
Vol. 35 No. 47  November 20, 2017   $1.00

Please see ‘Light Up Viera Holiday Parade,’ page 23
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By Ken Datzman

Around this time of the year, commu-

nities across America begin the count-

down to the date of their annual Christ-

mas parades which usher–in the holiday

spirit in their respective parts of the

nation and showcase the artistic talents

of volunteers from many organizations.

Through these parades, a community’s

creativity is on full display in the form of

floats and colorful children’s costumes,

along with garland, ribbons, bows, and

other seasonal decorations, including all

kinds of lights.

The longest–running Santa Claus

Parade in the United States is held in

Peoria, Ill. This holiday season will mark

the 130th edition of that event.

Some communities, such as Viera, are

fairly new to Christmas parades. But

whether a parade has a long history or a

community is building its history, the

event is designed to bring smiles to the

faces of both children and adults alike.

A holiday parade — in a sense —

reflects the fabric of a community.

Businesses and organizations take pride

in sponsoring the parade floats, while the

dedication of an army of volunteers is tied

directly to the success of the event.

“Holiday parades are all about

showcasing the community, having

community involvement and participa-

tion, and the excitement of it all,” said

Lauri Duda, vice president of marketing

for The Viera Co.

In 2012, she initiated the “Light Up

Viera Holiday Parade,” which is now an

annual event that draws thousands of

people to the streets of Viera and has

grown in scope each year.

“To me, it’s about the faces of the

children who are on the side of the parade

The Light Up Viera Holiday
Parade to bring community
together to spread joy, fun

route. I think back to when I was a kid,

when I went to parades, when I went to

fairs. The events brought a lot of joy and

excitement to me. I love watching the

smiling faces of the children during the

Light Up Viera Holiday Parade. That is

what Christmas is about,” she said.

“The Light Up Viera Holiday Parade is

truly a showcase for the community,”

added Tonya Evans, an event and

marketing specialist at The Viera Co. “It’s

an undertaking that involves many

people and many months of planning. In

our department, Christmas never ends.

We strive every year to create the best

environment we can for the Light Up

Viera Holiday Parade.”

The key to creating a parade that

people want to watch and take part in

year after year is organization, and The

Viera Co. team has excelled on that front.

The 2017 Light Up Viera Holiday

Parade, celebrating its fifth anniversary,

will be held on Saturday, Nov. 25.

A 10–minute fireworks display will

kick off the Parade at 6 p.m. at Viera

High School. The Parade will begin and

end at Viera High. The Parade route will

include Stadium Parkway, Breslay Drive,

Veterans Way, Tavistock Boulevard, and

Viera Boulevard.

The event will feature marching bands

from area high schools and Santa Claus

will be arriving in a sleigh. The program

will end with a “Home for the Holidays”

celebration with Santa at Viera High

School.

The Light Up Viera Parade is a free

community event — think of it as a gift

from The Viera Community Institute, the

Parade sponsors, and all the volunteers,

including the marchers, golf–cart riders,

musicians, float passengers, and many

others.

The Viera Community Institute is a
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The fifth annual ‘Light Up Viera Holiday Parade’ will be held on Saturday, Nov. 25. The event is
expected to attract up to 20,000 people and will begin with a fireworks display at Viera High School.
The Parade has grown to become one of the most popular holiday events in Brevard. Santa will be
arriving in a sleigh. The Parade will end with a ‘Home for the Holidays’ celebration with Santa and
friends at Viera High. From left, the team includes: Tamara Perera, Viera Discovery Center
ambassador; Carmen Vastola, supervisor, Viera Discovery Center; Jennifer McFadden, Viera
Discovery Center ambassador; and Lauri Duda, vice president of marketing.
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From business to aviation, from IBM to KPMG, from

Atlanta to Madrid, seven successful alumni of Florida

Institute of Technology were celebrated Nov. 4 at the

university’s Homecoming Gala and Awards Ceremony.

Graduates from each of Florida Tech’s five colleges and

an international representative were recognized with

Outstanding Alumni awards. A seventh alumnus received

the event’s top honor, the Jerome P. Keuper Distinguished

Alumni Award.

Here are the honorees:

l Jerome P. Keuper Distinguished Alumni Award: Jim

Thomas, 1972 B.S. Thomas is a business executive whose

vision helped lead MapQuest through its initial public

offering and who currently serves as vice president of

corporate development for the automotive technology

company Rivian Automotive. An operations and finance

executive with proven leadership in technology–related

public and private companies, Thomas has also served on

the boards of public and private companies as well as

nonprofits. He spent nearly a decade on Florida Tech’s

Board of Trustees starting in 2005, where he served as

secretary and vice chairman, helping guide Florida Tech

through an important period of growth and development.

l College of Aeronautics: Huntley Lawrence, 1985 B.S.

After a steady, three–decade rise through the ranks at one

of the world’s major transportation hubs — The Port

Authority of New York and New Jersey — Huntley was

named the authority’s director of aviation in early 2017.

He now manages an airport system that includes JFK and

LaGuardia international airports and boasts $2.4 billion in

revenues and more than 1,500 employees.

l Nathan Bisk College of Business: Christine Deveney,

1987 B.S. Deveney is currently a director with KPMG’s

Washington National Tax Practice, where she assists

clients and KPMG’s global professionals in analyzing

complex international tax issues in connection with

business decisions. Before she returned to the U.S. in

March 2017, she spent the past 24 years in Australia as

partner in charge of KPMG’s International Executive

Services Practice for the state of Victoria.

l College of Engineering: Steven Atkin, 1994 M.S.,

2001 Ph.D. With 20 years at IBM, Atkin currently serves

as distinguished engineer and chief globalization architect

for the multinational technology company. Atkin has a

long history of contributions in advancing development

and testing methodologies for software globalization,

maturing the globalization support of computer program-

ming languages, and readying the deployment of cloud and

cognitive solutions for a global market.

l College of Psychology and Liberal Arts: Hector

Severeyn, 2013 M.S. A Venezuela native and former

graduate assistant with Florida Tech’s athletics communi-

cations, Severeyn is the sports anchor for Telemundo

Atlanta, an award–winning, Spanish–language television

station. With more than 10 years’ experience in broadcast-

ing, Severeyn has covered sporting events across the globe

and earned six individual Emmy Awards, including Sports

Reporter of the Year in 2015 and Sports Anchor of the Year

in 2016.

l College of Science: Hugh Thompson, 1998 B.S.,

1999 M.S., 2002 Ph.D. Thompson is chief technology officer

for Symantec, the Silicon Valley–based software company

behind the Norton suite of security software and other

products. He has co–authored three books, written more

than 80 academic and industrial publications on security,

and been interviewed by BBC, CNN, MSNBC, “The

Financial Times,” “The Washington Post,” and others.

l Outstanding International Alumni: Alvaro

Fuster,1992 B.S. A native of Spain, Fuster is following in

the footsteps of his aerospace engineer father and now,

with his brothers, helps lead Aerospacial Espanola and

serves as managing director of Compania Aeronautical

Espanola. Fuster also founded Spanish Power, a Madrid–

based renewable energy power supplier that harnesses the

wind to generate power throughout Spain, Sweden and

Finland and solar photovoltaic power in Spain and

Bulgaria. Fuster was a member of Florida Tech’s 1991

National Champion soccer team and was inducted as part

of the team into the Florida Tech Sports Hall of Fame in

2008.

Founded at the dawn of the Space Race in 1958, Florida

Tech is the only independent, technological university in

the Southeast. PayScale.com ranks graduates’ mid–career

median salaries among the nation’s best. The university is

a Tier 1 Best National University in “U.S. News & World

Report” and is one of just nine schools in Florida lauded by

the “Fiske Guide to Colleges.”

Also, “Times Higher Education” has ranked Florida

Tech one of the top 20 small universities in the world and

named it one of the top universities in the United States.

Florida Tech offers undergraduate, master’s and doctoral

programs. Fields of study include engineering, science,

aeronautics, business, mathematics, cybersecurity,

psychology, humanities, communication and education.

The school’s web address is www.fit.edu.

Florida Tech alumni recognized with awards at Homecoming Gala; Thomas receives Jerome Keuper honor

University Park Elementary receives a $10,000 donation from Burlington Stores
VIERA — Burlington Stores Inc., through its partnership with AdoptAClassroom.org, donated $10,000 to University

Park Elementary School in celebration of its new store in Melbourne. Representatives from Burlington Stores presented

the check to Principal Ana Diaz during an assembly that took place on Nov. 3 at the school.

A representative from AdoptAClassroom.org contacted school administrators and helped to secure the donation for

University Park Elementary, which will provide $333 in new supplies for each teacher’s classroom. According to Diaz, the

teachers will use the funds on a number of new classroom items and supplies to support learning.

“On behalf of University Park Elementary, I would like to thank Burlington and AdoptAClassroom.org for adopting

our entire school,” said Diaz. “Our teachers look forward to using the funds to enhance learning in our school and in their

classrooms. We are thankful for the support we received from Burlington and AdoptAClassroom.org.”

Burlington, in partnership with AdoptAClassroom.org, makes a donation to a local school in each grand–opening

market to celebrate a new store location. The Melbourne Burlington store on Evans Road opened in October.

Community Bank of the South

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

This Holiday Season

Share Joy with a Child in Need

Join Community Bank of the South as their team collects toys
for the children of the Central Brevard Sharing Center.

Bring unwrapped toys of any size
for a child of any age to the lobby of any

Community Bank location before December 15, 2017

277 Sykes Creek Pkwy, Merritt Island - 2321 SR 524, Cocoa - 1902 S Fiske Blvd, Rockledge

CBOS.bank             321-452-0420
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Parrish Medical Center

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

King Center

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

Don’t let knee pain or injury slow you down.  
Our advanced surgical and non-surgical techniques 
and impeccable quality and patient safety record 
speed your recovery. Whether your knees 
need repair, replacement, or rehabilitation,  
our expert team of care partners gets you  
back to what moves you. 

Call for a consultation:  
321-433-2247

parrishmed.com/orthopedics
Healing Families—Healing Communities®

Life Moves
Your Knees 
Our orthopedic team gets you  
back to what moves you— 
work, play and daily living.

Mon, Dec 11, 10:30 am*
*(Groups 10+ Only)

Sun, Dec 10, 2 pm Tues, Dec 19, 7:30 pm
Sat, Dec 23, 7 pm

THE ONLY OFFICIAL SOURCE FOR KING CENTER TICKETSPrices subject to change without notice.
kingcenter.com  

Ask About Reserved Parking!
321) 242-2219 

17
11
20
BB

NHours: M-F Noon-6 PM; Sat Noon-4 PM; Sun Closed

Mon,
*
,,
(
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The richness of people relies on a full range of views

and perspectives, and so no “it” could encompass the

complexity and diversity of the human experience.

In my search for purpose and meaning, I feel impatient

at times, and as part of these moments I experience

countless emotions, including anger and frustration.

There are happenings in this world that remind me

that “progress” in terms of genuinely respecting and caring

about one another does not occur in a forward–moving,

straight–line fashion — and doesn’t necessarily mean my

definition of “progress.” I am learning to embrace my

impatience, recognizing that often this impatience drives

me to be passionate about what matters most to me. But I

also am learning to forgive my impatience.

After almost three decades of facilitating diversity and

inclusion educational experiences, I have strong internal

messaging that it is important to consistently meet people

where they are and create a place of openness and

understanding in my classroom and beyond. I am an

educator and I believe in creating this space. And so, I am

me, and then again another me, impatient and patient

with myself and those around me.

There is a poem I strongly identify with by the winner

of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1956, Juan Ramón

Jiménez, entitled I Am Not I. It reads:

I am not I.

I am this one

walking beside me whom I do not see,

whom at times I manage to visit,

and whom at other times I forget;

who remains calm and silent while I talk,

and forgives, gently, when I hate,

who walks where I am not,

who will remain standing when I die.

I relate to the “duality of person” in the poem and have

reflected a great deal on the last line: “who will remain

standing when I die.” For me this involves what I am

passionate about: contributing to a world where people

care universally, extending beyond themselves and even

those they love most deeply.

Perhaps my consuming passion is to explore with other

people what it means to be touched by injustice and

cruelty, and then do something about it — passion realized

through action.

I sometimes think that finding purpose and meaning in

life is not really about finding it as much as it is about

continuing the search. At least, I believe this may be the

case for me. My search involves growth and an evolution of

my perspective as I learn about the views and experiences

of other people.

I constantly consider and reconsider my perspective on

the world. My search involves being open to going around

the next corner, and the next, and the next. It drives me

and supports my passion to somehow better life for all of

us. It has no boundaries, no ending point.

And so, I reflect on becoming comfortable with no

answer to the question “What is the purpose and meaning

of my life?”

I invite you to help me in my exploration by sharing

your perspective on finding purpose and meaning. I am

open to modifying my understanding of the world.

The search for the true meaning of life may be just as important as finding it
By Barbara E. Thompson
UCF Forum columnist

Throughout my lifetime, I have been a seeker of

purpose and meaning.

I was a questioning child, always asking my parents

and teachers: “Why?”

My fourth–grade teacher once shared with my mom

that every answer she provided was immediately followed

by yet another question.

I have come to believe this is part of my very nature, my

person, as the questions continue to this day.

Most of my questions are about people and why they

behave in certain ways, sometimes with love and compas-

sion, sometimes with hatred and cruelty, and sometimes

with detachment and indifference. At times I have felt a

desperate need to understand, driven to explore human

behavior to the point where I finally “get it.” At the same

time, however, I recognize there is no “it,” no single view of

people that answers all of the questions.

Commissioner Putnam announces 50th concealed permit partnership with tax collectors
Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam recently announced that the 50th concealed weapon permit

partnership with county tax collectors’ offices went live Oct. 27. With the addition of the Franklin County Tax

Collector’s Office, Florida residents can now apply for or renew concealed weapon licenses at 57 tax collector office

locations in 50 counties. “We’re dedicated to making our concealed weapon license application and renewal process

as convenient as possible for law–abiding citizens,” said Putnam. “By partnering with county tax collectors, we’re

increasing efficiency while enhancing customer service.”

In 2014, Putnam implemented this first–of–its–kind partnership, which allows tax collectors to receive applica-

tions, take fingerprints and photographs and send the information to the Florida Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services to process the request for a concealed weapon license. Tax collector offices also offer on–site,

same–day printing of renewal licenses for Floridians.

The convenience of applying at a tax collector’s office does not affect the integrity of the concealed weapon

license program. Since the partnership with tax collectors began, more than 217,000 concealed weapon license

applications have been accepted by tax collector offices. There are currently more than 1.8 million concealed

weapon licenses held in Florida.

The 50 tax collectors participating in both the application and renewal process for concealed weapon licenses

include the following counties: Alachua, Baker, Bay, Bradford, Brevard, Charlotte, Citrus, Clay, Collier, Columbia,

Dixie, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gulf, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Holmes, Indian

River, Jackson, Lafayette, Lake, Lee, Leon, Levy, Liberty, Manatee, Marion, Martin, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa,

Okeechobee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Santa Rosa, Seminole, St. Johns, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union,

Walton, Wakulla and Washington.

Consumers can still apply for or renew a concealed weapon license via mail or at one of the department’s eight

regional offices in the following locations: Doral, Fort Walton, Jacksonville, North Port, Orlando, Tallahassee,

Tampa and West Palm Beach. Concealed weapon licenses are valid for seven years.

For more information on Florida concealed weapon licenses, visit FreshFromFlorida.com

Barbara E. Thompson is the associate
director of UCF’s Office of Diversity and
Inclusion. She can be reached at
Barbara.Thompson@UCF.edu.
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To Be Continued ...To Be Continued ...

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

‘Hi. I need to report
suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015

One Red Spot

4/26/2016 Jihosoft Android Manager

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/B55/My%20Documents/androidMGR/LG-P870-04-26-2016-14-24-31/SMS/SMS.html 15/41

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 19:38:12

Content: Got some info for ya

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 19:39:00

Content: What ya got?

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 19:40:28

Content: You gonna make me type it

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 19:41:15

Content: Hate to but I'm swamped on trying to finish some stuff for tomorrow

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:00:43

Content: So, I was told to watch the amount of people that are retiring from BCSO

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:03:33

Content: That's it?

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:03:50

Content: In december and january because pookie told them they need to sit out for a year. He will
need them to staty

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:04:51

Content: Start campaing for him in 15 and then he will hire them back when he wins

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:05:26

Content: That Jeter is one

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:06:27

Content: It has been stated that the rat squad who has been going to him is doing all they can to
sabotage you

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:07:35

Content: Pete drinkwater is behind this too because he was the hardest one you fucked

To: 3212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:09:57

Content: That pookie has said he does not even know who you are. The other rumor is that the
people that are leaving are people that you had to live up to promises to.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2014-11-24 20:09:58

Oh god that again. He is not going to run against me under any circumstances. You guys
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Port Canaveral to host Royal Caribbean
international ships, Harmony of the Seas
and Mariner of the Seas will homeport

Port Canaveral has been selected to host two of the

world’s newest and largest ships. In an announcement

made by Royal Caribbean International, Oasis Class

Harmony of the Seas will sail from Port Canaveral

beginning May 2019, offering seven–night Eastern and

Western Caribbean itineraries. Voyager Class Mariner of

the Seas returns to Port Canaveral with three– and four–

night itineraries to The Bahamas. Both ships “represent

some of the best products in the cruise industry offering

vacations to the Caribbean.”

“This is great news for Port Canaveral. We are excited

to be part of Royal Caribbean’s new deployment plans and

proud of their confidence in us to support their brand,” said

Port CEO John Murray. “With record numbers of cruise

passengers coming through our Port year after year, this is

yet another demonstration that Port Canaveral can

effectively handle some of the largest and most sophisti-

cated cruise ships in the industry.”

The Harmony of the Seas will be relocated to Port

Canaveral from Port Everglades beginning in May 2019.

The Harmony of the Seas is currently the largest ship in

the world and the newest ship in the Royal Caribbean

fleet, and offers innovations such as “the tallest slide at

sea, the Ultimate Abyss as well as the Perfect Storm water

slides and Splashaway Bay, a children’s water park.”

The ship hosts 6,687 passengers in 2,747 cabins with a

crew of 2,100.

The Mariner of the Seas will return to Port Canaveral

following a $100 million upgrade. Mariner of the Seas,

which has 1,557 cabins can host nearly 4,200 passengers

with a crew of 1,181. She will replace RCCI’s Majesty of

the Seas currently sailing from Port Canaveral with a

passenger capacity of 2,744. Mariner of the Seas first

arrived at Port Canaveral as a new Voyager Class ship in

2003 and sailed her inaugural cruise from the Port on

November 14, 2003.

In announcing the new itineraries, Royal Caribbean

stated the Oasis of the Seas will leave Port Canaveral in

2019 and will be redeployed to Port Miami.

Escape Room Entertainment opens
location in downtown Melbourne

Two–year–old Escape Room Entertainment has

expanded its trendy interactive game concept to

downtown Melbourne, opening a second location.

ERE “pioneered” the Escape Room adventure in

Brevard. Escape Room games incorporate tricks,

puzzles and hidden clues and require teamwork,

creativity and critical thinking to triumph. “This

experience is ideal for all ages.”

The downtown Melbourne location opened Nov. 1,

With the second location, guests will now have “expan-

sive options” for their family and friend’s night out,

special events such as birthdays, wedding parties,

team–building activities and much more. “Any reason

to celebrate is a great reason to visit Escape Room

Entertainment.” To learn more about their concept,

visit www.escaperooment.com, or call 327–2991.

Hilton

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

   Thanksgiving Day 
Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place 

Rustic Restaurant 
 

Celebrate and Give Thanks in the Hilton Tradition of Excellence 
Thursday, November 23, 2017 

From: 12:00pm –2:30 pm 
 

Peel and Eat Shrimp Cocktail 
Smoked Salmon with Guacamole and Pita Points 

Fresh Seasonal Fruit Display with Raspberry – Cracked Black Pepper Yogurt  
Salad Bar with Accompaniments and Selection of Dressings 

Mediterranean Potato Salad, Caribbean Crab & Pasta Salad, Oriental Chicken 
Salad, and Spinach, Apple, Walnut Salad 

 
Carving Table 

 Garlic and Sage Oil Rubbed Turkey Breast with Cranberry Sauce  
Rosemary Chipotle Roast Beef  

 
Featured Entrees and Side Dishes 

Sliced Peach Glazed Roast Pork Loin 
Broiled Filet of Mahi Mahi with Spicy Vegetables and Quinoa with Tomato Au Jus  

Traditional Green Bean Casserole 
Pearl Onions and Baby Carrots in Thyme Butter 

Mushroom Rice Pilaf 
Sweet Potato with Candied Walnuts 
Porcini Mushroom and Leek Stuffing 

Smoked Garlic Yukon Gold Mashed Potatoes with Sage Scented Turkey Gravy 
 

Warm Cheddar Cheese Bread, Assorted Rolls & Ciabatta Bread 
Complimentary Glass of Champagne 

 
Assorted Pies, Cakes, Mini Pastries 

Coffee, Decaf, Herbal Tea and Iced Tea 
 

Adults $33.95, Seniors (55+) $31.00, Children (5-12) $18.00 
7% Tax and 20% Service Charge will be added  

 

Make Reservations Today!! 
321-768-0200 ext. 7126 
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Anti–Gravity Project in the Eau Gallie Arts District to open
Nov. 24; mural installations, live music and gallery exhibits

The Anti–Gravity Project in the Eau Gallie Arts District of Melbourne is set to

launch. The 10–day multiple mural installation, with daily happenings in the Eau Gallie

Arts District, will begin on “Black Friday,” Nov. 24, and run until Sunday, Dec. 3.

The Anti–Gravity Project will feature mural installations, live art demonstrations,

live music, gallery exhibitions, “illustration battles,” interactive games and pop–up shops

and local fun.

The program is designed to unite community volunteers, local, national and interna-

tional art rock stars to create nearly a dozen murals over a 10–day explosion of creativ-

ity.

The event website and Facebook page will post the scheduled daily events as they

draw closer. The official launch is Nov. 24, at Intracoastal Brewing Co. and will feature a

cash bar. One mural will already be completed at Intracoastal Brewing Co. by that date.

The Eau Gallie Arts District is also raffling off “the coolest car ever” — a 2006 Mazda

5 Touring Minivan — for $25 a ticket. It will be “muralized” by the artists. The winner

will drive away in a fully functional, working vehicle that will be a true original work of

art. Tickets are on sale now on the event website.

On Saturday, Dec. 2, there will be an “Anti–Block” party on Highland Ave featuring

food trucks, live music and all kinds of creative activity.

The title sponsor for the Eau Gallie Arts District event is Craig Technologies, with

Slug–a–Bug, Foosaner Art Museum, Bros. Roman, Real Estate Direct, and a host of

other “visionaries” stepping up as sponsors.

Sponsorships remain open and donations are welcomed on the main website for the

Anti–Gravitiy Project. Lisa Packard, executive director of Eau Gallie Arts District, said

“murals bring life and awareness to a community. The economic benefits of installing

quality murals stem from creating a sense of place where people want to come, bring

their friends, shop, hang out, and open businesses.”

She added, “EGAD began its Outdoor Museum in 2011 with the first murals, which

were later added onto with the infamous shark mural (giving birth to the ‘Sharking Lot’).

The arts district curates the finest street artists and muralists to build a reputation in

the arts world and elevate EGAD beyond its borders.”

Packard said her organization has partnered with the Crowne Plaza Melbourne–

Oceanfront to offer “a special room rate” for this event. If you are checking in for the

weekend under the Anti–Gravity Rate, visit www.CPMelbourne.com.

The event website is www.anti–gravityproject.com. There is also information on

Facebook.com/anti gravity project. For more information about EGAD, go to

eaugallieartsdistrict.com. Packard’s office number is 574–2737.

Holiday Book Signing to feature bestselling authors, giveaways
 A multi–author Holiday Book Signing event featuring bestselling authors of

romance, along with goodies and giveaways, will take place from 1:30–4:30 p.m. on

Saturday, Nov. 18, at the Franklin T. DeGroodt Public Library in Palm Bay.

The library’s address is 6475 Minton Road. The event is free of charge.

 Among the 18 authors scheduled to be at the event will be “New York Times,”

“USA Today” and Amazon bestsellers. The list will include popular authors and

award–winners in many genres of romance, such as contemporary, paranormal,

suspense and historical. The program will include refreshments, prizes and other

giveaways. The web address is tinyurl.com/starsofromance.

The scheduled authors, with representative books, will include:

l Alethea Kontis, The Books of Arilland; “When Tinker Met Bell” (patreon.com/

princessalethea)

l Amy Lyon, “Divine Connection;” “Only God Knows Why” (amylyon.com)

l Barbara Barrett, “UnderWright Productions Series” (barbarabarrettbooks.com)

l Brenda Sparks, “The Alpha Council Chronicles Series” (brenda–sparks.com)

l Brenna Ash, “Second Chances” (brennaash.com)

l D.W. Adler, “Shelter From the Winter Series” (dw–adler.com)

l Helen Roark, “Kit’s Sweet Revenge” (helenroarkromance.weebly.com)

l Karen Ann Dell, “Blue Point Cove Series” (karenanndell.com)

l Lucy Lakestone, “Bohemia Beach Series” (lucylakestone.com)

l Naomi Bellina, Messed–Up Heroes Series (naomibellina.com)
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The center of your financial life
is all in the family

Let us help you connect your financial goals to 
what matters most

Getting to know you and what you care most about — planning for 
college, taking care of an elder family member, passing a legacy to future 
generations, buying a second home — is so important. Once we 
understand your priorities, together we can help you pursue the goals 
you’ve set for yourself and your family. Call to learn more today.

McGee Maust Welch

Merrill Lynch
Riverview Tower at Suntree
6525 3rd Street, 5th Floor
Rockledge, FL 32955

321.242.4017

www.fa.ml.com/mcgeemaust

NMLS#: 522282

Life’s better when we’re connected®
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World Tourism event honors Republic of
Rwanda’s president for visionary leadership;
more than 50,000 people in attendance

LONDON — H.E. Paul Kagame, president of the

Republic of Rwanda, was presented with the 2017

World Tourism Award for visionary leadership on

Nov. 6, the opening day of World Travel Market London

at Excel Centre.

The other award recipients were Charity Challenge

and Micato Safaris–AmericaShare, who were honored

for sustainable tourism. Peter Greenberg, a CBS News

travel editor and multi Emmy Award–winning

investigative reporter hosted the Awards presentation.

The World Tourism Awards, celebrating its 20th

anniversary, are co–sponsored by Corinthia Hotels,

“The New York Times,” and Reed Travel Exhibitions.

Inaugurated in 1997, the World Tourism Awards were

established to recognize “individuals, companies,

organizations, destinations and attractions for out-

standing initiatives related to the travel and tourism

industry, and in fostering sustainable tourism and

developing programs that give back to local communi-

ties.”

Presenting the Awards on behalf of the sponsors

were: Matthew Dixon, commercial director, Corinthia

Hotels; Patrick Falconer, executive director — UK, “The

New York Times;” and representing Reed Travel

Exhibitions, Jeanette Gilbert, head of marketing and

communications, World Travel Market. The guest

speaker was Taleb Rifai, Secretary–General, the United

Nations World Tourism Organization.

The World Tourism Award for Visionary Leadership

was presented Kagame, in recognition of “his visionary

leadership though a policy of reconciliation, sustainable

tourism, wildlife conservation, and economic develop-

ment attracting major hotel investment, resulting in

the remarkable turnaround that has led to Rwanda’s

rise as one of the leading tourism destinations in Africa

today.”

Charity Challenge was honored in recognition “for

creating, managing, and delivering international

fundraising expeditions across six continents and 38

countries, which over the last 18 years have inspired

tens of thousands of people to raise millions of dollars

for 1,800 charities, as well as themselves donating to

community projects.

The third honoree, Micato Safaris–AmericaShare,

was in recognition “for its philanthropic work that has

improved the lives of thousands of orphaned and

vulnerable African children through the gift of educa-

tion, including the Micato One for One Commitment,

which sends a child to school for every safari sold.”

The Award ceremony was followed by a reception

and a special performance by The National Ballet of

Rwanda, Urukerereza.

More than 50,000 senior travel industry profession-

als, government ministers and international media

attend the event.

For further information on the honorees, visit

www.rwandatourism.com, www.CharityChallenge.com,

and www.Micato.com/commitment/micato–

americashare.
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OFFICE LEASING AND SALES
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

SERVE   COMMUNICATE   PERFORM   IMPROVE

TeamLBR.com          (321)722-0707  x21

Brian Fernandez
BrianFernandez@teamlbr.com

Sales & Leasing
Advisor
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Medical/Office

Properties
Tenant Representation

Office Market Insight
Build to Suit
Skilled Lease Negotiation
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Tenant Representation
Confidential Consultations
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For Sale   3972 W Eau Gallie Boulevard

www.teamlbr.com

Nice Old Florida Style Office Condos Available! Built in 2007
with updated hurricane building codes. Entrance directly off
SR 512. New commercial development within 1/2 mile at
corner of W Eau Gallie and John Rodes Blvd. Reception area,
conference room, 5 offices, restroom and open cube area.

https://buildout.com/website/3972C-W-Eau-Gallie-Blvd-sale

For Sale   3845 W Eau Gallie Boulevard
Beautiful Office Spaces available located directly on West
Eau Gallie Boulevard. New Construction. Shell spaces
available. Corridor features easy access to I95, Wickham
Road and US1. Rapidly growing professional area. Zoned for
both C-1 General Retail and Office and M-1 Light Industrial.

Great office space in the heart of Melbourne! Features
4 offices, conference room, reception/waiting area and a
restroom. Close to Holmes Regional Medical Center. Easy
driving distance to US 192 and US Highway 1. Good space
for an attorney, CPA or other business service.

For Sale   121 East Hibiscus Boulevard

https://buildout.com/website/265793-sale
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Girl Scouts inspire healthier lifestyles through local
partnership with Parrish Foundation and United Way

ORLANDO — The Girl Scouts of Citrus’ afterschool program, which focuses on girls’

health and wellbeing, will serve an additional 475 girls in Brevard County in 2018, thanks

to funding provided by Jess Parrish Medical Foundation and United Way of Brevard.

Although recent youth health behavioral statistics “show a disturbing trend,” Girl

Scouts of Citrus is embracing the opportunity — with the help of community partners like

Jess Parrish Medical Foundation and United Way of Brevard — to engage and empower

girls in healthy practices.

A recent study, “The State of Girls, 2017,” found that 27 percent of Florida girls watch

television or play video games more than three hours per day, which represents a

“staggering statistic for girls’ physical inactivity. “ The “2016 Community Health Needs

Assessment” indicates that the most prominent contributors to mortality in the United

States are tobacco use, diet and activity patterns, and alcohol consumption — all factors

that can be avoided by individuals making healthy choices.

The Girl Scouts healthy living program takes a holistic approach to wellness, focusing

on five aspects of health that are important to girls: nutrition, physical activity, body

image, healthy relationships and healthy choices.

Girl Scouts “know that healthy living is about much more than exercising and eating

right. It’s about maintaining healthy relationships, mental health, and emotional

stability, while also creating a safe environment.”

As girls embark on the Girl Scouts healthy living program, they learn to make healthy

choices and promote healthy living, developing the foundation they need to become strong

leaders. Girls not only participate in health and well–being activities, but they also

complete a personal and community take–action project to educate others on healthy

living topics.

“Girl Scouts of Citrus is proud to partner with Jess Parrish Medical Foundation and

United Way of Brevard, to deliver a program with proven results,” said Maryann Barry,

the CEO of Girls Scouts of Cirtus. “Our continuance of this collaboration is vital to girls’

health and wellbeing in Brevard County.”

At the conclusion of the 2016–2017 program year, girls improved across all three

desired program outcomes: developing positive values, building healthy relationships, and

practicing community problem–solving. In the 2015–2016 program year, 90.2 percent of

girls indicated that they eat healthy foods like fruits and vegetables every day. Most

impactful, 100 percent of girls who participated exhibited a strong sense of self by

agreeing with the statement “I like being a girl.” This level of “self–esteem and self–

confidence inspires girls to make healthy choices in all aspects of healthy living through-

out their lifetime.”

Founded in 1956, the Girl Scouts of Citrus serves roughly 5,000 girls and 7,000 adult

volunteers from six Central Florida counties, including Brevard. Although a regional

organization, “Girl Scouts of Citrus strives to serve the specific needs of local girls and

communities.”

Marine Bank & Trust announces new members to its support team
VERO BEACH — Marine Bank & Trust has announced that it has hired new

personnel to support its operations and “ensure a smooth, worry–free banking

experience for all Marine Bank customers.”

Jake Benson was hired as credit analyst, Joshua Housel as staff accountant, and

Stephen Hume as the information technology officer. “At Marine Bank, we promote

highly personal community bank service coupled with high–tech big bank conve-

nience,” said Bill Penney, the president and CEO of Marine Bank. “Both of those

deliverables depend on us having the right people in place to help us to continue to

exceed our customers’ expectations. I feel strongly that we have that team in place.”

Marine Bank was chartered in 1997 and has $216 million is assets with three

full–service branches in Vero Beach and Sebastian, and soon to open in Melbourne.

It is the only community bank headquartered in Vero Beach.

The bank was named one of Indian River County’s “Best Places to Work” in 2010,

2011, 2013, and 2016. Marine Bank & Trust is an active community supporter,

providing more than $200,000 to over 125 local nonprofit organizations in the market

over the last five years.

The company’s website is www.MarineBankAndTrust.com.

Junior Achievement
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Miami lawyer Jaime Vining receives the
Trademark Association’s 2017 Volunteer
Service Award for her pro bono work

NEW YORK — Jaime Vining, a partner at law firm

Friedland Vining, P.A., based in Miami, has received the

International Trademark Association’s (INTA) Volunteer

Service Award (VSA) in the Pro Bono Services Provided

by Individuals category. Ms. Vining is one of five VSA

recipients in 2017. The awards are presented to INTA

members who have gone beyond their regular duties as

volunteers in service of the Association and the broader

public. INTA will officially recognize the recipients at its

annual Leadership Meeting in Washington, D.C., in early

November.

Vining has worked closely for many years with Dade

Legal Aid, a nonprofit law firm that provides legal

services for low–income children, teenagers, women, and

families in Florida. Since 2010, she has played a pivotal

role in implementing and organizing the firm’s “Patently

Impossible Project,” which has raised more than $150,000

to provide legal representation in underserved communi-

ties. She has also participated in Dade Legal Aid’s

Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts Program that offers pro

bono legal consultations to local artists.

“It’s tremendously important that we all give back to

our communities, despite busy schedules,” said INTA

President Joseph Ferretti. “Ms. Vining has set a high bar,

and serves as a shining example of helping people in need.

Congratulations to Ms. Vining for everything that she has

done for the people of Florida.”

The INTA is the global association of trademark

owners and professionals dedicated to supporting

trademarks and related intellectual property in order to

protect consumers and to promote fair and effective

commerce.

Indian Harbour Police Department reaches
out to community for help with program

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — The Indian Harbour

Beach Police Department is asking residents in their

community to help them identify senior citizen candidates

for their Christmas Outreach Program. The program is

designed to provide seniors who are less fortunate and

could use some financial assistance with food, clothing

and other necessities during the holidays.

Seniors, who are financially secure, but have no family,

are also included in the outreach program. They will

receive a “Basket of Joy” with various gift items.

The police officers, Indian Harbour Beach city employ-

ees, citizens, businesses and various local school children

help make this program successful.

Anyone knowing of a senior in the Indian Harbour

Beach community who would benefit from the program is

asked to contact Sally Sullivan, administrative assistant

to the Indian Harbour Beach chief of police, at 773–3030

or send an email message to ssullivan@indianharbour.org.

The following information will be required: the senior’s

name, address and telephone number. For more details on

the Indian Harbour Beach Police Department’s outreach

programs, visit www.IndianHarbourBeach.org/ihbpd.
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MASTER’S PROGRAMS :    
Business Administration  |  Cybersecurity  
Procurement  |  Management & Leadership   
Human Resources |  Counseling  
 

Webster University opened in 1915 and has been regionally 
accredited through the Higher Learning Commission since 1925. 

Webster’s programs are designed to meet the 
needs of working professionals.  Nine week 

terms, five terms per year.  Classes meet  
one night per week or online.  No  

GRE/GMAT required.   
Non-profit 
University. 

Merri  Island Campus    
(321) 449-4500  |  spacecoast@webster.edu  

WEBSTER.EDU/APPLY 
Classes begin 
 January 8th! 

Melbourne Campus   
(321) 956-6700  |  melbourne@webster.edu 
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Please see Regions Mortgage, page 19

Regions Mortgage team looks for momentum to carry over into 2018 as the
home market stays on track; lock in rate with construction–to–permanent loan
By Ken Datzman

INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — Everyone seems to

be talking about the high–flying stock market and the

returns it has been delivering to investors over the last

12 months.

And they have certainly been impressive. Since

Donald Trump was elected president, employers have

added 1.8 million jobs and the stock market has soared by

22 percent.

But what about the housing–market performance? It

has been no slouch, especially in Florida, where

homeowners are seeing values continue to spiral upward,

beating most fixed–income investments handily.

“I’m really pleased with the real–estate market as a

whole right now,” said Scott Cronenberg, the mortgage

production manager for Regions Mortgage in Brevard

County. “The price appreciation we’re seeing in the

market is helping uplift homeowners, and I think we still

have room to go.”

He added, “Consumers who bought homes when

values were spiking years ago are actually able to realize

a gain today.”

A decade after the onset of the Great Recession, the

national housing market has, by many measures,

returned to normal, according to the latest “State of the

Nation’s Housing” report released by the Joint Center for

Housing Studies of Harvard University.

Housing demand, home prices, and construction

volumes are on the rise. National home prices hit an

important milestone in 2016, finally surpassing the pre–

recession peak, that report says.

In the third quarter of 2017, the dollar volume of

equity cashed out was $15 million, up $1.2 million from

the first quarter. As home prices rise, cash–out activity

has been on the upswing, too.

In Florida, the median sales price for single–family

homes in the third quarter of 2017 was $240,000, up

6.7 percent from the same time a year ago, according to

data from Florida Realtors’ research department in

partnership with local Realtor boards and associations.

The statewide median price for condominium–

townhouse properties during the third quarter was

$172,000, a 7.5 percent increase over the year–ago figure.

The housing market has experienced considerable

growth across most price segments of the industry.

Consumers are purchasing new homes in communities,

while the sale of existing houses has a short shelf life on

the market.

Mortgage lenders like Regions have been busy

processing applications for home purchases.

“We’re having a great year,” said Cronenberg, a

graduate of the University of Florida’s Warrington

College of Business. “Business has been moving in the

right direction all year. We did see a slowdown for a

couple of months because of Hurricane Irma, but

mortgage activity is now back on track. New applications

are up and closings are up. We’re in a good position right

now. Brevard County is just a great place to live and

work. I can’t say enough good things about the Space

Coast.”

He said Regions’ average mortgage loan amount is

currently about $223,000. “Our typical customer is in the

$300,000 to $700,000 home–purchase range. But we

work with all types of home–buying customers.”

So, what’s ahead for the housing market in 2018?

Experts say it looks like more of the same, with buyer

momentum in 2017 carrying forward, driven by a steadily

improving economy, sustained job growth and rising

confidence that now is a good time to invest in a home.

“The corporate job growth we’re seeing in Brevard

County, as well as the activity at the space center and

growth in private industry, bodes well for the housing

market,” said Cronenberg.

“I’m telling my team members I think we still have

another three to five years in property appreciation,

based on what’s going on in our ecosystem. The Viera

housing market is an example of the growth we’re seeing

in Brevard’s housing market.”

New homes are expected to be a “primary driver of

sales in 2018,” as 1.3 million housing starts are predicted

next year — up from 1.2 million in 2017, according to the

most recent “Freddie Mac Outlook,” which gauges future

real–estate activity.

Total home sales are expected to increase about

2 percent from 2017 to 2018, says the report.

Some economists also predict that the uptick in

housing starts, coupled with a moderate increase in

mortgage rates, will help slow the run–up in home prices

next year. Freddie Mac forecasts a 4.9 percent increase in

home prices in 2018, lower than the 6.3 percent growth so

far this year.

Mortgage rates are up from the near–record lows in

Scott Cronenberg is the mortgage production manager for Regions Mortgage in Brevard County. The industry veteran said Regions
is having a strong year. Both new mortgage applications and closings are up. His team is expecting a good year in 2018, too, as job
growth in the county continues to trend upward. Cronenberg is at Regions’ office on East Eau Gallie Boulevard in Indian Harbour Beach.
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Please see Community Bank of the South, page 21

Community Bank of the South conducts Holiday Toy Drive for Sharing
Center of Central Brevard — toys can be dropped off at CBOS branches
By Ken Datzman

COCOA — Since the early 2000s, Merritt Island–based

Community Bank of the South has conducted a Holiday

Toy Drive for the Sharing Center of Central Brevard, a

longstanding nonprofit entity whose humanitarian work

touches the lives of thousands of people in the area

annually, including needy families with children.

The 2017 Holiday Toy Drive is underway, and Commu-

nity Bank of the South customers and the public in general

can drop off their toy donations at one of the three branch

locations in Central Brevard County.

The address of Community Bank of the South’s flagship

office is 277 N. Sykes Creek Parkway on Merritt Island.

The Cocoa Commons branch is located at 2321 Highway

524, and the Rockledge office’s address is 1902 S. Fiske

Blvd.

“Our customers and people in the community look

forward to this Toy Drive every year,” said Kelly Guldi,

Community Bank of the South’s senior vice president and

chief credit officer.

“They come every year to our lobby drop–off locations

with generous hearts and open hands to help less fortu-

nate families and children. Someone last year donated a

new bicycle. We collect a wide range of gifts. With the

recent hurricane, I think the needs are greater this year

than in past years. Our employees participate in the Toy

Drive, too. We are a Central Brevard–based business and

this is one small way of giving bank and helping our

community.”

David Brubaker, the president and CEO of the Sharing

Center of Central Brevard, says the partnership with

Community Bank of the South has flourished.

“Through the years, we have partnered with Commu-

nity Bank of the South on a couple of different levels, but

primarily around the holiday season with this Toy Drive.

It’s a partnership in the community we greatly value. We

cherish these types of relationships because they are

organically grown. We didn’t generate it ourselves.

Community Bank of the South reached out to us.”

Next year, the Sharing Center of Central Brevard will

mark its 40th year of operation.

“Our core mission is to provide emergency assistance to

those in our community who struggle with basic needs —

food, clothing, and housing,” said Brubaker, who was hired

in 2003 as the assistant director of resource development

and later served as vice president before being named to

his current position in 2014, when CEO Ed Price retired.

Last year, the Sharing Center of Central Brevard

experienced its “busiest year in the history of the organiza-

tion. We served more clients and distributed more client

services than in any previous year. We provided $1.5 mil-

lion of services to the community. Sharing is what we’re all

about. People give support to us and we return that

support to the community in the way of services,” he said.

The Sharing Center of Central Brevard is averaging

200 new clients per month, “and we have averaged that

number for the last three years. These are people who have

never knocked on our door before for assistance. We

continue to see new people.”

He added, “Our core customers — 85 percent of our

volume — are families with children under the age of 18.

The other 15 percent comprises homeless people. One of

the biggest issues we deal with is hunger. About 15,000

people a year receive food from the Sharing Center of

Central Brevard. In the 2016–2017 fiscal year, we provided

more than 500,000 pounds of food to clients. The number

has increased every year since 2006. It has literally

doubled. Hunger is a big issue not only in Brevard County,

but also in communities around the nation.”

In September of this year, the U.S. Department of

Agriculture reported that 12.3 percent of American

households “remain food insecure” — meaning that one in

eight households had difficulty at some time during the

year in providing enough food for all their members.

Although the figures have improved since the peak of

food insecurity in 2011 following the Great Recession, the

number of people experiencing food insecurity has not

reached pre–recession lows, says the USDA report.

According to the USDA, more than 41 million Ameri-

cans face hunger, including nearly 31 million children.

Some of the groups experiencing the highest rates of food

insecurity include households with children led by single

women and people living below the poverty level.

In addition, about a quarter of food–insecure house-

holds report incomes that make them ineligible for any

form of federal food assistance.

Brubaker said the Sharing Center of Central Brevard

has honed “great relationships with many different

segments in the community, including faith–based

organizations. And we receive grants from the city and

from the county which help us meet our needs in regard to

buying the food itself. We also receive a lot of food through

food drives in the community.”

During the summer, for example, the Sharing Center of

Central Brevard partnered with NASA’s Kennedy Space

Center in a USDA “Feds Feed Families” campaign.

Community Bank of the South has hosted a Holiday Toy Drive for the Sharing Center of Central Brevard for more than a decade. The toys
are dropped at one of its three bank branches in Central Brevard. From left: Kelly Guldi, Community Bank of the South’s senior vice president
and chief credit officer; David Brubaker, CEO, Sharing Center of Central Brevard; and Bill Taylor, CEO, Community Bank of the South.
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JACKSONVILLE — The National Defense Transporta-

tion Association (NDTA) recently selected CSX as a

recipient of its 2017 Distinguished Service Award in

recognition of the company’s “invaluable support of the

organization’s goals and aims.”

Since World War II, the NDTA has served the United

States’ national defense and homeland security community

as a trusted forum where government, military, and

private sector professionals can solve pressing challenges

in the fields of logistics and transportation.

As one of the nation’s largest freight railroads, CSX is a

vital link in the supply chain that sustains military

operations at home and abroad through efficient, reliable

transportation of materials, equipment and supplies.

CSX has a long and proud history of supporting the

nation’s military, dating back to the 1800s through its

predecessor, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. In World War

I and II, the railroad played a critical role in transporting

materials for manufacturing ships, planes, weapons and

CSX honored by National Defense Transportation Association, continued commitment to meet logistics needs
military vehicles, and transporting troops to military

installations and departure points for deployment.

“The ability to execute ‘at the speed of war’ is just as

true today of CSX,” said Michael Rutherford, vice president

of industrial products at CSX. “Precision Scheduled

Railroading, with its commitment to executing at high

standards with a sense of urgency, reinforces the value

that CSX brings to our men and women in uniform.”

Today, CSX transports vital materials and equipment

such as tanks and tactical vehicles to military bases in the

U.S. The company also employs thousands of veterans.

Currently 17 percent of its workforce has served or is

serving in the armed forces. And CSX has a strong training

and professional development program for veterans

looking to use their unique skills in the private sector.

With its continued commitment to the security of the

nation’s supply chain and vital logistics network, CSX is

honored to be recognized by public–private partnerships

such as the NDTA, where the country’s best minds can

work together to solve the greatest transportation chal-

lenges of today and tomorrow.

The award was presented concurrently with the

NDTA–U.S. Transportation Command Fall Meeting. This

year’s theme, Force Projection — Assuring Access: Cyber &

Physical, focused on the challenges facing the defense

logistics enterprise in the current security environment.

CSX, based in Jacksonville, is a premier transportation

company.

Computer classes set for Palm Bay Library
Palm Bay Public Library will be offering computer classes during November. The fee is $5 per class. Registration is

required. To find out the dates the classes are offered and enroll, call Julie Bryant at 952–4519.
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“Bradley prides itself on experiential learning and student

engagement,” Roberts said. “This challenge isn’t something

our students can learn about in a textbook or in a class-

room. This is a forward–thinking concept coming to life,

and they have a chance to see it firsthand. They will meet

the people making it happen and learn about the ideas

that are fueling innovation. This could change the way

they imagine the future and push their creative limits.”

The 3D–Printed Habitat Challenge is divided into

phases. The Phase 1 Design Competition called on

participants to develop state–of–the–art architectural

concepts and was completed in 2015. The Phase 2 Struc-

tural Member Competition focused on manufacturing

structural components and was completed in August 2016.

The now–open Phase 3, called the On–Site Habitat

Competition, challenges competitors to fabricate sub–scale

habitats using indigenous materials with or without

mission–generated recyclables, and offers a $2 million total

prize purse. Phase 3 has five levels of competition.

Interested teams may register through Feb. 15, 2018.

For more information on registering for the event, visit

www.NASA.gov/solve.

In addition to NASA, Bradley University has partnered

with sponsors Caterpillar Inc., Bechtel, and Brick &

Mortar Ventures to run the competition. NASA’s Centen-

nial Challenges Program is part of the agency’s Space

Technology Mission Directorate, and is managed at

Marshall Space Flight Center.

NASA opens third phase of 3D–Printed Habitat Competition, teams may register now; $2 million prize purse
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — Future missions to the Moon,

Mars and beyond will require innovative options to shelter

our explorers, and we won’t be able to carry all of the

materials with us from Earth.

NASA’s 3D–Printed Habitat Challenge, a Centennial

Challenges competition, seeks ways to create or develop

the technologies needed to foster such habitats on–site,

and challenges citizen inventors to lead the way.

Recently, NASA and challenge partner Bradley

University of Peoria, Ill., announced the opening of Phase 3

of the competition for team registration.

“The ideas and technologies this competition has

already produced are encouraging, and we are excited to

see what this next phase will bring,” said Monsi Roman,

program manager of NASA’s Centennial Challenges. “The

solutions we seek from our competitions are revolutionary,

which by nature makes them extremely difficult. But this

only fuels our teams to work harder to innovate and solve.”

The goal of the 3D–Printed Habitat Challenge is to

foster the development of new technologies necessary to

additively manufacture a habitat using local indigenous

materials with, or without, recyclable materials. The vision

is that autonomous machines will someday be deployed to

the Moon, Mars or beyond to construct shelters for human

habitation. On Earth, these same capabilities could be

used to produce affordable housing wherever it is needed

or where access to conventional building materials and

skills are limited.

Bradley University President Gary Roberts said the

school is honored to be the challenge partner once again.

Florida Bar Board of Governors seeks to fill Ethics Advisory Committee spot
The Florida Bar Board of Governors is seeking lawyer applicants for the one opening on the Supreme Court’s Judicial

Ethics Advisory Committee.

The vacancy will be filled during its Jan. 26 meeting. The term runs from March 1, 2018, to June 30, 2022. This is a

12–member committee that renders 20–25 written advisory opinions a year to inquiring judges and judicial candidates

regarding application of the Code of Judicial Conduct to specific instances of contemplated judicial and non–judicial

conduct.

The committee meets once a year at The Florida Bar’s Annual Convention and attendance is “strongly encouraged.”

The majority of the committee’s work, however, is undertaken via e–mail and phone conferencing. The committee is also

responsible for judicial campaign conduct forums scheduled in election years.

Attorneys interested in applying for this opening may download the Application for Special Appointment from the

Bar’s website at www.FloridaBar.org, or may call Bar headquarters at (850) 561–5757, to obtain the form. Completed

applications must be submitted to the Executive Director, The Florida Bar, 651 E. Jefferson St., Tallahassee, Fla.,

32399–2300, by Monday, Dec. 11.

Florida Business Bank
pick up BBN

10/09/17
page3

FULL COLOR

Takin' care of business in Brevard County

At Florida Business Bank we understand the importance of dependable service and the value of

a strong banking relationship to a small businesses. Whether you operate from a single

location or multiple sites throughout Florida, FBB offers you banking and lending

services that will meet your every need. We’ll help you with up-to-date technology for

fast, powerful, flexible solutions for your financial transactions. From Business Checking

to Remote Deposit services and Commercial Lines of Credit, Florida Business Bank will tailor

our services to your unique requirements. With the power of local decision making,

Florida Business Bank is the right choice for you. Call us today.

Member
FDIC

340 N Harbor City Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935

Banking Specialists Who Help You Take Care of Business

www.floridabusinessbank.com     www.bauerfinancial.com

321-253-1555

Bill Norris, President and CEO

Florida Business Bank
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As the Space Coast’s business community continues

to fuel innovation and technological advancements,

many “key players work tirelessly” behind the scenes to

ensure this ecosystem continues for generations to come.

One key player, Dr. Abram Walton, a professor in the

College of Business at the Florida Institute of Technol-

ogy in Melbourne, was honored with the Economic

Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast’s

(EDC) 2017 Volunteer of the Year Award, for his

continuous contributions to the innovative culture in

Brevard County.

Dr. Walton, founding chairman of the EDC’s

Innovation Council, continues to be a significant

contributor to the EDC’s innovation–focused program of

work, including the Technology Docking Program, a

collaboration between the EDC and NASA, which helps

local businesses solve a company–defined technology

challenge.

Also, Dr. Walton fueled the collaboration between the

EDC and local high–tech incubator Groundswell

Startups, leading to the successful Moonshot Innovation

Series, which celebrates small high–tech start–ups in

Brevard County that capture the innovation and risk–

taking spirit that led to man walking on the moon.

An active supporter of the EDC for several years,

Dr. Walton is a leader on the Space Coast, keeping

Brevard’s innovation and entrepreneurial spirit thriving,

attracting the talent needed to retain and grow area

businesses.

“It’s always an honor to recognize such a deserving

individual,” said Lynda Weatherman, president and

CEO of the EDC. “Beyond his contributions to the EDC’s

mission, Abram has provided unparalleled contributions

to our community, securing the Space Coast’s position as

an innovation hub for years to come.”

“I would just like to say thank you to Lynda Weather-

man, Greg Weiner, and Elizabeth Huy from the EDC for

their vision and support in helping to build a unique and

successful innovation ecosystem,” said Dr. Walton.

Dr. Abram Walton of Florida Tech is honored with the EDC’s 2017 Volunteer of the Year Award

National Realty of Brevard recognizes its top agents
National Realty of Brevard Inc. has announced its top–producing real–estate agents for the month of October at its

four offices around the county. At the Palm Office, the Top Listing Agent was Diane DeYorgi; Top Sales Agent, Lesly

Breson; and Top Producer, Steve Scheller. Indialantic, Top Listing Agent, Vicci Vaughn; Top Sales Agent, Gail Fischer;

and Top Producer, Carolyn Martin. Suntree, Top Listing Agent, Larry Leaman; Top Sales Agent, Debbie Schmid; and

Top Producer, Cyndi Jones. And Melbourne, Top Listing Agent, Iris Watson; Top Sales Agent, Patrick “PJ”

McLoughlin; and Top Producer, McLoughlin.
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SBA 504
Rates

Still Low

SBA 504 financing GREAT for businesses!

The rates this month:
20-year fixed"all-in" rate 4.56%

Brock Butler
VP Central Florida Region

 O: 407-816-8525
C: 407-808-3519

Tim Cramer
EVP Central Florida Region

O:  407-816-8525
C:  407-312-8891

Contact us for an update on SBA 504 Financing
or general rate structure information.

Florida Business Development Corporation (FBDC) is a private, non-profit
Certified Development Company establihed in 1989 to administer the

Small Business Association (SBA) 504 Loan Program.

for real estate and equipment acquisition
10-year fixed "all-in" rate is 4.06%

for real estate and equipment acquisition
20-year fixed "all-in" rate 4.61%

for real estate refinance loans.

5950 Hazeltine National Drive, Suite 625, Orlando, FL

1977. 
Your first real responsibility 
drooled a lot. Which seems 
pretty manageable compared 
to having kids in college and 
aging parents to care for in

2017.
One minute you’re just a kid with a new dog. The next, life’s far more 

complicated. That’s why a Raymond James financial advisor will partner 

with you to build a plan that accounts for your increasingly complex 

financial needs. From tuition and senior care, to your own desire to enjoy the 

retirement lifestyle you’ve always wanted. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

© 2017 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

Melbourne & Viera Offices

202 N. Harbor City Blvd.//Melbourne, FL 
Melbourne 321.253.7999  
5464 Village Dr.// Viera, FL 
Viera 321.338.1816  
Brent.Peoples@raymondjames.com
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By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE — A University of Florida professor

has received a top award from the Soil Science Society of

America for helping to develop and apply practices that

increase crops and income and help the environment.

The L.R. Ahuja Ag Systems Modeling Award goes to a

soil scientist, agronomist or crop scientist in recognition of

distinguished contributions and their demonstrated

impact in the past five to seven years.

“It was a great honor to be recognized for my work in

crop modeling and decision–support systems,” said Gerrit

Hoogenboom, a UF/IFAS professor of agricultural and

biological engineering and a pre–eminent scholar at the

UF/IFAS Institute for Sustainable Food Systems.

“Growers are already using some of the models we

have developed, and my hope is that the application of

these decision–support tools by growers will expand,

especially with the move toward big data in agriculture

and smart farming,” Hoogenboom said.

Stakeholders such as farmers, managers, and policy

planners can use Hoogenboom’s research findings to

implement practices that improve yield, increase income,

reduce resource use and pollution, and that are ulti-

mately economically and environmentally sustainable,

the UF/IFAS researcher said.

“The crop models allow us to quickly evaluate different

crop management options for a range of weather condi-

tions using computer simulations,” Hoogenboom said.

In his career, Hoogenboom has written more than 500

publications, including 310 refereed journal articles,

according to a release from the Soil Science Society of

America. He serves as an editor for three journals and is

active in the Soil Science Society of America, American

Globally recognized UF crop–model researcher wins national soil science award from leading organization
Society of Agronomy, Crop Science Society of America

and American Society of Agricultural and Biological

Engineers.

Hoogenboom received his doctorate from Auburn

University, and he earned his bachelor’s and master’s

degrees from Wageningen University in The Nether-

lands.

Florida Key Lime Pie Festival scheduled Jan. 13 at the Veterans Memorial Park
The Florida Key Lime Pie Co. will be presenting the seventh annual Florida Key Lime Pie Festival from 10 a.m. to

6 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 13, at the new Veterans Memorial Park on Merritt Island. The address is 400 Sykes Creek

Parkway.

The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children 12 years and younger. Children age 4 and younger will be admitted free

of charge, as will active and retired military personnel (with proper identification).

The Festival will be emceed by Spectrum Channel 13’s Allison Walker Torres. This year’s Festival theme is “Florida

Family Fun.” The event will feature a diversity of some of the Space Coast and Treasure Coast’s “most savored food

trucks and restaurants showcasing dishes reflecting their chef’s unique culinary flare.”

The Florida Key Lime Pie Co. will be showcasing its “Key Lime Pie in a Coconut,” “Key Lime Pie in a Cup,” “Key

Lime Pie by the Slice,” and Whole Key Lime Pies along with an array of other Key Lime products.

There will be ongoing live music, the nationally featured Street Performers, and Florida vendors. The Florida Key

Lime Pie Co. will be sponsoring its popular “Florida Key Lime Pie–Eating Contest.” The event will also include a “Key

Lime Pie–Toss Competition.

For further information on this event, visit the Florida Key Lime Pie Festival Facebook page. The highlight of this

year’s Festival will be making “The World’s Largest Key Lime Pie,” which is sponsored by the Space Coast Office of

Tourism.

The company has commissioned the fabrication of a custom pie pan for the creation of the large version of Florida’ s

Official State Pie. The Key Lime Pie will be 12 feet in diameter and will be made with the company’s proprietar y

graham–cracker crust and “famous savory citrus batter.” As part of the festivities, members of the community will be

participating in the making of Florida’s “ever–famous dessert.”
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First Wave Financial’s WealthCoach
team expands with Jamie Ostrander

SATELLITE BEACH — FirstWave Financial

recently welcomed the newest addition to its team,

Jamie Ostrander. He joins Laura Chiesman and Robert

DeVries as one of FirstWave’s WealthCoaches.

As the previous owner and advisor of Cape Wealth

Management, Ostrander specializes in asset–allocation

models, retirement–planning analysis, and small–

business retirement plans.

Ostrander then went on to Seacoast Wealth Manage-

ment, where he served as vice president and financial

advisor, working to provide investment and financial

planning solutions to clients. Now with FirstWave

Financial, he “brings a shared passion for helping

clients find the perfect financial solutions,” as well as

extensive knowledge and experience in the field.

“We are all very excited to have Jamie on our team,”

said Chiesman, president and owner of FirstWave

Financial. “He brings with him a heart for ‘extreme

client service’ and an abundance of investment knowl-

edge and advisory experience. This will be a great value

to our clients and team.”

Ostrander, a Brevard native, is dedicated to serving

the community as the director of Coastal Conservation

Association Space Coast, past director of Brevard

County Habitat for Humanity, and volunteer coach for

the Special Olympics.

“FirstWave and Ostrander both are committed to

individualized and relationship–based customer

service, making this a perfect match,” said Chiesman.

She added, “We look forward to continuing to help

others make smart decisions for their financial future,

helping them achieve the lives they dream about.”

FirstWave Financial, founded in 1995 by Tom Kirk,

a CPA, is an independent wealth management, estate

planning and asset protection firm.

Florida Farm Bureau honors Boyd
as its 2017 Legislator of the Year

GAINESVILLE — Rep. Jim Boyd received Florida

Farm Bureau’s 2017 Legislator of the Year award for his

outstanding leadership during the 2017 legislative session.

Representing Manatee and Sarasota counties, Boyd

helped secure $2.3 million in sales tax exemptions on

prescription and non–prescription animal health products

used for poultry and livestock.

As chairman of the House Ways and Means Commit-

tee, Boyd was tasked with creating the House’s proposal to

cut taxes for Floridians. In his original $297 million tax–

cut package, Boyd included more than $13 million in sales

tax exemptions for agriculture, including animal health

products, farm–fencing materials, and compressed and

liquefied oxygen used for aquaculture.

“Rep. Boyd is an incredible advocate for agriculture,”

said Florida Farm Bureau President John Hoblick.

“Throughout his time in the House of Representatives,

Rep. Boyd has worked tirelessly to support issues impor-

tant to Farm Bureau and the farmers and ranchers across

our state.” Boyd has served as a member of the Florida

House of Representatives since 2010.
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The Junior League of South Brevard, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting

JLSB Impact Statement: Improving Children's Health through Nutrition and Physical Activity

Junior League of South Brevard, Inc.

or 

info@intercoastalinsurance.com

Group Plans for Small & Large Employers

321-253-2662
ACA Certified Agents

Intercoastal Insurance provides business solutions with a
service oriented approach for small and large employers.
We have specialized in group insurance products for over
34 years. We have the experience and the partnerships
needed to provide you and your group the most competitive
rates and benefits available.

690 Eau Gallie Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32935
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Regions Mortgage
Continued from page 12

2016, and have been slowly heading north. Now might be

the time to build a home and lock in today’s low rate.

“We do a lot of construction–to–permanent loans,” said

Cronenberg. “We have a ‘true’ one–time ‘close’ on the

construction piece which allows borrowers to lock in their

mortgage interest rate while they build the home. So, 10

or 12 months later when the construction is completed,

they don’t have to worry about where rates are because

they have already locked in based on the rate at the time

of the closing.”

A construction–to–permanent loan is a type of

mortgage one can use to finance both the construction

and the purchase of a new home.

Based on the most recent release from the Mortgage

Bankers Association, home purchase originations will

increase at a faster clip in 2018, nearly double the rate of

increase in 2017. Purchase originations are expected to

grow $1.2 trillion in 2018 from an estimated $1.1 trillion

in 2017.

The Mortgage Bankers Association is forecasting the

30–year fixed–rate mortgage to average 4.6 percent in

2018, a 60 basis–point increase from 2017. This will climb

further to 5 percent in 2019, according to the Mortgage

Bankers Association. A 0.01 percent change is the same

as 1 basis point.

“As the economy strengthens, I think rates over the

long term are going to move up, which you would expect,”

said Cronenberg. “Inflation will tick up, rates will tick up,

and yields will tick up. Personally, I don’t think we are

going to see any action by the newly nominated Fed

chairman that is going to torpedo the housing market.”

On Nov. 2, President Trump nominated Jerome

Powell of Maryland to be the Chairman of the Board of

Governors of the Federal Reserve System for a term of

four years, beginning Feb. 3, 2018.

As a member of the Federal Reserve’s Board of

Governors since May 2012, Powell has demonstrated

“steady leadership, sound judgment, and policy exper-

tise.” He also has nearly three decades of business

experience.

Mortgage credit is becoming “more available to

qualified borrowers, and home prices should continue to

rise,” according to the Mortgage Bankers Association.

The report says a “large cohort of the population”

approaching home–ownership age will boost the demand

for housing “and many of these potential borrowers will

have the opportunities to build wealth and credit. All the

pieces are in place for stronger growth in 2018.”

With about six weeks remaining in 2017, the National

Association of Realtors estimates that existing home

sales will finish at a pace 5.4 million — the best volume

since 2006 (6.4 million).

In 2018, existing sales are forecast to expand 3.7 per-

cent to 5.6 million. The national median existing home

price is expected to rise around 5.5 percent this year and

next year.

“Both the market for new construction and the resale

market are faring well, and the commercial real–estate

sector is enjoying good times, too. We have a really nice

balance of real–estate activity right now in Brevard

County,” said Cronenberg.

Scott Cronenberg comes from a family of bankers. His

father is David Cronenberg, who worked for First Florida

Bank, Admiralty Bank, and The Bank Brevard, which

were all acquired through the years as the industry

consolidated. David Cronenberg served in the U.S. Air

Force as a pilot.

“We moved to Brevard County in 1988,” said Scott

Cronenberg. “My father worked through the wave of

consolidation in the banking industry. He retired

multiple times.”

Javelin Strategy & Research recently ranked Regions

Bank as a 2017 Javelin Trust in Banking Leaders Award

winner for demonstrating “consistently high performance

in serving the needs of accountholders.”

Javelin, a Greenwich Associates LLC company, is a

research–based advisory firm. Javelin ranked 17 of the

largest financial institutions in the U.S. according to the

level of trust accountholders reported for each bank or

credit union they identified as their primary financial

institution.

Regions distinguished itself as an overall leader in

“trust,” by establishing both “reliability and goodwill”

among their customers.

“We are very proud of that honor. We strive to build

relationships with customers and put them at the

forefront of whatever we do,” said Cronenberg.
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Nationally recognized financial planner
opens Houser Financial Group in Brevard

ROCKLEDGE — Stephen Houser has announced

that Houser Financial Group is open and ready to assist

individuals, families, and businesses with “seamless”

financial advising, family wealth planning and invest-

ments, business consulting, tax advisory, preparation,

and representations and accounting services “to create

effective integrated tailored financial solutions.”

The office is located at 1017 Pathfinder Way, Suite

100–A, in Rockledge.

Every year since 2010, Houser has been recognized

as one of Cetera Financial Specialists’ Top 100 Finan-

cial Advisors in the nation. Cetera Financial Specialists

is part of the Cetera Financial Group, the nation’s

second–largest independent financial advisor network.

“At Houser Financial Group, our mission is simple,”

said Houser, the founder. “To learn more about you,

understand your needs, wants, and goals, and help you

identify the personal finance strategies that may

improve your lifestyle today and provide the foundation

for a sound retirement in the years ahead. At the end of

the day, it’s all about relationships.”

A Florida native, Houser has more than 40 years of

experience in tax and accounting and 18 years in

wealth management. His career began in 1978 with

Davies, Houser, & Secrest, CPA, PA, a large regional

accounting firm where he served mid–to–large busi-

nesses, audited government agencies and provided tax

and auditing advice to individuals and families

throughout Brevard County.

In 2006, he successfully launched FPT Services, a

tax, accounting and wealth management firm serving

the Space Coast. Eleven years later, “after realizing he

wanted to provide his clients with an even greater level

of personalized service,” he opened Houser Financial

Group.

Houser Financial Group is an entrepreneurial

wealth management and independent financial advisor

investment firm. For more information on his practice,

call 345–1145 or visit HouserFinancial.com.

Educators: Apply now for Alan Shepard
Technology Award; deadline set Feb. 1

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Educators who have

demonstrated a commitment to inspiring students’ interest

in science, technology, engineering and mathematics may

apply now to receive the 2018 Alan Shepard Technology in

Education Award.

Given annually by the Astronauts Memorial Founda-

tion, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration

and the Space Foundation, the award recognizes contribu-

tors to technology in the education field, in both formal and

informal environments.

The award, named for Mercury and Apollo astronaut

Alan Shepard, will be presented in April 2018 at the Space

Foundation’s 34th Space Symposium, to be held at The

Broadmoor in Colorado Springs.

Visit www.AstronautsMemorial.org to download the

award application, . The submission of application

deadline is Feb. 1, 2018.
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TAKE YOUR FINANCIAL 
TEMPERATURE  

Here’s how to get a general idea of your status:

1. Total your assets, such as bank account balances, retirement 

savings, real and personal property, and investments.

2. Subtract your liabilities, including credit card balances, student 

loan debt, car loans, mortgages and any other loans.

3. The result is your net worth. A high, positive number generally 

indicates financial health, whereas a negative number may 

indicate that there could be a problem.

At this point, you should determine how long you would be able to 

pay your bills if you lost your income by calculating your monthly 

living expenditures ratio. Here’s how:

1. Add up your total expenses per year (the total of your monthly 

expenses over the course of a year and any other expenses that 

occur less frequently than each month) and divide that number 

by 12 to determine your average monthly expenses.

2. Add up your accessible cash and savings (i.e., money you can 

access in less than a week’s time) and divide the result by your 

monthly expense amount.

3. Ideally, you want the result to fall between at least 3.0 and 6.0, 

meaning you could cover three to six months of living expenses if 

you lost your income. The higher the number, the more prepared 

you are to manage unexpected expenses or loss of income.

SET YOUR FINANCIAL TARGET
Everyone’s financial goals are different. They range from paying off 

student loans to buying a new car or home to saving for retirement. 

To set your financial goals:

1. Think about where you want to be in five years and what you will 

need to achieve financially to get there.

2. Write down those goals, along with a target date for achieving 

them.

3. Break your goals into itemized tasks that you can do weekly or 

monthly so you know exactly what it will take to reach your goals.

4. Track and celebrate milestones along the way.

GAUGE YOUR FINANCIAL FITNESS 
PROGRESS 

A key aspect of financial fitness is being able to stick to a budget 

to reach your financial goals. To assess your money management 

skills, monitor your monthly spending to see how closely it aligns 

with your monthly expenses. If you find you’re spending more than 

you need to, identify what you’re buying and think of ways to avoid 

making unnecessary purchases. For instance, if you’re spending too 

much on weekday lunches, fit pre-making meals into your schedule.

Also track your progress against your weekly and monthly milestones 

as well as your projected end dates. If you frequently miss savings 

targets, determine where the extra money you believe you should 

have at the end of the month is going. If unplanned expenses are 

eating up your disposable income, make sure future surprise costs 

are necessary ones, such as fixing the car or repairing a burst pipe. 

If these expenses continue to cause problems, look for ways to cut 

back on other expenses.

This type of proactive budget planning can help you strengthen your 

personal finances and make progress toward your savings goals.

For additional articles, calculators and tips,
 visit regions.com/insights.

Whether you think you’re doing well or know you need help, it’s a good idea 
to assess your financial fitness at least once a year. By understanding your 
weaknesses, you can focus on improving your finances where you need it most.

TIPS FOR 
BUDGETING 
FOR FINANCIAL 
FITNESS3

TIP3:   TIP1:  

TIP2:  

 © 2017 Regions Bank. This information is general in nature and is provided for educational purposes only. Regions makes no representation as to the accuracy, completeness, 
timeliness, suitability or validity of any  information presented. Information provided should not be relied on or interpreted as accounting, financial planning, investment, legal or tax 
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Community Bank of the South
Continued from page 13

The government program was created to help food

banks and pantries stay stocked during summer months

when they traditionally see a decrease in donations and an

increase in need.

The local “Feds Feed Families” program “brought in

about 15 pallets of food for the Sharing Center of Central

Brevard,” said Brubaker. “And that food enabled us to

serve 752 people who came to us within seven days after

Hurricane Irma.”

He continued, “We distributed more than 30,000

pounds of food in just seven days. We provided more food

in that single week than we normally do in a full month.

Being able to have the food in inventory from the ‘Feds

Feed Families’ campaign and ready to go was huge for us.”

Through the generosity of federal employees around the

nation, the annual drive has collected nearly 80 million

pounds of food since the campaign began in 2009. This

year, more than 10.4 million pounds were donated and

provided to food banks and pantries.

“In the month of October,” said Brubaker, “we gar-

nished 30,064 pounds of food, including 1,600 pounds of

meat as part of the Grocery Alliance Program. It’s set up

through Second Harvest. They negotiate with the grocery

stores and then find partner agencies to pick up the food.

In order to do this, your organization must have a freezer

truck.”

The Sharing Center of Central Brevard, which partners

with the Second Harvest Food Bank, is able to pick up and

collect unsold food from various grocery stores, including

Publix, Walmart, Target, Aldi, and Save–A–Lot.

Thanks to United Way of Brevard, the Sharing Center

of Central Brevard has a freezer truck to pick up the food

at the various stores. The Sharing Center of Central

Brevard is a partner agency of United Way.

The Grocery Alliance Program product mix from

participating stores includes meat, produce, dairy, bakery,

and dry goods. “It’s a great program that really helps our

organization,” he said.

The Sharing Center of Central Brevard also receives

food from the Brevard Schools Foundation’s annual “Food

4 Thought” food drive. “We have seven or eight different

schools which collect food for us. That’s another great

program that helps our cause.”

Now in its 10th year, the Brevard Public Schools’ “Food

4 Thought” food drive benefits local food pantries that

assist area families in need. The food drive is for employees

and students of Brevard Public Schools, as well as the

community.

The program has been a big success and helps food

pantries bridge the gap between the summer months and

the Thanksgiving food drives.

The Sharing Center of Central Brevard’s community

partners include Brevard Health Alliance, Second Harvest

Food Bank and the Grocery Alliance Program, the

Veterans Administration Housing for Homeless initiative,

Family Promise of Brevard, Brevard CARES of Brevard

Family Partnership, and the Children’s Hunger Project.

For the Children’s Hunger Project, Brubaker’s organiza-

tion delivers bags of groceries to local elementary schools.

“We basically provide food for students over the

weekend when they are away from the Free and Reduced

Lunch program they access during the school year. We

partner with local schools. They identify the need and we

deliver to a neutral location. The food is given to the

families to take home for the weekends. The food is enough

for a family of four — breakfast, lunch and dinner — for a

two–day period, or perhaps longer,” he said.

The Sharing Center of Central Brevard is also involved

in other ways with the Children’s Hunger Project.

Brubaker said the busiest part of the year for his

organization started Oct. 1. With the holiday season fast

approaching, the Sharing Center of Central Brevard has

opportunities for volunteers to get involved with various

programs that help people in the community.

It also accepts donations of all kinds — such as

monetary, food, clothing, toys, and household items. “We

even pick up large deliveries like furniture and appli-

ances,” he said. The Sharing Center of Central Brevard

has thrift stores in Cocoa and on Merritt Island.

Last year, more than 600 area children received

Christmas gifts because of the fruits of labor of the Sharing

Center of Central Brevard. “And Community Bank of the

South played a big role in that effort through their Holiday

Toy Drive. Their customers and their employees and

everyone involved in the Toy Drive brought a lot of smiles

to the faces of children with their gifts. This is community

spirit at its finest,” said Brubaker.
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CORPORATE GIFTS:  
Harris Corporation $205,000
Rockwell Collins $26,000
Florida Power & Light Company $21,000
Wells Fargo $20,000
Disney Cruise Line $15,000
Lockheed Martin $11,000
Bank of America $10,000
United Launch Alliance $7,500
AT&T $6,500
Vencore Services and Solutions, Inc.  $5,000
Community Credit Union of Florida $4,500
Coastal Ambulance Service $2,000

WORKPLACES CAMPAIGNS: 
Health First $161,073
United Way Board and Council of Advisors $117,123
Florida Tech Leadership Team $57,054
Team ISC $42,128
United Way of Brevard Staff $25,701
City of Cocoa $22,135
Orbital ATK $20,667
Brevard Target Stores $15,444
City of Rockledge $12,194
BRIDGES BTC INC. $5,564
                                                                                     
2017 Early Gifts (and other commitments):       $1,190,223

THANKS TO OUR PACESETTERS!
They run early campaigns to show our community their commitment to providing 
hope to those in need. Please consider joining the effort.  

TOGETHER
WE CAN KEEP OUR 

COMMUNITY STRONG

937 DIXON BLVD, COCOA, FL 32922  • WWW.UWBREVARD.ORG
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‘Light Up Viera Holiday Parade’
Continued from page 1

not–for–profit organization whose mission is to “foster

the health, harmony, and well–being of the Viera

community by facilitating educational, environmental,

cultural, and charitable activities, as well as outreach

programs within Viera and Brevard County,” said Evans.

The Viera Community Institute is involved with

several events throughout the year, including the annual

Viera Wetlands Nature Festival. But the Light Up Viera

Holiday Parade is its biggest undertaking, she added.

The Viera Community Institute website has a

“countdown” clock running, ticking off the days, hours,

minutes and seconds before the start of the 2017 Light

Up Viera Holiday Parade. That website also has a

colorful map of the Parade route.

In just a few years, the Light Up Viera Holiday

Parade has become a big success, attracting thousands of

people.

“Around 5,000 to 8,000 people attended the first Light

Up Viera Holiday Parade, and now some 18,000 people

are coming to this annual event,” said Duda. “People

come not only from Viera, but also from outside the

community. This is one of the things you want to come

and see at this time of year.”

She added, “It’s a community parade. All community

parades start small and build their base. The Light Up

Viera Holiday Parade has been embraced by the

community, and it’s only five years old. We work to make

it better and better each year. I’ve made costumes for the

Parade, headdresses for the Parade, and other things. It’s

a lot of fun.”

Evans said the 2017 edition of the Light Up Viera

Holiday Parade is projecting from 15,000 to 20,000 people

in attendance. “Last year, we estimated 18,000 people

filled the streets for the Parade and the festivities.”

Leading the float–sponsor list for the fifth Light Up

Viera Holiday Parade is Health First. Other sponsors

include: Viera Builders, Viera Charter School, Viera

Realty, Fairway Management, Tropic–Care of Florida,

Steve Vitani of RE/MAX Elite, Brewer Paving, United

States Specialty Sports Association, The Holz Founda-

tion, The Avenue Viera, “The Viera Voice,” the Duda

Family Council, The Viera Co., and Homemade Happi-

ness Bake Shoppe.

Sponsorship opportunities for the Light Up Viera

Holiday Parade are available for businesses, organiza-

tions, and individuals. For more information on various

levels of support and the amenities included, contact

Evans at 255–4500 or Tonya.Evans@Duda.com.

In addition to Lauri Duda and Evans, the team

includes Stephanie Byrd, marketing manager for The

Viera Co.; Carmen Vastola, supervisor at the Viera

Discovery Center; and Viera Discovery Center ambassa-

dors Tamara Perera and Jennifer McFadden. The Viera

Discovery Center is a one–stop resource for people who

are interested in any aspect of the Viera community.

The Viera Discovery Center, Vastola said, will be

relocating to The Avenue Viera shopping mall. The office

is currently located at 7350 Shoppes Drive in front of

Walmart and across from Starbucks.

“The Viera Discovery Center is a very welcoming

environment where people can learn more about Viera

and all it has to offer,” said Vastola. “We are excited to be

moving to our new home at The Avenue Viera. The new

location offers us an opportunity to better accommodate

the expected increase in visitors by being in a more

readily accessible venue from which we can continue to

share our history and lifestyle information.”

The Discovery Center will be located at 2261–105

Town Center Avenue in–between the Cocoa Beach

Regional Chamber of Commerce office and Scout &

Molly’s Boutique. The Discovery Center will open at its

new location on Wednesday, Nov. 15.

Viera Builders Inc., which was sharing half of the

7350 Shoppes Drive location, will take over the Viera

Discovery Center’s old offices and incorporate the space

into the current design center, where future Viera

Builders homeowners can go to customize their new

homes.

Byrd said her company recently introduced a new

campaign to help raise awareness of the events, the

conservation sites, and all the things Viera has to offer.

The campaign is called “Explore Viera.” There are

Explore Viera billboards in strategic locations in the area.

“The general idea of the campaign is to get more

people to explore the businesses in Viera, the trails and

conservation areas, the parks, the Brevard Zoo, and all

the cultural activities,” said Byrd.

“We stop at different locations in Viera on Tuesdays,

pop up a tent, set up a table and give away T–shirts. We

call it ‘T–shirt Tuesdays.’ We engage with people and tell

them about all the exciting things there are to do in the

Viera area. We have a new website that is being designed

and it’s going to be b–e–a–u–t–i–f–u–l. The new website

will have a lot of technology embedded. Our current site

is mobile–friendly, but as the new one gets built —

coming into the spring — we will have an even more

robust Explore Viera campaign. It’s going to be exciting.

Viera is such a vibrant community.”

“Ideal Living” magazine named Viera among its

“Best–of–the–Best” towns and residential communities

in its 2017 summer edition. Viera was listed in the

“Small Town” category.

Nominations were submitted, the editorial committee

then researched and chose those communities/develop-

ments they felt best represented “the spirit of the

category.”

“New towns,” or master–planned communities, such

as Viera, are one of the most popular choices today not

only for retirees, but also for young families looking for a

home, according to “Ideal Living.”

These communities typically have an abundance of

recreational and entertainment amenities for their

residents.

Viera has created a “Destination Map” that highlights

the resources of the community and the outdoor activities

that are available in the area. “We are close to so many

places — you can play golf, visit the wetlands, go to the

Brevard Zoo, and on and on,” said Duda. “There is so

much to do within the Viera footprint. For example, the

Ritch Grissom Memorial Wetlands is a bird–watchers’

paradise. If you are into bird–watching, that’s the place to

go. It’s a real wonder from a wetlands perspective.”

Viera is home to one of the largest wetlands and trail–

access areas in Brevard County. The Ritch Grissom

Memorial Wetlands encompasses 200 acres of wildlife–

rich wetlands overseen by the Natural Resources

Management office of Brevard County.

That area of Viera provides a biologically diverse

ecosystem, affording visitors a close–up opportunity to

view native wildlife and vegetation. Tens of thousands of

visitors access the wetlands every year, including

birdwatchers, photographers, and nature lovers who will

likely see otters, bald eagles, sandhill cranes, and a

myriad of other species of animal, bird, and plant life.

“This is an example of Viera’s wide appeal,” said

Vastola, a Long Island, N.Y., native who moved to

Brevard County in 1998. “About 50 percent of Viera is a

natural environment and the other 50 percent is a

manmade environment. When people visit the Viera

Discovery Center and ask about the community, we let

them know that the natural environment will be

retained. And that’s one of the attractive things about

Viera. If you are a nature lover, there are walking trails

and all types of outdoor lifestyle things to do. The Ritch

Grissom Memorial Wetlands is one of our jewels.”

A professor from the University of Florida was so

amazed at the ability of so many different varied plants

and animals to co–habitat in the Ritch Grissom Memo-

rial Wetlands, he taught a six–week course there.

Two years ago, the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey

released its 500th rehabilitated Bald Eagle back to the

Florida skies. The release was held at the Ritch Grissom

Memorial Wetlands. The eagle — named “Charlie” —

was rescued on Feb. 6, 2015, by a Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation Commission officer at Viera

Wetlands Park. The eagle was suffering from a dislocated

right shoulder and was unable to fly. The Audubon

Center began Charlie’s treatment with the goal of

releasing him back to the wild.

On TripAdvisor, the Ritch Grissom Memorial

Wetlands is ranked No. 3 of “109 things to do in

Melbourne,” out of hundreds of reviews.

“Forget Disney and Universal, go here instead. Take

time to walk the trails,” said one review.

Another write–up said, “An amazing place that is

free.”

One visitor commented,” “This wetland park is an

educational venue as well as a photographic venue for

migrating birds and Florida native creatures. Spring is a

wonderful time to see many varieties of nesting birds.”

“I visit the wetlands several times a week for an

enjoyable walk or drive, often taking my grandson. This

place is a beautiful wildlife preserve right on the edge of

civilization. There are many opportunities to experience

and watch many of the animals and birds that call

Florida home,” said another visitor who toured the Ritch

Grissom Memorial Wetlands in 2017.

Said Lauri Duda: “It’s a great place to have within

your community. The Ritch Grissom Memorial Wetlands

is a place where you take your kids and actually see the

different types of wildlife that live here. It’s just one of the

many things that make Viera such a wonderful commu-

nity in which to live.”
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