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Investor Ford opens new JJ’s Bar & Grille, Melbourne All–Suites Inn
By Ken Datzman

Please see Pax Properties LLC, page 19

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

West Palm Beach–based Pax Properties invested nearly $6 million in fully renovating two properties to house new businesses on West
New Haven Avenue in Melbourne, near I–95. The businesses are JJ’s Bar & Grille and the Melbourne All–Suites Inn. They employ about
50 people. From left: Shaun Smith, JJ’s Bar & Grille’s food and beverage manager; Andrea Ward, a bartender at JJ’s Bar & Grille; Justin
Ford, president of Pax Properties; and Executive Chef Angel Robles of JJ’s Bar & Grille. The Melbourne All–Suites Inn, which has been
receiving top reviews at TripAdvisor, features 140 suites at value pricing.
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South Florida–based real estate and hotel entrepreneur Justin Ford has expanded his company’s growing
portfolio to Brevard County and his first project here,
two years in the making, seems like it’s well–positioned
to win its share of business in the local hospitality
segment.
With a sizable investment in a full renovation of an
existing restaurant and a small hotel, Ford transformed
an area on West New Haven Avenue in Melbourne that
had been neglected. The old buildings sat on eight acres
of prime real estate right off Interstate 95.
What the property needed was a business vision and
the finances to support that vision. Ford had both, and
he likes to bring value, and to improve communities
through his projects.
This is the type of makeover on an expanding
business corridor that organizations, such as the
Chambers of Commerce and the Economic Development
Commission of Florida’s Space Coast, have long
embraced because the investment beautifies an area
that needed uplifting.
And it’s perhaps doubly important for this particular
location. For some travelers coming off the I–95 ramp
and onto West New Haven Avenue, this could be their
first look and their first impression of Melbourne.
“We have gotten some amazing comments on our
renovation project in Melbourne,” said Ford, who is
president of West Palm Beach–based Pax Properties
LLC, a diversified real–estate company whose portfolio
contains more than 650 hotel rooms at multiple
locations around the state, and is looking to acquire
more income–producing properties.
“Angel Bucio, our head of construction, really helped
us pull everything together and create the type of
restaurant and hotel facilities we envisioned for this
market,” said Ford.
An independent hotel operator, as opposed to a
branded owner, Ford has just opened the new JJ’s Bar &
Grille, which seats about 90 people, next to his
Melbourne All–Suites Inn at 4455 W. New Haven Ave.
The new Melbourne All–Suites Inn has been serving
customers for several months. Ford extensively renovated and expanded the existing hotel, putting in 35
more rooms. There are now 140 all–suite–style accommodations. Most residents remember this location for its
IHOP restaurant and a hotel that was there for years
and, most recently, a Mexican restaurant.
“We tore up as much asphalt as we could in renovating the two properties. And we planted a lot of trees,”
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Fifty–six Brevard County Public Safety personnel,
including a K–9 named “Jax,” were honored for their
acts of heroism at the Melbourne Regional Chamber’s
ninth annual “Valor Awards Banquet” Aug. 23 at the
Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place.
Jax, of the West Melbourne Police Department, was
in attendance to receive an Award of Merit. He was also
presented with a large basket and even larger box filled
with dog treats and toys, compliments of Walmart. Jax
and his partner, K–9 Officer Joseph LaRosa, had “140
deployments, 71 drug sniffs and assisted in five criminal
apprehensions last year.”
The event began with an invocation from Rob
Medina, the director of community and military
relations for Congressman Bill Posey’s office. The
Brevard County Sheriff’s Honor Guard and the Brevard
Police & Fire Pipes and Drums band performed,
followed by the national anthem by the Rev. Kenneth
Torres.
Justin Anderson, the interim president and CEO of
the Melbourne Regional Chamber, presented a solemn
remembrance to honor slain police and other public–
safety officers with a Fallen Comrade Table.
“It’s an honor to organize this event each year to
recognize those who serve,” said Anderson. “Our men
and women in uniform risk their own lives to protect
ours and we salute them.”
The Valor Awards Banquet was presented by
Walmart, Vitas Healthcare and Harris Corp., with
premium sponsor Families of the Shield. The awards
honor local public safety personnel in East Central
Florida for acts of “extraordinary valor.”
More than 300 people attended the event, including
friends and families of the honorees, municipal and
county government officials, the public, and leaders from
the business community.
The departments acknowledged included: Brevard
County Sheriff’s Office, Melbourne Police Department,
West Melbourne Police Department, Palm Bay Police
Department, Titusville Police Department, Melbourne
Fire Department, Palm Bay Fire Rescue, the Air Force

Technical Applications Center, and 45th Security Forces
Squadron.
Three different types of awards were given. The
Awards of Merit were presented by Teena Bianco of
Walmart. The Life Saving Medals were presented
Kimberly Scarboro of Vitas Healthcare, and Max Green
of Harris Corp. presented the Medals of Valor, the
highest award for bravery and heroism in the community.
l Awarded the Medal of Valor:
From the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office: Deputy
Taner Primmer. From the Palm Bay Police Department:
Sgt. Thomas Ribnicky. From the Melbourne Police
Department: Sgt. Brian Hart, Sgt. Michael Schmid,
Det. Joseph Ameigh, Det. Sean Kirby, Det. Ian
McDaniel, Det. Michael Szczepanski, Det. Evan Wells,
Officer Urian D’Errico, Officer Brett Self, Officer Tyler
Davenport, Officer Brent Kleeberg, Officer Charles
Landmesser, Officer Jeremy Parnell, Officer Michael
Sampieri, Officer Brian Smith, Officer Timothy
Sonnenberg and Officer Joseph Yorkey. From Palm Bay
Fire Rescue: Lt. Alexander Barna VI.
The Life Saving Medal was awarded in recognition of
acts taken in a life–threatening situation, or performing
a complex rescue resulting in the survival of a person or
group of people.
l Awarded the Lifesaving Medal:
From the 45th Security Forces Squadron: Tech. Sgt.
Thomas Angelini and Tech. Sgt. Matthew Kline. From

the Air Force Technical Applications Center: Senior
Airman Jennifer Engblom. From the Brevard County
Sheriff’s Office: Deputy Nicole Contos, Deputy Benjamin
Brown, Commander Paul Drinkwater, Cpl. Andrew
Salazar, Deputy Gregory Matthews, Deputy Benjamin
Nemeth, Deputy Thomas Kelly, Agent Leonard Jones,
Lt. Stephen Fernez, Sgt. Gregory Smith, Deputy Breean
Lewis, and Deputy Caleb Pinkham. From the Titusville
Police Department: Sgt. Tyler Wright. From the
Melbourne Police Department: Officer Christopher Cote,
Officer Timothy Sonnenberg, Officer Luke Dummer, and
Officer Steve Linthicum.
The Award of Merit was awarded to those who
performed their jobs with exceptional skill, expertise, or
innovation with unprecedented, unique or positive
results.
l Awards of Merit:
From the Melbourne Fire Department: Lt. Gene
Mizelle, Firefighter Kevin Hardy, Firefighter Joseph
Lucarotti, Firefighter Rodney Calloway, and Firefighter
Robert Kleinschnitz. From the Brevard County Sheriff’s
Office: Cynthia Carlson, domestic violence advocate;
Stevie Trejo, assistant shift supervisor; Nicole Bernhard,
communications officer; Cpl. Jeremy Flake, Deputy
Nathaniel Kirk, Deputy Juliann Mangrum, Deputy
Mike Matteson, Deputy Marissa Wright, Deputy Alicia
Miller, and Sgt. Jacqueline Hearon. From the West
Melbourne Police Department: K–9 Officer Joseph
LaRosa and K–9 Jax.

Energy Florida announces partnership agreement with D&D Manufacturing
CAPE CANAVERAL — Energy Florida Inc. recently announced it has entered into a partnership agreement with
D&D Manufacturing. The venture is to establish a new business entity for developing domestic and international product
channels for D&D’s solar–air heating and solar–water heating panels.
“We look forward to working with D&D Manufacturing to find markets for these unique and innovative solar–panel
products,” said Mike Aller, executive director of Energy Florida. “There is opportunity for licensing and investment of
these patented products.”
Penny Farrar of D&D Manufacturing said, “We are excited to work with Energy Florida, and our patented solar–air
heating and solar–water heating panels are going to be a huge hit in the domestic and international marketplace.”
For more information on D&D Manufacturing, visit www.DDManufacturing.net.
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UCF Forum opinion series to begin its sixth year with nine new columnists
By Gene Kruckemyer
UCF News & Information
The UCF Forum opinion series is beginning its sixth
year of columnists sharing their commentary on social
issues, ethics, life lessons, personal observations, world
affairs and other topics.
Nine columnists — faculty, staff and one student —
will take turns offering their thoughts in the weekly
series for the next 12 months.
They will replace the current batch of writers who for
the past year have shared their insight on topics such as:
“Even in a Crowd, Protest is a Personal Journey,”
“There’s More Than $ Involved When it Comes to
Understanding Costs of Fracking,” “Maybe Colleges
Should Take a Lesson from Zoos” and “Try Leaving Your
Comfort Zone — You Might Learn Something About
Yourself.”
For their time and contributions to the UCF Forum
this past year, thank you Ali Gordon (Department of
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Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering), Germayne
Graham (LEAD Scholars Academy), Bruce Janz (Department of Philosophy), Gerrod Lambrecht (UCF football
operations), Carolyn A. Massiah (College of Business),
Amanda Osorio (junior majoring in humanities and
cultural studies), Meg Scharf (UCF Libraries), Jim Smith
(UCF Valencia Osceola Campus), and Nathan Vink
(Outdoor Adventure).
A new variety of viewpoints and experiences will be
brought to the series by the upcoming columnists who
have backgrounds in diversity, sociology, engineering,
public relations and other fields.
Here are the columnists who will share their opinions
next:
l Manoj Chopra
Manoj Chopra is a professor of civil engineering in
UCF’s Department of Civil, Environmental and Construction Engineering. He was born in Delhi, India,
moved to the United States to complete his graduate
studies at the University of Buffalo, and came to UCF in
1993. He is a registered professional engineer and his
research areas include sinkholes, bridge foundations, soil
erosion and sediment control, pervious pavements, and
geo–environmental engineering. He shared the 2001
Excellence in Environmental Engineering award by
NASA for his patented work in innovative groundwater–
cleanup techniques, and has received several awards for
his teaching, including four Teaching Incentive Program
awards and the UCF Excellence in Undergraduate
Teaching award. He has served as faculty representative
on the Florida Board of Governors and the UCF Board of
Trustees. He serves as the lead on research space on
campus and is the NCAA faculty athletics representative
for UCF, responsible for student–athlete eligibility,
academic success and development. He can be reached at
Manoj.Chopra@ucf.edu.
l Jim Clark
Jim Clark is a lecturer in UCF’s Department of
History specializing in Florida and 20th Century United
States history. He began teaching at UCF in 1987 as an
adjunct while working in the journalism field. In 1998 he
earned his doctorate in Florida history from the University of Florida, and joined the UCF faculty the following
year. He is the author of nine books, and the editor of
three more, and has been honored by the Florida
Historical Society for his articles in the Florida Historical
Quarterly. He is a frequent contributor to newspaper
opinion pages and has served on the boards of the Florida
Humanities Council and the Orlando Philharmonic
Orchestra. He earned his undergraduate degree from
Lenoir–Rhyne College and his master’s from Stetson
University. He can be reached at James.Clark@ucf.edu.
l Joan McCain
Joan McCain is an associate instructor and program
coordinator of the advertising/public relations major in
UCF’s Nicholson School of Communication. She has 30
years of experience as a promotional writer, working in
advertising agencies and PR firms, and she frequently
speaks and conducts workshops on writing and creativity. She is a double UCF alumni and a huge Knights fan,
attending every home football game and many basketball
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and baseball games. She and her husband, Mark, have
two children in college. She can be reached at
Joan.McCain@ucf.edu.
l Adam Meyer
Adam Meyer is executive director of UCF’s Student
Accessibility Services office and Inclusive Education
Services. He also worked in education for students with
disabilities at Eastern Michigan University and Saint
Louis University, and previously was involved in the
intellectual–disability field for 10 years. He was part of a
completed national U.S. Department of Education grant
that explored how social justice could be more regularly
incorporated into the operations of disability–services
offices. He serves on the Association for Higher Education and Disability Board of Directors and has presented
at the association’s past eight conferences. He has been
married 13 years and has four sons. He can be reached at
Adam.Meyer@ucf.edu.
l Kim Nassoiy
Kim Nassoiy is the associate director of UCF’s
Creative School for Children and has been an educator
for 28 years. She holds a bachelor’s degree in English
language arts education with a minor in English. She
developed the childcare program at St. Vincent’s Academy in Orlando, where she was director for 19 years. She
returned to her alma mater, UCF, in 2010, to join the
Creative School for Children. She enjoys working with
the children and families the school serves, as well as the
university students who participate at the Creative
School. She can be reached at Kimberly.Nassoiy@ucf.edu.
l Christal Peterson
Christal Peterson is a member of the President’s
Leadership Council and a graduate student in UCF’s
DeVos Sports Business Management Program after
completing her undergraduate degree in health science
pre–clinical at UCF. While an undergraduate, she was on
the UCF track and field team and twice was named
second team All–American. During her sophomore year,
she had an injury that forced her to sit out the end of the
year but with the help of mentors she said she realized
how impactful the platform as an athlete can be. She
served as president of the Student–Athlete Advisory
Committee and initiated opportunities in the community,
such as a partnership with the Boys & Girls Club–East
Altamonte. She also works for the Student–Athlete
Welfare and Development office and has goals of
becoming a senior associate athletic director in college
athletics. She can be reached at
chhpeterson@knights.ucf.edu.
l Fernando Rivera
Fernando I. Rivera is an associate professor of
sociology at UCF. His research interests and activities
are in health/medical sociology, disasters, and race and
ethnicity. His published work has investigated how
different mechanisms are related to certain health and
mental health outcomes with a particular emphasis on
Latino populations. His disaster research has explored
the investigation of factors associated with resilience and
restoration. Other publications have investigated the
Please see UCF Forum, page 12
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By Amy Farnum–Patronis
FSU University Communications
TALLAHASSEE — Florida State University welcomed
about 42,000 students — including what is expected to be
one of the largest incoming freshman classes in university
history — as classes begin for the 2017–2018 academic
year.
FSU anticipates roughly 300 more incoming freshmen
than last year, an increase in yield following a record
number of applications for admission to the 2017 summer
and fall semesters. The total number of applications —
42,325 — was a 16 percent jump over last year.
The incoming freshman class of about 6,500 students is
expected to be the most “academically talented cohort” in
FSU history.
“We’re excited to welcome another outstanding group of
freshmen to Florida State,” said FSU President John
Thrasher. “This uptick in freshman enrollment means
more and more students are selecting Florida State as
their top choice. It’s a testament to FSU’s rising academic
reputation.”
Of those freshmen who were accepted into the university for the summer and fall semesters:
l The average high school grade point average was 4.1
with an average ACT composite score of 29.
l This year’s incoming freshman class includes
students from 64 Florida counties, 45 states, the District of
Columbia and 21 nations. After Florida, the states with
the most new accepted freshmen are Georgia, New Jersey,
New York and Illinois.
l Women make up 59.8 percent of the new freshman
class, while 40.2 percent students are male.
l The top five majors selected by this year’s admitted
freshman class are: biological science, pre–health professions, business, engineering and psychology.
“There is a growing demand for a Florida State
education,” said Sally McRorie, provost and executive vice
president for Academic Affairs. “Students around the state
and the country recognize that FSU is a special place. We

have become an increasingly popular destination for
students declaring STEM majors, and we continue to
attract the most talented students to our world–class arts
and humanities programs.”
Other highlights of the new academic year include:
l Twenty–five of this year’s most academically gifted
freshmen are part of the university’s fourth class of
Presidential Scholars. This merit–based scholarship
program, established in 2014, is for freshmen who have
been accepted into the university’s Honors Program. It
provides a $4,800 annual scholarship for four years, and
out–of–state tuition is waived for non–Floridians. Over
their four years, the Presidential Scholars engage in
programs to help them become transformational leaders in
their communities.
l The freshman class also includes 416 students
accepted through the Center for Academic Retention and
Enhancement (CARE). The year–round program, which
includes a seven–week Summer Bridge Program, provides
traditionally underrepresented and first–generation
students with enhanced academic support. CARE received
almost 5,000 applications for just over 400 coveted spots in

this year’s cohort.
l The new Jim Moran School of Entrepreneurship
welcomes its first class of 80 juniors this fall. They can
choose between two majors: commercial or social entrepreneurship. This first class has 60 students in commercial
entrepreneurship and 20 in social entrepreneurship.
l Florida State’s total enrollment includes nearly 8,000
students pursuing a graduate or professional degree,
including 40 students in the College of Medicine’s new
physician assistant program. The School of Physician
Assistant Practice is a 27–month program designed to
follow Florida State’s unique community–based approach
to medical education and awards graduates with a Master
of Science in Physician Assistant Practice.
l There are two new residence halls this fall —
Magnolia and Azalea — providing contemporary on–
campus housing opportunities for more than 900 students.
Azalea Hall features a new concept that no other FSU
residence hall has — its own 24,000–square–foot dining
area, “1851.” Located on the ground floor, 1851 offers a
variety of micro–dining options for students, faculty, staff
and the community.

Nominations are being accepted for 2018 JA Business Hall Fame
Nominations are now being accepted for the Junior Achievement of the Space Coast Business Hall of Fame. To be
considered as a Business Hall of Fame Laureate, an individual’s record of business achievement must demonstrate:
“business excellence, courageous thinking and actions, vision an innovation, inspiring leadership, and community
mindedness.” Nominations will be accepted through Sept. 13.
Laureates selected for the 2018 Junior Achievement of the Space Coast Business Hall of Fame will be inducted on
Saturday, March 3, at a black–tie gala. The nomination criteria, the application, and the names of the past inductees can
be found at www.JASpaceCoast.org, under “Business Hall of Fame.”
Since 1986, Junior Achievement of the Space Coast has inducted such notable individuals as Joseph Wickham, Jesse
Parrish Jr., W. Lansing Gleason, B.W. “Bernie” Simpkins, Dr. Maxwell King, Joseph Duda and John Hopkins. Two
Laureates from the Space Coast Business Hall of Fame — Wayne Huizenga of Blockbuster Entertainment Group and
Al Neuharth of “USA Today” and “Florida Today” — went on to be inducted into the U.S. Business Hall of Fame.
The 31st annual Junior Achievement of the Space Business Hall of Fame banquet was held March 4, 2017, at the
Embraer Hanger in Melbourne, where Ed Scott and Rick McNeight were inducted as Laureates. The program was
presented by Health First Inc., Harris Corp. and Wells Fargo.
For more information about the Laureate nominations and sponsorship opportunities for the Business Hall of Fame
event, call 777–0982 or send an email message to AConroyBaiter@JASpaceCoast.org.
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Advent in Brevard names former military chaplain, West Point graduate as director of family ministry
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Major Rick Funk hung up his U.S. Army fatigues in
1996, but not his faith, which eventually led him to assume
a new role with Advent Lutheran Church at two locations
in Brevard County.
Dr. Funk has been named director of family ministry
and pastoral care for Advent Lutheran Church’s campuses
at 7550 N. Wickham Road in Suntree and 1805 Oak St. in
Melbourne Beach.
A 1980 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y., Funk served his country first as a military
officer, before leaving active duty to attend the seminary.
He re–entered military service as an Army Chaplain in
1989 and was deployed to Desert Shield/Desert Storm.
The assistant chaplain at West Point until the mid–
1990s, Funk earned a doctorate degree in ministry from
Bethel Seminary in Minnesota, with a specialization in
military chaplaincy. After moving to Brevard in 2015,
Funk began preaching regularly at Advent Lutheran
Church’s Melbourne Beach campus and became a full–

time staff member in the spring of 2017.
In addition to preaching regularly at both Brevard
campuses of Advent Lutheran Church, Pastor Funk, in his
capacity as the director of family ministry, provides
leadership for the ministries of Christian education and
pastoral Care, working closely with the director of youth
and coordinating with other staff and volunteers.
“I like to say that as the director of family ministry and
pastoral care, I come alongside people at the beginning,
middle and end of their spiritual journey,” said Pastor
Funk. “I am blessed to be providing spiritual guidance for

one congregation in two locations. It’s a genuinely exciting
time to be here at Advent Brevard.”
His wife Kathy Ann is also a West Point graduate. She
was one of only 62 women in the “Long Gray Line” in 1980,
the first class to ever graduate women from the renowned
U.S. Military Academy. The couple has two grown
daughters.
For more information about Pastor Funk or the
ministries of Advent Lutheran Church in Suntree and
Melbourne Beach, visit www.AdventBrevard.org or call
259–8515.

Bonnie Rogers to make presentation at meeting at Duran Golf Club in Viera
Registered nurse Bonnie Sundquist Rogers will present “Closing the Gender Gap in Cardiovascular Disease” at a
meeting of the Brevard Federated Republican Women set for 11 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 11, at the Duran Golf Club,
7032 Stadium Parkway in Viera. Rogers will talk about the unique challenges women face with cardiovascular health.
The luncheon fee is $20. The reservations deadline at 12 p.m. on Sept. 6. To make a reservation for the meeting, visit
www.BrevardFederatedRepublicanWomen.org., or call 727–1212.
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MCC faculty members take part in seminar at Notre Dame addressing relation
between science and religion; looks to integrate the disciplines in its courses
By Ken Datzman
In a general sense, science deals with facts and
religion deals with faith. That’s the way many people
have long viewed the two polarizing disciplines.
But are they adversaries or are they allies in search
for the truth?
Ninety top high school science and religion teachers
from around the nation recently gathered at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind., for a cutting–
edge seminar that delved deep into the relationship
between the two disciplines.
The annual program, titled the “Science and Religion
Initiative,” was put on by the McGrath Institute for
Church Life at Notre Dame and featured inspiring talks
from leading scientists and theologians.
The teachers who attended the weeklong summer
seminar came away with their minds nourished as they
enter the classrooms this school year. And they bring
with them some fresh ideas for perhaps developing lesson
plans and teaching materials that will integrate what
they learned from the Science and Religion Initiative.
“It was an outstanding program, very enlightening,”
said Teri Zinone, a science and mathematics teacher at
Melbourne Central Catholic High School. “We heard
lectures on physics, theology, biology, and astronomy.
The purpose of the seminar was to learn how to integrate
both science and religion within our courses.”
Zinone is familiar with the Notre Dame campus. Her
son Ryan is a senior in pre–medicine at the private
institution. He’s applied to 22 medical schools, including
the University of Florida, and is interested in becoming a
pediatric oncologist.
MCC’s Bryan Gent, who teaches theology and a
philosophy honors class for seniors, also made the trip to
Notre Dame as part of MCC’s three–member traveling
team.
“The program was a very fulfilling experience. We
were able to meet and talk with other teachers from
around the country who teach the same subjects at their
respective schools. It was a very positive atmosphere and
a lot of great conversation occurred throughout the
week.”
Gent continued, “The people running the program at
Notre Dame, through the McGrath Institute, were
extremely helpful. They were available to answer
questions we had on the various topics that were
addressed. We were even provided with follow–up
articles on the questions we had asked at the seminar.”
The multifaceted program at Notre Dame trains
Catholic educators to raise the quality of high school
science and religion education and develop useful
learning materials for engaging dialogue between the
disciplines. The program also seeks to frame science
education within the broader context of Catholic theology.
The McGrath Institute is an integral part of Notre
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10
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Melbourne Central Catholic High School teachers were among those from around the nation who took part in the recent ‘Science and
Religion Initiative,’ a weeklong seminar at Notre Dame. Top scientists and theologians led the seminar. The program is designed to
frame science education within the broader context of Catholic theology. From left: Dan Ensell, religion teacher; Bryan Gent, religion
teacher; and Teri Zinone, science teacher. Gent, Zinone, and science teacher Sara Ball traveled to the seminar, while Ensell and science
teachers Virginia Detty and Richelle Lierman were virtual participants.

Dame’s larger mission of teaching, research, and service
to society and to the church.
Three MCC teachers attended the seminar in South
Bend and three took part virtually. The seminar was
streamed live for participating schools. The third on–
campus participant at Notre Dame, in addition to Zinone
and Gent, was Sara Ball, MCC science teacher.
The virtual participants from MCC were Virginia
Detty and Richelle Lierman, both science teachers, and
Dan Ensell, a religion educator. “I watched the live
stream and found everything very interesting. It was an

extensive program,” said Ensell.
The Science and Religion Initiative seeks holistic
integration of theology, biology, and physics. Each
summer, 90 high school teachers from 30 schools attend
the seminar at Notre Dame.
This was the first year MCC teachers took part in the
program. The competitive application process gives
priority to schools that apply with a team of at least three
teachers from the different disciplines.
“I think what they gained from participating — new
insights and new experiences — is going to pay dividends

Please see Melbourne Central Catholic High School, page 15
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Brevard Heart Foundation’s scholarships help educate nurses, other care
professionals; ‘Diamond Anniversary and Casino Night’ fundraiser set
By Ken Datzman
Next year, the Brevard County medical community will
celebrate a major milestone, and it’s tied directly to the
support of the Brevard Heart Foundation Inc., one of the
longest–standing nonprofit entities in the region.
Founded in 1957 by Dr. Jack Bechtel, a physician, the
Brevard Heart Foundation was originally created to
provide a “loan fund” for heart–surgery patients who could
not afford the care. This was eight years before Medicare
was signed into law by President Lyndon Johnson in 1965.
The Brevard Heart Foundation has since evolved to
become a local leader in funding nursing and other health–
care related scholarships, including those for medical–
school students as well as for physician assistants.
“We are a well–kept secret in the Brevard County
nonprofit sector, and that’s because we have not been
fundraising long,” said Valerie Holloway, who one year ago
was named the executive director of the Brevard Heart
Foundation and has worked in hospital public relations
and fundraising locally for more than 20 years.
“But we’re one of the oldest foundations in the county.
We’ve been here 60 years. Early on, the Brevard Heart
Foundation was involved in helping purchase medical
equipment for the Brevard Hospital, and assisting in other
ways. We like to say we focus our attention on the ‘heart of
health care,’ which is people.”
On Oct. 26, 1968, the Brevard Heart Foundation
sponsored the first pacemaker implant in the area at
Brevard Hospital in Melbourne, a major milestone. That
hospital, now known as Holmes Regional Medical Center,
is located on South Hickory Street in the Harbor City. It’s
one of four hospitals in the county operated by Health First
Inc., which has been a major donor to the Brevard Heart
Foundation.
“We’re proud of our 60–year history and our role in the
pacemaker implant,” said businessman Travis Proctor,
president of the Brevard Heart Foundation Board of
Directors and CEO of area firm Artemis/The IT Company.
“Long ago, the Brevard Heart Foundation also assisted
individuals who needed heart surgery, but did not have the
means to pay for it. As an organization, we have always
been focused on the health care of the community.”
The organization’s financial support included the
training of physicians and nurses for the lifesaving
pacemaker procedures. Educational seminars and clinics
were started in 1965 so area nursing students could
receive the training they needed.
The Brevard Heart Foundation played a role pioneering
heart health in the region. Health insurance that covered
“new” procedures such as pacemaker implants was not
widely available to the public many years ago. “As health
insurance evolved and the rising cost of medical equipment
outstripped our ability to underwrite and assist in that
particular area, we turned to the funding of scholarships,”
said Proctor. “We bring value to the community through
our scholarships. We identify and help individuals receive
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017
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The 60–year–old Brevard Heart Foundation will host its annual ‘Casino Night’ fundraiser Oct. 7 at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club. The event
raises money for a range of medical scholarships. The board members include, from left: Bridget McNally, Dreyer & Associates Real
Estate Group; Travis Proctor, Artemis/The IT Company; Valerie Holloway, executive director; Barbara Seymour, Holmes Regional; Dr.
Annmarie Waite, Eastern Florida State College; Bonnie Bechtel Jones; and Chris White, Home Healthcare of Florida.

their education, which puts them on the path to their
respective careers in health care.”
The community has the opportunity to support this
scholarship endeavor by attending and purchasing
sponsorships for the Brevard Heart Foundation’s “Diamond Anniversary and Casino Night” on Saturday, Oct. 7,
at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Indian Harbour Beach.
The fundraiser, presented by Mercedes–Benz, Porsche,
Audi of Melbourne, is from 7–10 p.m.
“This will be our fourth year hosting the event,” said
Holloway. “It’s a fun night and all the proceeds go to fund
scholarships for area students studying in the health
profession.”
Each participant at the event will be given $5,000 in
“playing chips” to spend on a variety of games, such as
Blackjack. The professional dealers will teach you the
games if you are not familiar with them. At the end of the
evening, your chips turn into “fabulous prizes,” which are

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

made possible by the sponsors.
Sponsorship opportunities for “Casino Night” range
from $500 (Jack of Hearts) to $5,000 (Ace of Hearts). Each
level of support has its rewards, including promotional
opportunities for your business at the event. Individual
tickets for “Casino Night” are $100. To learn more about
being a sponsor, call 752–2742 or send an email message
to Valerie@BrevardHeartFoundation.org. Individual
tickets for the event are available at
www.BrevardFoundation.org/Casino–Night.
The Brevard Heart Foundation recently awarded 22
scholarships to area students. Twelve of them went to
nursing students. The remaining scholarships were
presented to students studying to become doctors or
physician assistants. The scholarship awards typically
range from $500 to $5,000.
Please see The Brevard Heart Foundation, page 17
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UCF Forum
Continued from page 4
Puerto Rican diaspora in Florida. He earned his master’s
and Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln and his bachelor’s degree in sociology from the
University of Puerto Rico–Mayagüez. He also completed
a National Institute of Mental Health–sponsored post–
doctoral fellowship at the Institute for Health, Health
Care Policy and Aging Research at Rutgers University.
He can be reached at Fernando.Rivera@ucf.edu.
l Lisa Roney
Lisa Roney has taught English and creative writing
for 25 years and has been at UCF since 2003. She is the
author of “Sweet Invisible Body” (a memoir about
growing up with diabetes), “The Best Possible Bad Luck”
(a chapbook of poetry), “Serious Daring” (a craft guide), as
well as essays, fiction, poetry, and literary criticism in
magazines and journals such as “Harper’s,” “The Seneca
Review,” “Inside Higher Ed,” “Numéro Cinq,” and “Saw
Palm.” Since August 2015, she has been editor and
director of UCF’s national literary magazine, The Florida
Review, and in 2017 launched Aquifer: The Florida
Review Online. She has been a curricular innovator,
most recently, in leading efforts to establish a certificate
program in editing and publishing, and has worked to
foster positive student experiences, including serving
several years on the Student Conduct Review Board and
as advisor to The Cypress Dome Society. She can be
reached at Lisa.Roney@ucf.edu.
l Barbara E. Thompson
Barbara E. Thompson is the associate director of
UCF’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion. She has designed
and facilitated learning experiences on numerous topics
related to diversity and inclusion for more than 25 years
and has worked at UCF for 10 years. She earned her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in psychology from
Florida Atlantic University, and has made several
conference presentations and publications related to
human memory and concept development. She is a
certified public accountant and practiced as a tax
professional for eight years. She and her husband of
almost 30 years, Jim, are enthusiastic Knights fans. They
enjoy tailgating and attending UCF football and basketball games. She can be reached at
Barbara.Thompson@ucf.edu.
The UCF Forum is a project of the UCF News &
Information office and is posted each Wednesday on the
UCF Today website. Columns also appear on various
other platforms locally and nationally, such as the
Huffington Post. The columns are read by the authors on
WUCF–FM (89.9) on Sunday mornings between 7:50 and
8 o’clock, and are archived as podcasts by the radio
station.
All of the UCF Forums since they began — more than
250 by individuals from all over the university — are
kept in the UCF Libraries’ STARS digital repository. The
chronological list can also be searched by author or topic.
UCF, one of the nation’s largest universities with
more than 64,000 students, has grown in size, quality,
diversity and reputation in its first 50 years. Today, the
university offers more than 200 degree programs at its
main campus in Orlando and more than a dozen other
locations.
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A technology degree
from Barry University
can transform your life.
When adults return to college, they bring more than ambition; they bring life
experience and work experience. This real-world knowledge is valuable, often
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University’s PACE School of Professional And Career Education. Online or on
campus, let Barry’s transformative education and working industry professionals
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Melbourne Central Catholic High School
Continued from page 10
in the classrooms,” said Michael Burke, the president of
MCC. “It’s going to pay dividends by enhancing the
experiences the students are going to have at MCC.”
He added, “To have six teachers — three to travel
there and three to work online — take part in the
program is a testament to the commitment of our faculty
to our students. The teachers gave up part of their
summer for the benefit of our students.”
The Science and Religion Initiative is designed to
equip teachers with approaches that expand the dialogue
between the disciplines, and challenge the notion that
science and religion are in conflict.
The conflict between science and religion may have its
origins in the “structure of our brains,” researchers at
Case Western Reserve University and Boston College
found.
Clashes between the use of faith versus scientific
evidence to explain the world around us dates back
centuries and is perhaps most visible today in the
arguments between evolution and creationism.
The new study is published in the online journal
“PLOS ONE.” This is a peer–reviewed open–access
scientific journal which has been published by the Public
Library of Science since 2006. The journal covers primary
research from any discipline within science and medicine.
At the seminar, science teachers learned how
theological insights can be used to form some of the
typical topics in biology and physics, while religion
teachers explored how scientific findings can help

enhance the appreciation of God’s creation.
The participants also learned how to pass that
awareness on to the students.
“I’m going to take small steps toward incorporating
some of the ideas and concepts discussed at the seminar
into my classrooms,” said Gent.
“This year, for instance, I am teaching scripture. I’m
going to talk about the Creation story in Genesis
chapters 1 and 2. I’ll discuss the different ways in which
we actually see reality, either through modern science or
through other ways of investigation.”
The teachers at the seminar collaborated with faculty
on how to develop an elective course in “Science and
Religion” for high school students.
“We also had the opportunity to get together in our
respective school groups in the afternoon,” said Zinone.
“We worked on ways to incorporate both science and
religion into the same topic, because there were both
science teachers and religion teachers at the seminar.
And Sara Ball has been both a science teacher and a
religion teacher at MCC.”
The Science and Religion Initiative is funded by a
grant from the John Templeton Foundation and provided
free of charge to educators. “We stayed in a dorm and ate
in the dining hall, reminiscent of my college years,” said
Zinone, a graduate of Rutgers University and Seton Hall
University.
The late John Templeton founded the Templeton
Mutual Funds, which became a giant in the financial

industry. Today, the company is known as Franklin
Templeton Investments. He devoted his later life to
funding the scientific study of religion.
The McGrath Institute received a $1.6 million grant
from the John Templeton Foundation last year to expand
the program. The three–year grant allows the Science
and Religion Initiative to continue hosting seminars at
Notre Dame.
Additionally, the Science and Religion Initiative will
support the development of online courses for teachers, a
second edition of a high–school textbook on the subject,
and a website to share lesson plans and other teaching
resources.
“The website component is really great because the
different schools that participated in the program will be
using it to tell how they are going to incorporate the
various subjects into their curriculums,” said Zinone.
According to a recent national survey, the perceived
conflict between science and religion is one of the main
reasons young people say they leave the Catholic Church.
John Cavadini, director of the McGrath Institute, said
the Templeton Foundation grant “will allow us to address
this misconception and help high school teachers create
pedagogies that show that science and religion — far
from being incompatible — are partners in the search for
truth.”
“I think this might be a whole new path forward for
MCC. We want to grow in the classroom and be the best
facilitators we can be,” said Gent.

Welcome
Back
Brevard Catholic School Students
May God bless you and your family as you begin the new school
year. May He provide you with strength and grace as you grow
intellectually and spiritually. May your school days be filled with
wonder for God’s creation, passion for learning, and a connection
with everyone in your school community.
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St. Joseph Catholic School

Indialantic
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St. Teresa Catholic School

Serving students in Pre-K3 and VPK4 through 12th grade | Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org
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The Brevard Heart Foundation
Continued from page 11
“It’s been a very rewarding experience serving on the
Brevard Heart Foundation board because you really see
how it uplifts students when they receive their scholarships. Whatever amount it is they are awarded, they are
thrilled,” said Certified Professional Code Apprentice
Bonnie Bechtel Jones, the organization’s treasurer and one
of founder Dr. Bechtel’s two daughters who sit on the
board. Daughter Roberta Yates, a registered nurse, is also
a board member of the Brevard Heart Foundation.
The organization has provided more than $500,000 in
merit–based scholarships to those in the fields of nursing
and medicine. Many recipients today work in the community as care providers.
“We have touched the lives of many people with our
scholarships,” said Barbara Seymour, the vice president of
nursing at Holmes Regional Medical Center and a
registered nurse herself. “And they in turn have touched
the lives of many people in the community after they’ve
entered the profession. It’s staggering to think of the
number of lives they have touched by they work they do.”
She said HRMC is recruiting nurses. “We have hired
130 new–to–practice nurses this calendar year. We love
that new talent.” Seymour added, “There is a nursing
shortage in Brevard County, as well as nationally. The
shortage is being acutely felt in the Southeastern states.
Recruitment has been challenging in Brevard, but we
partner strongly with area schools. That has helped
greatly.”
Nurses and other health–care professionals are in

demand across the spectrum of care, from hospitals to
home health to hospice settings. “I have worked in the
health–care field for 11 years,” said Chris White, the
scholarship co–chairman for the Brevard Heart Foundation and director of business development at Home
Healthcare of Florida. “I work with nurses, certified
nursing assistants, and physicians on a daily basis. I know
firsthand the dedication it takes to work in the health–care
world.”
White continued, “The students who receive scholarships from the Brevard Heart Foundation are totally
committed to their profession. To see the reaction on their
faces when they are awarded these scholarships is
emotional for all of us on the board as well. Just to help
them pay a bill or purchase a college textbook means a lot
to the students.”
The scholarships are not specifically tied to tuition.
They can be used for anything which helps put them
through school, including paying for rent and utilities, food,
textbooks, and tuition. “It’s really awesome that the
students can apply for scholarships like those we offer that
can be used for so many different things in their pursuit of
education,” said Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner
Dr. Annmarie Waite, a board member of the Brevard
Heart Foundation and a nursing professor at Eastern
Florida State College.
“I have the pleasure of working with the students. And
from my experience, they have a lot of needs outside of
tuition. So it’s really great we can do this. I’m honored to be

part of this board. It does a lot of great work in the
community helping students achieve their educational
goals,” added Dr. Waite, who is the founder of the Girlfriends Guild, a not–for–profit serving the health and
wellness needs of women.
The Brevard Heart Foundation board members include:
Proctor; CPA John Hopkins, vice president; Bridget
McNally, secretary and scholarship co–chairwoman; Jones;
White; CPA and Certified Financial Planner Abbey
Redden of Berman Hopkins Wright & LaHam, CPAs and
Associates; Seymour; Dr. Waite; and Yates. Dr. Joe von
Thron is director emeritus and Brevard County Sheriff
Wayne Ivey is honorary director.
“We have an outstanding cross section of professionals
from throughout the community who are involved as
dedicated board members of the Brevard Heart Foundation,” said McNally, a Realtor with Dreyer & Associates
Real Estate Group. “I am pleased to be part of this board.
It’s all about helping the students, the recipients of the
scholarships. They go on to serve the community’s health–
care needs.”
Part of the scholarship–application process involves
writing an essay on why they chose the health–care field
for a career. “The essays make for some very interesting
reading. The students often detail their pathway to the
health–care field. Sometimes it’s a result of taking care of
their grandmother or a sick relative, which I think really
shows their compassion to their future profession,” said
White.
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Pax Properties LLC
Continued from page 1
said Ford, sitting in JJ’s Bar & Grille, which is now open
and serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and has a full
bar. “The restaurant stands by itself. It’s not a hotel
running a restaurant or vice versa. We have dedicated,
highly trained professionals on both sides of the business.”
This is his company’s second restaurant. At the
117–unit Vero Beach Inn and Suites, which it owns,
there’s JJ’s Sports Bar & Grille.
Pax Properties invested nearly $6 million in renovating the two assets in Melbourne, which employ about
50 people. The investment in landscaping was more than
$500,000. The fully revamped restaurant has a new
metal roof and side windows, and shows off a Key West–
style look. Alison McHugh, Ford’s sister, was involved in
the makeover of the restaurant, including the exterior of
the building. She’s a professional set designer in New
York and has worked on sets for television shows and
movies. “Alison did a beautiful design for the restaurant
and for the lobby,” said Ford.
JJ’s Bar & Grille serves everything from pork chops to
burgers to chicken thighs to skillet steaks and tuna
pasta. “The menu is a big infusion of different cuisines,”
said Angel Robles, the restaurant’s executive chef who
worked closely with JJ’s food and beverage manager
Shaun Smith and Ford in creating the menu.
“A lot of the dishes are family based recipes from
Justin’s family, Shaun’s family, and my family. I think
the community will like the selections on the menu.
There’s a lot to choose from,” added Robles, whose
resume includes having worked as a chef de cuisine at
the Hyatt Times Square in New York City. He’s a
graduate of Keiser University’s Center for Culinary Arts.
“I grew up watching my grandmother cooking in her
kitchen.”
“In addition to all the great food we offer — and JJ’s is
a ‘scratch kitchen’ — we have craft beers and craft
cocktails,” said Smith. “We work with local breweries and
local distilleries in various markets. For example, we are
working with the St. Augustine Distillery. We’re doing
some barrel–aging out of their distillery. The double–oak
bourbon is used in our Manhattan. We’re looking for the
local flair.”
Smith has wide experience in hospitality. He’s a
Certified Food Safety Manager through the National
Registry of Food Safety Professionals, and a Level 3
Sommelier, or wine steward. “We have an outstanding
selection of wines at JJ’s,” Smith said.
Ford himself has lived in four countries and was a
scholarship exchange student in Latin America. “I have
an appreciation for wine. And JJ’s has a large collection
of wines,” said Ford.
The Melbourne All–Suites Inn, with junior, deluxe,
and two–room suites, has a warm feel. The two–room
suites feature full kitchenettes with full–size refrigerators. The suites allow the kids to have their own sleeper–
sofa, television, and bathroom.
“They are very comfortable suites offering great value
in the market,” said Ford, who earned his bachelor’s
degree in English literature and economics from
Fordham University and for 17 years was a well–known
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017

editor and publisher in the financial–newsletter business,
which took him around the world. “There are probably a
lot of people who have not stayed in a hotel this nice in
this price range ($70–$80 off season and $150–180
during the season).”
He added, “Jacque Lewis, our outstanding director of
operations, has helped us move from a very good
independent hotel status to the type of hotel company
that can compete with the leading brands. She joined the
company full time one year ago after consulting for us.
Jacque has two decades of experience and she has run
top–branded hotels, rated among the best in the world.”
The Melbourne All–Suites Inn had a “soft opening” in
January. Today, it is one of the top–rated area hotels on
TripAdvisor.com. “When we opened we were in last place,
No. 21, in our market. By June, we had climbed all the
way to No. 7, even though we were still under construction in certain areas of the hotel property. We won the
‘Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence’ in June. That’s
key. I think we will have a permanent home in the top
three slots. We overwhelm people with value,” said Ford.
The Certificate of Excellence honors accommodations,
restaurants, and attractions that consistently receive
great traveler reviews on TripAdvisor.
Samantha Welms is the general manager at
Melbourne All–Suites Inn. “She has quickly turned the
property into one of the best hotels in Melbourne. Her
team is doing a tremendous job,” said Ford, adding that
comfort, cleanliness, and a friendly hotel staff can uplift a
property in a big way.
“About 90 percent of the hotel business has nothing to
do with price, we think. Whether you are a maid here or
a maid there, to smile at someone, to greet someone
accordingly, well, you don’t need a million–dollar budget
to do those simple things. That’s what hospitality is
about.”
A survey by Hotels.com revealed that cleanliness and
comfort are “35 times” more important than an extravagant breakfast, a luxurious pool, or a deluxe coffee
machine in your room.
And, surprisingly, in this connected world, the impact
of a friendly and helpful staff is “10 times” more important than free Wi–Fi. The survey included feedback from
more than 148 million hotel–customer comments.
Independent, unbranded hotel properties, like the
ones Ford’s company owns and runs, are enjoying good
times. Last year was a pivotal year for them. Independent properties had greater overall “average daily rate”
and “revenue per–available room” than their branded
hotel brethren, according to Expedia Inc., a company that
tracks supply–and–demand data for multiple market
sectors. That momentum has continued into 2017 for the
independent hotels.
Ford said the Melbourne All–Suites Inn caters to all
segments of the hotel market, including business
travelers. “I think we are going to do very well attracting
people who will be coming here on business trips to visit
with local technology companies and aviation companies,
and other types of businesses. Our price points will
appeal to their travel budgets. They can count on us for
an affordable, comfortable stay.”
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Ford first started investing in income–producing
properties — small houses and duplexes — in 2002 in
Florida. He bought apartment buildings in the 10– to
15–unit range near the beach in Pompano Beach. Ford
later expanded and bought his first hotel, 22 units, in
Lake Worth, where he owned some small houses.
“I ran the front desk of that hotel myself. When I took
it over, the hotel was vacant. I had it full in a month. I
learned quickly that everything has to be clean, clean,
clean.”
Six months later, Ford purchased a small hotel that
was close to his first transaction. With the acquisition, he
expanded to 42 units at that location. “And we grew from
there.”
Ford said he only buys income–producing properties
at cash–flow prices. “A friend of mine in Great Britain,
who started as a house painter and became a very
successful real–estate investor in Liverpool, told me to
always make sure the real estate you invest in ‘washes
its face’ — meaning pays its bills. Make sure it’s a cash–
flow investment.”
Ford wrote a real–estate education course on the
cash–flow topic that’s highlighted at CapCashFlow.com.
The “CAP Strategy” is filled with real–world investment
lessons.
He has researched, written, and edited hundreds of
articles and papers on financial markets and real–estate
investing, as well as a number of books.
For 12 years, he ran his own company, Seeds of
Wealth Inc. The parent–directed program helps children
develop good money habits from an early age.
From 1993 to 1999, Ford published international–
investment and business–to–business newsletters,
covering Latin America, China, Africa, and the former
Soviet Union. During this time, he became the founding
publisher of the U.S. version of “The Fleet Street Letter,”
then the oldest continuously published financial newsletter
in the world, with roots in the 19th century.
And that’s not all of the highlights of his career. “I sold
encyclopedias in the Midwest. I was a bartender in The
Bronx. I was an exchange student in Latin America. And I
was an exercise instructor on a ship in the South of
France,” said Ford, who has lived on three continents.
Over the last 15 years, he’s built a portfolio of roughly
$40 million to $50 million of income–producing properties.
Ford said he prides himself on “never having been late
on a single mortgage payment, even during the real–estate
bust. We’ve always honored our obligations. And that kind
of message has helped us recruit a lot of great people who
now work for the company.”
Pax Properties employs about 110 people. “Our
philosophy is we want to build strong businesses that can
afford to reinvest in the people and reinvest in the
properties. We want properties that we can be proud of in
the various markets where we operate.”
Ford continued, “As we succeed, we are able to give
employees more opportunity and pay them among the
best salaries in the market, while helping them advance
and achieve their career objectives. We have been able to
grow the company because of the talent we have on staff,
and their dedication.”
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