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By Ken Datzman

TITUSVILLE — Over the last five decades, North Brevard

Charities Sharing Center Inc. has uplifted the lives of many

people through its dedicated work in the community helping low–

income residents, the homeless, elderly citizens, and others in

need.

Now, through a renovation and reuse project, the nonprofit

entity is going to uplift the 100–year–old historically significant

home that the Ellerbe W. Carter family lived in for many years in

Titusville.

Carter, a prominent North Brevard businessman and civic

leader, died at the age of 86 on Oct. 11, 1972. Before coming here

in 1946, and establishing East Coast Realty Co., a brokerage

firm, he lived in Alabama, Virginia, and Kentucky.

The 3,200–square–foot Carter home, built about a block from

Main Street, is located at 126 Grannis Ave. The two–story wood

house was constructed in the “cracker–vernacular” style and

reflects Florida living at the turn of the century.

This project is sure to add value to the surrounding properties,

while also generating a new revenue stream for North Brevard

Charities Sharing Center, which will rent office space to groups

once the renovation is finished. The money will go toward

funding a temporary homeless shelter for the community.

“This is going to be a showcase project that the entire commu-

nity can be proud of and can become involved in,” said Joe

Robinson, the executive director of North Brevard Charities

Sharing Center.

“We plan to turn the home into a community–resource center,

in the sense that we will be renting office space to small groups

and organizations. If someone wants to have a group–discussion

session, or conduct a seminar, or just rent a classroom for a

function, we’ll be able to accommodate them.”

The outdoor area will be designed to host weddings and

receptions, he added. The home is situated in a wooded area of

more than half an acre. “To have the restored Carter home in the

background for a wedding or a social function would be beautiful

setting,” he said.

In the past, the Carter Family Home was often used as a

community gathering place for social occasions that ranged from

dinner parties to large family reunions.

The first objective of the restoration project, said Robinson,

who has devoted his career to helping less fortunate people in the

community, “is to raise funds to purchase a tarp to cover the roof

Joe Robinson is executive director of North Brevard Charities Sharing Center and Gloria Vines–Wilkinson is deputy director.
They are at the Ellerbe W. Carter Family Home on Grannis Avenue in Titusville. Carter was a prominent North Brevard
businessman and civic leader. The nonprofit organization plans to restore the 100–year–old home. It was gifted to North
Brevard Charities Sharing Center to be rehabilitated for community reuse. It will become a community–resource center. The
first order of business is raising about $3,000 to purchase a tarp to cover the home and prevent rain from dripping inside.
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North Brevard Charities
raising money to restore
Carter home in Titusville
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OF EXCELLENCE
For All Your Orthopaedic, Spine, Neurology, 

Chiropractic & Interventional Pain Needs
hopaedic, Sppini e,e NNeueurorolologygy,, 

& Interrveventntioi naal ll PPaPainin NNeeeedsds

The B.A.C.K. Center is Central Florida’s comprehensive Orthopaedic and Spine Care
Center with an international reputation. Our world class providers are leading the
way with new technologies, including stem cell utilization, surgical innovations and
many other research, development and treatment options that are all combined with
compassionate, patient-centric care. With empathy and respect, we listen, educate
and inform our patients to make the best choices for themselves, to be part of their
own care team and to create successful outcomes.

We listen, we deliver, we care.

OUR SERVICES OUR PROVIDERS
Spine Care & Physiatry
Non-Operative Spine Procedures
Chiropractic Services
Osteoporosis Clinic
Acupuncture
Interventional Pain Management

Devin Datta, MD
Richard Hynes, MD, FACS

Steven Ortiz, MDS
Farhan Zaidi, MD
Anne Gregg, PA-C

Lizamar Korfhage, PA-C, CST, MMS
Casey Langel, PA-C

Damien Velez, MPAS, PA-C
Susan Ville, DC, DABCO

Melbourne
2222 South Harbor City Blvd
Melbourne, Fl 32901

Merritt Island
650 S. Courtney Pkwy | Suite 100
Melbourne, Fl 32952

TWO LOCATIONS:

To make an appointment, please call

Go online to make appointments, refill prescriptions & more!

www.thebackcenter.net

You can count on us to work tirelessly to earn
the privilege to be your “first choice” for all 

your family’s musculoskeletal care.

You can count on us to work tirelessly to earn
the privilege to be your “first choice” for all 

your family’s musculoskeletal care.

CENTERS
FIRST CHOICE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS PRESENTS

an count on us to work tirelessly to

Our physicians are committed to delivering superior patient-centric care,
specializing in total joint reconstruction, sports medicine, total shoulder
reconstruction, hand trauma, Parkinson’s, MS and interventional pain medicine.

To make an appointment, please call

OUR SERVICES OUR PROVIDERS
Orthopedic Surgery
Total Joint
Fracture Care
Sports Medicine
Neurology
Balance Disorders
Parkinson’s | MS
EEG | EMG | NCV | VNG
Facet Blocks | Epidurals
Interventional Pain Management
Non-Surgical Treatments
On-Site MRI | X-RAY | DME

Anthony J. Lombardo, MD, FAAOS
Board Certified | Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

Richard J. Harrison, MD, FAAOS
Board Certified | Orthopaedic Surgery, Sports Medicine

& Hand Surgery

Donald Vliegenthart, MD, FAAOS
Non-Operative Orthopaedics

Richard P. Newman, MD, FAAN
Medical Director; Board Certified | Neurology

709 South Harbor City Blvd. | Suite 100 | Melbourne, Fl 32901
Located on the Indian River between Melbourne & Eau Gallie Causeways

www.myfcmg.com
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By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications

GAINESVILLE — For his 40 years of groundbreaking

work on nutrient cycling in wetlands aquatic systems,

the chairman of the University of Florida Institute of

Food and Agricultural Sciences soil and water sciences

department has been named a winner of the National

Wetlands Award.

Professor K. Ramesh Reddy is among five recipients of

this year’s National Wetlands Awards, given by the

Environmental Law Institute. Now in its 27th year, the

program has recognized nearly 200 people from across

the country for their exceptional and innovative contribu-

tions to wetlands conservation. The award recipients

were honored May 11 in Washington, D.C., during

American Wetlands Month.

“As we walk through a wetland, we all admire

beautiful plants, flowers, birds and other wildlife, and

flowing water, but we rarely think about the ‘living soil’

under our feet,” Reddy said. “The chemical and biological

processes in the soil essentially control the majority of

functions and ecosystem services that provide wetlands.

This is similar to the ‘brain’ orchestrating the many

functions of human body.

He added, “My passion for wetlands was influenced by

my early work on rice paddies when I pursued the goal of

sustainable food production through maximizing

fertilizer use efficiency. The biological and chemical

processes I studied in these paddy soils formed the

foundation of my understanding of complex hidden

internal processes (now called biogeochemistry) in

wetland soils.”

The recipients of the 2016 Awards are on the forefront

of protecting wetland resources in the face of climate

change and development, ELI President Scott Fulton

said in a news release distributed by the organization.

“Through their dedication and achievements, they

inspire wetlands protection across the country and

worldwide,” Fulton said.

UF’s Reddy among five recipients of National Wetlands Award; soil and water sciences chairman honored
For more than 40 years, Reddy “has led

groundbreaking research on the biogeochemical cycling of

nutrients in natural and managed wetland and aquatic

ecosystems, particularly in the Florida Everglades,”

according to material from the ELI. “He is a renowned

biogeochemist, mentor and leader in wetland science. He

promoted an integrated approach to wetland science that

included biogeochemistry in research and education.”

Reddy also has co–authored a book, “Biogeochemistry

of Wetlands: Science and Applications,” and he has

written more than 350 peer–reviewed papers. Reddy has

served on the National Research Council Committee of

the National Academy of Sciences for an independent

review of the Everglades Restoration and he currently

serves on the U.S. EPA Science Advisory Board’s

Ecological Processes and Effects Committee.

The National Wetlands Awards are presented

annually to people who have excelled in wetlands

protection, restoration and education. The program is

administered by the Environmental Law Institute and

supported by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service,

Natural Resources Conservation Service, National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries and

the Federal Highway Administration.

The winners selected by a committee of 12 to 18

wetlands experts from around the country, including

representatives from each federal supporting agency,

members of the conservation and business communities

and representatives from state and local government.

Salvation Army of Melbourne seeks sponsors for its‘Giving Hope Gala’
set Aug. 27 at Hilton Melbourne Rialto; to benefit the Pridmore Center

The Salvation Army of Melbourne is seeking sponsors

for its fourth annual “Giving Hope Gala” to benefit the

Sue M. Pridmore Center for Homeless Women and

Children, Brevard County’s only transition shelter of its

kind for women.

The Gala is set for Saturday, Aug. 27 at the Hilton

Melbourne Rialto Place.

Endowed by Sue M. Pridmore, a lifelong Salvation

Army supporter, the Pridmore Center provides shelter,

food, spiritual comfort and emotional support to homeless

women, with or without children. It also offers a wide

range of life–skills training to help its residents success-

fully transition into the local community and become

productive, self–sufficient individuals.

The “Golden Days of Hollywood” is the theme for the

evening’s event. The program will feature a red–carpet

entrance and entertainment by the 22–piece “Swingtime

Band,” an affiliate of the Melbourne Municipal Band,

along with dinner and dancing, live and silent auctions,

and raffles.

Sponsorships range from $500 to $10,000 and include

event admission, publicity and recognition, based on

sponsor levels.

Interested sponsors should contact Sheron Carrier at

726–9871 or send an e–mail message to her at

SheronDCarrier@att.net. The web address is

www.GivingHopeGala4.eventbrite.com.

The Sue M. Pridmore Center is named in honor of the

lifelong Salvation Army supporter who, along with her

husband, endowed funding for the building. In fiscal year

2014–2015, the Sue M. Pridmore Center provided shelter

for 135 women and children at an expense of $315,000.

The Salvation Army of Melbourne serves the South

Brevard County communities of Grant–Valkaria,

Indialantic, Indian Harbour Beach, Satellite Beach,

Malabar, Micco, Melbourne, Melbourne Beach, Palm Bay

and West Melbourne. Ninety–three cents of every dollar

raised goes to individuals and families needing assis-

tance in these communities.

Each year, the post provides social services and

disaster assistance to more than 41,000 individuals who

utilize its food pantry or obtain housing assistance.

UBS Starkey

new ad emailed
ENHANCE PHOTO

FULL COLOR

Pleased to 
announce
The formation of  
Compass Wealth Management Group

©UBS 2016. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. 1.00_Ad_9.8x3_TP0511_StaT

ab

Timothy L. Nunno Todd Starkey
First Vice President– Senior Vice President–
Wealth Management Wealth Management 

Compass Wealth Management Group
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Marina Towers
709 South Harbor City Boulevard, 5th Floor
Melbourne, FL 32901
321-722-5438

ubs.com/team/compass
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If our gatekeepers can’t function effectively and properly, we are doomed
By Barry Jason Mauer
UCF Forum columnist

Andrew Wakefield, a British doctor who lost his

medical license in 2010, falsely claimed in a 1998 scientific

paper published in “The Lancet” that measles, mumps and

rubella vaccines cause autism and Crohn’s disease. His

claims, though bogus, were widely reported and led to a

decline in vaccination rates and new outbreaks of measles

and mumps.

“The Lancet” was right to retract Wakefield’s article

after the UK’s General Medical Council tribunal proved it

was fraudulent. The council was right to take Wakefield off

the medical registry. Though they didn’t catch the fraud

before it was published, The Lancet and the council are

gatekeepers and it is their job to restrict what counts as

knowledge, what counts as acceptable behavior, and who

counts as an expert.

Gatekeepers are vital to a healthy society, but in order

to function properly, gatekeepers must be committed to the

public interest rather than to private interests, and they

must have the power to intervene decisively to prevent the

misuse of information. Our gatekeepers must credit good

ideas and discredit bad ones.

So when journalists — themselves gatekeepers —

report on Wakefield, they must tell the story as a story of

fraud. To do otherwise is malpractice. Yet many journalists

still report the story as being about conflicting viewpoints

or about uncertainty in regards to the safety of vaccines.

They quote some people who believe Wakefield and others

who don’t.

These journalists justify their work as “balanced” and

“objective.” But journalists are wrong to follow this logic.

Balance and objectivity are phantoms. Journalists should

uphold truth and the public interest. Anything less poisons

our civic discourse.

We have gatekeepers in many areas of society.

In my field, English literature, gatekeepers such as

scholars, editors and critics, decide what literature enters

the canon and gets published in textbooks. Teachers

determine what textbooks to assign. We can and should

interrogate the methods by which these gatekeepers make

their decisions, but it is wrong to argue that gatekeepers

are unnecessary.

With far too much writing in the world to teach in a

thousand lifetimes, let alone in one semester, we need

people to help us filter it according to some set of prin-

ciples.

The gatekeeper’s job is now more difficult than it has

been for decades, if not for centuries. The Internet and

social media allow people to avoid gatekeepers entirely and

post any junk they like in any number of forums. There is

so much information that it is nearly impossible to

determine whether many or even most significant claims

being circulated are true. Misinformation, like the claim

that vaccines cause autism, spreads like wildfire on the

internet and it is almost impossible to stop it.

Furthermore, budget cuts and increasing privatization

weaken the power of gatekeepers. Government regulatory

agencies and academic departments have been reduced

and sometimes captured by private interests. When

regulators allied to coal companies refuse to do their jobs

properly, miners die and the environment suffers. When

economics professors claim that tax cuts for the rich

stimulate the economy and produce more revenue for

states — the so–called “Laffer curve” — they act like foxes

guarding the henhouse of the public’s interest. When

gatekeepers are incompetent or corrupt, we all lose.

Despite the continued weakening of our gatekeeping

institutions, we hear absurd claims from psychologist

Jonathan Haidt that academia has become too insular, too

liberal, and that its lack of ideological diversity is the

problem. But academia is only beneficial if it holds to its

gatekeeper function and filters out bad ideas.

Not all diversity is good. Should history departments

hire Holocaust deniers and slavery apologists? Should

biology departments hire creationists and eugenicists?

Should medical schools hire teachers who believe that

disease is caused by curses and wicked spells? Should

political science departments hire people who claim the

president is the Antichrist?

It seems to me that the most damaging corruption

about gatekeepers in our nation is occurring within

mainstream journalism, some of which has itself been

weakened by irresponsible corporate ownership, the rise of

politically biased “news,” hate radio and blogs, loss of

money for investigative reporting, and the shifts away

from traditional news media toward newsfeeds and

aggregators.

The dominant narrative in the media, that “both sides”

are responsible for the political dysfunction in the country,

enables the plutocrats, fundamentalists and racists to

wreak havoc on the country while it tarnishes the

whistleblowers who, for years, even decades, have correctly

identified the sources of the nation’s problems.

The shift from a print–based culture to an electronic

culture brings with it many challenges. Perhaps the most

serious, more serious even than privacy and surveillance,

is the increasingly gloomy fate of our gatekeepers. If they

can’t function effectively, we are doomed.

Barry Jason Mauer is an associate professor
in the UCF Department of English. He can be
reached at Barry.Mauer@UCF.edu.

Cocoa to honor fallen heroes on Memorial Day; special program scheduled
Colonel (ret.) Robert Harvey and Chief Master Sgt. Boston Alexander, both of the U.S. Air Force, will be the featured

guest speakers at the City of Cocoa’s annual Memorial Day tribute event at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, May 30, on the main

stage of Riverfront Park in Cocoa. The program will begin with a military parade through the streets of Cocoa Village at

5:45 p.m., with special grand marshal Ed Lanni, a retired captain of the Merchant Marines and longtime Cocoa resident.

The parade will end in the side field of Riverfront Park along Harrison Street, where from 6:15 to 8:15 p.m., there will be

displays from various re–enactment groups and military groups.

The formal stage presentation and tribute event will begin on the main stage in Riverfront Park with opening

remarks from Cocoa Mayor Henry Parrish III, and feature guest speakers, a flag–folding ceremony, a 21–one gun salute,

playing of taps, a moment of silence and more. The annual event is known in the community as providing “a traditional

tribute to those men and women that have bravely given their lives for our freedom.” Riverfront Park is the location

where two Medal of Honor recipient statues stand — Emory L. Bennett, who died in combat in 1951; and Stg. First Class

Melvin Morris, who was recently awarded the honor by President Barack Obama in 2014 for his valorous actions in

combat in 1969 in Vietnam. “I am proud to serve for a community that holds this annual event to honor our true heroes,

the men and women that have given the ultimate sacrifice so that we can enjoy our freedom every day,” said Parrish.

“The community is invited to attend and pay tribute to our heroes.” For more information on the Memorial Day Tribute

and Parade, contact NeoDasha Harris, special–events coordinator, at 635–7702 or NHarris@CocoaFL.org.
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ALL DATA COURTESY OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 18TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
Honorable Morgan Laur Reinman

Mark S. Peters, Esquire for the Petitioner Tim Michaud
Jennifer A. Jacobs, Esquire for the Respondent Aimee Lynn Casey

To Be Continued ...

 81
  

 
1         allow Ms. Casey to have Christmas break with her

 
2         daughter, that you permit going forward for her to

 
3         have regular ongoing one-weekend-per-month

 
4         timesharing with the child, unsupervised, and that

 
5         you -- as well as that they split holidays.

 
6              If Your Honor is not inclined to do that, then

 
7         we would ask that you follow Ross and Grigsby and at

 
8         least tell Ms. Casey what it is specifically that

 
9         she needs to prove to this Court to be able to get

 
10         to that point.

 
11              This is only a temporary motion.  We do still

 
12         have a final hearing.  And if the Court is not

 
13         inclined to allow her that timeshare now, we would

 
14         hope that she knows exactly what she needs to do

 
15         come time that final hearing.

 
16              Thank you, Your Honor.

 
17              THE COURT:  Okay.

 
18              Closing argument, Mr. Peters?

 
19              MR. PETERS:  Thank you, Judge.

 
20              On behalf of my client, I think it's important

 
21         that the Court note that it's hard to address

 
22         today's motions without a review of some of the

 
23         history that has brought us to this point.

 
24              From a pleading standpoint there is a petition

 
25         for modification pending before the Court which I

 

 82
  

 
1         don't know is yet set for trial, but needs to be.

 
2         And these issues need to be addressed in more than

 
3         kind a perfunctory drive-by fashion.

 
4              The order that was entered in June of 2013

 
5         consists of some 24 pages.  If the Court looks at

 
6         the pleadings that have been filed in this case --

 
7         I've got 13 volumes of pleadings in this case with

 
8         over 469 separate filings that have occurred since

 
9         this final judgment was entered.

 
10              The order that was entered by Judge Maxwell,

 
11         which was subject to appeal, which resulted in it

 
12         being per curiam affirmed, is detailed.  And it's

 
13         hard not to address that order as part of today's

 
14         hearing because there are such detailed findings.

 
15              The order specifically provides in paragraph P,

 
16         that Dr. Day's report says the former wife has

 
17         deliberately and maliciously made false allegations

 
18         concerning sexual abuse.

 
19              The order in paragraph O specifically provides

 
20         that no one other than Dr. Day is to have

 
21         discussions concerning these allegations of sexual

 
22         abuse.

 
23              Paragraph R specifically finds that the wife

 
24         caused third parties to file abuse allegations in

 
25         Massachusetts and Florida in 2011, that the wife,

 

 83
  

 
1         when she had the child out of state -- in

 
2         paragraph T -- specifically refused to return the

 
3         child to the state of Florida despite court orders

 
4         to do so, and an order entered in April of 2011,

 
5         requiring her to turn the child over in

 
6         Massachusetts.

 
7              The order, because of these abuses, required

 
8         that the wife have restricted information concerning

 
9         the child, that the wife was misleading to the court

 
10         about her possession of Dr. Day's report.

 
11              And in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 5, and 7 of that

 
12         order, the wife was found in contempt on separate

 
13         issues by the court concerning her behavior and her

 
14         actions.

 
15              There were requirements set forth in the

 
16         report.  Paragraph 10 of the report requires that

 
17         the wife stay in therapy.  There's been no testimony

 
18         presented to the Court about that today.

 
19              Paragraph 11 required that she have no contact

 
20         with various sources, including media.  Paragraph 12

 
21         restricted her access to records and reports,

 
22         documents concerning her daughter.

 
23              And paragraph 16 set forth supervised

 
24         visitation, and the husband's right, in

 
25         paragraph 17, to suspend communication of testimony

 



MAY 30, 2016Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 6

Junior Achievement
pick up BBN

5/23/16
page 18

FULL COLOR Brenner
pick up BBN

5/2/16
page 2

FULL COLOR

National Realty
pick up BBN

4/25/16
page 13

FULL COLOR

Barbara Wall
pick up BBN

5/16/16
page 6

FULL COLOR

Sign up your     
teams today. June 11, 2016

NORTH BREVARD vs SOUTH BREVARD

Merritt Island  <  Shore Lanes Bowling Centers  >  Melbourne

Enter as many teams as you like for your employees, good fun and a good cause!  5 players per team

Your teams plays 2 Games at EITHER:    Shore Lanes Bowling Center at 4851 Dairy Rd., Melbourne, FL 32904  
          OR:   Shore Lanes Bowling Center at 600 N Courtenay Pkwy, Merritt Island, FL 32953

TOP 2 TEAMS play the Bowl-Off  FINAL for the championship at each location!
Register each team for $750.  Registration & Pay at www.JAbowlathon.com 

or mail payment to:  Junior Achievement of the Space Coast, 1275 South Patrick Drive, Ste A2, Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Prizes are also awarded for Best Team Uniforms so wear corporate, retro or wacky shirts.  Sponsorships Available! 
Your team fees and sponsorships support the mission of Junior Achievement of the Space Coast.

QUESTIONS?  Contact Anne Conroy-Baiter at aconroybaiter@jaspacecoast.org or  
call the JA Space Coast office at 321.777.0982 or visit www.jaspacecoast.org.

Fair Market Value for this event (non-deductible portion) is $16.75 per player.  Junior Achievement of the Space Coast is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.

NORTH TEAM CAPTAIN:  MIKE MCBRIDE SOUTH TEAM CAPTAIN:  BRENT PEOPLES

1 Night. 
2 Locations.

This year it’s 
personal!

5:30pm to 9:00pm 

 
 
  

Barbara C. Wall 
 

Broker Associate 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices FL Realty 
2000 Highway A1A  
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 
Direct 321-308-0335 | Cell 321-749-2444 | Fax 321-768-2891 
Barbara@BarbaraWall.com | www.BarbaraWall.com  

©2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, 
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.   

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
Serving Brevard Since 1965

2
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TALLAHASSEE — The “call for entries” is out for The

Florida Bar’s 2016 Media Awards competition. The

prestigious awards are presented annually to recognize

outstanding journalism that highlights the system of law

and justice as it affects the people of Florida.

Since 1955, The Florida Bar Media Awards have

honored top legal reporting. To sweeten the pot, monetary

prizes were added last year. The winners were: Noah

Pransky and Mike Deeson of WTSP–TV 10 News; Anna

Phillips of the “Tampa Bay Times”; Michael E. Miller of

the “Miami New Times,” and Larry Hannan of “The

Florida Times Union.”

Work submitted for consideration may include news

stories, series, features, editorials, blogs, documentaries,

columns, special sections — anything produced by a news

organization that deals with law and lawyers, courts, law

enforcement, the delivery of legal services, the effective-

ness of the justice system, the work of the organized Bar or

related matters. Any newspaper, radio station, blog,

television station, wire service or online–only media outlet

located in Florida is eligible to enter. The entry deadline is

June 27.

Entries must have been published or produced between

Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2015. Content of entries may be

current or historical, objective or analytical in nature.

Special consideration may be given to entries that demon-

strate courage or tenacity on the part of the news medium

or the journalists who produced the entry.

Reporters receiving first–place awards will take home

$500, and those receiving second place will get $250. If

multiple reporters are bylined on a winning entry, the cash

award will be divided evenly among them. Reporters who

choose not to accept the monetary prizes may opt to make

a donation to the First Amendment Foundation. All

winning reporters and their media outlets will receive

plaques.

Media organizations large and small are encouraged to

enter. Judging criteria are not based on the greatest

amount of resources used, but whether those resources

available are used well and to the fullest in the tradition of

outstanding journalism.

Awards are presented in four categories:

l Print:

Any nonopinion–based written news material whether

presented on paper or online

Any opinion–based written material, including blogs,

editorials and columns, whether presented on paper or

online

l Television:

Any broadcast story or series that investigates a single

issue.

Any broadcast story or series that continuously follows

a single subject/trial.

l Radio:

Any broadcast story or series that investigates a single

issue.

Any broadcast story or series that continuously follows

a single subject/trial.

l Online:

Any online–only story or series that investigates a

single issue.

Any online–only story or series that continuously

follows a single subject/trial.

The awards jury consists of an out–of–state broadcast

journalist, an out–of–state print journalist, two Florida

lawyers with substantial experience in journalism and/or

media law, and one Florida educator of journalism or law.

The determination of the awards jury is final and is not

reviewed by The Florida Bar. The Florida Bar does not

endorse the content of the winning entries.

In 2015, Martin Dyckman, who retired after 47 years at

the “St. Petersburg Times,” became the first recipient of

The Florida Bar’s Susan Spencer–Wendel Lifetime

Achievement Award for Excellence in Legal Journalism.

The award recognizes a Florida journalist or media outlet

for extensive coverage and/or commentary on the law, the

delivery of legal services and the justice system. The award

recipient will be selected by The Florida Bar’s Media &

Communications Law Committee from nomination letters.

The award will include a cash prize of $500 and travel

reimbursement to attend the awards ceremony.

Spencer–Wendel was a longtime “Palm Beach Post”

courts reporter who died in 2014 after a well–documented

fight with ALS. She received a lifetime achievement award

from The Florida Bar in 2012 and numerous media

awards from The Florida Bar, the Florida Press Club, the

Society of Professional Journalists and others throughout

her career.

The media awards will be presented by the president of

The Florida Bar at the annual Reporters’ Workshop dinner

on Sept. 19 in Tallahassee. Winners will be notified in

advance.

For additional information on The Florida Bar’s 61st

Annual Media Awards, contact public information

coordinator Karen Kirksey at (850) 561–5766 or

KKirksey@FloridaBar.org or visit the home page at

www.FloridaBar.org.

The Florida Bar issues ‘call for entries’ for annual Media Awards competition — cash prizes to winners

New Cocoa Beach police chief is a two–time graduate of Barry University
Two–time Barry University graduate Scott Rosenfeld became the new Cocoa Beach police chief on April 29. He

replaced Arthur Ayers, who served 31 years with Cocoa Beach.

Rosenfeld earned his bachelor’s degree in public administration in 2013 and then his master’s of public administration

degree in 2015, from Barry University.

Rosenfeld attended classes at the Cape Canaveral Campus located inside the Port Authority Maritime Center at

445 Challenger Road, Suite 109.

“Barry University’s public administration degrees are highly desirable for specialized fields such as police, fire, and

planning,” said Christina Davis, Barry University’s director of statewide recruitment and partnerships.

Barry University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and is a Catholic institution of

higher education founded in 1940 by the Adrian Dominican Sisters.
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Chamber to host Mid–Year Economic Update and cocktail reception June 15 at the Brevard Zoo
VIERA — The Melbourne Regional Chamber and Allen

& Company of Florida Inc. will present a special “Mid–

Year Economic Update” featuring guest speaker Peter

Ricchiuti from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 15, at the

Brevard Zoo River Lodge. The speaking engagement will

be followed by the cocktail reception.

Ricchiuti is the business professor “you wish you had

back in college.” His humor and insight have twice made

him the top professor at Tulane University’s Freeman

School of Business. In a recent competition, Ricchiutu’s

teaching delivery skills placed atop a field of 500 universi-

ties representing 43 countries.

A graduate of Babson College, he started his career at

the investment firm of Kidder Peabody & Company and

later served as the assistant state treasurer for Louisiana.

There he successfully managed the state’s $3 billion

investment portfolio.

This annual mid–year engagement has limited seating.

Register at www.MelbourneRegionalChamber.com under

the events tab to guarantee your seat. Chamber member

standard admission is $35. The non–Chamber member fee

is $50.

Since 1932, Allen & Company, an employee–owned

firm, has provided financial–planning and wealth–

management services to clients. Headquartered in

Lakeland, with operations in Winter Haven and Viera,

Allen & Company is Florida’s oldest investment firm.

Florida Prep offers Middle School and High School Summer Programs
Florida Prep is registering students for its 2016 Summer Programs on the Melbourne campus. The programs, for

sixh–grade through 12–grade students, run from July 11 to Aug. 5. The students experience a hands–on curriculum with

“exceptional teachers, a fantastic support team, and a structured, safe, family atmosphere.” The programs are available

to both boarding and day students. The Summer Programs will include both academics and activities, as well as field

trips, arts and crafts, and an optional “Florida College Road Trip.” For more information on these programs, or to register,

contact Florida Prep at 723–3211, option 1, or send an e–mail message to Admissions@FLPrep.com.

Brevard Federated Women to meet in Melbourne
The Brevard Federated Republican Women will meet at 11 a.m. on June 1 at the Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference

Center, 8298 N. Wickham Road in Melbourne. The program will be a forum for Republican Candidates for the Florida

House Representatives District 52 and 53. The meeting fee of $20 covers lunch. Reservations are due by 12 p.m. on

Friday, May 27, and can be made at www.BrevardFederatedRepublicanWomen.org or call 727–1212.

Rotary
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Please see ‘Celebration of Adoption,’ page 15

Judge McKibben presides over the ‘Celebration of Adoption’ hosted by Brevard
Family Partnership; brings children, families together for life–changing experience
By Ken Datzman

Twice a year — in May and Novem-

ber — Brevard Family Partnership and

the Florida Department of Children and

Families sponsor a life–changing event

for young people and families.

The event is called a “Celebration of

Adoption” and on Friday, May 6, five

area children in foster care became

members of new families during the

ceremony held in Courtroom 4D of

Dependency Court Judge Kelly

McKibben at the Brevard County

Courthouse in Viera.

“This was my first experience with

adoption. We’re so happy. It’s a wonder-

ful, life–changing experience,” said

Rockledge resident Sandra Lutz, whose

family adopted Sarah, a 13–year–old

straight–A student who will enter the

eighth grade this fall at John F. Kennedy

Middle School in Rockledge.

The Lutz family has four children,

ranging in age from 7 to 18. One of their

children is 13–year–old Tristan. She

attends the same school and is in the

same grade as Sarah.

“When Sarah came into our lives, her

father had just passed away,” said

Sandra Lutz. “My daughter bonded with

Sarah right away during that time of

crisis. Sarah became a regular at our

household, and we fell in love with her.

We started talking about adoption and it

just evolved from there.” Sarah said she

was staying with her grandfather.

“I am very excited to be part of the

Lutz family,” said Sarah Lutz, whose

hobbies include photography and

writing. Her favorite subject in school is

civics.

Sarah said her career goal is to

become an attorney. “I have my sights

set on Harvard. I want to go to Harvard

and study law and become a lawyer in

criminal law.”

Children adopted through Brevard

Family Partnership are eligible to receive

up to four years of college–tuition

exemption at Florida universities,

colleges, and vocational–training

programs.

Sandra Lutz just graduated from

Keiser University’s Center for Culinary

Arts and works in her field in Orlando.

“Through this whole adoption process,

which involved many trips to court, I

have been working full time and going to

school full time.”

During the official, yet festive

ceremonial proceedings, each family

appeared before Judge McKibben and

the Brevard Family Partnership’s

attorney, and presented the final

permanency documents to the court,

completing the adoption process.

“We had five families adopting

children,” said Judge McKibben. “Today

is a celebration for them to commemo-

rate their finalization for permanency.

There is a process when a child is

removed from their parents’ home.

Generally, their goal is reunification. But

if reunification can’t occur then we look

toward other options such as the

termination of parental rights and

adoption.”

Because adoption is a legal process

that establishes a parent/child relation-

ship between individuals who are not

related by blood, courts are involved in

the decision to grant adoptions, as well

Brevard Family Partnership recently hosted a ‘Celebration of Adoption’ event in the courtroom of Dependency Court Judge Kelly McKibben at the Brevard
County Courthouse in Viera. Five children in foster care became members of new families. The group included 13–year–old Sarah, a straight–A student
at Kennedy Middle School. She was adopted by the Sandra Lutz family of Rockledge. From left: Tracey Kinglsey of Brevard Family Partnership; Sandra
Lutz’s daughter Frankie; Sandra Lutz; Sarah Lutz; and Judge McKibben.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Sun Clean Dry Cleaners, page 17

Sun Clean Dry Cleaners one of the longest–running businesses of its kind
in Brevard County, invests in high–performance shirt–cleaning equipment
By Ken Datzman

The multibillion–dollar drycleaning industry is

constantly evolving. Operators in this segment, mostly

small businesses run by family members, must keep up

with the advances in shirt–cleaning and finishing technol-

ogy, have a strong commitment to quality, offer top–notch

service, and be able to run their enterprises efficiently in

order to ensure their long–term existence in the market-

place.

Area businessmen Joe Begin and Mark Wolf of Sun

Clean Dry Cleaners, and before them Frank and Dot Wolf,

have successfully used this model to keep their company

on track for more than 30 years, making it one of the

longest–running ventures of its kind in Brevard County

and one of the largest volume drycleaners in the region.

With its 7,700–square–foot main plant on North

Harbor City Boulevard in Melbourne, Sun Clean has

locations in Indialantic, Indian Harbour Beach, Palm Bay,

West Melbourne and Suntree/Viera. All of this grew out of

one small family venture that went on to build a loyal

customer base and made its employees a centerpiece of the

company.

Sun Clean, which has served Brevard since 1979, was

purchased by Frank and Dot Wolf in 1983, when it was

mainly a coin laundry with limited drycleaning capability.

It was in West Melbourne. The Wolfs moved here from up

north after retiring. “They bought a coin–laundry business

with a small drycleaning machine, about eight pounds,

and one electric press,” said son–in–law Begin.

With the help of family members, the drycleaning end

of the business saw strong growth, driven in part by keen

attention to detail and the type of customer service that

hones a repeat client base, year after year.

Eventually, the family decided to concentrate on just

the drycleaning segment, which was producing the

company’s growth. Today, Sun Clean is a full–service

clothing–care specialist.

Drycleaning uses fluids to remove soils and stains from

fabrics. Among the advantages of drycleaning is its ability

to dissolve grease and oils in a way that water cannot,

according to the Drycleaning & Laundry Institute Interna-

tional. Natural fibers such as wool and silks dry clean

beautifully, but can shrink, distort, and lose color when

washed in water. Synthetic fibers like polyester can retain

oily stains after washing but respond well to dry cleaning.

Sun Clean offers same–day service Monday through

Friday (in by 9 a.m. and out by 5 p.m.).

The one move that sparked Sun Clean’s growth, setting

it on a clear path to its future, was the purchase of the old

Sea Room restaurant building on North Harbor City

Boulevard, which was renovated and retrofitted to be the

company’s main office and plant.

“We bought the building in 1991,” said Begin. “Once we

got into that building, the business exploded — it grew and

grew. It really positioned the company for long–term

growth. All of the laundry from our five locations is

brought to the main plant, where it’s cleaned, pressed, and

processed. We then take it back to the stores for the

customers to pick up.”

Sun Clean also has a number of delivery routes it

services in the area. The drivers go to businesses and

customers’ homes to pick up and deliver laundry. There is

no charge for the service.

The company employs 48 people. “We really care about

everybody who works for us,” said Begin. “That has been a

longstanding philosophy established by Frank and Dot

Wolf and carried on today by Mark Wolf and me.”

He added, “We were one of the first cleaners in the area

to offer health–care insurance. It originally cost the

employees $7 a month to opt–in and have full coverage.

Then we offered dental insurance and later added a 401(k)

program. We were trying to make their lives better.”

A lot has changed since those days. The Great Reces-

sion forced small businesses like Sun Clean to pull back on

these types of benefits.

The Great Recession, which officially lasted from

December 2007 to June 2009, began with the bursting of

an $8 trillion housing bubble, according to the Economic

Businessman Joe Begin, right, is one of the owners and operators of Sun Clean Dry Cleaners, with its main 7,700–square–foot plant
on North Harbor City Boulevard in Melbourne. His business partner is Mark Wolf. Sun Clean, a family enterprise, is one of the oldest
drycleaners in the county. Bill Norris, left, is president and CEO of Florida Business Bank, which provided the loan for Sun Clean to
invest in new equipment for the plant — the latest shirt–cleaning and finishing technology.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Harbortown Marina encourages Port
Canaveral boaters to hit the water on
National Marina Day set for June 11

MERRITT ISLAND — As part of a nationwide

observance, Harbortown Marina is celebrating National

Marina Day from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 11.

This year’s event will celebrate the spirit of boating in

Brevard County, encouraging boaters to cruise into the

marina and share in the fun of on–the–water activities.

At the event, the local Coast Guard and Sea Tow Port

Canaveral will be set up on–site at Harbortown to answer

questions and provide information about boating safety

and services. Hot dogs will be provided both to attendees

and boaters, and their “crew” that come by to fill up on fuel

at the marina that day. Throughout the event, boaters are

encouraged to accompany a Harbortown crew member on

a free tour of the marina and its facilities.

“We have found that the people in this area really

appreciate fun, outdoor, family–friendly ways to spend

their leisure time,” says Tina Evans, the accounting and

marketing manager at Harbortown Marina. “National

Marina Day is a great time to celebrate the fact that

boating meets each of these requirements. We hope that

this year’s event will remind our existing customers and

the surrounding community that Harbortown Marina is a

beautiful gateway to on–the–water fun.”

On National Marina Day, in every corner of the

country, marine businesses will collaborate to hold similar

events designed to introduce the public to the boating

lifestyle, and promote enthusiasm for activities on the

water.

The crew and staff at Harbortown Marina are “passion-

ate about these goals year–round, sharing boating lifestyle

and safety information in e–newsletters, at marina events,

and across social media.”

Harbortown Marina is a full–service facility located on

the Barge Canal, between the Indian and Banana rivers,

just 2.5 miles west of Port Canaveral.

For more information about Harbortown Marina and

the activities planned for National Marina Day, contact

Evans at FrontDesk@HarborTownMarina.com, or visit

www.HarborTownMarina.com.

Fifth Avenue Art Gallery to open
‘Connections’ exhibit on May 31

The Fifth Avenue Art Gallery in Melbourne will open

the exhibit “Connections,” the ceramic art of Katherine

Mathisen,” on May 31 and will run through June 26.

Mathisen was the 2015 “100% Pure Florida” exhibit

winner. Her work, done by hand, uses earthenware clay

and a combination of surface glazes, engobes, colored slips,

stains, terra sigillata and Egyptian paste. She was recently

presented with the 2016 Edith Bush Charitable Founda-

tion Art of Philanthropy Award and was the “poster artist”

for the 2016 Artisphere in Greenville, S.C. Mathisen will

be present at the Eau Gallie Arts District’s First Friday

opening reception at 5:30 p.m. on June 3. The event is free

of charge and open to the public.

The Fifth Avenue Art Gallery is at 1470 Highland Ave.

For more information about this exhibit, call 259–8261 or

visit www.FifthAvenueArtGallery.com
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Space Coast Credit Union celebrated the recent

completion of its new 500–vehicle parking garage

located at its headquarters on Wickham Road in

Melbourne. Instead of the standard ribbon–cutting, 135

SCCU employees and board members formed a “human

logo,” organized into the shape of SCCU’s Member’s

“Watchdog” shield, on the garage roof top. A local drone

operator, Planet Inhouse, took aerial photos and videoed

the logo formation.

The photo opportunity and celebration signified the

end of phase one in the credit union’s $30 million

headquarters expansion project designed to support its

continued growth across the state of Florida.

“Much has changed over the last 65 years as we’ve

grown from just 28 members with $372 in assets in 1951

to the 300,000–plus members with $3.8 billion in assets

we serve today,” said Timothy Antonition, executive vice

president of retail operations and chief operating officer

of SCCU. “One thing, however, has and always will

remain constant — we are a member–owned organiza-

tion existing solely to serve and protect our members in

all aspects of their financial lives.”

SCCU’s headquarters currently houses more than

300 full–time employees; however, the three new

buildings will allow the credit union to add up to 600

new jobs over time. The project also aims to include

significant improvements to traffic patterns along a

heavily populated portion of Wickham Road.

In addition to the Melbourne headquarters, the credit

union has an operations facility in Miramar, where

Melbourne, a locally owned general contracting firm that

has been operating in the community for more than 30

years, to lead its expansion project. The two sides have

been working together for nearly three years planning,

designing and engineering the overall expansion, which

will exceed 353,000 square feet upon completion.

The credit union serves more than 300,000 members,

with assets of more than $3.5 billion. The organization is

open for membership to anyone who lives or works in

the 14 counties it serves. Locations can be found at

sccu.com/locations.

Candidates interested in employment at any of

SCCU locations can visit SCCU.com/careers.

nearly 100 employees work, plus more than 250 branch

personnel at its 58 locations. In total, SCCU employs

more than 750 Floridians, and is actively recruiting for a

variety of positions throughout its branches, at its

Melbourne headquarters, and at its Miramar operations

facility.

Construction for phase two of the expansion project

— a three–story, 45,000–square–foot addition to the

existing 83,000–square–foot headquarters building with

a sky bridge connecting the existing building to the

newly completed parking garage — is underway and

expected to be finished in late 2017.

SCCU chose Building Management Systems of

Space Coast Credit Union completes first phase of headquarters expansion project; in hiring mode

Civic groups, donors help raise more than $200,000 to build a splash–pad
The Titusville City Council recently received a donation from various civic groups and private donors totaling

$211,799 to fund and build a splash–pad at Marina Park. The initiative was a community–driven effort with donations

ranging from one dollar to several thousand. In all, there were more than 40 different civic organizations, churches,

schools and businesses involved in raising the money. Some of the civic organizations involved included the Kiwanis

Club, both Titusville–area Rotary Clubs, and the “40 Days of Generosity.”

The effort also received large donations and support from Health First Inc. and the Severs family of Titusville.

Titusville Mayor Jim Tulley stated that “he had never seen anything like the community–led effort since he has

been on the city council.” Dwight Severs pointed out that in 1932 citizens banded together to raise money to buy

Sandpoint Park in a similar effort and that he was “very encouraged by the generosity of the citizens working for the

betterment of our community.”

Speaking about his family contribution, Severs said he “wanted to give back to the community that had been so

generous to him and his family,” pointing out that his donation was in memory of his late son, Mathew. Severs thanked

Marcia Gaedcke of the Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce for her leadership and support, and thanked Titusville

City Manager Scott Larese and the City Council for their efforts with the project.
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Girl Scouts’ Women of Distinction nominations open;
seeks entries from Brevard and surrounding counties

ORLANDO — The Girl Scouts of Citrus is accepting nominations for its annual

Women of Distinction Awards, honors that pay tribute to women who inspire and lead by

their extraordinary contributions as visionaries, innovators and role models.

Now in its 19th year, the event recognizes women “whose actions improve their

communities, organizations and the world, and who embody the core principles of

Scouting: courage, confidence and character.” The awards honor innovators, advocates,

and strong role models who help build today’s Girl Scouts into the leaders of tomorrow,

either through direct interaction, or indirectly as icons who represent and practice the

tenants of the Girl Scouts in their everyday lives.

“At The Girl Scouts of Citrus, we believe in and encourage the development of the

power in every girl. Inspirational, accomplished women leaders like our nominees serve as

role models for today’s girls — girls who will some day become women of distinction in

their own right,” said Girl Scouts of Citrus Council Chief Executive Officer Maryann

Barry.

Nominations are open to all women leaders in Brevard, Lake, Seminole, Orange,

Osceola, and Volusia counties who have made a special contribution to their community

through civic, academic, or professional effort, whether or not they themselves were Girl

Scouts. The Citrus Council seeks nominees who represent a diversity of professional fields,

achievements and life experiences.

Women chosen for the awards will be recognized at a gala that directly benefits

programs in the six Central Florida counties served by Girl Scouts of Citrus, including

Riverpoint Camp, leadership training, STEM skills, MAH–KAW–WEE Camp, “Tech on

the Go” and more.

The Women of Distinction gala will be held Saturday, Sept. 16, at Rosen Shingle

Creek.

The five categories to be honored that evening are: Visionary (Courage), Leadership

(Confidence), Community Impact (Change), Lifetime Achievement (Character), and

Shining Star (Capable). The Shining Star award is given to a young woman between the

ages of 18 and 29.

Anyone may nominate a woman from Brevard, Lake, Seminole, Orange, Osceola or

Volusia county, whether or not they themselves were Girl Scouts, by completing the

nomination form at www.GSCitrusWomenOfDistinction.org. The deadline for nomina-

tions is 5 p.m. on Friday, July 1.

For more information on this event, or advertising and sponsorship inquiries, contact

Toni Castillo by e–mail at TCastillo@Citrus–GS.org, or by call (407) 228–1601.

Girl Scouts of Citrus serves more than 15,000 girls and 7,000 volunteers in Brevard,

Lake, Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Volusia counties.

Barry Schoenholz and Jerry Hanzl photograph show set for
Harris Gallery at the Maxwell C. King Center in Melbourne

The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in Melbourne will present

Barry Schoenholz and Jerry Hanzl, in the photography show “Stop, Look and Listen”

from June 6 through June 26 in the Harris Gallery.

Schoenholz is a fine art photographer with a “different point of view.” He specializes in

creating images that derive from a photographic process that “melds with the visions in

his mind and forms a nexus between reality and the creativity of his mind.” His pieces are

“original and go beyond what you would expect.” He calls his artistic process “Digital

Fusion.” Schoenholz is a retired educator from New York and Michigan by way of Texas,

where he earned a degree in fine art specializing in traditional black–and–white photogra-

phy and digital imaging. He also holds an earned doctorate from Hofstra University. His

website is www.BarrySchoenholz.com

The digital art of Hanzl evolved out of his diverse backgrounds in computers and

photography, along with commercial and fine art. He was educated at the Cooper School

of Art, Control Data Institute and the Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale. Now, after many

years of learning, he tries to blend all of his skills into a medium that can only be under-

stood as “painting with photography on a digital canvas.”

Hanzl is an award–winning photographer, freelance artist, one of the founders and the

creative director at The Art Gallery of Viera, which is celebrating its seventh anniversary.

His website is www.DigitalArtByJerry.com.
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‘Celebration of Adoption’
Continued from page 10

as many of the collateral issues relating to consent for

adoption that may exist, she said.

The federal Adoption and State Families Act of 1997

sets conditions under which states should terminate

parental rights, which is a necessary perquisite for

adoption.

Judge McKibben said the law requires permanency

within a year, “but that doesn’t always happen. There

are legal issues sometimes, and sometimes failed

placement.” And there might be appeals of cases.

“Obviously, these adoptive parents stuck through the

process and they are here today to celebrate,” she said.

The program included recognition of the families

adopting the young people.

Following the ceremonies, a lunch reception for the

newly formed families was held in the courtroom and

hosted by Chick–fil–A of Viera. Some of the Chick–fil–A

mascots were there greeting people.

Tracey Kingsley, director of communications for

Brevard Family Partnership, said her organization is

projecting the adoption of some 70 local children for the

fiscal year, “which is great. And since the inception of the

program (in 2006), Brevard Family Partnership and

Impower, our partner, have helped more than 700

children find their forever homes.”

Impower is a mental–health and child well–being

nonprofit organization that was established 1994. It

serves children, individuals and families in Central

Florida, including Brevard, Orange, Osceola, Seminole,

Volusia, and Polk counties. Impower’s mission is to

“change lives by protecting, counseling, teaching, and

inspiring individuals and families to reach their full

potential.”

The date for the ceremony at the courthouse was two

days before Mother’s Day. “Judge McKibben picked the

week before Mother’s Day just to make it a special event

for all the new mothers,” said Kinglsey.

The fall Celebration of Adoption is held in November.

Each year, November is recognized as National Adoption

Awareness Month. The first major effort to promote

awareness of the need for adoptive families for children

in the foster–care system occurred in Massachusetts.

In 1976, then–Gov. Michael Dukakis proclaimed

“Adoption Week” and the idea grew in popularity and

spread throughout the nation. President Gerald Ford

made the first National Adoption Week proclamation. In

1990, the week was expanded to a month because of the

number of states participating and the number of events.

Last November, Gov. Rick Scott presented a resolu-

tion recognizing November as Florida Adoption Month

and “urged Floridians to grow their family through

adoption,” as nearly 800 children are currently in foster

care awaiting a forever family. Last fiscal year, more

than 3,000 children were adopted from Florida’s foster–

care system.

Most adults who can provide a stable, loving home to

a child can adopt. Married couples, single people,

working mothers, parents who already have children,

and people of any religious faith, race, and education

level will be considered.

Brevard Family Partnership does not charge to place

foster children in adoptive homes and it even pays for

the “Model Approach to Partnerships in Parenting”

classes.

The main expenses for a foster–care adoption are

court costs and attorney fees. Brevard Family Partner-

ship will cover up to $1,000 of these costs.

Brevard Family Partnership also provides after–

adoption support in the form of follow–up counseling, a

monthly stipend, and child–specific support, as needed.

For children with special needs, additional financial

assistance may be available to help meet their expenses.

In addition, children adopted out of foster care are

eligible for Medicaid until the age of 18.

For more information about adopting a child in foster

care, call Brevard Family Partnership at 752–4650 or

visit www.heartgallerybrevard.org.

“The adoption process has had a huge, positive

impact on my life and it has a huge, positive impact on

the children who are adopted,” said Sandra Lutz. “There

are many young people in Brevard County in need of

adoption and I highly recommend the experience to

others.”

“It’s so much better for the children to be around

people who love them, and they have a place to come

home to every day,” added Kingsley. “It’s a wonderful

feeling.”
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Safety watchdog The LeapFrog Group assigns ‘A’ grade to
PMC; only hospital in county to earn that grade every year

TITUSVILLE — Hospital Safety Scores, which assign “A,” “B,” “C,” “D” and “F” letter

grades to hospitals nationwide and provide the most complete picture of patient safety in

the U.S. health–care system, were announced by The Leapfrog Group, a national patient–

safety watchdog.

Parrish Medical Center has again earned its “A” grade. PMC has earned an “A” grade

for patient safety in every grading period since The LeapFrog initiated the system in 2012.

This makes PMC one of only 133 hospitals (out of more than 5,000 hospitals) in the nation

and one of 15 in the state of Florida to have consistently earned an “A” grade since 2012.

“This latest recognition of our impeccable patient safety record continues to be a

reflection of our dedicated team and our unwavering commitment to placing quality and

safe care above all else,” said George Mikitarian, PMC’s president and chief executive

officer.

“Avoidable deaths in hospitals should be the number–one concern of our health–care

leaders. Hospitals that earn an ‘A’ from Leapfrog are leaders in saving lives, and we

commend them and urge their continued vigilance,” said Leah Binder, president and chief

executive officer of The Leapfrog Group.

Developed under the guidance of Leapfrog’s Blue Ribbon Expert Panel, the Hospital

Safety Score system uses 30 measures of publicly available data to assign grades to more

than 2,500 U.S. hospitals twice per year. It is calculated by top patient safety experts,

peer–reviewed, fully transparent and free to the public.

For the first time, the Hospital Safety Score includes five measures of patient–reported

experience with the hospital as well as two of the most common infections, Clostridium

difficile (C. diff) and MRSA.

To see PMC’s full score, and to access consumer–friendly tips for patients and loved

ones visiting the hospital, go to www.hospitalsafetyscore.org or follow The Hospital Safety

Score on Twitter or Facebook. Consumers can also download the free Hospital Safety

Score mobile app for Apple and Android devices.

Barnes & Noble Melbourne to celebrate 20th anniversary
of its Summer Reading Program; kids can earn a free book

Barnes & Noble Melbourne has announced the 20th anniversary of its time–honored

Summer Reading Program, which will feature a special Summer Reading Triathlon this

year. The program has for years encouraged children to engage their imaginations all

summer long and earn a free book by completing a reading journal about the books they

read. This year, the annual free book giveaway began May 17. Young readers can earn a

free book by reading three books and answering questions in their summer reading

journal by Sept. 6.

Additionally, in celebration of the 20th anniversary, Barnes & Noble is launching a

special Summer Reading Triathlon, which will kick off with a special opening ceremony at

11 a.m. on Saturday, June 4, at all stores nationwide including Barnes & Noble

Melbourne.

The new Triathlon will allow young readers to vote for their favorite heroes and places

from a selection of contenders curated by Barnes & Noble Booksellers that will be

displayed at stores nationwide. Voting runs from June 4 through Aug. 21, with the local

and national winners being announced at a special closing ceremony on Aug. 27.

At the opening ceremony, kids will find out who the medal contenders are and they will

be able to vote for their favorite heroes and places in books between June 4 and Aug. 21.

The youngsters will complete a voting ballot by choosing their favorite gold–, silver– and

bronze–medaled nominees in each group. They will then deposit their ballots in the voting

ballot box located near the entrance or directly outside the Children’s Department, and

vote as many times as they’d like to move their favorites to the top of Barnes & Noble

Melbourne’s leader board in the race to the finish line. They are “encouraged to come back

regularly to Barnes & Noble Melbourne and check the leader board to see how their

nominees are doing.”

The opening ceremony will be rounded out with activities and challenges, including

word– scramble, puzzle–solving and friendly competition inspired by Chris Grabenstein’s

“Mr. Lemoncello” novels. Free giveaways including stickers and bookmarks will also be

available at the event, while supplies last. Customers should visit Barnes & Noble

Melbourne or BN.com/SummerReading for more details.
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Phil Welsh and Ken WelshWelsh Companies and Paul Davis Restoration
www.welshci.com and www.pdrspacecoast.com

When father and son Ken

Welsh and Phil Welsh looked

for a commercial business

loan they turned to Bill

Norris, the President and

CEO of Florida Business Bank.

Takin' care of business...

Takin' Care of Welsh Companies

and Paul Davis Restoration

Welsh Companies, a

builder and developer of

commercial properties and

Paul Davis Restoration &

Remodeling sought bank

financing for a new office

building and capital to

fund various projects. "We

wanted a banker who

understood the needs of

our individual businesses

and who was flexible

enough to meet all our banking requirements," said Phil Welsh.

"Bill and the Florida Business Bank team provided us with all the

information we needed to make educated decisions about our

plans. They took the time to make us comfortable during the

process. After 30 years in business I am pleased to work with, and

recommend a customer centered company like Florida Business

Bank."  said Ken Welsh.

As Bill Norris stated, "We are proud to provide our customers

with a complete line of business banking services and we welcome

Brevard County businesses to meet our dedicated group of lenders"



Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising InformationMAY 30, 2016 BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 17

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS
Sun Clean Dry Cleaners
Continued from page 11

Policy Institute. The resulting loss of wealth led to sharp

cutbacks in consumer spending. In 2008 and 2009, the

U.S. labor market lost 8.4 million jobs, or 6.1 percent of all

payroll employment.

“Just like all businesses, we had to make some adjust-

ments, and reduce overhead, because of the sharp down-

turn,” said Begin. “The adjustments made us much more

efficient.”

To stay on top of the industry, one thing Sun Clean did

was purchase equipment that incorporates the latest in

shirt–cleaning and finishing technology. The equipment is

also used for trousers.

“With style changes in clothing over the years, we

decided to update with new equipment. It was a significant

expenditure we had to make. Our goal is to turn out the

best product possible, and the new equipment helps us do

that in a big way. There is less need to touch–up clothing

afterwards,” he said.

Sun Clean signed on for a business loan with Florida

Business Bank in Melbourne. In fact, Sun Clean is Florida

Business Bank’s next–door neighbor on North Harbor City

Boulevard.

Begin said his company originally had a banking

relationship with a large national bank when Sun Clean

purchased the old Sea Room building in 1991. But over the

years the banking relationship had deteriorated, he said.

“It wasn’t long before I started to realize how difficult it

was for a small–business owner to work with a multina-

tional bank. There were just too may hoops to jump

through.”

He added, “And then the names began to change

through mergers and acquisitions, and with it the faces

changed.” The bank–merger wave of the 1990s left a lot of

small–business owners like Begin looking to establish new

relationships and many turned to community banks.

William “Bill” Norris, the president and chief executive

officer of Florida Business Bank, won over businessowners

Begin and Mark Wolf and welcomed them to their family

of customers.

“We’re all about hometown community banking,” said

Norris. “It’s what we do. Our relationships with our

customers go beyond just business. Our customers become

our friends. We want to know our customers, so we can

better understand their needs and they better understand

who we are. That’s community banking at its finest. It’s all

about service and relationships.”

“When I walk into the lobby of Florida Business Bank,

and if Bill is in his office and sees me, he’ll walk out and

greet me. The people at the bank know you by your first

name. That’s a good feeling,” said Begin.

A study released in March of this year from seven

Federal Reserve Banks shows that small businesses that

apply for loans with community banks were the “most

successful and most satisfied” with their borrowing

experience. “Small banks extended at least some of the

financing requested to 76 percent of applicants. Large

banks approved 58 percent of applicants.”

The 2015 “Small Business Credit Survey: Report on

Employer Firms” presents a largely optimistic picture for

small firms in America. The compiling presents findings

on business conditions, financing needs, and access to

capital based on the responses of nearly 3,500 small

businesses from the 26–state coverage area.

Results of the survey, which is a joint effort of the

Federal Reserve Banks of New York, Altlanta, Cleveland,

Philadelphia, St. Louis, Boston, and Richmond, provide

insight into the dynamics behind aggregate lending trends

and shed light on noteworthy segments of the small–

business credit market, including startups and growing

firms.

Norris said Florida Business Bank is “seeing strong

demand for loans from businesses this year.”

Many people may be surprised at the revenue size of

the U.S. laundry facilities and drycleaning services

industry. It includes about 33,000 establishments (single–

location companies and units of multi–location businesses)

with combined annual revenue of roughly $11 billion,

according to First Research.

Some 22,000 establishments provide retail laundry and

drycleaning services and account for about 70 percent of

industry revenue, while 11,000 businesses operate

laundromats and account for the remaining 30 percent of

revenue.

“It’s a very interesting industry. I have greatly enjoyed

all my years in this business. It’s a service business. You

have to deliver on the service component and we strive

every day to do that,” said Begin.

Andy Laikin
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130 feet of frontage on Malabar Road. Currently
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Building is 900 sq. ft., tile floors, parking and
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$225,000

2) NW Corner of Corey Road and Malabar Road,
2.49 acres+/- vacant land. This parcel has 373
feet of frontage on Malabar Road. Corey Road is
a major North/South artery in Malabar and is
paved to Valkaria Road. Municipal water available.
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property for the widening to 4 lanes. Owner
financing available.
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North Brevard Charities Sharing Center
Continued from page 1

and keep the rain from dripping into the home.”

The greatest amount of “damage is from water and

decay in the part of the home that was added on in the

1950s. We are looking to raise about $3,000 to buy a

tarp. That’s our big need right now. We’ve cleared the

property, and the grounds are being maintained.”

Robinson said when the home is finished and

furnished there will be “rocking chairs on the front

porch, ‘Cracker–Barrel’ style. With the new bicycle/

pedestrian bridge (over Garden Street) and walking

trail, riders can stop by the Carter home, take a break,

and relax.”

The bridge is part of Titusville’s segment of the

Coast–to–Coast Connector, a 260–mile bicycle/pedes-

trian trail that will link North Brevard to St. Petersburg

when that project is completed in the next five years.

The plans are to restore the property to retain the

historical landmark while repurposing the home,

dubbed “Carter Angels Corner,” as a community–

resource center, a tourist site in the area, and a learning

center for young people. “We are going to retain the

historical significance of this home, while reclaiming the

Carter legacy of community service,” said Gloria Vines–

Wilkinson, the deputy director of North Brevard

Charities Sharing Center.

Carter was elected to the Titusville City Council in

1952 and served for six years. He “persuaded the city

council to get the town’s fiscal affairs in order and

strengthen the ability to sell bonds for utilities, roads,

and the like,” according to “The Historical Carter

Family Home and Ellerbe W. Carter Family History,”

compiled by Roz Foster of the North Brevard Heritage

Foundation Inc.

Carter once said, “I advise every man to take an

interest in politics, but to put the interest of his

community and country above personal ambitions. He

may turn out an unsuccessful politician, but he can

have more pride in what he accomplishes and certainly

be of more service to his community.”

During the 1950s, he served as mayor of Titusville,

when the mayor was not a separately elected office, but

a position filled by a chosen member of the city council.

A 1907 graduate of the University of Virginia Law

School, Carter served in the military and earned the

rank of major in the European Theater during World

War I. In the years that followed he remained in the

Kentucky National Guard and received his star as

brigadier general in 1924 at the age of 38, according to

the “The Historical Carter Family Home and Ellerbe W.

Carter Family History.”

Before leaving the Army, in March of 1946, Carter

purchased the home on Grannis Avenue and moved his

family to Titusville. Patricia and Ellerbe Carter raised

nine children. Six of their children were born in the

house on Grannis Avenue, according to the Carter

history. Ellerbe Carter’s two children, Ellerbe Jr. and

Nancy, were already adults when he and Patricia

married. Patricia Carter founded the Titusville

Women’s Club. She died on May 9, 1984.

“There are two or three areas of the Carter Family

Home that have historical significance, one of which is

the Birthing Room,” said Vines–Wilkinson. “The

Birthing Room will be retained so that members of the

community can see it because it’s a piece of community

history.”

Patricia Carter’s “practice of delivering her children

unattended at home brought media from near and far to

Titusville,” says “The Historical Carter Family Home”

history. “Patricia gained national and international

prominence in the mid–1950s after the ‘Associated

Press’ ran articles about her planning to have a child by

natural childbirth, at home and unattended. The family

was the subject of an article published in ‘Look’ maga-

zine dated Nov. 13, 1954, with several family photos.

Mr. and Mrs. Carter also appeared on the Art Linkletter

TV Show.”

The Carter Family Home also housed the “first free

library” in Titusville. The well–read Carters had a large

collection of books. They were stacked from “floor–to–

ceiling” in one room of the house that became known as

“The Library.” The story of the “free library” is told in

the 1951 pamphlet titled “The Little Library That

Would Stay Open and Stay Free.”

The Titusville Women’s Club ran a local library and

charged to check out a book. Patricia Carter did not

agree with this and decided to open a “free–book

library” in a donated space next to the regular library.

Within a few years, the “town’s elected leaders agreed to

start a free public library.”

“The library in the Carter Family Home will become

the Wi–Fi Tech Center,” said Vines–Wilkinson. “We

have retained a lot of the Carter family books and they

will be on display.” The library will be targeting children

and young people. They will be able to use the resources

at the library and also come there for tutoring.

North Brevard Charities Sharing Center received

ownership of the Carter Family Home and land in April

2015. It was last owned by the Carters’ daughter Lila

and her husband, Paul Sanders. Lila was still living in

the house when she passed away in February 2015,

according to “The Historical Carter Family Home and

Ellerbe W. Carter Family History.”

There were various fines levied against the home,

totaling about $210,000. The home was scheduled to be

demolished on June 1, 2015. Roz Foster, a member of

Titusville’s Historic Preservation Board, said she met

with Sonia Bradford, who is the niece of the former

owner of the property. Bradford obtained authorization

over the property and then contacted Joe Robinson, of

the North Brevard Charities Sharing Center, to see if he

was interested in the property.

Being a visionary, “I could see the long–term

potential in that property, which has much rich history,”

said Robinson. “I did not want to see the Carter Family

Home pushed down and demolished. We accepted the

property and began planning for its reuse.”

The North Brevard Heritage Foundation was

instrumental in saving the structure from code viola-

tions and possibly being demolished. It worked with the

family and the City of Titusville to get the violations

settled and, after transferring by “quit–claim deed,” was

able to help the North Brevard Charities Sharing

Center acquire the property.

Robinson said he thinks it will cost between

$250,000 and $300,000 to renovate the Carter Family

Home. His organization plans to host one fund–raiser

per quarter. “I just need to dream and come up if some

great fund–raising ideas.”

He added, “We have a committee that’s talking about

these things. We recently had a community fund–raiser

gathering at Parrish Medical Center in relationship to

this project.”

Recently, the North Brevard Charities Sharing

Center hosted its inaugural Kentucky Derby Party

fund–raiser at Indian River Preserves in Mims.

“Everyone who attended had a great time. But there

were a lot of community events going on in the area on

that particular day. We raised a small amount of money

from the party. We’re planning to continue our fund–

raising efforts to make this project happen,” said

Robinson.

His nonprofit is offering naming opportunities, too.

Companies can have their name engraved on a plaque

that will be displayed in one of the conference rooms of

the Carter Family Home. “For example, if a company is

interested in doing this, we’ll sell them the plaque for a

set amount of dollars.”

People who are interested in supporting the project

in any way can contact Vines–Wilkinson at

gvnbcsc@cfl.rr.com or at 383–3026.

The North Brevard Charities Sharing Center also

hopes to tap grant money from the state government

and federal government that is designated to help

communities with historic restoration projects. May is

National Historic Preservation Month. Recently, the

Florida Department of State announced a range of

activities to raise awareness of historic preservation in

Florida.

Money raised from office rentals and other revenue

generators at the Carter Family Home will provide

North Brevard Charities Sharing Center with the

opportunity to locate and furnish an overnight shelter

for the homeless.

“This will be a temporary emergency shelter for two

or three nights for homeless people,” said Robinson.

“The revenue from the Carter Family Home will

support that facility. We have some Realtors looking for

the right facility and will be presenting us with some

possibilities.”

On Dec. 21 of 2015, the annual “Homeless Memorial”

was held at North Brevard Charities Sharing Center.

With the help and support of the Brevard Homeless

Coalition, North Brevard Charities Sharing Center

“honored and remembered those individuals who

passed in 2014.”

Cindy Short and Keith Heinly, both of the Brevard

Homeless Coalition, joined Robinson as the 88 names

were read of the homeless who died last year in the

county. “There is a huge need in the community for a

temporary shelter for the homeless. That’s why this

project is important and that it becomes a big success,

with people rallying around it and supporting it,” said

Robinson.




