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By Ken Datzman

Across the nation, there are on average

only about 45 Fellowship programs offered

annually in facial and reconstructive

plastic surgery to physicians to further

their training and develop new skills,

techniques, and knowledge in the field.

And one of them is being hosted at a

local private practice, which is becoming a

training ground for practitioners in the

growing field of facial and reconstructive

plastic surgery.

Candidates scramble to win one of the

prized post–graduate one–year Fellowship

slots nationwide in facial and reconstruc-

tive plastic surgery. The Fellowships are

generally performed at universities or

institutions, but leading private practices

are centers of learning, too.

There are established Fellowship

programs in facial and reconstructive

plastic surgery at Emory University, Johns

Hopkins University, and the University of

Texas Health Science Center, for example.

And in the private–practice sector,

Clevens Face and Body Specialists in

Melbourne offers such training, setting

itself off in the region for this type of

continuing education for physicians.

“Through the years, we’ve had resi-

dents–in–training rotate with us and we’ve

had the more experienced facial plastic

surgeon residents visit our practice to gain

additional experience as part of their

training and to learn the recipe of our

success in facial plastic surgery,” said

Dr. Ross Clevens, the author of “Your

Plastic Surgery Companion: A Consumers’

Guide to Facial Plastic Surgery.”

“So, the Fellowship program was just

an organic evolution of our experience over

time.”

Four years ago, Dr. Clevens, the

founder and medical director of the well–

known practice, which has evolved into a

center of learning for new as well as

seasoned physicians, established a

Fellowship program that has attracted top

candidates from throughout the nation to

Melbourne.

“It has been a great experience on the

part of the practice to be involved in the

education of physicians who are interested

in gaining further experience and knowl-

edge in facial plastic surgery,” said

Dr. Clevens, a Harvard Medical School

graduate who is a noted educator, author,

lecturer, and innovator in the field of facial

plastic surgery.

“Each Fellow has taken a year out of his

or her life to spend with us. That is a

Dr. Ross Clevens’ practice evolves into teaching center with Fellowship program

commitment and sacrifice on their part.

It’s an honor and a privilege to work with

them.”

The newest and fourth surgical Fellow

to train at Clevens Face and Body

Specialists is Dr. Andrea Spellman, who

started the yearlong program in July

under the mentorship of Dr. Clevens. She

is board certified in otolaryngology — head

and neck surgery.

With nearly a decade of experience as a

physician, Dr. Spellman most recently

practiced in South Florida, where she

specialized in general otolaryngology and

facial plastic surgery.

Please see Clevens Face and Body Specialists, page 23

Her advanced training includes a

surgical internship and residency in

otolaryngology and facial plastic surgery at

Michigan State University’s Beaumont

Hospital. She served as chief resident.

Dr. Spellman said she saw the Fellow-

ship posting for Clevens Face and Body

Specialists on the “ENT Careers” website

Dr. Ross Clevens, the founder and medical director of Melbourne–based Clevens Face and Body Specialists, recently welcomed Dr. Andrea Spellman to the
practice as the 2018 Fellow in Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Spellman was selected for this competitive yearlong opportunity during which she
will expand her expertise in facial plastic surgery under the mentorship of Dr. Clevens, who has more than 20 years’ experience and is widely recognized in his
field. Dr. Clevens has been invited to speak at the European Academy of Facial Plastic Surgery’s annual conference in Regensburg, Germany, this fall.
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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The Economic Development Commission of Florida’s

Space Coast (EDC) and Space Florida recently hosted

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine for an industry

leader’s roundtable discussion.

James Frederick “Jim” Bridenstine was nominated by

President Donald Trump, confirmed by the U.S. Senate,

and sworn in as NASA’s 13th administrator on April 23,

2018.

Representatives from aerospace companies discussed

the significant role Brevard County and Kennedy Space

Center hold in future aerospace programs. The roundtable

consisted of an open dialogue bringing awareness to the

aerospace industry on the Space Coast and outlining the

support needed to remain competitive.

With the diversification of the aerospace industry over

the last decade, not only can companies launch rockets

from the Space Coast, now they can also perform engineer-

ing, manufacturing, assembly, testing, and landing of their

spacecraft from this convenient location.

“The future of the Kennedy Space Center is vastly

changing as new technologies are developed and mile-

stones are reached within the industry. Today’s roundtable

is one of many steps we are taking to open the door to a

meaningful dialogue with NASA Administrator

Bridenstine,” said Lynda Weatherman, president and

CEO of the Economic Development Commission of

Florida’s Space Coast. “The EDC and this county will

continue to work closely with NASA and our industry

partners to ensure discussion continues with leadership.”

The industry roundtable with “Administrator

Bridenstine was a valuable tool to listen to programs,

progress, challenges and opportunities for a future

renaissance in space,” said Space Florida President Frank

DiBello. “Florida’s ability to partner in enabling infrastruc-

ture for that renaissance will free up much–needed NASA

and Air Force resources so that they may focus on their

primary missions of space exploration and the nation’s

defense. This state looks forward to partnering with

NASA, the Air Force and the FAA in bringing state and

private sector capital to the future development of needed

spaceport infrastructure.”

Panelists participating in the roundtable included:

l Joe Mayer, director, government relations in Florida

for Lockheed Martin Space

l Bill Posey, U.S. Congressman– District 8

l Robert Cabana, a retired center director of Kennedy

Space Center

l Jim Bridenstine, NASA administrator

l Brig. Gen. Wayne Monteith, Commander, 45th Space

Wing

l John Mulholland, vice president and program

manager, Commercial Crew Program, The Boeing Co.

l Scott Henderson, vice president, Test and Flight

Operations, Blue Origin

l Jules Schneider, senior manager, Orion Assembly,

Integration and Production, Lockheed Martin Space

l Trip Harriss, manager, Launch Site Mission Manage-

ment, SpaceX

l Jeff Foote, vice president, NASA Programs, Propul-

sion Systems Division

l John Timmermann, general council, One Web

Satellites

l Gary Wentz, vice president, Government and

Commercial Programs, United Launch Alliance

l Janet Nickloy, vice president, Strategic Initiatives,

Space & Intelligence Systems, Harris Corp.

l Wayne Justice, Port Commissioner, District 3,

chairman, Canaveral Port Authority

l Andrew Allen, vice president and general manager,

Jacobs — Test and Operations Support Contract

l Lynda Weatherman, president and CEO, EDC of

Florida’s Space Coast

l Frank DiBello, president, Space Florida

The EDC is “dedicated to attracting new business and

investment and expanding existing industry throughout

the Space Coast, influencing change on government laws

and regulations affecting economic development, promot-

ing the Space Coast to encourage new investment,

supporting efforts of Space Coast military installations,

and relaying new programs and procedures to assist

manufacturing and high–tech companies.”

It is a private, not–for–profit coalition whose stakehold-

ers are business leaders “committed” to the economic

growth and stability of the Space Coast.

For more information on the organization, visit

www.SpaceCoastEDC.org.

EDC of Florida’s Space Coast and Space Florida host industry roundtable with the new NASA administrator

Discounted admission returns to Brevard Zoo
From Sept. 4 to Sept. 30, admission to the Brevard Zoo is just $5 on Tuesdays and 50 percent off on Sundays. This

promotion is open to Florida residents only and may not be combined with any other discount. All adults must present a

state–issued photo ID or utility bill with address and matching photo ID. September Discount Days is presented by the

Brevard Zoo’s corporate partners. The Brevard Zoo is home to more than 900 animals representing 195 species from all

over the world.
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Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

THE EIGHTEENTH CIRCUIT:

AN ONGOING

CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE?

BBN 3634 PAGE 5

To Be Continued ...

Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘I need to report suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015

four yellow spots
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Project 21 leadership network applaud Kavanaugh’s
nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court; achievements

persuasion, the left wants courts to force its

vision down people’s throats.”

“In selecting Brett Kavanaugh, Presi-

dent Trump nominated ‘a judge’s judge’ to

succeed Anthony Kennedy as an associate

justice on the United States Supreme

Court,” said Project 21 Co–Chairman Stacy

Washington, a nationally syndicated talk

radio host. “Judge Kavanaugh is an

excellent choice with impeccable creden-

tials. It is now up to the U.S. Senate to

provide advice and consent. I look forward

to closely watching its deliberative

process.”

“Brett Kavanaugh has a record of

sticking to his guns and protecting our

constitutional values,” added Project 21

member Rich Holt, a political consultant

who co–chairs the Ohio Center–Right

Coalition meeting. “I have no doubt his

tenure on the Court will strengthen the

rights of all Americans over the next

generation.”

Project 21, a leading voice of black

conservatives for more than 25 years, is

sponsored by the National Center for

Public Policy Research. Its members have

been quoted, interviewed or published over

40,000 times since the program was

created in 1992.

Contributions to the National Center

are tax–deductible and greatly appreciated,

and may be earmarked exclusively for the

use of Project 21.

Founded in 1982, the National Center

for Public Policy Research is a non–

partisan, free–market, independent

conservative think–tank. Ninety–four

percent of its support comes from some

60,000 individuals, less than 4 percent

from foundations and less than two percent

from corporations.

Follow Project 21 on Twitter at

@Project21News.

By Judy Kent and David W. Almasi
The National Center
for Public Policy Research

WASHINTON — Applauding President

Donald Trump’s nomination of Judge Brett

Kavanaugh to serve on the U.S. Supreme

Court, members of the Project 21 black

leadership network praise Judge

Kavanaugh’s dedication to the Constitution

and his impressive record of accomplish-

ment.

“This is a judicial grand slam! As

someone familiar with Judge Kavanaugh’s

record, I can say that — though the left

may be upset — those who love our

Constitution will be thrilled,” said Project

21 Co–Chairman Horace Cooper, a former

professor of constitutional law at George

Mason University and senior counsel to

congressional leadership. “His record in

over 300 opinions reveals a judge truly

committed to the constitutional principles

of textualism and originalism.”

Judge Kavanaugh, who currently serves

on the U.S. Court of Federal Appeals for

the D.C. Circuit, is a former Supreme

Court clerk for retiring Justice Anthony

Kennedy. In his remarks at the White

House, he specifically recognized the

“importance of equality for all Americans.”

He is expected to adhere to a strict

interpretation of the U.S Constitution.

Cooper recently wrote about Kavanaugh

in the Washington Examiner: “I can

confirm the far–left has reason to worry,

but people devoted to the Constitution and

the rule of law do not. The real beef the left

has with originalists like Kavanaugh is

they expect judges to do the job that leftists

don’t like — the hard work of convincing

their fellow citizens to voluntarily adopt

their radical vision for America. Instead of

Cold War Kids to perform at Florida Tech Homecoming
The indie rock band Cold War Kids will headline Florida Institute of Technology’s

Homecoming Fest on Friday, Oct. 12, in downtown Melbourne.

The free outdoor event on New Haven Avenue, presented by the Florida Tech Alumni

Association and Mainstreet Partners, runs from 6 p.m. to midnight. It is one of the

highlights of the university’s yearlong 60th anniversary celebration.

In addition to music from Cold War Kids and opening acts Authority Zero and Moska

Project, Homecoming Fest will feature street vendors and food and drink for sale.

Formed in 2004 in Fullerton, Calif., Cold War Kids offers a blues–rock–punk–influ-

enced sound, with Fiona Apple, Nick Cave, Led Zeppelin, Radiohead, U2 and others as

influences, according to members. The band has produced eight albums, including the

2017 studio album, “L.A. Divine,” that hit No. 9 on Billboard’s Alternative Albums chart

and No. 10 on its Rock Albums chart, and this year’s live recording “Audience” from an

April concert in Athens, Ga., both from Capitol Records.

“The impetus for me (with Audience) was that the songs were recorded very, very

quickly and over years they have evolved into a different thing,” frontman Nathan Willett

told AXS.com. “The thing that we do live is us at our best. In the studio, we try to replicate

that and often times we don’t achieve it.”

Cold War Kids has done national tours with iconic bands including Death Cab for

Cutie and performed at festivals such as Bonnaroo and Coachella and on the late–night

programs of Jimmy Kimmel and Seth Meyers.

For more on Cold War Kids, visit www.ColdWarKids.com. Additional information on

Homecoming Fest can be found at Homecoming.FIT.edu.
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New school year begins with two
resource officers being assigned to
Cocoa High, Endeavour Elementary

COCOA — Two Cocoa Police Department offices will

begin new assignments as school resource officers. It is

part of a state mandate to put a police officer or security

specialist at every school. Officer James Salley is assigned

to Cocoa High School and Officer Amanda Torello is

assigned to Endeavour Elementary School.

Officer Salley (prounounced Suh–lay) served with the

U.S. Marine Corps as an infantryman and in Security

Forces performing such duties as force protection for

NATO bases in Europe. He later served as a law enforce-

ment officer for Prince Georges County, Md., for 11 years,

where he spent eight years as a supervisor in the Domestic

Violence Unit. He then spent three years with the

Melbourne Police Department, before coming to Cocoa in

November 2017.

He is certified in crisis–intervention interviews and

interrogations, field training officer and law enforcement

instructor. “My number–one goal is to keep everyone safe,”

Salley said. “That’s the number one goal. If I can keep

everybody safe, then that is the majority of my mission.

But it is also about building relationships so the students,

teachers and staff know we are here to help.”

Salley says Cocoa High School is “very prepared” for a

critical incident, including the possibility of an active

shooter. “For our school, I will go directly toward the

threat,” Salley said.

Officer Torello has been with the Cocoa Police Depart-

ment since April 2015. She is a trained crisis negotiator

with the department’s Crisis Response Team and is also a

traffic homicide investigator. She is assigned to Endeavour

Elementary School.

“My job is simple; to make sure every student, teacher

and staff member who attends this school is safe,” Torello

said. “I’ll be your child’s friend and I’ll be that support for

school staff with helping mentor children and build good

relationships so we can all be safe.”

Cocoa Police Chief Mike Cantaloupe says the depart-

ment and its 70 officers are committed to all the schools.

“Our schools are very important to us and we will invest

whatever time and resources are needed and available to

make sure everyone is safe.”

In 2018, the Florida Legislature passed the “Safe

Schools” law mandating school districts partner with law

enforcement to “establish or assign one or more safe–

school officers at each school facility.”

The Cocoa Police Department “is using every available

resource” to not only help the school district comply with

the new mandate, but to also ensure safety across all

educational facilities within its jurisdiction.

“My message to the kids is, ‘I’m here for you.’ “I’m here

to protect you, I’m here to mentor you and I’ll do what I can

to help you get to whatever goal it is that you want to get

to,” said Salley.

Schools that do not have an assigned police officer will

be assigned a security specialist by the school board. Cocoa

police officers will serve off–duty special details until the

security specialists are in place.

‘Starry, Starry Astronomy Night’ set Aug. 21
The American Space Museum will present “Starry,

Starry Astronomy Night” from 7–9 p.m. on Tuesday,

Aug. 21. Attendees will have the opportunity to view the

moon, Jupiter, Saturn and Mars through telescopes from

the American Space Museum parking lot. The Space

Museum’s address is 308 Pine St. For more information

about this family friendly free community event, call

264–0434 or email info@AmericanSpaceMuseum.org.
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University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences names Dr. Kati Migliaccio its new chairwoman

By Brad Buck
bradbuck@ufl.edu
UF/IFAS Communications
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE — As she grew up in

rural Arkansas, Kati Migliaccio’s interest

in agricultural engineering came naturally.

She liked math, science and problem

solving, so she wanted an engineering

career, but not one that confined her to an

office or lab.

“I wanted a career that involved

engineering, with an outdoor component,”

said Migliaccio, who was recently named

chair of the agricultural and biological

engineering department at the UF

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

“My professional interests were focused on

landscapes and not just from an office cube

perspective. The desire to be an engineer of

outdoor systems and my interest in water

conservation led me to agricultural

engineering.”

In her new role, Migliaccio envisions

faculty soaring to new heights in their

efforts to ensure an ample supply of safe

food around the world while preserving

water and energy.

Migliaccio was named to lead the

department by Jack Payne, UF senior vice

president for agriculture and natural

resources. “Dr. Migliaccio’s wealth of

success in teaching, research and Exten-

sion brought her to the top of a list of

highly qualified candidates for this critical

position,” Payne said. “I’m confident Dr.

Migliaccio can guide faculty to help solve

issues ranging from feeding the hungry to

conserving water.”

Migliaccio said she is honored by the

appointment.

“I am excited to get started as chair,”

Migliaccio said. “The department has a

long, established reputation and interna-

tionally recognized faculty who provide a

foundation for unlimited innovation.”

Migliaccio starts Aug. 1 and replaces

Dorota Haman, who recently retired as

chair. Rafael Muñoz–Carpena, also a

professor in the agricultural and biological

engineering department, served as interim

chair after Haman retired.

Migliaccio earned her Ph.D. in biological

and agricultural engineering at the

University of Arkansas. She received her

master’s in biosystems and agricultural

engineering from the University of

Kentucky and a bachelor’s in agricultural

engineering from Texas A&M. She

specializes in water conservation, hydrol-

ogy, and irrigation in agricultural, natural,

and urban systems.

Migliaccio sees many strengths on

which the department can build:

l Award–winning faculty and graduate

students.

l The Decision Support System for

Agrotechnology Transfer, the most widely

used global crop–modeling system.

l Two undergraduate minors —

precision agriculture and packaging science

— that reflect faculty expertise.

l Home to the Biological Systems

Modeling Graduate Certificate, which

showcases the biological modeling

strengths of the department.

l A combination of two undergraduate

degree programs: Agricultural operations

management in the UF/IFAS College of

Agricultural and Life Sciences and

biological engineering in UF’s Herbert

Wertheim College of Engineering.

l Strong international presence with

activities in Costa Rica, Brazil, Kenya,

Vietnam, Netherlands, Mozambique and

South Africa, among other nations.

l Several faculty fellows of the Ameri-

can Society of Agricultural and Biological

Engineers and international recognized

researchers.

l Collaborations with the UF Water

Institute, UF Climate Institute as well as

multidisciplinary UF/IFAS centers such as

the Center for Landscape Ecology and

Conservation, Program for Resource

Efficient Communities and the Center for

Stress Resilient Agriculture.

Migliaccio sees some areas where she

can help the department improve.

“I will facilitate growth and develop-

ment of the department’s curriculum,

considering work force needs and new

innovations in the discipline,” she said. For

example, she would like to see more

education in new technology to position

graduates to be successful in the work

force.

Long term, she’d like faculty to continue

to serve as leaders in their disciplines, to

have established and coordinated relation-

ships with industry partners and to

increase undergraduate enrollment.

“This point in history, in particular,

needs the expertise of agricultural and

biological engineers to contribute —

through innovation — solutions for issues

facing us locally as well as globally, such as

water scarcity, food security, climate

change, energy sustainability and more,”

Migliaccio said.

Parks and Recreation to host event Oct. 12 in West Melbourne
Brevard County Parks and Recreation will host a “Spooky Father–Daughter Dance”

from 6–9 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 12, at Rodes Park Community Center, 3410 Flanagan Ave.

in West Melbourne. The event will include a DJ, decorations, dinner, dancing, prizes, and

more. Tickets are $10 per person. For more information about this community event, call

952–3215.
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Florida State University faculty awarded
$226 million in research dollars from
federal, state and private sources

By Zachary Boehm
zboehm@fsu.edu
University Communications
Florida State University

TALLAHASSEE — Florida State University research-

ers brought in more than $226 million in the 2018 fiscal

year from federal, state and private sources to support

investigations into areas such as nuclear science, climate

change, the effect of deep space travel on human health

and much more.

This is a $16 million increase over the prior fiscal year

and the second highest amount FSU researchers have ever

received in a single year. The university has received more

than $1 billion over five years.

“This news is evidence of the growth of Florida State

University and the exceptional work by the faculty here,”

Vice President for Research Gary Ostrander said. “We

have made critical investments to support our researchers

as they apply for these competitive grants and are seeing a

great return on that.”

The yearly total received a boost from university

researchers’ increased focus on pursuing funding from the

National Institutes of Health. Over the past year, FSU

researchers have received a 73 percent increase in NIH

funding. Florida State is one of the leaders in the state for

NIH funding. FSU ranks fifth in the state for NIH dollars,

ahead of research heavyweights such as the Mayo Clinic in

Jacksonville and the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and

Research Institute in Tampa.

The university also received a record number of awards

from the National Science Foundation, with 201 awards

this past fiscal year.

“What these dollars represent is the dedication by

researchers to do work that improves the human condi-

tion,” Ostrander said. “Researchers are working on

treatments for Zika, Alzheimer’s and cancer. They’re

developing new technologies that can improve our daily

lives. These decisions by federal officials and other

organizations to award FSU this type of money shows

their faith in our faculty members to make the big

scientific breakthroughs that can change our world.”

This is the second highest amount that FSU research-

ers have received in a single fiscal year from federal, state

and private sources. The record year was 2014 when

researchers brought in $230.1 million. However, that total

was boosted by federal stimulus dollars that had to be used

in a finite period.

This swell of research activity coincides with a dramatic

jump in national rankings by FSU. In two years, the

university surged ahead 10 spots in the “U.S. News &

World Report” rankings. FSU is now ranked No. 33 in the

nation among public universities.

The Florida Legislature’s designation of FSU as a

preeminent university in the state has provided FSU with

additional funding that has allowed the university to hire

more faculty in the health sciences and other areas.

Jersey Mike’s Sub named Business of Month
The Greater Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce board of

directors selected Jersey Mike’s Subs as its Business of the

Month for July. “This company is all about customer

service and building relationships throughout the commu-

nity. They have been a remarkable example of how

building strategic partnerships can benefit both parties,”

said Patricia Luckey of the Greater Palm Bay Chamber.
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Expert says these five key elements are what users
want for next wave of new social media networks

media–with–advertising package is losing

steam while interest in sites offering

premium subscription content, but without

ads, is trending upward. “It has to do with

attention spans, more media choices and a

desire to cut through the clutter and

distractions,” Relf says. “People that prefer

no–charge, ad–supported services like

AM/FM radio and traditional television

may continue to prefer Facebook,

Instagram and Twitter, but an increasing

number of people prefer to pay either a

modest subscription fee to have ad–free

services from Netflix, SiriusXM, and Apple

Music, or a combination of free content and

paid content from pioneers like LinkedIn

and Business Insider.”

l Mobile readiness. According to Google,

more Americans use mobile devices than

use laptops and desktops. “Additionally,

mobile users want faster page loads than

desktop or laptop users,” Relf says. “Thus,

what was not long ago a luxury is now a

necessity in the social media game —

having an app, a mobile version of a

website, or both.”

l Integrated features that encourage

interactions, create community. “Online

interactions are the fuel on which online

communities thrive,” Relf says. “People

want friendly communities with things in

common. It’s important that you integrate

features that foster interactions and

encourage users to create exciting content.”

l Ability to monetize content. “Users

should be able to choose what they see

from their favorite creators, celebrities and

organizations,” Relf says. “The premium

content subscription model enables

creators of great content to be paid for their

work, and customers aren’t sold out to

advertisers.”

“Trends don’t pop up out of nowhere,”

Relf says. “People are now more aware of

social media problems and how it can get

better. ‘User–friendly’ has taken on added

meaning for companies trying to compete

for valuable space.”

Scott Relf and his wife, Renee, are the

co–founders of PikMobile, a dual–function

mobile app that combines a unique viewing

platform and a digital content publishing

system. A former senior executive for

several large corporations, Relf has

expertise in bringing breakthrough

products and services into the consumer

mass market. He co–founded startup Zave

Networks, which was sold to Google in

2011. Relf earned a bachelor’s degree in

management and economics from Rice

University and an MSBA in management

from the Boston University Questrom

School of Business.

By Ashley Pontius
apontius@newsandexperts.com
News & Experts

Facebook’s data–privacy crisis that

prompted Congressional hearings caused

some Americans to re–evaluate social

media’s importance in their lives. A study

by tech research firm Techpinions found

35 percent were using Facebook less since

the scandal and 9 percent deleted their

accounts because of privacy concerns.

The controversy spawned discussions

about flaws in Facebook’s system and

problems in general with various social

media sites. People want to know how

improvements can be made toward better

security and functionality as new sites pop

up.

“Americans have only recently become

concerned that their most personal data is

being collected by Facebook, Instagram,

Google and others — specifically to help all

manner of good and bad actors to ‘target’

them with advertisements and messages

about who knows what,” says Scott Relf,

CEO and co–founder of PikMobile Inc., an

ad–free social–media app where one has

the option to add paid subscriptions into

their news feed.

“These companies are offering a free

service, then betraying their users’ trust by

selling them out to advertisers.”

Relf says now more users seem to want

to protect themselves from companies who

exploit them by using data harvesting.

Users want to be in control of their own

data and to choose what’s on their own

news feed, he says.

“Isn’t social media supposed to help

people stay connected to their friends and

in touch with the news?” Relf asks.

“Unfortunately, now people have to worry

about their personal information and

where it goes, and sort through the

distracting clutter and annoyances on their

news feed.”

Relf lists five elements users want in

new or improved social media networks:

l A more competitive model. The

Facebook data controversy led to more

social media users wanting to take more

control. “Consumers of social media want

to have a choice of services, instead of being

forced to choose among four major services

that all use the same advertising–driven

data harvesting,” Relf says. “Ultimately,

only competition in the social media

marketplace will force companies to focus

on serving their customers’ needs better.”

l Paid subscriptions instead of advertis-

ing. Some industry experts say the free–

Friends of the Library to meet Aug. 22
A membership meeting of the Friends of the Library will be held at 5:30 p.m. on

Aug. 22 at the Port St. John Public Library. The address is 6500 Carole Ave. The library’s

phone number is 633–1867.
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CSX announces new operating
management structure to drive next
phase of the company transformation

JACKSONVILLE — CSX Corp. has announced a new

operating management structure that decentralizes

operational and support functions. Designed to enhance

safety, improve service, accelerate decision making and

drive operating efficiency, the changes are a continuation

of the company’s scheduled railroading transformation.

“This is a proven model that pushes decision making

closer to the day–to–day field operations and eliminates

bureaucracy and long–standing silos within our business,”

said James Foote, CSX president and CEO. “This new

structure highlights the strength of CSX’s extremely

talented operating leadership team, and will enable the

company to continue driving performance improvements in

a more effective and efficient way.”

The new operating management structure results in

the following leadership appointments, all reporting to Ed

Harris, executive vice president of operations for CSX: Bob

Frulla; senior vice president, Operations East; Jermaine

Swafford, senior vice president, Operations West; Jamie

Boychuk, senior vice president, Network Operations; and

Amy Rice, vice president, Intermodal Operations

Creation of an East and West structure with leaders

responsible for all three major operations functions

including transportation, mechanical and engineering.

Bringing these three functions under the new operating

management structure will drive significant efficiencies.

The embedding of support functions including human

resources, labor relations, claims and finance employees in

the day–to–day field operations of the railroad. This will

improve the speed of decision making and enhance

accountability.

Oversight of safety programs, policies and practices will

fall under the leadership of Jim Schwichtenberg, Vice

President and Chief Safety Officer, with resources also

embedded in the field.

Network–focused functions will remain centralized

including service design, dispatching, crew management,

positive train control and locomotive and car management.

System engineering and mechanical including locomo-

tive shops, capital projects, back shop maintenance,

communications and signals, design and construction, and

regulatory compliance will fall under Brian Barr, Senior

Vice President, Engineering and Mechanical.

“We are making a fundamental shift from a headquar-

ters–centric organization to one in which all functions are

aligned with our core mission to provide the industry’s best

transportation product for our customers,” said Foote.

Based in Jacksonville, CSX is a premier transportation

company. It provides rail, intermodal and rail–to–truck

transload services and solutions to customers across a

broad array of markets, including energy, industrial,

construction, agricultural, and consumer products. More

information about CSX and its subsidiaries is available at

www.CSX.com.

Parrish to offer free health panel Aug. 21
Parrish Medical Center is offering a free health panel

with orthopedic professionals as part of its HealthBridge

series. The Life Moves Panel is scheduled on Tuesday,

Aug. 21, from 5–7 p.m., at Holiday Inn, 4715 Helen Hauser

Blvd., Titusville. The program is free of charge, but space is

limited for this catered event. For more information and to

register, call 268–6110 or visit parrishhealthcare.com/

events. The panel with consist of surgeons E. Wayne

Mosley and William Jennings Near; sports medicine

specialist Dr. Anthony Allotta; podiatrist Dr. Jonathon

Lubitz; and neurologist Dr. Daniela Rusovici.
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Please see The Brevard Symphony Orchestra, page 19

By Ken Datzman

The Brevard Symphony Orchestra will open its 65th

season honoring the great composer and conductor

Leonard Bernstein, who is regarded as a singular figure in

American cultural history.

Bernstein’s mid–1950s landmark musical “West Side

Story” is considered a masterpiece.

His contributions to the orchestral, choral, opera, dance,

and chamber music repertoire have been championed by

performers from around the world.

“This year marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of

Leonard Bernstein (1918–1990),” said Christopher

Confessore, the BSO’s music director and principal

conductor. “So the BSO’s opening night will feature an all–

Bernstein show. We will be performing highlights prima-

rily from the theatrical side of his composition career. And

we will have a ‘world premier’ on that program, too. It’s

going to be an exciting evening.”

The BSO, the orchestra–in residence at the Maxwell C.

King Center in Melbourne, will open its 2018–2019 season

at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 6, with “A Bernstein Celebra-

tion.” Author Charles “Charlie” Harmon will serve in a

master–of–ceremony capacity.

Harmon has written a book detailing the public and

private life of Bernstein, just in time for the Maestro’s

centennial celebration. His book is titled “On the Road and

Off the Record with Leonard Bernstein,” with the subtitle,

“My Years with the Exasperating Genius.”

According to some of the reviews, it is a “colorfully

written, unforgettably entertaining” book.

“I’ve known Charlie for close to 10 years,” said

Confessore. “We’ve been good friends. He served as

Bernstein’s personal assistant (and archivist) for four years

in the 1980s.”

Confessore added, “Charlie is also a musician and

arranger. He has written a piece — ‘On the Town Rhap-

sody for Violin and Orchestra’ — that the BSO will be

performing at the Oct. 6 concert. It will be the first

professional performance of that piece.”

Harmon’s new work is based on themes included in

Bernstein’s 1944 musical “On The Town.”

At the opening–night concert, Harmon will be providing

“anecdotes about some of the pieces on the program,

especially those that were either performed or revised or

recorded by Bernstein during the time Charlie worked for

him,” said Confessore, adding that the program will

include “West Side Story Suite No. 1” and “Fancy Free

Ballet Suite.” The latter is one of Confessore’s “favorite

Bernstein’s pieces. That’s been on my ‘wish list’ for

probably 15 years.”

Harmon will be making his way to Brevard County

ahead of the Oct. 6 concert. He will be participating in the

BSO’s “Sunday with the Symphony” event from 12–5 p.m.

on Aug. 19 at Barnes & Noble in West Melbourne. Harmon

and Confessore will be discussing Bernstein’s career. That

program is scheduled to start at 3 p.m. Harmon will also

be signing his book at the event.

“It’s a terrific book. I laughed out loud several times

reading it. And I cried at the end of it,” said Confessore.

Sunday with the Symphony is a family friendly free

event that includes live music from a BSO ensemble.

“Sunday with the Symphony at Barnes & Noble is

always an enjoyable time for the entire family,” said Kaori

Suzuki Fischer, the sales director for the BSO. Fischer

previously was the community relations manager for

Barnes & Noble in West Melbourne. That job evolved into

business development.

She moved here from Japan 15 years ago. “I have been

involved with the BSO for many years. I attended concerts

and also worked closely with the BSO’s promotional event,

Sunday with the Symphony. So being the sales director for

the BSO is a great fit for me. I love the job. I grew up

listening to classical music. My parents were big classical

music fans. I dance and do ballet, too. Those are my

passions as well.”

Fischer has a degree in English literature from Sophia

University in Tokyo, a private Jesuit–run research

institution. It’s ranked as one of the top private universi-

ties in Japan.

“The sales director role is a new position within the

BSO and we’re excited to have Kaori join the team,” said

Fran Delisle, the BSO’s executive director. “She knows the

mission of our organization. We’re all about culture and

the arts and providing these great experiences for the

community.”

The community will have the opportunity to enjoy a full

day of the arts on Sunday, Sept. 23, at the King Center on

North Wickham Road. The sixth annual “Cultural Arts

Showcase and Brandon Family Concert” will run from

12–5 p.m. The event is free of charge.

“The Showcase has grown and grown,” said Lesmarie

Velez, the BSO marketing director. “About 5,000 people

attended last year. And we can accommodate more people.

It’s an exciting community event with all types of perfor-

mances and activities going on throughout the day. It’s like

a big open house for the arts.”

Last year’s participants included the Viera Studio for

the Performing Arts, Brevard Community Chorus,

American Belly Dance Club, Melbourne Civic Dance

Center, Voice of Indonesians in Florida, and The Henegar

Center for the Arts. Visual arts organizations were well

represented at the event, too. They included Preston

Studios, Strawbridge Art League, Central Brevard Art

Association, Titusville Art League, Art Gallery of Viera,

and Brevard Cultural Alliance.

No tickets are required to attend this celebration of the

arts. The event website is CulturalArtsShowcase.com. The

The Brevard Symphony Orchestra will kick off its new season Oct. 6 at the King Center with a program celebrating the 100th anniversary
of the birth of Leonard Bernstein, one of America’s greatest composers and conductors. From left, the BSO team includes: Kaori Suzuki
Fischer, sales director; Christopher Confessore, music director and principal conductor; and Lesmarie Velez, marketing director.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

BSO to open 65th season with ‘A Bernstein Celebration,’ Charlie Harmon
to MC; Cultural Arts Showcase Sept. 23 at The King Center — a free event



AUGUST 20, 2018 Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 13

Please see Associated Builders and Contractors, page 21

Space Coast Chapter of Associated Builders and Contractors keeps members up
to date on legislation, industry trends; HD Supply to host Charity Golf Tournament
By Ken Datzman

The commercial construction industry is

showing no signs of a slowdown and the

demand for workers remains high in most

communities around the nation.

The Space Coast market is no exception.

The need for construction workers remains

elevated, like it has been for the past

several years.

“The economy is strong. Construction is

booming. Everyone is screaming for

employees,” said Jan Miorelli, regional vice

president for the Florida East Coast

Chapter of the Associated Builders and

Contractors Inc., a trade organization that

has roughly 500 members from here to Key

West.

The Space Coast Chapter members

recently gathered at American Business

Interiors in downtown Melbourne for a

networking and social event put on by

Assocated Builders and Contractors.

“This is our third year hosting a

member event for Associated Builders and

Contractors,” said Robert “Rob” Perers,

president of American Business Interiors, a

full–service firm that caters to the commer-

cial facilities market.

“We have really enjoyed being involved

with this organization. It’s a great group of

businesspeople and we do a lot of network-

ing at these functions. Being a member of

the Space Coast Chapter of Associated

Builders and Contractors is a good

investment for ABI. It’s been hugely

beneficial.”

For more details about membership,

visit www.ABCEastFlorida.com/JoinABC.

Members receive exclusive discounts on all

types of products, from office supplies to

uniforms and mobile phones. Membership

categories include general contractors,

subcontractors, and construction manage-

ment firms, as well as suppliers and

associates.

The members meet for networking or

for a dinner event once a month at various

hosted sites. The networking functions are

exclusive for members. The dinners are

open to the public “so more people can

come and learn about the organization,”

said Miorelli, who has worked for Associ-

ated Builders and Contractors for 15 years.

The next dinner meeting is from

5:30–8 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 21, at the

Holiday Inn Express in Cocoa. Congress-

man Bill Posey will be the speaker.

The industry has been working to shore

up one of its biggest concerns, a skilled

workforce shortage. The construction

industry project pipeline continues to grow,

increasing the need for all types of workers.

Nonresidential construction employ-

ment increased by 13,200 net–new jobs in

July. Nonresidential specialty trade

contractors added 8,600 net–new jobs in

July. Collectively, they’ve added 60,300

net–new jobs through the first seven

months of the year, according to the

Associated Builders and Contractors.

To put this in perspective, this is nearly

double the amount of commercial construc-

tion jobs added through the first seven

months of 2017, reports the Associated

Builders and Contractors.

“ABC is invaluable to us for training

and networking with our local peers and

supporting interests in issues related to our

industry,” said Kim Brown, president of the

Space Coast Chapter of ABC. “As an

association, we are very active in workforce

training and recruiting, which, in an

ABI in downtown Melbourne recently hosted a social event for the Space Coast Chapter of Associated Builders and Contractors, billed as the ‘voice’
of the commercial construction industry. From left, ABC members are: Luke Miorelli, MEC Contractors–Engineers; Jan Miorelli, regional vice president
for the Florida East Coast Chapter of ABC; Mason Howell, HD Supply; Billy Sanchez, Always Cool Window Tinting; and Rob Perers, ABI.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

extremely tight labor market, helps us find

workers who have the desire and interest

to learn a trade, but need a path to be

trained.”

“We are able to offer them apprentice-

ships and on–the–job–training for entry–

level workers, and then also offer supervi-

sory training classes for those who wish to

advance their careers. ABC is a true

partner and advocate for the industry,”

added Brown, the president of Boys

Electrical Contractors.

The Associated Builders and Contrac-

tors is working with the state of Florida on

the skilled worker shortage.

Locally, the organization has an

electrical apprenticeship program “and we

just teamed up with Brevard County and

the Home Builders and Contractors

Association of Brevard in launching a pre–

apprenticeship program, which is under-

way. The program is targeting high school

students who are interested in construction

as a career,” said Miorelli.

Associated Builders and Contractors is

looking to expand apprenticeship opportu-

nities in the United States.

The organization recently committed to

educating and “up–skilling” at least

500,000 construction workers over the next
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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services just

announced its third–quarter Home Health Compare

ratings, and the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA)

achieved high star ratings in both quality of patient care

and patient satisfaction.

The nonprofit home health agency achieved 5 stars in

patient satisfaction and 4.5 stars in quality of patient care,

giving VNA the highest overall rating of all home health–

care agencies in both Brevard County and Indian River

County.

“At VNA, we pride ourselves on caring for patients as if

they were a member of our own family,” said VNA CEO

Lundy Fields. “Achieving the highest overall rating in two

counties speaks volumes to our team’s focus on providing

the highest quality patient care and reinforces our drive to

exceed expectations.”

Nationally, the VNA’s 4.5 and 5–star ratings place

them in the top 10 percent. The state and national average

for home–health agencies is 3.5 stars.

An agency is performing better than average compared

to other agencies if it receives a star rating higher than 3.5.

A star rating lower than 3.5 means that an agency’s

performance was below average.

The 5–star rating system allows patients and

caregivers to easily compare home health agencies in their

area. According to CMS, it is the first national standard for

collecting information on patient experiences that enables

valid comparisons among all home health agencies. Star

ratings range from 1 to 5 and demonstrate how a home

health agency stands up to other home health agencies.

Quality of patient–care ratings, judged on nine perfor-

mance measures, are determined from patient data

collected by CMS. Patient satisfaction ratings are based on

patient experience with: overall care, communication

between provider and patient, provider professionalism,

medication education and future recommendations.

Home Health Compare data is available at

www.medicare.gov.

VNA Home Health is a Medicare–reimbursed home

health–care agency “committed to providing patient–

focused care.”

To learn more about VNA in Brevard County, visit

www.vnatc.com or call 752–7550. VNA Home Health is

affiliated with the Visiting Nurse Association of the

Treasure Coast, which has been serving Indian River

County for more than 40 years.

VNA shines in latest Home Health Compare ratings issued by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

LBR announces sale of multi–unit retail property in the Cocoa Beach market
Brian Lightle, president of area firm Lightle Beckner Robison Inc., was the sole broker in a recent sale transaction of a

multi–unit retail property in Cocoa Beach. Long–term lease tenants currently occupy two of the units, while the third was

unoccupied and soon to become a new business location for the buyer, said Lightle.

“Working to help both parties to meet their needs allowed LBR to create a true win–win situation for all involved.”

LBR is a full–service real–estate firm specializing in office, retail, industrial, investment properties and asset property

management. It serves Brevard County and the entire states of Florida and Georgia.

For additional information on the firm, visit www.TeamLBR.com.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018 

Adventure HQ and The Backyard
5270 N Hwy 1, Palm Shores

CELEBRITY ARTIST MENTORS
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CELEBRITY ARTIST MENTORS
Derek Gores, Fritz Van Eeden, Jeff Filipski, Kyle Heinly

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

FOOD & BEVERAGES • RAFFLE • UNIQUE ARTWORK • MUSIC
Benefiting Bridges, an organization serving individuals with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities in Brevard since 1956.

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S
A N D  B E  A  S P O N S O R :

$5,000  ANDY WARHOL SPONSOR
14 reservations, Logo on all media/promotion materials

$2,500  GEORGIA O’KEEFFE SPONSOR
10 reservations, Logo on all media/promotion materials

$1,500  ALEXANDER CALDER SPONSOR
8 reservations, Logo on all media/promotion materials

$500  NORMAN ROCKWELL SPONSOR
4 reservations, Logo/name recognition

Thank you for your generosity.
Please return your completed sponsor 

information by Friday, July 20 to:

Bridges Foundation • 1694 Cedar Street • Rockledge, FL 32955
Fax: (321) 690-3467 or email to cgleason@mybridges.org

Name____________________________________________________________________

Company Name ___________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State____ Zip________________

Phone _____________________________ Fax __________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________

 Enclosed is my check payable to Bridges Foundation

 Please charge my credit card account:     Visa       MasterCard      Discover      AMEX        

Card Number _________________________________ Exp.___________CV# _________

Signature ________________________________________________________________

Akaila Amara
Cindy Dropeski

Scott Eller
Buddy Favor
Je� Filipski

EVENT COMMITTEE:

Bob Gabordi
Lori Levy

Ruthanne Heinly
Kyle Heinly

Eric Hostetler

Jessica Andre, Co-Chairwoman Hope Chanda, Co-Chairwoman

Mike McBride
Chris Myers
Gary Neal

Jessica Neal
Frankie Pawley

Lois Pawley
Bonnie Rudolph

Alec Russell
Monica Shah

Rebecca Shireman

John Sluder
Debbie Thomas
David Wilkison
Carey Gleason,

Executive Director

Bridges, btc, Inc. and Bridges Foundation are 501c3 registered in Florida, receives 100% of all contributions, and does not use professional fundraising solicitors.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR BRIDGES FOUNDATION, BTC, INC, A FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION (REGISTRATION NO. 768519), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY 
CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) ,WITHIN THE STATE OR BY VISITING www.800helpfla.com REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.



AUGUST 20, 2018 Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 15

effective scans,” added Waterman.

Parrish Healthcare clinicians use the Canon Medical

Systems’ Vantage Titan/Zen Edition 1.5T MR system for

brain, spine, abdominal, extremity and MR angiography

exams. The system is located on the first floor of the

Parrish Healthcare Center in Titusville, 250 Harrison St.,

with outpatient services that include diagnostic imaging

(MRI, CT, ultrasound, X–ray, mammography and labora-

tory); women’s health services; a full–service dialysis

center; and Parrish Medical Group primary and specialty

care physicians providing family medicine, internal

medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, and neurology.

“The MR Theater was designed with patients and

clinicians in mind, helping clinicians address some of the

biggest challenges they face with MR imaging–claustro-

phobia and patient anxiety,” said Dominic Smith, the

senior director for MR business units at Canon Medical

Systems.

“The features enhance patient comfort with a unique

range of audio and visual features, enabling clinicians to

complete MR exams quickly while improving patient

satisfaction.”

For more information on the new equipment, visit

www.ParrishMed.com.

Parrish Healthcare installs first Canon Medical  Systems’ MR Theater in United States; enhances patient comfort

Annual Raj Shah Memorial Blood Drive is set for Aug. 25 at FirstWave Financial
OneBlood Buses will be at FirstWave Financial in Satellite Beach from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Aug 25 as part of the

Raj S. Shah Memorial Blood Drive.

FirstWave Financial, located at 1300 Highway AIA, is a wealth management firm serving clients in Brevard County.

Giving back to the community and supporting local organizations “is a central part of their mission.”

Raj Shah was a software engineer in the community who lived with leukemia for 18 years. He was able to live the last

five months of his life because blood products were available when he needed transfusions.

FirstWave Financial is “excited to continuing partnering with this Memorial Blood Drive,” which has collected a total

of 473 units of blood in the past nine years.

“The FirstWave team is looking forward to hosting and contributing again this year. Ten years is a great milestone fo r

this event and we’re hoping for the best results ever,” said Laura Chiesman, president and WealthCoach of FirstWave

Financial. For more information about this community event, call 427–7459 or send an email message to

rajbloodrive@gmail.com.

TITUSVILLE — Patients at the Parrish Healthcare

Center are the first to have access to enhanced comfort

during Magnetic Resonance exams, thanks to the installa-

tion of the nation’s first Vantage TitanTM/Zen Edition

1.5T MR Theater from Canon Medical Systems USA Inc.

The new MR theater projects “peaceful, virtual reality

images” onto a dome–shaped screen inside the bore and

the Vantage TitanTM / Zen Edition 1.5T features exclusive

Pianissimo quiet–scan technology, which helps reduce

acoustic noise during acquisition by “99 percent.”

The audio features of the MR system and visual

features of the MR Theater provide “a truly engaging

experience” to help patients relax, enabling clinicians to

complete MR exams quickly and capture the high–quality

images they need for accurate diagnosis and treatment.

“We are proud to be the first in the U.S. to make this

advanced imaging technology available to the people and

communities we serve on the Space Coast,” said George

Mikitarian, president and CEO of Parrish Medical Center/

Parrish Healthcare. “The new MR Theater serves as

another example of our commitment to fulfilling our

mission to provide ‘Healing Experiences for Everyone all

the Time.’”

“Producing a better patient experience and sharp

diagnostic images makes for the best possible patient

outcome,” added Drew Waterman, vice president for

ambulatory services at Parrish Medical Center/Parrish

Healthcare.

“The humming sound of an MRI in operation would

sometimes unnerve patients, but that issue is substan-

tially reduced with Canon Medical Systems’ Pianissimo

quiet scan technology. Thanks to the features of this

system, we have calmer and more relaxed patients —

naturally, without medication — which leads to more

Dweezil Zappa added to King Center schedule
Dweezil Zappa, the son of legendary guitarist Frank Zappa, has signed on to perform at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday,

Oct. 25, at the King Center in Melbourne. This will be part of his “Choice Cuts” tour. Dweezil has curated a show filled

“with some of Frank Zappa’s boldest compositions” or what Dweezil dubs, “a collection of the meatiest tracks” with whic h

he plans to “satiate the appetite of Zappa fans, old and new.” Tickets may be purchased by visiting KingCenter.com .
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Over 1.5 Million Sq. Ft. 

in Brevard & Volusia
Counties

FOR SALE OR LEASE 9,807 SQ. FT.
5151 Babcock Street, Palm Bay, FL 32905

5151 BABCOCK STREET

SALE PRICE:

$1,500,000
With neighboring lot,
5131 Babcock Street: 

$1,799,000

EXCELLENT LOCATION!
Babcock Street Frontage
Main Travel Corridor with Over 
30,000 Cars Per Day
6.1 Miles from Orlando 
Melbourne International 
Airport Terminal
Convenient to I-95 & US-Hwy 1
1 Hour from Orlando 
International Airport

FOR LEASE: $15.62 SQ. FT. PLUS CAM
• Built in 2012
• Stand Alone 9,807 Sq. Ft. Facility
• O�ces with Moveable Walls
• Café & Kitchen
• Babcock Street Frontage with Back-lit 

LED Signage
• Over 30,000+ Cars Per Day & 43,000 

Residents Within 3 Miles
• Neighboring Land May Be Purchased 

with Building

REAL ESTATE

Aaron Anderson
Aaron@CIA-developers.com

321.723.3400
EXT 208

CIA-DEVELOPERS.COM



Call Adrienne Roth at 321–951–7777 for Advertising Information AUGUST 20, 2018

BBN BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 16

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER –The Astronauts

Memorial Foundation has appointed astronaut

Stephanie Wilson and retired Lt. Col Michael Olson as

members of the board of directors.

Wilson is the first active astronaut to serve on the

board of directors for the Astronauts Memorial Founda-

tion. Wilson was selected by NASA as an astronaut

candidate in 1996. She has flown three missions: STS–

121, a return to flight and International Space Station

assembly mission; STS–120, an ISS assembly mission;

and STS–131, a resupply mission to the ISS.

Wilson has served on the astronaut selection

committee as well as in mission control. She currently

supports the International Space Station Operations

branch.

Her honors include the Harvard College Women’s

Professional Achievement Award (2008); Honorary

Doctorate of Science from Williams College (2011);

NASA Space Flight Medal (2006, 2007, 2010) and NASA

Distinguished Service Medal (2009, 2011).

Olson is a career banker, currently serving as a vice

president at Lincoln Savings Bank in Grinnell, Iowa. In

2009, Olson received a congressional nomination for an

appointment by the Treasury Department to the

Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee to the United

States Mint. He proposed the 2019 Apollo 50th Anniver-

sary Commemorative Coin program while a member of

CCAC in 2014 and was a key player in its passage into

law in 2016.

Olson’s military career included several command

and staff positions with the Iowa Army National Guard.

His military awards include the Defense Meritorious

Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal and the

Army Commendation Medal. He is also a graduate of

the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College at

Ft. Leavenworth, Kan.

The Astronauts Memorial Foundation was founded

in the wake of the Challenger accident in 1986. It is a

private, nonprofit organization that honors U.S.

astronauts and astronauts who flew with U.S. crews on

American space ships who have lost their lives while on

a government mission or in training.

Twenty–four astronauts are now honored by AMF.

For more information about the organization, go to

www.astronautsmemorial.org or follow the handle

@amfcse on Facebook and Twitter.

Astronauts Memorial Foundation appoints two distinguished members to its board of directors

Bénédicte Mora joins the Coldwell Banker Residential team in Melbourne
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate recently announced that Bénédicte Mora has become an affiliated sales

associate with the company’s Melbourne office.

According to Mora, “I look forward to providing the best customer service and helping area buyers and sellers

achieve their needs with my knowledge of the area.”

“We are very happy to welcome Bénédicte to the Coldwell Banker network. Her knowledge of the area and commit-

ment to excellent customer service leads to making customers for life,” said Michael Pruitt, branch manager.

Mora may be reached at (561) 758–3585, or Benedicte.Mora@FloridaMoves.com.
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MERRITT ISLAND — The Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber of Commerce will be hosting the fifth annual

“Taste of the Coast” event from 5:30–8:30 p.m. on Friday,

Sept. 28, at the Cocoa Beach Country Club, 5000 Tom

Warriner Blvd.

Residents and area guests will have the opportunity

to sample foods from a variety of both well–known

establishments and newcomers to the Space Coast dining

scene, all in one evening.

The Taste of the Coast will feature land and sea

favorites, specialty appetizers, locally brewed and

produced beverages along with live entertainment and a

silent auction. Admission includes sampling of all food

and beverage offerings. The popular local band, Gypsy

Rain will be providing the live entertainment.

“Being a catalyst for business growth is part of our

chamber’s core mission,” said Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Jennifer

Sugarman.

“We’re excited to host this event again and showcase

our local businesses, especially those that rely heavily on

our local market for their success. Our Chamber assists

in business growth by giving them a diverse audience

from the entire county and beyond. In turn, our residents

and visitors get to know about Brevard’s expansive

dining options and local businesses and attractions.”

Hosted by the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber, Taste

of the Coast is presented by Florida’s Fresh Grill, Health

First and The City of Cocoa Beach.

Additional sponsors include Intercoastal Insurance,

GrayRobinson, PA, Viera Del Mar Health and Rehabili-

tation Center, and 98.5 The Beach. Additional sponsor-

ships are available. A limited number of non–food vendor

marketing tables are also available for $75 for Chamber

partners and $115 for non–Chamber partners.

General admission is $20 per person in advance and

$25 at the door and includes sampling of all food and

beverages offered. Additional beverages are available for

purchase.

Tickets for The Taste of the Coast are now on sale. For

more information or to purchase tickets, visit

www.CocoaBeachChamber.com or call 459–2200. Tickets

may also be purchased at the Cocoa Beach Regional

Chamber’s three offices — 400 Fortenberry Road on

Merritt Island, 3800 N. Atlantic Ave., Suite. 2, Cocoa

Beach; or The Avenue Viera location, 2261 Town Center

Ave., Suite 103, Viera.

The Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce

was established in 1968 and serves Cape Canaveral,

Cocoa, Cocoa Beach, Kennedy Space Center, Merritt

Island, Patrick Air Force Base, Port St. John, Rockledge,

Palm Shores, Suntree, Viera and Brevard County.

Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce to host its fifth annual ‘Taste of the Coast’ event

Text–to–9–1–1 now available for AT&T, Sprint, T–Mobile and Verizon customers
AT&T, Sprint, T–Mobile and Verizon cellular phone customers in Brevard now have the option to Text to 9–1–1 in

an emergency, effective immediately, following technological upgrades at the county’s 11 Public Safety Answering

Points that receive 9–1–1emergency calls.

Customers of the four major wireless carriers can now send a text (up to 140 characters) directly to 9–1–1 in

an emergency in which a call is not possible, or when speaking out loud would put the caller in danger. Also,

Text–to–9–1–1 provides the deaf, hard of hearing, and speech impaired residents with direct access to 9–1–1 Service.

“Having the capability of Text–to–9–1–1 provides invaluable safety and protection for more Brevard County

residents and enhances the ability for someone in danger or distress to reach out for help to first responders in an

emergency situation where they can’t place a phone call to 9–1–1,” said Brevard County 9–1–1 Systems Manager

Deborah Sands.

Calls or Texts to 9–1–1 are received at various Public Safety Answering Points, municipal police departments,

county law enforcement and county fire rescue, that alert the appropriate rescue agency for response throughout the

county. 9–1–1 Administration is a division of Brevard County Emergency Management, which implemented the

technology upgrade enabling this advancement. Text–to–9–1–1 was funded through a 40–cent fee paid by customers on

their wireless carrier phone bills.

“This broadens the scope of 9–1–1 and its value in a specific range of emergency situations,” said Brevard Count y

Emergency Management Director Kimberly Prosser.

“It’s not intended for general, regular use, as calling 9–1–1 is — nine out of 10 times — your best option in an

emergency. But this does allow us to provide better service to the deaf and hard–of–hearing, and also assists people in

situations where silence is necessary.”

While Text–to–9–1–1 is available, texting should only be used when a person is unable to make a voice call to 9–1–1.

For any 9–1–1 emergency, call if you can; text if you can’t.
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Melbourne

Melbourne Central Catholic High School

Ascension Catholic School

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School

Palm Bay
St. Joseph Catholic School

Indialantic
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School

Rockledge
St. Mary’s Catholic School

Merritt Island
Divine Mercy Catholic Academy

Cocoa Beach
Our Saviour Catholic School

Titusville
St. Teresa Catholic School

 Serving students in Pre-K3 and VPK4 through 12th grade  |  Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org 

Welcome Back 
Brevard Catholic School Students 

May God bless you and your family as you begin the new school 
year. May He provide you with strength and grace as you grow 
intellectually and spiritually. May your school days be �lled with 
wonder for God’s creation, passion for learning, and a connection 
with everyone in your school community.  
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The Small Business Administration
celebrates 65 years of service to
entrepreneurs across United States

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Small Business Adminis-

tration is marking 65 years of serving as a voice and ally to

millions of small firms. Since its founding on July 30, 1953,

the SBA has connected small businesses with access to

funding, mentoring, counseling, and when disaster strikes,

support to recover and get back to business.

“The SBA has helped make the ‘American Dream’

possible for millions of aspiring entrepreneurs over the

years, and today the SBA’s commitment to growing the

nation’s small business sector is as strong as it’s ever

been,” said SBA Administrator Linda McMahon.

“On our 65th year, we renew our commitment to

providing relevant products and services to these vital job

creators. As the Administration’s policies continue to drive

our economy forward and encourage more Americans to

return to the workforce, small–business owners and

entrepreneurs will look to create and expand. SBA will be

their partner every step of the way.”

There are currently more than 30 million small

businesses and they create two out of every three net new

jobs in the private sector each year, and more than half of

all Americans either work for or own a small business.

SBA provides a “hand up” to these businesses with access

to capital, mentorship and counseling to entrepreneurs,

connections to contracting opportunities, as well as directly

issues low–interest loans to people affected by declared

disasters.

As the “only go–to resource and voice for small busi-

nesses backed by the strength of the federal government,”

the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small–business

owners with the resources and support they need to start,

grow or expand their businesses, or recover from a declared

disaster. It delivers services through an extensive network

of SBA field offices and partnerships with public and

private organizations.

To learn more about the organization, visit

www.SBA.gov.

Richard’s Paint announces the hiring
of Dhawan as director of operations

Local company Richard’s Paint recently announced and

welcomed Aaron Dhawan as its director of operations.

Dhawan will be responsible for operational process

management, improvement of processes and standards,

change management, organizational design and develop-

ment, as well as general operations management.

He joins the Richard’s team from Delta Laboratories

Inc. in Ocala. Delta is a manufacturer of lacquers, ure-

thanes, epoxies, acrylics, and alkyds. Dhawan served as

general manager for that company.

During his successful tenure, he was responsible for two

paint and coatings manufacturing and distribution

locations, with all departmental managers as direct

reports, including sales, marketing, customer service,

research and development, operations, regulatory, and

quality control.

Dhawan has spent his entire career in the chemical

sector, and as an executive–level manager he has exten-

sive expertise in developing and optimizing organizational

processes, measurement systems, and infrastructure to

maximize business results in process–manufacturing

organizations.

With his skill set and areas of expertise, “we know he

will be a valuable addition to our team. We are excited to

see our future with Aaron Dhawan as a driving force

moving forward,” the company said.
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The Brevard Symphony Orchestra
Continued from page 12

Showcase is being presented by the BSO in partnership

with the King Center.

“One of the key words today is collaboration, which is

really important to all of us in the arts community,” said

Delisle. “The Showcase is the biggest collaboration of all

the arts groups in the county at one time. There will be

more than 60 area arts organizations participating in this

event. And we can’t forget that our host is the King Center

and Eastern Florida State College. They have embraced

this event in a big way, donating the King Center facilities

and staff to make this event happen on an annual basis.

We’re thankful for their support.”

The Showcase will feature live performances, displays,

and interactive activities for art enthusiasts of all ages.

The Brandon Family Concert is at 2 p.m. The concert is

put on by the BSO. “We usually have a full house for that

concert, which is some 2,000 people,” said Delisle. The

Brevard Symphony Youth Orchestra, comprised of student

musicians 6 to 18 years old, will also perform on the main

stage.

For more than 30 years, the BSO has performed a free

family concert. “Six years ago, it evolved into the Cultural

Arts Showcase. The event highlights what many organiza-

tions do best in their area of performance. And we highly

encourage the participating arts organizations to also have

some sort of family activity in their space to get the

community involved in the arts and see what these

amazing arts organizations have to offer,” said Delisle.

“The Showcase has been a big success,” said Karen

Wilson, director of the King Center’s Theatre for Youth

Program. “Where can you go in the region and experience

such a diversity of the arts and enjoy a full symphonic

family concert, and it’s all free of charge?”

She added, “This event presents the opportunity for

families to spend quality time together.”

And they can spend quality time together attending

BSO concerts at the King Center. The 65th Anniversary

Season is titled “Where There is Music There is HOPE

(Help Our Performances Endure).”

The HOPE program, open to the public, is designed to

help boost the BSO’s general operating and programming

fund. “For less than a cup of coffee, you can make a

difference and HOPE for a musical tomorrow. From $5 to

$500, every note counts!”

For gifts of $25 or more, your name will appear in the

concert program. For more information on HOPE, contact

Fischer at 242–2024 or KFischer@BrevardSymphony.com.

The 65th Anniversary Season “will feature familiar

favorites as well as pieces that will be either new to

everyone, including those on stage, or at least less familiar

and likely new to a lot of us,” said Confessore. “From the

power of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony to the passion of

Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff, our new season truly has

it all.”

This year also marks the 35th anniversary of the

Brevard Symphony Youth Orchestra.

“We are going to have them join us for the Nov. 17

concert (Beethoven No. 5). The BSYO will appear with us

doing a side–by–side performance of a piece that was

composed for groups of multiple performance abilities. And

since the BSYO has three different levels — elementary,

intermediate, and advanced — students from each of those

groups will be able to participate and play side–by–side

with the BSO,” said Confessore, who is starting his 23th

year with the BSO.

At the end of the season, the BSO will be celebrating

the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing with

a special work commissioned for the occasion.

“We have co–commissioned a piece called ‘From the

Earth to the Moon and Beyond,’ which will feature

narration and orchestration. Winston Scott (a former

astronaut who is the senior vice president for external

relations and economic development at Florida Tech) will

be the narrator. There will be some digital images

projected above the orchestra. We’re excited about that

venture,” he said.

“We have joined a consortium of orchestras in commis-

sioning this piece,” added Delisle. “It was perfect for us,

being known as the Space Coast. Everything we’re doing

this season is a celebration of some kind.”

To view the entire schedule and to purchase tickets for

the new season, visit BrevardSymphony.com. The BSO

offers a wide range of ticket package options, including the

“Premier Package,” which includes reserved concert

parking, a complimentary guest ticket and entrance into

the BSO’s three parties throughout the year. “It’s essen-

tially a white–glove service that we are offering,” said

Velez.

“We have also changed our ticketing program for

teachers and active–duty military this year. We are calling

it the ‘BSO $101’ program. That’s something we are proud

to offer our teachers in Brevard and our active military.

This year, as a thank–you for what they do for our

community, we are able to give them a more flexible ticket

option — one single price ($101) for all six BSO concerts.

Also, they can bring a friend for free to one of our perfor-

mances. There are a lot of options for people to experience

BSO concerts and we’re really excited about our new

season,” said Velez.
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DaVinci® robotic prostate removal for prostate cancer
DaVinci® robotic partial and radical kidney removal for cancer
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Commissioner Adam Putnam joins
national effort to protect Floridians
from fraudulent veterans charities

TALLAHASSEE — Commissioner of Agriculture Adam

Putnam recently announced that the Florida Department

of Agriculture and Consumer Services has joined a

nationwide partnership, spearheaded by the Federal Trade

Commission, to help Americans identify and avoid

fraudulent charities that claim to benefit veterans and

servicemembers.

The department joins the FTC, Attorney General Pam

Bondi, and other law enforcement officials and regulators

of charitable organizations throughout the country to

support the “Operation Donate with Honor” initiative.

“The brave men and women who sacrifice so much to

protect our freedom deserve all the support we can provide.

It is deplorable to exploit our nation’s heroes by scamming

Floridians out of hard–earned money,” said Putnam.

Before donating to charitable organizations that claim

to help veterans and servicemembers, Floridians should

follow these simple tips:

l Ask questions, such as: “Who is the fundraiser and

who will benefit from the donation?”; “How much of the

contribution goes to the charity mentioned in the request?”;

and “How much of the donation goes toward administra-

tive and fundraising expenses?”

l Check if the charitable organization is registered with

the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer

Services by visiting FloridaConsumerHelp.com.

l Research the charitable organization at

FreshFromFlorida.com to see how much of a donation will

go toward the individuals the charity intends to help

versus operating expenses.

l Browse Check–A–Charity.

 Report any suspicious charitable solicitations by calling

1–800–HELP–FLA (1–800–435–7352) or, for Spanish

speakers, 1–800–FL–AYUDA (352–9832). For more

information on the Florida Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services, visit FreshFromFlorida.com.

Women Unite to Share Experiences —
in the United for Human Rights Center

CLEARWATER — The first in a monthly series of

discussions about women’s rights kicked off at the United

for Human Rights (UHR) Center in downtown Clearwater.

The series is titled “The Slow Evolution of Human

Rights.” The featured speaker was Carmen Miller, a

human rights advocate and attorney.

The UHR Center, which is supported by the Church of

Scientology, hosted the event covering the history of

women’s rights violations in the United States and

present–day violations such as unequal pay at work,

discrimination, sexism on the internet, and sexual abuse in

the workplace, which created the #Metoo campaign where

countless women are speaking out and sharing their

stories.

Miller said, “I am hopeful that these discussions about

issues facing women today will help us better understand

each other and be a foundation for advancing women’s

rights in our community.”

Cristian Vargas, the executive director of the UHR

Center, added, “Women’s Rights are Human Rights! We

are all human beings and the very first article of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that we are

all born free and equal. UHR is determined to make that a

reality.”

United for Human Rights is an international nonprofit,

non–religious organization dedicated to implementing the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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Associated Builders and Contractors
Continued from page 13

five years as part of President Trump’s

“Pledge to America’s Workforce.”

The pledge, which was signed by more

than a dozen leading companies and

industry trade associations, stressed the

need to expand apprenticeship programs to

enhance career opportunities and “eco-

nomic security for current and future

generations of America’s workforce.”

Workforce development programs are a

key priority for Associated Builders and

Contractors members. The affiliated

chapters have set up more than 800

apprenticeships, craft training, and safety

programs around the nation and invested

$1.1 billion on workforce development to

educate more than 475,000 industry

employees annually.

The commercial construction economy

in Brevard County has a mighty ripple

effect that uplifts all types of companies

and businesses that are closely tied to the

building industry.

“The uptick in business we’ve seen over

the last 18 months has been tremendous,”

said Mason Howell, who manages the

HD Supply Construction & Industrial

White Cap branch on Distribution Drive in

Melbourne.

“There is a renewed fervor in the

industry as far as getting some commercial

buildings up, and residential has come

behind that.”

HD Supply has two divisions. Its

facilities maintenance division supplies

maintenance products to hotels, restau-

rants, airports, and other such commercial

entities. Its Industrial White Cap division,

which Howell works for, supplies concrete

accessories, specialty hardware, power

tools and accessories, and building

materials to commercial contractors,

basically everything from drywall to roofing

supplies. “We focus heavily on safety

products,” said Howell, who has worked for

the company for 13 years. HD Supply

Construction & Industrial White Cap has

locations nationwide.

HD Supply will host its annual Charity

Golf Tournament on Saturday, Oct. 27, at

Baytree National Golf Links. Registration

begins at 7 a.m. with a shotgun start at

8 a.m. This will be the fourth tournament

the Melbourne branch has hosted.

The event benefits the Shepherd’s Men/

Shepherd Center SHARE Military

Initiative in Atlanta. This comprehensive

rehabilitative program focuses on assess-

ment and treatment for military veterans

who have sustained a mild–to–moderate

traumatic brain injury and post–traumatic

stress disorder as a result of post–9/11

conflicts.

“The Shepherd Center operates solely

on donations,” said Howell. “There is no

cost to the client or the family, including

transportation from anywhere in the world.

Our small part in it is we host this golf

tournament to benefit that group.”

The entry fee for the tournament is

$125 per individual or $400 for a foursome.

If you register before Sept. 1, the price is

$100 and $350, respectively. Sponsorship

opportunities are also available. To register

or to inquire about being a sponsor, call

Howell at 674–6990 or email him at

Mason.Howell@HDSupply.com.

HD Supply is one of many businesses in

the region that are benefitting from the

strong construction industry market.

Billy Sanchez, who runs Always Cool

Window Tinting, which serves the commer-

cial and residential segments, says his

longtime family owned and operated firm

has seen good growth with its profession-

ally installed window–film products.

“The film, a thin sheet of window

coating, reduces heat coming into windows

and blocks UVA rays. We can also shatter–

proof windows, making them stronger. And

we offer decorative films for interior office

windows, which gives them an upgraded,

more appealing look,” he said.

Sanchez, whose company serves all of

Brevard County, added, “Business has

been very good. The cost of replacing

windows is fast rising, so people are now

looking for alternatives to upgrade their

glass rather than replace their windows

altogether. And that’s where window film

comes in. It’s growing in popularity in both

commercial and residential markets, and

we also cater to the automotive market,

which is faring well, too.”

Once installed, window film blocks

99 percent of UVA rays, helping reduce the

risk of skin cancer and eye damage,

according to the International Window

Film Association. Furthermore, profession-

ally installed window film can ameliorate

glare while still providing adequate light.

And there is little or no visible change to

the look of the windows, since window film

is available in a variety of shades, from

virtually clear to medium or dark.

“Window film has come a long way. I

have been working in this business for

more than 20 years, and the products keep

getting better and better,” said Sanchez,

who became a member of the Space Coast

Chapter of Associated Builders and

Contractors two years ago. “The Chapter is

a great way to meet people, socialize and

make some business connections, while at

the same time help educate people about

the value of window film.”

Businessman Luke Miorelli, president

of area firm MEC Contractors–Engineers,

positioned in the commercial building

sector, said he believes the market

momentum will continue well into next

year.

“It’s been a great run and I see it

continuing. It might be another 18 to 24

months before we work our way through

the pent–up demand for construction. I

think there was a huge pent–up demand

from the recession,” said Luke Miorelli.

MEC is not only building a wide range

of facilities in Brevard County, but also in

Orange, Volusia, Osceola, Seminole,

Sumter, and Duval counties.

Luke Miorelli and his wife Jan Miorelli

have had been actively involved with

Associated Builders and Contractors for

decades. “My father was the president of

the Central Florida Chapter many years

ago,” said Luke Miorelli. “So we have been

associated with the organization for more

than 40 years. ABC is the ‘voice’ of the

commercial construction industry.”

The one organization whose member-

ship represents general contractors,

subcontractors, construction management

firms, and suppliers is the more than six–

decade old Associated Builder and Contrac-

tors Inc.

It has chapters across the nation and

works to foster an environment where

contractors can thrive.

The Associated Builders and Contrac-

tors is active in governmental affairs,

business development, and education and

training, as it pertains to the building

industry.

Through the years, ABC’s legislative

efforts in Florida have eliminated duplica-

tive permitting regulations and have

passed landmark changes to “impact fee”

regulations.

“While the general contractors and the

subcontractors are out on the job sites in

Florida, the ABC is working to protect their

interests and to make sure there is a level

playing field and good operating environ-

ment for them,” said Jan Miorelli.
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Clevens Face and Body Specialists
Continued from page 1

of the American Academy of

Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery.

“I have always been interested in facial

plastics. Sometimes I would look on the

ENT Careers site to see what Fellowships

were available. One day I looked and saw

Dr. Clevens’ Fellowship listed. I decided to

apply,” said Dr. Spellman.

“I thought if I could land this Fellow-

ship, it would be great. If I didn’t apply, I

would regret not trying and perhaps miss

an opportunity or chance for this type of

training that I was looking to gain,” she

added.

Dr. Spellman is a graduate of Lake Erie

College of Osteopathic Medicine in

Pennsylvania. She was a member of the

honorary service fraternity Sigma Sigma

Phi.

Her humanitarian service projects

include having donated her time and

surgical skill as part of a medical mission

trip throughout Guatemala that served

2,500 patients.

Dr. Clevens is also involved in chari-

table work, locally and aboard. For

instance, he founded Face of Change, a

charitable entity that brings medical care

and delivers food to needy children in

developing nations. Dr. Clevens also

participates in the American Academy of

Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery’s

Domestic Violence Project, offering pro

bono reconstructive surgery to victims of

domestic violence and trauma.

Before attending medical school,

Dr. Spellman graduated magna cum laude

from the State University of New York at

Fredonia, earning her bachelor’s degree in

biology.

She has pursued numerous continuing

education and research opportunities on

topics such as reconstructive surgery,

rhinoplasty, and the role of collagen–

stimulating soft–tissue fillers for facial

rejuvenation.

Dr. Spellman said at the time she knew

one of the physicians who completed a

Fellowship in facial plastic surgery at

Clevens Face and Body Specialists. It was

Dr. Vincent McGinniss, who once served as

a U.S. Air Force flight surgeon with the

354th Fighter Squadron at Davis–

Monthan Air Force Base in Arizona.

“When I was getting ready to apply for

the Fellowship, I contacted Vince

(Dr. McGinniss) and talked to him about

his experience there. He told me he greatly

enjoyed it and had learned a lot about

facial plastic surgery. Vince said he highly

recommended the Fellowship program at

Dr. Clevens’ practice,” said Dr. Spellman,

who is now available to meet with patients

in consultation for cosmetic and recon-

structive facial plastic surgery procedures.

Dr. Spellman follows in the footsteps of

Dr. Renata Khelemsky, who just com-

pleted her one–year Fellowship at Clevens

Face and Body Specialists. Originally from

New York City, Dr. Khelemsky is a

graduate of the Albert Einstein College of

Medicine and Columbia University College

of Dental Medicine in New York City.

Dr. Clevens’ practice partner is

Dr. Amy Simon. She is a board–certified,

double–Fellowship trained plastic surgeon.

Dr. Simon has expertise in cosmetic breast

and body procedures, as well as reconstruc-

tive breast surgery. Dr. Simon was the first

surgeon in the Southeastern United States

with Fellowship training in SPAIR, short–

scar breast surgery. She is known for

bringing the “Short–Scar Periareolar

Inferior Pedicle Reduction” technique to

the South.

When she practiced in South Florida,

Dr. Spellman said she did a range of

general otolaryngology procedures. “I

wanted to do more facial plastics and found

that I was sending a lot of that work out,

referring it to other specialists. I felt like I

needed more experience to do ‘primary

plastics’ and this Fellowship program was

a perfect way to gain that experience.”

These programs are under the auspices

of the Educational and Research Founda-

tion of the American Academy of Facial

and Reconstructive Surgery. Since its

beginning in 1969, the Fellowship program

of the American Academy has prepared

more than 1,300 highly specialized experts

to be educators and leaders in facial plastic

surgery. They take their plastic surgery

training under the mentorship of some of

the nation’s top cosmetic surgeons.

The Fellowship program offers an

important platform to polish a surgeon’s

skills. For example, there are significant

opportunities for Fellows in a variety of

settings at a practice like Clevens Face and

Body Specialists.

“It’s humbling and terrific that our

practice has grown to the point where the

breadth and depth of opportunities are

such that it warrants physician training.

That is something that is often reserved

for universities or big institutions,” said

Dr. Clevens, whose practice employs 30

people and continues to grow.

His practice on the facial plastic surgery

side has wide expertise in facial cosmetic

surgery and laser surgery, as well as

nonsurgical alternatives, such as Botox

and fillers.

“And on the reconstructive side, we

treat a lot of skin cancers, including

performing Mohs surgery (a technique

used to treat common types of skin cancer).

As a result of the continuing growth and

patient volume of the practice, it affords a

great educational opportunity for the full

expanse of facial plastic surgery and facial

reconstructive surgery procedures for

Fellows,” he said.

Dr. Clevens performed his residency

and Fellowship in facial plastic and

reconstructive surgery at the University of

Michigan, where he also served as chief

resident and as a member of the facial

plastic surgery faculty.

He has more than 20 years’ experience

in his field. Dr. Clevens is a double board–

certified facial plastic and reconstructive

surgeon. He earned his undergraduate

degree from Yale University.

Applicants to the Fellowship program

must be physicians who are in or have

completed an otolaryngology or plastic

surgery residency program accredited by

the American Council for Graduate

Education or the Royal College of Physi-

cians and Surgeons of Canada, or be

board–certified in otolaryngology or plastic

surgery.

“The Fellowship program has been an

interesting experience because it affords

me the opportunity to mentor a colleague.

But it works both ways. I learn something

from the Fellows, too, based upon their

experiences in residency or in training or

in practice. So, the program enriches not

only the lives of the Fellows, but also my

life in terms of caring for my patients,” said

Dr. Clevens, who created the innovative

“Weekend Neck Lift” procedure.

Dr. Clevens’ laser–assisted Weekend

Neck Lift technique has been featured in

major national health and beauty publica-

tions, including “Allure” magazine. He also

has addressed national and international

audiences about his experience developing

the Weekend Neck Lift.

“The laser–assisted Weekend Neck Lift

is a procedure that provides excellent

contour to the neck and chin and jowls and

has only three to four days of recovery

time,” he said.

Clevens Face and Body Specialists

offers a number of different skin–resurfac-

ing procedures that remove lines, wrinkles,

brown spots and improve the texture and

color of the skin. Some of the resurfacing

technologies and techniques allow patients

to return to work or their activities “the

following day, whereas in the past patients

might have had 10 to 14 days of downtime

related to such procedures.”

He said his practice has invested in

technologies and state–of–the–art equip-

ment, “which provide the best outcomes for

patients with shorter recovery times.”

New statistics released by the Ameri-

can Society of Plastic Surgeons show

continued growth in cosmetic procedures

over the last year. According to the annual

“Plastic Surgery Procedural Statistics,”

there were 17.5 million surgical and

minimally invasive cosmetic procedures

performed in the U.S. in 2017, a 2 percent

increase over 2016.

The statistics also revealed Americans

are turning to new and innovative ways to

shape their bodies, as minimally invasive

cosmetic procedures have increased nearly

200 percent since 2000.

Minimally invasive cosmetic procedures

grew at a slightly higher rate than surgical

procedures in 2017. While three of the top–

five surgical procedures focused on the

body, the top minimally invasive proce-

dures focused on the face.

Among the minimally invasive cosmetic

procedures performed in 2017, the top five

were: Botox, soft–tissue fillers, chemical

peel, laser hair removal, and

microdermabrasion.

“I find that my patients have busy lives

and tight time schedules, whether they are

retired or actively working. Patients are

looking for procedures that produce real

results and have short recovery times.

That’s what I’m seeing in my practice,”

said Dr. Clevens.

Dr. Clevens has compiled a portfolio of

professional achievements over two

decades of practice.

This year, he was among the few

physicians nationwide to receive the

coveted “Compassionate Doctor Award.”

The honor, presented annually by Vitals,

recognizes physicians who treat patients —

not just conditions — “with care and

grace.”

Compassionate Doctor winners are

selected based on reviews from actual

patients, and other quality metrics. A

Vitals Index survey recently revealed one

out of three respondents feel the most

important quality indicator is a doctor who

“listens and spends time” with them.

This fall, Dr. Clevens will be traveling

abroad to take part in the Annual Confer-

ence of the European Academy of Facial

Plastic Surgery.

He was invited to speak at the scientific

program event, which will be hosted in

Regensburg, Germany. The program is

being billed as “one of the global highlights

in facial plastic surgery in 2018.”

Hundreds of medical professionals from

around the world will be attending. The

meeting will bring together a range of

surgery disciplines. More than 150 faculty

will be presenting videos, lectures, panels,

and roundtables over four days in five

lecture halls. The presentations will

showcase new trends, new technologies,

and new techniques in the field.

“It’s always interesting to attend these

types of meetings that are held in different

countries. The gatherings not only bring

together both facial plastic surgeons and

plastic surgeons, but also disciplines

including dermatologists and oculoplastic

surgeons. So there is a cross–pollination of

information among the fields,” he said.

Regensburg is one of Germany’s most

beautiful medieval towns. It has also been

designated as a United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-

tion site and is protected by international

treaties. To be selected, a World Heritage

site must already be classified a landmark.

“These trips aboard to attend profes-

sional association meetings in the various

countries are rich cultural learning

experiences. They are history lessons. I

learn so much about a country’s customs

and heritage. I’m looking forward to my

trip to Regensburg,” said Dr. Clevens.




