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By Ken Datzman

Kepler Funk and Alan Diamond have an odd footnote

in NASA’s space–shuttle history.

And neither are they aerospace engineers, nor have

they ever had anything to do with the space program.

As criminal trial attorneys in Melbourne, they cut a

new legal path 15 years ago when they successfully

defended Billy T. Thornton, who was a quality–assurance

specialist at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center and had

contractor–inspection oversight for space–shuttle

Discovery.

The U.S. government accused Thornton of falsifying

documentation of critical parts on Discovery, between

October 2002 and May 2003. Discovery was scheduled to

be the first shuttle sent back into space following the

Columbia accident of Feb. 1, 2003.

He pleaded not guilty in one of the most unusual and

one of the most interesting federal cases, which eventu-

ally took Funk and Diamond actually inside the space

shuttle Discovery at the Vehicle Assembly Building at

Kennedy Space Center. They broke new ground in the

legal profession as they defended their client.

A 15–year NASA veteran, Thornton faced 166 felony

counts of fraud by the U.S. government. He was fired by

NASA in September 2003.

This is the only case in American legal history where

there’s been a prosecution of “fraud involving space

shuttle parts,” said Funk, adding, “We interviewed

Mr. Thornton and we knew from the first hour of talking

to him that we believed he was not only not guilty, but he

was also innocent. There is a difference.”

Innocent means that you did not commit the crime.

Not guilty means that there was not sufficient evidence to

determine that you did commit the crime.

“When we talked to him, we could see the passion and

devotion he had not only for his job, but also for his

country. He had a wife and a child and was a soccer

referee,” said Funk, who along with Keith Szachacz and

Funk, Szachacz & Diamond cut wide path as trial lawyers, unique cases

Criminal trial attorneys Keith Szachacz, left, Kepler Funk, center, and Alan Diamond have represented clients in a number of high–profile cases locally and around the nation, winning a string of victories.
They have traveled to far–off places to secure witnesses for cases, including to Brazil, Germany, and Switzerland. While defending clients, they’ve gained knowledge about the livestock industry, the space
shuttle and other interesting areas of commerce. Their law practice — Funk, Szachacz & Diamond — is in Melbourne.
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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By Misty Stoller
mediarelations@silverairways.com
Silver Airways

FORT LAUDERDALE — Silver

Airways, a leading independent regional

airline, recently announced the history–

making milestone appointment of Cindy

Guay as the first female captain to fly the

ATR–600 series aircraft in the United

States, including both the ATR 42–600

and ATR 72–600.

In addition, Guay is now flying

alongside Silver Airways’ first all–female

flight crew, including First Officer Susan

Sugar, and flight Attendants Rachel

Peacock and Flavia Fabiano, all based in

Orlando.

“This is not only a momentous mile-

stone for Silver Airways, but for all women

in aviation,” said Silver Airways CEO

Steve Rossum. “All of these women are

truly talented hardworking professionals

who have overcome many obstacles in

pursuit of their passion for flying and are

exemplary role models for all women

interested in pursuing a career in avia-

tion.”

Guay joined Silver Airways three years

ago as a first officer flying the airline’s

Saab 340s and quickly advanced her

career to become a Saab 340 captain in

just shy of two years. She began

transitioning to the ATR fleet last fall and

in February became the first female

captain to operate the ATR in America.

She said she “thoroughly enjoys flying

the new ATRs,” which feature the latest in

technology. Guay began her career in

aviation as a flight attendant where she

was immediately drawn to flying and

knew she wanted to become a pilot.

After earning her pilot’s license, she

went on to become a flight instructor for

four years before joining Silver Airways. “I

love flying for Silver in particular because

we are a family,” said Guay. “While

juggling a family and flying is challenging,

Silver’s schedules give me the opportunity

to pursue my passion for flying and be

with my family.”

In her spare time, Guay enjoys taking

care of her kids and family. Her advice for

women: “If you enjoy what you do, it’s not

a job. You may have to sacrifice to achieve

your goals, but if you stick with it, you can

do anything.”

Sugar began her career more than 10

years ago as a flight attendant. “After

sitting in the cockpit for take–off and

landing, I was immediately hooked and

knew I wanted to fly,” said Sugar.

After earning her pilot’s license, she

started flying with American Eagle. Sadly,

it was two weeks after the tragedy of 9/11

and she was furloughed. She then went on

to a real–estate career while flying sky–

diving planes. Then, while on vacation a

year ago and watching small planes

landing in St. Thomas, she knew she

needed to fly commercially again. Shortly

thereafter she joined Silver Airways.

While it’s been the “hardest thing she’s

ever done,” she’s glad she did it.

“Now I’m fulfilled,” she says. When not

flying, Sugar enjoys working out, cooking

and eating, traveling and spending time

with friends. Her advice for women:

“Follow your dreams and you can do it.”

Flight Attendant Rachel Peacock “loves

flying for Silver because they’re my

family,” says the Alabama native who

joined Silver Airways four years ago.

Peacock first flew Silver Airways as a

passenger and she was instantly drawn to

the airline. Not knowing what the future

held, but always wanting to live in

Orlando, Peacock hit the road to follow her

passion for flying for Silver. Always a

nurturer who took care of people, Peacock

says “Silver is not a job for me. There’s not

a single day that I wake up and don’t want

to fly. I absolutely love my Silver family

and taking care of my passengers.”

In her spare time, Peacock takes care of

herself by exercising, walking and

spending time with her family. Her advice

for women: “There is nothing you can’t

accomplish if you jump in with no fear.”

Flavia Fabiano has been “crazy about

aviation” since she was a young child

when she played with aircraft models. She

achieved her dream of becoming a flight

attendant when she joined Silver Airways

five years ago. Fabiano says she’s here

today “because of my son who helped and

encouraged me to pursue my passion for

flying. I enjoy working with the public and

helping others, and as a flight attendant I

can give back to others. And it gives me

the opportunity to be on an aircraft and in

the sky, and that’s where I’m happiest.”

Her advice for women: “If you have a

passion, pursue your dreams. It’s not

always an easy road, but through willing-

ness, you can realize your dreams.”

To learn more about a career in flying

with Silver Airways, visit the airline’s

Pilot Recruitment & Emerging Aviators

Program and Career Opportunities at

SilverAirways.com.

Silver Airways operates the most

routes within Florida and between Florida

and the Bahamas from its hubs in Fort

Lauderdale, Orlando and Tampa, and also

flies seasonally between Boston and Bar

Harbor, Maine.

Silver Airways pilot becomes first female captain to fly ATR–600 Series in U.S., leads first all–female flight crew

John Malatino, Jennifer Malatino and Fiona Walker
are new team members at Raymond James in Viera

VIERA — Industry veteran John

Malatino recently joined Raymond James

& Associates in Viera. The office’s address

is 5464 Village Drive.

The announcement was made by

Raymond James’ Brent Peoples, senior

vice president, investments, and local

branch manager.

“I am pleased to welcome John

Malatino and his team to the Raymond

James family,” said Peoples. “Adding John

is another indicator that we’re attracting

some of the very best in the industry to

Raymond James and is further proof of

the firm’s commitment to client service.”

Malatino is a senior vice president,

Wealth Management, at Raymond James.

He has more than 21 years’ experience

specializing in helping clients address

their financial concerns and develop

strategies by focusing on each individual’s

specific needs.

“With extensive experience throughout

major shifts in the markets, I have

dedicated my career to delivering the

personalized investment planning process

my clients deserve, and Raymond James

will help me continue to provide outstand-

ing service,” said Malatino.

Joining Malatino at Raymond James

are his team members Fiona Walker, a

registered client–service associate, and

Jennifer Malatino, a marketing associate.

In 1993, John Malatino began his

career as a business analyst with

Wachovia Bank in Winston–Salem, N.C.,

where he developed his fundamental

understanding of corporate and business

banking.

He later joined Wachovia Investments

in 1998 as an investment consultant, a

predecessor firm of Wells Fargo Advisors,

on Merritt Island.

He grew up in Springfield, Va., a

suburb of Washington D.C. He has a

degree in finance and management from

Virginia Tech’s Pamplin School of

Business.
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necessities required to pull a car out of the snow. We found

a board and a broken ratchet strap. Everything we tried

produced the same result: wheels spinning in the snow.

The temperature dropped into the 20s before the snow

began falling. The sky darkened into dusk.

The rental car stayed stuck about an hour.

And the reality sank in: This is serious. It’s that

moment when the father driving the RV realizes he took

the wrong turn in a national forest and is hopelessly lost.

It’s the couple in New York City for the first time who find

themselves after dark in the wrong part of town.

I’m not suggesting we were all about to die — just that

the possibility seemed real. And when that happens, you

become acutely aware of your mortality.

And when that happens, your acute awareness of your

mere mortality can’t help but morph into wonder: What

just happened?

Maybe it was just dumb luck. If we were unlucky to get

stuck, it just might be luck that we became unstuck.

Or it might have been something else. I am not

religious, but you can’t experience something like this

without feeling something miraculous just happened. My

mind went not immediately to God, but to my deceased

brother John.

I wasn’t alone. As we were driving back to Belle

Fourche, three deer appeared on the side of the road, ran

alongside us for a bit and then disappeared. My cousin

evoked the spirits of the dead — my brother, father and

grandmother.

“That was John, your dad and Dolly,” he said.

This was not a moment of religious conversion for me,

but it made me wonder why I felt as a non–believer

something akin to divine intervention.

I found something of an explanation in a book by a

religion scholar who wrote God: A Human History: We are

hardwired as a species to believe that there is something

bigger and more everlasting than ourselves.

“Belief in the soul as separate from the body is univer-

sal,” Reza Aslan writes. “It is our first belief, far older than

our belief in God. It is the belief that begat God.”

The problem is we are also hardwired to impose human

characteristics on the Almighty. Our own self–

centeredness creates a God totally fascinated by our puny

lives.

“Whether we are aware of it or not, and regardless if we

are believers or not, what the vast majority of us think

about when we think about God is a divine version of

ourselves,” Aslan writes.

But Aslan offers another theory of why we evoke God at

times such as this. He contends that God and the world are

not separate, but the same. Everything that exists

embodies God — including ourselves.

“Consider the possibility that the entire reason we have

a cognitive impulse to think of God as a divine reflection of

our selves is because we are, every one of us, God,” he

writes. “Perhaps rather than concerning ourselves with

trying to form a relationship with God, we should instead

become fully aware of the relationship that already exists.”

What he suggests is that God at work doesn’t come

from above but from within.

I can’t believe what happened out there in the snow was

proof of an all–knowing, all–seeing, interventionist God.

But I also can’t believe that nothing happened. Something

inexplicable, maybe miraculous, possibly spiritual,

happened.

Much time has passed since that night. But the feeling

hasn’t left me. Like the trees trimmed in white, I wit-

nessed something wondrous.

Maybe it was dumb luck, or maybe it was something else, like divine intervention
By Jeff Kunerth
UCF Forum columnist
University of Central Florida

My youngest brother, John, died this winter in South

Dakota. The night before the funeral there was a freezing

fog that frosted the trees in Belle Fourche with a crystal-

line white glaze: every branch of every tree etched in white.

I’ve never seen such beauty at such a time of sorrow.

It took six of us — my other brother, my son, a cousin,

John’s daughter, her boyfriend and me — to get everything

done in the short time before the funeral. We emptied out

his apartment. We sold his car. We made arrangements

with the funeral director. We met with the lawyer. We took

care of his finances at the bank. We even retrieved the

credit card I left at the steakhouse.

Everything seemed to fall into place. We had only one

thing left to do before heading to Rapid City and the

airport: return a 40–year–old pickup truck to its final

resting place at our family ranch in Wyoming.

Maybe because everything had gone so well, we didn’t

think to check the weather.

My brother and son drove the airport rental car, while

my cousin and I followed in the pickup. The ranch is about

20 miles from Belle Fourche, the last five on a road that

isn’t really a road at all — just tire tracks and ruts. As we

approached the ranch, the rental car got stuck in the snow

that had drifted over the ruts in the road.

The pickup bed was bare of shovels, chains or the other

Talent Forum set for March 16–17, designed to recruit graduates from top schools
Talent Forum will be held March 16–17 at the Hyatt Regency Orlando. It is an event hosted by the Florida High Tech

Corridor Council and CareerSource Central Florida designed to help recruit graduates from the nation’s top schools.

The Forum maximizes time and investment in campus recruiting by convening career center professionals from 50

nationally recognized institutions in one place to meet with hiring managers from local high–tech companies. Confirmed

attendees include UCF, University of South Florida, University of Florida, Harvard, Virginia Tech, Clemson and more.

The event will also feature guest speakers who will share best practices for employee recruitment and retention.

More information is available at www.corridortalentforum.com or by contacting EDC consultant Vicki Northrup at

vnorthrup@brighthouse.com.

Council of American Master Mariners to host annual conference at the Radisson Resort
The Council of American Master Mariners has announced it will bring its 2020 annual General Meeting and Profes-

sional Development Conference to Port Canaveral. The conference will be held May 6–8 at the Radisson Resort at the

Port. The theme for this year’s conference is “Applying Tomorrow’s Technology in Today’s Maritime Industry.”

Speakers and panel discussions are planned for topics covering current industry innovations and trends including

autonomous shipping, LNG fueled ships, maritime operations in support of space flight, and sustainability in shipping for

the next decade.

Olivier Cadet, president of Kongsberg Maritime Inc. and senior vice president, global operations Americas, will be

featured on the autonomous shipping panel.

Carleen Lyden Walker, chief evolution officer at SHIPPINGInsight, will be presenting on sustainability in shipping.

The Council of American Master Mariners is a national professional organization of active and retired captains, ship

officers, pilots, and maritime industry leaders working for the betterment of the American Merchant Marine. For

information on membership, attending the annual conference or any other inquiries, visit mastermariner.org. or send an

email to captaschemeyer@mastermariner.org.

Our Lady of Grace to host Health and Wellness Fair
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Palm Bay will be hosting its 10th annual Health and Wellness Fair from

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thursday, March 19. Our Lady of Grace is located at 300 Malabar Road. Health screenings, health

care and healthy living information will be available from a variety of local companies. All attendees will be eligible to

win door prizes. Admission and parking are free. The public is invited to attend.

Jeff Kunerth is a faculty member in UCF’s Nicholson
School of Communication and Media. He can be
reached at Jeff.Kunerth@UCF.edu.
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File photo

Timothy Michaud

‘Based upon my investigation as a
criminal investigator with the
Craven County Sheriff's Depart-
ment there is probable cause to
arrest Timothy Michaud for sexual
assault on R(xxxx) Michaud.’

John Whitfield
May 7, 2010

Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘Loyalty is everything to me!!!’

Sheriff Robert Wayne Ivey
to Dana Delaney Loyd

at 5:19 p.m., April 29, 2015

Brevard County Sheriff's Office photo

‘I need to report suspected abuse.’

Dana Delaney Loyd
aka Theresa Smith

to Florida Abuse Hotline
at 11:12 a.m., April 29, 2015

IS THE EIGHTEENTH CIRCUIT SHROUDING A PEDOPHILE?
BBN NOTE: John M. Stewart — a partner at Rossway Swan — is president of the 107,000 member The Florida Bar.
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976 BREVARD AVE
ROCKLEDGE,  FL  32955

Current Principal  Place of Business:

Current Mailing Address:
976 BREVARD AVE
ROCKLEDGE,  FL  32955  

Entity Name: THE COCOA BEACH AREA HOTEL AND MOTEL ASSOCIATION, 
INC.

DOCUMENT# N36299

FEI Number: 59-3048626 Certificate of Status Desired:
Name and Address of Current Registered Agent:
MICHAUD, TIMOTHY
1300 N ATLANTIC AVE
COCOA BEACH, FL  32931  US

The above named entity submits this statement for the purpose of changing its registered office or registered agent, or both, in the State of Florida.

SIGNATURE:
Electronic Signature of Registered Agent Date

Officer/Director Detail :

I hereby certify that the information indicated on this report or supplemental report is true and accurate and that my electronic signature shall have the same legal effect as if made under 
oath; that I am an officer or director of the corporation or the receiver or trustee empowered to execute this report as required by Chapter 617, Florida Statutes; and that my name appears 
above, or on an attachment with all other like empowered.

SIGNATURE:
Electronic Signature of Signing Officer/Director Detail Date

TIMOTHY MICHAUD

FILED
Feb 07, 2019

Secretary of State
0275169506CC

TOM WILLIAMSON DIRECTOR 02/07/2019

2019 FLORIDA NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION ANNUAL REPORT

No

02/07/2019

Title S

Name NORONHA, DENZIL

Address 5575 N ATLANTIC AVE   

City-State-Zip: COCOA BEACH  FL  32931

Title DP

Name WILLIAMSON, TOM

Address 3425 N ATLANTIC AVENUE   

City-State-Zip: COCOA BEACH  FL  32931

Title T

Name GALZERANO, CRISTY

Address 2080 N ATLANTIC AVE   

City-State-Zip: COCOA BEACH  FL  32931

 From: Tom Hermansen [mailto:tomh@oceanpartnerscb.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2016 9:37 PM 
To: Brevard Business News 
Subject: Re: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST (TIM MICHAUD) 
 
 
Bill 
 
I prefer direct speak.  What are you saying with this email? 
 
 
Tom C. Hermansen 
President | Ocean Partners Hospitality, LLLP 
3425 N. Atlantic Avenue | Cocoa Beach, 
FL | MOB. 941.587.2808 | Email: TomH@OceanPartnersCB.com  
 
On Mar 17, 2016, at 14:32, Brevard Business News 
<BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net> wrote: 

March 17, 2016 — Thursday 
Dear Ms. Narmore and Mr. Garvey, 
Brevard Business News would like to thank you for your prompt reply to our 
March 9, 2017, Public Records Request. 
Bill Roth 
Brevard Business News 
  

 
From: Narmore, Candace L [mailto:Candace.Narmore@brevardcounty.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:35 AM 
To: BrevardBusinessNews@earthlink.net 
Cc: stockon.whitten@brevardcounty.us; Valdengo, Venetta; Garvey, Eric; 
Abbate, Frank B; Cummings, Cathleen 
Subject: RE: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST (TIM MICHAUD) 
  
Hello Mr. Roth, 
  
I have attached the information you requested regarding the appointment of 
Tim Michaud to the Tourist Development Council Marketing Committee.  Please 
let me know if you have any questions regarding the attachments. 
  
Thank you, 
Candace  
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Franco Ripple
franco.ripple@freshfromflorida.com
Office of Commissioner Fried

TALLAHASSEE — Agriculture

Commissioner Nicole “Nikki” Fried has

announced the launch of the new Florida

Advisory Council on Climate & Energy

(FACCE).

This committee of energy and climate

professionals will advise the Commissioner

and the Office of Energy in the Florida

Department of Agriculture and Consumer

Services on modernizing energy and

climate policies, diversifying energy

sources, increasing energy efficiency, and

creating solutions for Florida’s energy and

climate future.

“Florida faces the nation’s greatest risk

of extreme heat and flooding, increasingly

frequent and devastating hurricanes, and

destabilizing weather reshaping our lands,

waters, farms, and cities. I believe we can

best address these issues by bringing all

stakeholders to the conversation,” said

Fried.

“I’m proud to convene this diverse group

of experts that will explore innovative

solutions to one of the greatest challenges

of our generation. From academic institu-

tions to consumer advocates and environ-

mental organizations to utilities, everyone

has a seat at our table, and a stake in the

fight against the climate crisis.”

Fried first announced the creation of

FACCE in October during the

department’s Florida Energy & Climate

Summit in Tampa. The 26–member

committee will advise on a broad range of

energy industry issues like energy conser-

vation, renewable energy, climate change,

sea–level rise, and alternative vehicle

technologies, as well as perspective on the

findings of the FDACS Florida Energy and

Climate Plan.

“Sierra Club is glad to see that Commis-

sioner Fried is convening the Florida

Advisory Council on Climate and Energy,”

said Susannah Randolph, senior campaign

representative for Sierra Club’s Beyond

Coal Campaign in Florida. “We must make

sure that a variety of perspectives are

included, especially those most impacted as

we address the future of energy for our

state and the growing urgency of climate

change.”

“As the largest energy provider in the

state and a global leader in clean energy,

we believe in the importance of planning

for the future,” said Mark Bubriski,

director of state regulatory relations for

NextEra Energy, the parent company of

Florida Power & Light (FPL) and Gulf

Power. “FPL has long been a champion of

looking to the horizon and making long–

term investments — it’s why we’re able to

deliver power today that’s among the

cleanest and most reliable in the country

for a price that’s more than 30 percent

below the national average. It’s also why

we’re adding more than 30 million solar

panels by 2030 and continuing to

strengthen one of the nation’s smartest,

most storm–resilient energy grids. We can

never stop preparing for tomorrow, and the

FACCE committee will provide an

important forum to bring stakeholders

together for constructive discussions about

Florida’s future.”

“The American Association of Blacks in

Energy Florida Chapter appreciates the

opportunity for one of our members,

Berdell Knowles, to serve on the Florida

Advisory Council on Energy & Climate.

Knowles plans to provide deliberative

input as the FDACS Office of Energy

continues its quest in shaping Florida’s

energy and climate policy,” said Kathy

Judkins, Florida chapter president of the

American Association of Blacks in Energy.

The membership of the Florida

Advisory Council on Climate & Energy

includes:

l Florida Energy Systems Consortium

Dr. David Norton, director of Florida

Energy Systems Consortium and Vice

President of Research, University of

Florida

l Community Colleges

Dr. Amy Albee–Levine, dean of

workplace development, Lake Sumter

Community College

l Florida City or County

Janet Long, Commissioner, Pinellas

County Board of County Commissioners;

Megan Houston, director, Palm Beach

County Office of Resilience

l Clean Cities Coalition

Doug Kettles, director, Central Florida

Clean Cities Coalition

l Workforce Development

Luis Nieves–Ruiz, economic develop-

ment manager, East Central Florida

Regional Planning Council

l Consumer Advocate

Frank Stewart, manager, FLFM

Stewart & Company

l Business/Economic Development

Steve Chriss, director of energy services,

Walmart

l Rural

Matt Surrency, mayor, City of

Hawthorne

l Agriculture

Andrew Sauber, director of corporate

sustainability, Florida Crystals

l Environmental Community

Emily Gorman, Sierra Club organizing

representative and Miami Climate Alliance

Steering Committee chairwoman;

Temperince Morgan, executive director,

The Nature Conservancy in Florida; and

Susannah Randolph, senior campaign

representative, Sierra Club Beyond Coal

Campaign

l Investor Owned Utility

Mark Bubriski, director of state

regulatory relations, NextEra Energy

l Municipal Utility

Lus Avilles, vice president of customer

service, Orlando Utilities Commission

l Co–operative Utility

Tony Guillen, director of engineering

and operations, Talquin Electric

l Water Management

Keith Rizzaedi, special counsel, St.

Thomas University School of Law

l Youth Climate

Morgan Higman, doctoral candidate,

Florida State University

l Green Building

Dr. Jennifer Languell, president,

Trifecta Construction Solutions; Jeremy

Susac, vice president of government affairs,

Lennar

l Regional Planning Council

Patricia “Pat” Steed, executive director,

Central Florida Regional Planning Council;

Sean Sullivan, executive director, Tampa

Bay Regional Planning Council

l Natural Gas

William Blake, director alternative

fuels, Tampa Electric Co.

l Renewable Natural Gas

Anddrikk Frazer, president and CEO,

Integral Energy

l Energy Affordability

Berdell Knowles, task force leader,

American Association of Blacks in Energy,

Florida Chapter

l Renewable Energy

Jennifer Szaro, vice president, Smart

Electric Power Alliance

Florida Advisory Council on Climate & Energy launched by Commissioner Fried; to address key issues

Book club to meet March 12 at Palm Bay Library
The I Read Romance Book Club will meet at 3 p.m. on Thursday, March 12, at the

Palm Bay Library. To make a reservation to attend the meeting, call Peyton, Grace or

Julie at (321) 952–4519. The library’s address is 1520 Port Malabar Blvd. NE.

Marine Bank
pick up BBN

1/20/20
page 14

FULL COLOR

MarineBank.bank
3303 Suntree Blvd.  Melbourne, FL 32940Member FDIC
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By Joyce Wilden
joyce@buzzbizpr.com
BUZZ Biz Public Relations

The world held its breath for seven days in 1976, after

an Air France airplane carrying 250 passengers to Paris

from Tel Aviv was hijacked by terrorists.

The Israeli mission to rescue them, known as “Opera-

tion Thunderbolt,” is just one of the many moving events

depicted in the new documentary film “Cojot,” which will

be screened at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 12, at the

Premiere Theaters Oaks 10 in Melbourne.

Cojot, a film by Boaz Dvir, is narrated by actor Judd

Nelson and tells the little–known story of Michel Cojot, a

Holocaust survivor who set out to kill his father’s

Auschwitz Nazi executioner and ended up playing a key

role in the 1976 daring hostage rescue at the Entebbe

airport in Uganda.

The Jewish Federation of Brevard will host a sneak

preview of the soon–to–be–released film at the theater

located at 1800 W. Hibiscus Blvd. Filmmaker and author

Dvir will be in attendance and will take questions from the

audience at the conclusion of Cojot.

University of Florida professor and historical consultant

for the film, Gayle Zachmann, will be on hand during the

question–and–answer session portion of the event.

Dvir will also be signing copies of his latest book,

“Saving Israel,” based on the story of World War II

aviators who helped Israel win its war of Independence in

1948.

Tickets may be purchased in advance for $10 from the

Jewish Federation of Brevard, or at the theater door the

evening of the event.

Proceeds from the screening of Cojot by the Jewish

Federation of Brevard will go to support community

programs and local philanthropic outreach. The Jewish

Federation of Brevard identifies, supports and addresses a

full range of social service issues, supports programs for all

ages and works to sustain the Jewish community in

Brevard.

Visit JewishFederationBrevard.com or call (321)

951–1836 for more information.

Dvir, an award–winning documentarian and Pennsyl-

vania State University assistant professor, tells the stories

of ordinary people who, under extraordinary circum-

stances, transform into trailblazers and game–changers.

Michel Cojot was a French banker who set out to kill

his father’s Auschwitz executioner, former Nazi officer

Klaus Barbie, and ended up playing a pivotal role in

Israel’s 1976 Operation Thunderbolt (Entebbe).

A University of Florida alum, Dvir was a guest of the

Jewish Federation of Brevard in 2015 for the screening of

his previous documentary, “A Wing and a Prayer.” He is

anticipating a warm reception upon his return to

Melbourne for the screening of his latest documentary,

“Cojot.”

“I’m excited to return to this wonderful community,”

said Dvir. “I’m honored to present ‘Cojot’ in Brevard

County and also sign copies of my current book, ‘Saving

Israel.’ I very much look forward to reconnecting with

friends and hearing their feedback.”

Jerry Trachtman, vice president of the Jewish Federa-

tion of Brevard, said he is certain Space Coast film–goers

will find Cojot both inspiring and compelling.

“This is the second time we have hosted award–winning

filmmaker Boaz Dvir,” said Trachtman. “He has spent over

a decade researching these historic events and the stories

that have emerged are not to be missed. The Jewish

Federation of Brevard is privileged to screen ‘Cojot’ prior to

its release to the public, and is honored that Boaz Dvir will

be joining us at the theater for a discussion and book

signing immediately following the film.”

Israeli–American filmmaker and educator Dvir has

numerous feature–length documentaries and film projects

to his credit, including “Molding Master Teachers,”

“Jessie’s Dad,” “Inquiry as a Way of Being and Teaching,”

and “Discovering Gloria.”

His most recent film, “Cojot,” has recently been

finalized for preview to select international audiences.

The Jewish Federation of Brevard is the central

communal organization for the promotion and advance-

ment of the quality and values of Jewish life in Brevard.

Unsung hero of Entebbe hostage rescue focus of new film, Jewish Federation of Brevard to host preview of ‘Cojot’

St. Baldrick’s annual ‘Big Shave’ fundraiser
set for March 14 at Central Park in Viera

VIERA — The Avenue Viera has announced that the

10th annual St. Baldrick’s “Big Shave” will take place from

12–5 p.m. on March 14 in Central Park.

“We’re thrilled to celebrate 10 years of St. Baldrick’s

here in Brevard,” said Michelle Reyes, The Avenue Viera’s

marketing coordinator. “To be a part of this life–changing

fundraiser is an honor. We’re fighting to give kids afflicted

with cancer a future and we couldn’t feel more blessed to

be a part of that mission.”

The Big Shave raises funds for the St. Baldrick’s

Foundation by encouraging people to raise money to have

their heads shaved at the event. These shavees collect

essential funds for childhood cancer research while also

spreading awareness and supporting kids who have lost

their hair during treatment.

St. Baldrick’s is a volunteer and donor powered charity

that funds pediatric cancer research. St. Baldrick’s is the

top private funder of childhood cancer research grants in

the United States. They have awarded more than $282

million to support lifesaving cancer research.

Last year, the Foundation awarded Arnold Palmer

Hospital for Children in Orlando a $50,000 grant to use

toward research and cancer care advancements.

To get involved with St. Baldrick’s Brevard, visit

St.Baldricks.org/events and search for The Avenue Viera.

You can make a direct donation, join an existing team, or

start your own. For questions about the event, email

event host, Tom Niedert, at tndart47@yahoo.com.

Volk Law

new ad emailed
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The 24th annual Indiafest be held from 10 a.m. to

6 p.m. on Saturday, March 14, and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

on Sunday, March 15, in Wickham Park, 2500 Parkway

Drive in Melbourne.

Indiafest is a celebration of India’s rich culture,

history, geography and traditions.

This is a “well–run festival with a fresh and new look

every year.” The uniqueness is due to a different theme

presented each year showing some of the unique aspects

of India. This year the theme is “Royal West India.”

An admirable factor of this festival is its commitment

to giving back to the community with a purpose of

cultural enlightenment. Indiafest is a nonprofit, cultural

organization known for its efforts supporting several local

charities, including the parent organization, Manav

Mandir.

Indiafest has also raised money for aid in disaster

recovery, nationally and internationally.

To date, more than $1 million has been awarded to

various charitable causes. The beneficiaries have

included various Florida hurricane relief funds, the Daily

Bread, Serene Harbor, Crosswinds Youth Services, and

Ruuska Village Orphanage — Haiti.

In 2012, a $100,000 Endowment Scholarship was

awarded at Florida Tech to benefit a Brevard student

yearly.

A much–needed wheelchair accessible van was

donated to Promise in Brevard and The Children’s

Hunger Project was chosen in 2016. Candlelighters of

Brevard, Habitat for Humanity of Brevard and Shriners

of Brevard were other chosen charities.

In 2019, support went to the Brevard Schools

Foundation, which provides mentoring and support to

kids from low–income households, and funds were sent to

a school affected by hurricane Michael in the Panhandle

area. Visit indiafestbrevard.org for a detailed list of

charitable efforts.

This year’s focus is to help folks recover from the

recent earthquake in Puerto Rico and to help start an

Emergency Student Loan Program at Florida Tech to

ensure students complete their degree in the face of

financial hardship.

Indiafest has something of interest for everyone, from

hands–on activities for the youths, to shopping for the

adults, mouth–watering Indian cuisine, yoga demonstra-

tions, and all–day entertainment for everyone to enjoy.

The Discover India booth will feature this theme by

providing information and displays of various cultural

nuances, significant places of interest, beauty and history

of West India’s architecture, culture and, landscape.

The stage will come alive with performances by our

local artists dancing to traditional folk, classical, and

modern Indian music while the fashion show will be the

highlight of the day.

The grounds will be buzzing with vendors selling

jewelry, rich colorful ethnic garments, arts and crafts,

music and videos.

Indiafest tickets are $5 adults and $2 for children

under age 12. Children under age 5 will be admitted free

of charge.

Annual Indiafest set for March 14–15 in Melbourne; celebration of culture, history, geography and traditions

Law firm Widerman Malek hosts event to raise money for children with disabilities
Widerman Malek P.L. of Melbourne recently hosted its seven annual “Kickin’ It For Hope,” a kickball tournament

fundraiser. In addition to the kickball tournament, “Kickin’ It For Hope” also featured bounce houses, games and other

family friendly activities.

This event raised money for the No Bad Days Foundation, a nonprofit that provides life–enhancing medical devices

and other necessities for children with disabilities who have been denied by insurance. This year, more than 250 people

were in attendance, and the event raised over $8,000 for the No Bad Days Foundation.

“The daily struggles these amazing children and their families have to endure is unbelievable. I am continually

amazed at their strength and determination to accomplish what others may consider routine tasks. It is an honor for our

firm to help, even in some small way, and give back to our community that has given us this opportunity,” said Mark

Warzecha, a partner at Widerman Malek.

l About The No Bad Days Foundation

This organization raises funds to help families procure medical equipment and devices that provide a better quality of

life for children with disabilities. No Bad Days is a 501(c)(3) and 100 percent of all funds collected support children. For

more information about this organization, visit www.nobaddaysfoundation.com.

l About Widerman Malek P.L.

Widerman Malek provides a full range of services, including intellectual property, intellectual property litigation,

general litigation, land use, real estate, employment law, corporate formation, asset protection, and estate planning. Visit

www.uslegalteam.com for more information on the firm.

Career Source
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By Lee H. Hamilton

Sometimes, you just need to step back. The political

conversations I hear these days are strikingly negative,

dominated by what’s amiss in Washington, by the deep

divisions in the country, by President Trump’s actions and

the aftermath of his impeachment, and by the difficult

problems we face but seem to make little progress toward

resolving. There’s a lot of discouragement out there.

I’ve done my share of carping, too. But at times like

these, I find it helpful to draw back and look for the

positives, as a reminder not to lose sight of the benefits we

all share as Americans.

For one thing, in the great game of world politics I’m

pleased to be able to identify with the United States. We

are not always right as a nation, though often we are. We

have an economy that remains the envy of the world. Even

if it’s not the record–breaking marvel the President claims,

we’ve enjoyed economic growth over a long period, and

despite our problems with wage stagnation, inequality,

and rising concern about affordability, our overall perfor-

mance — both political and economic — holds up well

against our chief global rivals, Russia and China.

That is why our economy continues to attract outside

investment and why our shores remain a top destination

for refugees and immigrants. And it is why, quite remark-

ably for a superpower, we have friends, allies, and partners

whose ties are voluntary, based on shared ideals and

values.

We can always do better, of course. Some of our

alliances have become frayed of late. And it may be that

we’re no longer at the pinnacle of global power we once

enjoyed. But we’ve been able to protect our standing

without descending into outright war, and though our

global challenges are sobering and we have to appreciate

the constraints on our power — we’re not going to make

every country in the world peaceful, prosperous, and

democratic — we can still have a profound influence for the

better on the world around us.

This is in part due to the nature of our democracy. I

don’t buy into the view that our country is collapsing. Yes, I

understand that we have a vigorous public debate that

goes on between the right and the left, and that as liberals,

conservatives, and moderates all compete aggressively for

power, sometimes the competition gets out of hand. It’s not

a perfect process, but it has served us well on the whole.

Most notably, we have a longstanding tradition of free and

fair elections, a free press, separation of powers, the rule of

law (though some of these are under stress right now) and

an active civil society.

All of these produce a feature of our democracy that

constantly impresses me: our capacity for reform. Our

freedoms give us the capability to stand back, watch the

process unfold, search for the truth, try to understand

what’s happening in the country and the world, and then

make decisions based on the information we have in front

of us. If we make a mistake, which is hardly uncommon,

we have the ability to correct it — usually by working

through the system to change course. True, popular

protests in this country occasionally turn violent, but more

often than not we sort out our problems peaceably by

working together.

This is why I don’t share the gloom I see in a lot of the

predictions about where we’re headed. Since our founding

— in fact, it’s right there at the start of the Constitution —

we have striven to achieve “a more perfect union,” and

though that goal has suffered setbacks and at times

seemed beyond reach, over the course of our history we’ve

always been able to advance toward it. It takes hard work

to overcome the challenges and to bounce back, but our

capacity for self–renewal is strong and no less vital now

than it ever was. We should remember that.

What to value about America: It’s time to draw back and look for the positives that help shape our nation

The City of Cocoa moves to a new
public bid platform, vendor link will
now be used to solicit bids for projects

Effective March 1, the City of Cocoa’s Purchasing

Division will utilize the online bid solicitation platform,

Vendor Link, for all City of Cocoa public bid solicitations.

All interested businesses wanting to submit bids for

publicly advertised City of Cocoa projects can register by

visiting the Purchasing Division’s website at

www.CocoaFL.org/Purchasing at no cost.

This new, user–friendly platform makes it easy for

businesses to register and receive electronic notification of

available bid solicitations. It also gives the City of Cocoa

the ability to easily store and manage contracts and allows

the various City departments to work together in a more

cohesive manner.

“Vendor Link provides a full–scale solution that will

afford the City of Cocoa a broader, more collaborative and

thorough online bidding platform that will reach more

businesses for a more competitive bidding process,” says

Heath Hancher, City of Cocoa purchasing manager.

The current platform, DemandStar, will no longer be

utilized to advertise available public bids for the City of

Cocoa. Any businesses that were receiving notification

through DemandStar will need to register with the new

platform, Vendor Link to continue to receive notifications.

The City of Cocoa Purchasing Division encourages local

and small businesses, minority, women, veteran, service–

disabled veteran and economically disadvantaged owned

businesses to participate in the public bidding process.

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana
University Center on Representative Government; a
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar
School of Global and International Studies; and a
Professor of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of
Public and Environmental Affairs. He was a member
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.
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Reps. Bill Posey and Tim Ryan introduce
legislation to protect against contaminated
pharmaceuticals being produced overseas

By George Cecala
George.Cecala@mail.house.gov

WASHINGTON — U.S. Representatives Bill Posey

(R–FL) and Tim Ryan (D–Ohio) have introduced the Safe

Medicine Act, bipartisan legislation to break America’s

dependence on pharmaceuticals produced overseas and

protect Americans from defective or contaminated foreign

pharmaceuticals.

Tens of millions of Americans who depend on life–

saving medications could be at–risk of receiving tainted

medicine from countries like China that do not abide by

our laws and do not have America’s best interests in

mind.

“With so many of our pharmaceuticals now exclu-

sively manufactured overseas in countries like China, it’s

critical that the federal government take a hard look at

our dependence on foreign suppliers of essential,

lifesaving medications and make recommendations to

better protect Americans from receiving contaminated

drugs,” said Posey. “I would like to thank my colleague,

Rep. Tim Ryan, for understanding the urgency of this

issue and for his support of this important legislation.”

“The Coronavirus serves as a timely reminder of our

growing dependence on foreign countries, such as China,

for our pharmaceuticals,” said Ryan. “Today, 80 percent

of U.S. pharmaceutical ingredients come from overseas.

This poses a grave national security threat to Americans.

It is extremely dangerous for our nation to be dependent

on other countries for lifesaving medications. That is why

I am proud to join my colleague Rep. Posey to ensure

HHS is taking steps to understand the full scope of the

problem and to make recommendations on how to regain

independence and ensure our supply chains remain

secure.”

Eighty–percent of the drugs that Americans depend

upon come from overseas countries. China, whose

pharmaceuticals have been subject to numerous recalls,

is the largest manufacturer. As a result of our depen-

dence on China, the U.S. has not produced basic medicine

like penicillin since 2004.

In 2008, a Chinese–based pharmaceutical company

pumped counterfeit blood–clot medication into our

domestic markets to turn a quick buck resulting in the

death of 81 Americans while 785 more were severely

injured. And yet, because federal officials were afraid of

creating a shortage, they allowed Chinese–made heparin

to continue to enter the country without inspecting it

because there are no other supply options.

Since then the problem has only gotten worse. In

2018, it was discovered that millions of Americans had

been taking blood pressure medication tainted with a

cancer–causing ingredient from China. According to the

FDA, carcinogens may have been used in these foreign

generics for as many as four years before being discov-

ered. The Safe Medicine Act would help prevent this

situation by:

l Direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services

(HHS) to study our dependence on Chinese pharmaceuti-

cals;

l Direct HHS to provide recommendations for

weaning the American people off this dangerous depen-

dence; and

l Authorize the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to

issue black–box warnings informing consumers of any

risk they are taking when using pharmaceuticals from

countries with systemic issues of supervision.
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Please see American Business Interiors, page 19

Family operated ABI growing alongside business market in Brevard, 50–year–old
firm sees a strong demand for design services; creates collaborative workspaces
By Ken Datzman

American Business Interiors in downtown Melbourne

marked its 50th year of operation in 2019.

The full–service Steelcase dealer has seen a revolution

in office environments over the decades.

Businesses and organizations are investing in products

and technologies that have shown to have positive

influences on workplace efficiency and on workplace

wellness.

“Over the years, multiple studies, including many by

Steelcase, have shown how important a good workplace is

to employee productivity and to the overall health of the

employee,” said Robert “Rob” Perers, president of Ameri-

can Business Interiors.

His company is positioned in the more than $10 billion

office furniture segment. ABI is a commercial interior

design, office furnishings, and facilities services firm. It

provides total workplace solutions to clients on the Space

Coast and in surrounding markets.

ABI caters to customers in a range of sectors in

business and industry, including health care, education,

technology, manufacturing, aerospace, and aviation.

“Work environments are front and center today for

companies,” said Perers. “And for all the right reasons,

because collaboration has become the big engine for

progress and innovation.”

He added, “We’re doing a lot of floor–to–ceiling mount-

able walls, or reconfiguring of office walls. We have seen a

big surge in that approach by businesses of all sizes. Open

offices are also popular. And we are getting into the world

of audio–visual, which is exciting.”

Successful collaboration requires giving coworkers easy

access to each other. But it also requires giving each

individual the time and place to focus and recharge, Perers

said.

“Workers need spaces where they can go huddle and

have a quick meeting, or go make a phone call. A business

needs to have a good palate of different types of work

spaces.”

The harder people work collaboratively, the more

important it is to also have time alone — to be free from

distractions, apply expertise, and develop a solid point of

view about the challenges at hand, according to Steelcase’s

“Workspace Futures” research group.

“Achieving the right balance between working in

privacy and working together is critical for any organiza-

tion that wants to achieve innovation and advance,” the

Steelcase study says.

As office projects become more technical and evidence–

based, businesses are turning to longstanding companies

like ABI, which offer full design services and a range of

other in–house services.

“Our design services are really expanding,” said Perers.

“We have great design contracts. Last year was one of the

best design–contract years in our 50–year history. We have

a talented space–planning team. We have expert space

planners who design furniture layouts for customers.”

The designers spend time during the programming

phase collecting, compiling, and presenting data, documen-

tation, research, and other evidence–based information in

order to justify their proposed solutions.

“We also have had an internal service team for the

better part of our 50 years,” said Perers. “We do all of our

own deliveries, assemblies, installation, and cleanup on all

of our projects.”

He continued, “We do window treatments, too, and offer

sound–masking systems, which are popular for offices. We

have height–adjustable tables now and they have to be

installed. They have electric motors. So it takes expertise

to do this type of work. We take care of the client from start

to finish.”

Poor office acoustics create distractions. Office privacy is

a distraction for almost half (47 percent) of all office

employees. Only one–in–five workers (22 percent) feel

their office acoustics are suitable to do their “best work,”

according to Future Workplace, a New York–based

research firm.

Flooring installation, reupholstery and upholstery

cleaning, warehousing, and fabric protection are some of

the other services available to ABI customers.

“We can clean chairs and any type of upholstery. That is

one of our most popular after–market services. The various

types of services we offer complement each other,” he said.

Demand for office furniture and accessories generally

follows trends in office building construction, capital

investment, and employment levels.

When there is commercial building and office construc-

tion, furniture will be needed to outfit these new

workspaces.

In addition, more companies are remodeling work areas

to include modern design features, such as open floor plans

and collaborative work areas. “We serve that market, too,”

said Perers.

Demand for modular systems — also known as office

systems or workstations — is anticipated to reach

$3 billion in sales in 2025, representing 2.3 percent

annual growth now through 2025, according to Brand

View Research.

Modular systems are movable workspaces with

Rob Perers is president of American Business Interiors in downtown Melbourne. The longtime Steelcase dealer works with businesses
and organizations of all sizes helping them increase their efficiency through workplace solutions. ABI offers full services, including
assemblies and installation of office furniture. ABI caters to customers in a range of sectors of industry, including health care, education,
technology and manufacturing.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth
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Please see The Brevard Zoo: ‘Safari Under the Stars,’ page 21

Jean Michel–Cousteau celebrity guest for Brevard Zoo’s ‘Safari Under the
Stars’ — Youth Symposium; corporate partners rally around the event

“About five minutes into the call,

which was on a speaker phone, I hear this

beautiful French accent, ‘Karen, I am

happy to meet you.’ It was Jean–Michel.

We continued to talk for about 45

minutes. It was one of the most moving

conversations I’ve ever had. The focus of

his professional work is on educating

youth about the environment. He said we

are at the point where the ‘banner

carriers’ are going to be the next genera-

tion.”

She added, “Jean–Michel is nothing

short of a living legend, and tales of his

seagoing adventures are sure to leave us

awestruck and inspired. From the minute

this got out that we had a commitment

from Jean–Michel for this event, the buzz

has been incredible. People are excited.

Jean–Michel is deeply aligned with the

missions of the East Coast Zoological

Society of Florida and the Brevard Zoo.”

“The Brevard Zoo has hit an amazing

point — pulling together conservation,

wildlife preservation, animal wellness,

and education. Brevard is unique with its

multiple coastlines, delicate ecosystems,

and the challenges we face today in terms

of rising sea levels,” said Davis.

The Presenting Corporate Partner for

the 2020 Safari Under the Stars is the

Flammio Financial Group, a private

wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise

Financial Services Inc. That practice is

run by Leasha Flammio–Watson. Her

business has been a longtime supporter of

the Brevard Zoo.

“I believe the Brevard Zoo is making a

huge footprint and is becoming a center of

excellence around community

sustainability,” said Flammio–Watson.

“From the Jaguar Society to the Women

of the Wild, that footprint can be seen in

almost every aspect of the Brevard Zoo’s

Famed ocean explorer, conservationist and filmmaker Jean–Michel Cousteau is the celebrity guest for the 2020 ‘Safari Under the Stars’ fundraising celebration.
He founded Ocean Futures Society in Santa Barbara, Calif. Cousteau has earned prestigious awards for more than 80 films he has produced. From left, Bruce
Assam, CEO, Holiday Builders; Travis Proctor, founder and CEO, Artemis/The IT Company; Michael Seeley, president, Health First Foundation; Leasha
Flammio–Watson of the Flammio Financial Group; and Karen Davis, director of development, Brevard Zoo.

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

By Ken Datzman

The Brevard Zoo has consistently

brought in some of the biggest names in

the field of conservation and animal

wellness as part of its annual “Safari

Under the Stars” fundraising celebration.

Last year, for example, Jack Hanna,

one of the most notable animal experts in

the world, was part of the program.

This year, famed ocean explorer,

conservationist, and filmmaker Jean–

Michel Cousteau will deliver a presenta-

tion at the Brevard Zoo on “Protecting

Our Water Planet” and will also lead an

interactive Youth Symposium.

He is the son of ocean explorer Jacques

Cousteau, who played a vital role in the

history of scuba diving. The father is

known for inventing the first self–

contained breathing apparatus.

Like his father, Jean–Michel Cousteau

has devoted his life to educating the world

about marine life and encouraging action

to protect it. He founded the Ocean

Futures Society in Santa Barbara, Calif.,

and serves as its president and board

chairman.

Ocean Futures Society is a nonprofit

marine conservation and education

organization and serves as a “voice of the

ocean” by communicating in all media the

critical bond between people and the sea,

and the importance of wise environmental

policy.

“Last year before the close of Safari

Under the Stars, I had already set my

sights on the individual whom I thought

would be an ideal headliner for the event

as the Brevard Zoo enters its 26th year of

operation,” said Karen Davis, the Brevard

Zoo’s director of development.

Davis said Cousteau “checked all the

boxes” when she began her quest to keep

her string of renowned presenters for

Safari Under the Stars intact.

“Jean–Michel Cousteau grew up on

the Calypso. He has dedicated his life to

exploring the ocean. He understands the

environment. He understands marine life.

He understands ecosystems. So I set out

trying to reach him. It took about five

months,” she said.

Cousteau lives in Santa Barbara but

spends most of his time at his ecotourism

resort in Fiji.

After making her initial inquiry to see

if Cousteau would be interested in taking

part in Safari Under the Stars, Davis said

she was contacted by the Ocean Futures

Society. A conference call date was set

with the two women colleagues who work

alongside Cousteau at the organization.

Davis said she was not sure if she

could get a commitment from Cousteau to

travel to Brevard.
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Florida Supreme Court disciplines 11 attorneys across the state,
Summaries of orders issued from Jan. 25 to Feb. 21 of this year

The Florida Bar Public Information
lhsmith@floridabar.org
The Florida Bar

The Florida Bar, the state’s guardian for the integrity of

the legal profession, announces that the Florida Supreme

Court in recent court orders disciplined 11 attorneys,

disbarring two, reprimanding two, admonishing one,

placing one on probation and suspending six.

The summaries of orders were issued from Jan. 25 to

Feb. 21, 2020.

As an official arm of the Florida Supreme Court, The

Florida Bar and its Department of Lawyer Regulation are

charged with administering a statewide disciplinary

system to enforce Supreme Court rules of professional

conduct for the more than 108,000 members of The Florida

Bar. Key discipline case files that are public record are

posted to attorneys’ individual online Florida Bar profiles.

Information on the discipline system and how to file a

complaint are available at www.floridabar.org/

attorneydiscipline.

Court orders are not final until time expires to file a

rehearing motion and, if filed, determined. The filing of

such a motion does not alter the effective date of the

discipline. Disbarred lawyers may not re–apply for

admission for five years. They are required to go through

an extensive process that includes a rigorous background

check and retaking the Bar examination.

l Gerald Brett Berg, 1350 Main St., Suite 1113,

Springfield, Mass., public reprimand, effective immediately

following a Feb. 13 court order. (Admitted to practice:

1977) Berg represented both the buyer and seller in a real

estate transaction in which the seller provided the

financing to the buyer. At closing, the buyer discovered

that the terms of the loan substantially favored the seller.

Berg acknowledged the conflict and requested the buyer

execute a waiver of conflict of interest, which she refused to

do. The buyer did not receive the representation that she

should have received through independent counsel. (SC19–

1390)

l Anthony Gilbert Bossone, P.O. Box 2194, Palm

Harbor, suspended until further order of the court effective

30 days from a Feb. 12 court order. (Admitted to practice:

1989) Bossone failed to respond to an official Bar inquiry

so the Bar filed a Petition for Contempt and Order to Show

Cause with the Supreme Court of Florida. The court issued

an Order to Show Cause to Bossone, but he failed to

respond. (Case No. SC19–1827)

l Richard Luther Bradford, P.O. Box 6999, Brandon,

disbarred, effective immediately following a Dec. 30 court

order. (Admitted to practice: 1995) Bradford was held in

contempt of the court’s April 11, 2019 order for failing to

notify clients, opposing counsel and tribunals of his

suspension. (Case No. SC19–1906)

l Sonya Charmaine Davis, 6356 Cypress Gardens

Blvd., Winter Haven, admonished, effective immediately

following a Feb. 13 court order. (Admitted to practice:

2001) Davis, who was hired to replace the counsel of record

in a client’s pending dissolution of marriage, sent a Joint

Motion for Substitution of Counsel to the counsel of record,

who declined to sign the motion without a hearing. After

three months, Davis had not followed through, so the client

terminated Davis’s representation. Davis failed to timely

respond to The Bar’s written inquiries. (Case No. SC19–

1447)

l Amie Katherine Dilla, 3219 Audubon Ct., Tarpon

Springs, suspended until further order of the court effective

March 1. (Admitted to practice: 2010) Dilla failed to

respond to an official bar inquiry so the Bar filed a Petition

for Contempt and Order to Show Cause with the Supreme

Court of Florida. The court issued an Order to Show Cause

to Dilla, but she failed to respond. (Case No. SC19–1827)

l Howard Hunter Ellzey, Jr., 4807 U.S. 19, Suite 202,

New Port Richey, public reprimand and probation for three

years effective immediately following a Feb. 20 court order.

(Admitted to practice: 2007) Ellzey was arrested for DUI

and refusal to submit to testing. He was charged with

felony driving under the influence of alcohol, his third

offense within 10 years. Ellzey pled guilty to misdemeanor

DUI and misdemeanor refusal to submit to testing and

was adjudicated guilty of both charges. Ellzey completed

the terms of his criminal probation. (Case No. SC20–173)

l Eric Charles Feasley, 3777 Countryside Rd.,

Sarasota, suspended for 45 days effective 30 days from a

Feb. 20 court order. (Admitted to practice: 2009) Feasley

failed to comply with the terms and conditions of his

probation, specifically he failed to comply with his Florida

Lawyers Assistance, Inc. contract. (Case No. SC19–167)

l Mark S. Scott, 600 Coral Way, FL 12, Miami,

suspended until further notice effective 30 days from a

Feb. 3 court order. (Admitted to practice: 1998) On Nov. 21,

2019, at the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of

New York, a jury returned a unanimous guilty verdict

against Womack on two felony counts, conspiracy to

commit money laundering and conspiracy to commit bank

fraud. (Case No. SC20–160)

l Nathaniel H. Speights, P.O. Box 33152, Washington,

D.C., disbarred effective immediately following a Dec. 24

court order. (Admitted to practice: 1976) Speights was held

in contempt of the court’s order dated April 18, 2019, for

failing to notify clients, opposing counsel and tribunals of

his suspension. (Case No. SC19–1890)

l Sabrina Starr Spradley, 207 Tropic Isle Drive, Apt.

107, Delray Beach, suspended for three years effective

immediately following a Feb. 11 court order. (Admitted to

practice: 2009) Spradley was held in contempt of the

court’s orders dated March 28, 2018, and April 25, 2019,

for failing to notify clients, opposing counsel and tribunals

of her suspension. Spradley also failed to comply with the

conditions of her suspension including, paying restitution

and contacting Florida Lawyers Assistance, Inc., for an

evaluation. (Case No. SC19–1954)

l Jeffrey Robert Thibault, P.O. Box 342434, Tampa,

suspended effective 30 days following a Feb. 10 court order.

(Admitted to practice: 2011) Thibault misappropriated

client funds, failed to communicate and act with reason-

able diligence, and failed to respond to The Florida Bar.

l About The Florida Bar

Founded in 1949, The Florida Bar serves the legal

profession for the protection and benefit of both the public

and all Florida lawyers. As one of the nation’s largest

mandatory bars, The Florida Bar fosters and upholds a

high standard of integrity and competence within Florida’s

legal profession as an official arm of the Florida Supreme

Court. To learn more, visit FloridaBar.org.

Catherine Schweinsberg Rood Central Library in Cocoa to host free concert on March 22
The Catherine Schweinsberg Rood Central Library & Reference Center in Cocoa will host the vocal stylings of

“Elemental Grove” at a 3 p.m. concert on Sunday, March 22. The concert is free of charge. The group plays jazz, Latin,

reggae and funk. The library’s address is 308 Forrest Ave. The phone number is (321) 633–1792.
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By Tyler Lecceadone
lecceadone@seyferthpr.com
SeyferthPR

Western Michigan University Cooley Law School

Associate Dean and Constitutional Law Professor Ret.

Brigadier Gen. Michael McDaniel weighed in on President

Donald Trump’s recent comments on U.S. Supreme Court

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg,

stating it is the president’s effort to politicize SCOTUS.

President Donald Trump slammed U.S. Supreme Court

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg on

Twitter, saying “they should recuse themselves from

‘Trump–related’ cases,” as reported by “The Washington

Post” Feb. 25.

“The president’s recent comments on Justices

Sotomayor and Ginsburg are extremely ill–advised as they

wrongly portray Justice Sotomayor as acting from a

political viewpoint and ignore Justice Ginsburg’s 2016

apologies for her comments of then–presidential candidate

Trump,” McDaniel said. “The question of when SCOTUS

justices should recuse themselves based on past political

statements or positions must always be approached

carefully and sensitively — lest the independence of the

court be forever tarnished.”

McDaniel, a national security expert who developed

WMU–Cooley’s LL.M. Homeland and National Security

Law program, most recently served as the deputy assistant

secretary for Homeland Defense Strategy, Prevention and

Mission Assurance, where he supervised the Department

of Defense Critical Infrastructure Protection Program and

Global Anti–Terrorism/Force Protection Policy.

Previously, McDaniel served as former Michigan Gov.

Jennifer Granholm’s homeland security adviser for six

years, while also serving as the assistant adjutant general

for Homeland Security, Michigan National Guard. A

member of the Michigan National Guard for over 26 years,

McDaniel was also a military judge and assistant attorney

general for litigation in the executive division of the

Michigan Department of Attorney General.

WMU–Cooley Constitutional Law Professor Devin

Schindler shared a similar viewpoint regarding the

President’s recent remarks about Sotomayor and

Ginsburg.

“President Trump’s continued impertinent attacks on

federal Judges again highlights the importance of judicial

independence,” Schindler said. “The founders created an

independent judiciary as a check on the potential despo-

tism of the political branches. These continued attacks

undermine the very foundation of our polity.”

* About Western Michigan University Cooley Law

School

WMU–Cooley Law School resulted from the 2014

affiliation that combined WMU’s status as a nationally

ranked, public, comprehensive research university with

the commitment to practical legal education of an indepen-

dent, nonprofit, national law school. WMU–Cooley is

accredited by both the American Bar Association and the

Higher Learning Commission of the North Central

Association of Colleges and Schools. Since the law school’s

founding in 1972, WMU–Cooley has provided more than

20,000 graduates with the practical skills necessary for a

seamless transition from academia to the real world.

McDaniel of Western Michigan University law school calls out President Trump for his comments on justices

Authors for Authors to host its annual writer conference at the Hilton Melbourne
Authors for Authors will sponsor its 12th annual

“Writers’ Conference: Write, Publish, Sell!” from 9 a.m. to

5 p.m. on April 26 at the Hilton Melbourne.

This conference is open to those who love to read books

and those who enjoy writing them. All are welcome to

spend the day with new and experienced authors to learn

what’s trending in the world of literature and publishing.

Authors will learn how to write better, publish more, and

market effectively to increase book sales.

The keynote speaker will be Bob Gabordi, an award–

winning journalist and retired executive editor of “Florida

Today,” with a presentation on “The Power of Words.”

There will be vendors and multiple breakout sessions

by multi–published authors, including Dr. Valerie Allen,

Jill Clark, Jaimie Engle, Chrys Fey, Joanne Fisher, Cindy

Foley, DL Havlin, Judy Lindquist, Wanda Luthman,

Maritza Mejia, Jim Nelson, Brian Steinberger, Gene Luke

Vlahovic, Dr. Martha Watts, Karen Whiting, Dr. Gayle

Woodson and Linda Zern. There are 16 genre discussion

groups to choose from and the opportunity to network with

authors, editors, and publishers.

There are several scholarships available for educators

working in public, private, charter, and home schools.

Contact Allen at VAllenWriter.com for scholarship

information.

Authors for Authors cofounders Marshall Frank and

Allen focus on the joy of reading and improved literacy.

They create venues for authors to meet the reading public

via writers’ conferences, book fairs, book launches, book

displays, workshops, and author gatherings.

To register for this event, visit AuthorsForAuthors.com.

If you have any questions, email VAllenWriter@gmail.com.
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Takin' care of business in Brevard County

At Florida Business Bank we understand the importance of dependable service

and the value of meeting the varied financial needs of small businesses. So Florida

Business Bank offers a complete suite of lending products designed specifically for

the local business owner. Our services range from simple Business Checking to

Remote Deposit and Commercial Lines of Credit all designed for business customers.

Member
FDIC

340 N Harbor City Blvd. Melbourne, FL 32935

Banking Specialists Serving You At The Speed of Technology

www.floridabusinessbank.com     www.bauerfinancial.com

321-253-1555

Bill Norris

Florida Business Bank President

Ranked by DepositAccounts.com as the 19th Healthiest FDIC Insured US Bank,

Florida Business Bank tailors products to individual borrowing needs. With the

power of local decision making, Florida Business Bank is the right choice for you

and your business. Call us today.

.
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By Joseph Gordon
jgordon@circlesofcare.org
Brevard Tobacco Initiative

We as Floridians are encountering something that kills

an average of three Floridians an hour, every hour of every

day. It’s being colorfully promoted and is readily available

at a place you visit frequently — your local convenience

store or gas station. Its tobacco products like cigarettes,

dip, and chew. And tobacco companies spend billions of

dollars a year to market these addictive products at the

“point of sale” — retail locations where tobacco products

are sold.

An estimated 32,300 Floridians die from smoking–

related illnesses each year and tobacco use remains the

leading cause of preventable death in the nation and in our

state. Tobacco companies increased their advertising dol-

lars at the point of sale by more than 42 percent in just one

year. When it comes to recruiting new youth to use tobacco,

studies show this tactic has been effective — the likelihood

of starting can more than double for youth who visit a store

with point–of–sale tobacco ads at least twice a week.

Tobacco executives view youth as “replacement

smokers,” the next generation of customers replacing those

lost by the leading cause of preventable death in our state

and our nation. To attract new youth smokers the tobacco

industry continues to evolve the market with new prod-

ucts, such as electronic cigarettes (or “e–cigarettes”).

Many e–cigarettes contain nicotine, which is addictive,

and have a variety of harmful chemicals. They are also

marketed by promoting flavors, including many that are

especially appealing to youth. The U.S. Food and Drug

Administration sent warning letters to 17 manufacturers,

distributors and retailers that were selling nicotine–

containing e–liquids with labeling or advertising resem-

bling kid–friendly food products, such as juice boxes, candy

or cookies that were identified as being false or misleading.

Since then, all 17 companies have stopped selling those

products. According to the 2016 Surgeon General’s Report

on e–cigarette use among youth and young adults, more

than 85 percent of e–cigarette users ages 12–17 used

flavored e–cigarettes, and flavors were the leading reason

for youth use.

The front line in the ongoing work to save these lives is

at the point of sale. What is Brevard Tobacco Initiative

(BTI) doing to counter act the millions of dollars being

spent marketing cigarettes and other tobacco products,

often at retail locations directly next to our schools? BTI

has been educating tobacco retailers on the benefits of

complying with policies designed to reduce youth tobacco

use initiation and exposure.

BTI also collaborates with the Tobacco Free Brevard

Partnership to engage tobacco retailers in the county

through Point of Sale surveillance and tobacco retailer

education.

With the tobacco industry focusing on the retail

environment, there is strong evidence that retailer

location, density and compliance with youth access laws

significantly impact overall tobacco use and youth initia-

tion according to the Public Health Law Center: Tobacco

Control Legal Consortium.

Tobacco Free Brevard will be working with local

decision–makers on licensing and zoning policies as a way

to help curb Brevard County’s youth nicotine and tobacco

exposure.

Tobacco companies spend billion of dollars a year to market products; Florida retail stores are the front lines

L.H. Tanner
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By Anita Stremmel
anita.stremmel@flhealth.gov
Florida Department of Health in Brevard County

VIERA — Brevard County is continuing to see an

increase in cases of hepatitis A and wants to encourage

residents to get vaccinated for the virus.

To help, the Department of Health in Brevard County

is holding Saturday clinic hours during March for

hepatitis A vaccinations only.

The dates are March 7, 14, 21 and 28, from 9–11 a.m.

at its Melbourne (601 E University Blvd.) and Viera

(2555 Judge Fran Jamieson Way) clinics.

Anyone who would like to receive the hepatitis A

vaccine can come to the event to get the shot for free.

The department recommends that individuals who are

either high–risk for contracting the virus or high–risk for

serious complications from the virus get vaccinated. This

includes individuals who:

l Use injected or illicit drugs

l Are experiencing homelessness

l Are diagnosed with underlying liver disease

l Work with homeless or intravenous drug users

outside of a health–care setting

l Are over age 60 and have a serious underlying

medical condition

l Are first responders

l Come into direct contact with others who have the

virus

The Department of Health in Brevard County has

tracked 185 cases of the virus between Jan. 1, 2019, to Feb.

8, 2020, the sixth–highest number of cases in the state.

The department has been offering free hepatitis A

vaccinations since early 2019 to help combat the increase

in cases locally.

State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a

public health emergency on Aug. 1 in response to the

hepatitis A outbreak in Florida.

Hepatitis A is a highly contagious, vaccine–preventable

illness that attacks the liver and can cause symptoms of

abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, dark urine, and yellow

skin and eyes. Symptoms typically last less than two

months but can last up to six months. Individuals are

contagious with the virus for up to two weeks before

showing symptoms. Not everyone who becomes ill with the

virus shows symptoms.

The virus spreads through the feces of people who have

the virus. If a person with the virus doesn’t wash their

hands well after going to the bathroom, feces can get on

their hands and can transfer to objects, food and drinks.

When these things are shared, other people can unknow-

ingly swallow the virus. If a person who has the virus

comes in close contact or touches other people — this

includes sex — the virus can also spread. This virus is

hardy and can live on surfaces for more than a month.

The best way to prevent hepatitis A infection is through

vaccination with the hepatitis A vaccine. It’s also impor-

tant to practice good hand hygiene, including thoroughly

washing hands with soap and water after using the

bathroom, changing diapers, and before preparing or

eating food, and to avoid sharing food, drinks, drugs or

cigarettes. Alcohol–based hand sanitizer does not kill the

hepatitis A virus.

Health–care providers should immediately report all

cases of hepatitis A to their local health department to

ensure a quick public health intervention and prevent the

spread of the disease among close contacts of the person

sick with the virus.

Visit www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hav for more information

on hepatitis A. For more information on hepatitis A in

Florida, visit FloridaHealth.gov/HepA.

Department of Health opens Hepatitis A vaccination clinics on Saturdays in March at two locations in Brevard

Volk law firm sponsors a professional development event for area association
Volk Law Offices in Melbourne sponsored the Feb. 19 professional development luncheon of the Space Coast Human

Resources Association.

Volk attorney Barry K. Baker described the employment law services and all other practice areas provided by his firm,

servicing virtually every business legal need.

The guest speaker for the luncheon was Dr. Cathy Bush, who gave an interactive presentation on “Employee Driven

Performance Management.” Bush has co–authored a book titled “The Demotivated Employee,” which shares insights

about employee motivation and demotivation, and provides ideas on how to prevent and repair demotivation. Volk Law is

“committed to being a readily available resource for consultations and representation in employment law matters.”

The firm’s major practice areas include business, business consulting, collections, commercial litigation, construction

law, contracts, creditor rights, defamation, employer rights, Florida landlord rights, foreclosure, fraud, and land use,

among other areas of expertise.

For more information on this firm, visit https://VolkLawOffices.com.
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Auction
Antiques, Real Estate, Cars, Trucks, Boats, Jewelry,
Firearms, Household Items, Tools, Collectibles,
Commercial Equipment, and so Much More!

Live, Public Auctions for 2020

Mar 28

May 30

July 25

Sep 26

Nov 28

Gates open at 8am - Aucton begins at 10am

Bring us your treasures
for a Special Antique Auction!

March 28

Antiques
with
Love

422 Julia Street, Titusville, FL
Average Auction attendance - 400-800 people

Cliff Shuler Auctioneers & Liquidators, Inc. AB#9
Shuler & Shuler Real Estate Auctioneers - D Shuler Lic. RE. Broker

Serving Brevard County and Florida for over 42 years
321-267-8563 www.SoldFor.com

We are licensed to auction just about everything under the sun including the
kitchen sink! On-Site Auctions, Business Liquidations, Appraisals. No

Buyer's Premium Charged! No Charge to Attend!

We stop taking Auction items two weeks prior to each Auction. Or sooner.
Bring in your Auction Items soon to allow time to advertise.
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Zumpano Patricios law firm the
presenting sponsor for Jess Parrish
Medical Foundation Golf Classic

By Christie Rimsky
christie.rimsky@parrishmed.com
Jess Parrish Medical Foundation

TITUSVILLE — Jess Parrish Medical Foundation

(JPMF) has announced the law firm of Zumpano Patricios

as the presenting sponsor for the annual Fran Gerrett

Memorial Golf Classic on Friday, April 3.

More than 200 golfers are expected to play in the two–

course tournament with all proceeds benefiting The

Children’s Center (TCC), a service of Parrish Healthcare,

and a one–stop childhood development resource center.

TCC provides a safe and healing environment for special

needs and/or typically developing children to learn and

grow, along with an array of health, education and human

services under one roof.

“Zumpano Patricios is honored to partner with Jess

Parrish Medical Foundation for the sixth year as present-

ing sponsor of the Fran Gerrett Memorial Golf Classic,”

said Joseph I. Zumpano, managing shareholder at

Zumpano Patricios.

“It is gratifying to know that our contribution is

providing access to high–quality care that develops ‘Strong

Families for Life’ and will continue to provide future

generations of children in North Brevard with the pro-

grams and services necessary to help them reach their

fullest potential.”

Registration begins at 12 p.m. with a shotgun start at

1 p.m. Tournament players can choose between two golf

courses — the Ron Garl and Lee Trevino–designed La Cita

Golf & Country Club nestled amongst 100–year old oak

trees or The Great Outdoors with the beautiful natural

environment of the St. Johns wildlife refuge.

Course selection is first–come, first–choice with paid

registration. The tournament format will be a four–player

scramble with fun contests, including a chance to win a

$1,000 cash prize when purchasing a raffle ticket for $20.

Participants need not be present to win. Winners will

be announced immediately following the awards cer-

emony. The tournament is a fun–filled event which allows

you to golf and give back at the same time.

Fran Gerrett served as the director of materials

management at Parrish Medical Center for 24 years.

Gerrett passed away in 2012, but the annual golf tourna-

ment lives on as a tribute to his longtime dedication to our

community and favorite charity, The Children’s Center.

The golf classic is organized by community leaders and

volunteers. Event co–chairpersons are Kathy Myer and

Greg Sparkman. Other members of the golf committee

include Santi Bulnes, Amy Craddock, Anita Currie, Lori

Duester, Leigh Spradling and Suzanne Yarbrough.

The foundation welcomes all businesses and organiza-

tions to participate and support the event. A variety of

sponsorship opportunities are available beginning at $500.

Individual player costs are $85, which includes golf, lunch

and dinner. For more information about sponsorship

packages or to purchase general admission and raffle

tickets, call JPMF at (321) 269–4066 or visit

www.parrishmedfoundation.com/golf.

Francis Renaldi to make presentation March 21
Francis Renaldi will make a “Women’s History”

presentation at 9 a.m. on Saturday, March 21, at Satellite

Beach Public Library. The program is open to the public.

The library’s address is 751 Jamaica Blvd. The phone

number is (321) 779–4004.
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Camp Florida 
Tech offers 
summer fun 
for all ages 
and interests! 
Through 
dozens of 
programs, 
students can 
explore topics 
from computer 
programming 
to modern art,  
conservation  
to aviation.

Learn more about our 2020 summer camps at: 

floridatech.edu/camps
Florida Institute of Technology is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate, master’s, education specialist and doctoral degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern 
Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Florida Institute of Technology. Florida Institute of Technology does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, genetic information, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, disability, protected veteran status or any other protected minority in the admission of students, administration of its educational policies, scholarship and loan programs, employment policies and athletic or other university-sponsored 
programs or activities. Contact the Title IX coordinator at 321-674-8700.             20200113

Extraordinary options for 

2020
SUMMER LEARNING & FUN!

Sports Camps
• Soccer
• Snorkeling
• Football
• Basketball

Art Camps
• Fiber Art
• Drawing and 

Painting
• Sculpture
• Mixed Media

Academic Camps
• Engineering
• Ocean Engineering  

and Science
• Aviation and 

Aerospace
• Computer Science
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American Business Interiors
Continued from page 12

integrated work surfaces, space dividers, and lighting.

Some units also feature integrated storage in the form of

cabinets, drawers, or shelving.

“Our forecast is upbeat for 2020,” said Perers. “We have

some nice projects coming up. We’re looking to have a good

year. We cater to businesses of all sizes. We’ve had some

small–business customers that have grown into big

companies. We have been able to grow alongside them,

which has been great.”

He added, “Hopefully, the small–business market will

continue to grow and expand in Brevard. That’s what we’re

seeing right now.”

His company has been involved in a number of recent

office design projects, including for Community Credit

Union of Florida, W+J Construction Corp., and PIRTEK,

all based in Rockledge.

“We are proud to have been involved in those three

projects,” said Perers.

PIRTEK built its world headquarters on a 10–acre site

in Rockledge. The facility contains 120,000 square feet,

including 20,000 square feet of office space.

The local project team for PIRTEK included Diana

Gonzalez–Villamil of ABI, Dave Nagrodsky of DNA

Architects and Nick Rahal of Rahal Development Corp.

Other team partners for that $10 million project were the

Construction Engineering Group and MEC Contractors–

Engineers, the structural engineer.

“Steelcase — partnering with Microsoft — has launched

some great products that let work teams collaborate

almost anywhere,” said Perers.

He said Microsoft and Steelcase recently introduced a

new way to give teams an “unprecedented” level of control

over how they collaborate.

Microsoft rolled out its next–generation all–in–one

collaboration device built for teamwork, “Surface Hub 2S.”

And Steelcase launched “Steelcase Roam,” a mobile

stand and easy–to–hang wall–mounted system designed

for the Surface Hub 2S that allows teams to collaborate

effectively.

These solutions meet the increasing demand for rapid

innovation and problem–solving by “helping people access

the right spaces and tools needed to create new ideas,” the

two companies say.

Great ideas can’t always be scheduled. The Microsoft

Surface Hub 2S is an interactive team device with a slim,

sleek design that can quickly turn any area into a collabo-

rative space.

Microsoft worked with Steelcase to design Steelcase

Roam, which allows people to use the Surface Hub 2S to

collaborate in planned sessions, or spontaneously.

“The mobile stand can be moved easily with one hand,

and its small footprint fits in all kinds of spaces,” said

Perers.

The wall–mounting system is the perfect solution for

private offices or small spaces, he added.

Perers said “these new products by the two companies

are a great way to bring people together to collaborate, to

innovate, and to solve problems.”

The benefits of active collaboration are backed by

research, including the Steelcase “Active Collaboration

Study 2019.”

That research project explored collaboration in the

workplace and identified gaps that exist between how

people are currently working and what they need to work

smarter. The study found:

l 72 percent of people want to move when collaborating,

but only 53 percent can;

l 62 percent of people say they can’t move their

furniture, but the majority want to;

l 70 percent would like to use an interactive collabora-

tion device, but only 42 percent have access to one;

l 66 percent of people say they lack technology to

visually display work;

l 75 percent of traditional conference rooms are

enclosed; and

l 81 percent of collaboration sessions are scheduled,

while only 19 percent are spontaneous.

“ABI is involved in all types of layouts for collaborative

spaces,” said Perers. “We’re helping take businesses to

their next level of performance.”

Rob Perers is the second generation of the family to

lead ABI, succeeding his father Ralph Perers as company

president in the early 2000s.

Chicagoan Ralph Perers, who in the late 1960s was

working as a sales manager for a lagre company in the

Midwest that made some of the first facsimile machines in

America, had a desire to own and run a business in

Florida.

And his pursuit to become an entrepreneur began,

which led him to a business in Brevard County that was

doing $100,000 a year in sales.

“My father saw an advertisement in ‘The Wall Street

Journal’ for a business for sale in downtown Melbourne,"

said Rob Perers. "It was Melbourne Office Supply. My

grandparents were living in Vero Beach at the time and

my mother went to Rollins College. So he was familiar

with Brevard Count and really liked the area. He saw

business opportunity, came here, and bought Melbourne

Office Supply in 1969.”

Catholic Schools

next in series
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Serving students in Pre-K3 and VPK4 through 12th grade  |  Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org 

Melbourne
Melbourne Central 
Catholic High School

Ascension Catholic School

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School

Palm Bay
St. Joseph Catholic School

Indialantic
Holy Name of Jesus 
Catholic School

Rockledge
St. Mary’s Catholic School

Merritt Island
Divine Mercy 
Catholic Academy

Cocoa Beach
Our Saviour Catholic School

Titusville
St. Teresa Catholic School

Forming Well Rounded Students
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Orange County Bar Association
to honor women of distinction

By Karen Fast
karenf@ocbanet.org
Orange County Bar Association

ORLANDO — The Orange County Bar Association

(OCBA) will present its annual professionalism awards to

three women of distinction in the legal profession at a

ceremony to be held at 3 p.m. on Thursday, March 26, in

the Orange County Courthouse Jury Assembly Room.

Awards will be presented to Judge Karen Jennemann,

United States Bankruptcy Court, Middle District of

Florida; N. Diane Holmes, attorney, N. Diane Holmes, P.A.

Family Law Group; and Keshara Davis Cowans, attorney,

Orange County Public Schools.

The William Trickel Jr. and the Lawrence G. Mathews

Jr. Young Lawyer Professionalism Awards are presented

to attorneys whose conduct and career stands as a model of

success built on unquestioned professionalism. Trickel

Award recipients have practiced law for 15 or more years,

while Mathews Award recipients have practiced law for

less than 15 years.

The James G. Glazebrook Memorial Bar Service Award

is presented to a state or federal jurist who best demon-

strates service to and support of the legal profession and

the Legal Aid Society of the OCBA, is dedicated to

professionalism both in and out of the courtroom, and is a

leader in promoting professionalism, including civility,

integrity, and respect for the legal system.

Judge Jennemann, the James G. Glazebrook Memorial

Bar Service Award recipient, was appointed to the United

States Bankruptcy court in 1993 and served four years as

Chief Judge. She is recognized for unifying the practice

procedures in the court and creating programs for the

community, such as the Middle District of Florida Bank-

ruptcy Pro Se Assistance Clinic.

Holmes, recipient of the William Trickel Jr. Profession-

alism Award, pioneered the process of collaborative family

law in the area and was a founding member of the

Collaborative Family Law Group of Central Florida. As a

two–time breast cancer survivor, Holmes is noted for her

work with the American Cancer Society.

Cowans, recipient of the Lawrence G. Mathews Jr.

Young Lawyer Professionalism Award, is the EEO/Equity

and Title IX Officer at Orange County Public Schools and

previously served 11 years as counsel for The Florida Bar.

She is recognized for her volunteer work with the Teen

Parent Education Program.

The Orange County Bar Association, established in

1933, is a voluntary association comprised of 3,400 judges,

attorneys, and other legal professionals whose mission is to

serve the profession and the public with outstanding

member and community programs. The association

established and supports the work of the OCBA Founda-

tion Inc., and the Legal Aid Society of the Orange County

Bar Association Inc.

Briana Peele joins SunCoast Real Estate Group
Briana “Bri” Peele has joined SunCoast Real Estate

Group. Peele most recently served as a vice president at

Citi Holdings in asset sales and business consolidations.

Peele will be specializing in residential listings and sales.

SunCoast Real Estate Group “is committed to providing

clients with the highest level of service.” The firm has

offices in Melbourne and Indian Harbour Beach, staffed by

50 agents, SunCoast serves both residential and commer-

cial customers. For further information on the company,

call (321) 676–5252.

University Center Imaging
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Indialantic Office: 724-2300
Relocation: 725-1500

Palm Bay Office: 725-8120
Viera Office: 259-2993
Commercial: 723-3664

www.NationalRealtyFla.com
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The Brevard Zoo: ‘Safari Under the Stars’
Continued from page 13

membership, which is phenomenal.”

Flammio–Watson added that she is

“thrilled and excited” about the Brevard

Zoo being able to attract Cousteau to

Safari Under the Stars.

“Last year we had Jack Hanna, a

name everyone recognizes. With

Cousteau, we’ll be drawing a whole

different crowd, reaching a completely

different generation.”

Acting on a childhood dream to build

cities under the sea, Cousteau pursued a

degree in architecture from the Paris

School of Architecture. Artificial floating

islands, schools, and an advanced marine

studies center in Marseilles, France, are

among his projects.

Safari Under the Stars is from

6–11 p.m. on Saturday, April 25. This is

the centerpiece of the two–day program.

You are invited to take part in “the event

of the year.” For reservations and

participation levels, contact the Brevard

Zoo’s Chris Stagman. His email address is

CStagman@BrevardZoo.org, or call (321)

254–9453, extension 485. His cellphone

number is (321) 543–4000.

On Friday, April 24, Cousteau will

lead a Youth Symposium and Workshop

at the Brevard Zoo.

Youth from Brevard and around the

state who are involved in environmental

clubs and other conservation–oriented

endeavors will be participating in this

event. The Brevard Zoo is working with

the National Estuary Program and

similar organizations on this project.

“We plan to bring the youth together

for a couple of hours with Mr. Cousteau.

They will work together under his

mentorship in an activist effort to script

ways and means to proceed forward in

marine conservation and to find sustain-

able solutions to protect our ocean

planet,” said Davis, who added that the

Brevard Zoo is seeking a partner to

support the symposium.

Then from 10–11 a.m. on Saturday,

the day of Safari Under the Stars,

Cousteau will present “Protecting Our

Water Planet” at the Brevard Zoo. Tickets

for this program are $35 per individual

and are sold at www.BrevardZoo.org. The

$35 ticket is a donation to the East Coast

Zoological Society. Cousteau’s talk is

being presented by Health First Health

Plans.

“We are excited to partner with the

Brevard Zoo for this program,” said

Michael Seeley, president of the Health

First Foundation. “Health First Health

Plans is a local component of Health First

Inc. Health First Health Plans provides

coverage for roughly 171,000 people in

this county. We not only provide care for

the community as a whole, but we also

give back to the community in many

ways. And this partnership is an example

of that. We take our role in caring for the

community and the environment very

seriously at Health First.”

When Health First recently broke

ground on a multipurpose clinic on

Malabar Road for its Medical Group, “we

encountered a gopher tortoise at the site

and worked with Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation Commission to

relocate the gopher tortoise,” he said.

Another Signature Corporate Partner

for this event is Melbourne–based

Holiday Builders Inc.

“We have enjoyed our continuing

support of the Brevard Zoo,” said Bruce

Assam, CEO of Holiday Builders. “In my

industry, we use the world as a paint-

brush when we create neighborhoods and

communities in Florida. That’s why we

are so passionate about giving back to the

community and we greatly value our

relationship with the Brevard Zoo. They

are a leader on so many environmental

and educational fronts. This organization

is much more than a ‘zoo,’ and that’s why

we are passionate about supporting it.”

Businessman Travis Proctor is the

founder and CEO of 25–year–old Artemis/

The IT Company in Melbourne. His firm,

a Signature Corporate Partner for Safari

Under the Stars, says the “Brevard Zoo is

a resource in the community that we are

proud of. It’s our treasure and it’s a

drawing attraction. The Orlando schools,

for example, bring their kids to the

Brevard Zoo for field trips. It’s not only a

great experience for the students, but it’s

also a sense of pride in that we have this

kind of asset in our community.”

“We are incredibly fortunate to have

these Corporate Partners, and many

others,” said Davis. “We could not put on

this event without them. Our model is

unique. We do not receive any recurring

public funds for Brevard Zoo operations.

There are roughly 11 institutions — zoos

or aquariums — around the nation like

the Brevard Zoo. We look to membership,

gate admissions, and philanthropy to

drive us forward.”

The 2020 Safari Under the Stars

financial participants include the

Presenting Corporate Partner, Flammio

Financial Group.

Signature Corporate Partners are:

Holiday Builders, Artemis/The IT Com-

pany, Health First, Twin Rivers Insur-

ance, L3Harris Technologies, Dan and

Mary Ann Sperando, Boys Electric

Contractors, Don and Susan Morse,

WhiteBird Attorney at Law, Kennedy

Space Center Visitor Complex, MH

Williams Construction Group, and

Brewer Paving & Development.

The list continues: Garvin Peterson

Wealth Management, Disney Cruise

Line, Island Jaguar/Land Rover, Shelter

Mortgage, Barbara Wall Group, Florida

Power & Light Co./City Gas, Certified

General Contractors, Construction

Engineering Group, Dr. Nani Golden,

Sky Advertising, and Champion Home

Health Care.

The Non–Exclusive Level Participants

include: Baldwin & Associates–Fee Only

Financial Planning, SeaDek, The Viera

Co., Brown & Brown Insurance, Josie’s

Pediatric Therapy Services, LKQ Heavy

Truck, and Slug–A–Bug.

In addition to the events at the

Brevard Zoo, Safari Under the Stars

features a silent auction open to the

public. The auction went live March 1 at

the Brevard Zoo website.

Also, there is a Safari Under the Stars

raffle for a chance to win a trip to the

Danish island of Lolland, situated just

one hour south of Copenhagen in the

Baltic Sea.

The raffle winner will be drawn at

Safari Under the Stars on Saturday.

Tickets are $100 apiece and are sold at

the Brevard Zoo website. There are 400

tickets.

The Brevard Zoo plans to build an

aquarium on a 14–acre site at Port

Canaveral. Last year, the Brevard Zoo got

a $14 million pledge, from a family that

has chosen to remain anonymous, in

support of the proposed $70 million

aquarium project. The proposed plan for

the aquarium calls for 60,000 square feet

of indoor exhibit space and 70,000 square

feet of outdoor exhibit space, including a

40,000–square–foot water–play area.

“The project is going to focus on all the

things we treasure most in our great

community. We’re excited,” said Davis.
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Funk, Szachacz & Diamond
Continued from page 23
in other states were indicted on multiple counts for their

alleged roles in a $32 million fraud against a Federal

Communications Commission program designed to

provide discounted telephone service to low–income

customers.

That discounted phone–service program was nick-

named “Obama phone” and this case was the first of its

kind. The program was originally created in 1985 and

expanded to cover cellphone service in 2005 under

President George W. Bush.

A federal judge in Tampa granted a judgment of

acquittal and dismissed the fraud case against Biddix.

The investigation was run out of Washington, D.C., but

the case was moved because the prosecutor relocated to

Tampa.

“We were prepared to go to D.C. to try the case,” said

Funk. “That’s what we had thought from day one. But we

tried the case in Tampa and he was acquitted of all 13

federal counts.”

Funk, Szachacz & Diamond worked with the famed

Washington, D.C., law firm Williams & Connolly on the

Biddix case. “We were very fortunate to work alongside

Williams & Connolly. It’s one of the most–respected law

firms in America,” said Funk.

Williams & Connolly’s clients have included Oliver

North, Hillary Clinton, Richard Nixon, and Kathryn

Graham of “The Washington Post.”

Funk and Szachacz opened their practice Jan. 3, 1996.

Diamond, who is a firearms expert and teaches a

concealed carry weapons class for people seeking

licensing, joined them in 2004.

“It took us more than a year to find the appropriate

lawyer to round out our team,” said Funk. “We had a

bunch of meetings with Alan and he had a lot of meetings

with his family. He was 100 percent onboard. You have to

have the blessing of your family to do this type of work

because it is demanding. He made that commitment and

it’s been a seamless marriage. We put three lawyers on

every case we accept. That’s our philosophy.”

Funk and Szachacz started their careers working in

the Brevard Public Defender’s Office. They worked for

James “J.R.” Russo, who had a long career as the 18th

Circuit Public Defender.

“There was great camaraderie in that office working

together and collaborating on cases,” said Funk.

“J.R. Russo was amazing. Keith and I often had similar

takes on cases and strategies, what should be done and

what shouldn’t be done. Even though we had our own

cases, I would provide input on his cases and vice versa.”

Funk added, “With the disparity in the resources of

the state versus the resources of the Public Defender’s

Office at that time, we felt we had to put two lawyers on

each case in order to compete. That’s what we had to do to

level the playing field, and it was a great strategy.”

The two left that office to start their own private

practice. “We both loved working there. We learned a lot

from the more experienced lawyers we worked with in

that office,” said Funk.

Diamond, meanwhile, was a prosecutor. “We had

many cases with Alan and saw that he was an extraordi-

nary lawyer in his own right. At the time, Keith and I

were gearing up to take on larger federal criminal cases

— complex white–collar cases. We felt that we needed

more than two lawyers to handle the cases. Alan was a

perfect fit for the firm. Fortunately, the success has

continued for us in private practice. We are getting

requests to work on larger cases,” said Funk.

“For the three of us, what it boils down to is that we

love what we do every day. And we hate to lose a case,”

said Szachacz.
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March 14 - 22, 2020

The Home Builders & Contractors Association of Brevard (HBCA) 2020 Parade of Homes™ - Beautiful 
Homes Tour - is the premier annual event designed to showcase local builders, suppliers and craftsmen. 

The self-guided tour will open many possibilities to discover your new home 
and new ideas in design, style and comfort.

For more information:  Events@HBCA-Brevard.org  •  (321) 254-3700  •  paradeo�omesbrevard.com

Parade of Homes
Awards Ceremony

Thursday March 19th

Melbourne Hilton Rialto

Showcase Home
DiPrima Homes

Showcase Community
Viera

Exclusive Signature Sponsor 
US Bank

Sara LaManna
District Manager

Payroll Products and Services

Sara.LaManna@BenefitMall.com
Cell:  321.536.3147

2300 Maitland Center
Parkway
Suite 130

Maitland, FL  32751
Phone: 321.251.2829

x352829
Fax: 888.519.4298
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Funk, Szachacz & Diamond
Continued from page 1

Please see Funk, Szachacz & Diamond, page 22

Diamond run the longtime criminal defense firm Funk,

Szachacz & Diamond.

They are all board–certified criminal trial lawyers.

Funk is originally from New Jersey, Szachacz is from

New York, and Diamond is from Georgia.

Their work has taken them to various states and they

have made journeys abroad in defense of clients, includ-

ing to Brazil, Germany and Switzerland.

“We are fortunate that we make a great team,” said

Funk. “We work extremely well together. We are not

going to be outworked. That’s the only way we know how

to level the playing field for our clients. Generally, we face

an uphill battle representing clients because there is

presumption that law enforcement would not arrest

somebody if they were not guilty. So we have to chip away

at the prosecution’s case and produce what we say —

prove what we say in court. If you can do that, most

American juries are pretty in tune and they can read

body language very well.”

Szachacz says building “credibility with the jurors is

huge. And it starts with jury selection, in my opinion.

Questioning the prospective jurors, knowing their names

and pronouncing their names correctly, and establishing

a relationship early on are all very important in the

process. Then, with your opening statement, you have to

show the jury immediately that the state didn’t tell

everything, they are going to learn a lot more. And make

sure you produce what you promise.”

Funk said while their firm handles a lot of complex

cases, the three trial lawyers are able to present the

details in an understandable way to the jury.

“The space shuttle case is a great example. That was a

complex case, yet we were able to distill the concepts and

explain them to the jury. That is certainly an art form.

Successful lawyers can tell a story, no matter the

complexity,” Funk said.

Defense lawyers are entitled to inspect evidence of the

case and visit the crime scene, and that’s what Funk and

Diamond did in defense of Thornton.

“We demanded to see the crime scene — space shuttle

Discovery,” said Funk, whose firm prides itself on its in–

depth research and willingness to travel anywhere to

gain information and interview people close to a case they

are working on. “So Alan (Diamond) and I went to KSC

and crawled around on Discovery, which was pretty

unusual.”

“Having eyes–on at the Vehicle Assembly Building

and the shuttle and the orbiter was a key to

Mr. Thornton’s defense,” said Diamond, a graduate of

the University of North Carolina School of Law at

Chapel Hill.

Thornton had turned down an offer from the U.S.

Attorney’s Office to plead guilty to a single count of fraud,

said Funk. “He was a man of such conviction and was not

going to plead to something he said he did not do, no

matter the outcome. He said he didn’t do anything wrong

and, in the end, the jury agreed” that he had examined

the labor of contractors working on Discovery.

The jury in Orlando heard closing arguments and then

deliberated just two hours before reaching its not guilty of

fraud verdict. One juror told “The Associated Press” she

“found NASA’s guidelines for inspectors unclear.”

Funk, Szachacz & Diamond worked on the case for

months. “We spent four to five hours a week, for four

straight months, literally talking to rocket scientists,”

said Funk. “They taught us about the redundancy

systems, among other things, on that particular space

shuttle. By the time we finished with that case, Alan

(Diamond) and I could speak a different language.”

The space shuttle Discovery is now on permanent

display at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and

Space Museum just outside Washington, D.C. Discovery

was the leader of NASA’s space–shuttle fleet, which

retired in July 2012 after 30 years of service.

The Funk, Szachacz & Diamond law firm has been at

the center of high–profile cases locally and around the

nation, representing clients accused of murder, corporate

espionage, drug trafficking, arson, fraud, and a host of

other indictments. The firm has been able to win victories

for its clients.

“We’ve been fortunate to have cases come our way that

have brought us national notoriety,” said Szachacz, a

University of Florida College of Law graduate who is a

railroad expert and published author on the subject.

Funk himself has provided trial analysis for Court TV.

One of his cases featured on “Forensic Files” is the subject

of the novel “Lipstick and Blood” by John Kearney. Their

firm has also been on national programs such as ABC’s

“20/20” and other such TV shows.

In 2017, their firm represented Randy Patterson and

the Anthony Livestock Co. in Anthony, Kan. That

livestock company is one of the largest in the nation to

buy and sell cattle. Patterson was indicted on multiple

charges of wire fraud.

“There was a federal trial at the historic courthouse in

Witicha, Kan., and Mr. Patterson and his company were

acquitted of everything brought against them,” said

Funk.

Patterson named a horse after the three attorneys —

“Florida Boys,” said Diamond. “We now have a horse

named after us and he won his maiden race in Arkansas.”

There is a poster of Florida Boys on the office wall of

Funk, Szachacz & Diamond.

Federal prosecutors had accused the cattle buyer

Patterson and his company of wire fraud for allegedly

faxing invoices to JBS Five Rivers Cattle Feeding that

falsely inflated the amount paid for cattle.

Their firm was asked to consider reviewing

Patterson’s case and that’s how they became involved.

“They reached out to our office to see if we would be

interested,” said Funk. “The three of us from the firm flew

to Kansas and met with Mr. Patterson. We interviewed

him and decided it was a case we wanted to get involved

in.”

Funk continued, “The private investigator who

originally started working on that case was a former FBI

agent who once headed the Wichita bureau office of the

FBI. This agent, who is now retired and works as a

private investigator, worked on the Oklahoma City,

Okla., Bombing case (a domestic terrorist truck bombing

on the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building that killed at

least 168 people). He decided he would continue working

on Mr. Patterson’s case. We have used his services since

then.”

Funk, Szachacz & Diamond requested the judge

dismiss the case after the government rested its case. A

federal judge found prosecutors did not present enough

evidence at trial for the case to go to jury.

A former president of the Livestock Marketing

Association, Patterson was one–week old when his

mother first took him to Anthony Downs, a track not far

from their home in Anthony, Kan., in 1953.

“I never missed a meeting there from 1953 to 2009,”

he told “Trainer” magazine. He said he didn’t buy his first

horse until 1985.

In 2014, Patterson’s 6–year–old Moonshine Mullin

became the first horse to earn an automatic qualifying

berth in that year’s Breeders’ Cup Classic after scoring a

1–3/4 length victory under Hall–of–Fame jockey Calvin

Borel over the favored Will Take Charge in the Stephen

Foster Handicap at Churchill Downs.

The three lawyers said they learned a lot about the

cattle industry from the Patterson case. “We went to

livestock auctions,” said Diamond, whose firm handles all

types of cases, including DUI. “At one auction, I scratched

my nose, and almost bought a cow.”

“We took video at a livestock auction in Oklahoma

while we were preparing for Mr. Patterson’s case,” added

Funk. “That video was critical to Mr. Patterson being

found not guilty.”

Having successfully established themselves in the

state of Kansas with the Patterson victory, their firm was

soon defending another businessman in Wichita, in a

case that gained national exposure. Their firm secured a

dismissal in a 10–count federal computer fraud indict-

ment against well–known personal–injury attorney

Bradley Pistotnik in Wichita.

Pistotnik is known for his commercials in which he

rides a bull while advertising that he is an accident

attorney. “We finished that case in October 2019,” said

Funk. “Bradley was the first lawyer in Kansas to

advertise on television. He’s known as the ‘bull attorney.’

He is a very successful personal–injury lawyer.”

Early in their careers, Funk and Szachacz represented

Maria Selma Sodre, a Brazilian National dubbed “The

Black Widow.” She was accused of first–degree murder of

her husband. Funk and Szachacz won her acquittal.

After three years of investigation that included

worldwide travel, a jury trial began. Funk advocated for

the hypothesis that the victim was not murdered, but

drowned. The jury acquitted Sodre of first–degree

murder. Szachacz successfully argued to have her

released, pending her trial.

The Sodre case took them to a number of states and

countries in pursuit of witnesses.

“The unique thing about this case is that in Florida we

are allowed to do criminal depositions,” said Funk. “In

most states, you can’t do criminal depositions. I believe

Keith and I conducted 103 depositions for this case. We

went to Montreal, Canada, and Vancouver, Canada, as

well as Phoenix, Ariz., and Charleston, S.C. Then Keith

and I and our private investigator went to Brazil to

interview and secure witnesses that turned out to be

critical witnesses.”

They also traveled to Switzerland because Sodre’s

husband was Swiss and his family still lived in Switzer-

land. And they went to a factory in Italy that manufac-

tured a pair of sandals that was part of the case and

presented as evidence.

“We also had an oceanographer from the Florida

Institute of Technology explain to us how tides rise and

how tides fall,” said Funk.

“The sandals and the tides were very important to the

case,” added Szachacz. “The way the sandals were

positioned on the sand helped convince the jury that she

did not harm her husband, that in fact he drowned. She

was acquitted.”

At one point during their work trying to locate

witnesses on behalf of Sodre’s defense, Funk and

Szachacz “were in the back of a pickup truck riding

through areas of Brazil that we did not feel very comfort-

able with and wondered if we were going to make it back

to the United States,” said Szachacz.

“That was an extremely scary experience, but it

turned out to be critical for our case because the govern-

ment ended up calling a witness that unbeknownst to the

government, Keith and I had already interviewed in

Brazil,” said Funk.

In 2014, Funk, Szachacz & Diamond represented

Brevard businessman Tom Biddix. He and two other men




