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First Choice closes deal with
Steward Health Care; poised
to expand and grow network
By Ken Datzman

Please see First Choice Healthcare Solutions Inc., page 23

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Kris Jones is vice president of medical operations at First Choice Healthcare Solutions Inc. in Melbourne. Chris
Romandetti is president and CEO of the publicly traded company. First Choice just closed a deal with Boston–
based Steward Health Care System, the largest private hospital operator in the nation. Steward, which owns
hospitals in Brevard, has invested $7.5 million in exchange for 5 million shares of FCHS stock. The strategic
partnership gives First Choice the opportunity to expand its orthopaedic and spine–care delivery platform into
Steward’s nationwide hospital network.
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Though 2018 is only three months old, this already looks to be a defining
year for Melbourne–based First Choice Healthcare Solutions Inc.
First Choice is one of the nation’s only non–physician owned, publicly traded
health–care concerns. The company focuses on the delivery of total musculoskeletal solutions, with an emphasis on orthopaedics and spine care.
On March 2, First Choice took a significant step forward in its young
company history with the announcement that it had closed a strategic partnership with Boston–based Steward Health Care System, the largest private
hospital operator in the United States.
Locally, Steward Health Care owns Rockledge Regional Medical Center,
Melbourne Regional Medical Center, and Sebastian River Medical Center.
The closing of the partnership was formalized with Steward’s investment of
$7.5 million in exchange for 5 million shares of First Choice stock (OTCQB:
FCHS).
First Choice has grown from 25 employees to 180 people since its start in
April of 2012, and from two physicians to its current 41 providers, including
physicians, physician assistants, physical therapists, and advanced registered
nurse practitioners. Company sales have increased from $8 million to
$19 million to roughly $30–plus million.
Now with this new partnership, First Choice has the opportunity to expand
its orthopaedics and spine–care delivery platform into Steward’s nationwide
hospital network, putting it in position to rev up the company’s growth in its
quest to serve more people in more markets with quality care.
“This strategic partnership gives us the opportunity for future expansion
across a national network,” said Kris Jones, vice president of medical operations at First Choice. “One of the great things for our doctors and surgeons is
we will be able to access a referral network that we may not have been able to
access before this partnership was formed. It gives our doctors the ability to be
in their network and vice versa, and we can go into other communities as well
with our platform.”
“We believe that Steward has recognized the efficiencies we can bring into
their hospitals,” added Chris Romandetti, the president and CEO of First
Choice. “We think this partnership will accelerate our capability to expand into
other territories. Currently, we are serving two of the local Steward hospitals,
and we expect to be expanding into others.”
Steward operates 36 hospitals in multiple states and employs more than
37,000 people, and is a community–based accountable–care organization.
“Together, we will review the process to roll out our unique, proven delivery
platform to other Steward hospital facilities and evaluate which locations can
benefit both companies in a synergistic way. Given Steward’s vast footprint and
sheer volume of patients, there are significant, long–term benefits that will
directly affect both of our companies positively,” said Romandetti.
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2017 Florida Book Award winners are announced; more than 200 submissions covering 11 categories
online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

By Jenni McKnight and Chase Miller
Florida Book Awards
Florida State University Libraries
TALLAHASSEE — With its 12th annual competition
now complete, the Florida Book Awards has announced
winners for books published in 2017. More than 200
eligible publications were submitted across the 11 categories of competition.
The Florida Book Awards, coordinated by the Florida
State University Libraries, is the nation’s most comprehensive state book awards program.
The Florida Book Awards was established in 2006 to
celebrate the best Florida literature. Authors must be full–
time Florida residents, except in the Florida nonfiction and
visual arts categories, where the subject matter must focus
on Florida.
Rob Sanders, a resident of Brandon, received the Gwen
P. Reichert Gold Medal for Children’s Literature, for
“Rodzilla” (Simon and Schuster). Now in its third year, this
$1,000 cash award is in memory of Gwen P. Reichert and
serves as a lasting tribute to her accomplishments as a
rare book collector, nurturer of authors and educator of
children.
Also awarded were the Richard E. Rice Gold Medal
Award for Visual Arts to Jared Beck and Pamela Miner for
“River and Road” (University of Florida Press) and the
Phillip and Dana Zimmerman Gold Medal for Florida
Nonfiction to Arlo Haskell for “The Jews of Key West”
(Sand Paper Press). These two category winners each
receive a $500 cash award.
The winning authors from across the state will be
honored at the Abitz Family Dinner, the annual awards
banquet April 12 at Mission San Luis in Tallahassee. The
public is invited to attend. To make a reservation, contact
Jenni McKnight at floridabookawards.lib.fsu.edu or call
(850) 644–6323.
Florida Book Awards 2017 Winners by Category:
l GWEN P. REICHERT GOLD MEDAL AWARD FOR
YOUNGER CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Rob Sanders
l RICHARD E. RICE GOLD MEDAL AWARD FOR
VISUAL ARTS
Jared Beck and Pamela Miner
l PHILLIP AND DANA ZIMMERMAN GOLD
MEDAL PRIZE FOR FLORIDA NONFICTION
Arlo Haskell
l YOUNGER CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Gold: Rob Sanders (Brandon), “Rodzilla” (Simon and
Schuster)
Silver: Carrie Clickard (Gainesville), “Dumpling
Dreams” (Simon and Schuster)
Bronze: Marianne Berkes (Orange City), “Baby on
Board: How Animals Carry Their Young”
l OLDER CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Gold: Ed Masessa (Florida), “Wandmaker’s Apprentice”
(Scholastic)
Silver: R.M. Romero (Miami Beach), “The Dollmaker of
Krakow” (Penguin Random House)
Bronze: Rodman Philbrick (Florida Keys) “Who Killed
Darius Drake?” (Scholastic)
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l COOKING
Gold: Norman Van Aken (Miami), “Norman Van Aken’s
Florida Kitchen” (University of Florida Press)
l FLORIDA NONFICTION
Gold: Arlo Haskell (Key West), “The Jews of Key West”
(Sand Paper Press)
Silver: Frank Cassell (Sarasota), “Suncoast Empire”
(Pineapple Press)
Bronze: Julio Capó Jr., “Welcome to Fairyland” (UNC
Press)
l GENERAL FICTION
Gold: Laura Lee Smith (Palm Coast), “The Ice House”
(Grove Press)
Silver: Elizabeth Sims (Bradenton), “Crimes in a
Second Language” (Spruce Park Press)
Bronze: Randy Wayne White (Sanibel), “Mangrove
Lightning” (G.P. Putnam Sons)
l GENERAL NONFICTION
Gold: Edwidge Danticat (Miami), “The Art of Death”
(Graywolf Press)
SILVER: D. Bruce Means (Tallahassee), “Diamonds in
the Rough” (Tall Timbers Press)
Bronze: Kristine Harper (Tallahassee), “Make it Rain:
State Control of the Atmosphere in Twentieth–Century
America” (University of Chicago Press)
l POETRY
Gold: Kaveh Akbar (Tallahassee), “Calling a Wolf a
Wolf” (Alice James Books)
Silver: Terry Ann Thaxton (Winter Springs), “Mud
Song” (Truman State University Press)
Bronze: Michael Hettich (Miami Shores), “The Frozen
Harbor” (Red Dragonfly Press)
l POPULAR FICTION
Gold: Patricia Gussin (Longboat Key), “Come Home”
(Oceanview Publishing)

Silver: Robert Macomber (Pine Island), “An Honorable
War” (Pineapple Press)
Bronze: Ward Larsen (Sarasota), “Assassin’s Code”
(Forge Books)
l SPANISH LANGUAGE
Gold: Pedro Medina León (Coral Gables), “Varsovia”
(Sudaquia Editores)
Silver: Carlos García Pandiello (Miami), “Jaspora”
(Aduana Vieja Editorial)
l VISUAL ARTS
Gold: Jared Beck (Naples) and Pamela Miner (Fort
Myers), “River and Road” (University of Florida Press)
l YOUNG ADULT
Gold: Jenny Torres Sanchez (Orlando), “Because of the
Sun” (Delacorte Press)
Submissions for the 2017 awards were read by juries of
three members, who were nominated by co–sponsoring
organizations from across the state. Jurors are authorized
to select up to three medalists (one gold winner, one silver
runner–up and one bronze medalist) in each of the 11
categories; jurors also are authorized to make no selections
in a given year.
The Florida State University Libraries coordinate the
Florida Book Awards with assistance from cosponsors,
including the Florida Center for the Book; the State
Library and Archives of Florida; the Florida Historical
Society; the Florida Humanities Council; the Florida
Literary Arts Coalition; the Florida Library Association;
the Florida Association for Media in Education; the Center
for Literature and Theatre @ Miami Dade College; the
Florida Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America;
Friends of FSU Libraries; the Florida Writers Association;
the Florida Literacy Coalition; and “Just Read, Florida!”
Learn more about the Florida Book Awards at
FloridaBookAwards.lib.FSU.edu.

Foundation names first recipient of New Generation National Security Scholarship
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.– In December 2017, the Space Foundation announced a new scholarship honoring
former chairman of the board, retired U.S. Navy Adm. James O. Ellis Jr. The Space Foundation has just announced the
first recipient of the New Generation National Security Scholarship, Maj. Anna Gunn–Golkin of the U.S. Air Force.
Gunn–Golkin is a distinguished graduate of both the Air Force Institute of Technology’s Astronautical Engineering
program and Undergraduate Space Training. She was the top engineer graduate of the Test Pilot School and spent five
years conducting classified flight tests. She then taught “Introduction to Astrodynamics” and “Rocket Propulsion” courses
at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, where she regularly organized field trips to space operations squadrons, defense space contractors and new space start–ups.
In 2017, she worked with the Space Generation Advisory Council to promote cadet participation in the Space Generation Fusion Forum at the 33rd Space Symposium. She is currently transitioning to a new role, where she will spend six
months at NASA Headquarters in the Launch Directorate supporting the Department of Defense Liaison Office.
The Ellis scholarship, to be presented annually, provides a young professional member of the Armed Forces full
participation in all Space Symposium events, including the New Generation program and a seat at the Space Classified
session.
Gunn–Golkin will receive:
l Full registration for the 34th Space Symposium, to be held April 16–19, at The Broadmoor in Colorado Springs, to
include New Generation program registration.
l A seat at the Space Classified session, to be held Wednesday, April 18.
l Seating at the Space Foundation Board of Directors table at dining functions during the Symposium.
A former Commander of United States Strategic Command, Ellis is currently an Annenberg Distinguished Fellow at
the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. Previously, he was president and CEO of the Institute of Nuclear Power
Operations. Ellis was elected to the Space Foundation board in January 2010 and served as chairman from January 2016
through November 2017. Learn more about the organization by visiting www.spacefoundation.org/programs/new–
generation–initiatives.
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Technology sometimes moves so rapidly that it’s hard to keep up with advances
By Jim Clark
UCF Forum columnist
University of Central Florida
I have had to face the fact that my students know more
about technology than I do. And when something goes
wrong with the technology during class, I know that a
student will call out, “Click on the lower left–hand corner”
or “You need to minimize that screen.”
As a history teacher, I have long criticized President
Warren G. Harding who is considered one of our least
intelligent presidents. In surveys of presidential performance, he always finishes near the bottom. He famously
said about pending legislation: “Somewhere there must be
a book that tells all about it, where I could go to straighten
it out in my mind. But I don’t know where the book is, and
maybe I couldn’t read it if I found it.”
I thought it was a perfect example of his ignorance, but
it also explains my position with the advance of technology.
I have new sympathy for Harding, although I still vote for
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him to finish near the bottom.
For a couple hundred years, technology in education
changed little. There were books, blackboards and students
whose attitudes ranged from indifferent to enthusiastic.
The students haven’t changed, but everything else has.
The original blackboards were made of slate, and
during the 1930s there was a radical change as synthetic
green boards replaced blackboards and white chalk gave
way to yellow chalk. By the 1990s, the green boards — still
called blackboards — began to give way to white boards,
which eliminated dusty chalk and the terrible screeching
sound, but did lead to dried–out markers and difficult–to–
erase boards.
The arrival of the overhead projector in the 1970s
seemed to be the ultimate in high technology, slowly
replacing the huge wall maps that graced classroom walls
for a century.
That was the state of education technology until the
1990s when computers revolutionized teaching and
changed everything.
For students raised on computers, it has been a
seamless transition, while for veteran teachers such as
myself, it has been a challenge to keep up with the latest in
technology. I had total command of the blackboard and
chalk — an era when the only problem was other teachers
hoarding chalk. I still have a box of chalk in my desk–just
in case.
I also have hundreds of transparencies that I collected
over a decade, slides, VHS tapes, and exhibits used to pass
around the class. They are all useless in the computer age,
but I can’t let them go.
The technology has come so rapidly and has changed
education so much that it is difficult to keep up.
The biggest change is in online courses, which have
grown exponentially. Today, nearly 6 million college
students are enrolled in an online course and one in four
college students is taking at least one online course.
For teachers, it has meant a sea change in how to reach
students in a meaningful way. Schools such as the
University of Central Florida have established training to
encourage best practices in online teaching. What I have
learned is that online teaching contains remarkable

opportunities and great limitations. It is possible to reach
students who otherwise would not be able to take classes.
The student in Afghanistan serving in the U.S. military,
the student with job limitations, or the student with a
disability is able to take courses at a major university.
But I have found limitations, primarily in stirring
discussions, which are often the vital part of a face–to–face
class. Students also cannot learn to interact with other
students and make contacts for the future.
We are also faced with the rise of personal computers in
the classroom. As we look at our students during class, we
see a sea of laptops and wonder if they are using them to
take notes or writing their friends on Facebook. One study
found that students using laptops spend one third of their
class time on Facebook, YouTube, playing games, watching
videos (look for the earplugs, they are the tipoff) or instant
messaging. It might be easy to blame the students and
social media, but surveys have found that there is also a
correlation between boring professors and how students
use laptops.
Researchers are beginning to question the effectiveness
of laptops — even among those students who are actually
taking notes. Too many of them are merely typing, not
learning. They are using their laptop to parrot the
teacher’s words, and their comprehension remains spotty.
“Scientific American” reported that “Taking notes by hand
is more effective than doing so with a laptop.”
Finally, there is faculty use of social media to reach
students. Some professors have taken to Twitter, Facebook
and YouTube to reach students. And some of the more
intriguing ideas involve the students using social media to
reach the teacher in online courses.
There was at least one advantage to the blackboard —
the screeching sound kept everyone awake. But I doubt
that a back–to–blackboards movement has any chance of
success.
Jim Clark is a lecturer in UCF’s
Department of History. He can be
reached at James.Clark@UCF.edu.

Florida Farm families earn top award for donating fresh produce, other foods
Florida Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers & Ranchers received top honors for donating 24.6 million pounds of fresh
produce and other foods to assist hungry Floridians as part of American Farm Bureau Federation’s (AFBF) “Harvest for
All” program.
Now in its 16th year, Harvest for All is spearheaded by members of Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers & Ranchers
(YF&R), but Farm Bureau members of all ages from across the nation contribute to the effort.
“Farmers contribute to their communities in many ways,” said Andrew Taylor, president of Florida Farm Bureau’s
YF&R Leadership Group. “I am pleased that our members have won an award for their food donation. But I am prouder
of them for their commitment to helping other Floridians who do not have access to adequate nutrition.”
Harvest for All is one of the most important community service efforts undertaken by Farm Bureau members.
Although the U.S. economy is stronger overall compared to several years ago, many Americans still need help securing
adequate food for their families.
The awards were presented during AFBF’s Young Farmers & Ranchers Conference in Reno, Nev., in February. Since
Harvest for All was launched, Farm Bureau families have gathered more than 275 million pounds of food, logged more
than 157,000 volunteer hours and raised $7.5 million in donations.
Florida Farm Bureau, the state’s largest general agricultural organization, represents more than 146,000 member–
families. It works to enhance farm enterprise and improve rural communities.
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Jihosoft Android Manager

Date: 2015-02-20 11:58:36
Content: Sheriff again
To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 11:59:04
Content: Papa jack threatened you and you blinked

‘Hi. I need to report
suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 11:59:44
Content: Hang on more calls.
From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 12:02:31
Why would I need an endorsement from him at this point? Who ever is telling you this
stuff is obviously not in any know as nothing is accurate. No conversation like that have
Content:
ever occurred in any way. What's next and between you and me who is the nut job telling
you all this crazy stuff?
To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 12:14:34
Just got another call begging me to call my friend Scott Ellis and tell him that you got rid of
Content:
two employees at animal control to bring in Doug and Joe who are both double dipping
From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 12:17:45
I haven't gotten rid of any positions nor did I need to. Susan Jeter left and that is who Joe
took place of and Doug was a position that was always held for animal cruelty officer. Do
Content:
you have a source that has good info:) Tell them that "W" said for them to go have
another drink!!

ONE WORD COVERED IN RED

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 12:33:08
Content: Is everyone off today? My phone will not stop ringing
To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 12:33:47
Content: I think you pissed everyone off.

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-02-20 12:57:16
I know he was for me but can't say he was like a big supporter. The Feds really restrict
Content:
their people from getting involved in politics so I would say no.
To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-26 18:40:27
Content: What happened to Jack s Bro Tim
To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-02-27 17:47:56
Content: Can you talk
From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-02-27 17:54:57
Content: Not now what's up
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/B55/My%20Documents/androidMGR/LG-P870-04-26-2016-14-24-31/SMS/SMS.html
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To Be Continued ...
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Parrish Medical Center recognized at a world conference for its
patient safety; presented with humanitarian award for project
A world conference held in London, England, on
patient safety, science and technology recognized Parrish
Medical Center as “the world’s first hospital to commit to
a series of lifesaving patient safety goals” and presented a
humanitarian award to the PMC official leading the
hospital’s work on the safety project.
The Patient Safety Movement Foundation’s sixth
annual “World Patient Safety, Science & Technology
Summit,” co–convened by the European Society of
Anesthesiology, took place Feb. 23–25 in central London,
with health–care practitioners and industry members
attending from at least 25 countries.
PMC was recognized as the “world’s first hospital” to
earn the Patient Safety Movement Foundation’s 5–Star
Hospital Ranking which acknowledges PMC for implementing the Foundation’s 13 Actionable Patient Safety
Solutions (APSS).
The Patient Safety Movement seeks by 2020 to
eliminate preventable hospital errors, thereby saving an
estimated 1,000 lives every day in U.S. hospitals.
Edwin Loftin, PMC’s senior vice president of integrated and acute–care services and chief nursing officer,
received one of two humanitarian awards presented by
the Foundation for his work at PMC in implementing the
APSS. The conference’s other humanitarian award was
presented to Rt. Hon. Jeremy Hunt, a member of the
British House of Commons and Secretary of State for
Health and Social Care.
“These are events of great pride and even more
satisfaction for PMC’s 1,300 care partners,” said George
Mikitarian, PMC president and CEO.
“Pride in that their efforts have once again merited
international recognition, and even greater satisfaction in
making patient safety a lifesaving, care–improving,
priority within PMC’s mission of healing experiences for
everyone all the time.”
Joe Kiani, Patient Safety Movement Foundation
founder, said at the London presentation that the staff
was “taken aback” when PMC first announced its
intention to meet all Actionable Patient Safety Solutions.
“Parrish made so many commitments to implement
processes that were proven to reduce medical error that
our staff believed it was an error,” Kiani said. “However,
when we spoke with Edwin, his response was, ‘Why
wouldn’t we make all these commitments?’ “

Kiani visited PMC in January 2018 to personally
present the 5–Star Hospital Ranking Award to PMC’s
board of directors, administration, and care partners.
During his visit he also used Twitter to commend PMC
and said, “We can get to zero (preventable hospital
errors) worldwide if every hospital plans for zero by
implementing all of the processes.”
PMC has in recent years been named Florida’s safest
hospital by “Consumer Reports”; by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services as Florida’s No. 1
hospital for patient safety, quality of care, and patient
experience; and has earned multiple other care and
safety honors.
During Kiani’s January visit, some of PMC’s specific
patient safety accomplishments were noted:
l Zero ventilator–related pneumonia in 12 years
l One catheter–related urinary tract infection in
10 years
l One central–line associated bloodstream associated
infection in 10 years
When PMC committed itself to meeting all 13
Actionable Patient Safety Solutions, Mikitarian charged
Loftin with implementing the program hospital wide.
“It was George Mikitarian’s vision to make PMC not
only a nationally, but also an internationally recognized
hospital for patient safety,” Loftin said. “Our board of
directors assented, and laid out its expectations for
safety. Our job is to meet those expectations.”
Loftin, accepting his award, told the conference, “One
of the first questions I am often asked is ‘why?’ followed
closely by ‘how?’ Why do we commit to patient safety?
That’s easy. Every patient’s life, every person’s life,
matters.”
He added, “Committing to zero by 2020 is the right
thing to do, and like most things worth doing, it isn’t
easy. It takes hard work. The commitment our care
partners make to apply every Actionable Patient Safety
Solution comes from the heart and from a deep love and
respect for our community.”
The conference’s keynote speaker was former
President Bill Clinton, who has undergone several heart
procedures, including open–heart surgery. The Patient
Safety Movement Foundation’s website says that for
2017, 81,533 lives have been saved worldwide through
the implementation of processes such as APSS.

‘Party for the Planet’ event set for the Brevard Zoo in Viera on April 21
As part of ongoing efforts to connect the community with nature, the Brevard Zoo in Viera is hosting its annual “Party
for the Planet” from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 21.
“Party for the Planet is an Earth Day celebration that brings sustainable living and an appreciation for our world
together in a fun, family–friendly way,” said Andrea Aubert, the Brevard Zoo’s education programs manager.
Brevard County Natural Resources, Keep Brevard Beautiful, Recycle Brevard, Sea Turtle Preservation Society and
the Brevard Zoo’s Sea Turtle Healing Center will be present with hands–on nature play and science activities.
Other festivities will include games, face–painting, music from a DJ and the opportunity to create enrichment items
for the Brevard Zoo animals. All activities are included with Brevard Zoo admission. The event is presented by the
Brevard Zoo’s corporate partners.
Brevard Zoo is home to more than 900 animals representing 195 species from all over the world. As a not–for–profit
organization, it is “a leader in the fields of animal wellness, education and conservation.” More information is available at
www.BrevardZoo.org.
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Public transit expert to headline
F. Alan Smith Lecture on April 3
By Adam Lowenstein
FIT News Bureau
Florida Institute of Technology
An international consultant in public transit network
design and policy will speak about his work around the
world and offer insights into Brevard County transit at the
spring F. Alan Smith Distinguished Lecture on Tuesday,
April 3, at Florida Institute of Technology in Melbourne.
Jarrett Walker, whose Portland, Ore.–based firm
Jarrett Walker + Associates has worked on public transit
policy and design in 100 cities from Anchorage to Auckland, will speak and answer questions from 6–7:30 p.m. in
the Hartley Room at the Denius Student Center.
His presentation is “Abundant Access: Planning Urban
Transportation for a Free Society.” Here’s how it is
described: “Cars seem to give us freedom, but only until we
get stuck in traffic. What’s more, our car–centered
transportation system is the opposite of freedom for people
who can’t or shouldn’t drive. It can literally trap them in
their homes, or endanger their lives if they try to walk or
cycle. What would it mean to plan transportation with
freedom as the primary goal? How do new technologies
change our options? And how might our world be better as
a result?”
The event is free of charge and open to the public, but
registration is required. It is being co–sponsored by the
Melbourne Regional Chamber of East Central Florida and
the Rotary Club of Indialantic.
Born in 1962, Walker grew up in Portland during a
time when the city first made its decisive commitment to
be focused on people rather than cars. He went on to earn
his a BA degree at Pomona College and a Ph.D. in theater
arts and humanities at Stanford University.
A full–time consultant since 1991, Walker has led
numerous major planning projects in cities and towns of all
sizes across North America, Europe, Russia, Australia and
New Zealand. He is the author of the 2011 book, “Human
Transit: How Clearer Thinking About Public Transit Can
Enrich Our Communities and Our Lives,” and runs the
popular blog http://humantransit.org.
The lecture series’ founder and benefactor, F. Alan
Smith, has had a prestigious career in a transportation–
related industry himself. He spent more than three
decades in leadership positions at General Motors in the
U.S. and Canada, including serving as executive vice
president of finance of General Motors and president and
general manager of General Motors of Canada, Ltd.
Smith, who now lives in Indialantic, has served on
Florida Tech’s Board of Trustees since 1996.
The lecture series, which began in 2007 as the F. Alan
Smith Visiting Executive Program, was created to attract
corporate executives to speak to students, faculty and
community leaders at Florida Tech. At least one executive
speaker is welcomed to campus in both the fall and spring
semesters. Find out more about the series at www.fit.edu/
distinguished–lecture–series.
For questions about the Walker lecture, contact Florida
Tech’s Office of Development at 674–8962.
MARCH 26, 2018
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Easter Day Brunch
Rustic Restaurant
Celebrate with us in the Hilton Tradition of Excellence
Sunday April 1st, 2018
Seating Times 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Cold Station
Peel & Eat Shrimp
Smoked Salmon with Cream Cheese, Capers, Onions and Boiled Egg
Fresh Fruit with Raspberry-Merlot and Pepper Jam Yogurt
Seafood Pasta Salad
Mediterranean Potato Salad
Curried Chicken & Roasted Pine Nut Salad
Carving Boards
Honey Apricot Glazed Pit Ham
Chipotle Rubbed Roasted Beef
Entrée & Accompaniments
Pan-seared Chicken Breast with Olives & Tomatoes
Broiled Mahi-Mahi
Eggs Benedict with a Truffle Mornay Sauce
Brioche French Toast with Vanilla Cream Cinnamon Butter
Applewood Smoked Bacon
Dijon Scalloped Potatoes
Zucchini and Yellow Squash with Thyme Butter

Hiltin

new ad emailed

Sweets
Assorted Pastries & Breads
Pies and Cakes
Miniature Desserts

FULL COLOR

Bloody Mary Bar $10.00
Build your own
Mild or Spicy
Fixins’ & More

Adults $33.95, Senior (55+) $31.00
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University of Florida efforts to feed children highlight ‘Global
Children’s Nutrition Month’ — works on solutions to save lives
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By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications
University of Florida
GAINESVILLE — A University of Florida scientist
hopes his new research in Ethiopia answers key questions about malnutrition and ultimately leads to
solutions that save millions of lives by improving
programs that give chickens to families with children or
that aim to improve backyard or scavenging poultry
production.
About 155 million children worldwide are “stunted,”
or significantly shorter than the average height for
their age, University of Florida experts estimate. About
25 percent of children under age 5 worldwide — and
about 38 percent in Ethiopia — fall into this category,
said Arie Havelaar, a professor of food safety and
zoonoses at the UF Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences department of animal sciences.
Havelaar is leading a research project in which
experts from UF/IFAS hope to reduce rates of malnutrition among young children in Ethiopia by improving the
way chickens are kept among families who receive or
raise them.
March is “Global Children’s Nutrition Month,” a time
to emphasize efforts by UF/IFAS faculty, who are
working with scientists campus–wide and across the
globe to help improve the nutrition of children in
Ethiopia and other nations with malnourished children.
Among those efforts is Havelaar’s project, part of an
already announced $8.7 million grant from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation. He and Sarah McKune, a UF
assistant professor of environmental and global health
and a faculty member with the UF Center for African
American Studies, will study how to provide chickens to
families on small farms in Ethiopia, while also improving
hygiene in the home environment. Havelaar and
McKune are working with Haramaya University in
Ethiopia, Ohio State University, and Washington
University in St. Louis.
“Our findings will be generalizable to anyone who has
freely scavenging chickens,” said Havelaar, who’s also
affiliated with the UF Emerging Pathogens Institute and
the UF Institute for Sustainable Food Systems. “Children
will have the chance to eat more and eggs, which adds
much–needed protein and bioavailable nutrients to their

diets. We want to keep the chicken in coops, to reduce
exposure of children to infectious bacteria in the chicken
droppings, and we need to know how sustainable that is
for the families.”
“We’ll be able to help the families produce their own
eggs and be sure the eggs are fed to the young children,”
Havelaar said.
Though still in the early stages of their research,
Havelaar, McKune, and their colleagues will combine
agricultural and health research. For example, while
playing in backyards where chickens roam freely, some
children unintentionally consume chicken droppings,
which contain bacteria that can colonize children’s guts,
Havelaar said. That causes inflammation, which leads to
a loss of ability of the gut to absorb nutrients, which leads
to stunting, he said.
“How can families produce their own eggs without
detrimental effects of the chickens on the children?”
Havelaar said. That’s what we hope to determine.
In addition to the chicken and egg project, the Feed
the Future Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems at
UF/IFAS is working on more than 30 projects in eight
countries with funding from USAID and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, said Adegbola Adesogan, a
UF/IFAS professor of animal sciences and director of the
lab. Those nations are Cambodia, Nepal, Burkina Faso,
Niger, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Rwanda. Havelaar
and Mckune lead the food safety and human nutrition
and health focal areas for the lab.
“Our mandate is to help improve livestock production
with the end goal of improving human nutrition, health,
incomes and livelihoods,” Adesogan said. “We’re using
livestock to achieve those goals because of the important
bioavailable nutrients in animal–source foods, which are
critical for growth and cognitive development, particularly in the first 1,000 days of a child’s life.”
As part of their livestock research in the eight
countries, UF/IFAS faculty and other scientists are trying
to increase animal productivity, marketing and animal
source food consumption through improved feeding,
disease management, food safety, nutritional education
and other strategies.
“For example, the feed research will develop the
knowledge, skills, tools and products needed to improve
quality livestock feed production and delivery, which is
one of the greatest constraints to animal–source food
consumption in developing countries” Adesogan said.
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Parrish Group welcomes primary care physician Modupeola Abiodun
TITUSVILLE — Parrish Medical Group recently welcome D. Modupeola Abiodun as its newest board–certified
physician in family medicine and obesity medicine.
Dr. Abiodun received her medical degree from American University of Antigua College of Medicine in Woods, Antigua
and Barbuda. She completed her residency at the Genesys Regional Medical Center, affiliated with Michigan State
University, in Grand Blanc, Mich. Born in Giessen, West Germany, Dr. Abiodun grew up in Nigeria, graduating from
Babcock University in Ogun State, Nigeria, with a bachelor’s degree in microbiology.
Dr. Abiodun joins physicians Patricia Alexander, Victor Boodhoo, Madonna Hanna, Rhu–Jade Raguindin, and Ethan
Webb at the PMG Primary Care–Titusville practice conveniently located in the Parrish Healthcare Center at Titus
Landing, 250 Harrison St. She is currently accepting new patients with Medicare, Medicaid, and most insurances. The
office phone number is 268–6868.
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The Phoenix Foundation of Central
Florida raises curtain for Brevard
Public Schools’ fine arts program
VIERA — The Summer Fine Arts Theatre Workshop program is returning to Brevard Public Schools
through financial support from The Phoenix Foundation of Central Florida. The Foundation will provide
$1 million in financial support over five years to provide
grants for teachers as well as fund the summer fine arts
program.
The grant program, Morning Glow, is available to
music teachers and theater teachers and managers.
They may apply for up to $25,000 per application to be
used in building, reviving, renovating, or providing
supplies for school music and theater programs.
Recipients will be selected by a committee, and grants
will be awarded bi–annually in April and November.
Cindy Johnson, resource teacher for K–12 music,
said, “We are excited to resurrect the Summer Fine
Arts Theatre Workshop. It has been sorely missed. We
are so grateful to the Phoenix Foundation of Central
Florida for providing the funding for this impactful
program and for grants for our music teachers, theater
teachers and theater managers. The Phoenix Foundation of Central Florida is making a difference in the
lives of our BPS students and teachers.”
The district hosted summer theater workshops for
nearly 30 years until 2010 when the program was cut
due to lack of funding. The Phoenix Foundation is
dedicating half of their donation to reinstate the
program.
The workshops will begin May 30 and are open to
incoming ninth–grade students through rising seniors.
The program is free of charge, but students must apply
to participate. Application information will be available
in the upcoming weeks. Students will receive a fine arts
credit for their involvement. Transportation will be
provided, also funded by the foundation.
Titusville High School will host the workshops and
production of “Barnum” for the North Area. The book
for “Barnum” was written by Mark Bramble, with lyrics
by Michael Stewart and music by Cy Coleman.
“Barnum” was originally produced on the Broadway
stage by Judy Gordon, Cy Coleman, and Maurice and
Lois F. Rosenfeld, in association with Irwin Feld and
Kenneth Feld. “Barnum” is produced by arrangement
with Tams–Witmark Music Library Inc. in New York.
Satellite High will host the workshops and production of “Chess” for the South Area. The book for “Chess”
is by Richard Nelson with lyrics by Tim Rice and music
by Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Andersson.
“Chess” is presented by special arrangement with
Samuel French, Inc.
Both performances are scheduled for June 28–30.
Carla Smith, Phoenix Foundation administrator,
said, “Phoenix Foundation Morning Glow is excited to
partner with BPS to provide Brevard County high
school students with the opportunity to participate in
the Summer Fine Arts Theatre Workshops.”
To learn more about The Phoenix Foundation of
Central Florida, visit PhoenixFoundationCFL.org.
MARCH 26, 2018
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On the heels of recent positive press for the Melbourne–based health–care sharing
ministry Medi–Share, Ted Squires, CEO of Christian Care Ministry, which operates the
program, announced a collaboration with financial technology industry leader Liquid
Payments Inc. that will enhance their member experience throughout the application,
approval, and activation processes for new Medi–Share members.
“As Medi–Share continues to experience vigorous growth, thanks to the thousands of
people across the country who consistently choose it as an affordable option for their
healthcare needs, we continue to focus on the core principles that are at the heart of all we
do: Agility, Community, Transformation, and Service,” said Squires.
He added, “Partnering with Liquid Payments has allowed us to become even more
agile, by simplifying processes so we can serve members with speed and accuracy. The
Medi–Share community now numbers more than 375,000 members (in all 50 states) and
continues to grow as people learn about our affordable solution to their health–care
needs.”
To date, Medi–Share members have had more than $2.4 billion of their medical bills
shared and discounted, he said.
“This year, Medi–Share celebrates its 25th anniversary of providing a transformational
solution to pay for health care. That’s what led us to create a ministry where Christians
not only can share their health–care burdens with one another, but also their prayer
requests and so much more. But sharing isn’t possible to the standards we aspire without
an organization focused on providing ‘Kingdom–class service’ to our members, whether it’s
answering a question, facilitating the sharing of a bill, or praying with a member.”
Shashi Kapur, CEO of Liquid Payments in Fort Lauderdale, said, “We are particularly
proud of our collaboration with Christian Care Ministry to help streamline their member
on–boarding processes. The efforts of our combined, tightly knit teams have led to a
seamless member experience. Christian Care Ministry and their Medi–Share healthcare
sharing program provide a launch platform for Liquid Payments to continue to innovate
and disrupt health–care payment technologies.”
Christian Care Ministry operates the Medi–Share health–care sharing program
through which members, voluntarily and directly, share each other’s medical bills.
“More than just health care, Christian Care Ministry is a community of people who
share their lives, faith, talents and resources, and pray for and encourage one another.”
For more information on this organization, visit www.MediShare.org.
Liquid Payments provides custom software and payment solutions for health–care
providers and patients, as well as customized, branded banking experiences for health–
care cost sharing ministries.
The company is underway with artificial intelligence applications for the health–care
industry. The firm’s web address is www.Liquid–Payments.com.

Palm Sunday activities set at Eastminster Presbyterian Church
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church on North Riverside Drive in Indialantic will host an
Palm Sunday program, filled with activities both sacred and secular, at 8:30 a.m. on
March 25.
The program will begin with music and meditation. The violin music will be provided
by Ben and Laura Pinfield.
A traditional Palm Sunday service will begin at 10 a.m.
Following the service, a free petting zoo, egg hunt and family picnic with take center
stage. A free picnic lunch will be served for the whole family, with music provided by the
popular Ron Texeira Jazz Trio. For more information about the Palm Sunday activities,
call 723–8371 or visit www.EPCfl.org.
Kristy Ray, associate pastor at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, said she hopes
parents will bring their children to enjoy the assortment of family activities.
“This is a very welcoming church,” said Ray. “The petting zoo, the egg hunts, the family
picnic and music — everything we have planned for Palm Sunday is free. The ultimate
message of Easter is one of joy. And we want to share that message with our neighbors
and the world.”
The Palm Sunday activities are an example of the free community events offered
throughout the year at Eastminster Presbyterian Church. For more information about the
ministries at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, visit www.EPCfl.org.
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Firm awarded National Science Foundation funding to develop leading radiation software to fight cancer
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software provides near real–time computing performance, facilitating clinical decision–making for adaptive
radiotherapy.
“We’ve been able to show in our research how this
technology will improve radiation treatment, the
patient’s quality of life, and ultimately, reduce the
number of times a patient is readmitted to the hospital,”
Bosley said.
UCF Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Professors Jihua Gou and Olusegun Ilegbusi provided the
primary design of the printing materials and a 3–D
printer to print a lung phantom with specific physical,
radiological and mechanical properties. Gou’s expertise
includes composite materials and structures,
nanocomposite material and advanced manufacturing.

By Zenaida Gonzalez Kotala
UCF Office of Research
University of Central Florida
ORLANDO — The National Science Foundation
recently awarded a grant to an Orlando–based company
and UCF Incubator client that could help improve cancer
patients’ quality of life and potentially reduce the number
of times patients are readmitted to a hospital.
“It’s a great honor,” said Rodney Bosley, CEO and
director of SegAna. “As we move forward in advancing
the commercialization of SegAna’s real–time cloud–based
treatment guidance software for radiation cancer
treatment, grants like these are vital.”
The company was founded to bring together technology developed at the University of Central Florida and
University of California at Los Angeles into a commercially available simulated lung. The software NSF is
helping fund is linked to the original research started at
UCF. The grant is a cooperative grant with UCLA’s
Department of Radiation Oncology.
Once fully developed, the technology would allow
radiation oncologists to plan and deliver patient–specific,
advanced treatments quickly, and modified to suit the
current tumor location and motion. More importantly, it
will only deliver radiation to the tumor and avoid normal
tissues, the researchers say.
SegAna’s technology will be a software framework
that provides treatment guidance for radiotherapy. The

Ilegbusi is an expert on flow structure profiling of
cardiovascular disease and image analysis, multifunctional nanocomposites and biosensors. They are cofounders of SegAna and said it was gratifying to see something
they worked on make progress towards commercialization and helping improve lives.
The Small Business Innovation Research Phase 1
grant is valued at $225,000. SBIR is a highly competitive
program that encourages domestic small businesses to
engage in federal research/research and development
that has the potential for commercialization. The mission
of the SBIR program is to support scientific excellence
and technological innovation through the investment of
federal research funds in critical American priorities to
build a strong national economy.

Marine Bank & Trust expands lending team with a health–care industry expert
VERO BEACH — Marine Bank and Trust has hired Jacqueline Gilbert as vice president, commercial loan officer.
Gilbert has an extensive background in financial planning, banking, commercial and real–estate lending, along with
business development, customer service and consulting.
She has expertise in her field working with medical and dental practices. In past positions, Gilbert gained “a strong
understanding” of the health–care industry, including product knowledge, merchandise, pharmaceuticals, technology,
equipment, staff training, patient acceptance, practice analysis, wellness, insurance coding, human resources and
government, as well as state regulations.
“Jackie will play a key role as Marine Bank expands its reach beyond our community boundaries,” said Bill Penney,
the president and CEO of Marine Bank. “Her relationships within the health–care industry reach down Florida’s coast.
Jackie’s ability to speak their language and address their specific capital needs with confidence will no doubt be a
winning combination.”
The bank’s web address is www.MarineBankAndTrust.com.
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Camps at the Henegar Center’s Feller Theatre Academy provide enrichment,
introduce young people to field; programs for students of all ages; internships
By Ken Datzman
Students around Brevard County are
just weeks away from the end of the
school year.
Soon summer will be on its way, which
is a busy time for the Henegar Center for
the Performing Arts in downtown
Melbourne. The Henegar Center offers a
full schedule of summer camps for
students of all ages as part of its nurturing Feller Theatre Academy.
Through the years, the camps have
been the highlight of the summer for
many children and young people, helping
them hone the skills they need not only to
succeed in theater, but also in life.
“We present a great environment for
young people to learn about the different
components of theater and much more.
It’s a fun and educational way for them to
spend the summer. We’re excited about
the upcoming summer camps. They have
been a big success over the years,” said
Beth Shestak, director of education at the
Feller Theatre Academy, which also has
spring and fall programs.
The Academy is named after Peter
Feller, who designed the 475–seat
proscenium–style theater known as the
Henegar Center. Peter and Katie Feller
moved here from New York in the
late1980s.
“Peter designed a lot of the early
automation for Broadway sets and Katie
did a lot of the costumes,” said Walter
Clapp, administrative assistant at the
Henegar Center.
Generally, some 200 students, from
elementary school to high school and
incoming college freshmen, participate in
the various summer camps.
“Some of our summer–camp students
have gone on to earn scholarships at
universities with major theater programs,
including Rollins College,” said Luis
Diaz–Albertini, the Henegar Center’s
managing director. “We’ve had some
extremely talented young people come
through the Feller Theatre Academy.
We’re proud of their accomplishments.”
“The students seem to be more
talented each year,” added Shestak,
whose career experience includes having
worked as a theater professional in New
York City.
The Feller Theatre Academy’s mission
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 12

is to provide an enriching and stimulating
educational environment through a range
of varied theater techniques, performance
opportunities, and productions.
“The students get the full experience of
actually being part of what a professional
show would look like, including costume–
fitting, learning their lines, learning
music, and learning choreography, for
instance,” said Shestak. “I’m looking to
incorporate some other things, too, this
summer, especially for the high–
schoolers, such as learning various
backstage elements of how a show is put
on and produced.”
She added, “The students learn from
professionals within the industry. All of
the instructors have in–depth experience
and training in the field. The quality of
the teachers we have for the program is
outstanding.”
The team includes Maureen Fallon,
who has wide experience in theater and
arts and is with Brevard Public Schools.
She was the show director and production
coordinator for the Brevard Public
Schools’ fine arts program 2005–2010,
and for years has served as a show
director and a vocal director for the Feller
Theatre Academy during the summer.
The Feller Theatre Academy conducts
an Elementary Camp (grades 1–5), a
Middle School Camp (grades 6–9), and a
High School Camp (grades 10 and up).
The camp dates are: Elementary, June
4–22; Middle School, June 25–July 1; and
High School, July 9 to Aug. 4.
The tuition is $350 for the Elementary
and Middle School camps, and $150 for
High School. For registration information, visit HenegarCenter.com.
The Henegar Center also offers
summer internships for high school
students and college students. The
application for internships will be online
soon. The interns will be interviewed and
selected by the camp instructors.
“The internship provides a good
opportunity for students to build up their
resume, or just gain additional experience
working alongside the kids at the Feller
Theatre Academy,” said Shestak.
All campers at the Feller Theatre
Academy will learn about the different
aspects of theater and performing,
including stage direction, vocal projection,
character development, and various
elements of choreography and musical
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Beth Shestak is director of education at the Feller Theatre Academy at the Henegar Center in
Melbourne. Her experience includes having worked as a theater professional in New York City, and
as a model. Shestak, a member of the Screen Actors Guild, earned her bachelor’s degree in fine arts
from The University of the Arts in Philadelphia. She was an instructor with Riverside Children’s Theatre
and developed their summer, spring and winter–break camps.

vocal training.
The camps offer different instruction
for the participants based on their age
and ability.
“These camps help the students in a
number of ways in their overall develop-
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ment of the skills they use in everyday
life,” said Shestak, a graduate of The
University of the Arts in Philadelphia,
which was founded in 1876.
“For example, it helps them build self–
confidence and self–esteem, it helps them
Please see Feller Theatre Academy, page 19
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Eau Gallie Arts District’s ‘April in Paris’ to feature French food and wine;
FIT’s Foosaner Art Museum to kick off annual French Film Festival at event
By Ken Datzman
At last year’s “April in Paris” street
event, people lined up to watch one of the
vendors create a traditional European dish
made of melted cheese scraped right onto a
plate of potatoes, bread, pickles, and cured
meat.
The dish was made using a table–top
grill called a “raclette.” The raclette dish,
which refers to a meal and also to a type of
cheese with the same name, is popular in
France and other parts of Europe.
“Oh, it’s so tasty. The line last year to
try the dish was forever. I’ve been to Paris
many times, and this is one of my favorites
dishes when I go there,” said Lisa Packard,
executive director of the Eau Gallie Arts
District.
Highland Avenue in the Eau Gallie
Arts District of Melbourne will be transformed into a Parisian street festival with
French food, wine and champagne, music,
children activities, street performers, and
more from 6–9 p.m. on Friday, April 6.
There will be a café area for dining.
The Eau Gallie Arts District will bring
a slice of Paris to the area. “April in Paris”
is “one of the most popular events in the
Eau Gallie Arts District. We always have a
great turnout. The community has really
embraced it. We even draw people from
Orlando. For our area, it’s a unique
cultural event,” said Packard.
Highland Avenue will be filled with
French–themed vendors for the Eau Gallie
Arts District’s “First Friday” event. The
vendors will include House of Pastel
Macarons & Tea. The local business is run
by pastry chef Lilly Jensen. She got her
start learning from master chocolatier and
world–pastry competitor Ewald Notter.
Jensen was introduced to the French
“macaron” while studying at his school in
Orlando. A French macaron is a “delicate,
dry, meringue–based gluten–free confection made with almond flour.” Jensen later
worked in Greenwich Village in New York
City under famous pastry chef Francois
Payard. Now, Jensen is back where she
grew up and has her own bakery, offering
macarons in many flavors.
“She turns out a fabulous product and
just moved her business to downtown
Melbourne,” said Packard. “She participates as a vender every year in April in
Paris and has her own cute, little vintage
MARCH 26, 2018

trailer she brings.” Packard added, “This is
a sample of the types of French–themed
vendors who will be showcasing their food
at April in Paris.”
April in Paris will also kick off the
Foosaner Art Museum’s annual French
Film Festival. The Festival, which runs
April 6–21, showcases contemporary
French cinema. At 8 o’clock on the opening
evening of April in Paris, Florida Tech’s
Foosaner Art Museum will show “Faces,
Places” (or in French, “Visages, Villages”)
in the Eau Gallie Square. Viewing is free
of charge. The Eau Gallie Square is located
on the corner of Highland Avenue and
westbound Eau Gallie Boulevard.
“We will have extended vendors along
the street and the area in front of the Eau
Gallie Square will be as French as possible
for April in Paris,” said Florida Tech’s Tina
Murray, manager of visitor services at the
Foosaner Art Museum and a board
member of the Eau Gallie Arts District.
This will be the sixth annual French
Film Festival, she said. “The first year the
program was held on the Florida Tech
campus. Then we connected with the Eau
Gallie Arts District’s popular ‘First Friday’
event. So, the whole thing became known
as April in Paris. It’s a very enjoyable
evening in the Eau Gallie Arts District.
People get excited about this event every
year.”
“Faces, Places” will be shown on a big,
inflatable movie screen. The 2017 French
documentary film was directed by Agnes
Varda and “JR.” The film follows Varda
and JR traveling around rural France,
creating portraits of the people they came
across.”
“This year’s movie is excellent; very
interesting. It was a documentary
nomination at this year’s Oscars,” said
Murray. It was nominated for the Academy Award for “Best Documentary
Feature” at the recent 90th Academy
Awards.
She said bring “a blanket and a lawn
chair to the Eau Gallie Square to be
comfortable for the screening.”
The other viewings scheduled for the
French Film Festival are:
l “L’Avenir”/“Things to Come” (2016),
7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11, in the
Harris Auditorium at the Foosaner Art
Museum.
l “Avril et le monde truque”/“April and the
Extraordinary World” (2015), 2 p.m. on
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Lisa Packard, left, is executive director of the Eau Gallie Arts District. Tina Murray is manager of visitor
services for Florida Tech’s Foosaner Art Museum in Eau Gallie. She is also a board member of the
Eau Gallie Arts District, which is putting on its First Friday ‘April in Paris’ community event April 6. The
program includes the French Film Festival which kicks off that Friday evening.

Saturday, April 14, in the Harris Auditorium.
l “Marguerite” (2016), 7 p.m. on Wednes-
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day, April 18, in the Harris Auditorium.
l “Fatima” (2016), 2 p.m. on Saturday,
April 21, in the Harris Auditorium.

Please see Eau Gallie Arts District’s ‘April in Paris,’ page 21
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Three distinguished members of Florida Institute of
Technology’s Board of Trustees have been named Trustees
Emeriti.
They are Dr. Raymond Armstrong, Dr. Richard “Dick”
Baney and John “Jack” Hartley.
l Armstrong was named to the board in 1984. He is the
former chief of surgery for Holmes Regional Medical
Center and a community leader who over the years has
worked with Rotary, the then Chamber of Commerce of
South Brevard, the American Cancer Society and many
other groups and organizations.
Before his board service, Dr. Armstrong served as an
athletic advisor to Florida Tech. In 2011, Dr. Armstrong
pledged “generously” to support the School of Psychology.
l Dr. Baney was named to the board in 1986. The
retired president of Health First Physicians Inc. and an
accomplished specialist in internal medicine, Dr. Baney
joined with Florida Tech trustees Joseph Flammio and
Travis Proctor to help establish “Sporting Affair” and

Chopper Dropper” as the primary fundraisers for scholarships for student–athletes.
l Hartley was named to the board in 1987. He is a
distinguished business executive who was elected CEO of
Harris Corp. in 1986 and chairman of the board in 1987.
He served as CEO until 1995 and was a member of the
Harris Corp. board from 1976 until his retirement in 2002.
A generous benefactor of Florida Tech, the campus now
includes the Hartley Room in the student union building
and Hartley Hall in Harris Village. He also worked with

former Florida Tech President Lynn Weaver to encourage
the Olin Foundation to make its transformational investment in Florida Tech.
Hartley was awarded an honorary degree in 1994.
“These three men together represent nearly a century of
experience serving on our Board of Trustees, and we all
continue to benefit from their wisdom, vision and deep
passion for Florida Tech,” FIT President Dwayne McCay
said. “We are indebted to them for their service and
thankful they will continue to serve as Trustees Emeriti.”

American Muscle Car Museum to host Henegar Center benefit
A Gala for The Henegar Center for the Arts will be hosted from 6–9 p.m. on Saturday, March 24, at the American
Muscle Car Museum in Melbourne. The address is 3500 Sarno Road. The Museum is owned by collector and businessman Mark Pieloch. The facility showcases 280 pristine classic cars, including the most extensive collection of Yenkos in
the world, decades of Indy 500 pace cars and trucks, Ford GTs and many other classic vehicles. The fundraiser is titled
“Through the Years with The Henegar.” Tickets are $100 each. The program will include hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine,
desserts, and a high–end live auction. For more information on this fundraiser, call 474–1970 or 723–2985.
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Welcome to the affordable healthcare solution that honors God’s design—a huge community of members across
America who share each other’s medical bills, including many small business owners and their employees. Modeled
after the early believers in the book of Acts, Medi-Share is healthcaring—Christians caring for one another free of fear,
uncertainty, or moral dilemmas.
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Annual Community Bunny Hop Egg Hunt
scheduled for March 25 at Wickham Park
The Brevard Montessori School (BMS) will host its
fourth annual Community Bunny Hop Egg Hunt on
Sunday, March 25, at Wickham Park Pavilions 4 and 5 in
Melbourne.
This is one of the school’s main spring fundraising
events. There will have three egg–hunt areas to accommodate the children — Toddler Egg Hunt (0 to 3 years old),
Little Kid Egg Hunt (4 to 6 years old), and Big Kid Egg
Hunt (7 years and older). Each wristband is $5 per child.
The wristband will grant the child access to the designated
egg–hunt area for their age group.
Registration is from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. At the event,
children and families can meet the Easter Bunny and
Princess Belle. Easter–themed photographs will be
available for purchase. Also, face–painting, balloon art,
and food trucks will be onsite for the enjoyment of the
public.
All proceeds go to BMS, a nonprofit organization
founded 20 years ago as an alliance of families and
teachers working together to provide the Space Coast
community “with a specially curated environment geared
to the size, pace, and interest of children between the ages
of 2 and 6.
It is “the pledge of BMS to be philosophically based in
the Montessori Method and to maintain a learning
environment that will meet the physical, social, emotional,
and intellectual needs of the child.”
The programs are designed to cultivate the child’s own
natural curiosity and love of learning, as well as enable the
child to develop to their full potential.
If you would like more information about the event or
BMS, visit its Facebook page or contact Jessica Claudin at
305–7563 or Kendall Harder at (334) 887–9871.
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Hospice of St. Francis seeks volunteers;
training classes scheduled in Melbourne
Hospice of St. Francis is seeking compassionate people
to join its mission of “uplifting lives” by becoming a hospice
volunteer. Volunteers are needed to visit patients and
perform clerical duties in the office. Opportunities are also
available in other capacities throughout Brevard County.
No previous experience is needed. Training is provided at
no cost to the participants.
Anyone can learn how to be involved by attending one
of Hospice 101 — Volunteer Introduction Classes. Classes
will be held at the Melbourne office, located at 4875 N.
Wickham Road, Suite 108, on the following days: Tuesday,
April 24, from 5–8 p.m.; Saturday, May 19, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Wednesday, June 27, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
For more information and to register for the classes, call
the South Brevard volunteer coordinator at 269–4240 or
(866) 269–4240 (toll free).
Hospice of St. Francis, Brevard County’s first hospice, is
a local, independent, nonprofit organization celebrating its
40th anniversary of providing care for terminally ill
patients and support for their families.
All of Hospice of St. Francis programs are free of charge
to Brevard County residents. For more information on its
programs and services, visit www.hospiceofstfrancis.com.
MARCH 26, 2018
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Three more speakers announced for Loyalty Expo, including Gannett’s chief marketing officer Yost
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CINCINNATI — Representatives from an energy–
solutions disruptor, a cruise–industry giant, and a
nationally recognized media empire are the latest set of
speakers announced for “Loyalty Expo 2018,” coming to
Orlando this May.
The newest announced speakers are:
l Andy Yost is the chief marketing officer of Gannett,
parent company of “USA Today” and a number of other
publications. Yost will be discussing the challenges of
building engagement in the media vertical, as well as the
launch of the company’s Insider loyalty program.
l As president of Carnival Cruise Line, Christine Duffy
has led the brand since February 2015, previously serving
as president and CEO of the Cruise Lines International
Association. Carnival’s unique approach to employee
empowerment has been a key factor in the brand’s success
and will be the topic of Duffy’s presentation at Loyalty
Expo.
l Current, powered by GE chief marketing officer Bruce
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Stewart, works to create efficiency and sustainability
transformation in clients, and will share insight about how
these transitions vary based on the given brand’s identity.
“With these latest speakers being added to the 6
previously announced, Loyalty Expo’s lineup of speakers is
taking shape as yet another premier slate of brand
executives,” said Carly Stemmer, director of marketing
operations at Loyalty360. “From informative sessions to
unique networking opportunities, we can’t wait for
attendees to experience all that we have in store at this

Health First Golf Classic April 16 at Suntree Country Club
The Health First Foundation will host the Health First Golf Classic on Monday, April 16, at Suntree Country Club in
Melbourne. The event will begin at 8 a.m. with a shotgun start. The fundraiser benefits Health First Aging Services,
which is dedicated to providing “high–quality health care for seniors and support for their caregivers.” The tournament
will feature a four–person scramble format, as well as games, contests and prizes for all skill levels. All golfers will receive
a tournament shirt, special giveaway range balls, breakfast, lunch and gifts. To reserve your spot or become a sponsor of
the event, call 434–7353 or visit HFgive.org.
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year’s Loyalty Expo.”
For the latest updates on speakers, or to register for
Loyalty Expo 2018, visit the show’s website at
LoyaltyExpo.com.
Loyalty360 is “an unbiased, objective, and market–
driven association for customer loyalty, which seeks to
enable and encourage dialogue among industry leaders.”
By attending, you’ll have the opportunity to network
with hundreds of your fellow marketers and hear how they
are reaching their customer relationship–building goals.
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Palm Bay Fire Chief Rusty Nail is awarded
designation of ‘Chief Fire Officer’
Palm Bay Fire Chief Rusty Nail has successfully
completed the process that awarded him the professional
designation of “Chief Fire Officer.”
The Commission on Professional Credentialing met on
Feb. 6 to officially confer the re–designation upon Nail.
The Chief Fire Officer designation program is a
voluntary initiative designed to recognize individuals who
demonstrate their excellence in seven measured components: Experience, Education, Professional Development,
Professional Contributions, Association Membership,
Community Involvement and Technical Competencies.
To maintain the designation, individuals need to show
they have continued to develop as a CFO in four areas:
Professional Development, Professional Contributions,
Active Association Membership and Community Involvement.
A Board of Review consisting of members of the fire and
emergency services profession, academia, and municipal
agencies review each application and recommends
successful candidates for designation to the Commission.
Nail has more than 25 years of fire service experience.
After volunteering with Brevard County Fire, Nail began
his professional career with the City of Palm Bay before
joining the City of Orlando Fire Department, serving there
for more than 20 years. He returned to Palm Bay Fire
Rescue in 2016 and was named as Palm Bay Fire Chief in
July of 2017.
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CFE Arena in Orlando hires new general
manager; Imbriaco to succeed Hixenbaugh
ORLANDO — Spectra, which manages the 10,000–seat
CFE Arena on the campus of University of Central Florida,
recently announced that Joe Imbriaco is the facility’s new
general manager.
Imbriaco, who was previously general manager of
Spectra–managed Cross Insurance Center in Bangor,
Maine, replaces Brian Hixenbaugh. Hixenbaugh will
become the acting general manager for the new Spectra–
managed arena at the Iowa River Landing in Coralville,
Iowa.
In his new role, Imbriaco will oversee booking and daily
operations of CFE Arena. “My family and I are excited to
get settled in sunny Central Florida and join the UCF
community,” Imbriaco said. “I look forward to building on
the success that the CFE Arena has had, while also
seeking fresh ways for us to grow.”
Imbriaco has worked in the sports and entertainment
industry since his first job as part–time event staff at
Colonial Life Arena in Columbia, S.C., in 2002. He has
held various roles in operations, events, and administration. His previous positions include: assistant general
manager at Colonial Life Arena in South Carolina, director
of events and operations at the Ted Constant Convocation
Center in Virginia, and events manager at John Paul
Jones Arena in Virginia.
A Marlton, N.J. native, Imbriaco graduated from the
University of South Carolina in 2004 with a bachelor’s
degree in journalism and mass communications. He will be
moving to Orlando with his wife and their two children.
MARCH 26, 2018
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Florida Bar Board of Governors seeks applicants for appointments to be filled in May; deadline set
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The Florida Bar Board of Governors makes several
special appointments each year. The Board is currently
seeking applicants for the following vacancies to be filled
during its May 20 meeting.
American Bar Association House of Delegates: Two
lawyers (one under–36 delegate) to serve two–year terms
commencing August 2018, at the conclusion of the ABA
Annual Meeting. Applicants must also be ABA members.
l Florida Legal Services Inc. Board of Directors: Five
lawyers to serve two–year terms commencing July 1, 2018.
This is a 21–member board that provides judicial advocacy
through co–counseling with local program attorneys and
volunteer pro bono attorneys and provides legislative and
administrative advocacy on policies impacting the legal
rights of the poor, as well as providing civil legal assistance
to indigent persons who would not otherwise have the
means to obtain a lawyer.
l Florida Lawyers Assistance Inc. Board of Directors:
Five lawyers to serve three–year terms commencing

July 1, 2018. This 15–member Board assists the legal
community in securing counseling and treatment for
emotional and chemical dependency problems for lawyers.
l Florida Medical Malpractice Joint Underwriting
Association Board of Governors: One lawyer to serve a
two–year term commencing July 1, 2018. This is a nine–
member board of governors that develops a means of
obtaining loss and expense experience in medical malpractice issues.
Persons interested in applying for these vacancies may

visit www.floridabar.org/about/bog/bog007to download the
Application for Special Appointment or should call Bar
headquarters at (850) 561–5757, to obtain the application
form. Completed applications must be received by the
Executive Director, The Florida Bar, 651 E. Jefferson St.,
Tallahassee, Fla., 32399–2300, by Monday, April 9, 2018.
Resumes will not be accepted in lieu of the required
application. The Board of Governors will review all
applications and may request telephone or personal
interviews.

Brian Fernandez of LBR finalizes two commercial property leases
Lightle Beckner Robison Inc. recently announced that Brian Fernandez has negotiated the leases of two commercial
real–estate transactions. The first being the negotiation of a 3,040–square–foot office space for VITAS Healthcare in
Barefoot Bay. Fernandez represented the landlord and CBRE represented the tenant in this deal. Fernandez also
negotiated the lease of a 15,000–square–foot industrial lease for Nexgen Framing System LLC in Palm Bay. Fernandez
represented the tenant, while Ullian Realty represented the landlord. Lightle Beckner Robison is a full–service real
estate firm specializing in office, retail, industrial, investment properties and asset property management.

INSPIRE

ABI
pick up BBN
THEIR WORK WITH
2/19/18
page 18

an inspiring space
DO YOU HAVE A HORIZONTAL
VERSION OF THIS AD?
IF SO, IT POBABLY
NEEDS TO BE LIGHTENED
FULL COLOR

AMERICAN
BUSINESS
INTERIORS
Design • Products • Facilities Services
abinteriors.com • 321.723.5003

National Realty
pick up BBN
www.NationalRealtyFla.com
3/19/18
Serving
Brevard Since 1965
Melbourne Office: 723-1400
pagePalm
16Bay Office: 725-8120
Indialantic Office: 724-2300 Viera Office: 259-2993
Relocation: 725-1500
Commercial: 723-3664
FULL COLOR

Uniform Mart
Uniform
Mart
pick up BBN

Featuring Barco Uniforms

Uniforms  Shoes  Accessories
"We
DressCOLOR
The Pros"
FULL

Melbourne Shopping Center

A Cut Above
pick up BBN
FULL COLOR

1387 S. Babcock Steet

321-676-0000
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 18

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

MARCH 26, 2018

BBN

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS online at BrevardBusinessNews.com

Feller Theatre Academy
Continued from page 12
with public speaking, and it helps them
with human interaction. These are some
of the skills we help develop working with
the students.”
She added, “Introducing young people
to the world of theater remains at the
core of what we do in educational
programming at the Henegar Center.
While we’re doing this, the students make
strides and gain skills in other areas that
have carry–over value in life.”
Harris Interactive recently released an
independent poll which shows a positive
association of music and theater with
lifelong educational attainment and
higher income. Nearly nine in 10 people
(88 percent) with post–graduate degrees
participated in music education, according to the Harris survey.
Further, 83 percent of those with
incomes higher than $150,000 or more
participated in music. The study says the
research “confirms” that music education
at an early age “greatly increases the
likelihood that a child will grow up to
seek higher education and ultimately
earn a higher salary.”
Shestak got her start in theater as a
child. She has been involved in all aspects

of theater most of her life. In middle
school, she was part of a professional
dance troupe, Dance Etc., and was offered
her first equity stage role at Riverside
Theatre in Vero Beach.
“I was 7 years old when I took part in
my first professional show at Riverside
Theatre. I played Baby June in ‘Gypsy.’
That’s all it took. I was hooked on acting.
I continued my involvement in theater at
the Burt Reynolds Institute in Jupiter,
which later was moved to West Palm
Beach.”
Shestak worked there during her high
school years as a stage manager and in a
wide range of roles, including as an
actress.
At the Institute, she took master
classes conducted by professionals such
as Dom Deluise and Charles Nelson
Riley.
“The Institute was a teaching facility.
The performers would come in and do
shows, and then help out teaching classes
to both the high–school program, which I
was part of, and to older actors. It was an
apprenticeship theater. A lot of talent
came out of that program.”
After earning her degree from an

institution that touts itself as the
“nation’s only comprehensive arts
university” — The University of the Arts,
whose campus is at the center of
Philadelphia’s vibrant Avenue of the Arts
— Shestak moved to New York, where
she worked as a performer, director and
choreographer, as well as a model.
“That was a great experience for me in
New York,” said Shestak, who earned her
bachelor’s degree in fine arts, with a
major in musical theater and a minor in
dance.
She is a member of the Screen Actors
Guild. In 2012, the Screen Actors Guild
merged with the American Federation of
Television and Radio Artists to create
SAG–AFTRA.
After working as a professional model,
actress, and teacher, both in Philadelphia
and New York, she and her husband
decided to move back to Florida.
In Florida, she began choreographing
and directing for a number of productions
along the Treasure Coast and was soon
offered multiple opportunities to teach
acting, voice, and dance with various
studios, including CBPH Productions,
Starstruck, and Florida Art and Dance.

Last year, Shestak was recruited by
the Henegar Center to be the director of
education for the Feller Theatre Academy. Before coming to Brevard, Shestak
worked for Riverside Theatre.
She was an instructor with Riverside
Children’s Theatre for both musical
theater and dance. Shestak also developed Riverside’s summer, spring and
winter–break camps, and multiple
outreach programs.
Before that, in 2016, Shestak was
hired as an actress to play Alex Spoffard,
one of the lead roles, in the Henegar
Center’s “Witches of Eastwick.” In 2107,
she also was hired to perform in “It
Shoulda Been You,” and played Rebecca
Steinberg in the Broadway musical farce
at the Henegar Center.
The 2017–2018 season at the Henegar
Center has been paced by “Sister Act” and
“Annie,” two shows which drew record
audiences. “Sister Act was a huge success.
It was the largest grosser in the history of
the Henegar Center,” said Diaz–
Albertini, adding that 3,508 people saw
that show and 3,300 attended “Annie.”
To view its just announced 2018–2019
season of shows, visit Henegar.org.
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Melbourne native David Tucker serves aboard the U.S. Navy guided–missile destroyer in Norfolk
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By Tom Gagnier
Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class
Navy Office of Community Outreach
NORFOLK, Va. — A Melbourne native and Melbourne
High School graduate is serving in the U.S. Navy aboard
the guided–missile destroyer USS Mason.
Petty Officer 1st Class David Tucker is a personnel
specialist aboard the destroyer operating out of the Navy’s
largest base. A Navy personnel specialist is responsible for
providing human resource management to service
members.
“My spirituality gave me motivation while growing up
in Melbourne, and it continues to motivate me to help
others today,” Tucker said.
More than 300 sailors serve aboard the ship, and their
jobs are highly specialized. The jobs range from maintaining engines to handling weaponry along with a multitude

of other assignments that keep the ship mission–ready at
all times, according to Navy officials.
Navy guided–missile destroyers like USS Mason are
multi–mission ships that can operate independently or as
part of a larger group of ships at sea. They are equipped
with tomahawk missiles, torpedoes, guns and a phalanx
close–in weapons system.
Tucker has military ties with family members who
have previously served and is honored to carry on the
family tradition.

“I have an older brother who is a Navy chief petty
officer and a cousin who is a retired Navy captain,” Tucker
said. “The Navy has taught me organization, time
management and how to grow as a leader.”
As a member of one of the U.S. Navy’s most relied–upon
assets, Tucker and other sailors know they are part of a
legacy that will last beyond their lifetimes providing the
Navy the nation needs.
“The small crew on the Mason is a very tight knit
group,” Tucker said. “It has the feel of a small town.”

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices announces its top–producing agents
Caprice Atwell, managing broker for the Melbourne office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Realty,
recently announced her office’s “Good to Know” Excellence Award winners. In January: Top Sales Associate by Dollar
Volume, Cathy Schubert; Top Sales Associate by Number Volume, Jeff Chancey; Top Listing Associate by Dollar Volume,
Randy Neuman; Top Listing Associate by Number Volume, Carol Yacovone; and Overall Top Producer, Nancy Taylor. In
February: Top Sales Associate by Dollar Volume, Cynthia Tripp; Top Sales Associate by Number Volume, Jeff Chancey;
Top Listing Associate by Dollar and Number Volume, Josie Rekab; and Overall Top Producer, Barbara Wall.

The F. Alan Smith Distinguished Lecture Series
presents public transportation guru Jarrett Walker.
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transit planner, helping
design transit networks and
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Eau Gallie Arts District’s ‘April in Paris’
Continued from page 13
All the films are in French with English
subtitles, said Murray. Admission to the
films shown in the Harris Auditorium are
$5 per ticket. Individual tickets are
purchased at the front door of the Harris
Auditorium.
An inexpensive “Festival Pass” will also
be available this year and will include
entry to all film showings. Passholders will
receive complimentary popcorn. Festival
Passes can be purchased at 411.fit.edu/
filmfest, or contact Murray at 674–8919 or
TMurray@FIT.edu. Sponsorship opportunities are available for the French Film
Festival.
In addition to the film entertainment,
April in Paris will feature special performances by the Brevard Ballet Academy
and by a trio from the Brevard Symphony
Orchestra.
“At last year’s event, the Brevard Ballet
Academy students really put on a show.
We had a special platform set up in the
street so the kids could dance. They did an
impromptu ‘Swan Lake’ and it was
something to see,” said Packard.
She continued, “These kids are really
talented and they definitely caught the
attention of the people in the Eau Gallie

Arts District that day. People stopped and
watched. This year other dance troupes
will be performing as well.”
The Eau Gallie Arts District’s First
Friday events, designed to promote the
area, have changed since they were first
introduced to the community. “They have
changed for the better,” said Packard. “We
are not closing the Square and hiring a
band like we did when we started the First
Friday program in 2010. At that time,
there were some empty storefronts on
Highland Avenue and only a few places to
have a bite or a drink. Eight years later,
there are more options to explore in
EGAD. There’s a lot more going on. Nearly
every business in EGAD is doing something for First Friday, and we post the
activities on Facebook and on the website
under ‘events.’ We are trying to get the
word out that we are indeed still hosting
First Friday events, and they are a lot
fun.”
The Eau Gallie Arts District’s collaboration with Florida Main Street — an
economic development initiative designed
to uplift historic downtown business
districts in the state — has played an
important role revitalizing an area of

Melbourne that is now a growing hub of
commerce and much more.
“The business environment in the Eau
Gallie Arts District is good. I believe we
have only one vacancy, in terms of space
being available. We encourage people to
come to the Eau Gallie Arts District and
walk around and see what’s going on.”
On Highland Avenue, the Cottage Irish
Pub has a sign up saying, “coming soon.”
The traditional Irish Pub is owned and
operated by the Hogan family of Ireland.
“We are looking forward to the opening of
the Cottage Irish Pub in the Eau Gallie
Arts District,” said Packard.
In 2006, the City of Melbourne rezoned
part of a residential area of Eau Gallie as
an “Art Overlay Zone,” creating the Eau
Gallie Arts District.
Four years later, the Eau Gallie Arts
District became a designated member of
the “Main Street” program. That program
encourages economic development within
the context of historic preservation
through revitalization of Florida downtowns.
“The Florida Main Street program is a
nonprofit organization,” said Murray. “So
we are always looking to recruit volun-

teers, grow membership, and grow
investment in the community.”
Packard said the Eau Gallie Arts
District has 15 new banners on the way.
“They will be going up. We probably need
10 more to hit all the available street signs
in EGAD. This is part of our new branding
and our new logo.”
The shape of the new EGAD logo is a
nod to the original survey plat of Eau
Gallie, with the long edge of the logo
depicting the Indian River. The colors
represent the orange setting sun from the
west leading to the lagoon blue at the base.
The red triangle symbolizes the sail boats
on the river.
Packard said the whole look takes the
original four logo colors and “tweaks them
slightly to be an accurate reflection of the
shades found in our sunsets.”
She said next year the Eau Gallie Arts
District will have “café lighting and new
LED street lamps up and down Highland
Avenue. It will be exciting to see. Being a
waterfront community has made the Eau
Gallie Arts District incredibly attractive to
businesses and to people who want to
shop, enjoy entertainment, or just visit the
area.”
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FIRST CHOICE HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS PROUDLY PRESENTS

At First Choice Medical Group and The B.A.C.K. Center, we make you better
:HWDNHH[FHSWLRQDOSULGHLQRXUDELOLW\WRSURYLGHSDWLHQWVZLWKWKHPRVWGLUHFWDQGFRQYHQLHQWDFFHVVWRWKHYHU\EHVWPXVFXORVNHOHWDODQGUHKDELOLWDWLYHFDUH
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Anthony Lombardo,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic
Surgeon & Sports
Medicine Specialist

Richard Harrison,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic
Surgeon & Hand,
Shoulder & Sports
Medicine Specialist

Kenneth Sands,
MD, FAAOS
Orthopaedic
Surgeon &
Total Joint
Replacements

Raymond
Donald Vliegenthart
DeLorenzi, MD,
MD, FAAOS
FAAOS
Orthopaedic
Orthopaedic
Specialist
Surgeon & Sports
Medicine Specialist

Richard Hynes,
MD, FACS
Spine Surgeon

GENERAL ORTHOPAEDICS | ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY | SPORTS MEDICINE
TOTAL JOINTS FRACTURE CARE | INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT
PHYSICAL THERAPY

FIRST CHOICE MEDICAL GROUP
MAIN OFFICE
709 South Harbor City Blvd Suite 100
Melbourne, Fl 32901

ToTomake
anappointment,
appointment,
please
make an
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call call

321-725- 2225
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SEBASTIAN OFFICE
800 S Bay Street, Suite 5
Sebastian, FL
www.myfcmg.com

Devin Datta, MD
James Billys, MD
Orthopaedic &amp; Orthopaedic &amp;
Spine Surgeon
Spine Surgeon

Jacob Januszewski
DO
Neurosurgeon

S. Farhan Zaidi, MD
Regina Morris
Physical Medicine & Solis MD, MMLSc.
Rehab Specialist
Interventional
Pain Medicine

Susan Ville, DC
DABCO
Chiropractic
Orthopedist

SPINE SURGERY | NON-OPERATIVE SPINE PROCEDURES | PHYSIATRY
CHIROPRACTIC SERVICES | OSTEOPOROSIS CLINIC | ACUPUNCTURE
INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MANAGEMENT | PHYSICAL THERAPY

THE B.A.C.K. CENTER
MAIN OFFICE
2222 South Harbor City Blvd Suite 610
Melbourne, Fl 32901
MERRITT ISLAND OFFICE
650 S. Courtenay Pkwy, Suite 100
Merritt Island, FL 32952
www.thebackcenter.net
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First Choice Healthcare Solutions Inc.
Continued from page 1
He added, “Our First Choice ‘Healthcare Services
Delivery Platform,’ built to our high standards for patient
care and attention, can be fostered and preserved. More
specifically, each of our localized platforms will provide for
the combination of synergistic medical disciplines related
to the practice of orthopaedics and spine medicine, while
being supported by related in–house diagnostic and
ancillary services, including, but not limited to, ambulatory
surgery centers, MRI, X–ray, DME and PT/OT. Collectively, the services must elegantly coalesce to provide
superior patient–centric care that spans a patient’s entire
episode of care, from diagnosis to treatment to recovery.”
The Crane Creek Surgery Center in Melbourne, located
in the same building as the B.A.C.K. Center, boasts a
state–of–the–art, 18,828–square–foot AAAHC–accredited
ambulatory facility. It has four operating rooms and a
medical–procedure room with the capacity to host 4,000 to
5,000 orthopaedic, spine, pain, and general surgical
procedures each year. After the procedures, patients rest
and recover in a post–anesthesia care unit until they are
ready to be discharged.
This year, First Choice acquired an additional
25 percent ownership in the Crane Creek Surgery Center,
bringing its total interest to 65 percent.
Last year, Romandetti, in his conference calls with
analysts who cover the company, talked about ways in
which First Choice could widen its footprint and take its
model to more markets, and now he’s executing the
company’s strategy.
“We estimated it costing us between $8 million and
$10 million to go into a new geographic location. When you
are new to a community with no stakeholders or partners,
there is a possibility of higher risk. So to mitigate some of
that risk, we looked at going the strategic–partner route.
We talked to multiple companies and listened to the
opportunities each one had to offer,” he said.
Romandetti added, “Steward presented the best
opportunity for us to expand our services, we believe. The
risk, in our estimation, for entering a new market could be
as much as 50 percent less because they are established
and have a national network. They already have facilities.
That enables us to come in with our unique delivery
platform of orthopaedic care and spine care, and some
interventional pain care as well.”
Romandetti pointed out that First Choice does not have
an “exclusive” with Steward and will continue its productive relationship with Health First Inc.
“We have a high regard for the Health First network
and what that organization has built in this community,
and the great facilities and services it offers,” he said.
“We still do a large volume of our operations at Health
First facilities. And for that, we thank them for being a
loyal partner. We just chose Steward to be our strategic
partner because they have 36 locations nationwide. That,
ultimately, is the path forward for the growth of our
company. Locally, we think we will always be a great
partner with Health First and with Steward, jointly.”
Dr. Michael Callum, executive vice president of the
Physician Services Group for Steward, says the partnership with First Choice will create greater efficiencies.
“We look forward to assisting the company with their
MARCH 26, 2018

expansion plans as they implement their platform into our
network. As a result of our partnership, we anticipate
outcomes to improve, while simultaneously reducing
health–care costs across our network,” said Dr. Callum.
Romandetti said it’s “not unreasonable today for a
patient to have his or her hip replaced and be able to go
home the next day. Five years ago, a hip procedure
required a minimum five–day hospital stay. Also, we are
currently doing major spine fusions in our outpatient
surgery center.”
The company is making big strides in orthopaedic care.
First Choice Medical Group of Brevard, a subsidiary of
FCHS, recently announced that a member of its clinical
team, board–certified orthopaedic surgeon Kenneth Sands,
is among only a handful of physicians in the nation — and
the first surgeon in Florida — trained and certified to
perform a “revolutionary” new total knee replacement that
preserves the anterior cruciate ligament or ACL.
In a traditional total knee replacement, a surgeon has
to remove the ACL to get a new knee implant into place —
even when the ACL is still healthy or uninjured. However,
utilizing this new ACL–sparing technology pioneered by
Smith & Nephew, Dr. Sands is able to save this important
ligament, helping a patient’s post–surgical knee feel and
move more like the original, natural knee.
“I believe that as many as 70 percent of all my patients
requiring total knee replacements will benefit from this
exciting, new surgical treatment that preserves as much of
the natural knee as possible,” Dr. Sands said. “In addition
to historically faster recoveries, studies have shown that
this surgical solution can allow for greater stability and
flexibility of the knee joint and potentially improved
durability of the implant, and increases a patient’s ability
to perform complex movements, such as those required for
tennis, skiing, dancing, golfing, and hiking. Most importantly, it feels more like a real knee.”
About 18 months ago, he delivered a lecture on the
technology and led instructional surgical labs for physicians in attendance at the Regional Recon Hip and Knee
Professional Education Seminar hosted by Smith &
Nephew in Nashville, Tenn.
“We are very pleased that First Choice Medical Group
is the first orthopaedic practice in the state of Florida to
offer this breakthrough approach to treating injured or
diseased knee joints,” said Jones. “Moreover, we take
tremendous pride that our team of distinguished physicians continue to be recognized as industry leaders in the
delivery of musculoskeletal and rehabilitative care.”
“We find that patients follow the best–in–class doctors,
and that’s what we think we have at First Choice,” added
Romandetti.
In addition to the new partnership with Steward, First
Choice recently announced it has signed a non–binding
letter–of–intent for the acquisition of a multi–site complementary ancillary services business to expand its market
presence and create additional revenue streams for the
company.
The deal, when completed, “will expand our footprint
within our industry, and will also generate incremental
revenue (of $7 million to $9 million) and offer additional
revenue streams. We anticipate closing the transaction in
the first quarter of this year,” said Romandetti.
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The company also announced it was expanding its
board from the current two–member board to a five–
member board. First Choice recently appointed Shelia
Schweitzer to the board, and as part of its strategic partnership with Steward, that organization will be appointing
two members to the First Choice board of directors
Schweitzer has more than 30 years’ experience in the
health–care industry as an executive, investor and adviser.
She is also the founder and serves on the board of
PatientMatters Holding LLC, a technology and patient–
engagement firm helping health–care providers manage
patient financial obligations.
Previously, she was the CEO and chairwoman of
CareMedic Systems Inc., a leading provider of revenue–
cycle management technologies and services, based in
St. Petersburg.
Schweitzer is a recognized expert in the health–care
industry and has testified before the U.S. Congress and the
Ministers of Health of the European Union on the topic of
electronic transaction and claiming.
As an investor and executive, she has been involved in
more than 40 deals totaling $3 billion.
“We are honored to have an accomplished health–care
professional such as Sheila join our board of directors,” said
Romandetti. “Sheila’s wealth of experience with patients
and providers will be instrumental at this critical juncture
in our company history. Her involvement and advisement
will allow us to continue with the growth of our business
organically, as well as continuing to evaluate strategic
opportunities and merger and acquisition opportunities.”
Schweitzer served on the boards of Aventura, a leading
provider of awareness computing; Recondo Health; and
National Electronic Attachment and led its sale to KKR &
Co., a global investment firm. She also has held advisory
roles with Aetna, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association,
and NND Health. Schweitzer earned her bachelor’s degree
in chemistry from Western Kentucky University.
“Being based in Florida, near First Choice’s facilities,
and intimately involved in the health–care system of the
state, I have watched closely with admiration the successful company Chris (Romandetti) and his team have built,”
she said. “I look forward to working closely with the team,
providing strategic insight and guidance through this
transformative period.”
In conjunction with the appointment of Schweitzer,
First Choice also announced the retirement of Donald
Bittar as a director of the company, effective March 6. “We
thank Donald for his service and contributions to the First
Choice board and wish him the best in his retirement,”
said Romandetti.
First Choice also plans to “uplist” its stock on a national
exchange this year, such as the New York Stock Exchange
or Nasdaq, and is currently going through the process with
the various governing bodies.
“We have publicly stated that we are aiming for an
uplisting in the second quarter of this year. It will enter us
into the next phase of the company, making our stock more
accessible to market–makers, institutional fund managers,
and others. In general, this is going to be a very interesting
year for First Choice. We’re positioning the company for
growth with all the things we’re doing. We’re excited about
the future of the company,” said Romandetti.
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Come see us at Brevard Medical City
Suntree Internal Medicine

Free
Antibiotics*

State-of-the-art Medical Facility
Everything under one roof conveniently located on Wickham Road in Suntree

No need for a second
trip to the pharmacy
Save gas, time and money
Will fill one prescription
per patient per visit
if antibiotics
are needed.

$25

Gift
Certificate*
if not seen in
30 minutes

Shannon
Abe Hardoon, M.D. Scott Hardoon, M.D. Edwin Chan, M.D. Gary J. Hardoon, M.D. Ami A. Bhatt, M.D. Allan Krutchik, M.D. Jennifer
Dawn Trundle
#PBSE$FSUJàFE
#PBSE$FSUJàFE
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#PBSE$FSUJàFE #PBSE$FSUJàFE Schneider, ARNP Spreitzer, ARNP ARNP-C, DNP
Internal Medicine Internal Medicine Family Medicine Internal Medicine Family Medicine Internal Medicine

(321) 259-9500
WEEKDAYS 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

6619 North Wickham Rd.

MELBOURNE

*Please see website for details

Medicare Patients Welcome
We Accept Most Insurance
Evening & Weekend Office Hours
Specializing in Adult Medicine
Book your appointment online suntreeinternalmedicine.com

