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Please see Michael Bross, page 23

Longtime criminal attorney Michael Bross has seen up–close how opioids are ravaging the lives of
individuals and families. Opioids are a class of drugs that include medications such as oxycodone,
hydrocodone, and methadone. Bross, an admirer of Greek and Roman architecture, renovated and
converted a facility he owns into what is now known as ‘A Step Up,’ a nonprofit entity that is run by one
of his firm’s paralegals. The residents maintain the house and the grounds at A Step Up and follow a
structure that includes attending meetings by various rehabilitative organizations. Bross says opioid
addiction has ‘infested every part of our society’ and ‘it’s much more serious than we could ever imagine.’
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Attorney Bross reaches out
to help people get back on
their feet amid opioid crisis
By Ken Datzman

Drug overdose deaths continue to

spiral upward in the U.S., fueled by the

use of synthetic opioids.

A growing number of states, including

Florida, have declared “emergencies” in

an effort to combat the overdose epi-

demic that is spreading rapidly across all

demographic groups.

The number of deaths from drug

overdoses point to the challenge society

faces.

Overdoses killed 63,632 Americans in

2016. Nearly two–thirds of these deaths

involved a prescription or illicit opioid,

according to the latest report by the

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention. Overdose deaths increased

in all categories of drugs examined for

men and women, people ages 15 and

older of all races and ethnicities, and

across all levels of urbanization.

Some estimates put the nationwide

cost of this epidemic at $500 billion per

year. The National Safety Council says

the cost of lost productivity is about

$20 billion a year.

“The drug epidemic is so pandemic in

America that it affects people across all

demographics of the population, includ-

ing doctors, lawyers, engineers, house-

wives, and kids, for instance,” said

longtime criminal attorney Michael

Bross.

“It has infested every part of our

society, from upper echelon to lower

echelon. It’s an extraordinarily bad

situation we find ourselves in today.

Beyond the marijuana craze and beyond

the methamphetamine craze, opioid

addiction is much more serious that we

could have ever imagined.”

Opioids are a class of drugs that

include medications such as oxycodone,

hydrocodone and methadone, which are

commonly prescribed to treat pain.

Pharmaceutical fentanyl is a synthetic

opioid which is 50 times more potent

than heroin and 100 times more potent

than morphine, says the CDC. It is

approved for treating severe pain,

typically post–surgical or advanced

cancer pain.

An estimated 2.1 million people in the

U.S. struggle with opioid–use disorder.

Rates of opioid overdose deaths are

rapidly increasing. Since 2010, the

number of opioid overdose deaths has

doubled from more than 21,000 to more

than 42,000, with the sharpest increase

occurring in deaths related to illicitly

made fentanyl and fentanyl analogs

(synthetic opioids).

Hospital emergency department visits

for suspected opioid overdoes increased

30 percent in the U.S., from July 2016

through September 2017, says the CDC.

Bross, a U.S. Army veteran, repre-

sents clients in multiple jurisdictions

around the state as a criminal lawyer.

He has seen up–close how drug addiction

ravages lives and destroys families. And

he’s seen it too many times during his

31 years of practice, including drug

relapses that result in death.

Recently, Bross attended the funeral

of a client he had represented. “She was

doing fantastic after three years of

rehabilitation. She was a vivacious,

young, energetic individual. She had

gone back to work. As I was moving to

file the papers to terminate her proba-

tion, I had heard from another indi-

vidual she had died, she relapsed. She

overdosed. Her parents were devas-

tated.”

He added, “We are facing a tremen-

dous challenge, more so than our society

acknowledges. Everybody needs to join

together to help people. Otherwise, we
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Florida Bar President Michael Higer presents awards
at Brevard County Legal Aid’s 31st Recognition Gala

Some 130 invited guests from the legal and business community attended Brevard

County Legal Aid’s 31st annual Pro Bono Awards and Recognition Gala March 16 at

Rockledge Country Club.

The dinner and the awards event are a tribute to Brevard’s attorneys who contribute

free legal assistance to help individuals who are unable to afford private counsel.

Florida Bar President Michael Higer was the special guest speaker and he also

presented awards to recognize the efforts of Brevard’s most outstanding pro bono

attorneys. Higer is a partner at Berger Singerman in Miami and, during his 32–year

career as a business litigator, he has earned a reputation for working “quietly, but

determinedly,” to address the legal needs of the disadvantaged and promote the

principle of “equal access to justice.”

He personally donates about 100 pro bono hours per–year and he is especially

committed to addressing the issues faced by “unrepresented victims of domestic violence

in the legal system.”

During his “inspirational remarks” at the Legal Aid Gala, Higer emphasized the

importance of meaningful access to the judicial system for poor and disadvantaged

members of the community. He quoted a line from the movie “A Few Good Men,”

comparing the commitment of pro bono attorneys to U.S. Marines guarding walls to

protect our democracy.

Higer invited award winners to shake hands and pose for a photograph with himself,

Florida Bar Board of Governors Representative John Alpizar, Florida President Elect–

Designate John Stewart, and Brevard Bar President Michelle Studstill.

Higer presented awards to local attorneys who went “above and beyond in their pro

bono contributions.” Nicholas Vidoni was recognized as “Pro Bono Attorney of the Year.”

Vidoni provided a wide range of pro bono legal services through Brevard County Legal

Aid, assisting more than 100 clients over the past three years and contributing over 250

volunteer hours. He assisted tenants in fighting illegal evictions, mobile–home owners

with title issues, and homeowners facing foreclosure. Vidoni is a familiar face at the

BCLA office in Rockledge, staffing regular advice clinics in addition to providing ongoing

representation to individual clients.

Circuit Court Judge Lisa Davidson received the “Distinguished Judicial Service

Award.” As chairwoman of the 18th Circuit Pro Bono Committee, Davidson has

successfully organized key stakeholders, including representatives from the judiciary,

the Brevard County Bar Association, Brevard County Bar Association for Women

Lawyers, Young Lawyer’s Section, Legal Aid and Brevard County Bar Foundation. Her

leadership and guidance has generated “new interest and collaboration” resulting in

several key initiatives aimed at stimulating increased pro bono participation.

And attorneys Brian Onek, Meryl Allawas McCormick and Elizabeth Harris were

recognized for their work on behalf of abused children.

In the past few years, Onek and McCormick, at the request of the BCLA, have been

deeply involved in several cases involving difficult and sensitive legal issues surround-

ing sexual abuse of children. They were both presented with the “Child Advocacy

Award.”

Harris provided critically important input and representation on appellate issues

and was recognized with the “Appellate Law Award.” In one case alone, involving the

sexual abuse of a 4–year–old, the three–lawyer team donated more than 400 combined

hours of pro bono service.

Other award winners included “Outstanding Pro Bono Service Awards” to James

Torres, Steven Brannock, John Daly, Robyn Silverman, Billie Jo Hopwood, and Amy

Romaine. “Distinguished Pro Bono Service Awards” went to Michael Howard, Keith

Kromash, Lesley Abbott, Julie Glocker Pierce, Judy Stevens, William Johnson, Tino

Gonzalez, Steven Allender, Scott Krasny, Raymond Cornelius, Deborah Smith, Jerald

Stubbs and Lia Allawas.

Attorney Kenneth Tworoger and the firm of Nance Cacciatore were the event’s

Platinum Sponsors. Gold Sponsors were: Allender & Allender, Brevard County Bar

Foundation, Faro & Crowder, Michael and Roma Kahn, and Shuster & Saben.

Silver Sponsors were: Alpizar Law, Douglas R. Beam, Brevard County Bar Associa-

tion, Cantwell & Goldman, Caruso, Swerbilow & Wald, Bud & Kim Deffebach,

GrayRobinson, Michael Howard, Bruce Jacobus, Robert and Shelley Johnson, J. Preston

and Betts Silvernail, Watson, Soileau, DeLeo, & Burgett, and The Wright Law Group.
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© 2018 Shelter Mortgage Company, L.L.C. All Rights Reserved. This communication does not constitute a 
commitment to lend or the guarantee of a specified interest rate.  All loan programs and availability of cash 
proceeds are subject to credit, underwriting and property approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are 
subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply. Shelter Mortgage Company, L.L.C, 4000 W. Brown 

Deer Road, Brown Deer, WI 53209. Corp NMLS#431223 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).  Kent Winkelseth (FL/#LO17485; 
NMLS #552527),  – Primary office Orlando – 408 East Ridgewood Street, Orlando FL 32803. Ron Canniff (FL/#LO49315; 
NMLS#1695472) ; Brian Spencer (FL/LO#17741; NMLS#803141). Natasha Cartagena Spencer (FL:#LO17483, NMLS #: 552564). 
7341 Office Park Place Suite 106, Melbourne, FL 32940.

KENT WINKELSETH 
407-765-3810  

WINK4LOANS.COM

BRIAN SPENCER 
321-537-1137  

SPENCER4LOANS.COM

NATASHA CARTAGENA SPENCER 
407-234-8504 

LOANSWITHNATASHA.COM

R O N  C A N N I F F 
321-917-9556  

MORTGAGEWITHRON.COM

Working with you and for you to 

find the best mortgage.
After you’ve found your dream home, let Shelter Mortgage Company 

provide the dream loan. Whether you’re a first-time homebuyer, looking 

to buy your next home, or refinancing, your satisfaction is our #1 priority.

• Lots of options for low down 
payments on our Conventional, VA, 
USDA, FHA, and even Jumbo loans

• Renovation Loans: Facilitate home 
improvements

• Jumbo loans up to $3M

• Construction-to-Permanent Financing

• Qualify with Less-Than-Perfect Credit

321.757.6600   

sheltermortgagefl.com

7341 Office Park Place, Ste 106  

Melbourne, FL 32940  
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Come see us at Brevard Medical City
Suntree Internal Medicine

(321) 259-9500
WEEKDAYS  7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

6619 North Wickham Rd.
MELBOURNE

Abe Hardoon, M.D.

Internal Medicine

Scott Hardoon, M.D.

Internal Medicine

Edwin Chan, M.D.

Family Medicine

Shannon  
Spreitzer, ARNP

Gary J. Hardoon, M.D.

Internal Medicine

Jennifer  
Schneider, ARNP

Ami A. Bhatt, M.D.

Family Medicine

Allan Krutchik, M.D.

Internal Medicine

Dawn Trundle 
ARNP-C, DNP

Medicare Patients Welcome    
We Accept Most Insurance

Evening & Weekend Office Hours    
Specializing in Adult Medicine

Free 
Antibiotics*
No need for a second
 trip to the pharmacy 

Save gas, time and money 
Will fi ll one prescription 

per patient per visit 
if antibiotics 
are needed.

Book your appointment online    suntreeinternalmedicine.com

$25
Gift  

Certifi cate* 

if not seen in 
30 minutes

*Please see website for details

State-of-the-art Medical Facility 
Everything under one roof conveniently located on Wickham Road in Suntree

Nikka Cohan
ARNP
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By Fernando Rivera
UCF Forum columnist
University of Central Florida

I traveled to Puerto Rico in January, about four months

after the island was devastated by Hurricane Maria on

Sept. 20. I had much anticipation to see for myself how the

island was doing, not only as my role as a disaster

researcher, but as a member of the Puerto Rican diaspora

and as a concerned son and friend.

Much can be said about the resilient, proud and

innovative spirit of the Puerto Rican people. The warmth

and attentive reception we received everywhere we went

was indicative of that.

After the storm, my research interest in disasters and

Puerto Ricans in Florida was augmented. Then–Provost

Dale Whittaker asked me to lead the efforts on how UCF

was going to address the situation, and different offices on

campus, staff, faculty and students came together to work

on the issue.

This amazing group of people was responsible for

answering calls and providing information about admis-

sion criteria for students granted in–state tuition to attend

UCF. UCF’s newly established Puerto Rican Student

Association was essential in extending in–state tuition for

students displaced by the storm.

My research interests were recognized by various news

outlets and I was interviewed by local WMFE–FM,

Canadian Broadcasting Corp., and Telemundo and

Univision national broadcasts, and inquiries for informa-

tion came from reporters from CNN and “Forbes” maga-

zine. Willingly or not, I had become the source of informa-

tion for the situation happening on the island and its

impact on the Central Florida community.

At the personal level I was also dealing with the

aftermath of the storm. I was not able to communicate

with my father in Puerto Rico for three weeks and my

in–laws moved to my house in Orlando and stayed with us

for almost four months.

Maria had influenced my life at all levels, but I still had

not seen the devastation firsthand, and four months after

the storm I decided it was time to visit and evaluate the

situation for myself.

In the winding–down days of the 2017 fall semester, I

met with my colleagues in the Department of Sociology —

Professor Tim Hawthorne and post–doctoral scholar

Hannah Torres — and we decided to visit Puerto Rico.

Christine Munisteri also joined us as our drone pilot to

survey the damage caused by Maria. We wanted to meet

with faculty colleagues at the University of Puerto Rico

and also with people in the community. After our UCF

meeting, we contacted several groups and individuals, and

the plan for our visit was set.

As we were landing at the airport in San Juan, my

heart was pounding with anticipation. Was I ready to see

the aftermath? Was I going to experience a completely

different Puerto Rico?

At touchdown, the passengers starting clapping and

making noise — this is a sort of an unwritten tradition of

Puerto Rican passengers when they land on the island. As

I stepped off the airplane, the airport operations were

smooth, rental–car pickup was a breeze, and everything

looked normal. We rented an apartment in Old San Juan

because FEMA workers and other subcontractors had

booked most of the hotel rooms.

As we drove from the airport to Old San Juan there

were noticeable effects of the hurricane. Several traffic

lights were not working, highways signs were facing the

wrong way, and a billboard was destroyed. But overall, Old

San Juan and the airport seemed to be OK.

However, as we visited other places around the island,

the story was different.

The next place we visited was the island of Culebra to

meet our friends Alfredo Montañez and Roberto Morales.

Culebra was affected by Hurricane Irma before it struck

Central Florida and the coastal erosion was compounded

by Hurricane Maria. Our friends showed us how coral reefs

were damaged by the storm and how they wanted to

collaborate to educate local children to protect this area

and develop a resilient community to face the threats of

future hurricanes and other climate events.

One of the striking issues in Culebra was the closure of

its most famous beach, Playa Flamenco, as Maria had

shifted the ocean floor and several bombs resurfaced from

the island’s past as a bombing range for the U.S. armed

forces. They closed the beach to make sure the bombs were

not active; fortunately, most of them were not.

We visited faculty and students at the Graduate School

of Planning and the Center for Social Research at the

University of Puerto Rico in Río Piedras who shared their

experiences with Maria, the stoppage of classes, and the

way they make sure their students continue their educa-

tion and research even in the most trying conditions.

We visited Utuado in the center of the island to meet

with a community group that shared their efforts in

responding to the storm by organizing, communicating and

activating their community. They also mentioned that

some of the communities have been without electricity or

potable water for 15 years or so, way before the impact of

Maria.

Finally, we visited the University of Puerto Rico–

Mayaguez and met with faculty members and students

from various departments. We learned about the National

Institute of Energy and Island Sustainability collaborative

that was put together to address the most pressing issues

of energy and sustainability on the island. We also toured

the damage to the coastline in the northwest town of

Rincón and saw firsthand the impact of Maria to this great

tourist destination.

Overall, four months after Maria, Puerto Rico was still

in response mode.

To the casual observer, if looked like Maria had just hit

the island as debris was still on the side of the roads,

downed power and telephone lines remained, and several

places were without power or working with portable

generators.

Puerto Rico is still in great need, and what we saw

confirms it.

Even now, another three months after our visit, many

of the conditions we experienced are still present.

I ask that others not forget Puerto Rico and we do

everything we can to make sure that the island thrives

again.

Puerto Ricans are resilient, but island still needs help after Hurricane Maria

Fernando I. Rivera is an associate professor in
UCF’s Department of Sociology. He can be
reached at Fernando.Rivera@UCF.edu.

Attorney Katie Jacobus to address American Business Women’s Association
The Space Coast Chapter of the American Business Women’s Association will meet at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, May 8, at

the Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Indian Harbour Beach. The guest speaker will be attorney Katie Jacobus, a graduate of

Satellite High School. She is a partner at Jacobus Law with her husband. Katie Jacobus began her career with the Office

of the State Attorney where she gained trial experience. To make a reservation for the meeting, go to PayPal.me/SCWEN.
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To Be Continued ...To Be Continued ...

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’
Brevard County Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
(321) 271–6029
to Dana Delaney Loyd
at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

‘Hi. I need to report
suspected abuse.’
Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith
to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015
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time in tally trying to obtain.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 09:40:34

Content: Nope!! I am running for sheriff in 2016 and 2020

To: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 09:43:07

Content: I'm calling someone out just so you know.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 09:47:45

Content: Who is telling you this

To: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 09:49:25

Content: This is what is going around jail..,Fontain who has "reliable" sources.

From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 09:51:32

Content: Fontain is telling you that directly

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:06:40

Content: No, others calling..

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:07:50

Content: Don't do anything, I got it...I'm tired of hearing I'm up your ass

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:10:35

Content: Where is Walters going

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:11:23

Content: Woolsey new north area commander

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:13:12

Content: Wow, people pissed off again

From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:14:29

Content: Why are people pissed off

To: 3212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:16:22

Content: Changes I guess...I'm fielding calls from road guys now

From: +13212716029
Date: 2015-04-29 10:18:32

Content: Too funny!! It's the Wayne train
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Signs of hope — renewed understanding this country is a work in progress, says a former 34–year politician

By Lee H. Hamilton

Call me a contrarian. Or even a Pollyanna. But when

everyone around me is filled with gloom and despair,

seeing dire portents in every political headline, I try to

find trends that encourage me. And I’m finding them. It

could be that my hopes outrun the realities. But I’m

guardedly optimistic that’s not the case.

If there’s a single theme that ties them together, it

seems to me that many people are beginning to view

government with greater realism as to what it can do

about improving the quality of life of our people. Don’t get

me wrong — there are still plenty of Americans who

believe that government is best which governs least, and

many others who reflexively turn to government to solve

our problems. Including some who profess to dislike

government.

Still, amidst all of the past year’s political turmoil —

in fact, in no small part because of it — there’s been a

renewed understanding that this country is a work in

progress; that it’s not yet finished creating itself. And so

Americans of all ideological stripes are determined to

question and challenge features of the political environ-

ment that concern them.

They’re looking at divisive issues like immigration

with a dose of realism — an assessment of what should

and can be accomplished — that hasn’t always been

evident before. They’re standing up for better treatment

of women and confronting the costs of past assumptions.

They’re marching and protesting. They’re running for

office. They’re scrutinizing public figures more carefully

than in the past. In other words, there’s an energy and a

vitality in the system that were hard to glimpse before.

Because politicians are pretty good at adjusting to the

public mood, they’re becoming a shade less divisive, less

polarized, less partisan, and maybe even less intolerant

of different opinions. I’ve even seen some strike a note of

humility. It’s possible I’m reading too much into this, but

I think a growing number of Americans are tired of

rancor, and are reasserting their respect for a nation

founded on the principles of “out of many, one” and

“freedom and justice for all.”

And so there are signs of more flexibility in political

life — of politicians and ordinary Americans shying away

from implacable positions. They recognize that it’s a big

country and we have to make it work. They are beginning

to see, I hope, what it means to be an American citizen:

that you can’t be too dogmatic, that we need to accept

differences and extend to everyone the opportunity to

become the best they can be.

This is crucial, because the United States is changing

in dramatic ways — becoming less white, less rural and

suburban, more urban, more racially diverse, possibly a

bit less religious. In many parts of the country there’s an

understanding that whether we like it or not, our daily

lives are affected by globalization and by forces exerted

from far outside our immediate communities.

Now, there are plenty of counter–trends to everything

I just said, and these get a lot of attention — indeed, they

dominate our view of where the country stands right

now. But as I survey the country and speak to different

groups, I keep getting glimpses of the more hopeful

trends I outline. So, the question I come away with is, can

they be sustained, nurtured, and enhanced?

And there, I’m afraid, I’m less hopeful. Because the

answer depends upon the quality of our political leader-

ship. For the most part, I don’t see our most prominent

leaders stepping forward with the determination to move

the country in a more unified direction. We’ve always

risen to the challenge of deep–seated, fundamental

change in the past, but that doesn’t mean we always will.

So where does that leave us as citizens? I think it falls

to us to push the hopeful trends forward, to make them

so obvious that they can’t be ignored. If we’re not at a

crossroads, we’re certainly not far from one, and in the

end, it’s up to each of us which direction we’ll take as a

nation.

EDC ‘Made in Brevard Expo’ at Port
The Economic Development Commission of Florida

Space Coast’s fifth annual “Made in Brevard Expo” will

be held May 3 at the Radisson Resort at the Port in Cape

Canaveral. Attendees will hear from Brevard manufac-

turers. The event, open to the public, is from 2–7:30 p.m.

There will be a Manuractures Association of Florida’s

Space Coast reception from 5–6 p.m. The cost is $30 per

individual. An award ceremony is set for 6:30–7 p.m. To

register and for more details on the event, visit

SpaceCoastEDC.org/events.

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana
University Center on Representative Govern-
ment; a Distinguished Scholar, IU School of
Global and International Studies; and a
Professor of Practice, IU School of Public and
Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.
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Building Relationships For Life

WELSH CONSTRUCTION - a proven leader
in commercial construction & development

3845 W. Eau Gallie Blvd. Suite 101.  l    Melbourne
321.757.7383   l   www.welshci.com

Design/Build   l   Construction Management   l   Bid Build

We provide creative
solutions to design,

development and
construction projects.

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Storage
Educational
Medical
Multi-family
Religious
Retail
Restaurants
Offices
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Greater Palm Bay Chamber to
present its Mayors Breakfast at
the Crowne Plaza Melbourne

Getting a few elected officials in one room at the same

time can be a scheduling nightmare. Getting 16 to commit,

is a major accomplishment. The Greater Palm Bay

Chamber of Commerce will have achieved that feat when

it presents its 10th annual Mayors Breakfast on May 10,

at the Crowne Plaza Melbourne, 2605 N. A1A.

In bringing together this diverse group, the Chamber

“is recognizing the need to work together to ensure that

Brevard County’s future is secure, both socially and

economically.” Each Mayor will provide an update on his or

her city or town, along with a look toward the future,

recognizing that each is interdependent on the others.

As a community known for unity in achieving its goals,

Brevard County has set its sights on becoming a region

known as much for its thriving manufacturing, technology

and space industries, as it is for its beautiful beaches and

unique attractions. “We’ve also prioritized education and

our environment to ensure we have a skilled workforce and

a great place for families to call home,” said Nancy

Peltonen, the president and CEO of the Greater Palm Bay

Chamber.

Brevard County has made great strides since the end of

the space shuttle program and witnessed tremendous

growth in both businesses and population. “Our economic,

space and tourism development commissions, in coopera-

tion with our major industries, employers and attractions

have done a fantastic job of diversifying our economy so

that we are not reliant on any one major sector.

Beginning with networking and a buffet breakfast at

7:30 a.m., the event will feature the 16 Mayors providing

an update on their respective city or town, followed by a

question–and–answer session. The program is scheduled

to end at 10:30 a.m.

“The Mayors Breakfast is always a fun and informative

morning,” said Peltonen. “This is a wonderful opportunity

to hear what is happening throughout Brevard County all

at one time.”

Each mayor will have the floor, describing the chal-

lenges he or she faced this year, the successes they

accomplished, and future development plans. Participants

will have the opportunity to hear about the “incredible

growth” Brevard County is experiencing and how this may

impact their business decisions and plans.

This year the guest emcee will be Brevard County

Sheriff Wayne Ivey. “Sheriff Ivey has a unique perspective

on the entire county and will be sure to entertain and keep

the Mayors on task,” she said.

The cost to attend is $28 in advance for Chamber

members and $35 for nonmembers (if seats are available).

Last year’s event sold out. To purchase tickets, go to

www.GreaterPalmBayChamber.com, or call Pat Luckey at

951–9998.

Library Advisory Board meeting set
The Port St. John Public Library Advisory Board will

meet at 5:30 pm. on May 9. For more information about

this meeting, call the library a 633–1867.

EDC
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Over 1.5 Million Sq. Ft. 
in Brevard & Volusia

Counties

FOR SALE OR LEASE 9,807 SQ. FT.
5151 Babcock Street, Palm Bay, FL 32905

5151 BABCOCK STREET

SALE PRICE:

$1,500,000
With neighboring lot,
5131 Babcock Street: 

$1,799,000

EXCELLENT LOCATION!
Babcock Street Frontage

Main Travel Corridor with Over 
30,000 Cars Per Day

6.1 Miles from Orlando 
Melbourne International 
Airport Terminal

Convenient to I-95 & US-Hwy 1

1 Hour from Orlando 
International Airport

FOR LEASE: $15.62 SQ. FT. PLUS CAM
• Built in 2012
• Stand Alone 9,807 Sq. Ft. Facility
• Offices with Moveable Walls
• Café & Kitchen
• Babcock Street Frontage with Back-lit 

LED Signage
• Over 30,000+ Cars Per Day & 43,000 

Residents Within 3 Miles
• Neighboring Land May Be Purchased 

with Building

REAL ESTATE

Aaron Anderson
Aaron@CIA-developers.com

321.723.3400
EXT 208

CIA-DEVELOPERS.COM
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Adam Lowenstein
FIT News Bureau
Florida Institute of Technology

With advancements in technologies in the space

industry, we are getting closer to understanding what truly

lies beyond our planetary systems.

Recently, NASA launched a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket

carrying the $377 million Transiting Exoplanet Survey

Satellite (TESS). Over a two–year survey, TESS will

monitor more than 200,000 stars for momentary winks in

brightness caused by planets passing in front of their star

— a technique known as “planetary transits.”

TESS is the latest satellite in NASA’s exoplanet

missions, and improves on its predecessor, Kepler. That

spacecraft utilized a four–year program to analyze a

particular area in the constellation Cygnus. However,

TESS’ elliptical orbit around the Earth will have the

satellite surveying systems closest to our planet, thus

allowing researchers to better analyze those areas, while

also serving as a bridge to the James Webb Space Tele-

scope (JWST). Now scheduled for a May 2020 launch,

JWST satellite will use location information from TESS

and analyze the atmospheric composition of planets.

“If we get really lucky, there may be some planets that

will show us they have oxygen atmospheres or even water

present,” said Florida Tech astrophysicist Daniel

Batcheldor, who leads the university’s Physics and Space

Sciences Department. “As we move closer to finding the

answer to the question we all have about being alone in

the universe, TESS is the next step in that process.”

Batcheldor and Florida Tech are an important part of

that process. Last February, he and his team developed a

tissue box–sized payload that was tested outside the

International Space Station. It showcased a new imaging

technology that will allow telescopes to better capture light

from objects tens of millions of times fainter than another

object in the same picture. That means they can better

capture dimmer light directly from a planet even when it is

close to a much brighter star.

“If you have a picture of a star and you’re looking for a

planet, the planet is a billion times fainter than the star,”

Batcheldor said. “The technology we’ve demonstrated on

the space station shows we have the ability now to get

around that problem. We’re now in a position to put that

type of camera on the next type of telescope after the

James Webb Telescope.”

While TESS will help us understand nearby solar

systems, according to Batcheldor, it may also help us

understand our role in the universe and how we value our

planet and those living on it.

“One of the big questions that I think has a massive

implication for the way our society will develop is how we

fit onto the cosmic stage, as it were,” he said. “Are we lone

actors on this cosmic stage, or is there a whole cast of other

planets and species out there that are going to really

fundamentally change how we live on this planet?”

Aided by more and more sophisticated technology, our

grasp of the heavens has evolved from wonder to knowl-

edge — with answers to the biggest questions soon to

come.

“We now have the evidence that demonstrates there are

billions and billions of planets out there, and the number of

possibilities that presents is staggering,” Batcheldor said.

“Things are moving so fast we may still be around to find

that first signature of life elsewhere in the universe. That

will be a fundamental shift in the history of our species

that will have repercussions for millennia to come.”

Are we alone? NASA satellite may help answer the mystery of what lies beyond our planetary systems

Harvey Massey presented with
Boy Scout Golden Eagle Award

ORLANDO — Massey Services Chairman and

CEO Harvey Massey was the 2018 Boy Scout Golden

Eagle Dinner Honoree hosted by Boy Scouts of America’s

Central Florida Council. He was presented with the

Golden Eagle Award, which recognizes outstanding

community leaders for their service.

Growing up in Louisiana, Massey himself was a Boy

Scout for several years and credits his early understanding

of leadership and honoring commitments to his experience

with the Boy Scouts.

“I am truly honored and humbled to be recognized by

the Boy Scouts of America. Having been a Boy Scout, I can

share that my involvement in scouting helped broaden my

horizons, knowledge and experience growing up,” he said,

adding, “Scouting provides positive experiences for our

youth that will last a lifetime. I offer a special thanks to

the Boy Scouts of America for continuing to guide our

youth with character–building programs that help produce

our future leaders of America.”

The Golden Eagle Dinner is an annual event that

brings together business, civic and political leaders of the

Central Florida community to share the story of Scouting’s

impact on youth. Past dinner honorees have included

Arnold Palmer, Mayors Buddy Dyer and Teresa Jacobs,

Dr. John Hitt, Leonard Williams, Jim Seneff, Lars

Houmann and Charlie Gray.
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1800 Penn Street, #11, Melbourne, FL  32901 � 321.729.9900 � www.ullianrealty.com

Visit our website to see our extensive collection of other

commercial properties.  www.ullianrealty.com

Contact Rob Solito at 321.480.4652

BREVARD COUNTY'S COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

SUITES FOR LEASE 1,458 - 7,200 SF / $19-$20 SF/yr NNN

Downtown Melbourne across from City Hall Parking - Walk to Restaurants
Suite 101 is 1,458 SF with Private Offices, Conference Room and  Breakroom

907 E. Strawbridge Avenue  /  Excellent Visibility and Signage

Suite 102 is 1,568 SF with Flexible Open Space Ready for Your Business
Suite 201 is 4,059 SF with Unique Loft Style Office Space

Suite 202 is 3,141 SF with Brightly Lit Second Story Space for your Business
Rob Solito

321.480.4652
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University of Florida to help
restore seagrass in Gulf waters
off Hernando, Citrus counties

By Brad Buck
UF/IFAS Communications
University of Florida

GAINESVILLE — University of Florida researchers

will help restore seagrass off the coast of Hernando and

Citrus counties to improve water quality and stabilize the

sea floor.

Among other activities, UF/IFAS faculty will use a

$299,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency to teach boaters how to avoid accidentally tearing

up the sea–bottom ecosystems. Seagrass is environmen-

tally important because it provides food and habitat for

other marine life.

Brittany Scharf, a Florida Sea Grant agent in

Hernando County, is working with Josh Patterson, an

assistant professor in the UF/IFAS program in fisheries

and aquatic sciences and Savanna Barry, a regional

specialized agent for the UF/IFAS Nature Coast Biological

Station on seagrass restoration.

Water in the Big Bend — which spans an area from

roughly Hernando County north through Wakulla County

— is shallow compared to other areas of Florida, Scharf

said. Boaters may inadvertently motor through water too

shallow for their vessel, especially if they are unfamiliar

with the area or the tide changes.

“Seagrass is being scarred by boat propellers, which can

be quite harmful for the grass,” Scharf said. Anchors and

boats running aground also damage seagrass, she said. “If

a boater runs aground and attempts to power off with their

motor, the force created by the motor can cause a large

hole to form in the seagrass bed — this is extremely

damaging to the habitat.”

Once damaged, seagrass recovers very slowly, she said.

In some cases, erosion increases along with more seagrass

loss, Scharf said.

“There is extensive damage in some areas, especially on

shallow banks nearby popular scalloping areas,” she said.

Faculty will educate boaters during the busiest time of

the year — scalloping season — at the ramps in the two

counties. Because they just received notification of the

grant award, they may have to wait until next year’s

scalloping season to start that part of the restoration effort,

Scharf said. “Scalloping season attracts many visitors and

residents, and ramps are heavily used.”

Sea Grant agents plan to expand the ‘Be Seagrass Safe’

program and share the best practice recommendations for

avoiding scarring seagrass with propellers. Information

can be found at www.BeSeaGrassSafe.com. Seagrass

damage is a serious issue in Florida. In south Florida, boat

propellers have scarred more than 30,000 acres of

seagrass, according to the ‘Be Seagrass Safe’ website.

By the summer of 2019, they also plan to place buoys in

the water to attract boaters’ attention to places they should

avoid, so they don’t damage the seagrass, Scharf said.

For now, Barry has been piloting a buoy project around

Sandy Hook Key in Crystal River, Scharf said.

Palm Bay Chamber
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10TH ANNUAL
MAYORS
BREAKFAST

 

$28.00 for members 
pre-registered

$35.00 for non-members 
and attendees at the door

 (if seats available).
 

Mayors from the cities and 
towns in Brevard County will 

give an update on the 
development in their 

respective municipalities. 

Open to the Public
Register online at 

GreaterPalmBayChamber.com 
or call the office at (321) 951-9998.

MAY 10, 2018
7:30 – 10:30 am

Crowne Plaza 
Melbourne-Oceanfront

2605 N Hwy A1A, 
Melbourne, FL

Sandy
Michelson

Presenting
Sponsor
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and one digital (electronic) copy of the application with

personal information redacted in a format suitable for

submission in response to public records requests.

l A recent photograph attached to the original and each

copy.

l All letters of recommendation that the applicant

wishes the commission to consider, however, these letters

also may be sent as supplements, after the application is

submitted.

l Copies of the applicant’s completed federal income tax

returns for the preceding three years or current financial

statement and financial history. Note: If the applicant is

practicing law as a professional association, the tax returns

for the three–year period should include the tax returns for

the professional association.

l Any additional information an applicant feels may be

helpful to the commission in assessing qualifications.

After the deadline for submitting applications, the

commission will determine which applicants to interview.

Applicants to be interviewed will be contacted to confirm

the date, time and location.

All proceedings of the commission are open to the public

except for deliberations. Applicants should not expect

applications to be kept confidential.

If an applicant is nominated, all materials attached to

the original application will be submitted to the governor.

If there are any questions about the application process,

contact Sasso at the address above.

Fifth District Court of Appeal announces two judicial vacancies; application deadline set May 11
As a result of the resignations of Judge Thomas Sawaya

and Judge William Palmer, there are two vacancies in The

Fifth District Court of Appeal, and the Judicial Nominat-

ing Commission has been asked to provide Gov. Rick Scott

with nominees.

Judicial applications for these two vacancies must be

received before 5 p.m. on May 11. Submit applications to:

C/O Michael C. Sasso, Chair, Fifth District Court of Appeal

Judicial Nominating Commission, 1031 W. Morse Blvd.,

Suite 120, Winter Park, Fla., 32789.

All applicants must have been members of The Florida

Bar for at least 10 years, electors of the state of Florida and

residents of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal before taking

office. The judicial application can be downloaded from The

Florida Bar website at www.FloridaBar.org/directories/jnc/

applications. The application must include:

l An original and 10 printed copies of the application;

one digital (electronic) copy of the application (either as a

PDF or in Microsoft Word) sent to msasso@sasso–law.com;

Satellite Beach Library Board to meet
The Satellite Beach Library Board will meet at 6 p.m. on Monday, May 8, at the Satellite Beach Public Library. The

address is 751 Jamaica Blvd. The telephone number is 779–4004.
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TEAM UP TO

TAKE CARE!
HELP US MAKE “TAKE CARE” KITS FOR THE WOMEN’S CENTER!

As part of the international Yale Day of Service, Ross A. Clevens, MD, FACS and the 
Clevens Face and Body Specialists team are collecting donations and creating 

toiletry bags for clients of The Women’s Center. Thank YOU for teaming up with 
us to “Take Care” of this critical need in our community.

NOW THROUGH FRIDAY, MAY 4, 2018when?

In appreciation for your generous gift of travel-size or small items, 
all donors receive a $50 Gift Certificate for a nonsurgical service! 
Toothbrushes & Toothpaste • Combs & Hairbrushes
Deodorant • Shampoo & Conditioner • Dental Floss
Soap • Cotton Swabs • Hairspray • Baby Powder • Razors
Tampons & Sanitary Napkins • Ethnic Hair Products

what?

Drop Off Your Donations
707 W Eau Gallie Blvd in Melbourne 
Monday through Friday • 8:30am to 5pm

where?

info@drclevens.com • 321.727.3223Questions?
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Adoption–matching technology
launches; connects families with
foster children; a pilot program

Brevard Family Partnership, the lead child–welfare

agency in Brevard County, is participating in the pilot

program for Family–Match, an innovative adoption–

matching technology designed to connect families with

foster children.

The Selfless Love Foundation, a Florida–based

nonprofit whose mission is to transform and enrich the

lives of current and former foster youth, has partnered

with Adoption–Share to launch Family–Match in Florida.

A data–driven technology, Family–Match utilizes

predictive models to assist case workers with placement

decisions. With a compatibility assessment developed by

the former lead researchers from eHarmony, this solution

seeks to decrease time to adoption placement, match

children to families where they will flourish, and improve

case worker efficiency.

Currently, 800 to 900 children in Florida await

adoption. Before Family–Match, adoptive parents often

also faced long waits to be matched with available

children. Locally, Brevard Family Partnership works in

conjunction with IMPOWER, an organization that

provides overlay adoption case–management services to

achieve permanency for children in Brevard County who

have been permanently removed from their home and

reside in foster, relative, or kinship care.

James Carlson, interim CEO of Brevard Family

Partnership, said, “We are very excited to be partners with

the Selfless Love Foundation. Their use of technology to

match children and families reflects a step forward for our

Family of Agencies, and the Brevard System of Care.”

With this program, families who are interested in

adoption, are in adoption training, or who have an

approved home study to foster or adopt, will be able to

register for Family–Match. Participating families will get

an unprecedented opportunity to be identified by child

welfare workers across Florida looking to connect children

with the most compatible homes. Interested families can

register or learn more at selflesslovefoundation.org/family–

match. Family–Match was developed by Brunswick, Ga.–

based Adoption–Share. More information about the

organization is available at adoption–share.com.

For additional information about providing a “forever

home” for children in the foster–care system, call Brevard

Family Partnership at 752–4650 or visit

www.BrevardFP.org.

Brevard Family Partnership was established in 2003 as

a nonprofit organization in response to the Legislative

mandate to privatize foster care and related services in

Florida. The agency was subsequently awarded the

contract, through the Florida Department of Children and

Families, to manage Brevard County’s child–welfare

system. Working in partnership with more than 50

community organizations, its mission is to “protect

children, strengthen families and change lives through the

prevention of child abuse and the operation and manage-

ment of a comprehensive, integrated, community–based

system of care for abused, abandoned and neglected

children, and their families.”

Melbourne Hilton
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Please see Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation, page 19

Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation’s ‘Heels & Wheels’ set for American Muscle
Car Museum; Dr. Clevens featured speaker; drawing for Richard Petty car
By Ken Datzman

Understanding and effectively treating Alzheimer’s

disease and other dementias may be the most difficult

challenge for the medical and scientific communities this

century.

The field has experienced significant challenges

developing new and effective drug therapies.

“The mind is so mysterious, so difficult to understand,”

said Dr. Ross Clevens, who last April lost his mother. She

suffered from dementia for about the last seven years of

her life.

“Alzheimer’s is unlike some other diseases which are

tangible, meaning the patient may see his or her life

improved or be cured through surgery when the disease is

removed. A patient’s life may also be improved through

medication. For me, this experience was much more

unclear, nebulous, difficult to get a handle on. It’s very

humbling what can happen to the human body,” said

Dr. Clevens.

He added, “It’s a very challenging disease, not only for

the individual suffering but also for those surrounded by

the individual. It’s very difficult to see the person you once

knew really lose their personality, lose their faculties, lose

their awareness, lose their surroundings.”

Dr. Clevens, founder of Clevens Face and Body

Specialists, will be the guest speaker for the Brevard

Alzheimer’s Foundation’s “Heels & Wheels” black–tie gala

set for Saturday, May 5, at the American Muscle Car

Museum on Sarno Road in Melbourne. The benefit is from

6–10 p.m.

Lisa Scott is the chairwoman for Heels & Wheels. “All

proceeds from the event will be used exclusively in Brevard

County to provide services to those who may not otherwise

be able to afford them,” she said.

Individual tickets are $100 and $150 per couple. The

event will include food, drinks, auctions, and dancing.

Sponsorships range from $500 to $15,000, with various

amenities at each level of support. To purchase tickets to

the event or inquire about being a sponsor, visit

www.HeelsWheels.org, or call the Brevard Alzheimer’s

Foundation at 253–4430.

“We want to raise the awareness of Alzheimer’s disease,

which is one of the leading causes of death and currently,

there is no cure,” said Janice Miller, the chief operating

officer of the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation Inc. in

Melbourne and a board member of the Florida Association

of Aging Services Providers.

“Dr. Clevens will be our speaker for the event. He will

talk about his mother and the experiences he had dealing

with this dreadful disease. There has not been a new

Alzheimer’s drug brought to the market in more than

15 years. And Alzheimer’s is an epidemic. More than

5 million people are affected by the disease. We must find

a cure before it bankrupts this country.”

For the second consecutive year, total payments to care

for individuals living with Alzheimer’s or other dementias

are projected to surpass $277 billion, which includes an

increase of nearly $20 billion over last year, according to

new data reported in the Alzheimer’s Association 2018

“Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures” released

March 20.

New findings from the report show the growing burden

of Alzheimer’s on people living with the disease, their

families and caregivers, as well as society–at–large.

“It’s hugely important and it just breaks my heart that

a lot of people in Brevard County do not understand there

is an avenue to get relief for the caregivers, and it’s

through the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation,” said retired

U.S. Air Force Col. George Cusimano, the new vice

chairman of the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation board of

directors.

Cusimano said his mother as well as his wife’s mother,

both suffered from Alzheimer’s.

“I decided if I could do anything to help this organiza-

tion, I would. The Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation is a

great organization that is having a big impact in the

community through its programs and services. I’m proud

to serve on the board.”

Nationwide, it is estimated that nearly 60 percent of

older adults with Alzheimer’s or other dementias reside in

the community (outside a hospital or clinical setting).

About 25 percent of these individuals live alone, but the

remainder receive care from family members, unpaid

caregivers, and community–based and residential care

providers.

The number of older Americans is growing rapidly and

so too is the number of people living with Alzheimer’s.

“More than 25,000 people in Brevard County have

Alzheimer’s, and the number has been rising,” said Miller.

“The Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation helps those affected

by the disease. We’re here to help our clients. We don’t call

them patients. And we are here to help their families. Our

Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation will present the ‘Heels & Wheels’ fundraiser May 5 at the American Muscle Car Museum in Melbourne.
Tickets and sponsorships are sold at www.heelswheels.org. This benefit supports the BAF’s programs and services, including Adult Day
Care. More than 25,000 people in Brevard have Alzheimer’s. From left: Dr. Ross Clevens, of Clevens Face and Body Specialists, who
will be the event’s guest speaker; Tim Timmermann, BAF director of operations; Janice Miller, chief operating officer, BAF; and George
Cusimano, vice chairman of the BAF board. They are at Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation’s headquarters in Melbourne.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see Space Coast Early Intervention Center, page 21

Summer camp registration underway; Space Coast Early Intervention Center’s
‘Cycle Jam’ and free ‘Family Fun Fest’ set for Space Coast Field of Dreams
By Ken Datzman

Participating in Space Coast Early

Intervention Center’s upcoming “Cycle

Jam” is a great way to gain the benefits of

exercise — bike riding — while support-

ing a unique educational institution that

specializes in preparing children with and

without disabilities for kindergarten and

beyond.

The ninth annual Cycle Jam

fundraiser is set for Sunday, April 29, at

Space Coast Field of Dreams on Fell Road

in West Melbourne. The event offers

bicycle ride selections ranging from family

jaunts to an elite–level 100–miler. These

are non–competitive rides designed for all

types of people, from beginners to

advanced riders.

Registration will begin at 6:45 a.m.

The first riders will leave at 7:30 a.m.

from Field of Dreams. The ride selection

includes 32 miles, 62 miles, or the

100–miler. There is also a 10–mile Family

Fun ride for parents and children

scheduled for 9:30 a.m.

“Cycle Jam is a great activity for the

whole family. We had about 160 riders

last year and we’re targeting 200 riders

this year,” said Jim Clamons, a longtime

fundraising volunteer with Space Coast

Early Intervention Center in Melbourne

and a retired Harris Corp. engineering

executive.

In putting on this community event,

Clamons works closely with Dr. Enrique

“Henry” Perez, chairman of Space Coast

Early Intervention Center’s board of

directors and the associate dean of

academics at Florida Tech’s Nathan M.

Bisk College of Business; Terri Clark,

executive director of the Space Coast

Early Intervention Center, a 501(c)(3)

entity; and a group of volunteers.

To register for Cycle Jam, go to

SCEIC.donorpages.com/cyclejam2018.

Donations for the various rides range

from $10 to $75 and include a Cycle Jam

T–shirt. Riders can help the cause further

by asking friends and family to sponsor

them for a ride in Cycle Jam.

A recent addition to Cycle Jam is

“Family Fun Fest,” from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

the same day at Field of Dreams. It is free

of charge to the community. Both events

are sponsored by Publix Super Markets

Charities. “Last year we expanded with

Family Fun Fest and it was embraced by

the community,” said Clark.

Family Fun Fest allows families to

gain knowledge of community organiza-

tions, volunteer opportunities, and

philanthropy opportunities by showcasing

the various services and programs

available to Brevard residents, while the

kids have fun with games and activities at

Field of Dreams, said Clamons. “Cur-

rently, we have more than 40 agencies

from around Brevard County that will be

participating in Family Fun Fest.”

There will be all types of games and

activities for children, he added. “For

instance, the Brevard Zoo will be bringing

some of its animals and the Brevard

County Sheriff’s Office will be bringing its

Teen Driving Simulator. Field of Dreams

has an outstanding playground, too. It’s a

great place for the family.”

All proceeds from Cycle Jam will

benefit Space Coast Early Intervention

Center, a 31–year–old preschool through

second grade. Special–needs students

with diagnoses such as Down syndrome,

autism, or speech, hearing or vision

impairments receive instruction and

therapy in fully inclusive programs with

their typically developing peers.

“The inclusion model is a wonderful

way to educate and care for our children,”

said Clark, who has a master’s degree in

education from the University of Florida

and holds certifications in specialty areas

within her field.

“The children with disabilities need to

interact with typically developing peers so

SCEIC’s annual ‘Cycle Jam’ and ‘Family Fun Fest’ will be held Sunday, April 29, at Space Coast Field of Dreams in West Melbourne. The Cycle Jam
fundraiser is a bike ride with various distances. The event is for people of all ages. Family Fun Fest will showcase area nonprofit organizations. From
left: students Celine, Eli, Lily, Emily, Christopher, Gunner, Prince, Johnathan, Shyla, executive director Terri Clark and SCEIC volunteer Jim Clamons.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Prison riot in South Carolina kills seven, injures 17; how does what happened in South Carolina affect you?

By Larry Lawton

It is a big misconception that what goes on in prison

stays in prison. In fact, it is the opposite. What goes on in

prison comes to you and your community.

Ninety–five percent of all inmates will be released back

into society and, according to the Prison Policy Initiative,

there are almost 2.3 million people in 1,719 state prisons,

102 federal prisons, 1,852 juvenile correctional facilities,

3,163 local jails, and 80 Indian Country jails, as well as in

military prisons, immigration detention facilities, civil

commitment centers, state psychiatric hospitals, and

prisons in the U.S. territories.

How a person who was incarcerated in any of the above

places adjusts back into your community will directly affect

you and your neighbors. Yes, ex–cons are in your commu-

nity.

I ask people all the time, do you want a person who has

energy, hope, dreams and feels love, or do you want a

person with little energy, no hope, desperate and heart-

less? Everybody wants the guy with hope and dreams. The

other guy is a serious problem.

To get the guy who feels love you have to look at what

he went through in a place that simply put, is not humane.

As a man who was incarcerated in multiple maximum–

security facilities, I know what goes on in prisons and it is

not pretty. I was strapped down naked, beaten and peed on

by guards in Edgefield South Carolina for writing about

the deaths of fellow inmates.

Seeing inmates stabbed and friends die, being stabbed

and stabbing others, seeing young men raped and turned

out as prostitutes for other inmates will never leave me.

What saved me was staying connected with family and

friends on the outside, being a paralegal and helping other

inmates, becoming a gang mediator, helping new inmates

adjust to a negative environment and fighting the broken

prison system.

I don’t believe prisoners should be coddled and pam-

pered, but rehabilitation should be the norm, not the

exception. Not only are we losing young people, we are also

putting dangerous people back in our communities.

It is not as simple as, if a person does a crime, lock’um

up. Yes, we need to hold people accountable, but we also

need to treat people humanely and help them change. Yes

change. People do change.

The riot in South Carolina is deeper than a shortage of

guards, inmate territory, drugs, etc. It is the little things

that build up to a riot. Not giving inmates toilet paper,

shutting off the toilet, not feeding inmates and beating

inmates are just a few of the things that will lead to unrest

and riots.

Although we are talking about prisons, this also goes

for jails. Sheriffs who run the jail need to be compassionate

and caring. The abuses going on in jails is a growing

problem. The Sheriff in Alabama who used inmate food

money to buy a summer home comes to mind immediately.

I know of a jail that doesn’t give woman sanitary pads

when she is on her time of the month. Think about that, if

you have a daughter, like I do, it has to make you think,

what is wrong with the people working there. What kind of

person would let a woman bleed on her underwear, or on

herself and not help her. How do they go home and sleep at

night? I know I couldn’t. It boggles the mind and will

eventually lead to unrest.

Taking away hope, sanitary products and basic human

needs like communications will eventually drive a person

crazy, which doesn’t help the person, or the community he

or she will be released to.

As a man who works with young people on a daily

basis, helps connect the police with the community and

works with courts, I can say with certainty, that ignoring

prison issues will hurt communities for decades to come.

Larry Lawton is co–author of “Gangster Redemp-
tion” with Peter Golenbock, a “New York Times”
best–selling author. The book is about Lawton’s life
and what really goes on in prison. After being
released, Lawton developed what became the top
educational program in the country designed to
help young people stay on the right path in life. In
August of 2013, Lawton was the first ex–con in the
United States to be sworn– in as an Honorary Police
Officer, and in November 2013 he was the first ex–
con recognized on the floor of the United States
Congress for his work with helping young people
and law–enforcement agencies. Lawton is a guest
analyst for ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, CNN and
MSNBC. He can be reached at (844) 922–4800 or
at Larry@Lawton911.com.
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Clerk Ellis files motion to dismiss
suit seeking to issue debt for
economic development grant

TITUSVILLE — Brevard County Clerk of the Circuit

Court and Comptroller Scott Ellis has filed a motion

seeking to dismiss the bond validation lawsuit filed earlier

this year by Brevard County and the North Brevard

Development District.

The suit seeks approval for the County and the District

to issue $8.1 million in bonded debt to finance an economic

incentive grant to Blue Origin Florida LLC, an aerospace

company owned by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos.

Pursuant to section 125.045, Florida Statutes, the

County and the District are allowed to make grants of

public money to private entities such as Blue Origin.

Neither the County nor the District, however, may issue

bonds to finance the grant, as Florida law and the County’s

charter expressly prohibit the financing of operational

expenses via the issuance of bonds.

“While the County may very well wish to make this gift

to Blue Origin, it cannot issue bonds to do so,” said Ellis.

“The District or the County need to appropriate the grant

from funds available to them. We cannot issue debt to give

a private company money.”

The case has been assigned to circuit judge Jeffrey

Mahl. He has set a hearing in the case for 9 a.m. on

May 23 at the Moore Justice Center in Viera.

The Clerk has retained bond counsel from the firm of

Bush Ross, P.A. in Tampa. He is represented by attorneys

J. Carter Andersen, Caitlyn Parsley and Harold Holder, as

well as the Clerk’s staff counsel, Rebecca Lober.

Local attorney Kepler Funk named
to top list for seventh straight year

Melbourne attorney Kepler Funk was recently named

to the National Trial Lawyers “Top 100 Attorneys” for the

seventh consecutive year.

The NTL represents premier trial lawyers from across

the nation who meet stringent qualifications as criminal

defense trial lawyers.

Additionally, Funk has achieved his 20th consecutive

year as a Florida Bar board–certified criminal attorney.

This is the highest recognition level of expertise by the

state of Florida for his specialty.

Funk and his practice partners, Keith Szachacz and

Alan Diamond, recently garnered national attention by

securing acquittals in a 13–count federal wire–fraud

indictment against Randall Patterson and Anthony

Livestock Inc. in Wichita, Kan.

Library to host financial program May 22
The Catherine Schweinsberg Rood Central Library &

Reference in Cocoa will present a program “on ways to

raise your credit score” at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 22.

This will be the second part of a three–part financial

series. The instruction and the materials are free of charge.

Refreshments will be served. The library’s address is

308 Forrest Ave. For more information about this commu-

nity event, call the library at 633–1792.
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Orchid Show and Sale scheduled at
the Kiwanis Island Park Gymnasium

The Platinum Coast Orchid Society will be holding its

56th annual Orchid Show and Sale on May 4, 5 and 6 at

the Kiwanis Island Park Gymnasium on Merritt Island.

Show hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,

and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

This year’s show is titled “Days of Wine and Orchids.”

The event will feature exhibits from local and interna-

tional commercial growers.

Individuals and local orchid societies may enter their

orchid plants to be judged and awarded ribbons by certified

American Orchid Society judges. There are scheduled

presentations Saturday on “all things related to orchids.”

Door prizes and raffle winnings are donated by the

orchid vendors and community sponsors. Platinum Coast

Orchid Society members and participating vendors will be

available for advice on the growing and caring of orchids in

Brevard County.

A portion of the proceeds from the show will benefit The

Candlelighters of Brevard Inc., which is dedicated to

providing emotional and financial support to children with

cancer.

For more information on this event, visit

www.PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org or call 525–7540.

There is a $1 discount coupon on the website.

Mother’s Day Dinner and Orchestra
Gala set for May 11 at Satellite High

The Satellite Instrumental Music Foundation will host

Satellite High School’s Mother’s Day Dinner and Orchestra

Gala on Friday, May 11. The 6 p.m. dinner will be served

in the Satellite High School Courtyard. The concert event

will take place at 7 p.m. in Satellite High Auditorium.

Tickets are $10 and include a “Tuscany Dinner” and

admission to the concert.

The event will also “recognize and honor Mr. Elliott,

Ms. Herr and Ms. Anderson on their upcoming retire-

ment.” Tickets can be purchased at the Satellite Beach

Recreation Center, Eventbrite and the Satellite High

School Music Department.

“The Satellite Instrumental Music Foundation would

like to thank the school, their families, and the entire

community for the incredible amount of support we receive

in raising funds for our music program,” said Jensee Lee,

president of the organization.

For additional information about the event, call Lee at

652–4913.

Relay for Life fundraising event at West Shore
Hundreds of people are expected to participate in the

American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life of South Brevard

from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. on May 5–6 at West Short Junior–

Senior High School in Melbourne. The Relay for Life

movement is the world’s largest peer–to–peer fundraising

event to save lives from cancer. West Shore’s team Tumor

Terrors is led by Kishen Mitra. The team has set a

fundraising goal of $15,000 in 2018. Melbourne Mayor

Kathy Meehan will be in attendance at the survivor

reception at 5 p.m.
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Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation
Continued from page 12

goal is to make sure the clients are able to stay in their

homes for as long as possible, because services in a long–

term care facility are expensive.”

The Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation provides Adult

Day Care for a fee of $1,500 a month. The services include

non–medical emergency transportation, such as taking

clients to a pharmacy or to a grocery store.

“Our core business is Adult Day Care,” said Tim

Timmermann, director of operations for the Brevard

Alzheimer’s Foundation. “The center is open from

7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. It’s like a drop–off service. What

differentiates us from other adult care facilities is we have

transportation to get the clients here. And it’s a never–

ending party for them at our centers. Their day is struc-

tured — breakfast at 9 o’clock, exercise at 10 o’clock, main

entertainment and so forth. The entertainment is provided

free of charge to the Foundation. We have some really

outstanding church choirs, for instance, that perform. We

have centers in Melbourne, Micco, and Titusville.”

Two years ago, the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation

was named one of the “most innovative” centers of its kind

in America by the National Adult Day Care Services

Association.

“They came in and looked at our operations, including

the niche software and technology that we use which

tracks what the clients are doing anytime throughout the

day,” said Timmermann, who wrote that software.

The Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation’s Adult Day Care

provides a coordinated program of “professional and

compassionate” services for adults in a community–based

group setting. The program is designed to provide social

and some health services to individuals who need super-

vised care in a safe place outside the home during the day.

“We also have a really strong education department,”

said Timmermann. “We actually train some of the home–

health aides who work in assisted–living facilities in the

region. We offer the National Certified Dementia Practitio-

ner program. This is a very important component for the

Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation.”

Another program the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation

offers is called “Respite for Elders Living in Everyday

Families,” or RELIEF. It’s offered through the Florida

Department of Elder Affairs. “That particular program is

100 percent for the caregiver,” said Miller.

The RELIEF initiative offers family members and loved

ones providing constant care for a frail elder and those

stricken with Alzheimer’s and related disorders, a much–

needed break, whether it’s shopping, a walk in the park or

a night out, she said.

“We bring in additional people to help out. It’s a paid

position that is subsidized through the state. We have a

core of volunteers who go to the homes of clients, at no cost

to them, and play checkers and other games. They are

there as companions. The RELIEF program is a godsend

to a lot of families, and it’s free of charge,” said Miller.

As an organization, Timmermann said the Brevard

Alzheimer’s Foundation is trying to help as many people as

it can. He said there are various options for families to pay

for the monthly Adult Day Care fee. The options include

state subsidies and the Medicaid program. “We are

working on VA assistance as well.”

But he added that these programs take time to “kick in”

and the actual finances begin to flow to the Foundation.

“So we need to do fundraising, and Heels & Wheels is one

of our bigger events. That particular program leads up to

our annual car raffle, which will be held the next day, on

Sunday, May 6,” he said. The drawing is set for 1 p.m. at

the American Muscle Car Museum. More than 2,000

people attended last year’s drawing.

This year’s car is a custom Petty’s Garage 2014 Dodge

Challenger SRT8, driven and signed by the “King” himself.

This is the 25th anniversary of the Brevard Alzheimer’s

Foundation car raffle. Tickets are $25 each, or 10 for $100

or 25 for $200. Raffle–ticket holders with a $100 ticket

purchase will be allowed to enter the museum. Partici-

pants will receive a complimentary barbeque lunch.

For more details on the raffle or to purchase tickets,

visit www.alzbbq.com, or call (866) 563–2582.

“The grants and the state and federal monies are

starting to contract a little bit, which puts more pressure

on the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation’s fundraising

events,” said Cusimano. “We’re hoping that Heels &

Wheels and the 25th car raffle will be big successes for the

organization. It’s a challenging dilemma the staff faces, in

trying to balance the finances while striving to serve the

entire community. And the team does a marvelous job at

doing that.”
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Humane Society seeks models who will
put their best ‘paw’ forward for charity

COCOA — Fashion is not always just about good

looks. Sometimes it can be used to spotlight important

causes. For the fourth consecutive year, the Brevard

Humane Society will host its annual “Paws on the

Catwalk” Fashion Show and the organization is enabling

community leaders an opportunity to walk the runway.

“The Brevard Humane Society is appealing to our

community to help assist us with our ‘Adopt. Don’t Shop’

lifesaving initiative,” said Theresa Clifton, executive

director of Brevard Humane Society. “We are not seeking

models with a specific ‘look,’ but rather those with caring

hearts. We know that true beauty comes from within

just as it does with the animals we love.”

The “Paws on the Catwalk” Fashion show, sponsored

by Omni Healthcare, will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

on Saturday, May 19, at the Melbourne Hilton Rialto

Place and will feature about 20 models wearing designs

from Tallulah 9 and Michael’s Men’s Store. Currently,

the Brevard Humane Society is seeking eight to 10

models of all ages, male and female, to star in the show

and become “the face of change.”

The Brevard Humane Society’s “high–energy fashion

show” will include lunch, live entertainment, local

vendors, a silent auction, and a runway contest. Plus, the

first 100 guests will receive “doggie bags” full of treats

and giveaways suitable for humans.

Admission to the event is $30 and tickets may be

purchased directly from any of the Brevard Humane

Society’s Molly Mutt Thrift Store locations, their

Adoption Centers on Merritt Island and in Cocoa, or

online at www.brevardhumanesociety.org/event/paws–

on–the–catwalk–2018.

To inquire and learn more about becoming a model

for the event, contact Diana at 636–3343, extension 218.

Melbourne Panhellenic’s Scholarship
Awards and Officer Installation Banquet

The Melbourne Alumnae Panhellenic Women will

host its annual Scholarship Awards and Officer Installa-

tion Banquet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 9, at Suntree

Country Club in Melbourne.

“Scholarships are a main focus for our organization.

Melbourne Panhellenic has awarded over $270,000 since

our first scholarship was awarded in 1960,” said Wendi

Nolder, committee chairwoman.

The recipients are Brevard County high school

graduates who are collegiate women attending a public

or private college or university in Florida.

The 2018 winners are: Hanna Noel Calley, Zeta Tau

Alpha, University of South Florida; Megan Gallagher,

Chi Omega, Florida Gulf Coast University; Emily

McConnell, Zeta Tau Alpha, Stetson University; Jennifer

Ryan, Alpha Omega Pi, University of Florida; Delaney

Bennett, Sigma Kappa, University of Florida; and

Trinity Angel Turinetti, Pi Beta Phi, University of

Florida.

To make reservations or for more information about

this event, visit www.melbournepanhellenic.org or call

412–3141.
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Space Coast Early Intervention Center
Continued from page 13

they can model the behavior. The

typically developing children learn

leadership skills, empathy, and caring by

helping their peers.”

She says Space Coast Early

Intervention’s “unique inclusion program

provides equal learning opportunities for

all children, regardless of their ability, to

ensure they receive the academic and

social skills needed to succeed in life.”

Clark’s career as an educator includes

years as a teacher in Brevard Public

Schools, where she championed inclusive

classrooms for children with disabilities.

She was also recognized with Teacher of

the Year awards at both the elementary

and middle–school levels.

Space Coast Early Intervention Center

touts an average 5–to–1 student–teacher

ratio in the classroom. “That is one of the

main reasons Space Coast Early Inter-

vention Center has been successful,” she

said. “The teachers provide personal

attention to each student. Our student–

to–teacher ratio has been as low as

4–to–1 and as high as 6–to–1. We offer

students a great learning atmosphere

designed for personal growth.”

Next school year Space Coast Early

Intervention Center will go through

second grade, as the school continues to

expand instruction.

“We have almost doubled the size of

our elementary school enrollment. We

had 12 students this year and next school

year we’ll be at 20 kids. Our kindergarten

classes are quickly filling up. But there is

still space available for first grade and

second grade,” she said.

Space Coast Early Intervention Center

is accepting registrations for its summer

camps and for fall enrollment.

“We offer a range of summer camps for

school–age children. The sessions are

divided into two weeks. Families can pick

and choose which two weeks work best for

them. The summer camps are themed

and include field trips. The camps are a

lot of fun and we stick to the inclusion

model. Most of the families of pre–school

age children at Space Coast Early

Intervention Center take advantage of the

summer camps,” said Clark.

The school recently received one of the

highest ratings from Florida’s Early

Learning Performance Funding Program.

“They come in and access your staff,

make observations, and then scale them

on an assessment tool called CLASS,”

said Dr. Perez.

“They average the scores and rank the

school on a five–tier system. This was our

first year in the program and we ranked

as a Tier 4. We’re proud of that ranking.”

The project is designed to reward

educational providers for achieving or

maintaining a high level of quality as

indicated by the Classroom Scoring

Assessment System, or CLASS.

“With our ranking, we qualified for the

state’s pay–for–performance funding,

which benefited our teachers,” said Clark.

“Very few schools qualified at the level we

did. And this being our first year in the

program, we were really excited.”

She added, “Our teachers have all

received 20 hours of additional training.

And now they are undergoing training for

High Scope assessments, which is our

curriculum for the preschool. So our

teachers have received a lot of valuable

and incredible training this school year,

and it covers typically developing

children, too.”

Research conducted by the University

of Florida’s Lastinger Center indicated a

number of benefits to participants in the

project, such as “improved teacher

knowledge, implementation of effective

teaching practices, improved teacher–

child interactions, and an improved

classroom climate — all leading to a

higher standard of care for children.”

Space Coast Early Intervention Center

offers programs that include brain–

training exercises for people of all ages,

including adults. The school’s “Processing

and Cognitive Enhancement” braining–

training program is open to the public.

“As part of their tuition, all of our

kindergarteners, first–graders and

second–graders receive 40 hours of one–

on–one brain–training during the school

year. PACE is the name of the core

program,” said Clark.

This type of training is not only

beneficial to youngsters, but also to older

people.

Brain–training exercises result in

slower mental decline for older people,

according to a study published in “The

Lancet,” a weekly peer–reviewed general

medical journal.

A comprehensive program providing

older people at risk of dementia with

healthy eating guidance, exercise, brain–

training, and management of metabolic

and vascular risk factors appears to slow

down cognitive decline, according to the

first randomized controlled trial of its

kind, published in “The Lancet.”

In the Finnish “Geriatric Intervention

Study to Prevent Cognitive Impairment

and Disability” study, researchers

assessed the effects on brain function of a

comprehensive intervention aimed at

addressing some of the most important

risk factors for age–related dementia,

such as high body–mass index and heart

health.

More than 1,260 people from across

Finland, aged 60–77, were included in the

study, with half randomly allocated to the

intervention group, and half allocated to a

control group, who received regular health

advice only. All of the study participants

were deemed to be at–risk of dementia,

based on standardized test scores.

After two years, study participants’

mental function was scored using a

standard test, the “Neuropsychological

Test Battery,” where a higher score

corresponds to better mental functioning.

Overall test scores in the intervention

group were 25 percent higher than in the

control group. For some parts of the test,

the difference between groups was even

more striking — for executive functioning

(the brain’s ability to organize and

regulate thought processes) scores were

83 percent higher in the intervention

group and processing was 150 percent

higher.

“We have trained across the adult age

ranges,” said Clark. “The training is

incredibly challenging and you leave

feeling your brain is functioning better. If

you want to keep your wits as you get

older, brain–training is the way to do it, I

believe.”
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Space Coast Machinist Apprenticeship Program

Offering Certification

Manufacturing companies - place your

machinists in a state approved apprenticeship

program to receive journeyman certification

in machining from the State of Florida.

Program provides classroom and lab work

taught by working professional machinists

in conjunction with on-the-job training by

the company. Very low cost for companies.

No cost for students.

Enroll today as a student or a participating company.

Call 321-254-8278 for details

Grow with Manufacturing  in Brevard!

Melbourne Office: 723-1400
Indialantic Office: 724-2300
Relocation: 725-1500

Palm Bay Office: 725-8120
Viera Office: 259-2993
Commercial: 723-3664

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
Serving Brevard Since 1965
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Presents
The 16th Annual

BIMDA MEDICAL EXPO AND CME CONFERENCE

www.Bimda.com 

This event is open for physicians, ARNP, PA-C, and medical staff.

HILTON Melbourne Rialto Place
200 Rialto Place
Melbourne, FL 32901
321-768-0200Melbourne Rialto Place

SATURDAY, MAY AM TO PM

CME accreditation for physicians provided courtesy of Holmes Regional Medical Center CME Committee
in accordance with Florida Medical Association guidelines. Details TBA.

PLATINUM SPONSORGOLD SPONSOR GOLD SPONSOR

DR. SHARAD VYAS, MD 
Membership Director

DR. ARAVIND KUMAR, MD
Internist

CME Committee

DR. MAHESH M. SONI, MD
CME Chair

DR. SUBHASH REGE, MDS
Treasurer

DR. N. RAO KOPURI, BDS, MS
Operations Chair

321-728-9999

DR. RAJASRI
KRISHNAMURTHY, MD

Internist
Vice President

DR. ABDUL KARIM, MD
Cardiologist

Sponsorship Committee

DR. DINESH PATEL, MD
Cardiologist

Secretary

DR. KALPANA GORTHI, MD
Internist

Joint Secretary

DR. AMIT SHARMA, MD
Cardiologist

CME Co-Chair

DR. ASHOK C. SHAH, MD
Internist, Sponsorship Chair

321-268-2005

GLAD KURIAN
Hon. Executive Director

321-952-0853

DR. BIJU MATHEWS, MD
Cardiologist

Sponsorship Committee

DR. PAVAN KANCHARLA, MD
Medical Oncologist

President
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Michael Bross
Continued from page 1

won’t make it as a society.”

Bross, whose practice is based in

West Melbourne with offices on Merritt

Island and in Titusville, renovated a

facility and landscaped the grounds of a

local property he owns and it is now

being used to provide housing for eight

to 10 men in recovery.

“A Step Up,” a 501(c)(3) organization,

is run by one of the paralegals at

Michael Bross & Bryan Savy, PLLC. The

residents staying at the facility pay rent

on a weekly basis.

“It’s a clean environment, free of

drugs and alcohol,” said Bross. “The

people who stay there maintain the

building and maintain the grounds.

Everything seems to be working effec-

tively. It’s not a halfway house. It’s a

facility for individuals to recuperate.”

He continued, “We provide them with

transportation to Narcotics Anonymous

meetings and to other places where they

get constant re–energization of the

concepts they have to abide by in the

12–step program to make sure they stay

off drugs, have a fruitful life and filter

back into society. When they get enough

money and re–establish themselves in

society, they move on to find a place to

live.”

Bross said he first opened the facility

to recovering women, under the organi-

zation “Vision of Hope,” offering them

housing free of rental charge while they

were undergoing drug therapy and

treatment.

“I wanted to save women from opioid

addiction and death. I wanted to get

them back to their families, back to

raising their children, back into the

workforce and re–establish themselves

in life. Some of the women may have

been involved in accidents and were

injured and were prescribed oxycodone,

which is a synthetic heroin. Some people

can’t seem to get off it. But after seven

months, Vision of Hope did not work. We

learned from that experience.”

Bross says people who are dedicated

to their community, individuals who

listen to the issues and problems of those

who need help, and work together can

make a difference. The African proverb

“it takes a village to raise a child” has

been widely quoted. “And it’s still true

today,” he said.

The proverb means it takes an entire

community of different people to effect

change.

“I’m not suggesting I’m doing some-

thing extraordinary. I’m doing what I

think is right for me to help other people.

If everybody gets together as a village

and helps each other, not only children,

then society is going to benefit. We need

individuals to help our society.”

As we get older in life, we learn many

different things, said Bross.

“One of them is we need to give more

to others and help people. The better gift

in life is helping others as opposed to

accumulating more physical assets.

There are only so many cars we can

drive, only so many houses we can live

in, and so forth. Bruce Lee (considered

one of the most influential martial

artists of all time) once said, ‘The key to

immorality is first living a life worth

remembering,’ because everything we

have is a lease — we can’t take it with

us.”

Not having life goals can lead some

people down a wandering path that ends

up in a bad place, said Bross. “If we

taught everybody to set long–range

goals, five–year goals, to truly find their

passion of what they want to be, to aid

and assist them in getting there, I think

society would be much better off. It’s

about the passion. It’s more likely they

will be so consumed with finding the

appropriate methodology to get to that

goal and becoming what they want to be,

that they will not be committing crimes,

which prevents them from getting to any

goal at all.”

He added, “But some people do not

grow up with fathers and mothers. They

grow up with grandmothers and are not

necessarily taught to set goals and fight

for a passion. You have to fight for your

passion.”

Bross’ passion has been practicing

law and he uses a hard–hitting defense

strategy in the courtroom. He’s a

dynamic, well–read individual who can

quote philosophers, essayists and poets

with ease, from Aristotle to Henry David

Thoreau to Edgar Allen Poe. And he

loves what he’s doing in life. “If you are

going to do something in life, do it now,

pursue it.”

About two years ago, Michael Bross

and his wife, Sheri Bross, traveled to

Ireland. While in Ireland, “Sheri found

she could not walk and was experiencing

severe pain in her pelvic area,” he said.

Arriving back in the United States,

Sheri immediately saw an orthopedic

surgeon and underwent various tests.

She was “diagnosed with non–

Hodgkin lymphoma,” a cancer that

starts in white blood cells called “lym-

phocytes,” which are part of the body’s

immune system. Jackie Kennedy battled

this disease.

There are two types of lymphoma and

they are treated differently. “In Sheri’s

case, it was non–Hodgkin lymphoma —

large B–cell aggressive CD 20,” he said.

Michael Bross said his wife “under-

went tremendous amounts of chemo-

therapy. She lost her hair, eyebrows and

eyelashes. And, at the time, she was

taking a medication that I am adversely

against, wondering why mankind made

oxycodone.”

Sheri, a Realtor with RE/MAX Elite

in Indialantic, has recovered from her

cancer treatment.

Each day, 115 Americans die because

of an opioid overdose — that’s one person

every 12.5 minutes, according to a new

report by the U.S. Surgeon General.

The opioid crisis has gotten so bad

that the Surgeon General recently

“urged” more Americans to carry “a

lifesaving medication” that can reverse

the effects of an opioid overdose.

The medication, naloxone, is already

carried by many first responders, such as

emergency medical technicians and

police officers.

The Surgeon General is now recom-

mending that more individuals, includ-

ing family, friends and those who are

personally at risk for an opioid overdose,

also keep the drug on hand.

“We are in a battle and it’s a battle

the government can’t win by itself. We

can’t rely on the government to help

people. We have go back to the ‘people–

helping–people’ concept,” said Bross.

Bross grew up in a family of attor-

neys. His father, Jerry Bross, was the

County Solicitor for Brevard decades

ago. The position was like a state

attorney. But Jerry Bross only handled

cases in Brevard. Phil Archer, who today

is the elected state attorney for the

18th Judicial Circuit for Florida,

oversees cases in both Brevard and

Seminole counties.

Later, Jerry Bross formed the firm

Bross, Trachtman, Henderson &

Childress. That practice grew to include

16 attorneys at eight offices. Michael

Bross worked for the firm for a short

time before starting his own practice.

“As a result of going on my own, I

realized what I loved to do in this

profession — practice criminal law. Each

case I handle is uniquely different,

bizarre. You can’t imagine the differ-

ences in each case and the people I help

out. The cases are like Edgar Allan Poe’s

short stories. I get involved in someone’s

life for a brief period of time. I alter, I

change, I fix, I amend, and I make their

life better most of the time; nothing’s

perfect. Like the Edgar Allen Poe stories,

I end quickly and move on to the next

case.”

Bross represents clients all over the

state, including in Miami, Tampa, Fort

Pierce, Vero Beach, Orlando, Daytona,

Deland and other areas.

“I do that because it validates to me

that I know what I’m doing, and I can

win in any environment, or give some-

body a hard–enough time that they wish

I had not come there.”

Early in his career, Bross said his

firm did a lot of advertising. This was

long before Orlando–area law practices

began investing big bucks in television

advertising. Bross’ chosen advertising

platform was the Yellow Pages. He said

he spent $10,000 a month advertising

his services.

Jerry Bross used the Yellow Pages,

too, as an advertising vehicle when he

was practicing law.

Michael Bross said he stopped

advertising his firm four or five years

ago. “I am not suggesting that advertis-

ing is not a good way to demonstrate to

people that you have the ability to

handle matters. But after 31 years, I

really don’t need to advertise. People

come to me, hopefully, because my

reputation is good and I continue to

function to the best of my ability and

zealously represent my clients.”

He added, “I love waking up in the

morning and going to court and helping

individuals in fighting to reduce the

charges, or the crimes or the penalties,

in an effort to absolutely make the state

prove each and every allegation beyond a

reasonable doubt.”

Bross says he has no plans to retire

from practicing criminal law. He says it

would be “detrimental, meaning that I

would not exist as well. I would be bored,

for sure. I don’t want to retire from this

‘vacation.’ That’s how I view my work.

How can you walk away from a vocation

you’re enjoying? I might slow down

some, but not retire. I want to die on the

courtroom floor after hearing the last

words of the jury foreman — ‘not guilty.’

That’s how I want to go out.”




