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By Ken Datzman

Looking to the future in a profession that continues to

evolve as a problem–solver in more areas of business,

longtime area certified public accountant Michael Cerow has

merged his practice into one of the fastest–growing CPA and

advisory firms in the nation.

Cerow is now a partner at the Melbourne office of Carr,

Riggs & Ingram, CPAs and Advisors.

The firm has been aggressively expanding in Florida and

other states through best–fit mergers in local communities. It

has also been balancing merger activity with organic growth.

The company is based in Enterprise, Ala., and has

locations in more than 25 markets in 10 states, including

throughout the South as well as Texas and New Mexico.

Increasing its footprint in Florida has been part of the

company’s growth strategy for a number of years. The firm

has offices around the Sunshine State.

The Cerow & Company merger was finalized in the first

quarter of this year, said CPA Deborah “Debbie” Goode, the

partner–in–charge at the Melbourne office of Carr, Riggs &

Ingram, which has a team of some 55 people, and is growing.

Michael Cerow, formerly a solo practitioner, now has more

in–depth resources to tap, both in terms of technology and

human capital. With some 1,800 professionals within the

company, CRI has considerable breadth across a wide range

of practice areas.

CRI’s industry specializations include construction,

government, banking and financial institutions, health care,

insurance, nonprofit entities, manufacturing, and distribu-

tion.

“We have a lot of different specializations within our local

office and within CRI as a company. But the key reason we

chose Michael to merge his practice with CRI’s is because our

cultures are very similar. Part of our culture is about

reaching out and being involved in the community,” said

Goode, who is the chairwoman for the 2018 United Way of

Brevard Campaign.

Goode said she has known Cerow for 10 years. They met

at a Seminole Club social function.

“Michael is well–respected in this profession and is well–

liked in the community. He’s built great relationships with

clients and has served on boards of local nonprofit organiza-

tions. The two firms have the same philosophy and that

includes trying to help their employees grow in their careers.

We’re thrilled to have Michael as part of the CRI family. We

see the practice as a growing family.”

Cerow is the current board chairman for the Community

Foundation for Brevard and serves as treasurer for the

Brevard Zoo, as well as being involved in other organizations

and committees.

Cerow & Company was established 35 years ago by CPA

Richard Cerow, Michael Cerow’s father.

“I began working with my father right out of college

(University of Richmond). He retired about five years ago.

Back then, the joke in the office was we had built a bicycle for

two — one of us got off and it was still peddling.”

He continued, “Capacity became an issue as a sole

proprietor. Now I’m able to pursue additional work, expand

services to clients, and not necessarily have to worry about

CPA Cerow merges his practice into local office of Carr, Riggs & Ingram
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Carr, Riggs & Ingram/CPAs and Advisors has been growing in Florida and across the Southeast. It has been balancing organic
growth with merger growth. In the first quarter of this year, Cerow & Company, a longtime CPA firm run by Michael Cerow, mergered
into CRI’s Melbourne office. CRI was just named No. 19 on ‘Accounting Today’s’ list of ‘Top 100 Accounting Firms,’ an annual
ranking of the largest firms in America. From left, the CRI team includes: Debbie Goode, partner–in–charge at the Melbourne office;
Cerow, partner; and Christine Thompson, business development executive.
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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When comparing extracurricular programs in a community,
keep this important 10–point checklist handy — it can pay off

By Samantha Grenrock
grenrosa@ufl.edu
UF/IFAS Communications
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE — With so many extracurriculars

available these days, parents and kids are overwhelmed

with choices.

To choose the right one, know what to prioritize, says

Heather Kent, associate director of the Florida 4–H youth

development program, part of University of Florida’s

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension.

“The 4–H motto is ‘To make the best better.’ The

research shows that kids are more likely to find success as

adults when they feel confident and capable in the face of

new challenges,” Kent said. “You want to find a program

where kids can find their courage in a safe environment.”

So, when comparing extracurricular programs, keep

this checklist in mind, Kent said.

l Does it help them do better in school?

Look for programs that complement a child’s day–to–

day school work. “Each 4–H activity has an educational

component to it,” Kent said. “Compared to their non–4–H

peers, 4–H youth report better grades, higher levels of

academic competence and an elevated level of engage-

ment at school.”

l Does it teach them how to speak up?

Give your child a chance to express him or herself to

others. “4–H alumni often say that the public speaking

skills they learned in 4–H have helped them throughout

their careers, no matter which field they are in,” Kent

said.

l Does it include STEM?

“One of the goals of 4–H is prepare young people for

the workforce, which means introducing them to STEM

— science, technology, engineering and math — through

hands–on projects in areas like horticulture, robotics and

embryology,” Kent said.

l Does it broaden their horizons?

“The members of a 4–H club may not all go to the

same school or live in the same neighborhood. Meeting

people who have different backgrounds from yourself

expands your worldview,” Kent said.

l Is it a good return on investment?

Some programs give your child more bang for your

buck. “Annual registration for 4–H is $20. That gives

youth access to a wide variety of projects and events. If

not for their 4–H membership, they might have to join

several other organizations to get all the same opportuni-

ties,” Kent said.

l Does it help them explore their interests?

“Finding a passion teaches youth about delaying

gratification and taking pride in their work. That’s

something they take with them into their careers,” Kent

said.

l Does it develop organization skills?

Choose activities that require kids to stay on top of

things and plan ahead. “For a project to be successful,

4–H members know they need to stay organized. For

instance, you can’t raise a prize–winning animal without

a plan for how you are going to reach that goal,” Kent

said.

l Is it open to everyone?

Consider whether the whole family can participate.

“4–H is open to both boys and girls ages 5 through 18.

There is also collegiate 4–H and adult volunteering

opportunities. Unlike other programs, 4–H is something

everyone in the household can be a part of,” Kent said.

l Does it introduce kids to mentors?

Having adult role models who aren’t one’s parents is

an important part of youth development, Kent said. “Our

trained volunteers and Extension agents form a support

system for 4–H members. Knowing that another adult

cares about you is a big confidence boost and helps kids

feel comfortable trying new things.”

l Is it well–established?

Learn about the history of the program. “4–H has been

around for more than 100 years, and it’s been researched

and developed through the U.S. Land Grant university

system. In Florida, there are more than 200,000 youth in

4–H, and each of them benefits from being a part of this

longstanding, well known organization,” Kent said.

For more information about the University of Florida’s

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension,

visit IFAS.UFL.edu.

Marine Bank & Trust CEO Bill Penney is named to the FBA Board;
Florida banker has been actively involved with association for years

VERO BEACH — Marine Bank & Trust President and CEO Bill Penney was recently named to the Florida Bankers

Association Board of Directors.

His two–year term began in June at the association’s annual meeting. The primary role of the FBA’s board is to set

policy and oversee the general operation of the Association.

Penney was nominated by his industry peers and selected based on his service to the FBA, and his community

involvement.

In 2017, he was presented with the Florida Bankers Chairman’s Award in recognition of his continuous support of the

association, his leadership on FBA committees, and his commitment to the success of the banking industry.

Additionally, Penney was elected to a one–year term on the Florida Bankers Executive Committee where he will

represent Florida’s 63 banks with up to $300 million in assets.

Penney chaired the Florida Bankers Educational Foundation (FBEF) from 2014 to 2017. During that time, he serve d

as the FBEF representative on the FBA Board of Directors. He has also served on the FBA’s Government Relations

Committee and is currently a board member of the Florida BankPac, a statewide, bi–partisan, nonprofit political action

committee.

“The FBA Board of Directors plays a critical role in the operation of the association and in representing the association

to elected officials, regulators and policy–makers,” said FBA President and CEO Alex Sanchez. “We are honored to have

such qualified and committed board members.”

“I am exceptionally grateful for this opportunity to play a leadership role in such a vital organization,” said Penney.

“My past involvement, especially that with the Educational Foundation, has been extremely rewarding and I anticipate

this new chapter will be equally fulfilling.”

For more information on Marine Bank, visit www.MarineBankAndTrust.com.
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Space Coast Early Intervention

new ad emailed

FULL COLOR

Individualized instruction
Highly qualified teachers
Low teacher-student ratio - average 1 to 5
Primary School
Students from 12 months to 2nd grade
Cognitive skills training

Registration is Open! Call Today! 321-729-6858

Learn about NEW Programs

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday

August 11th from 9 to 11

Space Coast Early Intervention Center's unique programs provide exceptional learning opportunities

for ALL children to ensure they acquire the academic and social skills needed to succeed in life!
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clean this room is,” I beamed.

Every morning I go in there to see it. And guess what?

It looks the same. Every day it’s still clean. No half–empty

Gatorade bottles on your dresser. No empty yogurt

containers with the spoon glued to the side on your desk.

No yoga pants on the floor.

This morning, I stood in the doorway for a long time.

And I realized something. I like it better messy with you in

it.

Love, Mom

I cried as I wrote that letter. But I also saw it as my

acceptance of her moving out of our lives and creating her

own. After all, that was our dream for her.

A month ago, she graduated from college. Her dietetics

degree requires her to complete a year of unpaid intern-

ships in clinical and community settings before she takes

her state boards and becomes employable. Kelly set those

up in her hometown to save us the expense of housing. So

she has moved back home, into her room.

She returned with three times the amount of stuff she

left with, the result of having her first apartment, her own

kitchen gadgets, and décor items collected over four years

of shopping at Target and crafted after too much time

spent on Pinterest.

It took a week to sort, box, store it, and stuff it into

closets and our garage until the day she leaves our home,

a second time, to start her life, again.

I’m trying hard to be a cool mom — but I have no idea if it’s really working
By Joan McCain
UCF Forum columnist
University of Central Florida

Four years ago, my husband and I took our first born,

our daughter Kelly, to college. It felt like a huge moment in

our parenting life — because it was. I admit I cried for a

few miles on the way home, after a hot, sweaty, whirlwind

flurry of moving her into her freshman dorm room. Within

a week, I had written her this short note, tucked into a care

package of brownies, sour gummy worms, and $20 that I

pulled out of my wallet when my husband wasn’t looking.

Dear Kelly:

The day after we got back from taking you to college, I

cleaned your room. For a long time. I took all the bed

sheets off your bed — right down to the mattress —

washed them, put them all back, perfectly making your

bed. I had flipped the mattress and ironed your pillow

cases. I even starched them so the creases are perfect and

they lay just so.

I dusted every surface in your room (do you get any of

that Bare Minerals powder on your face?), and shined

anything that was left. No nook or cranny was left

untouched.

I steamed the wood floors clean and found 37 bobby

pins and 16 pony tail holders. I even picked up seven tiny

rubber bands from when you had braces in middle school.

When it was done, it looked amazing. Smelled amazing.

When Dad got home, I showed it off to him. “Look at how

Her room is messy, just like it was her whole life. In the

letter I penned four years before, I said I liked it better that

way. I might have lied.

She was more honest when she said, months before her

graduation, she was not excited about moving back into

her parents’ house. It is not that we have a long list of

rules, or impose 11 p.m. curfews, or monitor her every

move. We do not. It is understandable she loved being

independent in college, as she displayed strong traits of

being independent as a toddler.

So I am trying to be a cool mom. To give her a wide

berth. To make her feel like she can be independent even if

she is living in her old room, in her old house, with her old

parents. I have no idea if it is working.

But I had a sign, however small yet significant, that it

just might be. A little. Last weekend, she cleaned her

room. She washed her sheets, made her bed, vacuumed

and mopped the wood floor, and dusted all the surfaces.

And I didn’t even have to ask.

Joan McCain is an associate instructor and
program coordinator of the advertising/public
relations major in UCF’s Nicholson School of
Communication. She can be reached at
Joan.McCain@UCF.edu.

Legalfuel.com bridges gap between business and law for practicing attorneys
The Florida Bar has launched a new resource to assist Florida lawyers in the business of law called LegalFuel: The

Practice Resource Center of The Florida Bar (legalfuel.com).

LegalFuel provides critical business tools and support for all attorneys — especially small–firm and solo practitioners.

The site offers law office management and technology support for Bar members and a variety of free continuing legal

education units, and assists lawyers in running the business side of their law firms.

LegalFuel also features an enhanced search that can quickly find articles on specific topics such as marketing or

accounting, as well as provide a curated library of free webinars, podcasts and more.

In addition, LegalFuel advisers are available via live chat to provide quick answers. Lawyers can connect and shar e

information via the discussion boards, and advisers can assist by phone or email on practice management or technology

issues.

“Attorneys are often faced with the daunting task of running a business in addition to practicing law, and LegalFue l

was created to streamline their daily business duties so that they can focus on what they do best — serving their clients,”

said Michelle Suskauer, president of The Florida Bar. “As a small–firm practitioner myself, the challenges of balancing

clients while working to keep the lights on are real, and LegalFuel makes it easier to access crucial information specific to

the business of law.”

To watch Suskauer’s message about the 2018–19 goals and the launch of LegalFuel, go to www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Vo00AZ18yPg&feature=youtube.

In a survey last year, Florida Bar members expressed the desire for more support for growing their businesses.

LegalFuel provides timely guidance on firm management, marketing, finances and trust accounting, and hot topics such

as cybersecurity and new legal software.

In addition to articles, sample forms and checklists, LegalFuel.com offers free CLEs, including podcasts and a new

LegalFuel Speaker Series featuring well–known and respected Florida lawyers speaking on relevant and useful topics

such as “Social Media and Your Practice” and “Cybersecurity for Solo, Small and Big Firms.”

“LegalFuel provides a playbook on how to be profitable as a practicing attorney in the real world. Whether an attorney

wants to better market their services or improve operational management, LegalFuel has the tools to help Florida

attorneys fuel their businesses,” said Suskauer.

Cmdr. Singleton of Sheriff’s Office to lead 2–1–1 Brevard board of directors
Cmdr. Dan Singleton, who leads the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office East Precinct, will serve as the new board

president for 2–1–1 Brevard Inc.

Gregory DeRoy, vice president of member services at Space Coast Credit Union, will fill the role of board vice presi-

dent, while David Knowlton, supervising senior accountant at Carr, Riggs & Ingram, will be treasurer. The immediate

past president is Suzanne Sparling, executive director of communications at Eastern Florida State College.

Other board members are: Joyce Boudrie, community volunteer; Rochelle Lawandales, retired planning consultant;

Seth Riddle of Space Coast Credit Union; Scott Robinson of Eisenmenger, Robinson, Blaue & Peters, P.A.; and Greg

Smith of Parrish Medical Center.

2–1–1 Brevard is a nonprofit that operates a 24–hour helpline offering information, referral and crisis intervention.

Callers dial 2–1–1. Information also is available by texting a ZIP code to 898211 between 9 a.m. and midnight and via a

community resource database at www.211Brevard.org.
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Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘I need to report suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015

Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

SIX TWO YELLOW SPOTS
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Too much regulation has negative impact on business,
black leaders recommend ‘Minority Impact Assessments’

By Judy Kent (jkent@nationalcenter.org)
David W. Almasi (dalmasi@nationalcenter.org)
National Center for Public Policy Research

WASHINGTON — Excessive regulation stifles

economic growth and has a disproportionate negative

impact on small businesses, say members of the Project 21

black leadership network.

To prevent any new and unnecessary hardship because

of overregulation, Project 21’s “Blueprint for a Better Deal

for Black America” recommends reining in agenda–driven

government agencies by requiring “Minority Impact

Assessments” that pre–emptively determine and remedy

how new federal regulations might harm minority

communities.

“Regulations come at a cost. In the past, the govern-

ment has imposed regulations while only occasionally

assessing the associated costs to the overall economy. We

almost never ask if marginalized communities will be

impacted,” said Project 21 Co–Chairman Horace Cooper, a

former professor of constitutional law and senior counsel to

congressional leadership.

He added, “It’s time we start asking the Feds to

determine whether minorities and working–class citizens

will be helped or hurt before proceeding with new regula-

tions.”

Project 21’s Blueprint is a 57–point plan for removing

barriers blocking blacks from empowerment and ensuring

they have their chance to attain the American dream.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce estimates that federal

regulation costs the U.S. economy up to $1.9 trillion

annually in lost productivity and added expenses. It

further notes that the cost of regulation is 20% greater for

firms with 50 or fewer employees — the type of businesses

most commonly owned by black entrepreneurs.

As for regulatory impact on health and well–being,

Professor Ralph L. Keeny noted in the Journal of Risk and

Uncertainty: “Regulatory costs are paid by individuals,

which leaves them with less disposable income. Since

individuals on average use additional income to make

their lives safer and healthier, the regulatory costs lead to

higher mortality risks and fatalities. Cost–induced

fatalities disproportionately burden the poor and minori-

ties, particularly blacks.”

Project 21’s Blueprint also recommends rolling back

politically–motivated regulations that threaten public

safety, such as the Food and Drug Administration’s

regulation of smokeless tobacco products — which

threatens public health by keeping these safer alternatives

to cigarettes off the market — and Corporate Average Fuel

Economy (CAFE) standards, which have diminished the

safety of automobiles.

“Regulations made without proper care and oversight

can destroy jobs, increase energy costs and deny consumers

things that they want and even need,” said Project 21

member Derrick Hollie, the president of Reaching

America. “While government seeks to ensure development

doesn’t harm the environment, they should be at least as

careful in making sure their own rules don’t harm our

economy — particularly poor and minority communities

relying on any opportunity they can get.”

The Trump Administration is already re–examining

CAFE standards, having announced a rollback of the

Obama–era mandate of 54.5 miles per gallon by 2025. In a

letter to Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao and

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott

Pruitt, Project 21’s leadership wrote: “Excessive regulatory

costs that make products unaffordable are one of the most

significant non–racial obstacles to black economic

progress… Increasing black hardship and jeopardizing

driver safety for such a small payoff is simply irrational.”

This White House action was deemed “Blueprint Compli-

ant” by Project 21.

Project 21 has released its “Blueprint for a Better Deal

for Black America” recommendations for reforming

different policy areas each week since April. The entire

Blueprint is now available on its website.

Project 21 leaders have also briefed key staff at the

White House and congressional leadership about the 57

policy recommendations — covering education, criminal

justice, economics and more — that are available in the

Blueprint.

Project 21, a leading voice of black conservatives for

more than 25 years, is sponsored by the National Center

for Public Policy Research.

Founded in 1982, the National Center for Public Policy

Research is a non–partisan, free–market, independent

conservative think–tank. Ninety–four percent of its

support comes from some 60,000 individuals, less than

4 percent from foundations and less than 2 percent from

corporations.

Fidelity Bank’s Robert Good graduates from Graduate School of Banking at LSU
MERRITT ISLAND — Robert Good has graduated from the Graduate School of Banking at Louisiana State Univer -

sity, a major provider of advanced financial education in the United States.

Good, has been a Brevard County banker for more than 20 years. For more than four years, he has worked as the

senior vice president and chief lending officer at Fidelity Bank of Florida.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in finance from the University of Central Florida and his master’s degree in business

administration from Webster University.

In his position, Good manages a team of underwriters, business development personnel and lenders throughout

Brevard County and Central Florida.

Fidelity Bank of Florida said it “is proud to have such a seasoned, experienced executive officer like Good who dedi -

cates his time and efforts to professional development, so that he can better serve our customers.”

Open since 1990, Fidelity Bank of Florida specializes in being “large enough to serve you and small enough to know

you” with their personal and business banking services and products. Fidelity Bank of Florida serves Central Florida

from locations in Brevard and Seminole counties.

For more information on the bank’s services, call 452–0011.

‘Learn the Basics of Facebook and Messenger’ Aug. 8
The Catherine Schweinsberg Rood Central Library in Cocoa will host a technology class titled “Learn the Basics of

Facebook and Messenger” at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 8. The library’s address is 308 Forrest Ave. The class fee is $5.

To register for the class, call 633–1792.
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Apple Sandwiches
INGREDIENTS
2 small apples, cored and cut crosswise into 1/2-inch-thick rounds1 tsp. lemon juice, optional3 Tbsp. peanut or almond butter3 Tbsp. granola

2 Tbsp. of dark chocolate chips, raisins or dried cranberries (optional)

DIRECTIONS
Spread one side of half of the apple slices with peanut or almond butter, then sprinkle with granola and optional toppings. 

Top with remaining apple slices, pressing down gently to make the sandwiches. Transfer to napkins or plates and serve.
Tip: To keep your sliced apples from browning, soak them in a solution of one teaspoon 

salt to two cups water for ten minutes, then rinse the fruit to remove any salt.

HEALTHY EATING
Recipes to improve your  

wellness and health

Fun Shape Pasta Salad
INGREDIENTS

6 oz. pasta, any variety

1 heaping cup very small broccoli florets

1/2 cup corn kernels, fresh or frozen

1 small garlic clove, minced

1 Tbsp. red wine vinegar

3 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil

1/2 tsp. kosher salt and freshly ground 

black pepper

2 oz. reduced-fat cheddar cheese, 

shredded

2 oz. thick-sliced ham, cut into small 

cubes

1 scant cup cherry tomatoes, halved

1 Tbsp. chopped parsley (optional)

2 scallions, sliced (optional)

DIRECTIONS

Bring a medium pot of water to a boil. Add 

the pasta and cook according to package 

directions. About 30 seconds before the pasta 

is done, add the broccoli florets and corn 

kernels. Cook for 30 seconds and then drain 

into a colander. Run cold water over the pasta 

to stop the cooking. Keep the pasta draining 

in the colander while you make the dressing.

Whisk together the garlic, red wine vinegar, 

olive oil, 1/2 teaspoon salt, and a few grinds of 

black pepper.

Add the well-drained pasta, broccoli and corn 

to the bowl, along with the ham, cheese, 

tomatoes, parsley and scallions, if using. Toss 

together. Refrigerate in an airtight container 

for up to 5 days.
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Health First celebrates 30th anniversary of First Flight,
Central Florida’s only air–ambulance life–saving service

This September, First Flight will celebrate 30 years of serving the citizens of Brevard

County. First Flight is the only air ambulance that services the East Coast of Central

Florida and also responds to parts of Indian River and Osceola counties.

Since 1988, First Flight has saved thousands of lives. First Flight is based at the

Melbourne International Airport and is licensed by Florida’s Department of Health and

Rehabilitative Services to provide both pre–hospital and interfacility transport for adult

and pediatric patients.

Over the last 30 years of service, First Flight has:

l Rescued close to 20,000 patients

l Logged 16,500 flight hours

l Flown 1,732,500 miles

l Burned 1,072,500 gallons of fuel

First Flight has the capability to provide a variety of services, including:

l Pre–hospital trauma alerts initiated by local fire departments or law–enforcement

agencies

l Interfacility transports for rapid stabilization of multisystem trauma and complex

medical patients

l Trauma assistance for both adult and pediatric patients

l Advanced airway management procedures

l Specialized transport of cardiac patients that require Intra–Aortic Balloon Pump

Therapy, Impella device and transvenous pacemaker management

l Specialized transport of high–risk OB patients

l Stroke patients that require Interventional Radiology procedures

l Administer blood to critically ill patients

l Injury prevention and safety programs through community outreach

l Educating other health–care professionals

l Specialty physician referral

“When First Flight gets an emergency call and quickly responds to the scene of an

accident, you can be assured the finest and most highly skilled professionals are doing all

they can to save lives when seconds matter the most” said Brett Esrock, CEO of Health

First’s Holmes Regional Medical Center. “Health First is proud of First Flight and its 30

years of dedicated service to our community.”

In the very beginning, the flight program was named “Care Flight” and operated a

350S ASTAR helicopter. A few years later in 1995, Health First acquired Metro Aviation

as its vendor and that partnership continues today.

In 1999, Holmes Regional Medical Center became certified as a Level II Trauma

Center and First Flight’s call volume increased from roughly 400 flights per year to 855

flights per year. First Flight began operating in its current EC135 helicopter in 2000 and

in 2006, began carrying blood for critically ill and injured patients.

First Flight pilots and all crewmembers began wearing night–vision goggles in 2011

to make night time operations much safer. First Flight has always grown with the

community, upgrading its equipment and services as needed, to stay on top of the industry

standards to deliver high quality and safe care to the citizens of Brevard County.

To learn more about First Flight, visit HF.org.

Attorney General Pam Bondi and Drug Enforcement’s
Miami Field Division shut down pill mill in South Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Attorney General Pam Bondi and the Drug Enforcement

Administration’s Miami Field Division recently arrested a doctor and two office managers

on charges related to operating a pill mill.

According to a lengthy undercover investigation, Dr. Armando Falcon owned and

operated Pain Center of Cutler Bay, a pain management clinic in South Florida, as a cover

to illegally sell large quantities of prescription pain killers.

The investigation revealed that Dr. Falcon met with patients for less than two minutes

before writing prescriptions for approximately 150, 30 mg, oxycodone pills. Dr. Falcon only

accepted cash payments, saw between 20 to 25 patients a day and earned more than a

million dollars a year from this illegal activity. According to bank records obtained during

the investigation, Dr. Falcon used the cash proceeds from the clinic to purchase beach

apartments, boats, expensive cars and houses.

Authorities also arrested two of the clinics office managers, Claudia Centeno and

Reveka Karagianni, in connection to the illegal prescription drug sales. According to the

investigation, Centeno and Karagianni printed prescriptions for large quantities of

oxycodone usually before Dr. Falcon arrived at work–in an effort to expedite the process.

Each defendant faces charges of racketeering, conspiracy to commit racketeering,

trafficking oxycodone, money laundering, continuing a criminal enterprise, and structur-

ing transactions to evade reporting. As part of the investigation, the DEA conducted 16

undercover visits to the clinic. The Miami Dade Police Department assisted with the

arrests and investigation. Bondi’s office will prosecute the defendants.
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Dr. Andrea Spellman joins plastic
surgery group Clevens Face and
Body Specialists as a new Fellow

Dr. Ross Clevens, founder of Melbourne–based Clevens

Face and Body Specialists, recently announced that

Dr. Andrea Spellman has been selected as his Fellow in

Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.

Dr. Spellman was selected for this competitive yearlong

opportunity during which she will expand her expertise in

facial plastic surgery under the mentorship of Dr. Clevens.

Trained at Yale, Harvard Medical School and the Univer-

sity of Michigan, Dr. Clevens has practiced in Melbourne

for more than 20 years.

Dr. Spellman is the fourth surgical Fellow Dr. Clevens

has hosted for advanced training at his practice, which has

become a center for learning for new and seasoned facial

plastic surgeons alike to develop their skills in surgery and

practice management.

Dr. Spellman is board certified in otolaryngology and

facial plastic surgery by the American Osteopathic Board

of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery.

With nearly a decade of experience as a physician,

Dr. Spellman most recently practiced in South Florida

where she specialized in general otolaryngology, head and

neck surgery, and facial plastic surgery. Her advanced

training includes a surgical internship and residency in

otolaryngology and facial plastic surgery with Michigan

State University’s Beaumont Hospital, where she served

as chief resident.

She completed medical school at the Lake Erie College

of Osteopathic Medicine in Pennsylvania, where she was a

member of the honorary service fraternity Sigma Sigma

Phi. Before attending medical school, Dr. Spellman

graduated magna cum laude from the State University of

New York at Fredonia with a biology degree.

Dr. Spellman has pursued numerous continuing

education and research opportunities on topics of interest

to her including reconstructive surgery, rhinoplasty and

the role of collagen–stimulating soft tissue fillers for facial

rejuvenation. Dr. Spellman donated her time and surgical

skill as part of a medical mission trip throughout Guate-

mala that served 2,500 patients.

Dr. Spellman is now available to meet with patients in

consultation for cosmetic and reconstructive facial plastic

surgery procedures.

For more information or to schedule your confidential

consultation with Dr. Spellman, contact Clevens Face and

Body Specialists at 727–3223 to speak with a patient care

coordinator, or visit www.drclevens.com.

Rotondo ranked as top individual sales associate
The 2018 edition of REAL Trends Inc.’s “America’s Best

Real Estate Agents” has recognized Phil Rotondo as being

the most successful individual agent in Florida. This report

ranked the most productive residential agents and teams

by state based on closed sales volume and closed transac-

tions sides in 2017. Rotondo is affiliated with Coldwell

Banker Residential Real Estate’s Melbourne office.

Rotondo ranked No. 1 in Florida with 213 closed transac-

tion sides in 2017. “Congratulations to Phil for the

recognition as the top Florida real estate agent by transac-

tion sides by REAL Trends America’s Best. Phil’s expertise

and work ethic are a boon to his clients, and I am proud

that he is affiliated with this company,” said Clark Toole,

president of Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate in

Florida. To qualify for this elite list, teams needed 75

closed transaction sides or $30 million in closed sales. As

for individual agents, they were required to close at least

50 transactions or $20 million in sales volume for 2017.
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Steward cardiologist at Rockledge Regional implants
‘world’s smallest pacemaker’ into a patient’s heart

ROCKLEDGE — A new medical device about the size of a large vitamin and as

lightweight as a penny is changing the face of cardiac care for patients whose hearts beat

too slowly.

Steward Medical Group cardiologist Dr. Sujata Balulad, who is on the medical staff at

Rockledge Regional Medical Center, recently implanted the first device at the hospital.

“This is a wonderful breakthrough for patients,” said Dr. Balulad. “There’s no bump in

the chest and the patients can barely tell they have a pacemaker at all.”

Dr. Balulad implanted the Micra Transcatheter Pacing System, made by Medtronic,

into a patient’s heart at Rockledge Regional Medical Center in June.

The Micra is minimally invasive and is inserted into the heart’s right ventricle through

a vein in the patient’s groin. Dubbed the “world’s smallest pacemaker,” the Micra is about

one–tenth the side of a conventional pacemaker and delivers electrical pulses to the heart

directly, without leads.

Four tiny tines anchor the Micra in place and its battery will last for nine to 12 years.

Its size makes having the implant device more comfortable for the patient and the lack of

leads, or wires that conventional pacemakers use to carry electronic impulses to the heart,

means the device carries less risk of failing.

“This pacemaker cannot be implanted in all patients, but in the future, with advance-

ments in technology, we may be able to offer this to all the patients needing pacemakers,”

said Dr. Balulad. Additionally, the Micra, which was approved by the Food and Drug

Administration in April 2016, also reduces the infection rate for patients who have a high

risk of infection, she said.

“Rockledge Regional Medical Center is proud to introduce this revolutionary device for

patients who are medically appropriate to undergo the procedure,” said Andy Romine,

president of Rockledge Regional Medical Center. “Dr. Balulad’s talents and skills in

treating patients with the novel Micra pacemaker will serve to help many more patients

in the future.”

Pacemakers, including the Micra, were designed to treat a condition known as

bradycardia, in which the heart beats too slowly or in an irregular rhythm. Patients with

bradycardia often suffer dizziness, fatigue and other symptoms because the heart is

unable to pump enough oxygenated blood throughout the body. The pacemaker’s electrical

pulse regulates the heart’s rhythm, restoring a normal heart rate.

“The innovative technology our providers use is a hallmark of Steward Medical Group”

said Dr. Sanjay Shetty, president of the medical group. “We are constantly looking for

ways to enhance the care we provide to our patients and the use of the Micra pacemaker is

yet another example of breakthrough technology available to help our patients achieve

their highest quality of life.”

Dr. Balulad is a clinical cardiac electrophysiologist who is board certified in internal

medicine, cardiovascular disease and clinical cardiac electrophysiology. She came to the

Rockledge Regional Medical Center in August 2017. Before joining the Steward Medical

Group, Dr. Balulad completed a fellowship in clinical cardiac electrophysiology at the

Hemsley Center for Electrophysiology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, N.Y. She

earned her medical degree at Topiwala National Medical College in Mumbai, India.

Dr. Balulad practices at Heart Rhythm Associates, 119 Longwood Ave., in Rockledge.

She is accepting new patients and the office may be reached at 632–6963.

Emotions Dance announces nonprofit merger, and new
programs in Central Florida market; focus on teaching

Emotions Dance in the Orlando area has announced that its dance education center,

Emotions Dance Studio, will now be part of their 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

The professional contemporary company, founded in 2007 by Larissa Humiston,

focuses on social and environmental issues using contemporary dance. Emotions Dance

Studio, established in 2015, provides quality dance instruction for all ages.

“This merger allows Emotions Dance to expand its mission and reach into the Central

Florida community,” said Humiston. “Having a place to teach and nurture the next

generation of dancers seems like such a natural next step for us, and with a not–for–profit

training center, we are able to ensure that our focus remains on our programming,

teaching, and mission.”

The organization will now focus on professional and engaging performances with its

professional contemporary performance company, while also expanding its youth perfor-

mance company, EDC II. Classes for all ages and abilities will be offered at the studio,

including mommy and me classes, recreational classes, beginner through advanced adult

classes, and pre–professional training.

The organization will also offer competitive dance. “Although we are not a competition–

based studio, we want to be able to offer all types of opportunities to our dancers in

addition to our expanding programs,” said Humiston. “We are excited to also offer

competitive dance for the dancer who may want to explore this route on the local, state, or

national level.”
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Mindy Levy of Lite Rock named
chairwoman of the 2018 Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk

The American Cancer Society recently announced that

Mindy Levy of the Mike & Mindy Morning Show, WLRQ,

Lite Rock, 99.3, will be the chairperson for the 2018

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk to be held on

Saturday, Oct. 27, in Viera. “We are so very fortunate to

have Mindy as this year’s chairperson,” said Michelle

Oesterle of the American Cancer Society.

“Mindy, one of Brevard’s best–loved radio personalities,

has participated in Brevard County Making Strides events

since the first one was held on the Eastern Florida State

College (formerly Brevard Community College) campus in

2003 with about 500 individuals walking. Through her

work at Lite Rock, an annual media sponsor, coupled with

her passion for this event, Mindy has helped this event

grow to be the largest outdoor annual awareness and

fundraising walk with continued year–on–year growth to

over 8,000 participants each year.”

Behind Levy’s decision to volunteer with the ACS for

this particular cause is the fact that her family has been

touched directly with breast cancer. Two aunts were

diagnosed many years ago (now doing well), her husband

lost his mother to this disease when he was only 13 years

old, and most recently her sister–in–law lost her battle

with breast cancer a few years ago and left behind “three

wonderful teenagers.”

“I am honored to make a difference right here in our

community to increase awareness and help not only those

who have been diagnosed with this disease as well as the

families, friends, and loved ones of those diagnosed,” said

Levy. “The Brevard Walk gives our community an

inspiring opportunity to come together to honor breast

cancer survivors, raise funds, and increase awareness

about steps that can be taken to reduce the risk of getting

breast cancer.”

In the United States, each year close to 266,120 women

will be diagnosed with invasive breast cancer and roughly

2,550 men will be diagnosed. Thanks to work done by the

American Cancer Society, survival rates continue to

increase. Prevention, early detection, and treatment are

critical. To find out more about this event, visit

www.MakingStridesWalk.org/BrevardCountyFL.

Chris Struttmann to speak Aug. 22 at Groundswell
Chris Struttmann, the founder and director of engineer-

ing at ALTR, a software company, will be the featured

speaker at Groundswell Startups’ Founder Talk series,

which is held monthly. The event is from 5:30–7:30 p.m. on

Wednesday, Aug. 22, at Groundswell, 2412 Irwin St. in

Melbourne. Struttmann is an entrepreneur with a decade

of experience in software engineering and design. In 2014,

he founded ALTR looking to reinvent the traditional data

security model by introducing the first blockchain–powered

data security for the enterprise market. Founder Talks are

part of an ongoing monthly event series at Groundswell.

Every third Wednesday, the talks feature a different

entrepreneur telling their story in their own words.

Struttmann will give some insight on blockchain technol-

ogy, as well as his experiences and lessons learned on

building one of the first blockchain–powered cybersecurity

platforms for business. Groundswell is a coworking space

and business incubator facility where “Space Coast

entrepreneurs can build, collaborate, and thrive.”

Groundswell serves this mission through free workshops,

networking events and industry–expert mentorship

available to startups in the network. To make a reserva-

tion for the talk, visit Eventbrite.
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Please see ‘Special Art Special Hands,’ page 19

By Ken Datzman

Everyone loves art, whether it’s ceramics, drawing,

sculpture, painting, or another form.

And the Bridges Foundation, in a unique way, has

crafted a successful fundraising event around artwork.

Now in its third year, “Special Art Special Hands” has

been embraced by the community.

The event showcases the far–ranging creative talents

of clients involved in Bridges’ art–studio program.

Bridges is a nonprofit entity in Rockledge that has

served people with intellectual, developmental, and

physical disabilities for the last six decades.

The art program at Bridges was started by community

volunteer Ruthanne Heinly and her disabled son, Kyle

Heinly, about four years ago.

“We are really excited about how far it has come,” said

artist, musician, and writer Kyle Heinly, who has

cerebral palsy and epilepsy. “The program is something

special. It provides disabled people — and I think that is

the correct term to use nowadays — the opportunity to

build self–confidence and really feel like they are

contributing to the community.” Their artwork will be up

for sale at this event.

He added, “The participants in Bridges’ art program

get great satisfaction out of being involved in ‘Special Art

Special Hands.’ It gives them a sense of community and a

sense of pure joy. Hopefully, that is what the people who

attend the event will also get.”

“This event is incredibly unique in the region because

it actually involves the clients of Bridges,” said Chris

Myers, a member of the Special Art Special Hands event

committee.

“They play an integral role themselves in this

fundraiser. They are the ones who are producing the

artwork. So they know they are active participants in this

event, and that’s what sets off this fundraiser in the

area.”

Myers, who is the branch manager for CenterState

Bank in Melbourne, has been involved with Bridges for

years.

Bonnie Rudolph, the board chairwoman of Bridges,

said “it’s wonderful for our clients to be able to display

their art to the public and to feel good about some of the

things they’ve learned at Bridges.”

She continued, “The Bridges Foundation is an

amazing organization. All the board members are very

appreciative of the work of the Foundation. This is going

to be another exciting Special Art Special Hands event.”

Special Art Special Hands will be held from 6–9 p.m.

on Friday, Oct. 5, at Adventure HQ and The Backyard in

Palm Shores. The address is 5270 N. U.S. Highway 1.

Adventure HQ is a 33,000–square–foot facility that

features a wide variety of activities, such as rope–wall

climbing and bouldering, a ninja obstacle course, and the

“Crazy Climb” area. The business also offers fitness

classes.

The Adventure HQ and the building are owned by

entrepreneurs Frankie and Lois Pawley. Terry O’Grady

runs The Backyard, the 321 Escape Room, and the café

with his wife Tammy and son Tyler.

“We are thrilled to be hosting this event with the

O’Gradys for such an outstanding organization that’s

doing great work in Brevard County,” said Lois Pawley,

who is a member of the Special Art Special Hands event

committee along with Frankie Pawley.

Joining the Pawleys on the committee are: Akaila

Amara, Cindy Dropeski, Scott Eller, Buddy Favor, Jeff

Filipski, Bob Gabordi, Lori Levy, Ruthanne Heinly, Kyle

Heinly, Eric Hostetler, Mike McBride, Chris Myers, Gary

Neal, Jessica Neal, Bonnie Rudolph, Alec Russell, Monica

Shah, Rebecca Shireman, John Sluder, Debbie Thomas,

David Wilkison, and Carey Gleason.

“The process is a little easier this year because last

year’s committee and the one before it created a frame-

work that is now in place,” said Jessica André, who is co–

chairing the 2018 benefit with Hope Chanda. “I’m very

excited about the event and the fact that it has been

‘Special Art Special Hands’ set for Adventure HQ and The Backyard — Celebrity
Artist Mentors include Derek Gores, Fritz Van Eeden, Jeff Filipski, and Kyle Heinly

The third annual ‘Speical Art Special Hands’ fundraiser is set for Oct. 5 at Adventure HQ and The Backyard in Palm Shores. The event is put on by the Bridges Foundation in Rockledge. The committee
members include, from left: Lori Levy, Chris Myers, Bonnie Rudolph, Kyle Heinly, Jeff Filipski, Buddy Favor, Jessica André, Carey Gleason, Scott Eller, Lois Pawley, and Monica Shah. They are at Adventure
HQ in Palm Shores. Event sponsorships range from $500 to $5,000 and include various amenities at each suport level. Special Art Special Hands raises money for Bridges’ wide range of programs and
services. Bridges has served people with special needs in Brevard County for more than 60 years.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Surfside Playhouse, page 21

Surfside Playhouse shines in community theater arena — to open the season with
‘Blithe Spirit,’ a Noel Coward comedy; business partnership opportunities offered
By Ken Datzman

COCOA BEACH — As Surfside

Playhouse Inc. prepares for its 2018–2019

slate of shows in its comfortable 250–seat

community theatre, the organization is

looking to build on the uplifting momen-

tum of recent past seasons.

Surfside Playhouse on Ramp Road has

been seeing strong patron support for its

mix of shows put on by artistic director

and UCF liberal arts graduate Bryan

Bergeron, a community theater veteran

who has worked in just about every area

of the field.

“In the last three years, we have seen

a considerable increase in the number of

patrons attending shows at Surfside

Playhouse,” said Dr. Kate Schwartz, a

longtime educator and administrator who

is the newly elected president of Surfside

Playhouse board of directors.

“In fact, several of the shows have sold

out. We strive to present outstanding

community theater in a fun environment.

We like to be known as the ‘fun’ commu-

nity theater. People come to Surfside and

have a good time. I think they know we

are doing everything to make their

experience a very positive one.”

She said Surfside Playhouse not only

draws people from the beachside commu-

nities, but also from around Brevard

County.

“Beachside residents are very support-

ive of our shows, but we’re also attracting

people from Melbourne and West

Melbourne and Palm Bay, and other

areas of the county. Our theater has a

rich history and we’re promoting the

Playhouse in different ways, including

the use of social media and our website.”

Next year, Surfside Players will mark

its 60th year of performances. In May of

1959, their first production — “The Moon

is Blue” — was presented at the Cocoa

Beach Fire House.

In following years, Surfside Players

staged their shows at the Fire House, in

churches and motels and even on the

beach. In early January of 1963, ground

was broken for Surfside Playhouse. The

facility opened in April of that year.

“We have tried over the years to

provide a wide range of programming,

something for everyone who enjoys

community theater, be it a comedy, a

musical, a drama, or a show that involves

audience participation,” said Schwartz.

Surfside also has a children’s program

and it has been growing. “The Surfside

Youth Theatre Summer Program has

really grown in the last few years and

we’re proud of that. We had about 100

young people participate in the after–

school program this past season. So that’s

really encouraging.”

Schwartz earned her doctorate degree

from UCF and once taught a drama

student at Edgewater High School in

Orlando who went on to stardom.

Howie Dorough of the Backstreet Boys

was one of her students years ago at

Edgewater High. “He had a lot of talent

as a youngster and a lot of energy,” she

said. Dorough is now a Brevard County

resident and real estate developer.

Currently, he is developing Flores de

la Costa Condominiums on Turtle Beach

Lane in Cocoa Beach. Dorough is teaming

with Charles Boyd Construction Inc. on

the project, which is being marketed by

Sand Dollar Realty.

Schwartz has served on the Surfside

Playhouse board for the past two years.

But her association with the organization

goes back nearly 20 years.

“I performed at Surfside Playhouse in

the early 1990s and later my husband

was the tech director there. So our roots

in community theater in Brevard go way

back.”

Her first role with Surfside Players

was playing Diana in the comedy “Lend

Me a Tenor.”

She and her husband lived in a

number of places, including Washington,

D.C., and Virginia, and on the other coast

of Florida, before retiring and moving

back to Brevard in 2014.

“We thought about where we wanted

to live, the things we like to do, and

Surfside played into our decision. It was a

big part of our decision because we

greatly enjoy community theater. We

have a lot of memories of Surfside and

we’ve made a lot of friends through

Surfside. We want to help it to flourish in

the community.”

She added, “We have very accessible

community theater in Brevard County,

unlike many of the areas where we have

lived through the years.”

Over the last several years, Surfside

Playhouse has made improvements to its

facility. The upgrades include the lobby

area, which has new carpeting and other

features. The lobby is very inviting with

its new look. The facility also has a new

air–conditioning system.

“We want people to have a comfortable

experience when they come to Surfside,”

said Schwartz, who is a writer and an

education and nonprofit consultant.

“We are trying to make upgrades

across the board, including to the

structure, like roofing repairs. We want to

let people know that we are being good

stewards of our beloved Surfside Play-

house and good stewards in the commu-

nity as well.”

The Surfside Players will kick off its

new season with Noel Coward’s “Blithe

Spirit.” Performances of that show are set

for Sept. 14–Sept. 23.

This comedy hit of the London and

Broadway stages by the great Coward

introduces the audience to a “fussy,

cantankerous” novelist Charles

Condomine, remarried, but haunted by

the ghost of his late first wife, the clever

and insistent Elvira, who is called up by a

visiting “happy medium,” one Madame

Arcati.

As the personalities clash, Charles’

current wife, Ruth, is accidentally killed,

and “passes over,” joining Elvira, and the

two “blithe spirits” haunt the hapless

Charles into perpetuity.

Longtime educator and administrator Dr. Kate Schwartz is the newly elected board president of
Surfside Playhouse Inc. in Cocoa Beach. Her involvement with Surfside Players goes back many years.
She worked in Washington, D.C., and other areas before returning to Brevard in 2014. Schwartz said
she has made many friends through her involvement with Surfside.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Newly discovered shark species honors pioneer
Clark; FIT’s Daly–Engel helps confirm species

By Adam Lowenstein
adam@fit.edu
Florida Tech News Bureau
Florida Institute of Technology

Eugenie Clark was a pioneer in shark

biology, known around the world for her

illuminating research on shark behavior.

But she was a pioneer in another critical

way, as one of the first women of promi-

nence in the male–dominated field of

marine biology.

Fondly labeled the “Shark Lady,”

Clark, who founded Mote Marine

Laboratory and continued studying fishes

until she passed away in 2015 at age 92,

will now be recognized with another

distinction: namesake of a newly

discovered species of dogfish shark.

The species, named Squalus clarkae,

also known as Genie’s Dogfish, was

identified from the Gulf of Mexico and

western Atlantic Ocean. The confirmation

of this new species was recently reported

in the journal “Zootaxa.”

Florida Institute of Technology

assistant professor and shark biologist

Toby Daly–Engel was among the paper’s

four authors, along with marine scientists

Mariah Pfleger of Oceana, the lead

author and Daly–Engel’s former graduate

student, and Florida State University’s

Dean Grubbs and Chip Cotton.

Before their findings, researchers

labeled this species of dogfish shark

Squalus mitsukurii. However, using new

genetic testing and morphology, the study

of an organism through physical appear-

ance, they discovered and classified

Genie’s Dogfish as a new species.

“Deep–sea sharks are all shaped by

similar evolutionary pressure, so they end

up looking a lot alike,” Daly–Engel said.

“So, we rely on DNA to tell us how long a

species has been on its own, evolution-

arily, and how different it is.”

“This type of research is essential to

the conservation and management of

sharks, which currently face a multitude

of threats, from overfishing and bycatch,

to the global shark fin trade,” added

Pfleger, marine scientist for the respon-

sible fishing and sharks campaigns at

Oceana. “Many fisheries around the

world are starting to fish in deeper and

deeper waters and unfortunately, much

less is known about many of the creatures

that live in the deep. The first step to

successfully conserving these species that

live in deeper waters, like Genie’s

Dogfish, is finding out what is down there

in the first place.”

For Daly–Engel, the discovery goes

beyond science.

At an early age, she was drawn to

Clark and her books. As Daly–Engel

advanced in her career, she saw Clark’s

impact as one of the early members of the

American Elasmobranch Society, a group

Daly–Engel later joined and through

which she met Clark.

“She is the mother of us all,” Daly–

Engel said. “She was not just the first

female shark biologist, she was one of the

first people to study sharks.”

The feeling rings true for Pfleger, as

well. “Dr. Clark was a trailblazer for

women in shark biology. Her work

showed me that it was possible to make

my mark in a male–dominated field. This

paper is a perfect example of how her

career has influenced multiple genera-

tions of women in science: the first author

is a woman who graduated from a

woman–led lab.”

“Genie was aptly nicknamed the

‘Shark Lady’ because her shark research

was so innovative and she was dedicated

to teaching the truth about sharks,” said

Robert Hueter, Ph.D., director of the

Center for Shark Research at Mote. “Not

only was she responsible for establishing

Mote’s legacy of more than 60 years in

shark research, but also, her discoveries

inspired people around the world to

develop a sense of eagerness and passion

for understanding and ultimately

protecting these fascinating animals.”

As founding director of Mote Marine

Laboratory, Clark was very familiar with

the Gulf of Mexico. For a trailblazer in

the world of shark biology, it is fitting

that the new species of shark would be

named after her, Daly–Engel said.

“Genie established Mote, and she lived

on the Gulf of Mexico coast,” she said.

“She did a lot to advance our understand-

ing of marine biodiversity there. So

naming the dogfish shark from the Gulf

of Mexico after her is the most appropri-

ate thing in the world.”

Space Coast Early Intervention Center Open House Aug. 11
Space Coast Early Intervention Center in Melbourne will host an Open House and

Meet–and–Greet event from 9–11 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 11. The school’s address is

3790 Dairy Road. The event is for parents of existing students and parents interested in

learning about the school. Students will have the opportunity to meet their new teacher

and participate in some fun activities. The parents can also talk with the teachers, pick

up school lists, and meet other parents. Light refreshments will be served. Space Coast

Early Intervention Center offers a unique inclusion program that provides equal

learning opportunities for all children, regardless of their ability, to ensure they receive

the academic and social skills needed to succeed in life. For more information about the

Open House, call the school at 729–6858.
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Phoenix Foundation of Central Florida impacts
lives of youth in the region through education

By Ken Datzman

MERRITT ISLAND — The Phoenix

Foundation of Central Florida has been

impacting the lives of young people in a big

way through its scholarship awards

program.

Recently, the organization expanded

and now funds specific teacher grants for

educators at Brevard Public Schools.

The Phoenix Foundation was estab-

lished in 2012 by businessman Patrick

Tubbs, who grew up in Brevard County

and is a UCF graduate.

“Patrick was raised on Merritt Island

and attended public schools in Brevard. He

is a great believer in the power of education

and the importance of music and theater in

education,” said Carla Smith, the Phoenix

Foundation administrator who has been

with the organization since its inception.

“I believe in the mission to afford young

people the opportunity to recreate them-

selves while pursuing their education

goals,” she added.

Since 2013, The Phoenix Foundation

has awarded $100,000 per year in student

scholarships, with most of the money going

to Brevard Public School students. This

past year the organization granted 23

scholarships.

In the fall of 2017, Tubbs expanded The

Phoenix Foundation to include a new

chapter, “Morning Glow.” This initiative

provides grants to Brevard Public School

teachers working directly in the fields of

music and theater.

“After five years of granting student

scholarships, we decided to expand the

Foundation,” said Smith. “Morning Glow

was designed to provide much–needed

funds to supplement the current budget for

enhancement to the BPS music and

theater programs.”

She said her organization talked to

several BPS administrators, teachers and

directors to see if they “had suggestions for

needs that we could consider. Unani-

mously, the first program that was

mentioned was the Summer Fine Arts

Theatre Workshop. It has always been

near to our hearts. So, we were excited to

be able to help bring this incredible

program back.”

The long–running program ended in

2010 because of funding cuts from the

school district and the state.

“We truly believe that this experience

impacts a multitude of students in

transformative ways,” said Smith. “Unlike

other such programs, the Summer Fine

Arts Theatre Workshop has no registration

cost and transportation is provided so

potentially all BPS students entering

grades nine through 12 could be impacted.”

Cindy Johnson, the BPS music resource

teacher for K–12 was able to “put all the

pieces of the Summer Fine Arts Theatre

Workshop together in an incredibly short

period of time in order to be able to provide

this experience during the summer of 2018.

Her hard work and dedication to this

program are invaluable to us,” said Smith.

Additionally, The Phoenix Foundation

decided to provide teacher grants for BPS

music and theater educators. The grants

will be awarded twice a year.

“In January, we made our first awards

by granting 11 proposals totaling roughly

$45,000,” said Smith. “These grants went

to music and theater teachers from

elementary through high school. We will be

making awards again in the fall and hope

to be able to provide as much as $100,000

per year.”

The Phoenix Foundation has a

Facebook page. Anyone interested in

learning more about the student scholar-

ships, teacher grants, or the Summer Fine

Arts Workshop Theatre Workshop, can

visit the page for updated information.

“This year we will be putting out a

series of motivational and inspirational

quotes from our current scholarships

recipients,” said Smith.

Mac Miller to perform at CFE Arena in Orlando, special guests
ORLANDO — Mac Miller, an American rapper, singer and record producer, will be

bringing The Swimming Tour to CFE Arena for a performance at 7 p.m. on Friday,

Nov. 16. Joining him will be special guests Thundercat and J.I.D.

Tickets for the concert are available through Ticketmaster.com, Ticketmaster outlets,

by calling (800) 745–3000 or at the CFE Arena Box Office.

Sign up for the CFE Arena Cyber Club to receive all the information you need about

this event and others at www.CFEArena.com.

Today, Miller is back to share a new song. “What’s The Use?” was featured as the

World Record on Zane Lowe’s “Beats 1” show and follows “Self Care” and “Small Worlds”

as the latest offering from his upcoming album “Swimming.”

The Spectra managed CFE Arena is home to the UCF men’s and women’s basketball

programs, as well as concerts, family shows and other attractions for the Central Florida

area. Visit www.CFEArena.com for more information on upcoming events.

Spectra is an industry leader in hosting and entertainment, partnering with clients to

create “memorable experiences” for millions of visitors every year. Spectra’s blend of

integrated services delivers “value” for clients through various areas of expertise, includ-

ing venue management, food services and hospitality, and partnerships. Its web address is

SpectraExperiences.com.
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Space Foundation’s new report reveals global space economy
valued at $383.5 billion in 2017; the e–book version on sale

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — The

Space Foundation has released the

findings of its publication “The Space

Report 2018: The Authoritative Guide to

Global Space Activity.”

The Space Report is the definitive body

of information about the global space

industry. The findings in the 2018 report

revealed that in 2017, the global space

economy totaled $383.5 billion worldwide.

Also, during 2017:

l Seven countries/agencies spent more

than $1 billion on space

l The U.S. share of global governmental

space spending was 57 percent

l There was a 7 percent increase in the

number of orbital launch attempts

worldwide

l The U.S. share of global orbital launch

activities was 33 percent

l There was a 100 percent increase in

the total number of spacecraft deployed

and a 200 percent increase in the number

of commercial spacecraft deployed

l The U.S. share of global spacecraft

deployed was 65 percent

The Space Report e–book is published

annually by the Space Foundation, using

in–house industry analysts to research and

analyze government and industry trends in

space activity.

The e–book version of The Space Report

2018 is now available for purchase. The

price remains $399 per individual, and site

licenses are available.

The Space Foundation offers an online

service that provides subscribers with

access to all the research conducted for The

Space Report dating back to 2005, as well

as new data sets that have never appeared

in the report. This website provides users

with updates throughout the year, as well

as customizable charts and downloadable

data for further analysis.

For access to daily activity updates and

comprehensive space–industry informa-

tion, subscribe to The Space Report Online.

A 24–hour pass is $35, and an annual

subscription is less than $10 per day.

Corporate and university packages are

offered. Purchases can be made online at

www.TheSpaceReport.org.

Global Alliance for Banking on Values passes
50–member milestone, welcomes new members

Nine years after the Global Alliance for Banking on Values was founded in The

Netherlands by three pioneer banks with the initial nine affiliates, the organization

passed the 50–member milestone in the second quarter 2018.

It officially welcomed seven new members committed to the #BankingOnValues

movement. The new members of the Global Alliance and the #BankingOnValues move-

ment are:

l Banco Popular de Honduras: bancopopular.hn (Honduras)

l CARD Bank: cardbankph.com (The Philippines)

l Charity Bank: charitybank.org (UK)

l Cooperative Bank of Karditsa: bankofkarditsa.gr/ . (Greece)

l Dai–Ichi–Kangyo Credit Union: dkb.co.jp (Japan)

l ESAF Small Finance Bank:esafbank.com (India)

l Umweltbank: umweltbank.de (Germany)

“We are also happy to announce the latest partners to join our alliance in the last

quarter: CARE International, The Institute for Social Banking (ISB) and Fundación

Avina,” said Dr. Marcos Eguiguren, executive director of the GABV.

At the end of June 2018, the GABV family officially consisted of 54 members and 10

supporting partners.

“At this time, I am very happy to see that the GABV has grown into a truly interna-

tional alliance gathering more than 50 members from all around the world,” he said.

“Achieving and surpassing this milestone is truly incredible. I am pleased to see the

growth in the number of supporting partners who will work with us to achieve a healthier

financial system.”

He continued, “With each new member joining our movement, we get a unique

perspective and expertise on how to use finance to create positive economic, social and

environmental impact for the individuals, organizations and communities we serve. We

continue to be role models for change by educating and influencing other financial

institutions to adopt the triple bottom line approach and to help clients and consumers

make good choices.

Founded in 2009, the GABV is a not–for–profit organization and independent network

of banks and banking cooperatives. They have a shared mission to use finance to deliver

sustainable economic, social and environmental development.

Visit www.GABV.org/ to learn more about the organization.

Town Hall meeting set Aug. 28 at Satellite Beach Library
A City of Satellite Beach Town Hall meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 28,

at the Satellite Beach Public Library. The library’s address is 751 Jamaica Blvd. For more

details on the meeting, call the library at 779–4004. The meeting is open to the public.
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Lockheed Martin signs on as the title sponsor of the new
Astronaut Training Experience at KSC Visitor Complex

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER —

Lockheed Martin has signed on to become

the title sponsor for the Astronaut Training

Experience (ATX), the newest attraction at

NASA’s Kennedy Space Center Visitor

Complex.

The ATX center uses immersive

simulation technology to transport

participants to Mars, train them to live and

work in the harshest environments and

teach them what it’s like to travel to the

Red Planet, using real NASA science to

address engineering challenges. The

announcement was made by Therrin

Protze, chief operating officer of the

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.

“The ATX Center gives participants a

chance to train like an astronaut, perform

real NASA science experiments, and

contribute to data that will be used in the

field,” said Protze. “Lockheed Martin is the

perfect partner because of its mission to

enable the future by solving the great

problems of modern times. It is fitting that

this experience at NASA’s Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex is supported by a

company with a rich history of space

exploration and technological innovation.”

The Astronaut Training Experience

boasts the most high–tech, hands–on

activities available at Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex through two

distinct programs: Astronaut Training

Experience, and Mars Base 1. Astronaut

Training Experience provides an opportu-

nity for visitors to train like an astronaut

preparing for a mission to Mars. Mars Base

1 provides participants with a chance to

live on Mars, as “rookie astronauts,” while

performing base operations along with real

science experiments and engineering tasks.

“We are excited to become the title

sponsor for the Astronaut Training

Experience and share Lockheed Martin’s

expertise in human spaceflight and

decades of exploring Mars and our solar

system with the generation that will

actually walk on Mars for the first time,”

said Lisa Callahan, vice president and

general manager of commercial civil space

at Lockheed Martin Space. “Featuring the

Orion spacecraft, which we are building for

NASA, the ATX puts young space enthusi-

asts in an immersive environment and lets

them train and work together, including

launching and flying Orion into deep space.

It’s a great experience!”

Located in the heart of Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex, Astronaut

Training Experience activities are designed

with a focus on problem solving, communi-

cation and collaboration, making them

ideal for team building in an interesting

and inspirational environment. The

programs, which are led by expertly

trained educators, feature realistic science

and engineering applications, and balance

virtual reality with physical experience.

To kick off the sponsorship, Lockheed

Martin is loaning the Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex a full–scale mock–

up of an interactive deep space habitat.

Lockheed Martin is working with NASA

under its NextSTEP program to develop a

prototype of a lunar orbiting habitat for

NASA’s Gateway. Visitors will be able to

walk through the mock–up display and see

concepts of how astronauts will soon work

in orbit around the Moon. The mock–up

will be on display through the summer.

For more information or to book a visit,

go to www.KennedySpaceCenter.com.

Tickets for all–inclusive Brevard Zoo event are now on sale
Music from nine diverse bands and artists, unlimited food from Brevard County’s most

popular restaurants and numerous open bars await attendees of Brevard Zoo’s ninth

annual “Jazzoo” event. The fundraiser, which supports the Brevard Zoo’s animal wellness,

conservation and education programs, will take place from 7–11 p.m. on Saturday, Nov 3,

at the Brevard Zoo in Viera.

Popular venues such as a sports bar, cigar lounge and “food–truck alley” will all return

and be part of Jazzoo.

Enhanced this year is the VIP Premium Club, open to sponsors and guests who

purchase the Premium ticket package. This private area, which opens one hour before the

event begins, includes exclusive, high–end cuisine and top–shelf libations.

Premium Club guests will also enjoy live music from one of Florida’s most highly

regarded bands, the Katz Downstairz, in an intimate, club–like setting. Other benefits

include animal encounters, designated bathrooms and onsite parking.

The Platinum ticket package grants guests access to an additional event at the

Brevard Zoo’s Nyami Nyami River Lodge the evening prior, a party with performances

and interviews with headliners Jackiem Joyner and Amanda Shaw.

Preferred and general admission is also available at a lower price. Tickets, which start

at $75 per person, are on sale at www.brevardzoo.org/jazzoo. Group and early bird

discounts are available through Sept. 30. Guests must be 21 years of age or older.

Jazzoo is presented by Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery and signature

sponsors the Donald M. Marumoto Charitable Fund, Satcom Direct, Christopher Burton

Luxury Homes and Holiday Builders.

The Brevard Zoo is home to more than 900 animals representing 195 species from all

over the world.

As a not–for–profit organization, it is “a leader in the fields of animal wellness,

education and conservation.” More information is available at www.BrevardZoo.org.
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Boca West Children’s Foundation
funding helps 1,200 low–income
children to attend summer camp

BOCA RATON — Boca West Children’s Foundation,

which provides grants and volunteers to 25 local nonprofit

children’s organizations, is providing funding, as well as

instructors and volunteers, so that 1,200 underserved kids

can attend six different summer programs.

The summer programs include a five–week tennis camp

held at Boca West Country Club, a two–week golf program,

also held there, and Florida Atlantic University’s Summer

Band Camp.

“Camps and after school programs funded by Boca West

Children’s Foundation make a real difference in the lives of

the kids that attend. The Foundation does a great job of

providing underserved kids with the opportunity to attend

fun learning activities during the summer, which helps us

keep these kids out of gangs in Palm Beach County,”

Sheriff Ric Bradshaw said.

Safe Sun Foundation, a nonprofit led by Fran Nachlas,

donated hats and sun protection for the golf, tennis, and

sleep–away camps. Yvonne & Don Ackerman provided

sleeping bags to the children attending sleep away camp.

More than 200 children from the Wayne Barton Study

Center, Boys & Girls Club, Caridad Center and Florence

Fuller Child Development Centers (East and West

campuses) are attending tennis camp at Boca West

Country Club’s tennis center this summer. Each child will

receive new tennis shoes, an outfit and lunch each day.

Hook A Kid On Golf, America’s most comprehensive

national youth golf program, will introduce 25 kids from

the Wayne Barton Study Center and 25 kids from the Boys

& Girls Club to golf.

“Being able to provide the comfort of a warm, good

night’s sleep to a child and a sense of emotional safety is

my way of letting them know they are cared for and loved.

It is my way of sharing what I know was a blessed life and

paying it forward,” Yvonne Ackerman said.

Boca West Children’s Foundation is also sponsoring two

music camp programs for children at risk. Because of this

funding, the FAU’s Summer Band Camp will host 200

economically disadvantaged students, and the Nat King

Cole Generation Hope Summer Strings Program will be

able to send 200 students to spend a week with students of

the Lynn University Philharmonia.

The Foundation is also sponsoring 160 “camperships” to

allow children from the Boys & Girls Club and SOS

Children Villages to go to sleep away camp at Camp

Winona and Camp Wewa, each affiliated with the YMCA.

Each participant will receive swim goggles, a sleeping bag

and duffle bag.

For more information on Boca West Children’s Founda-

tion, visit www.BocaWestFoundation.org.

PMC offers free presentation on cancer
Parrish Medical Center is offering a community health

presentation on cancer as part of its HealthBridge series.

“Cancer: Prevention, Screenings and Treatment” is

scheduled from 12–1:30 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 9, at

Parrish Healthcare Center, 390 Challenger Road in Port

Canaveral. The event is free of charge, but space is limited.

For more information and to register for the program, call

268–6110 or visit parrishhealthcare.com/events. Cancer is

a leading cause of death in the United States, second only

to heart disease. Registered nurse Shannon Luker, a

Parrish Cancer Navigator, will share her knowledge and

expertise about cancer at the event. Attendees will learn

about lifestyle changes that can reduce their risk, the

importance of screenings and Parrish’s cancer center.
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‘Special Art Special Hands’
Continued from page 12

gaining visibility in the community each year.”

“I had the privilege of volunteering at last year’s event

and just really embraced what Bridges is doing as an

organization,” added Scott Eller of Rock Paper Simple, a

graduate of Full Sail University with a degree in film and

video production. “I’m happy to be involved in this year’s

event. Bridges is a great community organization.”

The Special Art Special Hands program will include

food and beverages, raffles, artwork, and music.

“This fundraising event is put on by an amazing group

of community leaders, with Jessica André and Hope

Chanda serving as the co–chairwomen this year,” said

Carey Gleason, executive director of the Bridges Founda-

tion, the fundraising organization for Bridges.

“This year’s program has a different twist in that we

will have ‘Celebrity Artist Mentors’ Derek Gores, Fritz

Van Eeden, Jeff Filipski, and Kyle Heinly, taking part in

the event, which will feature the unique artwork of the

clients of Bridges’ studio–art program. The clients will be

working with our Celebrity Artist Mentors to produce

some exquisite art for this event. It’s going to be a fun

evening. We are looking for more sponsors to be part of

Special Art Special Hands and really help make the event

a big success,” added Gleason.

Sponsorships range from $500 to $5,000 and include

amenities at each support level. For example, the $500

Norman Rockwell Sponsorship includes four reservations

for the event and logo and name recognition for your

business.

For more details on being a sponsor for Special Art

Special Hands, contact Gleason at 690–3467 or send an

email to CGleason@MyBridges.org.

The sponsors, as of press time, include: Georgia

O’Keefe, Ron Jon Surf Shop, Intercoastal Insurance Inc.,

Berman Hopkins Wright & LaHam, CPAs and Associ-

ates, Florida Eye Associates, Health First Inc., Dick and

Ann Kessel, Malcolm and Jane Kirschenbaum, Margo

Lozito, Raymond and Mary Carol Poynter, Bob Waters,

and Nick and Donn Witek.

The event has also received donations from Rebecca

Crook, Delores Diiulio, Eulan and Colleen Middlebrooks,

Bill and Lisa Troner, and Ralph and Theresa Paylor.

One of the Celebrity Mentor Artists, Jeff Filipski, is a

local artist who works with clients in Bridges’ art

program. He volunteers his time as a mentor. A former

U.S. Navy Seabee, Filipski has a bachelor’s of fine arts

degree from the State Univeristy of New York at Buffalo.

“Everybody has art inside them and it’s all waiting to

be let out. And you can see this with the clients at

Bridges. They really open up when they are working on

art. You can see their eyes light up. They are working

with a bit of added joy because they are able to express

themselves through their art which, perhaps, they hadn’t

been able to do in the past. The art process shouldn’t be

controlled. With art, you have to unleash your creative-

ness, and that’s what the clients do at Bridges,” he said.

Filipski added that Special Art Special Hands

“presents an opportunity for the artists at Bridges to

expand their horizons and really enjoy themselves in the

process.”

Kyle Heinly does abstract expressionism painting. “I

started painting about seven years ago and I am mostly

self–taught. The clients in Bridges art program are

taught to express themselves in a way in which they feel

most comfortable. I think that is more liberating than

just being instructed to do a particular piece of work.”

Abstract expressionism is a term applied to a move-

ment in American painting that flourished in New York

City after World War II. It’s sometimes referred to as the

“New York School” or, more narrowly, as “action painting.

Abstract expressionists are best known for their large–

scale paintings that break away from traditional pro-

cesses. “I just love doing abstract expressionism paint-

ings,” said Kyle Heinly. “Pablo Picasso was one of the first

abstract expressionists. I am really anxious to see what

will come out of the collaborations at this event because

we will have different styles of art.”

He added, “The only way I can describe the artwork of

Bridges’ clients is that it’s ‘pure magic’ because it’s

unfiltered. It’s just pure freedom of expression. Big and

colorful indeed.”

Art enhances lives in many ways, especially for people

with disabilities. Nearly 28 million U.S. adults have some

type of disability related to hearing, sight, cognition,

walking, and other activities of daily life, according to a

report by the federal government.

Art gives people a platform to express their feelings,

use their creativity, and narrate their life story in some

fashion.

Adults with disabilities are just as likely as all

Americans to create visual art and do creative writing.

Bridges has long championed the idea that people of

all abilities should be included in all aspects of the arts.

“In 2017, Bridges was named Florida Today’s ‘Organi-

zation of the Year,’ as part of its Volunteer Recognition

awards program. We’re very proud of that honor. Bridges

has been providing programs and services for those with

special needs in our community for over 63 years,” said

Gleason.

Catholic Schools
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Aaron, Simpson and Taylor
to entertain Sept. 22 in the
Studio Theatre at King Center

The King Center and Brevard Music Group will

showcase Blake Aaron, Brian Simpson and Paul Taylor in

concert at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 22. The King

Center is in Melbourne. Their concert will be in the Studio

Theatre.

Aaron, a multifaceted guitarist, composer, producer and

media personality, draws on a lifetime of diverse musical

influences to create a masterful fusion of jazz, R&B, soul,

rock, blues and Latin sounds. The Southern California–

based Aaron creates his most expansive, fully expressive

collection yet, artfully alternating his lead voice between

three of his favorite guitars: the D’Angelico hollow body,

the Fender Stratocaster and the Cordoba Nylon string.

Aaron’s fans have long been entertained by his multi–

guitar approach in his live performances where he’ll set up

his nylon string guitar on a stand while the Strat or hollow

body is strapped around his shoulder — allowing for some

amazing switch offs during the same song.

Inspired keyboardist, composer, prolific studio musician

and producer Simpson is “a master of all he purveys.” His

eloquent approach to playing, sophisticated harmonics

sense, bluesy overtones, R&B flavor and keen sense of how

to craft a song that stands the test of time, have made him

the go–to man for many. Through the years, Simpson has

been revered for his unparalleled ability to compose

unforgettable melodies and irresistible grooves. Simpson’s

soulful approach to music has made him first call for many

including, Janet Jackson, Teena Marie, George Duke,

Stanley Clarke and Dave Koz. A chart–topping musical

chameleon who wrote the No. 1 R&B hit “The First Time,”

for Surface in the 1990s, Simpson has a knack for churning

out timeless anthems. Simpson’s latest release, “Persua-

sion,” should further “assert him as one of the most

thrilling and innovative pioneers on the contemporary jazz

scene.”

Saxophonist Taylor has more than 10 albums of non–

stop hit making, thousands of charismatic performances

worldwide and years of setting new standards for the sonic

possibilities of contemporary urban jazz. Taylor has been a

groundbreaking force among the sax elite in the genre

since his hit 1995 debut, “On The Horn.” His 2014 No. 1 hit

“Supernova” continued the exhilarating upswing he has

been enjoying since he started his second decade as an

artist with Ladies’ Choice — his first No. 1 on the Billboard

Contemporary Jazz Albums Chart.

“Burnin,’” the title track from his 2009 album, hit No.

1on the airplay charts, and “Push To Start,” from Prime

Time, hit the pole position on the Smooth Jazz Songs

chart.

Tickets for this concert may be purchased by visiting

kingcenter.com or by calling 242–2219. Tickets are also

aveailable at www.BrevardMusicGroup.com.

Derek Gores to conduct drawing workshop
Derek Gores Gallery in the Eau Gallie Arts District of

Melbourne will host a “Wet n’ Wild Drawing Workshop”

from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 15. Attendees

will learn how to develop an “intuitive touch” in your

drawing and painting. Using water and charcoal, you’ll

enhance your “speed, accuracy and sensitivity.” Instructor

Gores recommends wet drawing as the perfect bridge

between drawing and painting. The subject matter will

include abstract, spatial drawing, and the figure (model

provided). The workshop is open to all, from beginners to

experienced artists. The workshop fee is $175. To register

for the workshop, email Projects@DerekGores.com.
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construction projects.
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Surfside Playhouse
Continued from page 13

Coward’s comedies were clearly on the edge and

ahead of their time. He dealt with issues others were

afraid to confront and did so with a flair for language and

an unmatchable wit.

Coward is best known for “The Vortex” (1924),

“Private Lives” (1930), “In Which We Serve” (1942), “The

Happy Road” (1944), “Blithe Spirit (1945), and “Brief

Encounter” (1945).

“This production is going to be a great way to start the

new season. ‘Blithe Spirit’ is set in London. Every show

that Bryan (Bergeron) directs for Surfside is special. He

always does great work and makes everything so

interesting,” said Schwartz.

Community theater has been a way of life for pro-

ducer and director Bergeron. He started as a student

assistant in college, working his way up to assistant

manager and then manager. Early in his career,

Bergeron became a theater manager at Brevard Commu-

nity College, now Eastern Florida State University.

He has worked with many adult actors through the

years in community theater and has also directed

children’s theater shows. Bergeron is one of the most

versatile, highly experienced community theater

directors in Florida.

Bergeron ran his own company — Looking Glass

Entertainment — for eight years. He toured shows

around the state. His firm provided creative and live–

event production to performing arts centers, corporations,

educational institutions, and private parties.

The original productions created by his company were

sold to major theaters across Florida, including the

Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in

Melbourne, the Kravis Center for the Performing Arts in

West Palm Beach, and the Naples Philharmonic Center

for the Performing Arts.

Following “Blithe Spirit” on the Surfside schedule

will be the musical comedy “Young Frankenstein.”

Performances of “Young Frankenstein” are scheduled

Nov. 2–Nov. 18.

Based on the Oscar–nominated smash hit 1974 film,

“Young Frankenstein” is the wickedly inspired re–

imaging of the Mary Shelley classic by the comic Mel

Brooks.

When Frankenstein, an esteemed New York brain

surgeon and professor, inherits a castle and laboratory in

Transylvania from his grandfather, deranged genius

Victor Von Frankenstein, he faces a dilemma.

Does he continue to run from his family’s tortured

past or does he stay in Transylvania to carry on his

grandfather’s mad experiments reanimating the dead

and, in the process, fall in love with his sexy lab assistant

Inga?

“Young Frankenstein is based on the Mel Brooks film,

which is an affectionate parody of the classic 1930s horror

film,” said Schwartz. “This is going to be another really

good showcase production for our new season, which is

still a work in progress because availability of rights may

impact a certain show we’re trying to secure.”

Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible,” a drama, is scheduled

Jan.11–Jan. 27 at Surfside Playhouse. “The Best Little

Whorehouse in Texas,” a comedy, is set for March 1–

March 17. The season will close with “Robin Hood

Fractured,” a comedy with music. Performances are set

for June 21–June 30.

“There will be some twists and comic takes on the

traditional Robin Hood story,” Schwartz said.

The new season’s schedule is posted at

SurfsidePlayers.com, where you can check for updates

and events at Surfside. Tickets for the shows are sold at

that site or at the door. Surfside Playhouse’s 2018–2019

Season Flex Pass is now on sale and includes six shows.

“We think the Flex Pass pricing offers great value for

live community theater,” said Schwartz. “We are trying

to be responsive to the community’s desires and reason-

ably priced tickets are part of that.”

The adult Flex Pass is $125. The price is $100 for

senior citizens, military personnel, and students. If you

purchase the Flex Pass now, you’ll get a bonus ticket —

seven tickets for the price of six.

Schwartz said Surfside Playhouse is looking to expand

opportunities partnering with the business community

for the new season.

The partnering opportunities for businesses, corpora-

tions, and organizations include advertising placement in

the Surfside Playhouse program that is put in the hands

of every patron attending the shows. “The program book

is not to be underestimated as a marketing source for

businesses,” she said. For more details on partnering

opportunities, call Surfside Playhouse at 783–3127 or

email info@surfsideplayhouse.com. Schwartz’s email

address is KateSchwartz103@gmail.com.

Schwartz pointed out that Surfside Playhouse has

long been a supporter of the community. “Surfside does a

lot for the benefit of the community. Over the years, we

have partnered with various organizations, including the

American Cancer Society and the ‘Toys for Tots’ Cam-

paign. We also are the site for the Surfrider Foundation

events. We try to be good neighbors in the community.

That is part of the mission of community theater.”
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FOR SALE OR LEASE 9,807 SQ. FT.
5151 Babcock Street, Palm Bay, FL 32905

5151 BABCOCK STREET

SALE PRICE:

$1,500,000
With neighboring lot,
5131 Babcock Street: 

$1,799,000

EXCELLENT LOCATION!
Babcock Street Frontage
Main Travel Corridor with Over 
30,000 Cars Per Day
6.1 Miles from Orlando 
Melbourne International 
Airport Terminal
Convenient to I-95 & US-Hwy 1
1 Hour from Orlando 
International Airport
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• Built in 2012
• Stand Alone 9,807 Sq. Ft. Facility
• O�ces with Moveable Walls
• Café & Kitchen
• Babcock Street Frontage with Back-lit 

LED Signage
• Over 30,000+ Cars Per Day & 43,000 

Residents Within 3 Miles
• Neighboring Land May Be Purchased 

with Building

REAL ESTATE

Aaron Anderson
Aaron@CIA-developers.com

321.723.3400
EXT 208

CIA-DEVELOPERS.COM
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FIRST CHOICE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS PROUDLY PRESENTS

At First Choice Medical Group and The B.A.C.K. Center, we make you better

Want to be better? Come to the best.

To make an appointment, please call

THE B.A.C.K. CENTER
MAIN OFFICE
2222 South Harbor City Blvd Suite 610
Melbourne, Fl 32901

MERRITT ISLAND OFFICE
650 S. Courtenay Pkwy, Suite 100 
Merritt Island, FL 32952

www.thebackcenter.net

Anthony Lombardo,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon & Sports 
Medicine Specialist

Richard Harrison, 
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon & Hand, 
Shoulder & Sports 
Medicine Specialist

Kenneth Sands,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 
Surgeon &
Total Joint 

Replacements

Raymond 
DeLorenzi, MD, 

FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon & Sports 
Medicine Specialist

Donald Vliegenthart
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Specialist

Richard Hynes,
MD, FACS

Spine Surgeon

Devin Datta, MD
Orthopaedic &
Spine Surgeon

James Billys, MD
Orthopaedic & 
Spine Surgeon

Jacob Januszewski 
DO

Neurosurgeon

S. Farhan Zaidi, MD
Physical Medicine & 

Rehab Specialist

Regina Morris
Solis MD, MMLSc.

Interventional
Pain Medicine

Susan Ville, DC
DABCO

Chiropractic 
Orthopedist

GENERAL ORTHOPAEDICS | ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY | SPORTS MEDICINE
TOTAL JOINTS | FRACTURE CARE | INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT  

PHYSICAL THERAPY

To make an appointment, please call

321-725- 2225

FIRST CHOICE MEDICAL GROUP 
MAIN OFFICE

709 South Harbor City Blvd Suite 100
Melbourne, Fl 32901

SEBASTIAN OFFICE
800 S Bay Street, Suite 5

Sebastian, FL 32958

www.myfcmg.com

To make an appointment, please call

321-723- 7716

SPINE SURGERY | NON-OPERATIVE SPINE PROCEDURES | PHYSIATRY
CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES | OSTEOPOROSIS CLINIC | ACUPUNCTURE

 INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT 
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Carr, Riggs & Ingram, CPAs and Advisors
Continued from page 1

the entirety of the scope of the project because I’m not

responsible for doing it all. We have a lot of team

members here. It works out well.”

Cerow also said “the field is becoming more technical

and more sophisticated. Technology is rapidly changing.

It’s a challenge to keep up with technology as a solo

practitioner. Merging with CRI is a great thing, for our

clients and for me personally. I have two small children,

so it’s a quality of life issue as well. This was the right

move at the right time.”

“Michael can help mentor some of our young profes-

sionals and help them grow,” added Goode.

Through the years, the Cerows built a solid base of

clients. “We still have clients who came onboard when

my father first started the practice,” he said.

At CRI, Cerow focuses primarily on tax compliance

and tax consulting in industries like construction,

manufacturing, real–estate development, and profes-

sional services.

A number of support people who worked at Cerow &

Company joined him at CRI.

CRI is ranked No. 19 on “Accounting Today’s” newly

released list of the “Top 100 Accounting Firms” in the

United States. The 2018 ranking is a step forward for

CRI, moving up from the 20th spot in last year’s report.

“Accounting Today” also named CRI as the No. 1 firm

in the Gulf Coast Region, as the second largest firm in

the Southeast, as a top 20 nationally ranked tax firm,

and as a “top pacesetter” for overall growth.

CRI reported revenues of $286 million in 2017, which

included organic growth of 9.3 percent and merger

growth of 12 percent, according to “Accounting Today”

and CRI’s annual report.

Allan Koltin, CEO of the Chicago–based Koltin

Consulting Group Inc., says “CRI is one of the fastest–

growing first–generation CPA firms in the entire country.

Their ability to provide all of the resources that a smaller

firm wants and needs, and do it in a very entrepreneurial

and culturally compatible environment is what sets them

apart.”

The “Top 100” reported growth “across a wide range of

specialty services and individual client niches. Many of

the traditional CPA niches and service areas continue to

serve a large number of firms well, but a growing number

are seeing rewards in the range of technology services,

most commonly involving cybersecurity.”

“Probably the biggest growth area for CPA firms

around the nation is information technology audits,” said

Christine Thompson, business development executive for

the Melbourne office of CRI.

“And CRI is one of the leading firms positioned in that

segment. CPAs are in charge of IT audits for cities and

large corporations, for example. So there is a lot of

opportunity in that sector.”

When a company outsources all or part of its informa-

tion technology component, it still needs someone to

serve as a watchdog over the security, privacy, and

accessibility of critical data within those systems.

CPAs who develop expertise in this area are finding it

can lead to a beneficial new line of business.

“Cybersecurity audits is another area where CPAs are

well positioned to provide value to clients,” said Goode.

The auditing profession can help companies address

growing challenges of cybersecurity, according to a new

“white paper” from the Center for Audit Quality.

The paper, “The CPA’s Role in Addressing

Cybersecurity Risk,” highlights the strengths of audit

firms, including core CPA values of “independence,

objectivity, and skepticism.”

The white paper explores the challenging

cybersecurity landscape, one in which organizations face

varying cyber–threats and impacts — all in an environ-

ment marked by rapid technological change.

What’s more, various stakeholders increasingly must

gather information and communicate among each other

about cybersecurity.

In addressing these and other cybersecurity chal-

lenges, the CPA profession brings a long history of

“strong values,” as well as decades of experience in

auditing information technology controls and providing

“independent assessments in the areas of financial

statements and internal control over financial reporting,”

the paper says.

As explored in the white paper, CPAs are able to

provide new business services with the development of a

new cybersecurity reporting framework from the

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

“CPAs bring a lot of value to companies in many

different areas. We definitely have a good quality control

system in place at the Melbourne office of CRI. We have

professionals who perform work at the highest levels, and

we have plenty of review and supervision,” said Goode.

Goode said CRI is “growing rapidly because of its

ability to provide so many different services to clients. We

do internal audit consulting, we do construction audits,

we have specialty expertise in government auditing,

employee benefit plan auditing, and nonprofit auditing.

We also do business valuation and litigation support

locally. We can handle pretty much anything the client

needs in terms of a wide range of CPA–oriented services.”

She added, “More of our clients are looking to us to be

their internal auditors, to help them improve their

processes. They see us more in the role of a consultant

and that’s the way we like to be viewed versus just being

compliance experts.”

Goode said the Melbourne office also has a full–time

government contracting consultant.

“Shay Wolf heads up that area of the practice. She is

well known in the region for her government contracting

expertise.”

CRI’s team provides auditing and consulting training

and advice to government contractors.

Some staffers at CRI’s Melbourne office have earned

the Certified Information Systems Auditor credential,

offered through the Information Systems Audit and

Control Association. This is a globally recognized

certification in the field of audit, control, and security of

information systems.

“The CISA is an important credential to have because

of PCI, or Payment Card Industry, compliance,” said

Goode. “There are certain PCI compliances required by

entities that accept credit cards. We go into an entity and

make sure their IT systems are compliant. The process is

called ‘penetration testing.’ We do a lot of that type of

work.”

Regardless of your industry, if your company accepts,

processes, stores, or transmits credit–card data, you must

be compliant with the standards mandated by the

Payment Card Industry’s Security Standards Council.

Founded and governed by major credit card brands,

including Visa, Mastercard, and American Express, the

Council’s mission is to monitor and address ongoing

security issues presented by the use of credit, debit, and

prepaid cards.

“By following PCI standards, you can equip your

business with the most up–to–date practices in data

security and test their effectiveness,” said Goode.

The major credit–card brands have at least four

different levels of compliance that businesses fall under,

depending upon the volume of transactions they process

each year, she said.

Yet another service of CRI is advising family owned

and closely held companies that are looking to sell their

enterprises.

CRI Capital Advisors LLC is a merger and acquisition

investment banking firm providing solutions to compa-

nies that typically generate $5 million to $10 million or

more in annual sales.

“A lot of businesses in the community have grown to

the point where they are looking to sell as they see an

opportunity right now because of the economy,” said

Thompson, a former businessowner herself who grew up

in an entrepreneurial family.

“Through CRI Capital Advisors, we are able to help

companies transition and we help them find buyers for

their businesses. There is a lot of activity in the buy–sell

arena right now.”

Business brokers continue to be bullish on the strong

merger and acquisition market for 2018, according to the

“Market Pulse Report” published by the International

Business Brokers Association and Pepperdine

University’s business school.

Consistent with general market optimism, seller

market sentiment is at an “all–time high” in four of five

market sectors. Business in the $1 million to $2 million

sector had the biggest jump in confidence, growing

14 percentage points.

In general, Melbourne is one of CRI’s most successful

offices based on new client growth.

“We’re proud of that. And I think part of that success

is tied directly to the growth and performance of Brevard

County,” said Goode. “We have a strong economy, a

strong job market, and the future of Brevard looks really

bright.”

In the first quarter of this year, Goode was honored

with the 2017–2018 Volunteer of the Year Award by the

Florida Economic Development Council.

Crystal Stiles, the FEDC board chairwoman, pre-

sented Goode with the award at a recent board meeting

of the Economic Development Commission of Florida’s

Space Coast.

The annual award honors individuals for their

outstanding contributions to economic development in

the state of Florida.

Goode has been a dedicated member and volunteer of

the EDC since 2009. She also has been a catalyst for the

business community.

Her vision was instrumental in starting Florida Tech’s

mentoring program WeVenure and its League of

Extraordinary Women, which raised roughly $60,000 for

the organization.

During her tenure as an EDC officer, including two

consecutive years as the board chairwoman, Goode

provided the vision to develop a community marketing

brochure that celebrates the economic drivers of Brevard

County and promotes development resources on the

Space Coast.

The result, “Discover Business,” remains a key

marketing tool for the EDC and the local business

community.

“Debbie’s passion to support the business community,

her leadership, guidance, and outspoken support is

helping shape a new vision for the future of the Space

Coast,” said Lynda Weatherman, the EDC’s president

and CEO.

“Debbie continues to be a loyal ambassador for

economic development and gives generously of her time

and talent for the betterment of our community, while

working closely with the EDC to ensure the Space Coast

remains globally competitive,” added Weatherman.
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6619 North Wickham Rd.
MELBOURNE

Come see us at Brevard Medical City

Medicare Patients Welcome    
We Accept Most Insurance

Evening & Weekend Office Hours    
Specializing in Adult Medicine

Book your appointment online    suntreeinternalmedicine.com

State-of-the-art Medical Facility • Everything under one roof conveniently located on Wickham Road in Suntree

Abe Hardoon, M.D.
Board Certified
Internal Medicine

Scott Hardoon, M.D.
Board Certified
Internal Medicine

Edwin Chan, M.D.
Board Certified
Family Medicine

Shannon  
Spreitzer, ARNP

Gary J. Hardoon, M.D.
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Internal Medicine

Jennifer  
Schneider, ARNP

Ami A. Bhatt, M.D.
Board Certified 
Family Medicine

Allan Krutchik, M.D.
Board Certified 
Internal Medicine

Dawn Trundle 
ARNP-C, DNP
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