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loss a “significant national health concern”

that can be associated with other health

problems, including depression.

New studies even suggest a link

between hearing loss and dementia.

Hearing loss is the third most common

chronic physical condition in the United

States, according to the Hearing Loss

Association of America. Untreated hearing

loss is associated with anxiety, depression,

stress, and loneliness.

“I always tell patients that hearing loss

has no age preference,” said Smythe, a

hearing–aid specialist who has worked in

her field for 10 years. The Center for

Hearing Improvement offers the hearing

services at the Melbourne and Rockledge

offices of The Eye Institute for Medicine &

Surgery.

On Oct. 3, the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives voted to reauthorize the Early

Hearing Detection and Intervention Act.

This legislation will ensure continued

federal funding for the newborn hearing

screening and intervention program for the

next five years. The U.S. Senate passed the

legislation on Sept. 6, 2017.

Untreated hearing loss often leads to

poor school performance in children and

poor work performance in adults. “Hearing

loss has such a wide impact on people’s

lives,” said Smythe, who is on the front line

diagnosing and treating patients with

hearing loss.

It has been reported that lack of

insurance coverage, the stigma associated

with wearing hearing aids, and limited

awareness of available options are often

barriers to accessing hearing health care,

which includes services to diagnose and

evaluate hearing loss, auditory rehabilita-

tion, and hearing technologies.

“The physicians of The Eye Institute for

Medicine & Surgery are very aware of the

different issues that are associated with
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Kassandra Smythe is the director of hearing at The Center for Hearing Improvement, which is part
of the The Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery based in Melbourne. A 10–year industry professional,
Smythe said she is seeing more young people who have hearing loss. ‘We live in a loud world.’
Smythe, who has earned certifications from the Florida Department of Health, is a hearing–aid
specialist. Her professional interests include hearing–aid amplification, the management of tinnitus
(ringing in the ears), sound–field amplification, and the prevention of noise–induced hearing loss.
October is National Audiology Awareness Month.
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Please see The Center for Hearing Improvement, page 23

Untreated hearing loss is
a national health concern;
Smythe on the front line
By Ken Datzman

We live in an increasingly noisy world.

The decibles have been rising. And they are

causing adverse health effects, especially

on a growing number of young people.

Hearing loss, in general, is a public

health concern. But it does not seem to

command the attention it should in

America’s tiered health–care system. An

estimated 48 million Americans of various

ages are affected by hearing impairment,

which impacts their quality of life and

much more.

Even though hearing loss is one of the

most common disabilities, it is also one of

the most misunderstood and underesti-

mated disabilities.

It has been called the “invisible”

condition because it is not possible to “see”

a hearing loss directly, only its effects upon

behavior and communication. To regain

hearing can be powerfully uplifting.

“The first time I fitted a patient for a

hearing device, I could just feel his

enthusiasm,” said Kassandra Smythe, the

director of hearing at The Center for

Hearing Improvement, which is part of The

Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery in

Melbourne.

“He was able to clearly hear his spouse

for the first time in a long time. It’s very

rewarding to help people in this way. You

are improving their quality of life. I love

what I do at The Hearing Center for

Improvement. I’m committed to enhancing

the lives of my patients through compas-

sion, education, and advanced hearing

solutions. We have a great team of doctors

and technicians.”

Both the President’s Council of Advisors

on Science and Technology, and the

National Academy of Sciences have

published reports calling untreated hearing
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Commission to interview prospective applicants
The Statewide Nominating Commission for Judges of Compensation Claims will meet

at 9 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 26, at the Hyatt Regency Orlando International Airport, 9300

Jeff Fuqua Blvd., to interview prospective applicants/candidates for nomination as Judge

of Compensation Claims for the Tallahassee District, to replace Judge John Lazzara.

(Term to commence upon gubernatorial appointment; anticipated spring of 2018).

The commission also will interview for reappointment the following Judges of Compen-

sation Claims: Robert Dietz, Iliana Forte, Geraldine Hogan, David Langham and Marga-

ret Sojourner. The commission is also accepting applications for commissioners (appointed

by the commission) in the First District (see county list below).

Application forms for appointment as judge or commissioner are on the website,

www.fljcc.org, under the Statewide Judicial Nominating Commission tab. Guidelines for

the operation of the Commission are available at https://www.fljcc.org/JCC/sjnc/AR/

SJNC_Guidelines.pdf.

Applications (one original) shall be submitted to Lisa Mustain, Division of Administra-

tive Hearings, The DeSoto Building, 1230 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, Fla., 32399–

3060 or Lisa.Mustain@doah.state.fl.us, by 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 29. This may be hard

copy by mail or delivery, or electronic in a PDF format by email.

Questions or comments should be addressed in writing to: Wogan “Wogie” Badcock,

SNCJCC Commission Chairman, P.O. Box 497, Mulberry, Fla., 33860.

If you wish to speak at the commission meeting in opposition to the nomination of any

applicant, written notice must be provided to the commission chairman and to Lisa

Mustain, Division of Administrative Hearings, by 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 9.

The commissioner appointed for the First District position must reside in one of the

following counties: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Calhoun, Clay, Columbia, Dixie,

Duval, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Gulf, Hamilton, Holmes, Jackson,

Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Nassau, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa,

Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, Walton or Washington.

Walk to School promotes student health and fitness
Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey led off ‘Walk to School Day’ Oct. 4 with Viera

Charter School Assistant Principal Tom Armstrong, left, Principal Dr. Julie Cady, VCS

Board Chairman Robert Jordan and Assistant Principal Dr. Lynne Spadaccini. The

annual event encourages health and fitness habits in students. The walk spanned the

distance between the Viera campus of Calvary Chapel in Melbourne south along Breslay

Drive to the school. For more information on this program, call 541–1434.
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Katrina proved to be more than what he could have

imaged.

After the levees were breached by the flooding, his

family was left stranded on the top of their two–story

house for a day and half before they were rescued and

taken to the city’s convention center for shelter. In all the

confusion and without identification, they were inadvert-

ently separated in the packed convention center for a

while before they were reunited and later returned to

their neighborhood to live in a FEMA trailer. Two years

after the hurricane and 10 months after the DeVos

program used that first hammer to start rebuilding

Stewart’s home, he and his family were able to return to

the home they thought had been taken from them forever.

Soon afterward an idea was born and in February

2007, with the help of the New Orleans City Council

president Arnie Franklin, the DeVos program founded

the Hope for Stanley Alliance. Since then, volunteers have

made 52 trips to New Orleans and Baton Rouge, La., and

Tuscaloosa, Ala., to help residents get back on their feet.

Hope for Stanley volunteers have given more than 50,000

hours of service and have worked on 140 homes. No other

organization from another state has done more.

That’s where my story comes into play. I am currently

in the business program coming up on my last semester

before I receive my MBA and also one semester out from

getting my second master’s in sports business manage-

ment. What really caught my attention about the

program was the impact the program had not only in our

Orlando community, but also in places across the United

States. It’s just something about sports that has the

power to change the world, and this statement still holds

true to this day.

Out of 52 trips, I have been fortunate to go on three,

which all hold a special place in my heart and have

affected my outlook of life.

Here’s a glimpse into my heart:

During each day in New Orleans my physical, mental

and emotional toughness was tested. Painting, scrubbing

mold, and learning to install drywall took me out of my

comfort zone and put me in a position to grow as a

woman, as a teammate and as a volunteer.

Though the work was obviously rewarding, it was the

long talks and heart–to–hearts with the homeowners

about their personal stories throughout Hurricane

Helping rebuild New Orleans after hurricane has changed residents — and me
By Christal Peterson
UCF Forum columnist

It all started with a hammer. Actually, it all started

with THE hammer.

In August 2005, Hurricane Katrina ripped through

New Orleans leaving nothing but endless flooding,

destroyed homes, lost lives and displaced families

throughout the United States. A year later, 10 graduate

students from UCF’s DeVos Sports Business Manage-

ment program, director Richard Lapchick and his family

were repairing bicycles and cleaning up parks at a church

in the city’s hardest–hit area, the Lower Ninth Ward.

As the trip went on, the group was approached by

many in the community about a man named Stanley

Stewart, whose house — like many others — was heavily

damaged. Stewart, who embodies the spirit and optimism

of New Orleans, said he was not going to let the hurricane

run him out of his home.

He stayed put with his family, but the aftermath of

Katrina that gave me more insight. As the week passed,

we were greeted by the residents with encouraging words

and constant appreciation for what we were doing for

them.

But the people of New Orleans never skipped a beat.

We were always greeted with the biggest smiles, they

cooked for us (and you know the food was bomb), and we

even saw children from the neighborhood playing

basketball in the streets like there was never a ravaged

city.

This trip put a lot of things into perspective for me. It

taught me that in a matter of seconds your life can

change. It shouldn’t take a natural disaster to build a

personal connection with someone you’ve never met, let

alone an entire community.

For me, walking around the Lower Ninth Ward a

dozen years after Hurricane Katrina reminded me a lot of

my own childhood neighborhood, which I appreciate for

the many things it offered me.

What really made this moment resonate with me was

the mixture of positive and negative comments from those

working around me. Even though New Orleans’ revital-

ization is not where it needs to be, it has definitely

improved since 2005. Being able to take a step back to

realize that many of my classmates come from different

walks of life and that some have never experienced being

in conditions similar to those in New Orleans has turned

into a teachable moment for everyone.

Even when they were down, the people of New

Orleans showed us their positive energy and a hospitality

like no other.

Hope for Stanley is always a trip I look forward to

every semester because not only do I get to be a part of

something bigger than myself by helping others, I get to

do it alongside my classmates — building lasting

friendships and memories that will never lose significance

in the years to come.

And to think it all started with the hammer…

Cyclists to pedal across Florida in effort to support young women with breast cancer
Registration is now open for the 2018 Young Survival Coalition Tour de Pink, a unique and empowering event that

challenges cyclists to pedal 200 miles across the state of Florida in the name of young women affected by breast cancer.

From April 13–15, participants, including breast cancer survivors, their families and friends, will ride for one

purpose: to ensure no young woman faces breast cancer alone.

The event kicks off on Friday, April 13, in Tampa and ends Sunday, April 15, near Venice Beach. Over that weekend,

riders will journey 200 miles past the Manatee River, St. Armand’s Circle and through Sarasota.

Tour de Pink is a fundraising event of Young Survival Coalition, a nonprofit dedicated to young women with breast

cancer. The funds raised will help educate, empower and connect the more than 12,000 young women who are diagnosed

with breast cancer in the U.S. each year.

Though physically challenging, Tour de Pink isn’t just for avid cyclists: it’s a “rolling community” of survivors,

partners, family and friends who find support and empowerment in Tour de Pink.

Begun in 2004, Tour de Pink has generated more than $8 million for young women affected by breast cancer. To

learn more about the event, visit South.YSCtourdepink.org.

Christal Peterson is a graduate student in
UCF’s DeVos Sports Business Management
Program and a member of the President’s
Leadership Council. She can be reached at
chhpeterson@Knights.UCF.edu.
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To Be Continued ...To Be Continued ...

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

‘Hi. I need to report
suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015
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To: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 12:46:38

Content:
I told you I was done, but now it's funny. People are going to Chris asking what's Dana
gonna do about this? Chris said let me see if I can remember her quote..."oh yeah, fuck
you" she ain't doing shit.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 12:48:49

Content: Too funny. What was the feeling from last night

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 12:56:56

Content:

They all mad, but once again they don't get it. I spent an hour on phone with you and
chief Lewis, I get it. They keep telling people the wrong info. I understood it to be every
cycle they have two tens, coming in late. No more musters...they are telling people that if
a deputy is on direct watch and its their day to go home early they tell the inmate not to
kill themselves someone will be back in 2 hours. They have people believing reception and
visitation will be shut down four hours a week.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 12:58:30

Content: Crazy stuff

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 12:59:03

Content: Who is the driving force behind that nonsense

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:00:34

Content: Hang on, I am pretty sure I know, but let me confirm....

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:02:30

Content: What was said about the "what r u taking from us" question

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:07:25

Content:
White,bernette,bri Lyons, brimming.seeley said you and Lewis can come work pods and
see how the fucking jail works. Lewis,Jason.Moffat makes a nice speech about changes
and seeley ruined it.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:08:32

Content: Very interesting

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:08:43

Content: They were all telling White, it's been nice working with you.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:09:10

Content: Too funny

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-22 13:17:01



OCTOBER 23, 2017Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 6

Parrish Healthcare names Waterman vice president
of ambulatory services; was with Providence Health

TITUSVILLE — Andrew “Drew” Waterman, an experienced health–care executive, is

Parrish Healthcare’s new vice president of ambulatory services.

Waterman comes to Parrish from Providence Health Northeast in Columbia, S.C., one

of the Providence Hospitals group, where he served for 12 years, most recently as vice

president and chief administrative officer of the hospital’s orthopedics program.

“Andrew’s multifaceted health care background fits perfectly with our nationally

certified integrated care approach and our mission of providing healing experiences for

everyone all the time,” said George Mikitarian, the president and CEO of Parrish Medical

Center/Parrish Healthcare.

“Integrated care means that everyone throughout our health–care system is communi-

cating and coordinating care with the patient and one another to eliminate unnecessary

duplication of services, improve clinical quality and patient safety, and reduce health–care

costs. Drew’s experience is a plus and we’re delighted to have him join us.”

Waterman’s roles since 2005 at Providence Hospitals included managing or directing

departments that included laboratory, radiology, respiratory therapy, physical and

occupational therapy, imaging, inpatient services, and orthopedics.

“Parrish has an amazing national reputation for the high quality of care, safety, and

patients’ experiences,” Waterman said. “It’s an honor to be part of the Parrish Healthcare

team of care partners who are making such a tremendous difference in lives of the people

and communities served. I look forward to contributing to the system’s continued success.”

As the ambulatory services’ vice president, Waterman will lead Parrish Health &

Fitness Center, Parrish Healthcare Centers (Port Canaveral, Titusville, Port St. John,

Suntree/Melbourne), Parrish Medical Group, north Brevard’s largest network of primary

care physicians and specialists, and The Children’s Center, a childhood development

resource center.

Waterman will also oversee ambulatory (outpatient) services for Parrish Healthcare, a

regional network formed by PMC to improve patient care service integration. Parrish

Healthcare is made up of hundreds of patient and family centered health–care providers.

In 2016, it earned America’s first certification as an integrated care network from The

Joint Commission, the nation’s premier health–care accrediting organization. The Joint

Commission annually surveys and accredits more than 21,000 health–care providers and

programs.

Waterman attended Ashford University, based in San Diego, Calif., where he earned

his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in health care administration and management. He is

a retired U.S. Army veteran.

Junior League to host 33rd annual Festival of Trees
The Junior League of South Brevard Inc. will present its 33rd annual Festival of Trees

from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 18, at The Courtyard at the Oaks, behind

Melbourne Square Mall. The address is 1800 W. Hibiscus Blvd. This family friendly event

is a community fundraiser that allows Junior League of South Brevard to continue

improving the county through financial and volunteer commitments.

The Preview Party is from 6–9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 17, at The Courtyard. Individual

tickets for the Preview Party are $30. The tickets are sold at JLSB.net.

The Festival of Trees will feature “beautifully adorned trees and wreaths of all sizes

donated from talented designers.” They will be available for purchase via a silent auction.

The program will include a “fabulous” Marketplace perfect for early holiday shopping.

At the event, you can order festive poinsettias to decorate your home this holiday

season. There, too, will be an area dedicated to gifts and treats at the Festival of Trees. It’s

called Gifts from the Kitchen. Tickets will be sold for “exciting raffle packages” as well.

Children will be able to talk to Santa and have their picture taken with him. Games

and crafts are part of the activities as well.

You can register your children to take part in “Cooking with Mrs. Claus!” The free

event is sponsored by Junior League of South Brevard’s “Kids in the Kitchen” program.

Registration is available at JLSB.net

Junior League of South Brevard is seeking donations of trees, wreaths, and raffle

items. Additionally, it is accepting vendor applications for the Marketplace.

For more information on Festival of Trees and to download the donation forms, visit

www.jlsb.net or contact Annie Stafford at FOT@jlsb.net.

Brevard Zoo
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8225 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne, FL • BrevardZoo.org
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Charitable Fund

Nanialei Golden, M.D.
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Throughout

the Zoo
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Jackiem Joyner
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Cancer Care Center

new ad emailed
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CBRE
www.CBRE.com

Cancer Care Centers  
of Brevard welcomes 

Dr. Lisa Duhaime and
Dr. Sumeet Chandra  

Call for a consultation today. 

321-254-4776

The Junior League of South Brevard, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting

JLSB Impact Statement: Improving Children's Health through Nutrition and Physical Activity

Junior League of South Brevard, Inc.

or 

https://www.cbre.com
https://www.jlsb.net/fot
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CAPE CANAVERAL — Rebecca Shireman has been

promoted to manager of communications and public

relations at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex,

moving up from her role as assistant manager of commu-

nications and public relations.

The announcement was made by Lisa Hultquist,

senior director of sales, marketing, content and education

for the facility.

In her new role, Shireman will be leading the internal

and external communications strategy for the Kennedy

Space Center Visitor Complex, as well as overseeing

social–media efforts. She will oversee a team that

develops messaging, marketing and press materials,

social–media content, and manage media relationships,

on and off site.

“Rebecca has impressed us with her strategic and calm

approach to our business,” Hultquist said. “She hit the

ground running when she joined us in 2016 and has

helped to garner amazing publicity for many of our major

initiatives, from the opening of ‘Heroes & Legends’ last

fall, to the ‘Summer of Mars’ and the ‘Mars Rover’ tour

this summer. We look forward to seeing Rebecca continue

to shine at the Visitor Complex.”

Before joining the Kennedy Space Center Visitor

Complex, Shireman served as senior editor for “ Space

Coast Living” magazine.

Born and raised in Titusville, Shireman is an active

member of the community, currently serving as chair-

woman of the board of directors of “weVenture,” a member

of the board of directors for the Bridges Foundation, past

president and active member of the Junior League of

South Brevard Inc., The Haven for Children Guild and a

volunteer with various other community organizations.

She is also a member of the Space Coast Chapter of the

Florida Public Relations Association, and a recipient of

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex promotes Rebecca Shireman to manager of communications
Lead Brevard’s “4–Under 40 award, the Junior League’s

Spirit of the League award and the ABWA’s Making a

Difference award.

Shireman is a graduate of the University of South

Florida, with a bachelor’s degree in mass communications.

Cocoa to celebrate City Government Week with open–house event Oct. 24
The City of Cocoa will be joining cities across the state in celebrating Florida City Government Week from Oct. 23–29.

The city will be hosting an informative open–house event from 4–6 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 24, before the regularly

scheduled city council meeting that begins at 6 o’clock. The open house will feature tabletop displays from each of the

city’s departments to showcase the services provided to area residents. There will be special giveaways at the event and

a chance for residents to “creatively display what they love about their city.”

Because “city government is the government closest to most citizens,” and the one with the most direct daily impact

upon its residents, it is important that residents understand how their city operates, the services it provides, and the

importance of their active involvement, said Cocoa Mayor Henry Parrish.

The theme “My City: I’m Part of It, I’m Proud of It” will guide this year’s activities. “We are excited about Florida City

Government Week and hope to engage our residents by showcasing our department responsibilities and how they can

get more involved in city activities,” said Parrish. “This is an opportunity to help our residents become more informed

about the many services we provide, which will lead to more knowledgeable citizen participation in the future.”

Events planned for the week include the open house and City of Cocoa trivia throughout the week on Cocoa’s social

media feeds.

National Realty of Brevard recognizes top producers
National Realty of Brevard Inc. has announced its top–producing agents for September at the firm’s three offices in

the county. At the Indialantic office: Top Listing Agent, Maureen Newman; Top Sales Agent, Gail Fischer; and Top

Producer, Carolyn Martin. Suntree: Top Listing Agent, Elaine Chambers; Top Sales Agent, Donna Ellis; and Top

Producer, Nancy May. And Melbourne: Top Listing Agent, Patrick “PJ” McLoughlin; Top Sales Agent, Iris Watson; and

Top Producer, Lindsey Whitney.
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Florida Health Care Plans is a HMO with a
Medicare Contract. Enrollment in Florida
Health Care Plans depends on contract re-
newal. EOE/M/F/Protected Veteran/Disabled.
H1035_FA1873 CMS Accepted (11/08/2016)

Florida Health Care Plans has been recognized as
a U.S. News & World Report "Best Medicare Plan"
(Source: U.S. News & World Report, October 14,
2016). Locally, more than 80,000 members trust
their health to Florida Health Care Plans. Learn more
at FHCP.com or by calling 1-855-Go2FHCP between
8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., seven days a week.
Hearing impaired, call TRS relay 711.

Locally trusted. Nationally recognized.

BADGE OF HONOR.
Florida Health Care Plans

https://www.fhcp.com
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https://www.foster@brevardfp.org
https://www.pipcandoit.com
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HOUSTON– Veteran CEMEX ready–mix mixer driver

Dave Mangold of Cocoa took his spot as one of the top

mixer–truck drivers in the country, placing second in the

National Ready–Mixed Concrete Association’s 2017

National Mixer Driver Championship in Grapevine, Texas.

Six CEMEX drivers — including Mangold — competed

against roughly 90 drivers from across the country at the

championship, which took place during the NRMCA’s

Concrete Works 2017 convention. Drivers were judged on

vehicle–handling skills, vehicle–inspection abilities and

grades on written exams.

Mangold received a Runner–up trophy during an

awards ceremony Oct. 2 for his performance at the

championship. He is a driver trainer with more than 20

years of experience driving mixer trucks and more than 30

years with CEMEX.

“CEMEX drivers are the best in the business by

consistently maintaining high standards of safety and

professionalism while delivering quality products and

superior customer experiences,” said Kirk Light, CEMEX

USA’s regional president for Florida. “We’re very proud of

Dave Mangold and all of our drivers who represented

CEMEX in this competition, just like we’re proud of the

work they do every day for our customers.”

This was the third time in as many years that Mangold

received recognition from the NRMCA. In 2016, he was

one of two runners–up for the association’s Driver of the

Year award, and he placed fourth in the 2015 National

Mixer Driver Championship.

Five other CEMEX drivers –Thomas Comeau of

Marana, Ariz., Robert Creekmore of Bakersfield, Calif.,

Stan Gonzalez of Pleasanton, Calif., Grigor Khachatryan of

Los Angeles and Fernando Lopez of Rialto, Calif. — also

competed in this year’s NRMCA championship.

Cocoa CEMEX driver Dave Mangold places second in NRMCA National Mixer Driver Championship
Each driver had to earn first or second place in a state

association mixer driver competition or intra–company

driver competition to qualify for the event.

CEMEX is a global building materials company.

Welsh Construction now licensed builder for Tellus Building Systems
Longtime area firm Welsh Construction is now a licensed builder for Tellus Building Systems. Welsh Construction is a

fast–growing commercial general contractor in Melbourne that works in Brevard and surrounding counties.

The company recently became an authorized builder for Tellus Building Systems. Tellus designs, engineers and

manufactures advanced, high–performance, lightweight, concrete–composite building superstructures.

“On retail, office, self–storage, medical, educational and multifamily projects, thin, lightweight concrete–wall panels

attached to steel framing are produced off–site, trucked in pre– assembled, and can be erected by cranes in less time and

cost compared to the traditional manual process,” said president and CEO Ken Welsh.

“We look forward to using this system on new buildings throughout Brevard County and the Southeastern states.

For more information on the Tellus Building System, call Ken Welsh at 757–7383 or contact him at ken@welshci.com.

Oliva affiliates with Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate recently announced that Daniel Oliva has become an affiliated sales

associate with the company in the local market. “I look forward to providing the best customer service and helping area

buyers and sellers achieve their needs with my knowledge of the area,” said Michael Pruitt, branch manager of Coldwell

Banker Residential Real Estate, said, “We are very happy to welcome Daniel Oliva to the Coldwell Banker network. His

knowledge of the area and commitment to excellent customer service leads to making customers for life. Oliva’s phone

number is 312–3281, or contact him at daniel.oliva@floridamoves.com.

Application deadline set for Holiday Gift Shop vendors
The Art Gallery of Viera will host its popular Holiday Gift Shop from Nov. 10 through Jan. 7. The Gallery is at

2261 Town Center Ave. This is an event where vendors showcase their products. To apply, you will need to email a few

jpegs that are representative of your items to Call4Art@ArtGalleryofViera.com by Nov. 2. To review the full prospectus,

visit www.ArtGalleryofViera.com. The Gallery’s phone number is 504–4343.
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HALLOWEEN Pet Safety Tips
Candle-lit jack-o-lanterns can 
be fire hazards. Keep cords and 
synthetic spider webs from 
being gobbled up.

VAMPING THE  HOUSE
Keep pets away from candy. 
Xylitol gum and chocolate are 
toxic to pets!

TREATS CAN BE TRICKY

SPOOKY SOUNDS
                Constant doorbell ringing, 
knocking and spooky music could cause 
even a friendly pet to become ghoulish.

Don’t force an unwanted costume 
on your pet. Check for small parts

Some pets are happiest
in a quiet room away from the party. 
Participation shouldn’t be mandatory. 

Spooked pets might bolt out    
the door. Tags and a microchip 
can help them get home safely.

MUST SHOW ID

COSTUMES ARE OPTIONAL

PARTY POOPERS ARE OK

that may cause intestinal issues if eaten.

Open 24/7 Including Weekends & Holidays!

https://www.centralfloridaanimaler.com
https://www.jjsbarandgrille.com
http://www.centralfloridaanimaler.com/
http://jjsbarandgrille.com/
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Please see ‘Masquerade, Martinis & Masterpieces Gala’ page 19

Red Ginger Restaurant at Melbourne Mall to host ‘Masquerade, Martinis &
Masterpieces’ — benefits Candlelighters; tickets and sponsorships available
By Ken Datzman

Local restaurateur Grace Han Zhao,

who strives to be a perfectionist in the field

of hospitality, has been putting the

finishing touches on Red Ginger as she

prepares her business to host a fundraiser

that will benefit Candlelighters of Brevard

Inc.

“And you can bet the place will be

spectacular in every way,” said Malak

Hammad, a community volunteer who

along with Joanna Godwin has been

assisting with the event as well as many

others.

“Grace will turn her restaurant into an

‘upscale hotel’ for this event, with round

tables covered with tablecloths and

everything you would expect for a fine–

dining experience and much more. It’s

going to be exciting to see the finished

look,” added Hammad.

For six years, Grace ran the banquet

operations for a Five–Star hotel in China

before moving to the United States.

“Everything had to be perfect, just like the

magnificent marble floors and the crystal

lights of that hotel,” said Grace, who has

been a restaurant entrepreneur in Brevard

County for the last 17 years.

She has used her hospitality skills to

build one of the area’s most popular full–

service “scratch” restaurants, paying

attention to the details that make the

difference between a good dining experi-

ence and a great dining experience.

Grace Zhao and finance graduate

Jimmy Zhao run Red Ginger Restaurant,

which serves Asian cuisine and is located

inside Melbourne Square Mall. They also

have a Red Ginger Restaurant on North

Wickham Road in Suntree.

“We prepare everything fresh in our

kitchens,” said Grace, the CEO. “We are a

‘scratch’ restaurant. A lot of prep work is

involved to prepare what we serve.”

Red Ginger’s extensive menu includes

such selections as: Shrimp with Lobster

Sauce, Pan–Fried Salmon with Black Bean

Sauce, Shrimp in Black Bean Sauce,

Lemon Pepper Shrimp, Steamed or Crispy

Whole Red Snapper, Chilean Sea Bass in

Sweet Miso Sauce, Ahi Tuna in Tamarind

Dressing, Soft Shell Crab in Black Bean

Sauce, Braised Curry Chicken with Yam,

Beef Stew Sha Guo, and Beef with

Portobello Mushroom.

Jimmy and Grace will be showcasing

their Red Ginger Restaurant at the

Melbourne Square Mall on Friday,

Nov. 3, when they host the “Masquerade,

Martinis & Masterpieces Gala.”

The event is from 6 p.m. to midnight. If

you don’t have a mask to wear, don’t worry.

Eileen Schooner of Fleurs Da Champ will

have plenty of custom masks for you to

choose from at the event.

The “red–carpet affair” will feature a

full–service dinner, fine art, dance perfor-

mances, musical entertainment, and a

runway fashion show.

Red Ginger will be serving its award–

winning “Ginger Martini,” which is made

with fresh ginger. “That’s what makes it so

good,” said Grace, who has taken continu-

ing education classes at Keiser University’s

Center for the Culinary Arts in Melbourne.

The drink was voted “Best Martini on the

Melbourne Coast” in a 2015 event put on

by the Melbourne Regional Chamber of

Commerce.

The Gala will be a full–scale production

inside one of the largest restaurants in the

area. “It’s going to be a great night out for

people and they will be supporting a great

nonprofit organization — Candlelighters of

Brevard,” said Hammad, who is the

manager for the new Marine Bank & Trust

office that is scheduled to open in Suntree

before the end of the year.

“Candlelighters of Brevard is honored to

have been selected as the beneficiary of this

year’s event at Red Ginger Restaurant,”

said Natasha Duran, the executive director

of Candlelighters of Brevard. “We are

humbled by the entire executive planning

committee of this event for their passion for

the community and for the children of

Candlelighters.”

Candlelighters of Brevard provides a

range of programs, services, and emotional

support for families whose children have

been diagnosed with cancer. A large

portion of the funds raised by

Candlelighters helps families pay for the

cost of food, gas, tolls, and transportation to

and from out–of–county cancer centers and

hospitals during crucial treatment times.

Brevard County does not have a pediatric

oncologist, so the families must travel to

have their children treated.

“We want to make the Masquerade

Gala a very successful event,” said

Hammad, who is a volunteer with

Candlelighters. “The business community

can do that through ticket purchases and

sponsorship support.”

Individual tickets, to what is being

billed as “The Gala Event of the Year,” are

$79. Visit www.Selobrate.com to register

for the event. Sponsorships range from

$550 to $1,050, with various amenities at

each support level. For example, the

“Martini” level sponsor at $750 receives

four Gala tickets, a one–third page

advertisement in the Gala program, one

standing banner “prominently” displayed

at the event, a YouTube advertisement

highlight, and other recognitions.

Grace Han Zhao is the CEO of Red Ginger Restaurants, with locations in Melbourne Square Mall
and in Suntree. Red Ginger at the Melbourne Mall, which can seat 260 people, will be hosting the
Masquerade Gala at 6 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 3. Candlelighters is the event’s beneficiary. The program
will include a full dinner with tableside service, an auction, dance performances, musical entertain-
ment, and a runway fashion show. Individual tickets are $79.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see ‘Cultural Arts Showcase,’ page 21

BSO and the King Center partner for Cultural Arts Showcase — free event at King
Center to feature more than 50 organizations; BSO Family Concert ‘Spooktacular’
By Ken Datzman

Brevard County is rich in cultural arts organizations,

and the community will soon have the opportunity to see

firsthand how deep the talent and diversity runs.

The 2017 “Cultural Arts Showcase” — billed as a

“festival” type of event presented free of charge to the

public — will be held from 12–5 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 29,

at the Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts on

North Wickham Road in Melbourne.

No tickets are required to attend this celebration of the

arts. The Showcase is being presented by the Brevard

Symphony Orchestra in partnership with the King Center.

“As this is the fifth anniversary of the festival, we are

aiming for the best performances, the best cultural

demonstrations, and the best arts activities yet,” said BSO

Executive Director Fran Delisle. “This event has inspired

arts lovers of all ages and we continue to evolve the festival

by adding a multitude of performances and ways to engage

our guests with the arts.”

The Showcase typically attracts more than 5,000 people

who attend the live performances, cultural demonstrations

and arts activities going on in the lobby of the King Center,

on the main stage, in the Studio Theatre, in the rotunda,

and outdoors on the grounds of the facility, where vendor

food trucks will be parked and selling to the public.

“The Showcase has been a big success,” said Karen

Wilson, director of the King Center’s Theatre for Youth

Program. “Where can you go in the region and experience

such a rich diversity of the arts and enjoy a full symphonic

Family Concert, and it’s all free of charge?”

She added, “This event presents the opportunity for

families to spend quality time together. There will be more

than 50 organizations participating in this year’s program.

I think that speaks volumes to the depth of the cultural

arts community in Brevard County.”

Peg Girard, the managing director and the artistic

director for the downtown Melbourne Civic Theatre, said

the annual Showcase “is a great outlet for the cultural arts

groups and organizations in the county. There are five

community theaters in the county, and all types of other

cultural arts organizations. This event brings us all

together at a convenient location to take part in a wide

range of performances, and enjoy the BSO’s Family

Concert.”

The Melbourne Civic Theatre is marking its 65th

anniversary this year. Girard said, “We are the oldest arts

organization in Brevard County. Our history goes back to

the Indian River Players, which later became the

Melbourne Civic Theatre. We do six shows per year —

musicals and plays. This season, one of our big undertak-

ings will be the presentation of William Shakespeare’s ‘The

Comedy of Errors,’ which opens March 23. We are very

excited about that show.”

Visual artists around the county will be putting on

demonstrations at the Showcase.

“There are a number of different visual arts organiza-

tions in the county that will be represented at the event,”

said businessman and professional artist John Emery of

Preston Studios in Melbourne, a company that makes

stained glass products for residential and commercial

customers.

“The organizations include the Strawbridge Art League,

the Central Brevard Art Association, the Titusville Art

League, the Sebastian River Art Club, The Art Gallery of

Viera, and the Brevard Cultural Alliance. Their members

are very creative, so they will certainly be adding some

flavor to the 2017 Cultural Arts Showcase,” said Emery.

Emery and Jerry Preston are business partners in

Preston Studios. “I’ve been involved with Preston Studios

for more than 40 years. So stained glass has been a big

part of this community for a long time,” said Emery.

Local visual artists who are not affiliated with an

association will also be participating in the Showcase as

well, said Lesmarie Velez, the BSO’s marketing director.

“We have opened it up to them this year and they will be

displaying their art along the walkways. So on every

corner you turn, there will be some sort of art. We want art

everywhere. The arts are inspirational.”

Brevard County has a host of art galleries. In Titusville,

there is the Greenwood Art Gallery and the Downtown Art

Gallery. In Cocoa Village, the Carolyn Seiler Studios, the

Seaside Garden Studio and Gallery, and Sand and Sea

Gifts and Gallery are popular stops on the circuit. The Eau

Gallie Arts District of Melbourne has the member–run

Fifth Avenue Art Gallery, the Art and Antique Studio, the

Foosaner Art Museum, and the Derek Gores Gallery. This

is just a sampling of the some of the art venues in the

72–mile–long county.

In a year of “record submissions,” the Showcase

coordinators chose to create a more selective process

The fifth Cultural Arts Showcase is from 12–5 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 29, at the King Center in Melbourne. The free community event
is a collaboration of the BSO and the King Center. The program includes the BSO’s Family Concert. From left: Karen Wilson, director
of the King Center’s Theatre for Youth Program; Lesmarie Velez, BSO marketing director; Peg Girard, managing director/artistic
director, Melbourne Civic Theatre; and John Emery, Preston Studios.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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FASTSIGNS of Melbourne, a new sign and graphics

provider in Brevard County, is open for business at

7640 N. Wickham Road, Suite 115.

“While working in the sign industry for many years, I

had the pleasure to meet other FASTSIGNS franchisees

who truly care about their customers’ needs, which I really

respect and wanted to be a part of,” said Jeremy McCord,

owner of FASTSIGNS of Melbourne.

Having lived in Florida for 10 years, he recently

relocated to Melbourne and opened Brevard’s first

FASTSIGNS franchise.

McCord and the center’s graphic designer, Dione Avolio,

have more than 17 years of combined experience helping

businesses and organizations with their signage needs.

Charlie Serrano, the center’s visual communications

specialist, also brings more than 19 years of sales manage-

ment experience.

“My team and I are excited to be a part of the

Melbourne–Viera community and look forward to building

Businessowner Jeremy McCord opens new sign and graphics company on North Wickham Road
lasting relationships and helping other business owners

and residents with their visual communication projects,”

McCord said.

“Being a locally owned and operated business, while

having the support of a national brand, we’re able to give

customers that superior level of customer service and

attention to detail, and offer a large variety of signs,

graphics and other visual marketing solutions that people

may not have known were possible.”

FASTSIGNS of Melbourne is open Monday through

Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and can be reached at

307–2400 or 2163@fastsigns.com.

Local firm JM Real Estate closes two lease deals at Suntree Office Tower
JM Real Estate Inc. has announced the closing of two large lease transactions at Suntree Office Tower, bringing the

property to 100 percent occupancy. One was a 10–year lease for 6,700 square feet, while the other was a five–year lease

for 9,500 square feet. Both transactions totaled roughly $2.5 million in lease value, said Jewel McDonald, the president of

JM Real Estate in Melbourne. She said the names of the new tenants will be announced later.

Suntree Office Tower is a well–appointed Class “A” office building. “We are honored to provide both the leasing and

property management services for this distinguished property,” said McDonald, who handled both lease transactions on

behalf of the owner. JM Real Estate is a full–service commercial property management, leasing, sales, and investment

acquisition company. The firm specializes in multi–tenant office, medical office, retail, and industrial properties through-

out Brevard County. For more information about JM Real Estate, contact McDonald at 242–2882, extension 205. The

web address is www.JMRealEstate.com. “We welcome new business opportunities,” said McDonald.
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Barn Light Electric launches
updated website as it introduces
new Handmade Furniture line

TITUSVILLE — Taking a cue from its Space Coast

roots, Barn Light Electric has launched a new website with

a new look.

Along with a new logo and a streamlined, user–friendly

website, the company is rolling out an original line of

Handmade Furniture to complement its collections of Barn

Lighting, LED Lighting, and its exclusive line of Porcelain

Enamel Lighting and Porcelain Dinnerware.

The new mobile–friendly site is loaded with “stunning”

photos of lighting in different settings, giving customers a

feel for how the lights look in real spaces.

The website also features a Shop–by–Style tab,

including popular styles such as Schoolhouse Lighting,

Industrial Lighting, Farmhouse Lighting, and Mixed

Metals.

Barn Light Electric began handcrafting barn lights in

2008 and is the nation’s only manufacturer of porcelain

enamel lighting. “On the fast track to developing a solid

reputation as the go–to source for high–quality, vintage–

inspired lighting,” Barn Light gained customers around

the globe and garnered awards for its designs and cus-

tomer service.

The transformed website makes it even easier for

customers to select and customize lighting, which is still

handcrafted and assembled by the company’s cadre of

artisans. To view the new changes, visit

www.barnlight.com and find more inspiration on its

Instagram & Pinterest feeds.

Titusville Downtown Art Gallery
to host a reception for Tricia Eisen

The Titusville Downtown Art Gallery will host a

reception for its newest artist, Tricia Eisen, from 6–9 p.m.

on Friday, Oct. 20. Her award–winning paintings have

been exhibited throughout Florida and are showcased “in

homes around the world.”

Eisen is a member of Women Painters of the Southeast

and Fine Art America.

She began painting while attending high school. A

neighbor, who was an artist, gave her paint, brushes and

canvas and helped her get started. That artist’s advice

“was to paint what you love.” Eisen followed this advice,

creating “deep, rich images that reflect her love of paint-

ing.”

During the reception, she will be doing a live art

demonstration allowing visitors to see her mastery of the

difficult medium of oil paints. Her work is on display at the

Titusville Downtown Art Gallery through Nov. 30.

Eisen and 14 other gallery artists will be in attendance

at the wine and cheese reception. The Gallery is located at

335 S. Washington Ave., in downtown Titusville. The

Gallery’s regular hours are Monday through Friday from

10 a.m.–5 p.m., and Saturday from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. For

more information on the reception, call 268–0122 or visit

www.TheDowntownArtGallery.com.
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The GTA US Team and its partners hit the road in

August to meet with travel agents and tour operators

across the country.

GTA is an industry pioneer and a leading global

distributor that provides travel companies with easy access

to hotel accommodations and destination services. It sells

roughly 40,000 room nights per–day online. More than

40 percent of its turnover is sourced from fast–growing

markets in Asia, the Middle East and Africa.

The “Original Great Wall” road show, held Aug. 21–26,

included stops in Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong

offering opportunities for 200 Chinese travel professionals

to connect with more than 20 hotel and destination

partners from the US.

As well as a series of one–to–one meetings with agents

during which hotel partners showcased their products and

services, the three road show events were also the opportu-

nity for the GTA sales team in Greater China to provide

some insights and business updates on the country’s

outbound travel market.

Joyce Huang, GTA head of sales for Greater China,

said, “America has now become the no. 1 long–haul

destination for GTA China. In the first half of 2017, we

saw over 60 percent year–on–year growth in the U.S.

market compared to the same period last year. GTA is

positioned as a highly recognized business–to–business

brand in China, providing a ‘one–stop’ solution to agents

and resellers. The positive engagement between the China

tour operators and American partners during these events

is a great demonstration of our strength in sourcing the

right accommodation to meet their clients’ needs and

bringing value to their business.”

Leading the U.S. delegation, Stuart Dale, vice president

of hotel sourcing for the Americas, added, “China is a very

big market with different customer segments and cultural

codes. Our objective was to provide the stage for American

hotel and destination partners to meet and connect with

our clients in order to better understand this increasingly

important Chinese market.”

The company’s website is www.gta–travel.com.

GTA road show strengthens United States as top long–haul destination for the China source market

Beyond and Back Travel announces changes at its beachside business
Pia Hanlon–Olsen, the owner of Beyond and Back Travel in Melbourne Beach, has announced some new changes at

the business. “After 22 years of devoted service, Judy Law has decided to retire. While she will no longer be booking

vacations for our community, she plans to continue traveling personally and visiting with family in her newfound time

off,” said Hanlon–Olsen.

Taking over for Law will be Keith Buehlman, who is new to the area and moved here from Pennsylvania, where he

worked as a travel agent for Liberty Travel. “Keith is well–versed in the travel world and energetically awaits working

with our clients,” she said. Sierra Brown is also changing roles in the company as she transitions from executive assistant

to a full–time agent role.

“With so many things changing, customers can rest assured that we will continue to provide the same level of service

and dedication to all of our clients and our corporate accounts,” said Hanlon–Olsen.

For more information on the agency, call 725–9720 or visit www.BeyondAndBack.com.

League of Women Voters of Space Coast to host candidate forums at two locations
The League of Women Voters of the Space Coast will host public forums for two local municipalities. On Friday,

Oct. 20, a forum will be held for the candidates running for two Indialantic council seats. The candidates are Dick Dunn,

Randy Greer, Simon Kemp, Lawrence Maxwell and Laura Rankin. The forum will be held from 6–8 p.m. at the

Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 106 N. Riverside Drive in Indialantic. The forum for the candidates running for two

council seats in the City of Cape Canaveral will be held on Saturday, Oct. 21, from 10–11:30 a.m. at the Cape Canaveral

Public Library, 201 Polk Ave. The candidates are Antonio Alban, John Bond, Dr. Nelly Cardinale, Wes Morrison and

Angela Raymond. The League’s first vice president and voter–service chairwoman, Sharon Reynolds–Mixon, will

moderate. The forums are free of charge and members of the audience will have the opportunity to submit written

questions to the candidates. For more information on this community event, call 777–9388.
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The Space Coast Jazz Society to
present swinging concert Nov. 5
at Rockledge Country Club

The Space Coast Jazz Society will present “Shannon

“Chief” Cherry and His Red Beans & Rice” swing jazz

band at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 5, at Rockledge Country

Club.

Cherry started this band in 1977 with some fellow

classmates at Brevard Community College in Cocoa, in

Marion Scott’s band room.

Cherry started the band during the neo–swing revival

of the late 1990s to play gigs specifically for dancers

during the short–lived swing–dance craze. Later, this

pursuit would foster a deeper love and appreciation for

more kinds of jazz, and the band would branch out to

perform other types of jazz from the eras between 1920

and 1960.

Today, Cherry is writing “classic swing” inspired

original music, very much like one of his contemporary

influencers, Harry Connick Jr.

The current makeup of the band in the past year,

depending on availability, has included Mark

Sunderland on trumpet, Major Bailey and Corey Powell

on trombones, Joe Goldberg on clarinet and saxes (when

he’s in town from New Orleans), Mike Telesmanick and

Marce Talos on piano, Ron Pirtle on bass and Ritchie

Mola and Brock Wollard on drums.

A new addition in recent years has been the inclusion

of female vocalists. Currently taking that seat is Britty

Bardez–Tedtmann and Megan Roxane Shea.

Cherry sings, plays saxophones and writes songs.

Chief Cherry and His Red Beans & Rice jazz band are

working on their debut album, endorsed and promoted

Joseph Haynes Davis, brother of the last Miles Davis,

which will culminate 20 years of swinging in Florida.

The Space Coast Jazz Society concerts are open to the

public and no reservations are needed. Admission is paid

at the door. The cost is $10 for Space Coast Jazz Society

members and Rockledge Country Club members. The

price is $15 for guests, while students are admitted free

of charge.

Rockledge Country Club’s address is 1591 S. Fiske

Blvd. For more information on this program, call

960–4897, email Jazz@SpaceCoastJazzSoiety.org or visit

www.SpaceCoastJazzSociety.org.

Fifth Avenue Art Gallery to host reception
The 35th annual Craft Show at the Fifth Avenue Art

Gallery, which will feature a tropical theme, is set to open

Oct. 31. Many new and returning crafters and artisans

will be represented, offering a variety of gifts to explore

for the holiday season. The Craft Show will run through

Jan. 6. The First Friday Opening Reception will be from

5:30–8:30 p.m. on Nov. 3, and ties in with the Eau Gallie

Arts District First Friday promotion designed to show off

businesses in that part of Melbourne. Many of the

participating artists will be in attendance. The Fifth

Avenue Art Gallery’s address is 1470 Highland Ave. The

reception is free of charge and open to the public. For

more information on this event, call 259–8261.

Regions Bank
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Looking for innovative tools and award-winning customer service to help you take your next 

step in life? You’ve come to the right place. We help you move your money forward with: 

  that’s relevant to your situation and goals 

 Experienced bankers  

 Banking tools and technology that keep up with your busy life

Ready to spend less time thinking about your money and more time thinking about life? 
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‘Masquerade, Martinis & Masterpieces Gala’
Continued from page 12

Vendor space is $170 (includes one “premium” ticket to

the event).

For full details on being a Gala sponsor and joining

other businessowners, contact Godwin at 652–8402. Her

email address is JoannaGodwin@yahoo.com. Grace’s

phone number is 258–0479. Her email address is

GraceHan168@gmail.com. Another contact for sponsor-

ships is Selo Alkaranfil at 223–9142 or Selo.a@state.today.

To donate auction items for the event, contact

Maureen.Gilbert @gmail.com or call 795–2867. Greg

Pallone of Channel 13 News will be the auctioneer and the

master of ceremony for the program.

The evening will include a performance by the es-

teemed concert pianist Brian Gatchell, a Brevard resident.

He will perform an original score, as well as Andrew Lloyd

Webber’s “Phantom of the Opera.” He’ll be using a limited

edition Bosedorfer piano called “Woman in Gold.”

Inspired by Gustav Klimt (1862–1918), one of the most

famous Austrian painters and artists of the Viennese Art

Nouveau movement, this piano is No. 1 of a limited

collection and is available for purchase for $185,000.

Other highlights of the evening will include, the

honored Masterpieces:

l An art exhibit by Christopher Maslow and his

handpicked team, including Panther Brunotte and Yacu

Malik.

l Dance performances by The Brevard Ballet Academy.

l Dance demonstrations by Larry Kaczmarek and

Chris Marcelle.

l Dance performances by Salsa Heat’s Viviana Moscoso

and Juan Esteban Alvarez.

l Musical performances by Sinatra impersonator and

jazz singer Michael Mirand.

l Musical performances by Shades of Soul’s Omar

Khan and Jena Fair.

l Muscial perfomances by well–known saxophonist

Paul Beach.

l Chuck Fresh and Karen Wooden of WMEL’s “The

Radio Take–Over Show” will be interviewing people at the

Gala.

l A Runway Fashion Show will feature designs by

Michael Emmanuel Couture. He’s one of the “most

creative, talented, and hottest fashion designers to

embrace the industry in years.” He launched his company

in New York City. His designs have been showcased

around the nation, including at the famous Apollo Theatre

in Harlem, N.Y.

l The decorations for the Gala will be provided by

Absolutely Fabulous Event Rentals and Buds & Bows

Florals.

Red Ginger has been operating at the Melbourne

Square Mall for the last four years, said Grace, whose

restaurant seats 260 people at that site and includes

private rooms for banquets and other gatherings. “We have

been in Suntree for 17 years.”

Before that, she owned Lucky Garden, a takeout

restaurant in Melbourne. She bought that restaurant and

built its clientele before selling it. “That was my first

venture in Brevard County. The hospitality industry has

been my only career. I love what I do. The restaurant

business is challenging and exciting. You have to stay on

top of every facet of the operation and make sure your

customers are pleased with the food, with the service, and

with their total dining experience.”

Red Ginger has scored top reviews on “Yelp.” For

example, Taylor T. of Fort Pierce posted this review:

“Amazing food. Good portions. Love the ambiance of the

restaurant, the design and the background music they

play. Will definitely be back when I’m in town.”

Said Slya S. of Melbourne: “I am a regular. I mostly get

traditional Chinese dishes. Today, I decided to try the

sashimi for lunch, and it was great. Love it.”

And R.J. of Florence of South Carolina, who ordered

online, said in his review: “The spicy seafood was delicious!

I opted for delivery to the hotel where I was staying while

in town for a business meeting. Service was good and

hassle–free.”

Jimmy and Grace spend long hours running their

two Red Ginger Restaurants. But they always make

time to be supportive and involved with nonprofit entities

in the region.

“We try to support as many area nonprofits as we can.

We work to build our restaurants and we work to make the

community better. We are thankful for the customer

support we receive at our restaurants and helping

nonprofits is one way in which we can give back to the

community,” said Grace.
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† Tour campus and classrooms † Meet administrators and teachers 
† Receive admissions  assistance information

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT | MORAL RESPONSIBILITY 
LEADERSHIP | FAITH FORMATION

Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org 

Serving Students in Pre-K3
& VPK4 Through Grade 12

ASCENSION
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Melbourne | (321) 254-5495

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Melbourne | (321) 723-3631

ST. JOSEPH
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Palm Bay | (321) 723-8866

HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Indialantic | (321) 773-1630

ST. MARY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Rockledge | (321) 636-4208

DIVINE MERCY
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

Merritt Island | (321) 452-0263

OUR SAVIOUR
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cocoa Beach | (321) 783-2330

ST. TERESA 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Titusville | (321) 267-1643

MELBOURNE CENTRAL 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Melbourne | (321) 727-0793

https://www.visitbrevardcatholicschools.org
http://www.brevardcatholicschools.org/
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Sponsorships for the Showcase start at $500. Tables to

show off products and services are $200. “All the money

from sponsorships and table fees help pay for everything

that goes into this event,” said Velez.

To inquire about being an event sponsor, call

Velez at 242–2024 or send an email message to

LVelez@BrevardSymphony.com. The web address is

www.CulturalArtsShowcase.com.

“There is a lot of work and planning on the behalf of

many people that make this event what it is every year, so

area residents can experience all the wonderful things

Brevard County has to offer in the world of culture. We are

looking forward to another successful Showcase,” said

Wilson.

‘Cultural Arts Showcase’
Continued from page 21

Brevard Achievement Center set to
recognize business community with
event at Hilton Melbourne Rialto

ROCKLEDGE — The Brevard Achievement Center

(BAC) will present its inaugural “Employ, Empower:

Achieve,” or E2A, community awards at 8:30 a.m. on

Wednesday, Oct. 25, at the Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place.

The program is part of the agency’s National Disability

Employment Awareness Month activities. The E2A

awards identify those individuals and organizations across

Brevard that have created opportunities to help people

with disabilities achieve personal success. In addition to

the breakfast–award ceremony, the event will feature

motivational funny man Brett Leake.

“Our inaugural award winners have truly shown that

there’s no limit to what individuals with disabilities can

achieve when given the chance,” said BAC President and

CEO Amar Patel. “Because October is the month we

recognize the achievements individuals with disabilities

and their employers make in our workforce every day, we

felt that it was the perfect time to initiate the E2A

Awards.”

BAC’s first E2A awards will be presented to:

l Brevard County Clerk of the Court: E2A recognizes

organizations that create work opportunities in the

community for people with disabilities.

l Brevard Zoo: Moving Forward Award recognizes

individuals or organizations that have made special efforts

to assist people with disabilities in gaining new skills or

improving access to employment opportunities.

l Karen Kirkland — Carr, Riggs & Ingram: Believe and

Achieve Award recognizes individuals with disabilities

who have made significant personal strides in achieving

success in work or life.

Leake is a comic with muscular dystrophy who uses

humor as a problem–solving device. He was the first

comedian with a physical disability to appear on NBC’s

“The Tonight Show” with Jay Leno and is a National

Humor Treasure Award winner.

Tickets are $20 per person or $160 for a corporate table

that seats eight people.

Go to bacbrevard.com to purchase tickets or contact

Susan McGrath at smcgrath@bacbrevard.com or 632–

8610, extension 204, for more information on this event.

Parrish
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Woodland II Industrial Park

7000 - 26,270 sq.ft

For Lease or For Sale

� $9.50 PSF plus CAM
� Office, lab, engineering, and flex space
� Three (3) SCIF spaces - Move-in ready
� Easy access to I-95, US-192, & Wickham Road
� 6.5 miles to Orlando Melbourne International Airport
� 1 hour drive to Orlando

Nearby companies include: Northrop Grumman,
Lockheed Martin, DRS, GE, and Harris Corporation

Excellent Location!

Great for High-Tech Facilities
Scenic Industrial Park

Contact Aaron Anderson
aaron@CIAdevelopers.com

321-723-3400 ext. 208

REAL ESTATE

https://www.CIADevelopers.com
http://www.cia-developers.com/
http://www.cia-developers.com/
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‘Cultural Arts Showcase’
Continued from page 13

focused on the diversity of performance, said Velez. “I

think the community is going to greatly enjoy and embrace

the mix of performances that will be going on throughout

the day.”

The BSO’s annual Family Concert will highlight the

Showcase. The concert, titled the “Symphonic

Spooktacular,” is set for 2 p.m. on the main stage of the

King Center.

“For more than 35 years, the BSO has presented a

Family Concert free of charge to the community, and for

more than two decades we have partnered with the King

Center,” said Velez.

“Five years ago, the BSO and the King Cener collabo-

rated to create the Cultural Arts Showcase and engage the

community in a great day of the arts, which includes the

Family Concert. The BSO is proud to be the only profes-

sional orchestra in Brevard County. We love our commu-

nity, and we are really proud of the Cultural Arts Show-

case and the way it has evolved through the years. The

community gets to experience the best in the arts,” Velez

added.

The “Symphonic Spooktacular” is being presented by

Harry and Wendy Brandon, longtime supporters of the

cultural arts and many other nonprofit organizations in

the county. Audience members are asked to join the

orchestra and wear “family friendly” Halloween costumes

to the Family Concert, which will continue to be a free

annual event many years into the future.

“This year is the first year in which Harry and Wendy

Brandon will be sponsoring the Family Concert,” said

Velez. “They will be the sponsor of the BSO’s Family

Concert for the next 100 years. We’re grateful of their

support, which will ensure the continuation of this annual

tradition.”

Mike and Mindy from radio station Lite Rock 99.3 will

host the concert. The program will include music from the

“Phantom of the Opera,” “Pirates of the Caribbean,” “The

Syncopated Clock,” “Night on Bald Mountain,” “Funeral

March of a Marionette,” “The Incredibles,” a tribute to

John Williams, and the finale, “William Tell Overture.”

The Brevard Symphony Youth Orchestra, comprised of

student musicians 6 to 18 years old, will kick off its 2017–

2018 season following the BSO Family Concert.

Nine arts organizations were selected to perform on the

Studio Theatre stage for the Showcase. They will show off

a variety of performing arts and cultural arts, starting at

12:15 p.m.

The groups are: the American Belly Dance Club, which

will perform various dance styles, including Egyptian,

Cabaret, and Tribal Fusion; The Viera Studio for The

Performing Arts will present a musical revue of popular

theater songs sung by 10– to 15–year olds; and the

Brevard Community Chorus, under the direction of

Dr. Robert Lamb, will perform two movements from

Vivaldi’s “Gloria.”

The list continues: The Melbourne City Dance Center

will show off a variety of dances, including ballet, contem-

porary and ballroom; the Voice of Indonesians in Florida

will demonstrate traditional Indonesian dances and music;

The Henegar Center, in association with The Feller

Theatre Academy, will present a performance of “Hard

Knock Life” from the musical “Annie”; Marta’s City

Harmonizers, led by director Gretchen Lux, will present a

unique, four–part, a cappella harmony in barbershop style;

and the Eastern Florida State College Theatre students

will show off their talents as they perform selections from

their fall production of “The Dining Room” by A.R. Gurney.

The Showcase will also spotlight a variety of smaller

acts on the Open–Air stage as well as random “pop–up”

performances throughout the day, said Velez.

At 4:30 p.m., there will be a Halloween Costume

contest, she said. Children of all ages are invited to

participate in the contest. Audience members will deter-

mine the category winners for “Spookiest,” “Funniest,” and

“Most Original.” Other categories are “Best Group” and, for

ages 18 and older, “Best Cosplay.” Additional awards will

include “Judge’s Choice” and “Best–in–Show.”

“Every year, we encourage all the artists and arts

organizations participating in the Cultural Arts Showcase

to use their creativity to their fullest,” said Velez.

“This year, we are asking all groups to add ‘fun’ and

‘spooky’ elements to their presentations to create a safe,

family friendly Halloween setting for the guests. It’s so

much fun to see all of the guests wearing costumes and

trick–or–treating among the vendors.”

Please see ‘Cultural Arts Showcase,’ page 20
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Melbourne Office: 723-1400
Indialantic Office: 724-2300
Relocation: 725-1500

Palm Bay Office: 725-8120
Viera Office: 259-2993
Commercial: 723-3664

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
Serving Brevard Since 1965

I can help when you need a service done without 
the complications of hiring an employee.
BOOKKEEPING, ORGANIZING, MEETING 

PREPARATION AND MUCH MORE!
Becky.Lane@LaneBusinessSolutionsLLC.com

1800 Penn Street, #11, Melbourne, FL  32901 � 321.729.9900 � www.ullianrealty.com

OFFICE  INDUSTRIAL  RETAIL  INVESTMENT
We're Brevard County's Commercial Real Estate Experts
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FIRST CHOICE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS PROUDLY PRESENTS

At First Choice Medical Group and The B.A.C.K. Center, we make you better

Want to be better? Come to the best.

GENERAL ORTHOPAEDICS | ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY | SPORTS MEDICINE | TOTAL JOINTS

FRACTURE CARE | NEUROLOGY } INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT | PHYSICAL THERAPY

SPINE SURGERY | NON-OPERATIVE SPINE PROCEDURES | PHYSIATRY | CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES

OSTEOPOROSIS CLINIC | ACUPUNCTURE | INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT | PHYSICAL THERAPY

FIRST CHOICE MEDICAL GROUP
MAIN OFFICE

709 South Harbor City Blvd
Suite 100

Melbourne, Fl 32901

VIERA OFFICE

7000 Spyglass Court Suite 220
Viera, Fl 32940

www.myfcmg.com

THE B.A.C.K. CENTER
MAIN OFFICE

2222 South Harbor City Blvd
Suite 610
Melbourne, Fl 32901

MERRITT ISLAND OFFICE

650 S. Courtenay Pkwy, Suite 100
Merritt Island, FL 32952

www.thebackcenter.net

To make an appointment, please call

www.mydoctor321.com/BBN

To make an appointment, please call

www.mydoctor321.com/BBN

https://www.mydoctor321.com/BBN
https://www.mydoctor321.com/BBN
http://www.myfcmg.com/
http://www.myfcmg.com/
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The Center for Hearing Improvement
Continued from page 1

hearing loss, and the connection between vision and

hearing,” she said.

“Having the hearing department within the facilities of

The Eye Institute is bringing more awareness to patients.

This is definitely something we want to shine the light on.

Your vision and your hearing are two things you need to

protect throughout your life.”

A recent study found that hearing loss is twice as

common in people with diabetes as it is in those who don’t

have the disease. It appears there is a lot of overlap

between the two. Diabetes and hearing loss are two of

America’s most widespread health concerns.

Since it can happen slowly, the symptoms of hearing

loss can often be hard to notice, said Smythe, a hearing–

aid specialist. She said some of the common signs of

hearing loss are: frequently asking others to repeat

themselves, having trouble following conversations that

involve more than two people, thinking that others are

mumbling, having trouble hearing the voices of women

and small children, and turning up the television or radio

volume to the point that it’s too loud for others who are

nearby.

Years ago, The Eye Institute for Medicine & Surgery

established The Hearing Improvement Center at its

practice to provide full hearing evaluations and assist

patients. The Center for Hearing Improvement offers

people the opportunity to receive a thorough, complimen-

tary initial hearing consultation.

“We do pure–tone testing to make sure the patients are

hearing at different frequencies, from 250 hertz all the way

to 8,000 hertz,” said Smythe. “Pure tone is the key hearing

test used to identify the hearing threshold levels of an

individual. Each ear is tested individually.”

She added, “We also do speech–recognition tests to

make sure their brains are processing the information. I

remind patients that we don’t really hear with our ears, we

hear with our brains. The brain is a very interesting

machine. It has to select, organize and follow a conversa-

tion. If the conversation isn’t going up into the brain

clearly, it sounds muffled. That makes it more difficult for

them to put the ‘puzzle pieces’ together. And that’s what

tends to happen with patients the longer they wait to get

their hearing checked and corrected.”

Research studies show the sooner you treat hearing loss

the better outcome you will have with using and adapting

to hearing devices.

The American Medical Association says everyone over

the age of 50 should have a baseline hearing screening

followed by annual hearing evaluations.

“Around the age of 50 is a good timeframe. By then, the

ears have had some mileage on them. But if you are

experiencing any difficulty hearing at any age, you

definitely should be tested. I’ve had some patients come in

thinking the problem was a wax–buildup issue, when in

fact they had developed a virus in their ear,” said Smythe,

who has earned certifications from the Florida Department

of Health by obtaining state licensure as a hearing–aid

specialist.

Her professional interests include hearing–aid amplifi-

cation, sound–field amplification, the prevention of noise–

induced hearing loss, and the management of tinnitus, or

“ringing in the ears.” Tinnitus is very common, she said.

“Hearing loss can be associated with ringing in the ears. It

can be one of the variables causing tinnitus, along with

excessive intake of caffeine, certain medications, and other

things, including ear infections and ear–wax buildup.”

According to the American Tinnitus Association, more

than 50 million people experience tinnitus, often to a

“debilitating” degree, making it one of the most common

health conditions in the United States. More than

20 million people struggle with chronic tinnitus, and

2 million of those report “extreme” conditions.

The onset of tinnitus can stem from a variety of known

and unknown causes, including neurological damage,

excessive ear wax, ear infections and nasal allergies. The

primary symptom of tinnitus is the perception of “a

persistent buzzing or ringing sound in the ear,” said

Smythe.

October is National Audiology Awareness Month and

the American Academy of Audiology is urging the public to

be conscious of hearing health.

A recent study by the “Lancet International Commis-

sion on Dementia Prevention, Intervention and Care” cited

various risk factors for dementia, including “midlife

hearing loss.” The report also stated that dementia

typically starts many years before it is recognized. Hearing

impacts the brain and cognitive thinking.

The study focused on nine risk factors for dementia:

childhood education, midlife hearing loss, hypertension,

obesity, late–life smoking, depression, physical inactivity,

diabetes, and social isolation. “One of the first signs of

hearing loss is isolation,” said Smythe.

Even though the diagnosis of dementia usually occurs

later in life, the brain pathology begins years earlier, and

the Commission suggests that addressing these factors

throughout the lifetime could potentially lead to a

30 percent reduction in dementia cases. Currently, more

than $800 billion is spent a year and roughly 130 million

people worldwide are living with dementia.

Age is often cited as a factor in hearing loss. But in

recent years more young people have suffered hearing loss.

Researchers from Massachusetts Eye and Ear — a

Harvard Medical School teaching hospital — for the first

time, linked symptoms of difficulty understanding speech

in noisy environments with evidence of “cochlear

synaptopathy,” a condition known as “hidden hearing loss,”

in college–age students with normal hearing sensitivity.

In a study of young adults “who may regularly”

overexpose their ears to loud sounds, a research team

showed a significant correlation between performance on a

“speech–in–noise test” and an “electrophysiological

measure of the health of the auditory nerve.”

One of the factors in maintaining healthy hearing is

being conscious of the degree and amount of the so–called

“loud sound experience,” said Smythe.

Many cases of deafness are caused by damage to the

tiny hair cells in the inner ear, she said. The damage can

be caused by too much noise.

Noise–related hearing loss is usually irreversible;

however, steps can be taken to prevent this damage. One

of the simplest ways to protect your hearing is to avoid

loud noise, but that can be challenging.

“Try not to be around loud environments, that’s the best

advice. But it can be difficult because we live in a loud

world,” said Smythe, adding, “The youngest patient I’ve

fitted for a hearing aid was 18 years old.” The hearing loss

was caused by the loud music of her MP3 player.

Don’t turn your MP3 player up loud enough to drown

out background noise when you’re wearing earbuds or

headphones. Keep the volume down on your other

listening devices, too. If the music is uncomfortable to

listen to, or you can’t hear external sounds, it’s too loud,

she said.

If you feel as if you have to shout over the television, it’s

too loud. Turn your music and your television down to the

lowest volume possible where you can still enjoy it. And

keep the volume low in your home–movie theater as well.

The American Academy of Audiology says that noise

above 85 decibels can damage hearing. To put that into

perspective, noise from fireworks can reach up to 155

decibels. A jet plane taking off is estimated to be 150

decibels. A rock concert, an MP3 player with the volume

turned all the way up, and ambulance sirens are about 120

decibels. Movie–action scenes in the theater have been

known to reach 100 decibels. Compare these with a normal

conversation that is around 60–65 decibels.

Some people are exposed to loud noises on the job —

landscape professionals, construction workers, and road

workers, for instance, all experience loud equipment. “If

you are working outdoors in a loud environment, or doing

yardwork, be sure to wear ear protection,” said Smythe.

“You hear two different ways — through air conduction

and through bone conduction. But just because you are

wearing ear plugs, doesn’t mean you are not getting some

impact. So it’s something you have to make sure you are

aware of in whatever environment you’re working in.”

If you work or frequently spend time in a noisy place or

listen to loud music a lot, you could be losing your hearing

without even realizing it. And it isn’t just the noise level,

it’s also the length of exposure.

The louder the noise level, the less time you should be

exposed to it. Lawn mowers are around 85 decibels, but it’s

the length of exposure at that level that can be damaging.

Chains saws are around 115–120 decibles.

Recreational loud noise is increasingly impacting young

people. Earbuds, concerts, music in bars and restaurants

and fireworks can all be contributing factors, says the

American Academy of Audiology.

Noise exposure can also lead to high blood pressure and

heart disease, according to the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention.

The good news is hearing–aid technology continues to

evolve, getting better and better. Leading manufacturers

are working toward continuous improvement and innova-

tion with every new sleek design and every new microchip

platform. “Technology continues to evolve and that is

exciting for the patients. Today’s hearing–aid devices are

lightweight and tiny.”

According to the National Institutes of Health, about

28 million people could benefit from the use of hearing

aids. “For someone with hearing loss, these devices can

change their life. They are packed with conveniences that

make hearing fun again,” said Smythe.



CORPORATE GIFTS:  
Harris Corporation $205,000
Rockwell Collins $26,000
Florida Power & Light Company $21,000
Wells Fargo $20,000
Disney Cruise Line $15,000
Lockheed Martin $11,000
Bank of America $10,000
United Launch Alliance $7,500
AT&T $6,500
Vencore Services and Solutions, Inc.  $5,000
Community Credit Union of Florida $4,500
Coastal Ambulance Service $2,000

WORKPLACES CAMPAIGNS: 
Health First $161,073
United Way Board and Council of Advisors $117,123
Florida Tech Leadership Team $57,054
Team ISC $42,128
United Way of Brevard Staff $25,701
City of Cocoa $22,135
Orbital ATK $20,667
Brevard Target Stores $15,444
City of Rockledge $12,194
BRIDGES BTC INC. $5,564
                                                                                     
2017 Early Gifts (and other commitments):       $1,190,223

THANKS TO OUR PACESETTERS!
They run early campaigns to show our community their commitment to providing 

hope to those in need. Please consider joining the effort.  

TOGETHER
WE CAN KEEP OUR 

COMMUNITY STRONG

937 DIXON BLVD, COCOA, FL 32922  • WWW.UWBREVARD.ORG

https://www.uwbrevard.org
https://online.uwbrevard.org/Volunteer/VolHome.jsp

