponsored by
Northrop Grumman, and the award presentation will be
followed with a by–invitation reception co–hosted by the
Astronauts Memorial Foundation.

The Space Symposium is the annual gathering of all
sectors of the global space community, to be held April
13–16 at The Broadmoor, and includes programs for select
educators and students. To view the agenda and to register
for the event, visit www.spacesymposium.org.
Rodgers has taught every grade–level from kindergarten through college. She has appeared on numerous
national television programs promoting innovative
educational partnerships, and has served on the
President’s National Advisory Council on Education.
Each year more than 500,000 students participate in
programs at the nearly 50 Challenger Learning Centers

located throughout the U.S., Canada, the United Kingdom
and South Korea.
Rodgers holds a doctorate degree from Texas A&M
University, and a master’s from Chapman College, both in
curriculum and instruction. She also attended San Antonio
Community College, Charleston Southern University and
received an Honorary Doctor of Science Degree from the
University of Leicester, United Kingdom.
Rodgers is the widow of Francis Richard “Dick” Scobee,
who was killed commanding the Space Shuttle Challenger
on Jan. 28, 1986, after booster failure during launch of the
STS–51–L mission.

Golf tournament March 7 supports 4–H Program
The UF/Brevard County Extension Service will host a “Green–on–the–Green Golf Tournament” March 7 in support of
the Brevard County 4–H Program. Players will be swinging to support youth. This year’s tournament is at a new location,
has a new name and lower fees. Players will be putting at Duran Golf Club in Viera, and fees have been reduced to $100
per person. Duran Golf Club will also be handling registration. To register for the event, visit www.DuranGolf.com.
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FirstWave Financial’s WealthCoach team
expands with industry specialist Ryan Lees
SATELLITE BEACH — FirstWave Financial has
announced the addition of Ryan Lees to its WealthCoach
team. In his role as an Associate WealthCoach, Lees will
conduct client reviews and meetings, research, and follow–
up on a variety of subjects that are of interest or concern to
the firm’s clients.
“We are very excited and fortunate to have Ryan join
our team at FirstWave Financial,” said Tom Kirk,
FirstWave Financial’s president and founder. “He brings
with him excellent experience in finance and retirement
planning, which will ultimately benefit our clients.”
Before joining FirstWave Financial, Lees was a
financial advisor at the Whittaker Cooper Financial Group
of Raymond James Financial Inc. in Melbourne. Prior to
that position, he was vice president, chief financial officer
and general securities principal with Full Circle Financial
Group LLC.
Lees earned his bachelor’s degree in finance from Fort
Lewis College School of Business and an MBA from
Florida Institute of Technology. He holds the Chartered
Retirement Plans Specialist designation, as well as having
a Florida Insurance License (2–15).
FirstWave Financial is an independent wealth management, estate planning and asset protection firm based in
Satellite Beach. Founded by “visionary” WealthCoach Kirk
in 1995, FirstWave Financial offers its clients “what many
other wealth–management institutions overlook: a
philosophy to minimize the complexities and anxieties of
investing, retirement, asset protection and estate planning,
and replace it with peace of mind.”

Annual Space Coast Beer Festival Feb. 21
to benefit nonprofit organization SCEIC
The Broken Barrel Tavern in Palm Bay and Whittaker
Cooper Financial Group in Melbourne have teamed up to
present the fifth annual “Space Coast Craft Beer Festival,”
set for Saturday, Feb. 21, at Space Coast Harley Davidson,
1440 Sportsman Lane in Palm Bay.
This year’s event will feature more than 150 different
craft beers from some 70 breweries, of which more than
one–third are Florida–based.
A limited number of VIP tickets are available for $75.
VIP ticket holders will have the opportunity to enter a
special tent showcasing some of the “world’s rarest and
most unique beers,” pulled directly from The Broken
Barrel Tavern’s cellar, complimentary food, entry into the
festival one hour early, and front–of–the–line privileges
throughout the event.
General admission is $30 in advance ($40 at the door).
General admission guests will be joining the fun at 2 p.m.
and will be able to sample the beers from each of the
vendors until the festival concludes at 5 p.m. Shuttle
service will be provided to and from the event site from
The Broken Barrel Tavern. Event tickets can be purchased
by visiting SpaceCoastCraftBeerFestival.com or The
Broken Barrel Tavern, 4700 Babcock St. in Palm Bay.
As in years past, all the proceeds from this event will
benefit Space Coast Early Intervention Center in
Melbourne.
FEBRUARY 16, 2015
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Fidelity Bank of Florida
Continued from page 10
of Individual Retirement Account administrator. “We had
the largest share of IRA accounts in Brevard County at the
time.”
She also led teller training, worked in management,
was a real–estate project manager, and eventually oversaw
the operations for the 16 branches.
In the mid–1990s, Chastain worked in business
development for First United Bank, which was acquired by
Wachovia. She was a small–business lender at Wachovia.
“I greatly enjoyed small–business lending and that is
one of the reasons I’m working for a community bank
today,” said Chastain, who worked for Coastal Bank from
2004 to 2011, which became Florida Community Bank.
She came aboard Fidelity Bank in October 2011.
Fidelity Bank, which also has a branch in Longwood, is
celebrating its 25th anniversary.
“We’ve changed with the times. We now offer a full
range of services, including mobile banking, debit cards, a
credit card, and ‘remote deposit capture,’ which is especially popular with businessowners.”
Remote deposit capture has been called “the most
important development the U.S. banking industry has
seen in years,” according to the Federal Reserve.
In its simplest terms, remote deposit capture is a
service that allows a user to scan checks and transmit the
scanned images to a bank for posting and clearing,
creating a “digital deposit.”
The basic requirements for this service currently
include a personal computer, an Internet connection, a

check scanner, and a service provider such as Fidelity
Bank.
Chastain said Fidelity Bank recently completed a
“computer conversion, upgrading our entire system.”
On the commercial lending side of the bank, “volume is
picking up. We are actively lending.”
Chastain says Fidelity Bank is reaching out to
businessowners. “We are pursuing new businesses and we
are working hard to reach new customers in the region as
we grow. This is an exciting time for Fidelity Bank. We
have been here for 25 years.”
Over those 25 years, the banking industry has seen
more women enter the field. Many have moved up into
leadership positions with banks of all sizes, much like
Chastain has in her career.

The third “Women in Leadership Conference” will be
held May 7–8 at the Florida Hotel and Conference Center
in Orlando.
The Florida Bankers Association sponsors this annual
conference devoted to the professional development of
women, with the goal of having them go on to hold
leadership positions in the industry.
Successful women managers and leaders from Florida’s
financial institutions and affiliated professional groups will
share their expertise, experience, and knowledge about
banking and how their career paths evolved.
“There are a lot of opportunities for women in banking,
especially for those who have a good understanding of the
different operations of the industry. I have enjoyed it all.
My career has been very fulfilling,” said Chastain.

Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber opens new Viera office at Town Center Avenue
The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce has opened its new Viera office at 2290 Town Center Ave., Suite
107, in The Avenue Viera, next to Panera Bread. “We’re thrilled to have this office to support our partners and events in
the Viera area,” said Linda Webster, the chief executive officer of the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber. “It allows us to
have a more visible presence for our existing partners and for the rest of the business community.”
The office is open seven days a week and will serve as an information center for visitors and potential Chamber
members. The office will also be a place where Cocoa Beach Chamber partners can schedule their meetings.
“We will be working with The Avenue Viera on hosting events at our new location, too,” said Webster.
With the opening in Viera, the Cocoa Beach Chamber now has four locations. Their main office is at 400 Fortenberry
Road on Merritt Island. Their Convention and Visitors Bureau Tourist (CVB) Information Office is at 8501 Astronaut
Blvd. in Cape Canaveral, and it has a CVB information kiosk in the Exploration Tower in Port Canaveral. For more
information about the organization, call 459–2200.
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MCC’s ‘Green & Gold Gala’ scheduled
for March 7; to be catered by The Tulip
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Melbourne Central Catholic will host its annual
dinner–auction fund–raiser on Saturday March 7, on the
school’s campus.
“Green & Gold Gala” guests will enjoy cocktails,
appetizers and dinner catered by The Tulip in Cocoa
Village. More than 200 auction items will be available for
bidding in a silent auction. Merchandise includes travel
and restaurant gift certificates, jewelry, home décor and
fine wines.
A live auction will take place after dessert and will
feature 10 unique gift packages, including a week’s stay in
Hawks Cay Resort, a guided bass–fishing experience, a
cruise for two and more.
A “new, exciting perk” has been added to the sponsor
packages. Table sponsors will have the chance to decide
which MCC projects that $25,000 of the proceeds will be
directed toward. At the end of the evening, four table
sponsor names will be drawn from a barrel. The selected
name will get to choose from a list of eight MCC projects —
ranging from band equipment, to athletic uniforms, to
classroom technology and more — to direct funds toward.
“We hope that this addition will add excitement to the
evening,” said Tracy Steele, event coordinator. “The
opportunity for parents and supporters to have a say in
how the school spends the night’s proceeds is unique and
has already gained a lot of attention from our supporters.”
MCC, founded in 1961, is a U.S. Department of
Education “Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.” It is
operated by the Diocese of Orlando and supported by the
14 Catholic parishes in Brevard and is accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
Tickets and sponsorship opportunities for the Green &
Gold Gala are available by calling 727–0793.

‘Taste of Titusville Food Extravaganza’
scheduled March 10 at Searstown Mall
The Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce will host the
“Taste of Titusville Food Extravaganza and Business
Expo” from 5 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10, at
Searstown Mall in Titusville. The event will feature live
music and a variety of food prepared by local restaurants.
There also will be business vendors offering coupons and
desserts and cups of beer or wine. Tickets are available at
the Chamber for $16 (including tax), and will cost $22
(including tax) on the day of event.
To download a vendor–application form, visit
www.Titusville.org and bring up the “Community Calendar’ for March 10.
This year’s sponsors include the Titusville Area
Chamber of Commerce, Searstown Mall, Sand Point
Senior Living, Community Credit Union, Heart Care
Centers of Florida, Benton House of Titusville, Comfort
Keepers, Hospice of St. Francis, VietRiver Restaurant,
Vista Manor, Health Trust, Franklin Special Event
Productions, AT & T, Savings Safari, Bright House
Business Solutions, Vitas, Portable Air and Southern
Heritage Construction Corp.
Additional information about this event may be
obtained by contacting Pat Stevenson at 267–3036.
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Brevard Library Foundation
Continued from page 11
In no particular order, the five finalists are: “Retrieval,”
by J.P. Osterman; “Primal Urges,” by Pam Harbaugh;
“Gamblers and Fancy Women,” by C.S. Richardson; “This
Fragile Hope,” by Jennifer Howell; and “Jessie,” by
Rebekah Lyn.
Lyn said she learned of the Patrick D. Smith Literary
competition from a friend who is involved in literacy work
in the county. “Patrick was a great Florida writer and I
thought this book (‘Jessie’) was a good fit for the contest.
It’s a Florida story.”
She published her first novel, “Summer Storm,” in
2011. It was her debut book in the contemporary, inspirational Seasons of Faith Series. “Summer Storm” is set in
Orlando during the hurricanes of 2004. “I felt that was a
pretty interesting time for all of us in Florida,” she said.
The “Gang of Four” — hurricanes Charley, Frances,
Jeanne, and Ivan — hammered the state, destroying
coastal property in a big way.
“Summer Storm” centers on five young professionals in
Orlando and how the hurricanes impacted their individual
lives. “There are some inspirational threads how people
can deal with grief, overcoming loss through faith,” said
Lyn.
Her second book in the Seasons of Faith Series is
“Winter’s End,” which was followed by “Julianne.” Lyn’s
books are for sale at Amazon.com and
BarnesandNoble.com. Her website is
www.RebekahLynBooks.com.
“I’m hoping to have two new books out this year. I am
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working on a spring book and a Christmas book. And I will
have a follow–up to ‘Jessie,’ perhaps in the fall of 2016. I
love writing and creating stories. I can do a first draft now
in about three or four weeks.”
Lyn’s books are self–published (Real Life Books &
Media). “I have a great team. I have a wonderful editor I
work with in the United Kingdom. My cover designer is
fantastic, too. I couldn’t have as beautiful a book without
her. I have created my own little publishing house. I work
with Amazon. They have great customer service. The
relationship with Amazon has worked really well.”
When the Rev. Kellar hands Lyn the check as the
winner of the Patrick D. Smith contest at the Author on
the Lawn program, it will be his final presentation as
executive director of the Brevard Library Foundation. He
is retiring Feb. 28, after 15 years in the position. “This is

my third retirement in life.”
He has worked full careers in the mental–health field
and in ministry. The Rev. Kellar holds a master’s degree in
divinity from Emory University in Atlanta.
The Rev. Kellar worked for Circles of Care for 28 years
in Brevard County. After retiring from that organization,
he was soon approached about starting a new fund–raising
entity for the Brevard County Public Libraries.
Under his leadership, the Brevard Library Foundation
has grown and thrived, and recently moved into its new
office on Indian River Drive. The Foundation is currently
interviewing candidates for the top position.
“I have greatly enjoyed my years with the Foundation
and the work we did in the community,” he said. “I think
we have made an impact, and the mission will go on under
someone new, and much younger.”

King Center set to host ‘One Night of Queen’ with Gary Mullen and ‘The Works’
The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in Melbourne will present the concert “One Night of Queen,” by
Gary Mullen and his band, “The Works,” at 7 p.m. on Sunday, March 22.
In 2000, Mullen won ITV’s live grand finale of “Stars in Their Eyes,” with the largest number of votes in the show’s
history. The record of 864,838 votes was more than twice that of the runner–up.
Mullen began touring on his own and in 2002 formed “The Works” to pay tribute to rock legend Queen. Since May
2002, they have performed throughout the United Kingdom, the U.S., Europe, South Africa and New Zealand, to sell–out
audiences. “One Night of Queen” is a “spectacular live concert,” recreating the look, sound, pomp and showmanship of
“arguably the greatest rock band of all time.”
Single tickets, which start at $22 (including fees), may be purchased by visiting KingCenter.com or by calling the
ticket office at 242–2219.
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Brevard Indo–American Medical and Dental Association
Continued from page 1
sponsorships for the event, visit www.BIMDA.com.
A physician work–force shortage loomed even before
the passage of health–care reform, according to an analysis
by AAMC, driven in part by the many doctors who are
nearing retirement age. Now, with the new enrollees
heading to physician offices for examinations, checkups,
and care in general, the most popular place in town might
be your local doctor’s office.
“It’s going to require more resources to accommodate
them, which is going to be a challenge for Brevard County,”
said Dr. Kumar, BIMDA’s 2016 president–elect.
“But I believe BIMDA, as an organization, can provide
a platform for the vendors, the companies, and the
hospitals, in a formal and informal way, helping coordinate
care for the patients who are being enrolled through the
Affordable Care Act. The new patient load is going to have
a huge impact on the system in general.”
BIMDA members have been at the forefront of care in
the county for more than 15 years, with a sharp focus on
helping the needy and uninsured.
“BIMDA has been very involved with the improvement
of health care in Brevard over the years, especially
working with individuals and families who financially
cannot afford health insurance,” said Dr. Mukesk
Aggarwal, a Merritt Island ophthalmologist and longtime
member of BIMDA.
“In the last six or seven years, because of the downturn
in the economy, BIMDA members have reached out to a lot
of people who did not have health insurance. We have been
able to help, fortunately, a good number of uninsured
residents in this county. We’re proud of that. BIMDA has
also donated money to local charities, as well as to regional
and international charities. It’s a wonderful organization.”
Dr. Aggarwal, a past president of BIMDA, has practiced
ophthalmology in the county for 34 years. He said the
Affordable Care Act is a “game–changer.”
According to a new report released by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, nationwide, 9.5
million consumers selected or were automatically re–
enrolled in “quality, affordable health–insurance coverage”
from the Health Insurance Marketplace through the
second month of the 2015 Open Enrollment period.
Of those, 7.1 million were in states using the
HealthCare.gov platform and 2.4 million were in the 14
states, including Washington, D.C., using their own
Marketplace platforms. The states of Florida (nearly 1.3
million) and California (1.2 million) have had the highest
plan selections to date.
As the Feb. 15 deadline approaches for Open Enrollment, HHS encourages eligible consumers to sign up for
Marketplace coverage. Most will be eligible for financial
assistance to lower the cost of monthly premiums, says
HHS.
BIMDA, which started as a small group of area doctors
who gathered socially, has evolved to where it now hosts
two events annually for the physician and health–care
community as well as businesses aligned with the care
industry.
“I have seen BIMDA grow from a ‘mom–and–pop’
organization to a level where it has now become a symbol
of excellence in the community,” said Dr. Ashok Shah, who
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has practiced cardiology in Titusville for the last 22 years
and whose involvement with BIMDA goes back about 17
years.
“The programs we host for the hospital executives, the
pharmaceutical companies, and all the players in the
health–care industry are of quality. And the quality of our
continuing medical education offerings at the Expo goes up
and up, year after year, to where the practicing physician
can pick and choose his or her CMEs, which is important
to them.”
BIMDA’s last CME program attracted 120 professionals, Dr. Shah added. “For an organization of our size, that
is a great achievement.”
Dr. N. Rao Kopuri, an orthodontist who was the first
dentist to serve as president of BIMDA, in 2013, said the
CME part of the Medical Expo “typically attracts people
from Daytona Beach to Fort Lauderdale. I think that
shows how this event has grown through the years.”
Dr. Kopuri has practiced orthodontics for nearly 30
years and has been involved in BIMDA “since day one.
BIMDA tries to make a difference through its volunteer
work and its support of charities in the community. In
2012, BIMDA was honored with a Volunteer Recognition
Award from ‘Florida Today’ as the ‘Organization of the
Year.’ We were very proud to have received that award,” he
said.
Member–supported BIMDA rotates its president. “It’s
truly a democratic way of functioning, with input from all
of the members,” said Dr. Shah, who is the sponsorship
chairman for BIMDA’s 2015 Medical Expo and CME
Conference.
“Every year, we have new talent coming into the
organization and we groom that new talent for leadership
positions, while the existing doctors stay onboard. BIMDA
is not only for Indian doctors but also for doctors of all
origin. I’m proud to be a member of BIMDA and I am
proud to be supporting it.”
Of the 176 BIMDA members, 170 are Life Members,
said Dr. Vyas, in an interview conducted at Bonefish Grill
on Merritt Island, where BIMDA held a recent meeting of
the Medical Expo and CME Conference committee. “With
that many Life Members, I think it says a lot about the
value BIMDA provides its members.”
Dr. Subhash Rege was the first Life Member of
BIMDA and played a role organizing BIMDA, along with
Dr. Mahesh Soni and Glad Kurian. The honorary executive
director, Kurian, has worked to raise the organization’s
visibility throughout the state and beyond.
“We started in a very humble way,” said Kurian, who is
a vice president with Morgan Stanley in Melbourne, “and
have become a fairly sophisticated organization with
outstanding marketing, good outreach within the community, and a very diverse audience in the medical community. We are a professional organization with a professional audience.”
The audience BIMDA serves includes licensed physicians and dentists, the hospital systems, various medical
groups, and affiliated businesses.
“BIMDA brings all of these different entities under one
umbrella,” said Dr. Abdul Karim, a practicing cardiologist
who has been a member of BIMDA since its inception. “As
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an organization, we work to enhance and better serve the
community. And one way we do that is through community partnerships.”
BIMDA has made strategic partnerships over the years
with educational institutions such as the University of
Central Florida College of Medicine, the University of
Florida Department of Robotics, the American Black
Cardiology Group, Florida Tech, and the division of
cardiology at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York
City and Mount Sinai Heart Institute in Miami Beach.
“We value our relationships with these universities and
groups, and we look forward to working with them. We
want to bring value to all of our current and future
members of the medical community. These partnerships
have really enriched us. We have been able to broaden our
horizon as we serve our audience,” said Kurian.
He added, “We support the pursuit and excellence of
science as it relates to applications in medicine, and that
includes the STEM topics (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics). We also work with the Brevard
Schools Foundation to host select students annually at our
conference, giving them exposure before they embark on a
medical–related career.”
BIMDA is affiliated with the American Association of
Physicians of Indian Origin. AAPI is the largest ethnic
medical organization in the U.S., representing the
interests of more than 65,000 physicians and about 35,000
medical students/residents of Indian heritage.
The 2015 president of AAPI is Dr. Ravi Jahagirdar, a
practicing urologist in Central Florida. The AAPI’s annual
convention will be hosted on Sunday, June 21, at the
Renaissance at SeaWorld in Orlando.
“Orlando will have the unique distinction of hosting this
annual convention four times, more times than any other
city. The leadership from BIMDA has happily participated
in each event. I have worked with BIMDA for years and
years. We have shared meetings with each other. I feel
perfectly at home in Brevard County,” said Dr. Jahagirdar,
who attended the BIMDA meeting at Bonefish Grill.
He took the oath as the new president in June 2014 at
the 32nd AAPI convention in San Antonio, Texas. In his
speech, Dr. Jahagirdar said his vision for AAPI will focus
on five main areas: education, community/charitable
service, member–support programs, mentorship and the
mantle, and legislative action.
Dr. Jahagirdar rose through the ranks of AAPI, after
being a member and working in just about every phase of
the organization for the past 15 years. His colleagues say
he is “a leader with deep commitment” to AAPI.
Dr. Aravind Pillai, who has practiced medicine in
Florida since 1992 and is an AAPI Board of Trustee
member, also attended the meeting at Bonefish Grill,
talking to BIMDA members and encouraging them to
attend the national convention.
“We know that BIMDA is a very influential organization in this part of the state,” said Dr. Pillai. “So we would
like to see all of the BIMDA members come to the convention in Orlando and enjoy the day’s activities.”
Dr. Vyas will lead the local delegation. “BIMDA has a
bright future. We are excited about the national AAPI
convention in Orlando.”
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