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Please see Robin Fisher, page 23

By Ken Datzman

TITUSVILLE — Robin Fisher, a lifelong resident of Brevard County

who starred on the football field for the University of Florida in the late

1970s and early 1980s as an undersized 235–pound defensive lineman, has

long been known to tackle adversity in life head–on.

His years as an athlete, including at Satellite High School, taught him

to not walk away from a challenge.

At the University of Florida, Fisher got a taste of adversity in 1979

when the Gators went 0–10–1, only to post a remarkable 8–4 turnaround

the following season under coach Charley Pell. Fisher was the starting nose

guard on the 1979 squad and led the team in tackles, with 110.

Fisher, who attended UF on a scholarship, was developing as a team

leader then and learning leadership skills that he would apply later in life

— in politics, business, and community service.

A pillar of his career has been volunteerism. For example, Fisher joined

the board of directors of the Titusville YMCA in 1990 and began a relation-

ship that is still intact today. That nonprofit organization strives to improve

the health and well–being of children and families in North Brevard.

“It was a two–year board term 28 years ago,” said Fisher, adding that in

2000 the Titusville YMCA Family Center merged with the YMCA of

Central Florida in Orlando. He agreed to also serve on the YMCA of

Central Florida Metro board, and has done so for 18 years. Fisher is on

both YMCA boards. The YMCA of Central Florida includes six counties

and 26 locations.

As campaign chairman years ago, Fisher led a successful fundraising

effort to build the Titusville YMCA Family Center. He also created the

annual Titusville YMCA Golf Classic, now in its 28th year — one of the

longest–running tournaments of its kind in the region. Set for Nov. 16 at

La Cita Golf & Country Club, the event has raised money through the

years with sponsorship support from businesses including Barn Light

Electric, Parrish Medical Center, and RUSH Construction.

Rhoda Fisher, the wife of Robin Fisher, is on the planning committee

and coordinates the volunteers for the event. “My wife’s tennis team and

her friends handle everything for the Titusville YMCA Golf Classic and

always do a great job,” he said.

The proceeds benefit the Titusville YMCA Annual Community Support

Fund. This fund provides underserved children and families in North

Brevard access to YMCA swim lessons, youth sports, camps, and wellness

initiatives.

The tournament Robin Fisher started 28 years ago began as a Gators

vs. Seminoles clash. “We put ’72 Gators versus ’72 Seminoles. The four-

somes were made up of two Gators and two Seminoles. We did that for 10

or 11 years before changing the format. There are still some people who

come to the tournament wearing their Gator or Seminole T–shirts because

they were part of the original group that played years ago.”

He said the format was changed because the Gators were consistently

beating the Seminoles on the golf course.

A former two–time District 1 Brevard County Board of County Commis-

sioner (the district includes Titusville), Fisher is regarded as one of the best

down linemen in Gator history.

An article in “The Gainesville Sun” summed up his UF athletic career

this way:

“Florida’s football history is littered with overachievers and Fisher

might be at the top the list. He consistently gave away 40 to 50 pounds to

opposing offensive linemen but was one of Charley Pell’s favorite players

because of his energy and fire.”

About 10 years ago, Fisher, who at the time was a Brevard County

Commissioner, used his energy and fire to help steer the economic turn-

around of Titusville at a critical time in the city’s modern–day history.
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University of Florida graduate Robin Fisher, a former District 1 Brevard County Commissioner, was instrumental in
leading the economic turnaround of Titusville following the shutdown of the space–shuttle program and the loss of
thousands of jobs. He worked closely with city officials, businesspeople, and residents determined to make a
difference in their community. Fisher is at his State Farm Insurance Agency office on Garden Street in Titusville. Fisher
was a standout defensive lineman for UF from 1979–81.
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Robin Fisher at center of turnaround in Titusville that now has city thriving
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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By Brad Buck
bradbuck@ufl.edu
UF/IFAS Communications
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE — If, like Charlie Brown, you seek

“The Great Pumpkin” this Halloween, you might first want

to paint it to keep it intact, said Gene McAvoy, an Exten-

sion agricultural agent with the University of Florida

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

But many factors go into growing, buying and carving a

pumpkin.

Timing is everything, said Ed Thralls, a horticultural

agent with UF/IFAS Extension Orange County, who

suggests purchasing the pumpkin about a week before

Halloween.

“I want a firm pumpkin that will stand up for several

days once I scoop out the insides and carve faces into the

shell,” Thralls said.

While some want pumpkins to serve as jack–’o–

lanterns, others eat parts of them.

“Pumpkin seeds are a delicious and nutritious snack

alternative any time of the year,” said Virgilia Zabala, a

family and consumer sciences agent for UF/IFAS Exten-

sion Orange County.

Pumpkin seeds are high in oil, protein, and total

unsaturated fatty acids. One ounce of pumpkin seeds

provides 6 grams of protein — the same amount found in

an egg. Unsaturated fatty acids are the “good” kind of fat,

the ones that benefit the heart. The antioxidants in

pumpkin seeds have been associated with a reduction in

the risk of certain cancers — gastric, breast, lung, and

colorectal cancer — and the phytosterols that pumpkin

seeds contain can help lower cholesterol levels, she said.

“In other words, pumpkin seeds may be small but they

are powerful,” Zabala said.

Not many pumpkins are grown in Florida. But that

may change in a few years.

Geoffrey Meru, an assistant professor of horticultural

sciences at the UF/IFAS Tropical Research and Education

Center in Homestead, Florida, is working with farmers in

South Florida to try to change that. Meru wants to help

grow pumpkins that are more like winter squash — and

he’s trying to develop a variety that has superior flesh

quality and nutritious seeds.

Meanwhile, McAvoy, director of UF/IFAS Extension

Hendry County, offers suggestions to those who want to

grow pumpkins.

“I would advise gardeners and potential growers that

they should start small and make sure they have an

aggressive pest and disease program,” McAvoy said. “For

commercial growers and market gardeners, timing is

everything. Pumpkins can fetch a nice price in the weeks

leading up to Halloween.”

Once Halloween is over, UF/IFAS Extension agents

recommend homeowners add the gourd’s organic materials

to their compost pile. “Make sure not to include the seeds

unless you want pumpkins growing from your compost pile

in the near future,” Thralls said. “If you do not have a

compost pile, set the pumpkin leftovers out with the yard

waste and not in the kitchen waste.”

Here’s a little history and some tidbits, courtesy of

UF/IFAS Extension faculty:

Pumpkins are part of the curcurbita family, which

includes squash, cucumbers, watermelons and others.

Europeans started the tradition of carving various

vegetable–like turnips to ward off evil spirits, and early

Americans settlers adopted the concept and applied it to

pumpkins they found in the New World.

Pumpkins are believed to have come from Central

America. Native Americans used pumpkin as a staple in

their diets centuries before the pilgrims landed. Pumpkins

and other forms of squash made up one leg of the triad of

maize, beans and squash — that once formed the diet of

American Indians.

“Pumpkins are special to Americans because they are a

colorful and decorative symbol for the fall holiday season,

including Halloween and Thanksgiving,” said Bob

Hochmuth, director of the North Florida Research and

Education Center–Suwannee Valley. “The pumpkin is an

agricultural product that represents and celebrates the

successful harvest of a farmer’s labor.”

Visit edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mv116 for more information about

pumpkins.

University of Florida’s IFAS provides tips if you are seeking ‘The Great Pumpkin’ at Halloween

USTA Campus selected to host
Junior Davis Cup, Junior Fed Cup

ORLANDO — The USTA National Campus has been

selected as the host for the next three Junior Davis Cup

and Junior Fed Cup events by BNP Paribas Finals

beginning in 2019. This marks the first time that the

premier 16–and–under world team competitions will be

held in the United States since the 1994 Finals were

staged in Tucson, Ariz.

The event has been held in Budapest, Hungary, each

of the past two years, where the U.S. Junior Fed Cup

team recently secured its second consecutive title.

The competition includes 16 nations on both the boys’

and girls’ sides, competing first in round–robin groups,

then in a knockout bracket to determine the winner.

The U.S. has won five Junior Fed Cup titles (2008,

2012, 2014, 2017–18) and three Junior Davis Cup titles

(1999, 2008, 2014). Former U.S. junior international team

members include Jim Courier, Andy Roddick, James

Blake, Lindsay Davenport, and Sloane Stephens. Roger

Federer, Rafael Nadal, and Novak Djokovic have also

represented their respective countries in the junior

international team competition.

This will be the third major international event held

in Lake Nona joining the ITF Super–Seniors World

Championships held last year and the NEC Wheelchair

Tennis Masters scheduled for November.
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By Cynthia Schmidt
UCF Forum columnist
University of Central Florida

Americans have a number of rights, and we often

confuse which rights we can use where. The Bill of Rights

spells out our rights, but do we have the same rights on,

say, the football field, as opposed to at the courthouse?

We have the most rights when we are interacting with

the government. We have fewer rights when we are in

private spaces and dealing with a private employer.

Following are some of the issues involved with the ongoing

controversy of kneeling during national anthems, both at

government events and on the sports fields.

And like any good professor teaching law I have more

questions for you than answers.

First, some givens: Americans cannot be compelled by

the government to stand for or state the Pledge of Alle-

giance. This is true, too, for little Americans in school. The

U.S. Supreme Court in 1943 ruled in West Virginia State

Board of Education v. Barnette that because of the free–

speech clause even children in public school have the right

to refrain from saying the pledge. For speech to be free, it

cannot be forced. So freedom to speak means freedom to

not speak.

This ruling on the pledge makes sense apart from case

law. What kind of Pledge of Allegiance would it be if it was

a forced pledge? And what evidence of “liberty” (as in

“liberty, and justice for all”) would there be if a person said

this under threat of penalty? (Per the Florida Department

of Education, students excused from the pledge by their

parents may remain seated; they do not have to stand nor

leave the room.) Yet in this discussion of the schoolchild I

have placed the student in a public school. And we’ve

established here that a person has greater rights when

dealing with the government than with a private school or

private employer.

A federal appeals court in 2013 (Swartz v. Isogna) held

that a person has a First Amendment right to flip off a

police officer. This is considered protected, political speech.

And we learn in the U.S. Supreme Court case Cohen v.

California that a person can wear a jacket with the words

“F* the Draft” — to the courthouse, no less.

But I am confident none of us can say without conse-

quence “Screw you” to the boss at work, wherever we work.

The message to the police is political speech, and the other

statement here is insubordination that contradicts the

mission of the employment.

So, a question: If a football player takes a knee during

the playing of the national anthem is this like a school

student remaining seated for the pledge at a public school?

Or is this closer to the office hypothetical where you’ve said

something your employer does not approve of?

Can actions without words be speech? Is it a form of

expressive conduct?

First, we must look at whether taking a knee is even

speech. Can actions without words be speech? Is it a form

of expressive conduct? Yes, sometimes action sends a

message and that can make it speech.

Let’s look at Texas v. Johnson. In 1989 the U.S.

Supreme Court ruled that burning the American flag is

protected by the free speech clause of the First Amend-

ment. The court noted that the Texas law allowed a flag to

be burned if it was old and needed to be retired, but the

same Texas law barred the burning of a flag if a citizen

was doing so in protest. One action (flag burning) was

provided for under state law if your intention was an

approved one, but another flag burning resulted in a one–

year jail sentence for Mr. Johnson, since he did this as a

form of protest.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled the state may not

mandate that citizens could do one act while thinking in

one manner, and go to jail for the same act while having

intentions the government does not favor. As a result, we

have case law that says burning a flag is symbolic speech,

and lawful speech.

So given that speech action can be a form of speech and

some speech is protected, what can we establish about the

football players? It gets even more complicated by way of

their contract. Does their job start at kickoff? Have they

contracted that the employer can regulate their life on and

off the field, before kickoff as well as after the whistle?

Where must the contract end? Could the contract dictate

how they vote? Certainly not; that would be an unlawful

contract. So we have contracts to consider but they are not

without scrutiny.

Is it relevant to our analysis of government vs. private

action that some stadiums were built with public financ-

ing, or that the NFL was given nonprofit status per the

IRS code? To what degree does the U.S. government have a

hand in professional football? What if instead of the NFL,

this was a college football player? What if this was a state

college, say here at UCF?

For discussion, let’s presume this is entirely between a

private employer and a citizen–employee (as opposed to a

college student at a state school.) Can the employer

interfere with the employee’s speech on a matter of

politics?

Take it a step further: Could the employer tell the

employee not to place a political bumper sticker on their

car? Not to write a Bible verse such as John 3:16 under

their eyes?

But are the football players endorsing a particular

candidate while taking a knee? Haven’t they said they are

protesting police violence, and is that message constrained

to a particular party?

So is this more of a belief, the belief in bodily autonomy,

of personal agency, of safety, and coming back full circle, a

request for liberty and justice for all?

Right to kneel: Can an employer interfere with employees’ political speech?

Cynthia Schmidt is director of the University of
Central Florida’s Center for Law and Policy in
the Department of Legal Studies. She can be
reached at Cynthia.Schmidt@UCF.edu.

Area professionals in the public relations industry recognized at banquet
The Space Coast Chapter of the Florida Public Rela-

tions Association recently held its annual PR Professional

and Communicator of the Year Awards Banquet at the

Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts in

Melbourne.

These individuals were recognized during the reception.

l PR Professional of the Year — Samantha Senger

The Space Coast FPRA’s highest honor is presented to

an active and committed FPRA member in recognition of

the member’s contribution of time, energy, enthusiasm and

skill to the field of public relations.

Senger is the assistant to the city manager and is the

public relations specialist for Cocoa, “and an exemplary

FPRA member.”

l Communicator of the Year — Health First

The Communicator of the Year Award is presented to a

member or organization in the community who exhibited

outstanding efforts throughout the year. Health First is

Brevard’s only not–for–profit community health–care

system and was honored for its outstanding contributions

to the community, and to FPRA.

l Rising Stars — Sara Almond and Nina Salvaggio

The Rising Star Award is presented to FPRA members

who have been with the organization less than three years,

have made significant contributions, and are interested in

or are already involved with the chapter board. They are

also actively pursuing more leadership roles within the

chapter. Almond and Salvaggio are “shining examples of

leaders on the rise.”

l President’s Award — Autumn Shrum

The President’s Award is given to a board member for

their distinguished chapter service; someone who goes

above and beyond in his or her role. Shrum is the director

of marketing and public relations for the King Center for

the Performing Arts.

l Space Coast Doris Fleischman Award — Angelica

DeLuccia

This award recognizes the “unsung hero,” rewarding

that individual who consistently provides support and

assistance to the chapter and their peers. DeLuccia is a

senior account executive with Griffin Communications

Group.

The FPRA is “dedicated to developing public relations

practitioners who, through ethical and standardized

practices, enhance the public relations profession in

Florida.”

For information about the local chapter, visit

www.SpaceCoastFPRA.com.
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Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

THE EIGHTEENTH CIRCUIT:

AN ONGOING

CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE?

BBN 3643 PAGE 5

To Be Continued ...

Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘I need to report suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015

TWO YELLOW SPOTS

THREE RED SPOTS
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Christian Care Ministry partners with Central Florida
charities for first ‘Day of Sharing’ initiative; helps many

In celebration of 25 years of service, Melbourne–based Christian Care Ministry (CCM),

which offers the fast–growing Medi–Share health–care sharing program, recently

launched its first “Day of Sharing,” a nationwide initiative to motivate and mobilize people

to share their time, talent and treasure to serve others.

On Oct. 6, Medi–Share’s 410,000 members were encouraged to band together with

their families and friends to serve their communities. CCM employees also formed teams

to perform acts of service in their local communities of Melbourne and Colorado Springs,

Colo. Here are some of the organizations CCM employees and their families served in the

Central Florida area:

l The Salvation Army, which exists to meet human need wherever, whenever and

however it can, providing shelter, overcoming poverty, stopping domestic abuse and loving

the elderly.

l The Children’s Hunger Project, which provides a way for as many elementary school

children as possible to carry food home for the weekend in their backpacks, so they can

return to school the following Monday with a better and healthier foundation for learning.

l Love Inc., which trains and unites churches to help people in need and focuses on

helping single women aged 40–60 and the disabled elderly living alone.

l Nana’s House, which provides a safe, secure, and loving home where neglected,

abused, needy, or abandoned children can come and experience God’s love and healing.

l The Dorcas Outreach Center for Kids, which provides a safe gathering place and

nurturing center after school and during the summer for low–to–moderate income kids.

l Space Coast Seafarers Ministry, which provides a home away from home and

ministry to international seafarers docking in Port Canaveral.

l The Brevard Rescue Mission, which works to permanently break the cycle of

homelessness in families by providing homeless women and their children housing, access

to health care, transportation, education, nutrition, job training and life skills in a safe,

Christ–centered residential setting.

l The Marine Resources Council, which seeks to improve water quality and to protect

and restore the fish and wildlife resources of the Indian River Lagoon, coastal waters,

inshore reefs, and the watershed by advocating and using sound science, education and

the involvement of the public at large.

l Honor America Inc., which is dedicated to increasing the knowledge of our citizens

about America’s heritage, constitutional form of government and history. As a civics

education resource to our community, Honor America operates the Liberty Bell Memorial

Museum in Melbourne and hosts numerous events and activities throughout the year.

Like so many great American endeavors, Christian Care Ministry began in a garage in

Melbourne in 1993. Founder John Reinhold partnered with the American Evangelistic

Association to form and operate the ministry. The ultimate result was Medi–Share, the

nation’s leading health–care sharing program, which joins together more than 154,000

families who share one another’s medical bills. In the past 25 years, Medi–Share members

have shared more than $1.9 billion of one another’s medical bills.

Medi–Share is based on the idea of a community that shares each other’s burdens as

the early church did in the “Book of Acts 2:44–47.”

“When we thought of the best way to celebrate 25 years of ministry, we naturally

gravitated to sharing because it’s at the heart of everything we do,” said Michael Gardner,

senior director of communications for CCM. “We want to inspire others to share tangible

acts of faith, hope and love in a way that betters their communities.”

CCM employees already serve the local community as part of the ministry’s formalized

volunteer program. Employees receive up to three paid days off each year to serve others,

and many use this time to serve local churches, ministries and other community goodwill

organizations.

Gardner said, “Our ministry hopes to once again become a catalyst to the nation by

encouraging Christians to share other people’s burdens, and modeling what an authentic

community is all about. It’s the perfect foundation for our next 25 years.”

For more details on the National Day of Sharing, visit www.DayofSharing.com.

FirstWave Financial’s Chiesman to address local chapter of ABWA
Certified Financial Planner Laura Chiesman, president and owner of the wealth–

management firm FirstWave Financial in Satellite Beach, will be the featured speaker for

the Oct. 23 networking and dinner meeting of the Oceanside Chapter of the American

Business Women’s Association. The event will get underway at 6 p.m. at the Eau Gallie

Yacht Club in Indian Harbour Beach.

FirstWave Financial has been in business for more than 20 years. Chiesman is a

graduate of Melbourne High School and the University of Central Florida, where she

earned her bachelor’s degree in finance. Chiesman is active in the community as a

volunteer and serves on the governing and guild boards for Genesis House, which provides

support and transitional shelter for homeless women and their children.

To make a reservation, email reservations@abwaoceanside.com.
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FIRST CHOICE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS PROUDLY PRESENTS

At First Choice Medical Group and The B.A.C.K. Center, we make you better

Want to be better? Come to the best.

To make an appointment, please call

THE B.A.C.K. CENTER
MAIN OFFICE
2222 South Harbor City Blvd Suite 610
Melbourne, Fl 32901

MERRITT ISLAND OFFICE
650 S. Courtenay Pkwy, Suite 100 
Merritt Island, FL 32952

www.thebackcenter.net

Anthony Lombardo,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon & Sports 
Medicine Specialist

Richard Harrison, 
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon & Hand, 
Shoulder & Sports 
Medicine Specialist

Kenneth Sands,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 
Surgeon &
Total Joint 

Replacements

Raymond 
DeLorenzi, MD, 

FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Surgeon & Sports 
Medicine Specialist

Donald Vliegenthart
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic 

Specialist

Richard Hynes,
MD, FACS

Spine Surgeon

Devin Datta, MD
Orthopaedic &
Spine Surgeon

James Billys, MD
Orthopaedic & 
Spine Surgeon

Jacob Januszewski 
DO

Neurosurgeon

S. Farhan Zaidi, MD
Physical Medicine & 

Rehab Specialist

Regina Morris
Solis MD, MMLSc.

Interventional
Pain Medicine

Susan Ville, DC
DABCO

Chiropractic 
Orthopedist

GENERAL ORTHOPAEDICS | ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY | SPORTS MEDICINE
TOTAL JOINTS | FRACTURE CARE | INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT  

PHYSICAL THERAPY

To make an appointment, please call

321-725- 2225

FIRST CHOICE MEDICAL GROUP 
MAIN OFFICE

709 South Harbor City Blvd Suite 100
Melbourne, Fl 32901

SEBASTIAN OFFICE
800 S Bay Street, Suite 5

Sebastian, FL 32958

www.myfcmg.com

To make an appointment, please call

321-723- 7716

SPINE SURGERY | NON-OPERATIVE SPINE PROCEDURES | PHYSIATRY
CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES | OSTEOPOROSIS CLINIC | ACUPUNCTURE

 INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT 
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AT&T Foundation grant to United Way of Brevard
supports health, education, and financial stability

For more than 60 years, AT&T and the AT&T Foundation have supported the United

Way, including the local agency.

AT&T is “committed to advancing education, strengthening communities and improv-

ing lives.” Through its community initiatives, AT&T has a long history of investing in

projects that create learning opportunities; promote academic and economic achievement;

or address community needs. The company’s signature philanthropic initiative, AT&T

Aspire, drives innovation in education to promote student success in school and beyond.

With a financial commitment of $450 million since 2008, AT&T is leveraging technology,

relationships and social innovation to help all students make their biggest dreams a

reality.

United Way of Brevard funds large–scale collaborations, individual agencies and

specific programs focused on the building blocks of a good life — education, income and

health, along with a safety net of health and human services. United Way also oversees

and effectively deploys resources through VITA Tax Preparation Assistance, Financial

Education, Healthy Families, Gifts in Kind and the Benefits Connection programs.

Through United Way, “the contributions of thousands of individual donors become a

force for change in the community.” United Way of Brevard was established in 1957 and is

ranked a 4–Star charity by Charity Navigator.

Recently, the AT&T Foundation continued its legacy of support through a grant of

$5,000 to United Way of Brevard. In 2018, the AT&T Foundation gave $3 million to more

than 300 local United Ways across the country.

United Way of Brevard will use the grant to support programs that create lasting

change in the community. United Way is “dedicated to improving lives by mobilizing the

caring power of communities around the world to advance the common good, as is evident

from the work the Brevard County United Way is doing in Florida.”

For example, in the past year, the organization funded a “Feed–and–Read” program to

address the summer reading loss of youngsters while providing food packs to children.

More than 30,000 books and 15,000 meal packs were distributed this summer.

“United Way of Brevard is committed to changing lives and strengthening our

community. We appreciate the care that AT&T continues to demonstrate which allows us

to have a greater reach and more impact,” said Rob Rains, president of United Way of

Brevard.

“AT&T shares United Way’s commitment to strengthening communities and improv-

ing lives,” said Dan Pollock, AT&T regional director. “The United Way of Brevard support

for programs with proven results improves the lives of our citizens by connecting them

with resources and expertise that helps them succeed.”

Florida Tech ‘Treat or Treat’ event set for Oct. 27
A free community Halloween event featuring haunted houses, live performances, a

costume contest and, of course, candy will be held from 2–6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 27, on

the Florida Tech campus in Melbourne.

“Treat or Treat” is the annual Halloween program hosted by Florida Tech’s Depart-

ment of Residence Life and its nearly 60 undergraduate resident assistants. This year,

Greek Life is lending a hand with about 100 volunteers.

Treat or Treat provides Brevard County families with the opportunity for a safe, fun

and free Halloween experience. The marquee attraction is five theatrical haunted houses

built within residence halls on the Residence Quad along Country Club Road. Four of the

houses have different “scare levels” and suggested age ranges, though all ages are

welcome in all houses. One is solely for trick or treating:

l “Under the Sea” in Shaw Hall: age range 5 and under

l “Coco” in Woods Hall: scare level 1, age range 5–8

l “Black Panther” in Campbell Hall: “scare level 2,” age range 8–12

l “Stranger Things” in Grissom Hall: “scare level 2.5,” age range 10–13

l “Slender Man” in Evans Hall: “scare level 3,” age range 13 and older

Resident Assistants will serve as actors and tour guides throughout each house.

In addition to the haunted houses, the event will include games, food, a costume

contest, music, candy, inflatables, booths hosted by both on– and off–campus clubs and

organizations, and arts and crafts.

Treat or Treat will be held in the Residence Quad and the nearby Pantherium outdoor

plaza.

“Each year is more special than the last, seeing everyone’s faces when they arrive and

get to experience all the new things we have built in our haunted houses,” said Resident

Director Zachary Eicholz, lead program coordinator for Treat or Treat. “This is a unique

Residential Life event that allows us as a university to give back to the community and

build a stronger relationship with the general public.”

Last year’s Treat or Treat drew more than 2,600 people, the highest attendance of any

Residence Life program ever. For more information on this event, including a map, visit

resquad.wixsite.com/treatortreat.
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The Balda Family Foundation announces grant
of $11,000 for Take Stock in Children Program

VIERA — Brevard Schools Foundation has announced the award of an $11,000 grant

from the Balda Family Foundation. These funds will be used to purchase Florida

Prepaid Scholarships for students in the Brevard chapter of the Take Stock in Children

Program.

The Balda Family Foundation has been a longtime supporter of the Brevard Schools

Foundation, and has donated more than $170,000 that has been used to assist more

than 50 Take Stock in Children students on their path to high school graduation and

post–secondary education.

When asked about the impact the Balda Family Foundation has had on Take Stock

in Children, College Success Coach Susan Knowles said, “The Balda Family Foundation

is an integral partner for our program. Their continued support and passion for helping

deserving students reach their full potential is inspiring.”

The Take Stock in Children program provides an opportunity for motivated low–

income, at–risk students to break the cycle of poverty through education. The program

offers students a caring mentor, College Success Coach and hope for a better future, with

the incentive of a college scholarship upon successful completion of the program at high

school graduation.

“These scholarships are allowing more students to access higher education,” said

Janice Kershaw, president and CEO of the Brevard Schools Foundation. “We appreciate

the Balda Family Foundation and the opportunities they provide for deserving students

in our community.”

Brevard’s Take Stock in Children program continues to maintain a 100 percent

graduation rate compared to the state average of 70 percent for low–income students.

Kershaw said, “This is only made possible by the generous donors who support the

program, as well as our volunteer mentors and program staff who stand with these

students, provide interventions and show them the possibilities that await them in life.

The Take Stock in Children program not only helps make sure students graduate high

school, but also prepares them for college, careers, and life.”

She said it is the strategic mission of Take Stock in Children to reach more students

through aggressive fundraising. Every scholarship dollar raised is generously matched

through the Florida Prepaid Foundation Project STARS program. “It is the Brevard

Schools Foundation vision to provide scholarships to all qualified students wishing to

improve their economic status by obtaining a college degree.”

The program has an ongoing need for volunteer mentors to serve the students in the

program, she said. Mentor trainings are provided on the first Tuesday of each month.

To learn more about this program, visit BrevardSchoolsFoundation.org.

Brevard Zoo is building home for rescued bears
The Brevard Zoo is “working diligently” with Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission

to provide a permanent home for bears who cannot remain in their natural habitat

because of unfortunate circumstances.

A 20–month–old, as–yet–unnamed Florida black bear arrived in August and will

make her appearance to guests in early 2019. The bear has already formed bonds with

keepers, who have been providing her with daily interactive enrichments. They report

that “she is very smart, curious and attentive.” The Brevard Zoo’s veterinary and animal

care staff conducted an overall wellness check and found her to be in good health.

The bear was brought to the Brevard Zoo after FWC responded to a report of a

Tallahassee–area woman feeding dog food and water to a bear. Because the animal was

accustomed to receiving food from this woman, she did not know how to take care of

herself without interacting with humans; this could have resulted in a tragic incident if

the bear remained in her natural habitat. Had she not found a permanent home under

professional care, the bear would have been euthanized.

“Florida’s bear population is on the rise, which is wonderful,” said Keith Winsten, the

Brevard Zoo’s executive director.

“However, as their habitat shrinks and our numbers grow, we’re seeing more conflict

between bears and humans — often with lethal consequences for the bear. This new

space will teach our guests how to be ‘bear aware’ and coexist with these animals,

specifically by ensuring they don’t become dependent on us for food.”

The bear habitat will be built where the red wolf yard is currently. The wolves have

moved to a behind–the–scenes area with more privacy.

As part of the Give from the Heart appeal at the Brevard Zoo’s annual “Safari Under

the Stars” fundraiser in April, attendees and additional donors contributed more than

$200,000 to the project, with the largest gifts coming from the Cover Family Fund,

Walter Gatti, Suzi Goodell, Tom and Courtney Hermansen, John and Merete

Hermansen, Vince Lamb, Martha Kehoe, Michael and Mary Louise Coleman, Thomas

Simon and Naomi Ware, and Jack and Bonnie Mollen.

Those wishing to contribute to this project should contact individual giving manager

Tracy Steele at tsteele@brevardzoo.org or call 254–9453, extension 234.
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Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex, Delaware
North donate to Sharing Centers through United Way

The Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex and its operator, Delaware North, recently

donated $10,000 to Brevard County Sharing Centers as part of its annual “Salute to

Brevard.”

Together, Delaware North and Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex have donated

$50,000 to Brevard County Sharing Centers over the last three years and more than

$187,000 to United Way of Brevard from their 2017–2018 workplace campaign.

“We continue to bring Salute to Brevard back every year because our community

means so much to us,” said Therrin Protze, chief operating officer of the Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex. “We look forward to welcoming our neighbors in the weeks to

come, as we collect supplies for Brevard County Sharing Centers. This local organization

works tirelessly to ensure everyone in our community has the supplies, and the support,

they need, and we are proud to partner with them on this effort.”

Salute to Brevard offers admission savings to Brevard residents Oct. 22 through

Nov. 4, 2018. Brevard resident ticket–pricing for these two weeks is $19 for adults and

$15 for children ages 3–11 (plus tax).

During the two–week celebration, the Visitor Complex “shows appreciation for Brevard

County residents” by offering this 67 percent discount on admission for up to six people.

Guests are encouraged to bring canned goods and non–perishable food items, baby

formula and food, and hygiene products, which will be donated to Brevard County Sharing

Centers.

“This past year has been our busiest on record,” said David Brubaker, president and

CEO of the Sharing Center of Central Brevard. “Many families are still trying to make

ends meet after Hurricane Irma affected Brevard County in September of 2017.”

He added, “Last year we provided more basic needs services than any previous year.

This includes served meals, emergency food, health and hygiene items, baby formula and

diapers, and providing for people seeking a warm night from the cold. The continued

support from Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex has had a huge impact on our ability

to meet the needs of those coming to seek help. Their engagement with the Sharing

Centers speaks volumes on how much they care about our community and those who

struggle to make ends meet. We are proud to call them a community partner.”

Proof of Brevard County residency in the form of a driver’s license or utility bill is

required to receive the special Visitor Complex admission rate. Tickets must be purchased

at the Visitor Complex on the date of entry, and only the purchaser needs to be a Brevard

County resident.

Admission includes a full day or more of fun, inspiration and educational activities.

The activities include Kennedy Space Center Bus Tour featuring the Apollo/Saturn V

Center with an actual Saturn V moon rocket. For more information on Salute to Brevard,

visit www.KennedySpaceCenter.com/launches–and–events.

Florida Forest Service now accepting grant applications
TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

announced that the Florida Forest Service is accepting applications for the 2018 Urban

and Community Forestry grant program. The program provides funding to local govern-

ments, educational institutions, Native American tribal governments and nonprofit

groups for urban forestry projects within their communities.

“As we prepare to assist our neighbors already facing a potentially devastating

hurricane season, I urge our cities and counties to take advantage of this grant opportu-

nity to more actively manage urban forests,” said Florida Forest Service Director Jim

Karels.

The Urban and Community Forestry grant program is part of Florida’s ongoing

initiative to increase and protect existing tree canopies in developed areas. The program is

offered for projects implemented on public lands in all Florida counties. This year, the

program will focus on promoting storm preparedness and storm recovery assistance.

Qualified participants may apply for up to $30,000 in matching grant funds. Program

participant projects include: public tree inventory or assessment; community storm

preparedness planning; storm preparedness information and education; and replacement

of urban canopy due to storms.

The Florida Forest Service will accept applications until Nov. 13, 2018. To submit a

proposal or to learn more, contact your local Florida Forest Service county forester or visit

the Florida Urban and Community Forestry grant program webpage. All qualifying

applications will be evaluated and ranked for approval.

The Florida Forest Service, a division of the Florida Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services, manages more than one million acres of public forest land while

protecting homes, forestland and natural resources from the devastating effects of wildfire

on more than 26 million acres. To learn more about Florida Forest Service programs, visit

FloridaForestService.com.

For more information about the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer

Services, visit FreshFromFlorida.com.
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Please see The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts, page 19

The King Center’s new season filled with wide range of entertainment options;
organization coming off strong year; opportunities for sponsors; MembersFirst
By Ken Datzman

The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts is

kicking off a new season of entertainment.

Located on the campus of Eastern Florida State College

in Melbourne, the King Center — the crown jewel of

entertainment venues in the region — has been booking a

wide range of concerts and shows for the last 30 years.

The King Center has brought some of the industry’s

big–name entertainers here, and continues to do so year

after year. And the individual doing that programming

over the last three decades has been Steve Janicki, the

King Center’s executive director.

His organization filled many King Center seats last

season and he’s looking to build on that upbeat note for

2018–2019.

“It was probably the best season we have experienced in

the past 30 years at the King Center,” he said. “We’re on a

good track right now. We ended our fiscal year on a very

positive note.”

He added, “My philosophy for programming each year

depends on many factors in the business — including the

economy and traffic in the market for performing artists.”

He said this year “is going to look similar to last year’s

season in regard to the types of shows we will be present-

ing. Hopefully, the success we saw last season will

continue on through the year and into 2019. We have some

really cool shows that we have booked for the new season.

We’re excited.”

Autumn Shrum, the King Center’s director of market-

ing and public relations, said ticket sales for the new

season “are off to a very good start.”

“I don’t think we skipped a beat over the summer,”

added Janicki.

Successful programming — bringing entertainers and

audiences together — is key for performing arts centers.

There are always economic realities and audience expecta-

tions to deal with.

On the economic front, things look good in Brevard

County. The King Center has been a beneficiary of strong

job growth and a positive business environment.

On top of that, consumer confidence continues to stay

upbeat.

“The community is growing and we are seeing that

through the new patrons coming into the King Center,

which is great,” said Janicki, a Chicago native who has

steered the King Center since it first opened in April of

1988.

“Good things are happening in this county and we are

benefiting from all that activity.”

Janicki said the King Center surveys patrons to gain

feedback on programming. The surveys are sent to patrons

after each show.

“We have received very positive feedback. Last year’s

shows were very well received, based on the survey results.

We scored high marks from our patrons. More people are

recommending the King Center to their friends. So we are

building a lot of great momentum in the community,” he

said.

A young, talented group that was just featured as part

of the “PBS” special “Doo Wop Generations” will be

performing at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 28, at the

King Center.

For more than a decade, The Modern Gentlemen —

consisting of Landon Beard, Todd Fournier, and brothers

Brian and Brandon Brigham — wowed audiences as the

Steve Janicki is the executive director of the King Center in Melbourne. Autumn Shrum is the marketing director. The King Center has
a full schedule of shows for the new season and tickets are sold at KingCenter.com. The nonprofit entity is seeking corporate sponsors
for the season, including one whose name and logo will be featured on the back of King Center tickets.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

four voices singing alongside Frankie Valli. They per-

formed with Valli on the world’s biggest stages, from

multiple concerts at Royal Albert Hall with the London

Symphony Orchestra to “A Capitol 4th” celebration in

Washington, D.C.

Together in the studio, they finely tuned their “signa-

ture sound” to iconic Frank Sinatra hits, blending the

classic sounds of yesterday with today’s modern style. The

Modern Gentlemen perform popular hits of pop, rock, jazz,

and doo wop.

“They are very good singers,” said Janicki. “They

backed up Frankie Vallie and that alone says a lot.

Frankie Vallie performed at the King Center last year.

We’re excited to be bringing The Modern Gentlemen here.”

The King Center’s lineup of shows for the new season

also includes “Philobolus: Shadowland — The New

Adventure,” set for 7 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 13.

Shadowland is described as “part shadow art, part

dance, part circus, and part concert.”

The famed dance company Philobolus, founded by a

group of Dartmouth College students in 1971, is the

creator of the hit show Shadowland, which was performed

with Britney Spears and G–Easy at the 2016 MTV Video

Music Awards.

In the more than four decades, Pilobolus has performed

on Broadway, at the Oscars and the Olympic Games, as

well as in movies. It has created more than 120 dance

works.

“They do amazing things. It’s incredible. It’s visual arts

at its finest. The performers make designs and tell stories

in shadow. It’s just breathtaking to see the detail of their

hands and everything that goes into their performances.
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Please see ‘Festival of Trees,’ page 21

Viera Regional Park Community Center new site for JLSB’s ‘Festival of Trees’
and healthy ‘Cooking with Mrs. Claus’ for children; seeks various donations
By Ken Datzman

If there is one event that clearly

identifies the volunteer team work of the

women of the Junior League of South

Brevard Inc., it’s the annual “Festival of

Trees.”

It takes a lot of planning and involve-

ment in the community by Junior League

of South Brevard members to make the

event a success every year.

As a result of the successful fundraisers

like the Festival of Trees, the nonprofit

organization is able to continue to improve

Brevard through its community projects

led by volunteers of the Junior League of

South Brevard.

The long–running Festival of Trees

brings the community together every

holiday season in a festive atmosphere —

one filled with beautifully decorated

Christmas trees and wreaths that are

donated and auctioned. It also includes

children’s pictures with Santa Claus,

cooking classes for youngsters, Mrs. Claus,

a poinsettia sale, and much more.

Junior League of South Brevard’s

flagship fundraiser, Festival of Trees, has

become a cherished tradition for many

families in the region. Last year, more than

1,000 people attended the one–day event,

and it continues to grow.

“This event kicks off the holiday season

in Brevard County and a lot of people look

forward to it every year,” said Julia Smith,

a teacher at Freedom 7 Elementary School

in Cocoa Beach who is the fund develop-

ment director for the Junior League of

South Brevard.

“Festival of Trees gets people in the

holiday spirit, even though it’s still a little

warm outside in mid–November in Florida.

They see all the trees and all the decora-

tions in such a festive atmosphere.”

“Our event is scheduled before the

hectic time of the season when the holiday

rush begins to pick up,” added Savanna

Robinson, who is chairing the 2018

Festival of Trees committee with colleague

Kelsey Pike. “We want people to embody

that holiday spirit at Festival of Trees.”

“People can visit our Vendor Market-

place for gift ideas,” said Pike, who runs

Dream Makers Travel Agency, which

specializes in Disney vacations. “Festival of

Trees will give them some ideas for

decorating their own house for the holi-

days. And, they may wish to purchase a

decorated tree and not have to decorate one

themselves. There is always a lot going on

at Festival of Trees. We’re excited to be

putting this on for the community for the

34th year.”

Pike recently moved to Brevard County

from St. Louis, where she was a Junior

League member for the last four years.

crowds have grown,” said Robinson, a

procurement analyst at Harris Corp. who

recently moved here from Orlando.

“I am excited to be able to co–chair this

year’s Festival of Trees.” She has been a

Junior League member for five years. “This

is my first year with Junior League of

South Brevard.”

Festival of Trees would not be a success

without the donations that the Junior

League of South Brevard receives from

individuals, organizations, and businesses.

There are various ways in which the

community can help make the 2018 event

a success. These include donating a large

decorated tree, a tabletop tree, or a wreath

for the silent auction. “Our event is only as

successful as the participation we receive

from the community,” said Smith.

“We bundle different things together in

a raffle basket. We have golf–themed

baskets with golf packages from area

courses. And ‘Taste of the Town’ is always

a favorite and includes gift cards from

restaurants in the region,” said Smith.

Businesses and individuals can donate

a small item or gift certificate for the raffle

packages.

Smith added, “We would love to have a

big–ticket raffle item — like some type of

jewelry — for Festival of Trees. We haven’t

been able to reach that level of donation

yet.”

You can also show your support by

being a “marketplace vendor” or being an

event sponsor of Festival of Trees.

For more information about donations

of trees, wreaths, and raffle items, or to

inquire about being a Festival of Trees

sponsor, visit JLSB.net or contact Pike or

The 2018 edition of Festival of Trees

will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on

Saturday, Nov. 17, at the Viera Regional

Community Center, 2300 Judge Fran

Jamieson Way. Tickets are $5. Children

age 2 and younger will be admitted free of

charge. Tickets are sold at the event and

online at www.JLSB.net.

“This is a new, expanded location for

Festival of Trees this year,” said Robinson.

“The Viera Regional Park Community

Center gives us the opportunity to attract

more donors and vendors, and to hopefully

continue to grow the event. Viera is a great

family oriented community, and Festival of

Trees is all about families.”

For the last three years, Festival of

Trees has been held at The Courtyard at

The Oaks in Melbourne. “We’ve had great

events at The Courtyard for three years,

but just needed more space because our

Junior League of South Brevard will host its 34th ‘Festival of Trees’ on Saturday, Nov. 17, at Viera Regional Community Center. The family event is a
fundraiser that allows the organization to continue to work to improve Brevard through its projects and volunteerism. From left, the Festival of Trees team
includes: Kelsey Pike (co–chairwoman), Dana Morgan, Savanna Robinson (co–chairwoman), Tracey Cefaratti, and Lauryn Graves. They are at Junior
League of South Brevard’s office in Melbourne.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Melbourne Regional Medical, Steward
Medical Group welcome Dr. Waser

Melbourne Regional Medical Center and Steward

Medical Group recently welcomed Dr. Gregory Waser to its

staff.

Dr. Waser has been practicing internal medicine in

Brevard since 1988. He received the “Most Compassionate

Doctor Award” for 2010–2011 and the “Florida Patients’

Choice Award” for 2008–2009.

The hospital staff also voted Dr. Waser the “Doctor with

the Biggest Heart.”

He is a member of the American Academy of Anti–

Aging Medicine, the American Association of Physician

Specialists and the American Medical Association.

“I became a doctor to help people and simply make

them feel better,” he said. “I have the honor of doing my

best to make my patients’ lives better and to drive up the

quality of care for my community. I believe that giving is

living, and my medical practice allows me to give, enrich-

ing my life and improving the lives of others.”

Dr. Waser joined the Brevard medical community

following his postgraduate studies in internal medicine at

St. Elizabeth Hospital in Elizabeth, N.J. He received his

medical degree from Ross University, with honors in

physical diagnosis and psychiatry. His board certification

is with the American Board of Physician Specialties.

In 2015, Dr. Waser was an honorary member of the

trademark “Who’s Who Top Doctors Honors Edition.” The

2014 edition of “The Leading Physicians of the World”

selected him as a “Top Internal Medicine Physician.”

“We are proud to have Dr. Waser join our team of

providers at Steward Medical Group,” said Dr. Sanjay

Shetty, president of Steward Medical Group. “Dr. Waser

brings a deep commitment to our community and proven

skill and expertise in providing compassionate care.”

Dr. Waser’s office is at 1801 Sarno Road, Suite 6, in

Melbourne. He is accepting new patients and his office

may be contacted at 259–6350.

Coasters Taphouse takes top honors at
Chamber’s annual ‘Taste of the Coast’

MERRITT ISLAND — Coasters Taphouse took top

honors as the “People’s Choice” winner at the fifth annual

“Taste of the Coast” presented by the Cocoa Beach

Regional Chamber of Commerce. Their Seafood Mac ‘n

Cheese and Beef Tenderloin Sliders with beer–braised

onions on Herb Butter was a crowd pleaser.

“The event was a huge success. We are thankful for

having such great support from our local community. We

are looking forward to hosting the event again next year,”

said Jennifer Sugarman, the president and CEO of the

Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber.

More than 350 people attended the event at the Cocoa

Beach Country Club. Thirteen food and beverage vendors

gave the public a chance to sample their appetizers,

entrees, desserts and beverages. Eighteen local business

vendors displayed their information and products. Also,

those who attended enjoyed winning prizes from the 98.5

The Beach Spin–to–win wheel, bidding on more than 50

silent auction baskets and listening to live music by the

Gypsy Rain Band.

In addition to Coasters Taphouse, Rising Tide Tap and

Table took second place in the People’s Choice competition

and Florida’s Fresh Grill was third. The Best Decorated

Vendor Table went to the Brevard Humane Society.

Event sponsors included: Florida’s Fresh Grill, Health

First, City of Cocoa Beach, Intercoastal Insurance,

GrayRobinson, “Florida Today,” “Hometown News,” Viera

del Mar Health and Rehabilitation Center, 98.5 The

Beach, and TSS Photography of Florida’s Space Coast.

Brevard Schools
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Everyone loves poking around their favorite museum or

nonprofit gift shop. On Nov. 17, you can explore a variety of

such gift shops in one central venue.

The Museums of Brevard (MOB) will present its second

annual “Alternative Gift Fair” from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the

Veterans Memorial Center on Merritt Island (behind

Merritt Square Mall). This unique event will offer unusual

and singular gift items from a variety of Brevard nonprofit

agencies.

Becky Zingarelli, MOB president, noted that, among

the unique pieces to be featured at the 2018 Alternative

Gift Fair are: military memorabilia, law enforcement–

themed gifts, aviation–related options, artwork created by

horses, nature–themed gifts, artwork, jewelry, toys and

books.

“The gift fair is a chance to look for unusual presents for

those ‘hard to shop for’ folks — things you just can’t find at

a department store or even on–line,” Zingarelli said. “It’s

even better that you do so while supporting your favorite

cause, because when you buy here, you are giving twice —

once to the person you’re buying for and once to a worth-

while organization. Plus, you can gather information about

organizations you might be interested in supporting, or

facilities you’d like to visit.”

Museums, historical sites and nonprofits with booths at

the fair will include the Veterans Memorial Center,

American Police Hall of Fame, Warbirds Museum, Sam’s

House, the Surf Museum, Brevard Museum of History &

Natural Science, Girl Scouts of America, Wild Horse

Rescue Center, and others.

The MOB is a consortium of local museums and

historical sites that have come together to share resources

and information, and to co–promote each other.

“Our goal is to make the public aware of the rich variety

of cultural and nonprofit venues here in Brevard County,”

said Zingarelli. “This is a great group that really cooper-

ates and works to promote each other, our region’s unique

cultural attractions and nonprofit agencies, and Brevard

County in general.”

For more information about the event, contact any of

the participating museums or the Veterans Memorial

Center at 453–1776 or Tarae@aphf.org. The Veterans

Memorial Center is located at 400 S. Sykes Creek Park-

way.

Museums of Brevard to present ‘Alternative Gift Fair’ Nov. 17 at Veterans Memorial Center on Merritt Island

Annual Bazaar and Craft Show set for Holy Spirit Church Hall in Mims
The Holy Spirit Council of Catholic Women invites the public to come to its annual Fall Bazaar and Craft Show on

Friday, Nov. 2, and Saturday, Nov. 3, at Holy Spirit Church Emmaus Hall, 2309 Holder Road in Mims.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event will include a silent auction, 30 vendors with homemade crafts, baked goods,

jewelry, potpourri table and gifts for holiday giving. Special this year will be gift certificates from Cape Canaveral

restaurants and “Eat Around Titusville.” Bidding on the silent auction will close at 2 p.m. on Saturday .

The Council of Catholic Women helps many local charities and proceeds from this major fundraiser benefit scholar-

ships for high school graduates.

For more information on this community event, call 269–6470.
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Nursing professor receives $1.2
million federal grant to reduce the
health risks of Native American youth

By Dr. Marilyn McGhee
mmcghee@nursing.fsu.edu
College of Nursing
Florida State University

TALLAHASSEE — A Florida State University nursing

professor is working toward reducing health risks among

Native American and Alaska Native young adults in urban

Florida thanks to a new federal grant.

John Lowe, the McKenzie Endowed Professor for

Health Disparities Research in the College of Nursing,

received the $1.2 million grant from the Substance Abuse

and Mental Health Services Administration, a branch of

the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

“Professor Lowe’s work in reducing health risks such as

substance abuse, HIV and hepatitis is a vital area of public

health research,” said Vice President for Research Gary

Ostrander. “This grant allows him to continue to expand

this important body of research and develop interventions

that will help a great number of people.”

Lowe, who is also the director of the Center for Indig-

enous Nursing Research for Health Equity (INRHE), is the

principal investigator for the project, “Community

Partnership for Preventing Health Risks among Florida

Urban American Indian & Alaska Native Young Adults.”

“There remain enduring health disparities, substantial

service gaps and a large, unmet need for state of the

science prevention for substance abuse, HIV/AIDS and

viral hepatitis among urban American Indian and Alaska

Native young adults in Florida,” Lowe said. “This project

will contribute significantly and meaningfully to closing

this gap and addressing these health disparities.”

The project will aim to provide a solid foundation for

delivering sustainable, high–quality, accessible, state–of–

the–science substance abuse, HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis

prevention research and services to urban American

Indian and Alaska Native young adults, ages 18–24, living

in Florida.

“This new grant is a tremendous accomplishment for

Dr. Lowe,” said Judith McFetridge–Durdle, dean of the

College of Nursing. “This new project aligns with the

mission of the INRHE center and will generate informa-

tion to improve health equity for indigenous people. This

grant marks a new era for the College of Nursing as we

strive to generate new knowledge and contribute to the

research mission of the university.”

Lowe’s project will include age and culturally appropri-

ate activities directed toward reducing substance abuse

and the transmission of HIV and viral hepatitis.

For more information on the Center for Indigenous

Nursing Research, visit nursing.fsu.edu/research/center–

indigenous–nursing–research–health–equity.

Bikers Against Trafficking’s Cannavino to speak
The Nov. 12 meeting of the Brevard Federated Republi-

can Women will feature Diena “Rainey” Cannavino,

national vice president of Bikers Against Trafficking. She

will tell her “heart–rending story of sexual abuse and

recovery.” Bikers Against Trafficking was started in

January 2016 to educate people about the tragedy known

as human sexual trafficking. The meeting will begin at

11 a.m. at the Duran Golf Club, 7032 Stadium Parkway, in

Viera. A $20 meeting fee is required and covers lunch.

Reservations are due by Nov. 7 and can be made at

www.BrevardFederatedRepublicanWomen.org or by

calling 727–1212.
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PALM SHORES — The National Association of

Realtors has released the 2018 Member Safety Report,

which surveyed more than 3,000 members about how safe

they feel while on the job, their personal safety experiences

and the safety procedures they follow.

The report found that nearly a third of Realtors

experienced a situation that made them “fear for their

personal safety” or safety of their personal information and

43 percent of Realtors choose to carry self–defense

weapons.

“Realtors understand better than anyone the safety

risks associated with real estate transactions, so it is

imperative to share safety protocols with home buyers so

they can learn about what they may encounter during the

home buying process,” said Mike Artelli, 2018 Space Coast

Association of Realtors president.

The most common circumstances that resulted in

fearful situations were open houses, showing vacant and

model homes, working with properties that were unlocked

or unsecured and showing homes in remote areas.

Here are some safety protocols and guidelines from the

Space Coast Association of Realtors that you should expect

and keep in mind when working with a Realtor, which

ensure a safe experience for all parties involved.

l Meet at your agent’s office. Instead of meeting for the

first time at a property, a Realtor may set–up the initial

meeting at their office. “Most people would tell you that

meeting at a real estate professional’s office is much more

comfortable and appropriate for the first meeting and

makes both parties feel safe,” Artelli said.

l Secure your personal information. Your agent may

make copies of your driver’s license and mortgage

preapproval letter for their records. This allows the agent

to keep a record of your information at their office to be

stored in a secure place. So be sure to have these items on

hand for your initial meeting. “According to the report,

nearly 70 percent of real estate offices have standard

procedures for safeguarding client data and information.

Keeping this information safe and secure is an important

step that ensures a safe agent and client relationship,”

Artelli said.

l Don’t view vacant properties at night. Your agent may

only show vacant properties by day, so you can see what

safety hazards exist, such as loose floorboards or any other

defects. So, when viewing a vacant property, expect to view

it during daylight hours.

Realtors share safety tips for homebuyers and sellers, more than NAR 3,000 members respond to survey

Monster Mash Halloween Dance Party set Oct. 26
The City of Cape Canaveral will present its family friendly Halloween event on Friday, Oct. 26. The Monster Mash

Halloween Dance Party is for families with children ages 12 and younger to come and enjoy a “spooktactular” evening of

dancing, games, candy and costumes. The event will be held at the Nancy Hanson Recreation Complex in Cape

Canaveral, 7300 North Atlantic Ave., and will feature a community “trunk or treat competition,” family photo booth and

a “haunted library” hosted by the Cape Canaveral Public Library. Admission to the event is free. Spaces are limited fo r

the “trunk or treat” and those wishing to enter a vehicle must register. For more information on this event contact

Culture and Leisure Services at 868–1226.
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The Studio at BAC to host its sixth annual
Performing Arts Showcase at King Center

ROCKLEDGE — The Studio at BAC, the arts program

of Brevard Achievement Center (BAC), will present its

sixth annual Performing Arts Showcase on the main stage

of the Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts at

10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 30.

The event is free of charge and open to the public.

The Showcase features seven middle and high school

Exceptional Student Education classrooms from Brevard

Public Schools and one class of adults with disabilities

from BAC’s Adult Day Training program.

Each class works with a visiting artist for eight weeks

leading up to the Showcase to create and practice their

performance. This year’s teaching artists are Blast Off

Performing Arts improv troupe, musicians Charles

Baumgartner and Chris Kahl, as well as dancers Destinee

Rhodes and Alicia Robin.

“The Showcase isn’t just about performing,” said Lee

Sorensen, arts program manager. “Learning the routines

helps our artists with disabilities stay focused, increases

their cognitive skills and improves self–esteem. Plus, for

many, the Showcase is the only opportunity they will ever

get to perform on stage.”

These schools will be participating in the Showcase:

Astronaut High School, Bayside High School, Eau Gallie

High School, Kennedy Middle School, Southwest Middle

School and Space Coast Junior–Senior High School.

A reception will be held in the lobby before the Show-

case. For more information about this event, visit

bacbrevard.com or call Sorensen at 537–4243.

Justin Hayward of Moody Blues fame
to perform Feb. 20 at the King Center

The King Center in Melbourne will present Justin

Hayward in concert at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 20, with

support from Mike Dawes. Having chalked up 50 years at

the peak of the music and entertainment industry,

Hayward’s voice has been heard the world over. Known

principally as the vocalist, lead guitarist and composer for

the Moody Blues, Hayward’s enduring talent has helped to

define the times in which he worked.

Over the last 45 years the band has sold 55 million

albums and received numerous awards. Commercial

success has gone hand–in–hand with critical acclaim. The

Moody Blues are renowned as innovators and trailblazers

who have influenced many fellow artists. Hayward is

honored with the Moody Blues on the Rock Walk Hall of

Fame on Sunset Boulevard, and this year the band will be

inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

He joined the Moody Blues in the summer of 1966.

Hitting his stride immediately with the single “Fly Me

High,” he followed it up with the classic hit songs, “Nights

in White Satin,” and “Tuesday Afternoon,” from the

seminal album, “Days of Future Past.”

Hayward created other classic hits such as, “Question,”

“The Voice,” “I Know You’re Out There Somewhere,” “The

Story In Your Eyes,” and “Your Wildest Dreams.” These

laid the foundation for the success story of the Moody

Blues, as well as his solo work, which continues to this day.

While releasing solo albums, DVDs and working on

many different projects, Hayward continues to tour all

around the world with the Moody Blues.

Dawes is hailed “as one of the world’s finest and most

creative modern fingerstyle guitar performers.”

His acclaimed solo music has gained more than

50 million hits on popular video–sharing sites since the

release of his debut album in 2013.

Tickets for this concert may be purchased by visiting

KingCenter.com or by calling 242–2219.
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The Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing Arts
Continued from page 12

I think the audience is going to really enjoy this show,”

said Janicki.

Pilobolus continues “to propel the seeds of expression

via human movement to every corner of the world, growing

and changing each year while reaching new audiences and

exploring new visual and musical planes.”

Also set for the new King Center season is “Jukebox

Hero: The Musical.” This is a “new show just hitting the

road,” he said. “It features the music of Foreigner. They

have endorsed this show and are supporting it every way

they can. I’m really excited about Jukebox Hero. I can’t

wait to see it.”

Jukebox Hero: The Musical will be coming to the King

Center on Tuesday, March 12. Jukebox Hero was

Foreigner’s 1981 hit song.

Foreigner co–founder Mick Jones said in a statement

announcing the show: “I never could have imagined when I

set out to create Foreigner 40 years ago, that we’d still be

touring around the world and performing the music we

love all these years. I am so proud that these songs will

now be reinterpreted for stage, and am honored by the

team that is helping bring this music to life.”

Jukebox Hero is set in Blaydon, Penn., “a rust–belt

town dependent on one main industry. The story starts

with the closure of its biggest factory and the plight of its

now unemployed workforce. The town seeks the help of

Blaydon’s most famous son, music superstar Ryan.”

Jukebox Hero is written by Dick Clement and Ian La

Frenais, writers of “Across the Universe,” “The Commit-

ments,” “The Tracey Ullman Show” and other productions.

Jukebox Hero features all of Foreigner’s 16 top–30 hits,

including “I Want To Know What Love Is,” “Cold As Ice,”

“Waiting for a Girl Like You,” “Hot Blooded,” “Urgent,”

“Double Vision,” “Feels Like The First Time,” “Head

Games,” and their No. 1 and most–played anthem,

“Jukebox Hero.”

“World of Musicals” is another interesting show that is

on the King Center schedule in March. “And sales are

doing really well for that show,” said Shrum.

World of Musicals is billed as “all of the hits in one

show,” a production that is more than two hours long. This

is an “emotional journey through the great world of

musicals which will leave the audience spellbound.”

With beautiful and emotional ballads from “Evita,” “Les

Miserable,” and “Phantom of the Opera,” along with

favorites from “Dirty Dancing,” “We Will Rock You,” and

“Mamma Mia,” there is something in this show for

everyone.

The newest musicals such as “Rocky” and “Sister Act”

will also be featured, as well as the classics from “Cats”

and “The Lion King.”

The full schedule of shows for the new season is posted

at www.KingCenter.com. Tickets for all the shows are on

sale there. This is the only official site to purchase King

Center tickets, said Shrum. “We ask people to go directly to

the KingCenter.com site and not ‘Google’ it because you

might end up on a scalper’s site,” she said.

If you want to secure really good seats, the King Center

has a program called “MembersFirst,” which is growing

each season.

“We’ve had a lot of success with MembersFirst,” said

Shrum. “The members have the first opportunity to

purchase great seats at the King Center before the public,

and it doesn’t matter how many shows the members

purchase. There is an annual membership fee (the entry

level is $65 a year). The members also get advanced notice

of the shows we add during the season.” MembersFirst is

important to the King Center because ticket sales comprise

60 to 70 percent of the King Center’s revenue.

Grants, fundraisers, concession sales, corporate

sponsorships, and MembersFirst are some of the addi-

tional revenue streams that help round out and balance

the budget at the end of the year.

Shrum said the King Center is seeking corporate

sponsors for the new season.

“We have some exclusive space on the back of our

tickets and we are looking for a sponsor to put their name

on the space. We also have several levels of sponsorships

that feature various benefits listed on our website.” The

King Center sponsorships start at $500.

To inquire about the ticket–space sponsorship, or

being a King Center sponsor in general, contact Shrum at

433–5720.

The King Center is a multi–story, 100,000–square–foot

facility dedicated to educational, cultural, and community

events. The King Center features a 2,016–seat main

theater and a 288–seat Studio Theatre.

The facility also includes the Crown Club VIP room

where members enjoy special benefits; a Harris Corp.–

sponsored art gallery featuring monthly exhibits located in

the King Center lobby; and a spacious rotunda available

for receptions, corporate functions, and other special

events.

“We can accommodate all types of groups and organiza-

tions for various gatherings. And we have a very active

catering operation, too, for King Center functions. We are a

growing organization. The more people support us the

more entertainment we can bring to the community,” said

Janicki.
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Norwegian Cruise introduces first school
built with proceeds from relief campaign

MIAMI — Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings Ltd., a

leading global cruise company operating the Norwegian

Cruise Line, Oceania Cruises and Regent Seven Seas

Cruises brands, has announced the opening of Ivan

Dawson Primary School, the first school to be constructed

as a result of the company’s Hope Starts Here hurricane

relief campaign.

Together with All Hearts and Hands — Smart

Response, the company raised more than $2.5 million to

deliver early relief response and rebuild safe, resilient

schools in the Caribbean communities impacted by

Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

A portion of the proceeds was used to build the

primary school on Tortola, British Virgin Islands. On

Oct. 5, Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings officials attended

the grand opening celebration of the Kindergarten

through sixth grade school, which will open its doors to

students on Oct. 31.

“We are incredibly proud to celebrate the opening of

this first school in partnership with All Hearts and Hands

— Smart Response, which is a direct outcome of our Hope

Starts Here hurricane relief campaign,” said Frank Del

Rio, president and CEO of Norwegian Cruise Line

Holdings Ltd. “We are immensely grateful for all those

who have contributed to the construction of the Ivan

Dawson Primary School and who have helped restore

hope to families in the community.”

The Hope Starts Here hurricane relief program

launched in late September 2017, when the company

partnered with relief organization All Hands and Hearts

— Smart Response to help provide immediate relief in

Key West and reconstruct schools and critical infrastruc-

ture in affected islands in the Caribbean including St.

Thomas, St. Maarten and Tortola.

It has been the largest fundraising campaign in the

company’s history. Within 90 days of the launch, Hope

Starts Here reached its goal of raising $2.5 million to

assist All Hands and Hearts — Smart Response. The

program has received more than $1.25 million in

donations from the company’s valued team members,

loyal guests, travel partners and business partners, which

Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings Ltd. has matched.

National’s Palm Bay office to host ‘Trick or Treat’
National Realty of Brevard’s Palm Bay office will be

hosting a “Trick or Treat” event for youngsters on

Oct. 30–31. The office will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Bring the kids for a treat during these hours. Adults can

register for a prize. Additionally, the office will be

collecting non–perishable food items to help feed needy

families. The food drive will continue through Dec. 14.

For more information on this event, contact Pam Harrell,

the sales manager at the Palm Bay office. Her email

address is PHarrell@cfl.rr.com and her office number is

725–8120.

Dr. Mullins to address League of Women Voters
The League Women Voters of the Space Coast will

host a “Timely Topics Luncheon” from 10:30 a.m. to

1:30 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 5, at the Brevard School

Board Office, 2700 Judge Fran Jamieson Way in Viera.

The event is open to the public and will feature Dr. Mark

Mullins, the new superintendent of Brevard Public

Schools. He will be speaking on the topic “Can the

Community be Sure our Students are Prepared for their

Future.” He will also be discussing various topics,

including teacher salaries, charter schools and

Amendment 8. Go to www.LWV–SpaceCoast.org to

register for the luncheon.
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‘Festival of Trees’
Continued from page 13

Robinson at FOT@JLSB.net. The office

number is 610–8950.

Festival of Trees will include a poinset-

tia sale. There are three different pot sizes

available this year — six inch ($10), eight

inch ($16) and 10 inch ($22), “and they

come in red, white or pink,” said Robinson.

“The great thing is these beautiful poinset-

tias come from the same grower that

supplies Disney World in Orlando.”

To place an order, visit JLSB.net. The

orders must be submitted by 5 p.m. on

Nov. 18. Pickup is scheduled Nov. 27. The

pickup location is to be determined based

on the number of plants sold. An email will

be sent with the pickup information on

Nov. 20. There is free delivery for poinset-

tia orders of more than $300.

“This will be our third year selling

poinsettias at Festival of Trees and our

volume continues to grow,” said Smith.

“All the proceeds we receive from this

event, including the sale of the poinsettias,

go directly to the projects that Junior

League of South Brevard supports in the

community,” said Smith.

One of those Junior League of South

Brevard projects is “Kids in the Kitchen,” a

program that helps educate children and

their families about nutrition and fitness.

The Kids in the Kitchen event was

created years ago by the Association of

Junior Leagues International Inc., with the

goal of engaging children in the prepara-

tion of healthy food and learning about the

importance of exercise.

Today, Junior Leagues in more than

200 communities, including locally, have

Kids in the Kitchen programs. The Junior

Leagues partner with local organizations,

chefs, and nutritionists. Junior League of

South Brevard conducts its Kids in the

Kitchen program in the spring.

“At the Festival of Trees, the League

will be doing a program called ‘Cooking

with Mrs. Claus,’ which dovetails with the

Kids in the Kitchen initiative,” said Smith.

“It’s one of our community outreach

projects. It’s a free event for children (when

the adult family member purchases a $5

ticket to Festival of Trees). Children must

register on our website to take part in

Cooking with Mrs. Claus. The goal of both

“Kids in the Kitchen” events is to promote

healthy food choices and nutrition with

young people and stress the importance of

exercise. At Festival of Trees, the kids will

get to cook with Mrs. Claus and make some

healthy snacks and enjoy some fun

activities. They always have a great time.”

Kids in the Kitchen is grounded in the

belief that children and families empow-

ered with the knowledge of how to feed and

exercise their bodies will be less likely to

become obese and subsequently less likely

to suffer the many associated health risks,

including diabetes and heart disease.

Another Junior League of South

Brevard community project is “Fueling

Kids.” This initiative also focuses on

improving children’s health through

nutrition and physical activity. Fueling

Kids provides healthy snacks and physical

activity for children participating in after–

school programs.

“Fueling Kids is a program we have

been doing for several years,” said Smith.

“For example, we stock the food pantries at

Sabal Elementary School in Melbourne

and Christa McAuliffe Elementary School

in Palm Bay. We also do field trips at Sabal

Elementary. Our volunteers run an entire

event at that particular school. We’re out

there working to improve the community.”

And the women of Junior League of

South Brevard have been doing that for the

last 52 years.

Members, for example, assisted the

Brevard County Commission in developing

Erna Nixon Park. They were instrumental

in the creation of The Haven for Children,

and Club Esteem. In fact, The Haven

began as a Junior League of South Brevard

project in 1986.

Today, a new generation of volunteers

are leading the way for Junior League of

South Brevard.

“If you want to be involved in commu-

nity service, Junior League provides a

great avenue to do that. And it’s rewarding

to see how this organization is helping

uplift the community,” said Pike.

Members of Junior League obtain

valuable skills and experiences that enable

them to hone their potential as leaders in

their communities.

They acquire skills and knowledge in a

range of areas, including organizational

development, community–needs assess-

ment, mentoring, advocacy, communica-

tions, strategic planning, and networking.

Women who join the organization first

do a “provisional” year with Junior League

of South Brevard. Provisional members are

those who are in the process of completing

admission requirements for active mem-

bership.

The provisional year is designed to

provide opportunities to learn more about

the community, train for volunteering, and

learn about the responsibilities that come

with League membership.

“Junior League of South Brevard is the

kind of organization that makes you feel

proud to be a member because of the work

it does in the community,” said Smith. “We

all strive to make the community better

through our projects. And events like

Festival of Trees is where our funding

comes from for our projects. We’re hoping

the 2018 Festival of Trees will be the best

ever.”
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Robin Fisher
Continued from page 1

He worked alongside a team of city officials, business-

owners, and residents determined to make a difference in

their community.

Fisher served on organizations and committees that

created strategies to uplift the city at a time when its

economic underpinning — the space industry — was

shifting its focus. Titusville had to deal with both the

shutdown of the space–shuttle program and cancellation of

NASA’s Constellation program. As a result, Titusville lost

thousands of space–related jobs.

What’s more, this was during the time of the “Great

Recession.” The first signs of that downtown started in

2006 when housing prices began to fall. Negativity set in.

Even CBS’ “60 Minutes” came to town and captured scenes

of a depressed city suffering from job loss.

Titusville had to chart its own future, and it did —

attracting manufacturing, aerospace, and aviation

companies to the city, as well other types of businesses.

Today, Titusville and North Brevard County are

thriving with new businesses, new single–family home

subdivisions, low unemployment, strong business reten-

tion and expansions, and revitalization. Economic develop-

ment has been on the upswing for several years.

“A lot of positive change has taken place in Titusville.

Right now, North Brevard County has a lot of momentum

behind it,” said Fisher, in an interview conducted at his

State Farm Insurance Agency office on Garden Street.

He said a lot of businesspeople, city officials, and

residents were involved in reversing Titusville’s fortunes.

“The first thing we set out to do was change the mindset in

Titusville,” said Fisher, a 1981 UF graduate with a degree

in public relations. “We created the ‘Greater Titusville

Renaissance’ campaign. That was designed to get

Titusville to believe in itself, and reinvest in itself, and to

get the Titusville community to buy into that.”

North Brevard has issued more than 150 approvals for

community projects and businesses as a result of Greater

Titusville Renaissance advocacy and the work of individu-

als. More than $1.2 billion has been invested in Titusville

since 2011.

The next strategic move to turn around Titusville was

the creation of the North Brevard Economic Development

Zone. “And that was huge, the beginning of the transfor-

mation of Titusville. The Zone incentivized people to make

investments here,” Fisher said.

The North Brevard Economic Development Zone,

whose current board chairman is George Mikitarian, the

president and CEO of Parrish Medical Center, was created

in July 2011 by the Brevard County Board of County

Commissioners, which included Fisher. The organization

was approved by the County Commission and the

Titusville City Council.

The North Brevard Economic Development Zone, which

runs from State Road 528 north to the Volusia County line,

was set up as a “Special Dependent District” established

under Florida statute. It was conceived with the main goal

of spurring job growth and economic development in that

part of the county. Troy Post is executive director of the

North Brevard Economic Development Zone.

“Probably the centerpiece of that whole effort is the new

mall, Titus Landing. If you look at that property today, I

think you would say ‘Wow! This is community revitaliza-

tion at its best.’ It was a game–changer for Titusville,”

Fisher said.

He added, “We took an old property (Miracle City Mall

at U.S. 1 and Hopkins Avenue) that was screaming blight

— right on the main corridor of the city — and revitalized

it. The rundown property was sitting on a 32–acre parcel.

When people drove by, I can imagine their comments, ‘This

town is done.’ I learned early on, if you are going to change

the mindset, you’ve got to do something big and bold. So,

we took that on as our project to do something big and

bold.”

Fisher thought if the old mall property was trans-

formed, “then other businesses would start making

investments. We could perhaps see a domino effect in other

areas of the city, and that’s what happened. Titus Landing

was a hard project to do. It took a lot of time. But we did

it.”

The roughly $60 million Titus Landing shopping

complex has changed the face of Titusville. A $6.5 million

grant from the North Brevard Economic Development

Zone is being used for infrastructure improvements.

“Because of the North Brevard Economic Development

Zone, we were able to offer incentives for somebody to step

up, take a chance, and develop Titus Landing. You can do

things when you have money. It takes money to make

money,” said Fisher.

Tenants at Titus Landing include Hobby Lobby, Pet

Supermarket, BB&T Bank, AT&T, Dunkin’ Donuts,

Bealls, Ulta Beauty, Wayback Burgers, Tuesday Morning,

Epic Theatre, Harley–Davidson, and a Parrish Medical

Center/Mayo Clinic facility. The project will also include a

Towne Square featuring a large, grassy lawn, bocce ball,

and stage area.

Once Titusville was able to stabilize the situation and

continue moving forward toward progress, a flurry of deals

was announced, adding fuel to the city’s resurgence.

Those deals included Blue Origin LLC, a privately

funded aerospace company owned by Amazon founder Jeff

Bezos. Blue Origin selected Titusville for the company’s

multimillion–dollar manufacturing and processing facility.

Georgia, North Carolina, and other sites within Florida

were considered before Titusville’s Explortation Park

became the choice for the Blue Origin project and the

announcement of the creation of more than 300 high–

paying jobs and a capital investment of $205 million over

five years.

That announcement was made in September 2015,

when Fisher was chairman of the Brevard County Board of

County Commissioners. Also in that month, Embraer

broke ground on a new 50,000–square–foot facility for the

company’s Aero Seating Technologies division at Spaceport

Park in Titusville. Embraer created roughly 150 new jobs

to design, develop, and produce luxury–seating solutions

for their various commercial and executive jet products.

The announcements of new businesses heading to

Titusville kept coming, including OneWeb Satellites’ new

manufacturing plant and RUAG Space USA Inc.’s new

production facility.

While all these upbeat economic–development an-

nouncements were taking place, Titusville began to

emerge as a “Trail Hub” with the completion of the

downtown pedestrian trail connection, where three

separate cycling trails converge: the Coast–to–Coast Trail,

the St. John’s River–to–Sea Loop, and the East Coast

Gateway. These trails are attracting thousands of cycling

and non–motorized outdoor enthusiasts to Titusville.

Fisher said he is a frequent rider. “It’s great exercise.

I take off going through downtown Titusville and about

10 miles up the road you start to see old Florida. It’s

gorgeous.”

This year, Titusville was designated as a “Trail Town”

at a Florida Department of Environmental Protection,

Office of Greenways and Trails Council meeting in

Tallahassee. A Florida Trail Town is a community close to

a long–distance non–motorized recreational trail which

welcomes hikers, bicyclists, skaters, and joggers. Titusville

is the second Trail Town designation given in Florida.

The Coast–to–Coast Trail is a 250–mile, 12–foot wide

multi–purpose trail running from St. Petersburg through

downtown Titusville. Eventually, it will continue from

Titusville through the Canaveral National Seashore to the

Atlantic Ocean beaches.

In 2019, Fisher will mark his 30th year with State

Farm Insurance. “It’s been a nice career. I can control my

own destiny a bit because I’m an independent contractor.”

Fisher also worked in the local real–estate industry. He

was with Woodlake Realty for six years. That business is

owned by Fred Sutton, who did graduate work at the

University of Florida.

“Fred has been my mentor. And he’s as good as they

get. He’s mentored a lot of people. He does it quietly. I first

met Fred in 1979,” said Fisher, who sold commercial real

estate. “Fred was extremely helpful. He’s a dear friend. He

gave me listings and really helped me at that time in my

career. What I know about real estate, I learned from him.

And I do a lot of real–estate investing today.”

Following his graduation from UF, Fisher, who during

his playing days could bench press twice his weight — 505

pounds — was selected in the 10th round of the 1982 NFL

Draft by the Miami Dolphins. Don Shula was the head

coach then. Fisher was cut late in camp.

“I thought it was the end of the world. It was the first

time in my athletic career that somebody told me I wasn’t

going to play football.”

Fisher said “the first one to reach out to me was Fred

Sutton. He said I could work for him and if I wanted to

look for other jobs in the meantime, that’s fine. He would

help me market myself. I worked for Fred for about six

months. Then I got a call from the Quaker Oats Co. I took

a position with them in Columbia, S.C. But I was there

only about three months.”

Fisher said he got a call in the middle of the night from

former UF football assistants Mickey Andrews and Mike

Bugar, who were on a speaker phone. The two coaches

were defensive assistants with the upstart United States

Football League’s Arizona Wranglers then. The team

needed a nose guard.

“They asked me, ‘Do you want to play football or sell

grits for Quaker Oats?’ I called my Quaker manager and

told him I was returning to the football field. I packed up

and flew to Arizona.”

Doug Shively, an Atlanta Falcons assistant, was the

head coach of the Arizona Wranglers.

In one of the most unusual transactions in sports

history, in 1983 the owner of the Arizona Wranglers and

the owner of the USFL Chicago Blitz engineered a swap of

assets and team personnel. Most of the Wrangler players

moved to Chicago and vice versa.

George Allen was the head coach of the Chicago Blitz.

The team played its games at Soldier Field. “I was off to

Chicago to play for the Blitz,” said Fisher.

The USFL operated for three seasons, 1983 through

1985. The league played a spring/summer schedule in each

of its active seasons. The 1986 season was scheduled to be

played competing directly with the long–established

National Football League. However, the USFL ceased

operations before that season was scheduled to begin.

“When the USFL folded, I went to work full time at

Woodlake Realty,” he said.

In 1989, Fisher started his insurance career with State

Farm. His office has long been in Titusville. And his phone

rings often. Lately, he’s been fielding calls from real–estate

developers.

“A lot of the big developers from South Florida are

looking for property in Titusville. I get calls all the time

asking about Titusville. There is land to be developed here.

A lot of subdivisions are coming out of the ground.

Titusville is back. We continue to build on the momentum

that North Brevard is experiencing. The future looks

bright,” said Fisher.
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No need for a second trip to the pharmacy 
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State-of-the-art Medical Facility • Everything under one roof conveniently located on Wickham Road in Suntree
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