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Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral
Home roots go back over
century; spans generations
By Ken Datzman

Please see Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home and Crematory, page 19

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home roots go back to the late 1890s in Melbourne. The Brownlie and Maxwell families have
owned the business for many years. Today, it is the largest volume single funeral home in East Central Florida. The owners
are businessmen Michael Brownlie, right, and Greg Maxwell, center, who are licensed funeral directors. They have owned
the enterprise for the last 40–plus years. They say the key to their long–running success has been ‘having the trust of the
community.’ Family member Ryan Brownlie, left, is a licensed funeral director.
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To be in business and sustain operations in any field for the last 50
years in Brevard County is considered remarkable. This stretch of time
includes the years of the recent Great Recession, which contributed to
a flurry of business bankruptcies. The 50–years–in–business club
would surely be small in number for this region.
Then there are businesses in the county that have served customers, without interruption, for 100 years or more and are still going
strong. Of the century–club members, the pickings are slim.
There are perhaps only handful of them in the area, one of which is
Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home and Crematory in Melbourne. It has
survived many recessions, two world wars, and the Great Depression,
while beating the succession odds against handing down family
enterprises from one generation to the next successfully.
Only 32 percent of family businesses are passed down to the second
generation, and a mere 12 percent are still controlled by the founding
family by the third generation.
The families involved with the Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home
helped pioneer “undertaking” in this region and beyond. “The business
has roots that go back to 1894,” said funeral director Michael Brownlie,
who owns Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home at 1010 Palmetto Ave.
with longtime business partner and funeral director Greg Maxwell, his
cousin.
In the days of the Old West when Wyatt Earp and Buffalo Bill
roamed, “burials were a ‘Boot Hill’ thing. Fraternal organizations such
as the Masons took care of the household. They laid the person out in
his or her own bed, built their coffin, dug their grave, and held their
wake. The whole community shut down and went to the gathering.
Our communities are too big to do that nowadays,” said Brownlie.
The funeral home Brownlie and Maxwell run today started in
conjunction with a hardware store on New Haven Avenue in downtown Melbourne, in a building that now houses the upstart Hell ‘n
Blazes Brewing Co., and years ago the Christmas Cottage. The
funeral–home venture was started in the late 1890s by Frank Fee, a
citrus businessman who is believed to have coined the phrase “Indian
River Fruit.”
“When Mr. Fee retired, our grandfather, V.C. Brownlie, who came
to Brevard from Kentucky, took over the business,” said Maxwell. “He
ran it until our fathers got back from World War II, and then they took
it over. We bought it from them in 1973.”
In 1915, Vernor Conger Brownlie and his wife “Bobby” relocated to
Melbourne from eastern Kentucky and took over the operation,
eventually moving the business to its present location in 1934. Conger
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UCF is awarded NEA grant; ‘The Big Read’ program to focus on Zora Neale Hurston
By Gene Kruckemyer
UCF News & Information
ORLANDO — University of Central Florida’s College of
Arts & Humanities has been awarded one of 75 grants
from the National Endowment for the Arts to participate
in “The Big Read,” a nationwide program created to
revitalize the role of literature in American culture and
encourage reading for pleasure and enlightenment.
Grant recipients around the country pick their own
books to feature. To celebrate the 125th anniversary of
author Zora Neale Hurston’s birth, beginning in January
the college will partner with the Seminole County Public
Library to host six weeks of events focusing on her book
“Their Eyes Were Watching God.” Events will include an
art exhibit, lectures, film screenings, theatrical performances and other programs.
Keri Watson, an assistant professor in the School of
Visual Arts & Design, wrote the NEA matching grant for a
total of $30,000 to support the project. “Because of our
location and the anniversary, it’s a good tie–in for the
community,” said Watson.
Hurston was born in 1891 in Notasulga, Ala., but her
family moved to Eatonville when she was a child. She later
lived a brief time in Sanford, where she wrote her first
book, “Jonah’s Gourd Vine,” published in 1934.
Of her four novels and more than 50 short stories, plays
and essays, her best known work was the 1937 “Their Eyes
Were Watching God.” The author, folklorist and anthropologist died in 1960.
Watson said the UCF project will be complementary to
the annual Zora! Festival in Eatonville on Jan. 23–31,
which also is also celebrating the author’s 125th birthday
in January.
Only three other grants were given in Florida for
different books to be featured in The Big Read — Broward
Public Library Foundation in Fort Lauderdale, Miami
Dade College, and Volusia County Public Library.
Participants pick one of 35 featured novels for their
programs.
Kicking off the Hurston series will be a reception and
art exhibit in the UCF Art Gallery featuring the work of
Boston conceptual artist Eric Gottesman and the students
and faculty of the UCF School of Visual Arts and Design
and their colleagues at Rollins College. The exhibit, “The
Encounter: Baalu Girma and Zora Neale Hurston,” will be
Jan. 11–Feb. 18 and present a fictional encounter between
the two writers. Girma was an Ethiopian novelist and
journalist who died in 1984.
“Though the two writers overlapped in time, but not in
place, Gottesman was inspired to create a work of art that
would imagine a meeting between these two important
African diaspora public intellectuals,” said gallery director
Yulia Tikhonova.
A reception at the gallery to kickoff the series will be
6–8 p.m. on Jan. 14.
The other events in the free series are:
l Jan. 15 — Lecture: “Zora Heale Hurston and Afro–
Futurism” by Julian C. Chambliss, a Rollins College
associate professor of history and director of African and
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African–American Studies. Chambliss has presented his
work to domestic and international audiences, and his
commentaries can be found in such media outlets as CBS
News Radio, National Public Radio, “Los Angeles Times,”
“Orlando Sentinel” and others. The lecture will be 6 p.m. in
the gallery.
l Jan. 16 — Film screening and discussion of “Their
Eyes Were Watching God,” the screen adaption of the
movie produced by Oprah Winfrey’s Harpo Productions.
The movie stars Halle Berry, Michael Ealy, Ruben
Santiago–Hudson, Terrence Howard and Ruby Dee.
Following the screening, Scot French, associate professor of
history at the University of Central Florida and Director of
the Public History Center, will lead a panel discussion with
Trent Tomengo, professor of humanities at Seminole State
College, and Lisa Mills, professor of film at the University
of Central Florida. The program will be 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Enzian Theater, 1300 S. Orlando Ave., Maitland.
l Feb. 1 — Lecture on “The Life of Zora in Sanford” by
Francis Oliver, coordinator of the Goldsboro Museum in
Sanford. The noon lecture will be at the Sanford branch of
the Seminole County Public Library, 150 N. Palmetto Ave.
l Feb. 2 — Book–club discussion. Seminole County
Public Libraries’ Book Clubs will read “Their Eyes Were
Watching God” and host book discussions open to the
public at the February meetings. The first will be 6:30–
7:45 p.m. at the Central Branch, 215 N. Oxford Road,
Casselberry.
l Feb. 3 — Book–club discussions 6:30–7:45 p.m. at the
east branch library, 310 Division St., Oviedo, and west
branch library at 245 N. Hunt Club Blvd., Longwood.
l Feb. 4 — Seminole County youth–services librarians
will present a school–age program that will share a few of
Hurston’s collected folklore tales. Storytelling will be
presented with puppets, followed by a related science
experiment, and an opportunity to make art that relates to
one of the tales presented. Hurston collected folktales as
she traveled the back roads of Florida, Alabama, Georgia
and Louisiana so that the spirit and richness of the oral
storytelling tradition could be shared and preserved. The
programs will feature stories from “What’s the Hurry,
Fox?,” “Lies and other Tall Tales,” and “Go Gator and
Muddy the Water.” The program will be 3–5 p.m. at the

northwest branch library, 580 Green Way Blvd., Lake
Mary.
l Feb. 5–7 — “New Windows Looking Back” glass art
project. Glass artist Therman Statom will involve children
at the Midway Safe Harbor Community Center in the
creation of a glass sculpture inspired by “Their Eyes Were
Watching God.” Statom is an American Studio Glass artist
whose primary medium is sheet glass. He cuts, paints and
assembles glass to create three–dimensional sculptures.
Sound and projected digital imagery are also features of
the environmental works. The project will be at 2405
Rightway, Sanford.
l Feb. 9 — Book club discussion at east branch library,
310 Division St., Oviedo, 1–2:15 p.m.
l Feb. 10 — Book club discussion at north branch
library, 150 N. Palmetto Ave., Sanford, 6:30–7:45 p.m.
l Feb. 16 — Book club discussion at northwest branch
library, 580 Green Way Blvd., Lake Mary, 12:30–1:45 p.m.
l Feb. 16 — “Their Eyes, Our Voices” game jam and
showcase. The UCF School of Visual Arts & Design and
UCF Art Gallery will showcase games students created
that were inspired by “Their Eyes Were Watching God.”
The evening will feature a guest performance by Dietrich
Squinkifer, a writer, programmer, musician and visual
artist. The activity will be 6–8 p.m. at the art gallery.
l Feb. 17 — Seminole County youth services librarians
will present their program for school–age children that will
share a few of Hurston’s collected folklore tales 3–5 p.m. at
the northwest branch library, 580 Green Way Blvd., Lake
Mary.
l Feb. 23 — Film screening of “Their Eyes Were
Watching God” at northwest branch library, 580 Green
Way Blvd., Lake Mary, at noon.
l Feb. 24 — Seminole County youth services librarians
will present their program for school–age children that will
share a few of Hurston’s collected folklore tales 3–5 p.m. at
the west branch library, 2445 N. Hunt Club Blvd.,
Longwood.
Events are still being added to The Big Read.
For the up–do–date schedule, check back at
BigRead.CAH.UCF.edu.
Watson said she plans to apply for another grant next
year for The Big Read with a different book.

Space Coast Women in Defense Chapter set to host Anniversary and Awards Night
The Space Coast Women in Defense Chapter will host its annual Anniversary and Awards Night for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Innovation on Jan. 28 at Café Unique, 607 Florida Ave. in Cocoa.
The 2015 awards and awardees include: STEM Leadership Star of the Year — Mike Freeman; STEM Business
Innovator of the Year — Harris Corp.; STEM Nonprofit Innovator of the Year — National Space Club Florida Committee; STEM Educator of the Year — Charles Parker; and STEM Mentor of the Year — Nathan Pell.
The event will recognize these innovators for their “dedication and tireless support” promoting STEM education in the
community. “Work–force projections by the U.S. Department of Labor show that 15 of the 20 fastest– growing occupations require significant science or mathematics training to successfully compete for a job,” said Joanne Longo, president
of SCWID. She added, “By lending a hand, these innovators are creating a conduit of education and support for our
teachers, students, and parents necessary to overcome the projected deficit in future STEM–skilled workers.”
Establish on Jan. 21, 2013, SCWID is a nonprofit professional networking and development organization for women
and men across the Space Coast who contributes to national defense and security. The organization chartered the Space
Coast STEM Education Council on Oct. 14, 2013, and strives to connect STEM needs with STEM resources from its
partners including local industry, colleges and universities, civic leaders, parents, and students.
For more information about SCWID and its STEM efforts, contact Ron Prudhomme at Ron.Prudhomme@SCWID.org.
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The Good, the bad and the quintessential recordings of holiday music
By Heather Gibson
UCF Forum columnist
There are two types of people: those like myself, who
the day after Thanksgiving turn their radio to the all–
Christmas music station, and the rest of you Grinchy
McGrinchersons.
I have a wide selection of songs I like to hear. Nothing
brings me to tears faster than a beautiful Silent or O Holy
Night, but I still want a Hula–Hoop with the Chipmunks, I
get angered by Rudolph’s bullies, and Frosty melts my
heart. I think “Christmas in Prison” is egregiously
underplayed, as is “Christmas Card from a Hooker in
Minneapolis.”
I have equally strong thoughts about songs I don’t want
to hear, too. I’d be happy if “The Little Drummer Boy”
broke his drumsticks and was never heard from again.
When “Do You Hear What I Hear?” comes on the radio, I
yell “No, I do not!” and turn the station.
And then there’s the unnecessary–recordings category.
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What are unnecessary recordings? These are the ones
that never should have been recorded because a perfect
version of that song already existed, a version that could
never be topped.
And once the perfect version is established, future
recordings should be outlawed. I understand why artists
record Christmas albums; if ever there were a cash cow,
holiday tunes is it. But that does not mean I want to “Deck
the Halls” with the Biebs.
Seriously, does anyone really think they can improve
upon Judy Garland’s “Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas”? That takes some gall. These quintessential
recordings weren’t necessarily first, but they should be the
last.
Here are the 12 quintessential recordings of holiday
songs that should never be recorded again:
l Nat King Cole’s “The Christmas Song” — It’s been
recorded by everyone from Aaliyah to Lovedrug to Dwight
Yoakam since Cole’s original recording, and every single
one of them has been superfluous.
l Eartha Kitt’s “Santa Baby” — Sorry, Madge, love
(almost) everything else you’ve done, but like “Dick Tracy,”
this song didn’t need a contemporary makeover.
l Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” — We had a small
debate about this in the office. This was a favorite for
everyone, save one person, who is wrong. Bing gets an
honorable mention for “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” as
well.
l Bruce Springsteen’s “Santa Claus is Coming to Town”
— If the live version of this song doesn’t make you feel
good about the visit from the fat man in a red suit, you
have a heart that is two sizes too small. Even Bruce can’t
make it through the song without cracking up.
l Mariah Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas is You” —
She wrote it. She produced it. She sang it. It is hers and it
is perfect as is. So is that silly home movie of her romping
in the snow with Santa.
l Gayla Peevey’s “I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas” — She recorded this song when she was 10. This and
every other detail of her life, including the names of the
attending physician at her birth and her first crush, are
available on her website. Visit it, because you absolutely
must see the video of the youngster singing about hippos
on The Ed Sullivan Show in a ruffled confection of a
Christmas dress.

l The Carpenter’s “Merry Christmas, Darling” —
Really, anything by the Carpenters is high on the list. I’ll
even give them a pass on their recording of “The Christmas
Song.” Christmas just isn’t Christmas without the
Carpenters.
l The Jackson 5’s “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus”
— Michael was a seriously cute kid with a seriously
awesome voice. And the soulful “kissing, kissing” in the
background is the bow on the package.
l John Lennon and Yoko Ono’s “Happy Xmas (War is
Over)” — It’s been covered several times, most notably by
Sarah McLachlan, but c’mon. Nothing can ever compare to
John Lennon’s emotional plea for global healing.
l Band Aid’s 1984 “Do They Know It’s Christmas” —
When first recorded, this song had a lot of heart, and was a
perfect time capsule of the mid–80s pop rock scene. The
fact that someone, nay a mass of people, thought it would
be a good idea to rerecord this song not only in 1989, but
also in 2004 and 2014 is just…why? 1984’s The Karate Kid
didn’t need a remake, and neither did this song. The only
redeeming quality of the later versions is that they
dropped the astonishingly bad original lyric about suffering: “Well, tonight thank God it’s them instead of you.”
l John Denver and The Muppets’ “Twelve Days of
Christmas” — Not only is it a perfect version of the song, it
is the only complete version I can stand to listen to. Miss
Piggy was meant to sing “five golden rings.” And every
countdown includes new treats and surprises. Ba–dum–
dum–dum!
l Elvis Presley’s “Blue Christmas” — Woo–ooo–ooo–
oooo. Woo–ooo–ooo–oooo. Woo–ooo–ooo–oooo. Long live the
King! The rest of you ain’t got no swing.
Feel free to expand my list; in fact, I’d add Wham!’s
“Last Christmas” and the Boston Pops’ “Sleigh Ride” if
there were Fourteen Days of Christmas.
Whatever you include, just remember that our joyous
listening period will soon be over as we move into “Auld
Lang Syne” and the hope of some new Christmas classics
next year. Just, please, hands off the ones on this list.
Heather Gibson is marketing director for the
UCF School of Performing Arts in the College
of Arts & Humanities She can be reached at
Heather.Gibson@UCF.edu.

Brevard Zoo in Viera announces its ‘Quarters for Conservation’ partners
As part of its efforts to help save wildlife across the globe, the Brevard Zoo in Viera has selected nine local and
international conservation projects to be beneficiaries of the “Quarters for Conservation Program.”
Upon entry to the Brevard Zoo, a symbolic 25–cent token is given to each guest that allows them to “vote” for their
favorite project. Since 2011, this program has raised more than $194,000 for wildlife in need.
Organizations selected for 2016 include: Cameras4Conservation, for clouded leopard research in Southeast Asia;
HUTAN, for orangutan conservation in Malaysian Borneo; the Giant Armadillo Project, for giant anteater research in
Brazil; Conservation Fusion, for lemur conservation in Madagascar; Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation Education
Center in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Cheetah Conservation Botswana, International Iguana Foundation, for
Roatán spiny–tailed iguana research in Honduras; Florida Wildlife Hospital in Melbourne; and the Brevard Zoo’s own
diamondback terrapin conservation project.
“Quarters for Conservation is such a powerful initiative because it impacts everyone who walks through our gates,”
said Jody Palmer, director of conservation at the Brevard Zoo. “By selecting a project to fund, you’re actively engaging in
conservation, which is not something many people get to do every day.”
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Sent:

Monday, October 19, 2015 5:21 AM

To:

Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey

Cc:

Bill Roth (BBN 01)

Subject: 01 RE: Sheriff Wayne Ivey Calls

October 19, 2015 — Monday
Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
Brevard County Sheriff’s Office
700 Park Avenue
Titusville, FL 32780
(321) 264–5201
(321) 271–6029
Dear Sheriff Ivey,
A “SHERIFF WAYNE IVEY NEWS RELESE” dated August 28, 2015, and titled “TITUSVILLE
WOMAN ARRESTED FOR MAKING FALSE REPORT TO DCF HOTLINE,” states in part:
“Agents with the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office have arrested 42–year–old Dana Delaney Loyd of
Titusville, for Filing a False Report of Child Abuse and Stalking. The arrest was based upon an Arrest
Warrant, which was authorized by the State Attorney’s Office and issued by the Court. Loyd was
transported to the Brevard County Jail where she is being held on $10,500 bond.
“The investigation commenced after the defendant contacted the Florida Abuse Hotline on April 29,
2015, reporting an allegation of sexual battery on a juvenile and child neglect.”
In the four month period from the inception of the investigation of Defendant Loyd (April 29, 2015) to
the arrest of Defendant Loyd (August 28, 2015), “256” incoming and outgoing calls from your personal
number (321) 271–6029 to Defendant Loyd have been documented.
As Sheriff of Brevard County, Florida, would you please tell Brevard Business News why the “256” calls
would have been placed between you and Defendant Loyd, the wife of a Brevard County Sheriff’s Office
Corrections Deputy?
Thank you,
Bill Roth
Brevard Business News
Special Projects Editor
Brevard Business News, Inc.
(321) 951–7777
BrevardBusinessNews.com
BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net
4300 Fortune Place Suite D
West Melbourne, FL 32904
BCC 01: Florida Sheriffs' Departments

SECOND NOTICE

To Be Continued ...
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Extra beneﬁts—no extra cost!
All of our plans feature these great beneﬁts at no extra cost:
 Expanded provider network—More than 3,000 providers across
7 counties throughout central Florida
 Open network—See any provider in our network without a referral,
including specialists. We don’t require assigned PCPs, or referrals for
network specialists*
 Gym membership
 Identity theft protection and credit monitoring

 Plans for Every
Budget
 Expanded Provider
Network
 Gym Membership
Included

Enroll today!

Plus, our pediatric dental coverage has no cost shares for covered
services, and we have a variety of options for deductibles, coinsurance,
and prescription coverage.
Call us toll-free at 1.877.904.4916 Monday-Friday, 9 am to 6 pm, or contact
your insurance agent to discuss what options are right for you.

*While Health First does not require referrals, some specialists may require you to get a PCP referral. We encourage all members to become established with a PCP to
provide primary and preventive care, and coordinate care from other providers. Authorization may be required for some services.
Health First Health Plans does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or health status in the
administration of the plan, including enrollment and beneﬁt determinations.
27357_MPINFO111 (10/2015)
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Tickets on sale for annual ‘Chowder Cook–off with a Twist’ –
former astronaut McBride to headline celebrity judging panel
The 31st annual “Chowder Cook–off with a Twist,” hosted by the Cocoa Beach
Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Convention and Visitors Bureau, will be held on
Thursday, Feb. 4, in Port Canaveral’s Cruise Terminal 1.
Those planning to attend this event can purchase tickets in advance and save $10 off
the regular admission price ($20 per person in advance and $30 at the door for general
admission; and $40 per person in advance and $50 at the door for VIP entry). VIP
entrance will begin at 5 p.m. and includes a free drink and tastings a full hour before
general admission, which begins at 6 o’clock.
The event is open to the public and the Chamber says it expects more than 1,000
people to be in attendance. Tickets can be purchased at www.cocoabeachchamber.com or
www.visitcocoabeach.com; in person at the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce
office, 400 Fortenberry Road on Merritt Island; the CVB’s Tourist Information Center,
8501 Astronaut Blvd. in Cape Canaveral); the CVB’s Exploration Tower Kiosk location,
and participating restaurants in the Port.
This year’s event, chaired by Samantha Senger who is with the City of Cocoa, will
feature the area’s best chefs and restaurants competing with one another to determine
who has the “Best Chowder” and “Best Twist” on the Space Coast. Former astronaut Jon
McBride will head the celebrity judging panel.
The CVB is still accepting competitors, sponsors, silent–auction donations, tabletop
vendors and volunteers for the event. Contact the CVB’s Tourist Information Center at
784–6444 or e–mail MHooks@CocoaBeachChamber.com for available opportunities.
The event’s participating sponsors include: Fresh from Florida, Canaveral Port
Authority, Wild Ocean Market, Fishlips Waterfront Bar & Grill, Ron Jon Surf Shop,
Rockledge Country Club, City of Cocoa Beach, 98.5 The Beach, Space Coast Fun Guide,
City of Cocoa, Everythingbrevard.com, Merritt Square Mall, The Avenue Viera, Brevard
Zoo, Comfort Inn & Suites, Cocoa Beach Area Hotel and Lodging Association, and
Doubletree by Hilton Cocoa Beach.

More Than Just
A Pretty Space
ABI
pick up BBN
orange couch
FULL COLOR

Special edition by The Florida Bar focuses on technology
“The Florida Bar Journal,” the premier source of practical articles on Florida law and
law practice, has devoted a special issue to legal technology and has posted it on the Bar’s
website as its first digital edition. The January digital edition includes the full editorial
and advertising content of the print version as well as links and other features, and allows
users to download a PDF of the entire issue, perform keyword searches, share articles on
social media and access the magazine on mobile devices. The digital edition is available at
www.FloridaBar.org/journal.
The special issue of the Bar Journal examines four main areas of interest: “Florida &
Technology” looks at ways the courts and The Florida Bar are addressing the issues;
“Technology & the Practice of Law” reviews software and skills that can help lawyers;
“Risk & Technology” assesses security, privacy and precautions that both lawyers and
clients should take; and “Future Trends” looks at rapid changes facing the legal profession. Technology has been a major concern of the last four presidents of The Florida Bar,
and current president, Ramon Abadin, continues to present technology not just as a
challenge but also as an opportunity to preserve professionalism and extend access to
justice.
John Stewart, guest editor and chairman of the Technology Subgroup of the Vision
2016 Commission, said he hopes this issue “awakens the thoughts of Florida lawyers to
the changing landscape and encourages us to use our collective wisdom to guide this noble
practice through the technological gauntlet. We must utilize technologies for the benefit of
our practices, our clients, and the public while defending our core beliefs and traditions
against those technologies that disserve the public good.”

Henschel String Quartet to perform Jan.15
The Melbourne Chamber Music Society Inc. will present the Henschel String Quartet
in concert at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan.15, at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 2030
N. U.S. Highway A1A in Indialantic. The concert will feature the music of Haydn,
Schulhoff, and Beethoven. Tickets are $35 adults and $10 for students. Tickets are
available for purchase at melbournechambermusicsociety.org, or at the door the day of
the program. For more information on this event, call 213–5100.
JANUARY 11, 2016
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Brevard's
Small Business
Lender
Community Bank of the South
understands Small Business
Bouvier
and the lending strategies
pick necessary
up BBNto meet the various
needs of Small Business.
1/04/15

pageSBA
12504 Loans
Commercial Loans
FULL COLOR
Operating Lines of Credit
Equipment Financing
Business Checking
Merchant Services
Business Debit Cards
Health Savings Accounts

Community Bank
pick up BBN
female
Navigating Your Entire
Financial World
FULL COLOR

Expect Even More From Us

Offering Tax & Accounting Services
as well as Wealth Strategies–All
Under One Roof with Our Sister Company:
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321-452-0420
CBOSDirect.com
Nancy Brower
Senior Vice President

U.S. Treasury Approved
Small Business Lending Fund

}
8&"-5)45Ć5&(*&4
r*OWFTUNFOU1MBOOJOH
r*ODPNF1SPUFDUJPO
r3FUJSFNFOU1MBOOJOH
r-JGF%JTBCJMJUZ*OTVSBODF
r&TUBUF1MBOOJOH

“Your Business is Our Business”
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Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC. Investment Advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.

Earn a career-focused degree in the fields of:

NEW YEAR.
NEW
DIRECTION.

Business • Technology
Legal Studies • Psychology
Health Care • Criminal Justice

Keiser University

Degree programs and delivery format vary by campus

new ad emailed877.513.5605
KeiserUniversity.edu
KEISER
FULL COLOR UNIVERSITY

Brevard Title
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Associate I Bachelor’s I Master’s I Doctoral
Keiser University is a private, not-for-profit university
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National Space Club Florida names Air Force’s Richmond
as recipient of McCartney National Defense Space Award
The National Space Club Florida Committee recently named Air Force Capt. John
Richmond the 2016 Forrest S. McCartney National Defense Space Award recipient. He
will be recognized at the Jan. 12 luncheon meeting to be held at 11:30 a.m. at the
Radisson at the Port in Cape Canaveral.
The event’s guest speaker will be Col. Shawn Fairhurst, 45th Space Wing vice commander. He’ll provide an update on the 45th Space Wing and Eastern Range.
Fairhurst is responsible for the processing and launching of government and commercial satellites from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. He serves as a “launch decision
authority” with final approval for launches on the Eastern Range, a 15 million square–
mile area that supports an average of 20 launches per year aboard various launch
vehicles. He leads more than 2,000 professionals assigned to operating locations in
Florida, Ascension and Antigua, and Airmen deployed worldwide in support of contingency operations overseas.
“The NSCFL is proud to recognize Capt. Richmond for his contribution to the defense
of our nation through his technological utilization of space,” said NSCFL Chairman Mark
Jager. “He exemplifies Lt. Gen. McCartney’s innovative spirit.”
Jager, along with Fairhurst, will present the award to Richmond at the luncheon.
Richmond is the chief, flight mission lead for the 5th Space Launch Squadron at the
45th Space Wing. In 2015, he excelled in the highly competitive Education With Industry/
Spacelift Education Crossover Program (EWI/SLEC–P), where he was the Air Force
liaison to United Launch Alliance’s (ULA) Cape Canaveral operations. Leveraging his
unique insight to industry and experience developing state–of–the–art launch facilities,
Richmond was appointed the government launch–site integration chief for two Delta IV
and five Atlas V National Security Space missions worth $4.4 billion to the country.
During his 10–month tenure as the Air Force liaison to ULA, Richmond championed
three company–wide initiatives saving the government more than $20.5 million per year.
His most significant innovation, a procedure coined “Offsite Vertical Integration” (OVI),
revolutionized the way Atlas V rockets are processed and launched from Cape Canaveral
Air Force Station. The OVI concept allows the first and second stages of the Atlas V to be
integrated in parallel before their final single–day erection at the launch pad. In less than
eight months, Richmond led a 50–member “ULA, Air Force, NASA, NRO and contractor
team” through this OVI initiative to reduce the launch–cycle timeline by six days per
mission. Richmond’s OVI innovation will save at least 41 days in 2016 and 2017, allowing
for two additional NSS missions providing space–based capability to increase warfighter
lethality and survivability.
The Forrest S. McCartney National Defense Space Award was created in 2005 by the
NSCFL to recognize significant contributions to national defense in a space–related area
by personnel on duty in Florida. It is named for the late U.S. Air Force lieutenant general
who served in many critical leadership space–related roles for the Air Force. McCartney
was a director of NASA’s Kennedy Space Center and senior manager for Lockheed Martin
at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.
To make a reservation for the luncheon, visit www.NSCFL.org. For any questions on
the event, contact LaDonna Neterer at LaDonna.J.Neterer@Boeing.com.
The National Space Club Florida Committee is one of three regional committees of the
National Space Club in Washington, D.C.

People Are Talking
Dr Chenet
We do a lot of advertising for our dental
practice, so how do you know what pays
off and what doesn't? Magazines,
newspapers, shoppers, on-line, TV, phone
books, it goes on and on.
Three years ago we decided we really
needed to know. Since then we have
assigned our own special phone numbers
to all our different advertising. We not
only get to track our results exactly, we
even get a "whisper" on each call to tell us
what ad brought us the call. Now we are
able to calculate exactly our cost per call
and return on investment. As well we
can track our source of new clients
and repeat business.

Our highest cost per patient and call: and
worst R O I was the AT&T phone books,
over $129.00 per patient. By far our best
ROI and lowest cost per patient came
from the Coastal Directories, $44.00 per
patient.
With this kind of information we have
been able to greatly improve our advertising results while actually reducing
our costs.

Katia Chenet

Coastal
pick up10BBN
Years
Advertising in the
12/21/15
Coastal Yellow
Directory
page 12
FULL COLOR

Brevard Authors’ Book Fair set March 19 at the Suntree–Viera Library
The eighth annual Brevard Authors’ Book Fair will take place from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on March 19 at the Suntree–Viera Library, 902 Jordan Blass Drive in
Melbourne. The event is free of charge to the public. More than 20 authors will be
available to discuss, autograph, and sell their books. The guest speakers will include
Valerie Allen, Lee Boyland, Jaimie Engle, Marshall Frank and Holly Fox Vellekoop.
Their topics will focus on how to write, publish, market, and sell books. The book fair is
sponsored by Authors for Authors and AuthorsForAuthors.com, to support and encourage
literacy for education and entertainment for the community. The cofounders, Marshall
Frank, Holly Fox Vellekoop and Valerie Allen, create venues for local authors to meet the
public through book fairs, book launches, workshops, and author gatherings. For more
information on this event, send an e–mail message to VAllenWriter@cs.com,
HVellkoop@cfl.rr.com, MLF283@aol.com, or call Frank at 254–3398.
JANUARY 11, 2016
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Acopian BirdSavers prevents birds from colliding with windows, dying — a big
problem in Florida; invented by businessman Jeff Acopian; learn to make one
By Ken Datzman
Birds, in astonishing numbers, are dying in Florida
and in many other states. Up to 1 billion birds may be
killed annually in North America from colliding with
residential and commercial windows.
Some birds die on impact, while others are stunned
and may fly away. But many of them die later from
internal hemorrhaging or head injuries, according to
research. With birds dying in flocks, one local businessman wanted to do all he could to stop this.
“We frequently had birds hitting certain windows of
our home in eastern Pennsylvania,” said inventor Jeff
Acopian, who founded Acopian BirdSavers. “We wanted
to prevent this from happening because many of the
birds died from the impact. These window collisions kill
more birds than pesticide poisoning and they kill more
birds than cats.”
Birds are “sentinel species” whose plight serves as a
barometer of our ecosystem health, and as an alert
system for global environmental ills. The survival and
well–being of birds depends upon public education and
support for conservation.
Today, nearly 12 percent of the world’s 9,800 bird
species may face extinction within the next century,
according to Born Free USA, a leader in animal welfare
and wildlife conservation. The report says humans have
the ability to help birds in many ways that are “immediate and significant.”
And that’s what Acopian is trying to do with
BirdSavers. When birds see the average window, they
see the reflection of trees or sky and think they can fly
through it, Acopian said. “And bang! They hit the window
with force.” He added, “But not all windows present this
problem.”
Acopian is vice president of Acopian Technical Co., a
manufacturer with facilities in Easton, Pa., and in
Melbourne. The family owned company has manufactured highly reliable power supplies and custom power
systems for more than 50 years.
Acopian BirdSavers is being embraced by individuals,
businessowners, and companies across the nation.
Acopian pioneered the first BirdSavers in the mid–1980s,
way before this issue was even talked about by birding
organizations. The early BirdSavers were made from
“hanging curtain beads,” or “hippie beads,” that were
fashionable at the time.
“We took the individual bead strings apart and hung
them about every four inches on the outside of the
offending windows, and it worked.” The “beaded”
BirdSavers lasted for years, he said.
“As far as we know, we had zero bird kills on the
windows with these first–generation BirdSavers.”
Eventually, the beads “started to deteriorate.” The
second–generation BirdSavers used very thin bamboo
poles. These also worked, but didn’t look as nice as the
beaded BirdSavers, Acopian said.
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10
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Jeff Acopian is the founder of BirdSavers. His product helps prevent birds from flying into residential or commercial windows, and dying
from the impact. Up to 1 billion birds may be killed annually from these types of collisions. BirdSavers uses parachute cord, which is
easy to hang and can be easily removed. He’s at the Melbourne office of Acopian Technical Co. His full–time job is vice president of
the manufacturer, which has facilities in Pennsylvania and here.

That led him to experimenting with “parachute cord,”
which the BirdSavers are made of today.
“The cord looks nice, it works well, it’s cheap, it’s long–
lasting and it doesn’t block your window view,” he said.
The current design is easy to hang and can be easily
removed. Acopian has BirdSavers on the outside window
of its office on West Nasa Boulevard in Melbourne, across
the street from Northrop Grumman.
Acopian BirdSavers can significantly decrease or
eliminate the incidence of birds killed at your windows.
The product needs to be installed on the outside of the
window. This is so that birds flying toward the window
will see the cords, avoid them, and therefore not fly into
the glass, he said.

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

Acopian BirdSavers consists of one–eighth–inch
diameter nylon cords (olive–colored parachute cord,
available in many stores) hanging four and one–quarter
inches apart. Any method you use to achieve this will
significantly decease the number of birds that are hitting
a problem window.
The bottoms of the cords don’t need to go all the way
to the bottom of the glass. Acopian said most people like
the look of the cords when they stop “about three inches
above the bottom of the glass.”
There are various ways to attach the BirdSavers cords
to a window. All the details are provided at
Please see Acopian BirdSavers, page 15
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Space Coast Early Intervention Center in Melbourne set to open new classrooms;
now offers leading PACE brain–training program — improves IQ of participants
By Ken Datzman
Longtime local educator and former businesswoman
Terri Clark was named executive director of Space Coast
Early Intervention Center five months ago and she
already is fast positioning the organization for future
success.
New growth is coming to SCEIC on Dairy Road in
Melbourne, a 27–year–old nonprofit preschool that caters
to all children, including autistic youngsters and those
with other learning disabilities. SCEIC touts itself as an
institution “where every child can learn and grow.”
As part of its renewed focus on the vision and growth of
the organization, Clark, who was a special education
major in college, said SCEIC is getting ready to open two
new classrooms.
“We have one room that is being used on a part–time
basis and it will be a full–time classroom soon. And we’re
turning our community room into a classroom. The
remodeling is being done by M.H. Williams Construction
Group. It was a wonderful Christmas gift they gave us.
The indoor gym is being used as our temporary classroom
until the renovation is completed.”
Next fall, SCEIC plans to open a kindergarten class.
“That will be a huge step forward for us,” said Clark, who
holds a master’s degree in education from the University
of Florida and has earned certifications in multiple
specialty areas.
Clark, who has years of experience in working with
special needs children in the county, said SCEIC currently
serves about 120 students. “We’ll be adding 20 to 24 more
children in January and another 18 students when we get
the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education program
underway. As an organization, we are very excited about
where we are headed.”
“Beyond that, our long–range plans are to open a
K through 8 and eventually a K through 12 class, using
the same inclusion model that we have at the pre–school.
We have some ambitious plans, but this is what I have
trained for and what I’ve wanted to do my entire career in
education. Special education is my passion.”
Clark taught in Brevard Public Schools for 25 years.
She championed inclusive classrooms for children with
disabilities; designed, raised funds for, and implemented
mathematics laboratories for teachers; and served in a
number of leadership roles with BPS and the community.
She was recognized with BPS Teacher of the Year awards
at both the elementary and middle–school levels. Clark
also has experience in grant writing and running an
educational business.
She was the owner and director of “Learning Rx” in
Melbourne, a “brain–training” center. The Learning Rx
program helps unlock the full potential of children and
adults to read, learn, and succeed.
Learning Rx is the franchise name for the program that
is also called PACE when it is provided by a private
trainer. PACE, or Processing and Cognitive Enhancement,
JANUARY 11, 2016
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Terri Clark is the new executive director of Space Coast Early Intervention Center in Melbourne, a 27–year–old nonprofit preschool for
children — with and without disabilities — and their families. Clark, whose expertise is in special education, taught in the Brevard Public
Schools for 25 years and championed inclusive classrooms for children with disabilities. She has a master’s degree in her field from
the University of Florida.

is a proven approach to getting scientifically measurable
improvements in brain performance.
Clark said the PACE program is now available at
SCEIC. “We can offer PACE services through SCEIC.
We’ve just opened our training center and it’s doing quite
well. We provide one–on–one brain training. It’s not
academic tutoring. We are like ‘personal trainers’ for their
brain, to help the individual hold things in their memory
longer and to help them process information faster, for
example.”
She added, “We’re seeing on average a 15 percentage
point increase in the IQs of the students who are enrolled

in the PACE program. And we’re able to offer these
services at attractive pricing. It’s exciting to see the results
and what we’re doing here.”
The before–and–after tests have shown significant
improvements in cognitive performance after brain
training, according to research conducted by Learning Rx.
The research sample size was 5,000 Learning Rx clients.
Overall cognitive performance among all clients
improved by 23 percentile points; cognitive processing
skills among all clients improved by an average of 15 IQ
points; performance in “Word Attack,” which is an
important reading skill needed to decode unfamiliar
Please see Space Coast Early Intervention Center, page 17
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The preschool where every
child can learn and grow!
3790 Dairy Road Melbourne, FL 32904 321-729-6858 or email info@sceic.com

Our unique and inclusive preschool program ensures
equal learning opportunities for all children.

SC Early Intervention
pick up BBN PROGRAMS
1/04/16
• Full and part-time preschool programs for
page
6
children
13 months
- 5 years
• After-school
care ages 5-10
FULL COLOR
• Learn and Play Summer program

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME
Join SCEIC in our mission to ensure maximum
development of children with and without disabilities.
There are many ways for you and/or your family, work,
civic or church group to get involved at the Center

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Harris Corporation
James Clamons–Chairman
City of West Melbourne
Morris Richardson–Vice Chairman
Terri Clark–Executive Director
Nash & Kromash, LLP
Keith Kromash–Past-Chairman
Florida Institute of Technology
David Wilder, Ph.D.–Secretary

Harris Corporation
Richard Kronebusch–Treasurer
Parent Representative–Brenda Boritzki
McGladrey, LLC–Terri Burdine
Crane Private Wealth Management
Brian Crane
Creating Life Champions, LLC
Marcus Harley

Florida Institute of Technology
Enrique “Henry” Perez, PhD.
Director Emeritus, Former Mayor of Palm Bay
Mel Broom
Director Emeritus, Boston Red Sox
Tim Wakeﬁeld

DONATE TODAY AT
WWW.SCEIC.COM
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BlackRain managing partner Sellers
to present at CareerSource Brevard
CareerSource Brevard, the area authority on
work–force development, will host Wendy Sellers, the
managing partner of BlackRain, who will conduct a
workshop from 8:30 to 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 12,
at the CareerSource Brevard Rockledge center,
295 Barnes Blvd.
The workshop is titled “Strategic Planning for Your
Business — Taking it to the Street.” This program is
for business executives and human resource professionals. BlackRain Partners focuses on organizational
health to develop and implement strategic plans for
sustainable revenue growth.
Human resource credit hours for this program
have been applied for, said CareerSource Brevard.
This event is provided at no cost to attendees, but
seating is limited and registration is required.
Interested individuals should register at https://
csbstrategicplanning.eventbrite.com. Sponsorships
are available. For additional information on this
program, contact CareerSource Brevard at 394–0694
or Resources@careersourcebrevard.com.
Workshop participants will learn the difference
between a strategy and a plan, the process of strategic
planning and why it is vital to business success. The
workshop is part of an ongoing series of business–
learning events focused on bringing value and
education to area employers.
“Strategic planning should be a part of every
business’ list of New Year’s resolutions,” said Lisa
Rice, president of CareerSource Brevard. “This
program is great not only for new small businesses,
but also for companies that are looking to take
themselves to the next level in 2016.”
Sellers has assisted many organizations, public,
private and nonprofit, of all sizes in all industries, to
handle operations strategy as well as guide organizations though periods of change.
“I speak up. I tell it like it is. I challenge the status
quo. I understand that business operations is not a
cost center, but is a partner in keeping a business
profitable,” she said.

Health First Foundations’s Golf Classic
set for Suntree Country Club Jan.11

Artemis
pick up BBN
1/04/16
page 6
FULL COLOR
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The Health First Foundation’s annual Health First
Golf Classic is set for Monday, Jan. 11, at Suntree
Country Club in Melbourne. The event will benefit
Health First Aging Services, which is dedicated to
“improving quality of life through high–quality
health–care for seniors, and support for caregivers.”
The four–person scramble format will feature a
shotgun start at 8 a.m., and contests and prizes for
every skill level. All golfers will receive a tournament
shirt, special goodie bag, range balls, breakfast, lunch
and gifts. There will be a hole–in–one contest, too. The
hole–in–one prize is a new Mercedes–Benz or Audi
from Mercedes–Benz, Porsche, Audi of Melbourne. To
reserve your spot or become a tournament sponsor,
call 434–7353 or visit HFgive.org.
JANUARY 11, 2016
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Air Force veteran Dr. Vincent McGinniss doing his fellowship training at Clevens Face and Body Specialists
Local facial plastic surgeon Dr. Ross Clevens and the
staff at Clevens Face and Body Specialists recently
welcomed Dr. Vincent McGinniss, who is performing his
Advanced Fellowship in Facial Plastic Surgery at the
Melbourne practice. The training will run through this
summer.
Fellowship programs in facial plastic surgery started in
1969. More than 1,000 physicians have completed their
specialized plastic surgery training under the mentorship
of the country’s top cosmetic surgeons. Fellowships offer an
important opportunity to polish a surgeon’s surgical
technique and theories of patient care, improving overall
plastic surgery skills.
This year, only about 45 select individuals in the
country will complete fellowships in facial plastic and
reconstructive surgery. These slots are only available to
those like Dr. McGinniss who have completed their
residency in otolaryngology or plastic surgery.
He attended Michigan State University College of
Osteopathic Medicine on an Air Force scholarship. Before
going on to medical school, Dr. McGinniss served as a
flight surgeon with the 354th Fighter Squadron. He has a
background in pathology, having performed extensive
cancer research at Case Western Reserve University.
Founder of Clevens Face and Body Specialists,
Dr. Clevens has 20 years experience in facial plastic and
reconstructive surgery. He is certified by the American
Board of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.
Dr. Clevens is a “prolific author and committed educator,”
frequently presenting at medical conferences across the

country, as well as internationally.
For more information on Clevens Face and Body
Specialists, contact the Melbourne office at 727–3223. The
practice offers cosmetic and reconstructive facial plastic
surgery, breast and body surgery, NeoGraft Permanent

Jacobs Engineering selected as the KSC ‘Large Business Prime Contractor of Year’
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. (NYSE:JEC) announced that it has been selected as
Kennedy Space Center’s “Large Business Prime Contractor of the Year” for 2015 under the NASA Small Business
Awards Program. Jacobs is prime contractor for NASA’s Test and Operations Support Contract (TOSC) at KSC. The
TOSC began on March 1, 2013, following a two–month phase–in period.
Under the terms of the TOSC, Jacobs provides overall management and implementation of ground–systems capabilities, flight–hardware processing and launch operations in support of the International Space Station, ground–systems
development and operations, as well as space–launch systems and Orion programs, launch–services program and various
commercial entities at KSC.
The honor will be presented to Jacobs at the 2015–2016 KSC Honor Awards Ceremony on Feb. 9. In addition, the
nomination package is forwarded to NASA Headquarters Office of Small Business for NASA–wide award considerations.
Commenting on the award, Jacobs general manager for TOSC Andrew Allen stated, “This is a terrific honor that reflects
the strong, ongoing relationship we enjoy with NASA and Kennedy Space Center. I would like to congratulate our space–
operations team for the dedication, commitment and high performance that has enabled us to secure this recognition.”
Jacobs is one of the “world’s largest” and most diverse providers of technical professional and construction services.

Viera Network to meet Jan.12 at D.I.G. Bistro
The Viera Network (formerly Viera Business Connection) will meet at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan.12, at D.I.G. Bistro,
7700 N. Wickham Road in Melbourne (near Carrabba’s). The meeting will present an “opportunity to join the Viera
Network and be on the ground floor of this exciting group of professional people.” The organization is looking “to fill many
categories.” For further information on the Viera Network, contact Diane Bryson at 243–3617 or send an e–mail message
to Diane.Bryson@MyBrightHouse.com.

Experience Makes all the Difference
From one room
additions, kitchens,
outdoor living spaces
and complete
Community Credit Union
home remodeling,
to custom home
and
new ad emailedbuilding
commercial buildouts
you can count on the
years of integrity
FULL COLOR23
and expertise of
River Tree Builders.

COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
JANUARY 11, 2016

Hair Restoration for men and women, injectables and
fillers, laser treatments, laser hair removal, skin cancer
care, and medical–grade skin care.
In addition to Melbourne, the practice has satellite
locations in Merritt Island and Vero Beach.

321-254-9145
RiverTreeBuilders.com

Premium Savings
Earn great rates
get
while having
access to your
Rivertree money.
pick up BBN
Flow some funds
12/14/15into this account
page 14
today!
FULL COLOR
Call or click
321.690.2328
ccuFlorida.org/getliquid
Available for Personal and Business Accounts.
One-time membership fee of $5 is required. Membership is available to Brevard, Orange,
Osceola, Indian River, Volusia, and Polk County residents. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Ameriprise created the exclusive Conﬁdent Retirement ®
approach to help answer your retirement questions. I can
help you break down retirement planning step-by-step to
get the real answers you need.
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IIn
n rretirement,
etireme
will y
you
ou o
outlive
ut e
y
ur money?
mone
your

&RQÀGHQW5HWLUHPHQW ® approach

®

Leasha Flammio-Watson, CFP ®
Private Wealth Advisor
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Flammio Financial Group

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

7195 Murrell Road, Suite 101 | Melbourne, FL 32940
321.622.8371 | leasha.ﬂammio@ampf.com
Conﬁdent Retirement is not a guarantee of future ﬁnancial results. Brokerage, investment
and ﬁnancial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA and SIPC. © 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Space Coast Machinist
Apprenticeship Program
Offering Certification
Manufacturing companies are
invited to enter their machinists in
a 4-year, State-Certified Machinist
Apprenticeship Program. The
program provides clasroom/lab
work taught by working profesBrenner
sional machinists
in conjunction
with on-the-job training by the
pick up BBN
company. The State Certificate is
recognized 1/04/16
as a Journeyman
License. Very low cost for
page 14
companies. No tuition for students.

FULL COLOR
Enroll today

as aparticipating
machining company
or as a student

Call 321-254-8278 for details
Formerly Brevard Machinist Apprenticeship Program
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Space Coast Birding &
Wildlife Festival
SPACECOASTBIRDINGANDWILDLIFEFESTIVAL.ORG

Discover why Florida’s Space Coast is your
launch pad to incredible nature-based
experiences. Festival features:
• Birding & Wildlife Classes
• Field Trips
• Photography Classes
• Photography Field Workshops
• Pelagic Birding Trips

• Raptor Project
• Expanded Exhibit Area
• Optics & Camera
Workshops
• Keynote Speakers

NEW THIS YEAR!
17 WORLD CLASS PHOTOGRAPHERS TO
LEAD FIELD WORKSHOPS & CLASSES
to the FestiYal to lead Àeld trips and classes
Good Question Coming
Steve N.G. Howell, Kevin Karlson,
Kress, Marie P. Read, Greg Miller,
pick up BBN %SSteQIeO8
Adrian Binns, Amar Ayyash,
Adam & Gina Kent, Jim Cox, Ken Meyer,
12/28/15
Blair Witherington, Dr. Tom Emmel,
Larry Manfredi, Louise Zemaitis, Nancy McAllister,
page 16
Bill Stewart, Eric Reyier & Michael Brothers
FULL COLOR
More joining us every day...

Photo by Steve N.G. Howell

Trusted
with moving
your world
since 1956.

(321) 254-2770
Get your hassle-free quote at
SorensenMovingandStorage.com

Presented By

Eastern Florida State College, Titusville, Florida
Festival phone number: 321-268-5224

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 14

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

Agent

JANUARY 11, 2016

BBN

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

Acopian BirdSavers
Continued from page 10
www.BirdSavers.com, where the product is for sale.
“I think that a lot of people will just want to make
them on their own. I’m not trying to make money from
this; I’m trying to keep birds from getting killed. I’m
trying to spread the word that this is a solution,” said
Acopian, whose family years ago established the Acopian
Center for the Environment, a research facility of the
American University of Armenia. The center partners
with others with conservation concerns and is working on
innovative programs in a number of fields.
If you decide to order Acopian BirdSavers, instead of
making your own, the top attachment “support cord” will
be made of parachute cord. These types of BirdSavers are
a little more difficult to make than any of the other
versions shown on the website. Customers will achieve
“90 to 100 percent” reduction in bird–window collisions
by installing Acopian BirdSavers, he said.
Acopian was a guest on the National Public Radio
show “You Bet Your Garden.” You can listen to the NPR
interview at BirdSavers.com. His product has received
endorsements from many professionals in the field,
including Dr. Keith Bildstein, an ornithologist and
conservationist at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in
Kempton, Pa. “Acopian BirdSavers offers a practical and
effective way to reduce window kills (of birds). I recommend them wholeheartedly.”
On another note, Acopian provided special assistance
for the new book “The Secret Lives of Bats: My Adventures with the World’s Most Misunderstood Mammals,”

which was published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt and
released in October. It was authored by Merlin Tuttle.
Acopian traveled extensively for the project. For
example, he spent two nights at the Battambang Bat
Caves in Cambodia photographing the “incredible
emergences of the Asian wrinkle–lipped bats.”
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Amazon featured the book on its top–10 list in non–
fiction. The book has received outstanding reviews,
including those by “The Wall Street Journal” and
“The New York Times.”
Tuttle has a collection of 73,000 35 mm Kodachrome
slides of bats. The collection has served as literally the
backbone of scientific, educational, and conservation
illustrations of bats worldwide for more than 30 years,
and has been featured in several “National Geographic”
articles.
On the BirdSavers website, which Acopian launched
five years ago, is a report by Dr. Daniel Klem Jr. and

Peter G. Saenger that appeared in the 2013 issue of
“The Wilson Journal of Ornithology” published by the
Wilson Ornithology Society. The report is titled “Evaluating the Effectiveness of Select Visual Signals to Prevent
Bird–window Collisions.”
Long ago, Dr. Klem, of Allentown, Pa., started
working on “A Field Guide to Birds of Armenia.” The
project was instituted with the goal of promoting
conservation awareness in Armenia and introducing its
rich natural treasures to the world. He authored the
222–page hardback book with Martin S. Adamian. The
book documents the bird life of a region largely unknown
in the West but richly filled with biological and cultural
diversity.
“It just so happened that their research was on birds
hitting windows,” said Acopian. “Dr. Klem told me over
the years what a big problem it was and that there was
no solution.”
Acopian took that as encouragement
for a
his
project.
a challenge to find
solution,
Acopian
BirdSavers
even be can
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and he did.
Acopian can
BirdSavers
be used
to the
“LEED
Credit
Pilot
55 —Credit
Bird Collision
Deterrence.”
comply with
the
“LEED
Pilot 55 —
Bird Collision
Leadership
Energy andinEnvironmental
Design is under
Deterrence.”inLeadership
Energy and Environmental
the
U.S.isGreen
Design
underBuilding
the U.S.Council.
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“People write and tell me how much they appreciate
BirdSavers and the information on our website. It’s
amazing to see how many people are finding the website
and making their own BirdSavers. We’re finally starting
to get some momentum behind this issue. It’s all about
saving birds,” said Acopian.

Sunday, Jan. 31, 9 – 11:30 AM
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 9 AM – 2 PM

Monday, Feb. 1 thru Friday, Feb. 5, 9 AM – 2 PM
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 5 – 7 PM

St. Joseph Catholic School

Our Saviour Catholic School

Palm Bay | (321) 723-8866 | www.st-joe-school.org

Cocoa Beach | (321) 783-2330 | www.oursaviourschool.org

Sunday, Jan. 31, 9 AM – 12 PM

Tuesday, Feb. 2, 9 AM – 2 PM

Divine Mercy Catholic Academy

St. Mary’s Catholic School

Merritt Island | (321) 452-0263 | www.dmccs.org

Rockledge | (321) 636-4208 | www.stmarys-school.org

Monday, Feb. 1, 9 AM – 2 PM

Tuesday, Feb. 2, 9 AM – 2 PM and 5 – 7 PM

Melbourne Central Catholic
High School

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School

Melbourne | (321) 727-0793 | www.melbournecc.org

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 9 AM – 12 PM*

MCC Hustler High School Student Day
*RSVP Required. Call (321) 727-0793,
mccadmissionsinfo@melbournecc.org

Academic Achievement | Moral Responsibility
Leadership | Faith Formation

Indialantic | (321) 773-1630 | www.hnj-school.org

Thursday, Feb. 4, 9 AM – 2 PM and 5 – 7 PM

Ascension Catholic School
Melbourne | (321) 254-5495 | www.ascensioncatholicsch.org

Thursday, Feb. 4, 9 AM – 2 PM

Monday, Feb. 1, 9 AM – 2 PM and 5 – 7 PM

St. Teresa Catholic School

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School

Titusville | (321) 267-1643 | www.stteresa-titusville.org

Melbourne | (321) 723-3631 | www.ollmelbourne.org

Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org | Brevard County Catholic Schools serve students in Pre-K through grade 12.
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BE PART OF SOMETHING GREAT.
Your generosity inspires us to go beyond “what is”
and strive for what can and should be.
Through our work in Education, Income and Health–
the building blocks of a good life–we are focused on what
it takes to be self-sufficient, and working to help people
help themselves. Our goal is to create long-lasting change
by addressing underlying causes of community problems.
Everyone wins when kids succeed in school, and when adults
can secure jobs, manage their finances and provide a healthy
environment for their families.

United Way
pick up BBN
1/04/16
This
is your opportunity
to make a difference. We can
page
16
inspire hope for those in need and create opportunities
for a better
tomorrow.
FULL
COLOR
PLEASE MAKE A GIFT TODAY!

Sorensen Moving
new ad emailed
FULL COLOR

United Way of Brevard
937 Dixon Blvd • Cocoa, FL 32922

UWBREVARD.ORG

FACEBOOK.COM/UNITEDWAYBREVARD

@UNITEDWAYCOCOA

R Cash R Check (payable to United Way of Brevard)
R Credit Card (Visit www.uwbrevard.org and click the give button)

I’ll support United Way with a gift of $________
Name:
Address:
Keep me informed - email me:

UNITED WAY OF BREVARD (REGISTRATION #CH14) PROVIDED NO GOODS OR SERVICES, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, FOR THIS CONTRIBUTION. NO PROFESSIONAL SOLICITORS WERE HIRED TO RAISE THESE
FUNDS. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE
BBN15
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Mail to: UNITED WAY OF BREVARD • 937 DIXON BLVD, COCOA, FL 32922 • WWW.UWBREVARD.ORG

Someything
Barbara C. Wall
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President | Broker/Owner

Prudential Sterling Properties

2000 Highway A1A,
new ad emailed
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937

SERV

SERV

ICE

ICE

321-951-4354

1480 Palm Bay Rd. NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905
info@PIPCanDoIt.com Ř www.PIPCanDoIt.com
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Barbara@BarbaraWall.com | www.BarbaraWall.com
An independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates Inc.
Not Affiliated with Prudential. Prudential marks used under license.

FULL COLOR

ICE

SERV

Direct 321-308-0335 | Cell 321-749-2444 | Fax 321-768-2891

Uniform Mart
pick up BBN
1/04/16
page 6
FULL COLOR

Medical &
EMT Supplies
Medical & EMT Supplies

Uniforms  Shoes  Accessories
Melbourne Shopping Center
1387 S. Babcock Steet

676-0000

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

Barbara Wall
pick up BBN
12/28/15
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Space Coast Early Intervention Center
Continued from page 11
words, improved by an average of 3.1 years; memory
among clients with moderate cognitive weakness improved by 25 percentile points; and overall cognitive
performance among clients previously diagnosed with
learning problems improved by 23 percentile points.
The before–and–after tests also showed that these
improvements were retained in one–year follow–up
testing.
One of the many things that has made SCEIC a long–
running success in the county is its low student–to–
teacher ratio, which means more individualized care for
every child. “The fact that we have three teachers in the
classroom for fewer than 20 students is a very significant
thing,” said Clark, who previously served as a volunteer
member of the board of directors for SCEIC, and as a
spokesperson for Children and Adults with Attention
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder.
SCEIC is an Accredited Professional Preschool
Learning Environment. It holds the “Gold Seal Quality for
preschools.” The accreditation is awarded by the Florida
Association for Child Care Management. The Gold Seal
status means that SCEIC has taken additional steps to
surpass the minimum local state and county licensing
requirements to ensure the highest quality educational
environment for your child, Clark said.
Research shows that a high–quality preschool program
will enhance a child’s development. Music, drama, and
creative play are incorporated into SCEIC’s daily curriculum. The staff is professionally trained to support students

with a variety of needs in early childhood education.
While SCEIC serves a wide population of students, one
segment that is growing faster than others is youngsters
with autism. “We started off being predominantly a
preschool for children with Down’s syndrome, and later we
served a sizable physically handicapped population. Right
now, we have a lot of students with autism and other
disorders,” said Clark, whose school has a 15,000–square–
foot handicapped–accessible outdoor playground that
provides children with space to run and play.
Autism may affect as many as 1 in 45 American
children, according to a new survey released by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National
Center for Health Statistics.
The report said as of 2014, some 2.2 percent of American children had received a diagnosis on the Autism
Spectrum. The survey asked parents of children ages 3 to
17 around the nation if they were ever told by a doctor or
health professional that their child had autism, intellectual disability, or other development disabilities. By
comparison, similar data from 2011 to 2013 found an
autism prevalence rate of 1.2 percent, according to the
report.

“What we would like to do is build a larger school, or
locate to an existing facility, in order to be a one–stop
center in the community where every child can learn and
grow, and we can offer all the therapies on campus. That’s
our long–term goal,” she said.
The two main sources of revenue for SCEIC are tuition
and fund–raisers. “Because of our donor support, we are
able to keep tuition comparable to other private preschools
in the area. About 60 percent of our budget comes from
tuition. The other 40 percent comes from grants and two
major fund–raisers each year (Tim Wakefield Celebrity
Golf Classic, and Cycle Jam),” said Clark.
SCEIC is looking to bolster its grant–writing program,
she added. “We’re hoping to increase the number of
government grants that we write. We’re pulling resources
from wherever we can to continue growing.”
Donations from individuals and businesses over the
years have played a central role in SCEIC’s ability to
expand its programs, facilities, and services. “When we
keep our donors enthusiastic about the future of SCEIC, I
think they will want to continue to support the organization. The board is excited about our vision going forward,
as are our benefactors.

Friends Board Meeting Jan. 11 at Satellite Beach Public Library
The Satellite Beach Public Library at 751 Jamaica Blvd. will host the Friends Board Meeting at 2 p.m. on Monday,
Jan. 11. This will be the final meeting before the library’s annual Book Sale, set for Feb. 3–6. For more information on
this meeting, call Polly at 426–9027.

NeedHealth
to lower your
insurance
costs?
Free
Benefits
Analysis
Individuals, Small & Large Employers
6PDOO /DUJH(PSOR\HUV,QGLYLGXDOV

We have the expertise to answer your questions regarding ACA requirements and
the new Small
Group
Plans
(2 - 100
beginning
in 2016.
Intercoastal Insurance,
Inc. has
many
partners
thatinsured)
enable us
to provide
you with
Intercoastal
Insurance,
Inc.
has
many
partners
that
enable
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to with
provide
the most competitive rates and benefits. We provide business solutions
a you
with the most
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benefits.
We provide
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service-oriented
approach
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as well business
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with a service oriented approach for small and large employers.
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usCertified
provide you
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free analysis of all your benefits!

321-253-2662

info@intercoastalinsurance.com
Cynthia
R. Dropeski
Cynthia R. Dropeski, RHU, REBC, GBDS,
President,
32 years experience

Julie Chiles, Agent,
18REBC,
years experience
321-253-2662
RHU,
GBDS, President

Proud to be an Authorized Agent
for Health First Insurance
Individual & Family PPO policies
include free gym membership

Call Intercoastal
today for a quote!

Individual
Let’s make a plan together.

19 years experience
690 Eau GallieTonya
Blvd.Snodgrass, Agent,\HDUVH[SHULHQFH
Melbourne, FL
32935
info@intercoastalinsurance.com
690 Eau Gallie Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935
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GET IT DONE!

Take a tour. Get a gift.
During the month of January, schedule
a facility tour at myPHF.org/tours
and receive a free gift!

MELBOURNE
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Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 5 am to 10 pm
Friday: 5 am to 9 pm
Saturday: 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday: 8 am to 5 pm

MERRITT ISLAND



PALM BAY
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Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home and Crematory
Continued from page 1
Brownlie and Bert Maxwell joined the firm in the late
1940s after returning from service in the U.S. Navy.
Their sons, Michael Brownlie and Greg Maxwell,
became the third generation of the family to be in the
funeral business in Melbourne. And another generation,
the fourth, already is involved in the business. Ryan
Brownlie, Michael Brownlie’s son, a University of North
Florida graduate, who also graduated from mortuary
school and is a licensed funeral director, works alongside
family members at the funeral home.
For many years, since her teen days, Greg Maxwell’s
mother, the beloved Betty Jean Brownlie Maxwell,
played the funeral home’s organ. “My mother was the
drum majorette at Melbourne High School,” he said.
“Betty Jean led the band,” added Michael Brownlie. “She
was the main attraction. People would come from all over
the area to see her perform. And she could strut, bending
way, way back.”
A lot of companies like to talk about building long–
lasting customer relationships. Michael Brownlie and
Greg Maxwell have been doing that spanning generations. What has driven their decades of success? “You
have to have the trust of the community,” said Michael
Brownlie. “When someone says, ‘here’s my mother, please
take care of her,’ they are putting their full trust in you
and in your business. That trust takes a while to build up
in the community. Trust is absolutely the key to building
a successful funeral–home business.”
Families and individuals have long trusted Brownlie–
Maxwell Funeral Home. It is the largest volume single
funeral home in East Central Florida, said Michael
Brownlie.
“My father said he was often asked to expand and
open a second funeral home in Cocoa, but he never did,”
said Michael Brownlie. “He wanted to devote all of his
energy to one funeral home and thought that expansion
into another area might stretch the business too far. His
philosophy was to run one funeral home and to be the
very best at doing that.”
Roughly 86 percent of funeral homes in the U.S. are
privately owned by families or individuals, like the
Brownlies and the Maxwells. The remaining 14 percent
are owned by publicly traded companies, such as Service
Corp. International, which controls about 12 percent of
the market nationally, according to the National Funeral
Directors Association’s 2014 “Trends and Statistics”
report. “There are more small towns than big towns, so
there are more funeral homes that are locally owned,”
said Michael Brownlie.
Like most businesses, the funeral and burial industry
has changed over the years. One of the biggest changes is
that the rate of cremation continues to increase and is
now overtaking burials.
The national rate of cremation is projected to surpass
that of burial in 2015, says a report by the National
Funeral Directors Association. According to the 2013 final
data in the report, the rate of cremation was 45.4 percent
and the rate of burial was 48.7 percent.
When the 2015 rates of cremation and burial are
tallied, they are projected to be 48.5 percent and 45.6
percent, respectively. Should the 2015 projections bear
JANUARY 11, 2016

out, the cremation rates will have increased by more than
50 percent over the last 10 years. “Cremation has already
overtaken burials in this region,” said Michael Brownlie.
“That’s certainly true for coastal Florida. One of the
drivers of that is pricing,” added Greg Maxwell, whose
funeral home offers direct cremation for $875. A cremation and memorial is $1,400, and cremation with a
service is $2,150.
The two funeral–home owners say there are a number
of reasons why consumers choose cremation, including
cost considerations, environmental concerns, fewer
religious prohibitions, and changing consumer preferences, such as a desire for less ritualized funerals.
“In the ‘Bible Belt’ of America, cremation is not as
prevalent,” said Michael Brownlie. “In the big cities, and
in Florida, where there is a transient population,
cremation is far more prevalent. In Brevard County, the
cremation rate could be as high as 75 percent.”
The majority of families who choose cremation also
commemorate their loved one’s life: 28 percent chose to
have a funeral with viewing before cremation and 37
percent have a memorial service after, according to the
2015 NFDA “Cremation and Burial Report.” Some like to
scatter ashes in areas the decreased enjoyed or treasured.
Greg Maxwell said the “Inlet is a popular spot for the
scattering of ashes and for ceremonies of loved ones.”
When talking about their own funerals, more than
one–half of adults 40 and older would encourage their
loved ones to plan a funeral or memorial ceremony.
The cemeteries Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home
regularly service include: Florida Memorial Gardens,
Fountainhead Memorial Park, Brevard Memorial Park,
St. Joseph’s Church Cemetery, Melbourne Cemetery, Eau
Gallie Cemetery, and Flemming–Grant Cemetery. It can
also arrange services at other cemeteries in Florida.
The new Cape Canaveral National Cemetery in
Scottsmoor, Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell and
the new South Florida National Cemetery in West Lake
Worth are the closest veterans’ facilities offering plots to
honorably discharged veterans and their spouses at no
cost.
Flowers have always been and will continue to be an
important part of funeral services. Bereaved families and
funeral directors feel flowers and plants offer comfort
during and after funerals, studies show. But the use of
floral tributes in funeral services is not what it used to be,
said Greg Maxwell. “Years ago, we would make two,
three or even four trips to the cemetery to take the
flowers that were sent for the burial services. We don’t
see that as much anymore. A service with 10 to 15 sets of
flowers would be a lot today for a service. Most of the
times it’s a half–dozen.”
Instead of flowers, many families now request
donations be made to hospice houses and other favorite
charities of the deceased.
A small percentage of funeral directors’ time is spent
preparing bodies of the deceased for disposition. The
overwhelming majority of their time is spent working
directly with families. For this reason, the funeral
industry is referred to as a “human service profession.”
Both Greg Maxwell and Michael Brownlie are

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

graduates of mortuary schools. Each state has its own
licensing regulations governing entry as a funeral
director. Most require a combination of post–secondary
education, typically an associate degree in funeral service
education, and passage of the National Board Examination. They must also serve an internship for one or two
years.
“When Michael and I were licensed, the schools were a
little different than they are now,” said Greg Maxwell.
“Back then, you had to do an apprentice for three years at
a funeral home, where you gained hands–on experience.
Then you would go to mortuary school. At that time, it
was a year–long program.” That was followed with
another year of apprenticeship and more testing before
securing the funeral director’s license.
Today, a number of colleges around the state,
including Florida State College in Jacksonville, offer
A.S. degrees in funeral services. Students study the
sciences, including microbiology and pathology, business
and funeral–home management, funeral directing,
accounting, law and ethics, and funeral–service psychology and counseling.
The Florida licensure process requires passing the
National Board Examination, serving a one–year
internship under the direction of a licensed funeral–home
director and embalmer, and passing a Florida examination on rules and regulation governing the industry.
On a national basis, there are generally more jobs
available than there are licensed funeral directors,
according to the American Board of Funeral Service
Education, which accredits the institutions of programs of
funeral service education. However, this varies from
region to region and from town to town. Funeral service is
a profession that most people enter only after having had
a positive personal experience.
“We grew up in this business,” said Greg Maxwell.
“We knew this was going to be our profession.”
No one likes to think about funerals, but an increasing
number of adults find that preparing for the inevitable is
a wise decision. Planning one’s funeral in advance allows
individuals to do their homework and select a funeral
home that will meet the emotional and financial needs of
their family.
The national median cost of a funeral for calendar
year 2014 was $7,841, according to the National Funeral
Directors Association’s member survey. If a vault is
included, something that’s typically required by a
cemetery, the median cost is $8,508. This fee does not
take into account cemetery, monument or marker costs,
or miscellaneous cash–advance charges, such as for
flowers or an obituary.
Brownlie–Maxwell Funeral Home is very active in
supporting the community and helping various organizations, including Easter Seals, Downtown Melbourne
Merchants Association, the Melbourne Regional Chamber of Commerce, Health First Hospice, Kiwanis, and
Rotary, among others. “We are firmly dedicated to the
South Brevard community and involved in it,” said
Michael Brownlie, adding that he and Maxwell have their
business positioned to “serve the community for many
years into the future.”
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Diamonds
seal the deal every time!

Looking for the perfect engagement ring, anniversary gift or a little something to congratulate yourself for a job well done?
Wesche Jewelers has the largest selection of diamond and gemstone jewelry and superior customer service,
including an expert goldsmith and talented jewelry designer on staff for all your jewelry repair and design needs.
Visit us on North Wickham Road....we’re the big building with the little prices.

8145 N. Wickham Road • Melbourne • 321-254-5441 • weschejewelers.com

