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Florida City Gas sees
surge in inquiries for its
service following storm
By Ken Datzman

Please see Florida City Gas, page 23
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Marc Seagrave is the director of regional operations and market development for Florida City Gas, which has
a growing base of customers in Brevard County, especially in the Viera market where there is a lot of residential
construction. Natural gas is distributed through underground pipelines. In the five days following Hurricane
Irma, Florida City Gas received more than 700 calls from Sunshine State residents asking if natural gas service
is available in their communities. Seagrave is at the Florida City Gas office in Rockledge.
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ROCKLEDGE — Natural gas, which is distributed though underground
pipelines, is touted in the marketplace as being environmentally clean, economical, and efficient, has an enviable safety record, and is reliable for customers.
In general, underground utilities are not susceptible to high winds. People with
natural gas can cook and use hot water, for example, even when the power goes
out — like it did during Hurricane Irma.
The Category 3 hurricane swept through the state after first making landfall
on Sept. 10 in the Florida Keys. It went on to knock out power around the state, to
the tune of 6.7 million electricity customers, or 64 percent of all customer accounts
in Florida, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, based on
data from the Florida Division of Emergency Management and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Hurricane Center.
But there were homes in Florida, including locally, that did not experience
outages during the storm. The residents of these homes were able to cook, take
hot showers, and enjoy their normal daily–living routines.
Florida City Gas had less than one percent of customer interruptions “because
of Hurricane Irma,” said Marc Seagrave, the director of regional operations and
market development for Doral–based Florida City Gas, which has customers in
Brevard, Indian River, and Port St. Lucie counties.
“The Florida Natural Gas Association polled its members and found that
307 customers lost power across all 32 utilities in the state, and that covers more
than 840,000 customers. Based on those statistics, I think natural gas is very
reliable. So, we are out there touting its reliability. There is a very minor chance
you will actually lose service during a storm.”
Powerful storms cause disruptions, leaving homes and businesses without
cooling and heating capabilities. “When we try to frame the value of natural gas,
we do it in several ways,” he said. “One of the ways is emphasize the reliability of
the product. “
Seagrave added, “We are trying to make more Florida households and more
Florida businessowners and operators aware of the benefits of natural gas.
Small–business owners are trying to squeeze every penny they can out of a
dollar, and natural gas is a low–cost product, it’s clean, it’s efficient, and it’s
reliable.”
All types of businesses, including restaurants, retail outlets, and hospitals,
had an average monthly utility bill of $400 in 2015 — the lowest amount since
the American Gas Association’s continuous collection of commercial–sector data
going back to 2003. Because of the nation’s abundance of natural gas, bills are
expected to remain low and stable for decades, it said.
In June of this year, the American Gas Association launched a national
consumer education campaign aimed at raising awareness about the critical role
that natural gas plays in the lives of Americans.
The “Your Energy” campaign is shining a light on the benefits of natural gas
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Titusville High, Harvard MBA graduate Sara Queen to be
honored by New York Women Executives in Real Estate
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WX New York Women Executives in Real Estate (WX) recently announced it will
host its 2017 Woman of the Year Gala from 6–10 p.m. on Nov. 16 at The Pierre Hotel,
2 East 61st Street in New York City.
The gala will honor former Brookfield Property Partners Executive Vice President/
Asset Management Sara Queen, for her accomplishments as a leader in real estate
and her contributions to WX.
Queen is the daughter of Bill and Lois Bradley Queen of Titusville. Sara Queen is
a graduate of Titusville High School. She has been a professional and civic leader in
New York’s real–estate community for the last 25 years.
As the leader of Brookfield’s Asset Management team, she manages $30 billion
throughout the United States. Queen also plays a broader executive role, guiding
strategic planning and representing Brookfield with co–investors in the U.S. Office
Fund, the Downtown Los Angeles Fund, the DC Core Fund, and other joint–venture
partnerships.
She has established a reputation for consistently creating value through redevelopment, repositioning, strategic leasing, and improving operational efficiency. Before
joining Brookfield, Queen was senior vice president at Clarion Partners, and began
her career at Metropolitan Life Insurance in the investment and asset management
groups.
Queen holds an M.B.A. degree from Harvard Business School, and graduated cum
laude with a B.A. degree in economics and history from Wellesley College. She was
named to the prestigious 40–Under–40 list by Crain’s “NY Business” (2008), and was
selected as a Woman of Distinction by the Girl Scout Council of Greater New York
and a Woman of Influence by Real Estate Forum (2009, 2014 and 2015).
Queen is a member of the Board of Directors for WX, the Vestry of Trinity Church
(Manhattan), Friends of Governors Island, the Harvard Alumni Real Estate Board,
and she chairs the Board for Solar One, an urban green education and environmental
organization.
While serving as a Trustee of Grace Church School (Manhattan), she was instrumental in the building of a new high school in Cooper Square. As Professor Queen,
she teaches classes in leasing and asset management as an adjunct professor in
Columbia University’s Master of Real Estate Development Program.
WX is an invitation–only organization of executive women actively engaged in all
aspects of the real estate industry. WX’s mission is to promote the advancement of
women in commercial real estate; to enhance public perception about the role of
women in the industry; and to promote the highest standards of professionalism,
ethics and integrity in the field.
Members include architects, engineers, lawyers, developers, bankers, public
officials, asset managers, environmentalists and commercial brokers. WX seeks to
empower women by providing education and career advancement opportunities to
those already in the workforce; by extending scholarships to college and graduate
school women of exceptional promise; and by supporting the Young Women’s Leadership School of East Harlem.
In 2015 WX began working with Nontraditional Employment for Women (NEW).
NEW prepares, trains and places women in careers in the skilled construction, utility
and maintenance trades, helping women achieve economic independence and a
secure future. WX is pleased to not only provide NEW with a grant to support its
programs, “but also to develop a strong relationship with the NEW apprentices and
graduates who are changing their lives and the skyline of New York City.”
For more information on the WX event, visit www.wxnyre.com.

Magician Michael Carbonaro to perform at King Center
The King Center in Melbourne has announced that magician Michael Carbonaro will
be performing here at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 5. He has performed more than 500
“comically perplexing and improbable feats of magic” on his hit TV series, “The Carbonaro
Effect,” on TruTV. Now, Carbonaro is taking his show on the road. His stage honors
include having been named “Magician of the Year” by the Academy of Magical Arts.
Tickets for this concert are sold at KingCenter.com or call 242–2219. In addition to general
admission, VIP meet–and–greet tickets are available for this show.
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Facing increasingly frequent storms of wind, rain, fire — and spraying bullets
By Lisa Roney
UCF Forum columnist
Sometimes a particular season takes on a character of
its own. Often we don’t notice until years or decades later
that phenomena such as Freedom Summer (1964) and the
Summer of Love (1967) — though they also may be traced
to identifiable human causes — seemed simply to emerge
out of the air.
Today, I write after a horrible few weeks of destruction
and death that has washed over the headlines in waves:
hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria; the Eagle Creek, La
Tuna, Milli, and dozens of other fires all over the West
(more than a hundred, according to the National Interagency Fire Center); monsoons and earthquakes that
devastated our brethren in Mexico and Asia; and, now,
another gun massacre.
Closer to home, my friend’s kitten had a bad reaction to
her vaccinations and nearly died, and the brother of an
acquaintance was nearly killed in a car accident. It’s
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uncertain whether the feline or the man will walk again.
On top of the personal pain and suffering, we are confused
by how their treatment should be paid for — by individuals, by families and friends, by charity, by the veterinarian,
by the vaccination companies, by insurance, by Medicaid,
by lawsuit. All of that argument will convey to those
already suffering.
We have taken around my house and office to referring
to this as a Season from Hell. My 82–year–old mother told
me that she has not felt this kind of restless, disturbed
energy in the air since 1968, when we lived in Memphis,
Tenn., before and after the assassination of Martin Luther
King Jr. That period of perturbation, however, had an
insistent goal that provided an optimistic energy in spite of
cruel and violent setbacks.
We don’t seem to have that kind of clear direction or
faith in our power as individuals to affect the destination
any more. Yes, we know that global warming contributes
to our increasingly bizarre weather, and we know that
mental illness and male rage and gun possession are
concomitantly on the rise leading to an–all–too–common
toxic combination. But there is a way in which even those
of us who feel certain about our positions on these issues
don’t know what to do about them.
A large part of this stems from the fact that no one
trusts anyone anymore. No matter what side of the issues
we are on personally, one thing that we all share is a sense
of mistrust. Partly this results from the complexity of the
issues and choices facing us today and the lack of immediacy in the results of our social actions. That’s a problem
we can change only by continuing to try to stay informed,
to be open to learning, and to take responsibility for doing
so.
The other problem, of course, goes by a variety of
names, most often “fake news.” We have lost faith that
even leaders and public spokespeople we agree with are
telling the truth. We don’t trust the facts, much less their
interpretations. We exist in our bubbles of self–fulfilling
“information,” but we all suspect that we are being
manipulated. We don’t just suspect it; we know it.
Today, we suffer from a variety of crises — global
warming and human violence are two of these — but the
way that we communicate is another. Since 1938, the
Federal Trade Commission has provided some protection
against corporate lying in advertising. However, other
kinds of communication (including many political ads and

much of today’s “journalism”) frequently hew to no such
line. Free speech is legally sanctioned under the First
Amendment, subject to the laws of libel, obscenity,
sedition, etc. But our standards for truth are fundamentally a matter of expectation and practice, and those break
down from time to time. It may be some small comfort to
remember that we have gone through periods of fake news
before — like the “yellow journalism” scourge of the 1890s.
In my humble English–teacher mind, however, I also
see us shifting away from another significant avenue to
understanding of other people and other types of people,
and that is “realistic” literature and the practice of reading
it. More and more, our tastes turn toward a) fantasy and
b) movies and shows instead of words on a page (electronic
or print). We tend to want to escape more and more into a
world that doesn’t resemble ours except in the most
abstract and symbolic ways, and one that leaves little to
the imagination, where every part is played with a specific
beautiful face.
This is a completely unpopular opinion and admittedly
oversimplified. I just know that it was when I read Dee
Brown’s Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee that I imagined
my nation without my forebears in it and saw that it was
good. When I lingered over Toni Morrison’s Beloved, I felt
slavery in a way that allowed me time to incorporate its
wrongs into my bones. When I read Raymond Carver’s
“Cathedral” and Bobbie Ann Mason’s “Shiloh,” I felt
sympathy for how basic kinds of white guys struggle with
their identities, too.
In all the questions and laments about not knowing
what to do in the face of so much tragedy, I would say that,
along with whatever praying, hoping, donating, direct aid,
political action, and other efforts you may make, try
reading a book about someone without magical powers.
Remember what it is to take the time to care about our
very real and plenty strange world. Remember how it is to
be someone else. I know you know how.
People lived through the Fall of the Roman Empire. To
them, it probably felt like a Season from Hell that went on
and on.
Lisa Roney is an associate professor of English
in UCF’s Department of English. She can be
reached at Lisa.Roney@UCF.edu.

Young Eagles Flight Rally scheduled for Nov. 11 at the Merritt Island Airport
Area young people ages 8 to 17 will have a chance to take to the skies on Saturday, Nov. 11, as the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 724 hosts a Young Eagles Flight Rally at Merritt Island Airport.
The rally is part of the EAA Aviation Foundation’s Young Eagles Program created to get more young people
interested in aviation.
Following the flight, each young person will receive a certificate making him or her an “official” Young Eagle.
Their name will then be entered into the “World’s Largest Logbook,” which is on permanent display at the EAA Air
Adventure Museum in Oshkosh, Wis. The Logbook is also accessible on the Internet at www.YoungEagles.org.
Young people and their parents attending the flight rally are asked to come to the large hangar at the end of
Airport Road (two miles south of State Road 520 on South Courtenay Parkway). Registration will start at 8:30 a.m.
and will close at noon. Flights will begin at 9 a.m. A parent or guardian must sign a permission form for each
young person. Additional information about EAA, the EAA Aviation Foundation and Young Eagles is available at
www.EAA.org. The email address is YoungEaglesFly@yahoo.com.
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‘Hi. I need to report
suspected abuse.’
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aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015
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(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

To: 321-271-6029
Date: 2014-11-22 21:01:22
I'll try, but come on, first level will retaliate....well I'll send them to Ferguson...forgot about
Content:
him...ty
To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-23 13:10:41
Read article I posted last night please. I have a feeling you may be getting some calls.
Content:
Please and.thanks
To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 19:08:38
Content: What the fuck are you doing
From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 19:36:59
Content: Working on emails. What r u doing
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/B55/My%20Documents/androidMGR/LG-P870-04-26-2016-14-24-31/SMS/SMS.html

14/41

To Be Continued ...

NOVEMBER 13, 2017

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 5

BBN

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

AMAZING CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE

Shelter Mortgage
TRUSTED
RESPONSIVE
pick
up
BBN
SUPPORT TEAM
NATIONAL LENDER
CONSULTANTS
10/16/17
page 7
THE SHELTER
MORTGAGE
EXPERIENCE
FULL
COLOR

EXPERIENCED

Shelter Mortgage’s reputation of Superior Customer Service,
Integrity, Respect, Hard Work, and Long Term Commitment makes
us an easy choice as your trusted mortgage lender.
Navigating the mortgage process will be simple with a
knowledgeable Shelter Mortgage Loan Officer to help you
find the right loan to fit your needs and budget.

NATASHA CARTAGENA SPENCER

407-234-8504
LOANSWITHNATASHA.COM

KENT WINKELSETH ROLANDO GARCIA
YARI FUMERO
407-765-3810
321-961-8106
407-897-6656
WINK4LOANS.COM GARCIAHOMEMORTGAGE.COM WINK4LOANS.COM

7341 Office Park Place, Suite 106 Melbourne, FL 32940

321.757.6600 | www.sheltermortgagefl.com
© 2017 Shelter Mortgage Company, L.L.C. All Rights Reserved. This communication does not constitute a
commitment to lend or the guarantee of a specified interest rate. All loan programs and availability of cash
proceeds are subject to credit, underwriting and property approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are
subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply. Shelter Mortgage Company, L.L.C, 4000 W. Brown Deer
Road, Brown Deer, WI 53209. Corp NMLS#431223 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). Kent Winkelseth (FL/#LO17485;
NMLS #552527), Yari Fumero (FL/#36477; NMLS#552492), Rolando Garcia (FL/#LO39842; NMLS#476625) – Primary office Orlando
– 408 East Ridgewood Street, Orlando FL 32803. Natasha Cartagena Spencer (FL:#LO17483, NMLS #: 552564).7341 Office Park
Place Suite 106, Melbourne, FL 32940.
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Florida Bar forms three new special committees
addressing key issues impacting justice system
TALLAHASSEE — Three new special Florida Bar committees are working to
study and develop recommendations in response to significant issues facing the legal
profession and justice system in Florida. The committees respectively are focusing on
supporting attorney mental health and wellness, advancing Florida’s mental health
laws, and improving representation for children and families in the courts.
“Promoting mental health and wellness for Florida attorneys, improving the court
system for parties with mental illness and ensuring children in dependency programs
are represented in court are key goals for Florida’s legal community,” said Michael
Higer, president of The Florida Bar. “The Florida Bar remains steadfastly committed
to tacking issues like these that are most impactful to our members, our courts and
our justice system.”
l Special Committee on Mental Health & Wellness of Florida Lawyers
The Special Committee on Mental Health and Wellness of Florida Lawyers is
working to identify solutions to destigmatize mental illness in the legal community,
while also working to educate employers, judges and lawyers on how to identify and
address and protect the mental health of Florida lawyers. Additionally, the committee will study best practices to improve Florida Bar rules and programming to
support Florida lawyers and help them better balance personal life and career
obligations.
Florida Bar data suggests a clear need for this review. In fact, according to a 2015
Florida Bar membership survey, 33 percent of Florida lawyers believed high stress is
a significant challenge within the profession and 32 percent said balancing family
and work was also a significant challenge. Overall, 79 percent of Florida lawyers in
the same survey believed the legal profession was becoming a less desirable career.
“Lawyers are no strangers to conflict and high–pressure situations, but when left
unchecked, the effects can be debilitating to one’s physical and mental health,” said
Dori Foster–Morales, chair of the Special Committee on Health and Wellness of
Florida lawyers. “Our goal with this committee is to create the right environment and
provide the right resources to help our attorneys find success without compromising
their health or quality of life.”
Members of the Special Committee on Mental Health and Wellness of Florida
Lawyers, which includes one nonlawyer member, Dr. Rahul Mehra, a board–certified
child, adolescent and adult psychiatrist in Tampa, are listed here.
Initial actions taken by the committee already include planning a series of town
hall meetings to allow attorneys to speak more openly about the stressful challenges
they face. The committee is also exploring the creation of continuing legal education
courses and law firm toolboxes to improve mental health and wellness education in
practices statewide. A complete plan of action is expected to be completed in May
2018.
l Special Committee on Mental Health
The 13–member Special Committee on Mental Health is conducting a comprehensive study of Florida’s mental health laws to make recommendations for improvements and will educate lawyers and judges on best practices and ABA Standards
when dealing with clients or other parties with mental illness in the court system.
The unfortunate reality is that people who experience a mental health crisis are
more likely to enter the criminal court system rather than get the medical help they
need, according to the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Data from the Bureau of
Justice Statistics also confirms that 64 percent of jailed inmates have a mental
health problem, requiring unique approaches to ensuring they have access to
representation and/or rehabilitation.
“Those who suffer from mental health problems are far more likely to be placed in
correctional facilities and detained longer, in part due to a lack of available resources,” said Judge Steven Leifman, co–chair of The Florida Bar’s Special Committee on Mental Health and a lifetime mental health advocate. “This committee will
take a comprehensive look at how we address mental health in our justice system.
The result should hopefully be better outcomes for people with mental illnesses and
reduced costs to our already overburdened jails and prisons.”
The other co–chair is Judge Melanie May, of the 4th District Court of Appeal.
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Airbus DS Communications, Collier County breaking new ground to improve location accuracy using technology
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Airbus DS Communications, North America’s
leading public safety communications provider, and the
Collier County Sheriff’s Office in Naples are breaking
new ground to improve location accuracy for 9–1–1
systems. Through their collaboration, they will present
new capabilities in the VESTA 9–1–1 Call–Handling
solution and the new VESTA Map Local solution using
RapidSOS location data.
“Collier County has long been an innovator in Public
Safety communications, and we are honored to have
them as our beta partner as we launch these new
capabilities nationwide,” said Jeff Robertson, president
and CEO of Airbus DS Communications.
“By tapping into smartphone technology, public–
safety agencies can now quickly pinpoint the location of
those calling 9–1–1, allowing calltakers to save precious
time and resources during emergencies.”
Collier County has been an Airbus DS Communications customer for nine years.
With the VESTA 9–1–1 system, Collier County
Sheriff’s Office will be the first public safety Answering
Point (PSAP) to realize how the RapidSOS technology
transmits precise, device–based hybrid locations from
smartphones directly to the VESTA 9–1–1 console. It
does so by using all sensors available on modern
smartphone devices–including GPS, WiFi Access
Points, Bluetooth Beacons, and Barometric Pressure
Sensors.
When using VESTA Map Local, the RapidSOS
technology is integrated into the solution, giving

calltakers greater location accuracy for wireless 9–1–1
calls. When a call comes in, the VESTA Map Local
system automatically checks the RapidSOS NG9–1–1
Clearinghouse to see if a caller’s device–based data
location is available. When the location of the
smartphone is available, the RapidSOS location
information is plotted in the VESTA Map Local system
in addition to the normal, network–provided ALI
location.
The beta will be carried out on Collier County
Sheriff’s 36 9–1–1 positions, 6 positions at the Naples
Police Department, as well as 10 VESTA
CommandPOSTs, the VESTA mobile emergency
communications system.
“We are excited to be the first PSAP in the country to
bring these new VESTA® capabilities to our community,” said Bob Finney, 9–1–1 communications director
at the Collier County Sheriff’s Office. “Location accuracy is critical in a community like ours. We have
numerous tourists visiting our beaches and the Everglades — many of whom are unfamiliar with their
surroundings. Having greater location accuracy will
make a huge difference. The testing we will be doing

Realtor Bobby Mutter in Titusville is not retired
On page 23 of the Oct. 16 edition of “BBN,” a story on Holly Carver of Lightle Beckner Robison Inc. mentioned
one of her mentors in the field of real estate — Bobby Mutter in Titusville. The story went on to say he is retired. It
should have read he is a retired Titusville Police Commander. He is not retired from real estate. Bobby Mutter
Realty is a full–service agency serving residential, commercial and property–management customers.

Liquidation Warehouse Open to the Public
Crazy Johnny’s buys open box, scratch and dent,
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with the VESTA Map Local solution, in particular, is
extremely important. From the calltakers’ perspective,
if they can’t get an accurate location on the map, they
can’t dispatch to the right location. It’s all about
location.”
“We are excited to expand access to our NG9–1–1
Clearinghouse data to Airbus DS Communications’
customers,” added Michael Martin, CEO of RapidSOS.
“By leveraging our location data with VESTA 9–1–1
and VESTA Map Local, Collier County’s Sheriff’s Office
will be able to locate people in need more quickly,
helping save lives and improve the safety of their
community.”
“As a beta partner, we have had the unique opportunity to have a voice in the development of the latest
products in public safety,” said Justin Koval, technical
supervisor, Collier County Sheriff’s Office. “Not only
does Airbus DS Communications make it easy to test
their new functionality, but they take our feedback to
heart and apply our suggestions to the final solutions.”
For information on Airbus DS Communications and
its portfolio of public safety communications solutions,
visit www.Airbus–DSComm.com.
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LEAD Brevard Leadership Awards program to be held on Feb. 9 at Space Coast Convention Center

online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

ROCKLEDGE — The 2018 LEAD Brevard
Leadership Awards event, featuring the 14th annual
“4–Under–40” recognition, will be held on Friday,
Feb. 9, at the Space Coast Convention Center, (Holiday
Inn Express & Suites) 301 Tucker Lane in Cocoa.
The 4–Under–40 recognition showcases young
professionals who are making a positive impact in
Brevard County through their leadership and commitment to community service.
The top 12 finalists for recognition are: Joshua
Adams, Rock Paper Simple; Alecia Blattler, United
Way of Brevard; Shane Burgman, Carpenter/Kessel
Homeselling Team, Dale Sorensen Real Estate; Kyle
Graham, Millefiori Medical Skin Rejuvenation; Wyatt
Hoover, River Oak Dental and Town of Melbourne
Beach; Kelli Hunsucker, Florida Institute of Technology; Carla McRae, Barn Light Electric Company and
Playalinda Brewing Company; Krista Miller, Astronaut
High School, Brevard Public Schools; Robert Ryba,

Harris Corp.; Dr. Christine Salinas, Space Coast
Neuropsychology Center; Brandon Smith, Brevard
County Parks and Recreation; and Sarah Stoeckel,
Eastern Florida State College.
Finalists are selected by a group of independent
community leaders based on the following criteria:
demonstrated excellence, creativity, and initiative in
their business or profession; providing a valuable
service by contributing time and energy to improve the
quality of life for others in the community; serving as a

role model for others personally and professionally; are
under the age of 40 on Jan. 1, 2018; live or work in
Brevard County, and show a commitment to his or her
personal or professional development.
Early bird tickets for individual seats and reserved
tables will be available soon on the LEAD Brevard
website www.LEADBrevard.org.
Sponsorship opportunities are still available for this
event. Visit the website for more information on being a
sponsor for the event.

Area attorney Canina singled out for client satisfaction
The American Institute of DUI/DWI Attorneys has recognized the exceptional performance of Melbourne DUI
attorney Richard Canina as one of the “10 Best DUI Attorneys for Client Satisfaction” in Florida. The American Institute
of DUI/DWI Attorneys is a third–party attorney–rating organization that publishes an annual list of the Top 10 DUI
attorneys in each state. Attorneys who are selected to the “10 Best” list must pass AIDUIA’s rigorous selection process,
which is based on client or peer nominations, thorough research, and AIDUIA’s independent evaluation. For more
information on Canina’s practice, call 728–0989 or visit www.MelbourneDefenseLaw.com.
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Promoter J.T. Shealy brings top bluegrass performers here, concerts hosted at
Faith City Church auditorium; 10–time IBMA winner Michael Cleveland set
By Ken Datzman
TITUSVILLE — Longtime Brevard
County businessman John “J.T.” Shealy
pioneered indoor bluegrass concerts in the
region a decade ago.
And today, he has earned a reputation
as a top–notch promoter, bringing some of
the most popular bluegrass artists in the
nation — as ranked by “Bluegrass Unlimited” magazine — to Brevard County.
“There is no one else in Brevard or even
in Orlando promoting indoor bluegrass
concerts,” said Shealy, a bluegrass
musician from a musical family.
“There are bluegrass festivals in
Palatka, in Brooksville, and in Okeechobee,
for instance, but those are outdoor festivals.
We like the comfortable indoor concerts.
And the concerts we put on make a lot of
people happy. They really enjoy the
bluegrass artists we book.”
Shealy himself has performed with
numerous bluegrass bands and knows
what true bluegrass fans want to hear, and
he’s filling that niche.
“The fans thank us every time we put
on a concert. They really appreciate what
we’re doing.” He runs “JT’s Bluegrass” with
his wife Frances. “I couldn’t do this without
Frances.”
Shealy owned and operated the upscale
retail store Home Furniture of Mims for 38
years before retiring from that retail
business in 2012. The lifelong musician —
he plays guitar, a Martin, by the way —
began planning for his second career years
in advance.
Shealy converted a storage area in the
rear of Home Furniture of Mims into a
concert hall that seated roughly 75 people.
“We started this venture in 2008 in the
back of Home Furniture. We had some
open warehouse space that was not being
occupied. So, we finished the walls, put in a
new drop–ceiling, put in two air conditioners, and put in a sound system.”
He continued, “Because the ceiling was
so low, we put in a stage that was about
one–foot high. That’s how we started, and
here we are 10 years later with J.T’s
Bluegrass. I consider this my hobby,
because I love bluegrass music.”
Shealy said he promotes about seven
bluegrass concerts during the winter
season.
“I know the history of this music. We
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 12
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Musician John ‘J.T.’ Shealy started his bluegrass promotions venture nearly 10 years ago. Today, JT’s Bluegrass is bringing some of the biggest names
in the industry to Brevard County to perform in concerts. He typically presents seven bluegrass concerts during the winter season. The performances are
held at Faith City Church on South Washington Avenue in Titusville. Tickets for the concerts are sold at JTsBluegrass.com.

are doing pretty good with our concerts. We
are drawing people from Brevard County,
along with Bluegrass fans from Daytona
and Orlando,” said Shealy, a four–year
U.S. Air Force veteran who long ago
worked for Pan Am for three years at
Patrick Air Force Base, which at the time
was a prime contractor to the Air Force.
During his active–duty Air Force years,
he formed a country band. Shealy’s band
played in the U.S. and overseas, including
in Japan. “We had a great time.”
His post–military career also included
working for First National Bank of

Titusville for eight years, before becoming a
retail entrepreneur with the purchase of
Home Furniture of Mims.
His concerts are hosted at Faith City
Church on South Washington Avenue in
Titusville. The nicely furnished auditorium
can seat up to 250 people.
“Faith City Church is a very convenient
location in the county,” said Shealy. “It’s a
venue that’s easy for people to get in and
out of. The facility, which has excellent
acoustics, is very accommodating for the
concerts, and Faith City Church is great to
work with.”
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He added, “Every date I have given
them, they have opened their doors to us
for the concerts. We have an intermission
at each concert and the fans come out into
the lobby area, where the band for that
particular event has a product table set up.
We have refreshments, too.”
One of the staples of each concert is an
offering of home–baked cookies. “The
cookies are very popular with concert
attendees,” he said. “People will buy them
before the concert and put them away.”
Please see ‘JT’s Bluegrass,’ page 19
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
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Community Christian School sees strong enrollment growth, partners with
Discover Life Church; three–story classroom facility to feature science lab
By Ken Datzman
The commercial construction market in Brevard
County, which has accelerated over the last three years
across various sectors of the industry, pumping tens of
millions of dollars into the economy, is showing no signs
of a slowdown as the year begins to wind down.
The building growth in recent years has occurred in
just about every commercial segment, including the
construction of churches and private educational facilities.
An increasing number of technology companies, as
well as other types of businesses, have been hiring and
bringing new families to the county. And private educators, such as 33–year–old Community Christian School,
are positioning themselves for the future with new
classroom facilities.
Community Christian School, which began in 1984
and today has a flourishing partnership with Discover
Life Church, is building upon its successful educational
model.
The school has seen its enrollment surge over the last
year, gaining about 200 students. The school now
provides education to 323 students in kindergarten
through high school both at its current location on
Ferndale Drive in Melbourne and at its facility at
Discover Life Church on West Eau Gallie Boulevard in
Melbourne.
To better accommodate its future growth, Community
Christian School is expanding at the West Eau Gallie
Boulevard campus.
Community Christian School is adding classrooms to
the front part of the church building. The three–story
24,000–square–foot classroom construction project is
situated in one of the hot spots for commercial building in
South Brevard.
The classroom construction is scheduled to be completed before the end of this year.
“The project will include a full computer laboratory
equipped with the latest technology and a state–of–the–
art science laboratory,” said Community Christian School
educator Julie Austin. “This is really going to uplift the
students and uplift the teachers. We couldn’t be happier
with the new facilities that are being built.”
The project’s general contractor is Hitte Enterprises
Inc. The architect of record is Angelina Wheeler–Chong of
Meld Studio Architecture LLC. Another partner of that
architectural firm is Jerry Balletti, the project’s designer.
“Meeting the needs of both the church and the school at
the same time was a fun and challenging process,” said
Balletti. “We designed a structure that allows the two
entities to coexist while utilizing the same spaces.”
Community Christian School’s current location in
Melbourne is not far from where the new complex is going
up. The existing school location will close when the new
construction is complete.
The new classroom structure will be able to accommodate up to 550 students, giving the school a lot of capacity
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
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Community Christian School has seen its enrollment surge over the last couple of years. It has a partnership with Discover Life Church,
which built and moved into a 25,000–square–foot facility on West Eau Gallie Boulevard in Melbourne about five years ago. Now, a
24,000–square–foot classroom expansion is underway at the site and will be the new campus location for Community Christian School.
From left: Larry Roselle III, Educational Success Program principal; Julie Austin, Upper School principal; Eric Austin, superintendent;
and Shelley Willms, Lower School principal.

to continue to grow its enrollment.
“We are super–excited about our project in
Melbourne,” said Eric Austin, superintendent of Community Christian School.
“About a year and half ago, we decided to build a
campus on West Eau Gallie Boulevard. And, of course, we
knew we could merge the two buildings into one on the
five acres. So, it’s almost a 50,000–square–foot project.
The buildings are literally sandwiched together,” said Eric
Austin.
He added, “I think we’ve seen about a 185 percent
increase in enrollment at Community Christian School
over the last 18 months or so. Because of that growth, we
changed the structure of the school to where we now have
three principals. The new structure is very effective.”
Julie Austin (no relation to Eric Austin) is the Upper
School principal (grades seven through 12). Shelley
Willms is the Lower School principal (kindergarten
through grade six), and Larry Roselle III is the Educa-

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

tional Success Program principal (kindergarten through
grade 12).
The Educational Success Program initiative is geared
toward nontraditional learners. It centers more on
hands–on learning in smaller classroom settings for the
students. “The Educational Success Program has helped
fuel our growth,” said Julie Austin, who has been a
teacher for 16 years.
“Larry (Roselle) is doing fantastic work with that
program. Word is getting out in the community about our
success working with all types of students. We have
outstanding teachers. They are very seasoned in their
fields. And Community Christian School has a focus on
developing students in the areas of science, technology,
engineering, the arts and mathematics. That is something our board members see as part of their vision for
the school,” said Julie Austin.
Please see Community Christian School, page 21
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 13
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Tobacco Free Florida and Brevard Tobacco Initiative team up for ‘Great American Smokeout’ set Nov.16
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In observance of the “Great American Smokeout,”
sponsored by the American Cancer Society, Tobacco
Free Florida and Brevard Tobacco Initiative encourage
tobacco users to make a plan to quit smoking on
Thursday, Nov. 16.
The Great American Smoke Out raises awareness
about the dangers of smoking and the many effective
resources available to help smokers successfully quit.
Smoking remains the leading cause of preventable
disease and death in Florida and the United States.
“On average, smokers die 10 years earlier than nonsmokers. For every person who dies, at least 30 people
live with a serious smoking–related illness,” according
to reports.
About 30 percent of cancer deaths in Florida are
caused by cigarette smoking. Smoking not only affects
one’s health, but it also impacts individuals financially.
“A pack–a–day smoker in Florida can spend more than
$2,100 in just one year and more than $10,500 in five

years,” says Tobacco Free Florida.
The Florida Department of Health, The City of Palm
Bay, Circles of Care Inc., Brevard Public Schools and
Patrick Air Force Base will be hosting events for their
employees with the opportunity to participate in onsite
wellness activities during the Great American
Smokeout.
Avidyne Corp. of Melbourne will be hosting an
employee presentation in collaboration with the Area
Health Education Centers’ Tobacco Cessation Facilitator to promote tobacco–cessation services and encourage their employees to take advantage of the free “Quit
Your Way” tobacco–cessation programs through
Tobacco Free Florida.
Tobacco Free Florida’s Quit Your Way program
makes it easy for tobacco users to access free tools and
services to help them quit. More than 159,000 Floridians have successfully quit tobacco using one of these
free services. For more information on the program,
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visit TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/QuitYourWay.
Smokers can also access Tobacco Free Florida’s
online Cost Calculator to find out how much money
they could save by quitting at tobaccofreeflorida.com/
calculator.
The Florida Department of Health, nationally
accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board,
works to protect, promote and improve the health of all
people in Florida through integrated state, county and
community efforts.
You can follow on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on
Facebook. For more information about the Florida
Department of Health, visit www.FloridaHealth.gov.
The department’s Tobacco Free Florida campaign is
a statewide cessation and prevention campaign funded
by Florida’s tobacco settlement fund. Since the program
began in 2007, there are now roughly 451,000 fewer
adult smokers in Florida, and the state has saved $17.7
billion in health care costs.
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World Health Organization tags UCF team to develop communication protocols in event of global health crisis
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By Zenaida Gonzalez Kotala
Office of Research and Commercialization
University of Central Florida
ORLANDO — The next time there’s an international
health crisis, such as an Ebola outbreak or spread of
the Zika virus, communication with the public should
be better, thanks to the recommendations of a UCF
research team.
Professor Tim Sellnow and associate professors Ann
Miller and Lindsay Neuberger from the Nicholson
School of Communication conducted research to come
up with best practices for communicating during a
global health threat.
The World Health Organization sponsored the
research and will use the team’s recommendations to
guide its efforts. It is the first time a UCF team has
conducted research for the international health
organization responsible for building a healthier future
for people all over the world.
“Globalization has essentially evaporated borders,”
Sellnow said. “This was an ideal project with global
impact. By offering communication guidelines, not only
can we help doctors and scientists stay focused on a
health crisis, but we can also help avoid a lot of misinformation among the general public.”
The fundamental finding was that emergency risk–
communication training should include a focus on
coordinating federal, state, local and community

agencies and personnel. And the training should
include an emphasis on dealing with the media,
including specifically the need for contingency press
statements and talking points to ensure all agencies
involved are sharing consistent information, and are
presented in a manner that is sensitive to the needs
and comprehension level of the audience.
The particular challenge in a global–health crisis is
the lack of existing networks established within and
among the organizations impacted. Establishing these
relationships in advance of a crisis would result in more
efficient outreach, the team concluded.
Miller said the WHO should be commended for its
trailblazing mentality of encouraging research into the
critical role communication plays in any emergency.
The team reviewed more than 6,720 published

articles related to communications during health crises.
Graduate and undergraduate students assisted in the
process. The systemic evidence review is traditionally
applied in medicine, but not so much in the social
sciences, Miller said.
The team’s expertise positioned UCF to be the ideal
institution to handle such a big endeavor.
Sellnow specializes in crisis communications and led
the project in collaboration with Miller, who specializes
in global–health communication, and Neuberger, whose
specialty is health–communication campaigns.
The team presented the recommendations to the
WHO during a guideline–development group meeting
in Geneva, Switzerland, in February and its findings
were published in the Journal of Health Communication in June.

Dr. Raymond Adamcik set to open Florida Anti–aging Center Nov. 24
Dr. Raymond Adamcik has announced he will open the Florida Anti–aging Center on Nov. 24. The center is
located at 1290 Highway A1A, Suite 103, in Satellite Beach. Dr. Adamcik is board certified in internal medicine,
and also by the Academy of Anti–Aging Medicine. He has practiced in Brevard County since 1996. He recently won
the Legacy Award from Biote for pellet services. He has traveled internationally to attend anti–aging conferences.
Dr. Adamcik’s practice focuses on improving quality of life and health through natural or alternative medicine.
He runs a weight–loss clinic and specializes in optimizing hormone levels. “Many of the symptoms of aging, like
fatigue, weight gain, brain fog, poor libido and body aches, are attributed to age, when, in fact, these symptoms are
reversed when hormone deficiencies are corrected,” he said. “One of my favorite methods are Biote pellets, which
restore both men and women to optimal health. Results can be life–changing.”
There will be many special prices and giveaways on opening day. Consult the website at
FloridaAntiAgingCenter.com, or call 690–0003 after Nov. 20 for details on the opening–day event.

Brevard County Catholic Schools provide an outstanding
education in a faith-filled and nurturing learning
environment. A challenging curriculum is enriched
with fine arts, foreign language, religion, athletics, and
extracurricular programs. Catholic school students emerge
with the skills needed for success in college and career.
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CareerSource Florida Board of Directors;
guide workforce development in the state
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TALLAHASSEE — Governor Rick Scott’s recent
appointments to the CareerSource Florida Board of
Directors further demonstrate his ongoing commitment
to ensure businesses and families have opportunities to
prosper. CareerSource Florida is the statewide
workforce policy and investment board charged with
guiding workforce development in support of existing
and emerging business needs. Newly appointed board
members include:
l Camille Lee–Johnson, of Atlantic Beach, the chief
operating officer at Lee Wesley and Associates, appointed through Oct. 24, 2020.
l Tony McGee, of Orlando, the CEO of HNM Global
Logistics, appointed through Oct. 24, 2020.
l Stephanie Smith, of Miami, the senior public policy
manager at Uber Technologies, appointed through Oct.
24, 2020.
“Our newest board members bring a wealth of
experience in diverse industries, from trade and
logistics to professional services,” said Board Chairman
Britt Sikes, general manager of Enterprise Accounts at
DEX Imaging. “CareerSource Florida applauds Governor Scott for his appointments, and we look forward to
working with these business leaders to further
strengthen Florida’s talent pipeline in collaboration
with our education and industry partners.”
The CareerSource Florida network provided
workforce services to more than 369,100 Floridians
reported to have secured employment last year, and
more than 81,700 businesses.
“CareerSource Florida is dedicated to providing
pathways to prosperity for all Floridians and supporting our vibrant economy,” said CareerSource Florida
President and CEO Michelle Dennard. “With their
successful and diverse backgrounds in building Florida
businesses, Camille, Tony and Stephanie will be valued
contributors to our efforts to ensure Florida has the
skilled workforce needed for employers today and into
the future.”
Board members reappointed by Gov. Scott are:
l Elisha Gonzalez Bonnewitz, of Winter Park,
government and community relations manager for
Duke Energy, reappointed through March 21, 2019.
l Tim Center, of Tallahassee, founder of Centerfield
Strategy and CEO of Capital Area Community Action
Agency, reappointed through March 21, 2020.
l Rose Conry, of Jacksonville, CEO of Stafftime,
reappointed through July 6, 2019.
l William Johnson, of Tampa, former vice president
of finance shared services at Coca–Cola Refreshments,
reappointed through March 21, 2019.
l Rick Matthews, of Viera, vice president of global
operations of Northrop Grumman Systems Corp.,
reappointed through March 21, 2019.
CareerSource Florida provides oversight and policy
direction for talent–development programs administered by the Department of Economic Opportunity.
There are 24 local workforce development boards,
including locally, around the state.
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
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TALLAHASSEE — Bob Grammig, partner and
leader of the firm–wide Corporate, M&A and Securities
Practice at Holland & Knight, LLP, has been elected as
the 2017–2018 chairman of the Florida Chamber of
Commerce’s Board of Directors.
“Bob Grammig’s leadership in Florida’s business
community has been instrumental to ensuring a strong
business climate for job creators,” said Mark Wilson
president and CEO of the Florida Chamber of Commerce.
“Bob is an advocate for free–enterprise and believes
a competitive workforce, and strong global ties will help
ensure Florida’s diverse communities can unite under
an integrated business agenda.”
Grammig replaces outgoing Florida Chamber Board
of Director Chair Syd Kitson, chairman and CEO of
Kitson & Partners, whose term expired Oct. 31, 2017.
“For over 100 years, the Florida Chamber has been
the premier organization focused on improving the lives
of Floridians by driving the long–term economic vitality
of our state,” said Gramming. “Holland & Knight,
through its membership, has supported this mission
since the inception of the Chamber. I’m proud to be part
of an organization that tirelessly fights to support job
creators, to defeat special interests that advocate job–
killing policies which would impair innovation and
economic opportunities for our citizens and to secure a
better future for Florida’s families and businesses.”
A longtime Floridian, he has been based in the
Tampa office of Holland & Knight for more than 35

years. He serves on the firm’s Director’s Committee. He
has advised many prominent Florida businesses in
various industries on a wide range of business issues,
including numerous public offerings and domestic and
foreign acquisitions.
He attended high school in Melbourne, and holds a
B.A. and M.A. degrees from the University of Pennsylvania and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. Immediately before joining Holland & Knight, he served as a
law clerk to Thomas Clark, United States Court of
Appeals for the Fifth and Eleventh Circuits.
Grammig is involved in a number of civic and
charitable activities. He serves as a director of the
Crisis Center of Tampa Bay and a member of the

leadership committee of the Florida Chapter of the
German American Chamber of Commerce. He has
previously served as a director of the Tampa Bay
International Trade Council and as a director of the
Tampa Bay Child Abuse Committee.
Grammig’s one–year term as Chair of the Florida
Chamber Board runs from Nov. 1, 2017, through
Oct. 31, 2018.
In addition to outgoing chair Syd Kitson, Past Chairs
of the Florida Chamber’s Board of Directors have
included: Tracy Duda Chapman, senior vice president/
general counsel for A. Duda & Sons Inc.; Steve Knopik,
CEO of Beall’s Inc.; and Eric Silagy, president and CEO
of Florida Power and Light Co.

Volusia County Grower re–elected as president of the Florida Farm Bureau
GAINESVILLE — Delegates at Florida Farm Bureau’s 2017 annual meeting re–elected John Hoblick as the
organization’s president. The Volusia County farmer has served as the organization’s chief executive since 2006.
Hoblick, a third generation cut foliage producer from DeLeon Springs, began his involvement with Farm
Bureau nearly three decades ago as the leader of what is now known as the Young Farmers and Ranchers Leadership Group.
“I am deeply grateful to Florida Farm Bureau members for their continued support and goodwill,” Hoblick said.
“With their dedication and engagement Farm Bureau has completed a most successful year of program activity,
operational development and service. I look forward to many new accomplishments as we work together in the
future.”
A unanimous vote for the two–year term was taken during the Nov. 1 general session of Florida Farm Bureau’s
2017 Annual Meeting held at the Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa in Ponte Vedra Beach.
Florida Farm Bureau, the state’s largest general agricultural organization, represents more than 146,000
member–families.
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Local Republican leader Young
is elected to state board at event
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The Florida Bar

The Titusville Steering Committee and
Titusville Sunrise Rotary
cordially invite you to join us in a reenactment of the historical event, Al Capone’s arrest:

Al Capone’s Cafe
Saturday, December 2nd
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under the tent at 420 Julia Street
We are reques ng your support to help ensure the youth in Titusville will have a
Boys & Girls Club of their own!
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The State Convention of the Florida Federation of
Republican Women has elected Beth Young, president
of the Brevard Federated Republican Women, to the
Federation State Board as Districts Executive.
Several members of the local club attended the
convention in Cocoa Beach as delegates. Delegates
attending included chief sergeant–at–arms Larna
Brown, Susan Blesch and Diane Norwood Steven as
well as Barbara Davis, Deanna Reiter, Debbie
Schofield, Gerry Blanchard, Jean Steen, Marlene Frye,
Patti Febro, Carlie Rogers and Sharon Rose.
The Brevard Federated Republican Women celebrate its 68th anniversary this year. Meetings are held
the second Monday at Duran Golf Club in Viera. For
more information on the organization, visit
www.BrevardFederatedRepublicanWomen.org.
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Continued from page 6
Members of the Special Committee on Mental
Health are listed here.
The Special Committee on Mental Health is scheduled to begin its extensive review this quarter and
conclude with a report and proposed set of recommendations to be presented before The Florida Bar Board of
Governors by May 2019.
l Special Committee on Child and Parent Representation
The Special Committee on Child and Parent Representation is addressing the concurrent need for high
quality legal representation for children and parents in
dependency proceedings and ensure their safety and
well–being.
“Children in dependency programs, no matter their
geographic location, deserve high–quality counsel to
advocate for their best interest,” said Bob Butterworth,
chair of the Special Committee Child and Parent
Representation. “This committee will bring to fruition
the Florida Bar’s years of work on dependent child
representation.”
The committee was born out of the need for more
uniformity across Florida’s jurisdictions so that all
children and families can have access to quality counsel
and representation. Currently, justice for children is
often determined by geography and foster children who
live in counties that fund legal aid programs are far
more likely to have lawyers than those who do not. This
committee will make recommendations for uniform
training, oversight and guidance of attorneys representing dependent children, so that no child is left without a
court–appointed advocate.
The 29–member Special Committee on Child and
Parent Representation is co–chaired by Florida Bar
past presidents Jesse H. Diner of Buchanan Ingersoll &
Rooney in Fort Lauderdale, Miles A. McGrane III of
The McGrane Law Firm in Fort Lauderdale, and Edith
Osman of Carlton Fields in Miami. The committee is
scheduled to conclude its work with a report and
proposed set of recommendations by May 2018.
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
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‘JT’s Bluegrass’
Continued from page 12
The next concert for J.T.’s Bluegrass will feature
Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper. The concert is from
7–9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 24. For ticket information, visit
JTsBluegrass.com.
Cleveland is considered one of the premier bluegrass
fiddlers of his generation. Originally from Henryville, Ind.,
he picked up a fiddle at age 4 and his talent was recognized
early.
In 1993, Cleveland was chosen to be part of the
Bluegrass Youth All Stars at the International Bluegrass
Music Association’s award show. Later that year, he made
his Grand Ole Opry debut as a guest of Allison Krause,
“who put bluegrass music on the map,” said Shealy.
Cleveland, who is blind, went on to become a record
10–time winner of the International Bluegrass Music
Association’s Fiddler of the Year award.
“We are really excited to be able to showcase the talents
of Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper,” said Shealy.
“That band will fill the auditorium. Michael is a
fabulous player. He performs a lot in Nashville, Tenn.
We’ve never had him in Titusville in the 10 years we’ve
been promoting bluegrass concerts. We continually strive
to bring new bands here. This is going to be a treat for
bluegrass fans, and the concert is the day after Thanksgiving.”
Cleveland originally started his training in the classical
Suzuki method. But he had always known his true calling.
“When I started taking lessons at age 4, I told my teacher
right up front that I wanted to learn how to play Bluegrass

and I wanted to play Orange Blossom Special.”
Cleveland was invited to sit in with the Bill Monroe —
commonly referred to as the “Father of Bluegrass” — at
the Bean Blossom Bluegrass Festival in Nashville, Ind.
The late Monroe lived there and founded that festival in
1965.
Soon after, Cleveland brought his virtuosic style to the
Grand Ole Opry, to “A Prairie Home Companion,” and to
the U.S. Congress. And he’s still looking for new ways to
push himself and his music forward.
“All you have to do is count the number of International
Bluegrass Music Association awards he’s won,” said
Shealy. “That simply tells the story of Michael Cleveland’s
bluegrass career.”
Following Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper on
Shealy’s concert schedule will be Trinity River Band. That
concert is set for Friday, Dec. 8. Then Doyle Lawson &
Quicksilver will perform on Thursday, Jan. 4.
“Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver — according to the
October monthly airplay chart by ‘Bluegrass Today’ — is
the No. 1 ranked artist (with the song ‘Life To My Days’).
And the Trinity River Band is the No. 3 ranked artist for
October (with ‘Things We Do For Dreams’). So, we have
two of the top three bluegrass bands booked to perform in
Brevard County. If you are a bluegrass fan, that’s exciting
news. But all of the bands we bring here are award–
winners. We’re proud of all the performers and the
accomplishments they’ve made with bluegrass music.”
This will be a return trip to Titusville for Doyle Lawson

& Quicksilver, said Shealy. “I have seen him play at
festivals. And I can recognize a great fiddle player when I
hear one.”
Wayne Taylor and the DC Reunion Band is booked for
Friday, Feb. 9, and Sideline will close out Shealy’s concert
season on Friday, March 9.
Before he became a bluegrass enthusiast, Shealy
embraced country music.
“In the 1960s and 1970s I enjoyed classic country
music,” he said. “But as country music began to change, I
shifted my allegiance to bluegrass, which, in my opinion, is
the traditional music of the Grand Ole Opry.”
Soon, bluegrass fans in the South and around the
nation will be able to tour the new International Bluegrass
Music Center in Owensboro, Ky.
The facility is on track to open in 2018 and will feature
a 500–seat concert hall, a 2,000–seat outdoor concert area,
a research library, and teaching rooms.
Shealy grew up in South Carolina and first performed
on radio. He made guest appearances at age 9 on WIS
Radio in Columbia, S.C. This was in the late 1940s or early
1950s. He appeared with the No. 1 country band in
Columbia at the time.
There is a picture of Shealy standing up in a chair
behind the microphone at WIS Radio.
“Music has been a big part of my life. My whole family
is deeply rooted in music. My sister is a great vocalist.
Promoting bluegrass concerts is one way in which I can
stay connected to the music I greatly enjoy,” Shealy said.
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local community — expands its program
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Christian Care Ministry in Melbourne, which operates
the rapidly growing Medi–Share health care sharing
program, has announced the expansion of its “Acts2Action”
employee volunteerism program. Under the expanded
program, employees will now have up to 24 hours of paid
leave to volunteer in the local community.
To kick off the newly expanded employee volunteerism
program, the ministry invited 20 local nonprofit organizations for an information fair at its offices Oct. 13.
At the fair, employees were able to learn about the
organizations’ mission statements, values and programs,
and were able to sign up for community volunteering
opportunities.
“Whether it’s on a nationwide scale through our health
care sharing program Medi–Share or on a local community
level through our employee volunteerism program, the
mission of Christian Care Ministry is always to serve, help
and care for people,” said Ted Squires, CEO of Medi–
Share. “This is why we’ve decided to give our employees up
to 24 hours of paid leave so they can volunteer in our local
community.”
“Our staff has consistently expressed a desire to use
their time, faith and energy to bless the people of Brevard
County,” Squires said. “As a ministry whose entire focus is
to enable people to share their lives, faith and resources,
we are proud to see our staff embrace this same mission in
their personal lives. And we are glad to be able to empower
them to do this through our expanded volunteerism
program.”
An initial estimate of the impact of the “Acts2Action”
volunteerism program indicates that Christian Care
Ministry employees could contribute up to 7,560 volunteer
hours to service projects in Brevard County. The ministry
also plans to roll out a similar program in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, where it employs more than 100 people
at a customer care center.
The nonprofit organizations that participated in the
nonprofit fair run the gamut of volunteering possibilities in
Brevard County. They included organizations that provide
support for people with disabilities, services for the
homeless, meal distribution, low–cost housing, pregnancy
resources, shelter for animals and more. In addition, as
part of Christian Care Ministry’s emphasis on fostering
thriving families and children, employees will also be able
to use their paid leave to volunteer at the schools their
children attend.
One of the most unique participants was Space Coast
Seafarers Ministry, a nonprofit that assists employees
from cruise and cargo ships that are based out of Port
Canaveral. The crew members of these vessels represent
more than 110 countries and allow volunteers to “reach the
nations” without leaving Brevard County.
“We have been overwhelmed by the positive response
we received from the nonprofit community,” said Stephany
Eley, Christian Care Ministry’s community outreach
liaison, who helped expand the volunteerism program.
“There is tremendous diversity among the participating
organizations, and we hope that each employee was able to
find a volunteer opportunity that will be a great fit.”
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
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Community Christian School
Continued from page 13
Community Christian School “started as a preschool
through third grade, adding one grade each year at the
building on Ferndale Avenue, which is about a seven–
minute drive from the new campus on West Eau Gallie
Boulevard,” said Roselle.
He continued, “The Ferndale Avenue location has
grown close to capacity. Today, we have 323 students
enrolled at Community Christian School. The growth has
been absolutely amazing the last couple of years. Last
year I think we had 166 students attending Community
Christian School. And we went from a staff of a couple
dozen people to just shy of 50 people now.”
“It’s incredibly exciting to see the evolution of the
school,” added Willms, who has taught for nine years, all
at private institutions.
“One of the things that attracted me to Community
Christian School two years ago was the freedom to be able
to pray with my students in the classroom. That was
really important to me.”
The initial vision for the school began with a small
group of Christians. Robert Burger, a local attorney, and
Jess Yates, a local dentist, headed the group who wanted
“to start an interdenominational, Christian school in
which Biblical principles would be taught.”
At the first “official” meeting called by the founding
group, the 15 people in attendance all came from different
churches. The name, Community Christian School,
“therefore seemed an obvious choice.” Five local pastors
were invited to serve on the first Advisory Board.

Today, Community Christian School has an “unaffiliated” partnership with Discover Life Church. “We share
board members. It’s been a great partnership,” said
Roselle.
He added that “the buzz of the construction project
alone and the ability to open up to a broader range of
students has brought new attention to Community
Christian School. The school has had a lot of success with
the traditional educational program over the years. But
now we have expanded through technology, through
specially trained teachers, and through other avenues.
We are able to teach every type of learner, which is great.”
“There are not a lot of schools in the area that cater to
every type of learner,” said Roselle, “so I think we are very
well positioned as an institution as we look to the future.”
Julie Austin said Community Christian School also
offers dual enrollment with Eastern Florida State College.
“And we are actively using Florida Virtual School to
provide us with access to more electives. We are building
our athletics program, too. It’s a building time right now
for Community Christian School. We see a really strong
future for the school.”
Florida Virtual School is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. The statewide Internet–based school is
known as a pioneer in the online education field and has
grown in size and impact since its inception.
When founded in 1997, Florida Virtual School
consisted of “six teachers, four personnel members, 77
enrollments, and six courses.” Today, it employs more

than 1,400 Florida–certified instructors who are all
provided with a wide variety of resources and professional
development opportunities.
Students around the state can benefit from the more
than 150 course offerings. Florida Virtual School boasts
3.6 million semester completions since 1997.
Discover Life Church purchased the five acres on West
Eau Gallie Boulevard about 10 years ago and began
building a new church there in 2010–2011. Discover Life
Church opened at that location in 2012.
Discover Life Church also has a location in Palm Bay.
Ken Hitte is the lead pastor for Discover Life Church. Eric
Austin is the executive pastor and chief financial officer
for Discover Life Church, where he has been involved for
years.
Eric Austin is a political science graduate of the
University of Central Florida and also has an MBA
degree from Webster University.
He recently retired from the Cocoa Police Department
as a major after 16 years of service to that community.
About two and half years ago, Eric Austin was invited
to join the board of Community Christian School, which
at the time had about 100 to 110 students. And Pastor
Hitte joined the board a few months after Eric Austin’s
appointment.
“They are providing strong leadership and taking us to
new heights. The board is leading the way. These are
exciting times for Community Christian School,” said
Julie Austin.
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Expo CME Conference
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www.BIMDA.com
Melbourne Rialto Place
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5 HOURS OF CME CREDIT FREE FOR ALL PHYSICIANS
Includes Breakfast & Lunch

BIMDA welcomes all Physicians, ARNPs and PA-Cs
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APARNA KOPURI, MD*
tnslovr@gmail.com

Membership Director
SHARAD VYAS, MD*
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Hon. Executive Director, Founder
GLAD KURIAN*
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winddoc75@yahoo.com
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ARAVIND KUMAR, MD*
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6:00 AM Exhibitors Load-In
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7:20 AM Ribbon Cutting / Exhibit Hall Opens
CME
Topic
CME Presenter
CME1

Atrial Fibrillation Management
Changing Paradigms

Sujata Balulad, M.D.

8:30 AM

CME2

Executive Assistant
SRI KOPURI
sri.kopuri01@gmail.com

Integrative Eye Care and
Ophthalmology Update

Hetal Vaishnav, M.D.

Secretary
RAJASRI KRISHNAMURTHY, MD
rajasrikris@gmail.com

9:30 AM

CME3

Amit Sharma, M.D.

Treasurer
SUBHASH REGE, MDS
subhashrege@cfl.rr.com

Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest
What every Health worker Needs
To Know

ANCILLARY COMMITTEE

10:30 AM

CME4

Updates in Alzheimer`s Disease

Phillip Tipton M.D.

ABDUL KARIM, MD*

11:30 AM

Lunch Break

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Non CME Lectures

Sponsorship & Finance Chair
ASHOK C. SHAH, MD*
acgm1955@aol.com
Operations Chair,
Sponsorship Support
N. RAO KOPURI, BDS, MS*
braceko@aol.com
CME Chair, Founder
MAHESH SONI, MD*
msruti@aol.com

RAVI SHANKAR, MD*
JASHBHAI PATEL, MD*

Right Angle Solutions.

PRAKASH REDDY, MD*
MUKESH AGGARWAL, MD*
MOHAMMED MUJEEB, DDS

VITAS Hospice
1:00 PM

SUDESHNA 'SUE' MITRA, MD*

2:00 PM
Members with * indicates they are:
*REGENTS / PAST PRESIDENTS*

CME5

A New Approach to Treating
Reflux

Peter Walker M.D.

Conference Ends

Mailing Address
Dr. N. Rao Kopuri, BDS, MS
2555 W. New Haven Ave., Melbourne, FL 32904
Ph. 321-728-9999 Fax: 321-728-5925 email: braceko@aol.com
BIMDA is a not-for-profit professional association organized under Internal Revenue Code 501 (c) (6)
Tax ID # 59-3576907 www.bimda.com

Category 1 CME: Holmes Regional Medical Center is accredited by the Florida Medical Association to provide continuing medical education for physicians. Holmes Regional Medical Center designates this educational activity
for a maximum of five (5) AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. Provider #50-14759
BIMDA reserves the right to make changes to the program as needed. Thank you for supporting Continuing Medical Education with BIMDA.

Strictly Physicians, ARNPs, PA-Cs, Sponsors & Presenters. This event is not open to the general public.
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Florida City Gas
Continued from page 1
for U.S. households and businesses. For example, American–made natural gas is the primary driver of carbon–
emission reductions, which are now at a 25–year low.
On the day of this interview, we are sitting in a building
that is not using electricity to condition the air, and it’s very
comfortable. Gas heat pumps are used instead.
“Natural gas is brought to this building and it fuels — in
this case — a four–cylinder Toyota engine that turns a
compressor that moves the refrigerant. So, rather than
using an electric motor to turn a compressor, we are using a
natural gas engine. It’s very efficient and it’s very low cost.
This facility is six years old, and we’ve not had one minute
of down time with the gas heat pumps that are on the
building. We have 14 tons of gas cooling in here,” Seagrave
said.
Seagrave, who earned his bachelor’s degree in military
science from the University of Southern Mississippi and is
a U.S. Army veteran and graduate of its Airborne School,
has worked in his industry for more than 25 years in
various roles.
At Florida City Gas, he is the Director of regional
operations and sales -. “I enjoy the dual role. It connects
both sides of the business together, in the interest of
taking care of customers.”
He has seen the industry evolve. Today, natural gas is
an abundant, domestic energy source, with a significant
impact on jobs and the nation’s economic prosperity.
Florida City Gas is now starting to slice a niche in the
evolving commercial space sector in America, said
Seagrave. “Some of the space–oriented companies are
looking to power their rockets with liquefied natural gas.
Privatization of the space program has created opportunity
for us, and we’re excited about that potential.”
Meanwhile, back on earth, households that use natural
gas for heating, cooking, and clothes–drying spend an
average of $840 less per year than homes using “non–gas”
services for those appliances, according to the American
Gas Association.
Florida City Gas offers rebates that help offset the cost
of new natural gas appliances. “For example, if a residential customer installs a tankless water heater, which is a
very efficient system, he or she will qualify for a $675
rebate. And we offer rebates on commercial appliances as
well,” said Seagrave.
If a commercial customer installs a tankless water
heater in their business, Florida City Gas offers up to a
$2,500 rebate to offset that cost. “Following the recent
storm, I think people are now a little more aware of the
value equation of natural gas appliances because they
can cook and they can enjoy hot water, for instance,
which is a huge value to them,” said Seagrave.
During hurricanes, Florida City Gas has a team
responsible for “monitoring the gas flows through our
`gate stations,’ which are locations where we take
delivery of the gas from the transmission system. They
control the pressure, monitor the flow and so forth at our
gate stations throughout the state,” he said.
“During the storm, we didn’t see any dramatic ramp up
because we didn’t have any major main breaks, particularly
in this area of the state. In fact, we didn’t have any in this
area.”
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Since the storms in the mid–2000s, we’ve had many
customers add backup generators, fueled by natural gas, to
their homes. That reliability enables residents to have the
confidence they need to run their air–conditioning systems,
have their lights on, and watch TV for news updates. Many
people enjoyed that aspect.”
During a power outage, natural gas generators provide
continuous fuel supply from an existing natural gas line.
While these units are available in a range of sizes to meet
various energy needs, customers are encouraged to contact
Florida City Gas to determine whether their service line
meets load requirements for the generator’s safe and
efficient operation.
Hurricanes, thunderstorms, and other severe weather
conditions can cause power outages lasting anywhere from
a few hours to several weeks. This can be extremely
inconvenient. Fortunately, natural gas provides nearly
100 percent reliable service, ensuring that homes and
businesses stay online when power goes out.
“We saw a huge bump up in inquiries after the hurricane,” said Seagrave. “We received more than 750 calls in
the five days following the storm. A lot of people were
interested in learning more about natural gas and if it is
available in their area. And we responded quickly to those
calls, sending some additional account executives to answer
their questions.”
Florida City Gas has its own “natural gas filing
stations,” including one at its facility in Rockledge.
“As a business, we are very fortunate to have vehicles
that operate on ‘compressed natural gas,’ and we have our
own natural gas filling stations,” said Seagrave. “By having
CNG–equipped vehicles, it enabled us to respond to our
customers’ needs without having to worry about gasoline
shortages. It really helped us in this storm. We encourage
fleet operators to consider purchasing alternative fuel
vehicles powered by natural gas, not just in the event of a
storm, but for the other advantages when compared to
conventional–fueled vehicles, including cost savings.”
Compressed natural gas vehicles are available for all
types of applications, including business fleets and vehicles
for personal use. Compressed natural gas is sold at retail
stations in “gasoline gallon equivalents” and CNG usage at
private stations is also converted to GGE by owners of these
stations for fuel–cost consumption and tax purposes.
According to the Florida Natural Gas Association, five new
jobs are created for every new CNG gas station within a
five–mile radius.
The use of natural gas is becoming more and more
popular because it can be used with commercial and
industrial electric–power generation, and in residential
applications. And Florida City Gas’ investments in natural
gas infrastructure help to support the continued economic
development of communities in the Sunshine State. During
all of Florida City Gas’ construction projects in communities, safety is its number–one priority, said Seagrave. Two
years ago, his company rolled out its SAFE Program. The
Safety, Access, and Facility Enhancement Program — a
10–year initiative — allows for the replacement and
relocation of roughly 250 miles of natural gas pipeline.
“We have commissioned and we have installed
25.8 miles this year, and 63.4 miles since the program’s
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inception in September of 2015. Florida City Gas has
invested $20.3 million toward that effort. Safety is what
this is all about,” he said.
Florida City Gas ended 2016 ahead of schedule on this
SAFE program. This is an achievement that definitely sets
a positive course for the remaining years of the project.
Replacing and relocating pipe with newer, technologically
advanced plastic pipe that has a longer useful life will help
ensure an even safer and more reliable natural gas pipeline
system.
These enhancements will support the continuous
delivery of safe, reliable and affordable natural gas to
commercial and and residential customers throughout
Florida via the approximately 3,600 miles of distribution
and transmission pipeline they manage and maintain.
Seagrave added, “Along the lines of safety, I want to
remind people of our company’s ‘Call–Before–You–Dig’
program. If you plan to dig in your yard to plant a tree, put
in a fence or replace a mailbox, for example, we encourage
residents to call 8–1–1 before doing any digging projects.
This is a free service to locate and mark underground utility
lines, prevent injury, costly damage, and inconvenient
utility–service interruptions.”
Homeowners and professional contractors are required
to call 8–1–1 at least three days before starting any project
that requires digging or excavation. The approximate
location of underground utility lines will be marked with
color–coded spray paint, flags, or stakes that correspond to
the utility. The color used for natural gas is yellow.
“Our company’s ‘locate requests’ over the last two years
are up roughly 30 percent over the previous period, which is
a huge increase and a sign of economic progress in the
market,” Seagrave said.
We are very proud of our generosity of spirit said
Seagrave. “We serve homes and we serve businesses.
We need communities to be thriving in order for us to
thrive as a business. It’s important for us to give back.
Our employees do a lot of volunteer work in the communities we serve.”
Florida City Gas employees are also hands-on in
the community as volunteer laborers. We had teamed
up with Habitat for Humanity of Brevard in the
construction of a new home for a family in need. The
Florida City Gas employees put on the roof of the
home. The Community Foundation for Brevard “helps
us better understand where the needs are in Brevard
County,” said Seagrave “We have greatly enjoyed
working with them over the years.” The Community
Foundation for Brevard awards grants and scholarships
to local philanthropic programs and institutions that
enhance and sustain Brevard’s quality of life.
Florida City Gas is having a good year and Seagrave
sees the increased activity carrying over into 2018. “The
high–tech sector and other businesses are giving us a lift.
People continue to move here, too.
The expansion in Viera and in other areas of the county
is exciting for us because developers are choosing to install
natural gas in the homes. We are seeing the same thing in
Port St. Lucie and in other markets we serve. In general,
we’re seeing the benefits of a strong economy in Florida,”
said Seagrave.
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There’s nothing like cooking
on a natural gas range.
Food just
tastes better.

Home-grown chefs everywhere take to cooking on
natural gas ranges with talent that just comes naturally.
In addition to great cooking, you can also experience lower upfront
costs with our Appliance Rebate Program when you add any
qualifying new natural gas appliance, or replace an old one, including
ranges, dryers, water heaters, furnaces, and more.
Save money and energy naturally
with energy-efficient natural gas.

888 City Gas
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energySMART
A Florida City Gas program

Official Natural Gas
Energy Partner of
the Miami Dolphins

